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CIVIC LEAGUE 
MEETING:  

Monday, March 9 
7 pm 

Eggleston’s   
(110 Lavalette Ave) 

 
Guest Speaker:  

John Stewart on Knitting 
Mill Creek 

Weds. March 11th  
6:30pm at 619 Mayflower Rd  

Traffic Improvement Com-
mittee meeting   

& 

Sun. March 29 at 3 pm  

Haven Creek boat ramp clean-
up  in Colonial Place for the 
Great American Clean-up.  

Questions? Ideas? Want to get 
involved? Contact Dave Mac-

Donald at 624-6666 
dave@mediationhamptonroads.com  

Knitting Mill Creek has been the 
home base of the Lafayette Wet-
lands Partnership since its incep-
tion in 2007.  The Partnership is 
a citizen-led initiative that men-
tors individuals and groups 
wanting to restore and monitor 
wetlands along the river.  

The Partnership completed a 
water quality monitoring project 
in the creek in 2010 and re-
stored wetlands at 46th and 47th 
Streets on the western bank in 
2008 and 2010.  The Colonial 
Place/Riverview Civic League 
was the lead donor in 2008 in 
getting Partnership going. 

It is currently involved in two 
projects that civic league mem-
bers may find interesting: the 

remediation of muskrat damage 
to the 47th Street wetland fol-
lowing muskrat predation and 
the impending release of a 
“green infrastructure” study rec-
ommending storm water control 
methods for the watershed. 

First of all, the muskrats.  The 
Virginian-Pilot printed a story in 
its February 1st edition about a 
dilemma facing the Partnership: 
given that muskrats are eating 
the grasses planted in the 47th 
Street wetland project, does it 
eliminate the muskrats or con-
sider their presence natural.   

 

—continued on page 3— 

 

Preserving Knitting Mill Creek by John Stewart 
Mark Your Calendars 

 Sat. 
May 2 
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Resignation of President and Secretary 

By John W. Robertson, Acting President 

I am sorry to report to you that our recently-elected President, James R. Gregg and Secretary, Amy Waters 

Yarsinske, have resigned their offices as of February 7, 2015.  The Board of Directors wishes the former 

Secretary and former President well and we thank them for their service to the Civic League and the neigh-

borhoods.  In accordance with our By-laws, as Vice-President I have assumed the duties of Acting President 

until such time as a new President is elected. 

I want to take the opportunity to reassure you that the remaining members of the Board of Directors are 

firmly committed to ensuring the health of both the Civic League and of the Colonial Place and Riverview 

neighborhoods. We have a number of important projects either underway or on the horizon of benefit to 

our residents, and you can be certain that we have a committed, stable Civic League to help guide the pro-

gress of our neighborhoods to even better conditions.  

It is in the nature of organizations for members to have disagreements at times, but mature, thoughtful 

people can always find common ground to bind them together in their shared goals. We have a group of 

highly dedicated volunteers on our Board who share a common vision for the future of our two communi-

ties, but we regret that occasionally differences arise that some members find insurmountable.  

We also invite those with an interest in improving our neighborhoods to join us as we move forward. Elec-

tions for officers for the coming year will be occurring in the next few months and fresh ideas and enthusi-

asm are always welcome in the Civic League, especially on the Board.  

Thank you all for your support, and I hope to see you soon at our upcoming Civic League meetings. 

NEWCOMERS TO CPRV? 

 

Neighbors—please  inform the 
welcome committee chair Lindsay 
Flaherty via email if you see a new 
neighbor/family moving in.  

The welcome bags Lindsay delivers 
has fliers about local businesses or 
activities, coupons, environmental 
info from HRGreen, etc.  

 

Email her if you need more in-
fo:   Welcome@cprv.net        

 
 

TRAFFIC 
 

All Colonial Place and Riverview 
residents are invited to attend 
the Colonial Place Traffic Im-
provement Committee meeting 
on Wednesday, March 11th, at 
6:30pm, at 619 Mayflower Road.  
Some items to be discussed:  re-
ducing cut-through traffic in Co-
lonial Place and slowing down 
traffic in the southern half of Co-
lonial Place.  Please contact Dave 
Mc Donald at:  
dave@mediationhamptonroads.

Norfolk City Council Mem-
bers serving Colonial Place 

& Riverview:  

Barclay Winn 
( barclay.winn@norfolk.gov ) 

and Terry Whibley 
( theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov )  

Thanks to Bill Nusbaum and 
Archie Whitehill for replying to 

Dyanna U’s question on the 
CPRV list serv & now on news-

letter back page. 
  

mailto:dave@mediationhamptonroads.com
mailto:barclay.winn@norfolk.gov
mailto:theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov
mailto:wlnusbaum@aol.com
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One approach “solves” a problem by placing water quali-
ty and wetland preservation above the lives of the musk-
rats; the other suggests that the muskrat was here long 
before the restoration, and the cost of wetland preserva-
tion must necessarily include periodic remediation.   

