
CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING 

Monday, January 12 

7 p.m. Eggleston’s  

(110 Lavalette Ave) 

___ 

 Jason Im, owner of Granby 
Shell, and architect Mark 

Woodard will visit the January 
CPRV meeting concerning the 
renovation/expansion to the 
back of the service station at 
Granby and Llewellyn.  CPRV 
members will vote on it, so  

please plan to attend. 

January 2015  www.cprv.net  

Entire contents Copyright © 2014 by Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League. All rights reserved.  

The Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Fund has announced the award of 
$5,000 toward the installation of a 
demonstration buffer and walk-
way along Knitting Mill Creek from 
the head of the creek to Massa-
chusetts Avenue. Fees derived 
from the sale of Chesapeake Bay 
license plates support the Fund.  

The grant was awarded to the 
Friends of Norfolk’s Environment 
and the Lafayette Wetlands Part-
nership in collaboration with the 
Colonial Place/Riverview Civic 
League and the City of Norfolk. 

(continued p. 5) 

 

A Fertile Heap of Good  

Scraps to Surplus  
 

Jonathan Nye’s is looking for a neighbor-
hood to pilot a Farm to Form program 
that takes composting to a new level. Im-
agine a sustainable, economical and eco-
logically-minded community that shares 
food waste in order to create urban food 
production, one that fosters smart 
growth and a healthy, balanced way of 
being. Could Colonial Place and Riverview 
be that pilot place? 

(continued p. 5) 

The Hurrah Players 
at the December 
holiday gather-

ing—a fun night. 

Happy New Year! 

Mayflower Road Buffer & Walkway by John Stewart 

Roper Home Parking Lot    

The CPRVCL board took a vote 
and approved the special exemp-
tion application for the Roper 
Home to put in a nine-space 
parking lot behind the home.  

It now goes to Norfolk City Plan-
ning. 

 

Shell Station Renovation 

Plans for renovation of the Shell 
Station, at Granby and Llewellyn, 
at the bridge, will be presented 
to the CRPVCL at the Monday 
Meeting January 12th. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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From CPRV President James Gregg  

There are some areas of improvement that I wish to 
address in the next 7 months, such as: 

 "Keep it bright at night." Neighborhood illumination at 
night from every porch to keep the criminal element at 
bay. 

 "The power of WE." More involvement of volunteers to 
make a difference through civic league projects. 

 "Be a porch buddy." The neighbor to neighbor interac-
tion, by helping each other, such as looking after your 
neighbors porch while they are away to make sure it is 
tidy and looks like someone is at home. 

 "Enjoying the Holidays." By decorating your home for 
each holiday thus cheering up those around you. 

 "Housing and high water." What we can do to plan for 
more flooding over the next 30 years, such as raising 
your house to avoid the rising water surges. 

 "Be alert and be aware." Keeping track of decisions 
downtown in city council that affect our neighborhoods, 
such as Light Rail planning, new taxes, new traffic 
patterns, etc. 

 Last but not least—please renew your membership to 
your Colonial Place - Riverview Civic League now....it is 
due Jan 1st, 2015....but please don't wait that long so 
we can go into a new year with everyone on 
board....the renewal form is on the back of this news-
letter.....please mail it in asap.  I thank you as does the 
civic league. 

Recycling by the Numbers 

The Norfolk Recycle Day was a great success. There 
were 1,265 gallons of household waste collected, 270 
pounds of recyclables, 4,260 pounds of paper shredded, 
105 pounds of plastic bags and film dropped off and 
9,120 pounds of Goodwill donations. More household 
hazardous waste was collected in one day than the 
HHW collection site sees in a month.  

Norfolk's Waste Management Division is rolling out a 
"no littering" campaign. The goal is to get people's 
attention.  There will be five vehicles wrapped with 
a message showing littering is wrong.  
 

Newsflash: 
Street  
Sweeping & 
Piled Leaves 
Don’t Mix For 
Norfolk 
 
 In order for Nor-
folk’s street sweep-
ers to do their job, 
residents are re-
minded to never in-
tentionally rake, 

blow, or pile leaves into their curb line.  Street sweepers 
are not designed to pickup large leaf mounds, and these 
piles often hide limbs, bricks, rocks and other large de-
bris that can severely damage sweepers. For this reason, 
they are bypassed—the way a parked car will be passed. 
 
Residents are asked to rake leaves into clear plastic bags 
that are put curbside the morning of your regular trash 
collection day. Keeping Norfolk’s roads clear takes team 
work and your partnership is appreciated. 

