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CIVIC LEAGUE 
MEETING REMINDER

MONDAY, January 13th

7:00 pm

We now meet at 

Eggleston Center
110 Lavalette Avenue
(next to Let’s Go! Pet Care)

Charlie’s Cafe
(site of the former Veneziano)

Now Open!

     Nearly 30 years ago Charlie’s opened on the 
corner of 18th and Granby in the Ghent section of 
Norfolk and quickly became a local favorite for 
its home cooking and homey charm. Charlie’s has 
since become an icon of independent local dining 
and funky fun experiences. Being listed in the 
“foodie’s almanac” at Roadfood.com as one of the 
top diners in America, and a notable visit from actor 
Tom Hanks, have helped make Charlie’s Cafe one 
of Norfolk’s unique places to visit.

     Located at 4024 Granby Street, the Veneziano 
Restaurant was the longest continually run dine-in 
restaurant in Norfolk. When the owners decided to 
retire they were adamant the space that had been in 
their family for over 60 years remain a local family 
run business. Owner Ted Warren and his daughter 
Laurie invite you to take a stroll around their dining 
rooms and see some long hidden architectural and 
artistic details, and the way they have introduced 
Charlie’s funky decor while respecting the history 
of the restaurant. Excited to be a part of the 
Riverview revitalization, they look forward to 
serving you soon for breakfast, lunch or dinner!

Dead Poets Society? Not 
at our next meeting! On 13 
January 2014 your Civic 
League invites you to hear
a real, live, Award-winning 
poet.  Norfolk’s own …
Tim Seibles
Tim is the author of seven 
collections of poetry, most 
recently, Fast Animal 

(Etruscan Press, 2012), which was nominated for a 
National Book Award. His work has been published 
in numerous literary journals and magazines, 
and one of his poems is included in The Best of 
American Poetry, 2013.
His honors include an Open Voice Award and 
fellowships from the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center.
A native of Philadelphia, Tim resides in Norfolk and 
is a Professor in the MFA Program at Old Dominion 
University. He is also a teaching board member of 
The Muse Writing Workshop.
Tim’s poetry is nostalgic, sexy, and provocative. 
The next best thing to reading his poems is to hear 
them dance out of his mouth.

Poet Tim Seibles
by Juanita Cruz and Dave Spriggs
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President’s Column 
John W. Robertson, CPRV Civic League President

Hello, Neighbors –

    We had a great Holiday Party a few weeks 
ago!  I hope you made it and sampled some of 
the great food provided by Cafe M and The Dirty 
Buffalo, or maybe won a door prize donated by 
MJ’s, Mary Barnett’s, Bloom - the Art of Flowers, 
Cafe M and your Civic league.  We thank them all 
for their donations and assistance.  Jami Hickey 
of Georgia Avenue won the cookie contest with 
her “Espresso Cookies”, but I have to say, each 
cookie the judges sampled was great, and we had 
a spirited debate before we were forced to choose 
only one winner.

     Even though the holiday season is over, we 
should still be mindful of our surroundings, and 
watch out for the nefarious folks who want to 
take what we have.  Please remember to lock 
your doors, especially your car, and keep a wary 
eye out for strangers and unusual activity.  If you 
have any doubts, call the Norfolk Police Non-
Emergency number at 441-5610 to have an officer 
check things out.

     Also remember that current Civic League 
memberships expire on December 31; make plans 
to renew yours, either through the mail, or at any 
meeting.

    Please plan to join your neighbors and attend 
the next CPRV Civic League meeting on the 
2nd Monday, January 13th, at 7:00pm in the 
Eggleston Center at 110 Lavalette Avenue.  See 
you there! 

Welcome to the Neighborhood!
     If you are new to Colonial Place or Riverview, as our way 
of saying “Welcome!” we would like to bring you a reusable 
shopping bag filled with informational materials and other 
goodies.  To receive your welcome bag, please contact:

the Welcome Committee
(757) 449-8814 or e-mail: Welcome@cprv.net

COLONIAL PLACE
Street Sweeping Schedule: 

Tuesday, January 14th for even addresses 
Wednesday, January 15th for odd addresses

Recycling Schedule: 
Thursday, January 9th 

Thursday, January 23rd

Colonial Place/Riverview
Community News

The official publication of the
Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League

Norfolk, Virginia
Published monthly - 12 times per year.

Circulation: Colonial Place and Riverview neigh-
borhoods - approximately 1600 residences.

Publisher:  CPRV Civic League
                  Media Committee
       David A. Spriggs, Chairperson

Editor:       VACANT

RIVERVIEW
Street Sweeping Schedule: 

Wednesday, January 15th for all addresses

Recycling Schedule: 
Thursday, January 9th 

Thursday, January 23rd
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at our February 10th meeting...

NORFOLK’S BARGE HOMES
Have you ever noticed those 16 identical bungalows in Riverview? For years, we’d heard that those 
houses had been built at the Jamestown Exposition (in 1907) and then shipped (by barge) to Riverview 
when the Exposition ended. 

Well, turns out that part of the story is true! The little houses did arrive by barge, but they came from Pen-
niman, Virginia, DuPont’s 37th munitions plant on the York River, about six miles east of Williamsburg. 
This is now the site of the Navy’s Cheatham Annex.

Built by DuPont in 1916, Penniman was a 6,000-acre shell-loading plant, and created munitions for the 
war in Europe. When the United States entered the fray in 1917, the government paid to have additional 
worker housing built at Penniman, and the paint was still drying on the 250+ new houses when the Armi-
stice was signed (November 1918).