Since the article was printed, the Partnership has con-
sulted with PETA, Virginia Dept of Game and Inland Fish-
eries, Elizabeth River Project, and Virginia Department of 
Agriculture.  By March 9, the Partnership will have 
reached a decision, and a portion of the meeting will be 
devoted to the situation. 

The March civic league meeting will also be a time to talk 
about preliminary findings of a storm water control 
study done by the EPA in an effort to find “green” meth-
ods to control runoff into Knitting Mill Creek. It’s a nice 
complement to the plans by the City of Norfolk to re-
store the hardened shoreline between New York and 
Virginia Avenues with a combination hardened and living 
shoreline. 

Tetra Tech is the firm doing the study. Its preliminary 
report focused on two primary areas: (1) the installation 
of “green street” methods for collecting and filtering 
storm water near the intersection of 35th Street and Col-
ley Avenues and (2) the construction of a “bioswale” at 
the head of the creek that will filter runoff from May-
flower Road into the creek. Not included in the prelimi-
nary report but promised in the final report will be a rec-
ommendation of a demonstration buffer and pathway 
along the creek between Mayflower Road and the bulk-
head along its first 300’ (to Massachusetts Avenue). 

All of these concepts will be discussed at the March 9th 
civic league meeting.  Final recommendations from Tetra 
Tech will be reviewed by the civic league and the City of 
Norfolk before decisions about action and funding are 
taken.  The Partnership has achieved partial funding for 
the buffer planting and pathway, should it be built. 

Knitting Mill Creek is a gem in our midst.  We can do 
things as citizens to sustain its health.  We can use re-
search and study to find better ways for our city govern-
ment to design infrastructure that best meets that need.  
A clean Knitting Mill Creek is a boost for both businesses 
and residents who live along its shores. 
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Want to advertise in the         

newsletter? Please contact          

David Spriggs at  media@cprv.net 

contacting Nora is the best way to go right now. 
 
from the CPRV listserve 

mailto:media@cprv.net
mailto:Garden@cprv.net
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Meeting started at 7:01pm. 33 people in 
attendance, inclusive of the Norfolk Public 
Schools Superintendent.  John Robertson 
started the meeting off with a statement 
about the resignations of the Secretary 
and President. They were thanked for the 
service and a statement was read about 
the continued commitment of the remain-
ing board members.  
 
Officer Maglalang reported one larceny 
and some stolen license plates in the 
neighborhoods.  She said there are have 
been a lot of larcenies from unlocked cars 
in Norfolk but not in CPRV.  She encour-
aged the residents to report a break in of a 
vehicle even if nothing was stolen. She 
has been trying to get in touch with the 
owner of the loud motorcycle in the neigh-
borhood.  There was also a car chase in 
the neighborhood involving the State Po-
lice and a drunk driver.  Officer Maglalang 
reported that the Norfolk police officers 
have been issued body cameras— worn 
on their chests or heads.  The cameras will 
record interactions relating to incidents or 
complaints. The police officer can start the 
recording, it's not automatic.  The cameras 
are turned in at the end of a shift and the 
video is downloaded.  The video cannot be 
erased or edited by the officer.  There will 
be about 300 cameras on the street - on 
almost all of the patrol officers.   
 
Dr. Samuel King was introduced and dis-
cussed the Norfolk Public Schools Five-
Year Plan. This plan was developed over a 
year by a team of 30 to 40 individu-
als.  The plan began in 2013. Norfolk resi-
dents, business owners, administrators, 
teachers, medical professionals and 
school board members took part on the 
planning team.  The vision is to make Nor-
folk Public Schools the cornerstone of a 
proudly diverse community.  He reported 
there is a focus on STEM (Science Tech-
nology Engineering Mathematics) across 
the schools.  The strategies for this plan 

continue to change and the planning team 
continues to meet to review progress.  Dr. 
King also discussed the accreditation pro-
cess and how the data is collected and 
compared. Dr. King feels that there should 
be multiple indicators of how the schools 
are doing, not just a test. For example, 
comparing a child's progress throughout a 
school year. Dr. King denied that NPS 
teachers are "teaching to the test" regard-
ing SOL and instead explained that the 
SOL is testing the standards that should 
be met for each grade level.  He ad-
dressed the new election process for the 
school board. He previously worked for an 
elected school board that was elected at 
large. He explained what we should look 
for in new board members. Such as a full 
interest in the overall success of NPS and 
an interest checking for modifications to 
the five-year plan and barriers to achieving 
goals. 
 