To  sign up/receive city alerts (http://www.norfolk.gov/
list.aspx). 

GREEN CORNER  

by Audrey Web  

http://www.norfolk.gov/list.aspx
http://www.norfolk.gov/list.aspx
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"Venus" was the name of the Roman goddess of love and 

beauty. It's also the name of an Aladdin kit house located 

on the southern border of Colonial Place.   

Most folks have heard of Sears Kit Homes, but how many 

are familiar with the name "Aladdin Ready-Cut Homes"? 

And yet here in CPRV, there's a surfeit of these Aladdin 

Ready-Cut houses! 

In 1906, two years before Sears started selling kit homes, 

Otto Sovereign and his brother William started the Aladdin 

Company in Bay City, Michigan. Soon thereafter, Aladdin 

opened a large mill in Wilmington, North Carolina (about 

four hours south of Norfolk). The Venus was offered with 

two floor plans, known as Venus #1 (18 feet wide) and Ve-

nus #2 (20 feet wide). The house on 38th Street is Venus 

#1, and two blocks away (on 36th Street) is Venus #2.  

An original promotion in the 1916 catalog, written by a 

happy homeowner said, "My Venus home continually 

attracts attention from people riding and walking by." I'd 

suspect that a few people did stop and stare at Venus #1 in 

1928 when it was shiny and new. And what about Venus #2 

house two blocks away, which was built in 1918. Is there a story there? Did a passerby fall in love with the house 

on 36th and build its smaller twin on 38th Street, ten years later?  And perhaps most interesting of all: These are 

the only two Aladdin Venuses I've found in all of Hampton Roads.  

To contact Rose, please leave a comment at her website,  www.searshomes.org  

Venus model 1 on 38th St. Venus model 2 on 36th 

HISTORIC HOMES OF CPRV by Rosemary Thornton 
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At the dawn of the twentieth century, Norfolk thrived 
as a bustling seaport city that prided itself on sophisti-
cated amenities. In municipalities throughout the coun-
try, however, a trend was emerging. With the prolifera-
tion of electric streetcars and expansion of the lines 
beyond city centers, “streetcar suburbs” materialized as 
rural land changed hands to speculators who focused 
their vision on future growth. One Norfolk citizen who 
mirrored the trend of the time was George M. Dillard, 
president of the Sterling Place Company.  

In 1903, Dillard and his fellow investors purchased a 
newly annexed, 166 acre tract of land formerly know as 
the March Estate. They paid $150,000. The company 
envisioned a residential section intended to house Nor-
folk’s elite city dwellers, those who could be enticed 
away from downtown’s congestion with the promise of 
a new community, replete with modern conveniences 
necessary for a comfortable life. The company named 
its acquisition “Sterling Place.” 

The first task was to prepare the land for development. 
Surrounded by water on three sides--East Haven Creek 
to the east, Tanner’s Creek (now the Lafayette River) to 
the north, and Knitting Mill Creek to the west--the area 
afforded desirable proximity. But all that water also be-
set developers with their first complication: to sur-
mount the challenges that developing on marshy land 
would present. They decided to focus energy and capi-
tal on infilling soggy outlying areas and enclosing the 
banks of the peninsula with a protective bulkhead.  

The company also began to consider layout. They broke 
away from the staid numbered-street format of border-
ing neighborhoods, taking inspiration instead from the 
Jamestown Exposition scheduled to take place in mid-
1907. The Exposition ranked as the mostly highly antici-
pated event of the century. Advertisements for the im-
pending festivities began appearing in 1903. Thus, 
Dillard and his partners agreed upon a unified theme 
and chose the 13 original colonies as monikers for their 
east-to-west oriented streets. Breaking the pattern, the 
street at the southwest corner remained Gray Street, 
until it was renamed Michigan Avenue in the 1920s. 
Colonial Avenue, which already ran through Ghent, con-
veniently fit the theme. Parallel to Colonial, Grafton and 

Granard Avenues were renamed Gosnold and Newport 
to honor Bartholomew Gosnold and Christopher New-
port, the captains of the Susan Constant and the God-
speed, respectively. Additionally, plans incorporated 
four circles placed at street intersections to further pro-
mote design innovation. The circles were labeled as 
well. Along Newport Avenue, at the Rhode Island Ave-
nue intersection, the partners appointed the northern-
most circle as Jamestown Circle. To the south, Yorktown 
Circle was designated at the intersection of Carolina. 
Along Delaware Avenue, the remaining circles were 
named for their geographic locations, East Park and 
West Park.  

 

Artemis is co-author of a popular book on the history of 
Colonial Place and Riverview that is currently out of 
print. She is a resident of Colonial Place. 

Colonial Place & Riverview History by Artemis Stoll 
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Mayflower (from page 1) 

The grant will pay for the installation of salt toler-
ant grasses and low-growing flowering plants on 
both sides of a walkway that will parallel 300 feet 
of the creek.  Funding for the walkway is being 
sought through the Neighbors Initiating Commu-
nity Enhancements (N.I.C.E.) program sponsored 
by the City of Norfolk.  It is a “demonstration” 
project, because it will enable the testing of plant 
hardiness, walkway materials, and overall aes-
thetics before more money is committed to the 
extension of the buffer and walkway along the 
entire creek.  The purpose of the buffer is to slow 
storm water runoff into the creek; the walkway 
preserves a popular place for walkers and joggers.  
The project will be discussed at the February 
meeting of the league.   

John can be reached by emailing  

jdstewart1@cox.net 

 

Just in:  

John Stewart advised the  CPRV Board that the 
Elizabeth River Project has agreed to make up any 
funding shortfall for the buffer planting along 
Knitting Mill Creek.  Pretty Cool.  Even cooler was 
the announcement from ERP that the Lafayette 
Branch of the Elizabeth River has been removed 
from the list of waterways that were classified as 
"impaired" due to bacteria!  This result came 
about because of efforts by the Elizabeth River 
Project and local citizens.  

 

A Heap of Good (from page 1) 

A collaborative, community-wide collection of or-
ganic material includes composting, micro farms 
and community gardens to save landfill space 
(where tons of food waste now goes) and creates 
rich soil and healthy habitats.  

“Think of it,” Jonathan says, “as feeding a vegan—
no meat or dairy, oils or grease. What we put into 
our environment is what we will reap. When we 
grow together, we thrive together. ” He is asking 
for help to create a composting and produce net-
work that will incorporate the 
existing community gardens at 
Knitting Mill Creek and 29th 
Street.  

Jonathan is thinking 10 years 
out; the effort would likely 
generate jobs.  In the mean-
time, expect to see him at an 
upcoming civic league 
meeting. 

Learn more at theplot.us or contact Jonathan Nye 
at 447.4308 or  thenyefactory@gmail.com   

Improvements 
are coming to 
the waterfront 
at Mayflower 

mailto:jdstewart1@cox.net
http://theplot.us
mailto:thenyefactory@gmail.com
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Home by Cheryl Copper, newsletter editor 

For the first 18 years of life as a Navy dependent, I 

never knew what it was like to have roots since we 

moved nearly every two years. Even out on my own, it 

was seven apartments—the change of scenery a rest-

less habit—until Colonial Place where my spouse and I 

bought a house.  

I remember the first time a sense of home came over 

me—on the front porch of our Pennsylvania Avenue 

abode. The lilting notes of a piano floated onto the 

street as twilight settled over the familiar silhouette of 

rooftops and our whispering pine, planted as a small 

Christmas tree 30 years before. The smell of dinner on 

someone’s stove wafted over. We knew and loved 

most of our neighbors who shared their stories, 

meals, porch visits and house keys for pet care and 

baby sitting. It’s a feeling that never left me, though 

we exited CPRV for some years. Like homing pigeons, 

we returned to another porch, another street, and 

new friends here make it special. 

Former Colonial place neighbor Steve Earnhart 

recently posted on Facebook from New York in 

response to a friend’s note that he had never ex-

perienced the camaraderie and mutual helpful-

ness ‘that is the near universal effect of a Buffalo 

snowstorm.’ Steve replied: 

“I have. It was in Colonial Place, Norfolk, Virginia in 
2003 during the aftermath of Hurricane Isabel. 
Neighbors coming together to help clean yards 
and basements and cook food before it spoiled 
with each other in the wake of a big storm. Shar-
ing generator power and whatever remained of 
the cold beer.Cheryl Copper, Jeanie Pollard 
Kline, Robert Rous-
sos, Emily Roberts Rous-
sos, Eric H. Bronner & Ha-
ley Bronner and all of our 
peeps in CPRV. Different 
latitude, same attitude of 
neighborly camaraderie.” 

AT YOUR SERVICE...watch for various Board & Committee People & Responsibilities 

I am your newsletter editor and my goal is to show our neighborhoods’ welcoming diversity and charm, to 

encourage engagement and to inform you about what’s going on.  This job involves creativity, planning 

ahead, graphic design, writing, editing and photography and having an ear to the ground. If you don’t see a 

topic covered here, let me know. Better still, write something. If you want to know more about production, 

getting involved, or you are interested in taking it on this summer when I move on to something else, please 

let me know at  editor@cprv.net   

https://www.facebook.com/cheryl.copper.54
https://www.facebook.com/jeanie.p.kline
https://www.facebook.com/jeanie.p.kline
https://www.facebook.com/robert.roussos
https://www.facebook.com/robert.roussos
https://www.facebook.com/emily.r.roussos
https://www.facebook.com/emily.r.roussos
https://www.facebook.com/eric.h.bronner
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Watch this 

page for 

minutes of the 

Colonial Place/

Riverview Civic 

League (CPRV-

CL) general 

meetings. The 

December 8th 

event was 

more social 

gathering than 

meeting. 

Board meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month. 

Visitors are welcome.  For location/time, please contact 

a board member (see back page)  

DUES RENEWAL  by Tobie Serafim, Membership Chair 

As one year ends and another begins, it is time to renew your 
Civic League dues.  Reminders have gone out in the mail, and I 
will, of course, collect dues at the January meeting.  The cost is 
$10 per person, only $5 per person if 65 or older.  If you are not 
a member of the Civic League, this is the perfect time to 
join.  Join your neighbors once a month at the Eggleston Center 
and learn about developments and actions affecting our com-
munity.  Come listen to our police officers discuss crimes in our 
area and how to avoid becoming a victim.  Let your voice be 
heard on neighborhood issues that are relevant to you and your 
family. Joining the Civic League guarantees that your vote will 
be counted when we are asked by the City to support or reject 
a proposed action that will impact Colonial Place and River-
view.  All you have to do is fill out the form on the back and 
mail it in with your dues.  I look forward to hearing from you. 



CIVIC LEAGUE OFFICERS  
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President  James Gregg 489-8968  President@cprv.net  

Vice-President  John W. Robertson 449-8814  VicePresident@cprv.net  

Secretary  Amy Waters Yarsinske 621-5828  Secretary@cprv.net  

Treasurer  Pete Stoll 627-1728  Treasurer@cprv.net  

Riverview Representative  Jack Kennedy 625-0442  jkennedyva@verizon.net  

COMMITTEES  * denotes Board member   

Welcome*  Lindsey Flaherty  Welcome@cprv.net  

Community Improvement* & John W. Robertson 449-8814  Community@cprv.net  

Community Garden  Nora Chivers 383-4898 (evenings)  Garden@cprv.net  

Crime Prevention *  Dave Wolfe 373-6731  Crime_prevention@cprv.net  

Environmental*  Audrey Webb 623-1197  Environmental@cprv.net  

Membership & Publicity*  Tobie Serafim 635-1853  Membership@cprv.net  

Media* & Media Advertising  Dave Spriggs 627-1441  Media@cprv.net  

Newsletter Distribution  Mary Hormel 627-2392  Newsletter@cprv.net  

Newsletter Editor  Cheryl Copper 351.0272  Editor@cprv.net  

Information Technology  Danielle Burns  —  

If you’d like to volunteer to 

help the League. Please circle 

areas of interest for each 

member of your household:  

#1 #2 Welcome  

#1 #2 Community Improve-

ment  

#1 #2 Environmental  

#1 #2 Newsletter Production  

#1 #2 Technology  

#1 #2 Newsletter Distribution  

#1 #2 Advertising  

#1 #2 Crime Prevention  

#1 #2 Membership  

#1 #2 Publicity  

#1 #2 Art Walk  

#1 #2 Community Garden  

 

 

Name #1 _____________________________ 

Address ______________________________ 

Email #1 ______________________________ 

Name #2 __________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________ 

Email #2 __________________________________ 

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE: Make your voice count on neighborhood issues & meet neighbors! 

Dues are $10 per person or $5 

for persons over 65 years of 

age. Membership expires De-

cember 31st each year. Clip this 

coupon and mail to:                           

Colonial Place-Riverview Civic 

League, P.O. Box 6130, Norfolk, 

VA 23508 or bring it to the next 

meeting.  
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POLICE NON-EMERGENCY:  441-5610  

OFFICER CARRIE MAGLALANG: 823-4425 OR email: carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov  

Norfolk Cares: 664-6510 (neighborhood issues) 

Or email: healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov  