How these houses came to Norfolk is a remarkable story and a fascinating piece of Norfolk’s history. If 
you’re interested in learning more, David Spriggs and Rosemary Thornton will be giving a talk on 
“Penniman and Riverview” in February 2014, and we’ll be featuring dozens of never-before-seen vin-
tage images! You don’t want to miss this presentation!

MJ’s Tavern
4019 Granby St.

Norfolk, VA 23504
757-648-8942

Find us on Facebook!

Open Daily From 11:00 AM Until 2:00 AM 7 Days A Week
Lunch, Dinner, Late Night
Sunday Breakfast / Brunch 10% off with CPRV card!
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Working Together for
Your Financial Future

Irene B O'Brien
Financial Advisor
.

309 West Bute Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
757-622-2892

Member SIPC

Home Inspections ◆ Mold Testing ◆ Home Energy Inspections 
Construction Inspections ◆ Repair Verification 

JOHN W. ROBERTSON, CPI
InterNACHI Certified Professional Inspector®

Call me to schedule your inspection! 757-620-3880
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CPRV Civic League 
December 2013 Meeting 

Summary
     The meeting was called to order by President John 
Robertson at 7:15 PM. 

Because the meeting was being held as part of the 
CPRV Civic League Holiday Party, the business 
conducted was necessarily brief.

Dave Wolfe, Treasurer, reported the follwoing:
CK BEGINNING BALANCE  $  6,861.51

REVENUE    $     535.06
EXPENSES    $  1,032.44

CK BALANCE    $  6,364.13

CD     $  5,218.51

TOTAL     $11,582.64

There were no other committee reports provided or 
requested.

Norfolk Police Officer Carrie Maglalang reported that, 
overall, the rate of crime in our two neighborhoods 
was reduced from last year.  She received several 
questions from individuals about increased safety 
during the holidays, and she discussed with the group 
a number of common-sense tips, such as locking 
autos, removing packages and parcels from sight, 
increased attention to strangers who might approach 
at malls and while one is not paying close attention, 
and the need for everyone to remain on their guard as 
much as possible.

A number of general questions were asked concerning 
major projects around the neighborhoods such as the 
Greenway Project at Llewellyn Avenue and the fate 
of the former Stuart School building, and information 
will be made available as it is received.

A number of local artists who participated in the 
ArtWalk event were on hand with their art for sale, 
and there was much interest generated in their work.

Quite a few people received door prizes donated by 
local businesses, and most people appeared to have a 
good time while eating and drinking food provided by 

local restaurants.

The meeting and festivities adjourned at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Tobie Serafim,
for Juanita Cruz, Secretary
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P.O. Box 6130, Norfolk, VA 23508
www.cprv.net

COMMITTEES
Welcome                                        Welcome@cprv.net
      Lindsey Flaherty* ..................................................

Community Improvement & Beautification
      VACANT*.............................Community@cprv.net
      Community Garden
      Greg & Sue VanHecke............sweetgene@aol.com

Environmental                     Environmental@cprv.net
      Audrey Webb*..........................................623-1197

Media                                                 Media@cprv.net
      Dave Spriggs*..........................................627-1441
    Newsletter Production    Newsletter Distribution
               VACANT                         Mary Hormell
    Media Advertising          Information Technology
            VACANT                           Danielle Burns

Membership & Publicity        Membership@cprv.net
      Tobie Serafim*..........................................635-1853

Crime Prevention           Crime_prevention@cprv.net
      VACANT*................................................................

* denotes Board member

CIVIC LEAGUE OFFICERS
President                                       President@cprv.net
      John W. Robertson...................................449-8814

Vice-President                       VicePresident@cprv.net
      Dave Spriggs....(Riverview Representative).........627-1441 
 
Secretary                                       Secretary@cprv.net
      Juanita Cruz ...........................................................

Treasurer                                      Treasurer@cprv.net
      Dave Wolfe...............................................373-6731

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each 
month and are open to everyone.  Contact the CPRV 

President for more information.

For advertising information, or to submit articles or 
announcements, contact Dave Spriggs at

Media@cprv.net or 627-1441.

The deadline for advertising or newsletter submis-
sions is the 15th day of the preceding month.

Name #1  __________________________________

Name #2  __________________________________

Address  __________________________________

Phone     __________________________________

E-mail #1__________________________________

E-mail #2__________________________________

Dues:   $10/person or $5/person over 65

Membership expires December 31st each year.

Clip this coupon and mail to:
P.O. Box 6130, Norfolk, VA 23508

or bring to the next meeting - Welcome!

YES!  I’d like to volunteer to help the League
Please circle areas of interest for each member

 #1 #2    Welcome
 #1 #2    Community Improvement
 #1 #2    Environmental 
 #1 #2    Newsletter Production
 #1 #2    Technology
 #1 #2    Newsletter Distribution
 #1 #2    Advertising
 #1 #2    Crime Prevention
 #1 #2    Membership
 #1 #2    Publicity
 #1 #2    Art Walk
 #1 #2    Community Garden
 #1 #2    Social Activities
 #1 #2    Other______________________

Officer Carrie Maglalang........................823-4425 or
carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov

Norfolk Police

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE
Make your voice count about neighborhood issues!

Norfolk Cares (issues in the neighborhood)
664-6510  or  healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov

Police Non-Emergency Phone Number:  441-5610