Lafayette-Winona will reopen in the Fall as 
a choice school for pre-international bac-
calaureate; it will be for 3rd through 8th 
grades.  The students must apply to the 
school. Dr. King addressed the discipline 
issues. Training in "positive behavior inter-
vention and support" has been improving 
the discipline issues.  One component that 
continues to be an issue is the home com-
ponent.  He explained that they are trying 
to find ways to pull parents into the school 
to have them assist with the discipline is-
sues.  He stated that the adult intervention 
outside the school is a key to being suc-
cessful.  NPS has been utilizing mentors to 
work with students to help set goals to 
improve behavior.  Dr. King is encouraged 
by the discussions and efforts towards 
improving discipline but recognizes the 
challenges ahead. 
 
There was discussion about a school dis-
trict in the Charlotte, NC area where mem-
bers of the business community would 
come into the schools and volunteer. Dr. 

King explained that this process has be-
gun here in Norfolk, with trainings and 
background checks to use volun-
teers.  Student Support Services is the 
point of contact for those interested.  Last-
ly, Dr. King thanked the teachers in attend-
ance at the meeting.  
 
 Civic League Business:  Treasur-

er:  checking account balance is 
$6,877.48 and the CD balance is 
$5,224.62.   

 Membership: 140 members, we had a 
lot of a renewals and a few new mem-
bers have signed up at the meeting. 

 Environmental: asks that all residents 
put out the blue bin each recycling 
day and to sign up for Recycling 
Perks (on the Norfolk.gov web-
site).  Also, do NOT put plastic bags 
into the blue bins!  

 Crime Prevention: crime is 
down.  Contact the city about any 
street lights that are out or let the 
crime prevention committee know 
about the lights.  

 Media: we have a new web master 
and we are making some chang-
es.  Let the media chair know if you 
have any ideas of what you would like 
to see on there.    

 New business:  Stewart School: we 
have not heard anything new about 
the school. Traffic Improvement Com-
mittee is meeting at Dave MacDon-
ald's house on March 11th.  Shell Sta-
tion at the foot of the Granby Street 
Bridge: that will go to the Planning 
Commission later this month on the 
23rd. The board would like to see that 
become more attractive because it is 
a gateway to the neighborhoods.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38pm.” 

Board meetings are held the 3rd 

Monday of the month. Visitors 

are welcome. Contact a board 

member for location/time. 

Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League   

“Minutes General Civic League Meeting on Feb 9, 2015 Sumbitted by Lindsey Flaherty  



If you’d like  to volunteer to help 

the League. Please circle areas of 

interest for each member of your 

household: 

#1 #2    Welcome  

#1 #2    Community Improvement  

#1 #2    Environmental   

#1 #2    Newsletter Production  

#1 #2    Technology  

#1 #2    Newsletter Distribution  

#1 #2    Advertising  

#1 #2    Crime Prevention  

#1 #2    Membership  

#1 #2    Publicity 

 #1 #2    Art Walk  

#1 #2    Community Garden 

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE: Make your voice count on neighborhood issues! 

Name #1  __________________________________    Name #2  __________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________      Phone     __________________________________ 

E-mail #1__________________________________     E-mail #2__________________________________ 

Dues are $10 per person or 

$5 for persons over 65 years 

of age. Membership expires 

December 31st each year. 

Clip this coupon and mail to:  

Colonial Place-Riverview 

Civic League, P.O. Box 6130, 

Norfolk, VA 23508 or  bring 

it to the next meeting. 

March 2015 
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President    vacant — 

Vice-President   John W. Robertson  449-8814     VicePresident@cprv.net       

Secretary     vacant — 

Treasurer         Pete Stoll 627-1728  Treasurer@cprv.net       

Riverview Representative Jack Kennedy 625-0442  jkennedyva@verizon.net 

COMMITTEES    * denotes Board member   

Welcome*     Lindsey Flaherty Welcome@cprv.net       

Community Improvement* &             

Beautification       

John W. Robertson  449-8814     Community@cprv.net       

Community Garden       Nora Chivers   383-4898 (evenings) Garden@cprv.net 

Crime Prevention *          Dave Wolfe 373-6731  Crime_prevention@cprv.net       

Environmental*       Audrey Webb  623-1197  Environmental@cprv.net       

Membership & Publicity*         Tobie Serafim 635-1853  Membership@cprv.net       

Media* & Media Advertising Dave Spriggs  627-1441     Media@cprv.net       

Newsletter Distribution                 Mary Hormel 627-2392 Newsletter@cprv.net 

Newsletter Editor Cheryl Copper 351.0272 Editor@cprv.net 

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY:      441-5610 

Officer Carrie Maglalang: 823.4425 or email: carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov 

Norfolk Cares 664-6510 (neighborhood issues)    

or healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov  

Norfolk City Council Members serving Colonial Place & Riverview: Barclay Winn 

( barclay.winn@norfolk.gov ) and Terry Whibley ( theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov )   

mailto:Newsletter@cprv.net
mailto:Editor@cprv.net
mailto:barclay.winn@norfolk.gov
mailto:theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov

