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ecoFest 2015, a fun-filled successor to 
the RiverFest held in Colonial Place for 
four years, will return to Mayflower 
Road late spring with exhibits, demon-
strations and activities for all ages.  

Once a joint project between the Eliz-
abeth River Project (ERP) and the City 
of Norfolk, the popular riverfront fes-
tival focused on improving water qual-
ity in the Lafayette River through indi-
vidual actions at home. With ERP 
shifting to another tributary, Lafayette 
Environmental Outreach, the City of 
Norfolk and other partners, will con-
tinue its educational efforts.  

Themes include wetland restoration, 
water conservation, proper disposal 
of harmful waste, runoff and bacterial 
contamination, rain barrels, pet waste 
disposal, recycling and more.  

 There are 200 volunteers and spon-
sors (the City of Norfolk, the Hampton 
Roads Sanitation District, the Eliza-
beth River Project, and local business-
es and organizations, including the 
Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League) 
already engaged. If you would like to 
contribute or donate, see page 4. 

For more on ecoFest 2015, visit 
www.ecofestnorfolk.com 

ecoFest Brings              
River-front Fun to         

Colonial Place May 2  

New improvements at www.cprv.net  
benefit Colonial Place and Riverview resi-
dents. A Community Garden page offers 
an application form to rent a plot.   

If you have ideas, please send them to me 
or to Dave Spriggs, and we’ll see what we 
can do.  We have expended no additional 

funds in completing any of the above.   

More good news—the changes were 
done with free volunteer labor and free 
open-source software!  

Stay tuned: we plan to implement more 
changes in the coming months.   

Dr. Samuel T. King, a native of Smithville, Georgia, has 
30 years of public education experience and has been 
Superintendent of Norfolk Public Schools on since 
July of 2012. He came to us from Rockdale County 
Public Schools in Georgia after seven years as Super-
intendent. He began his career as classroom math 
and science teacher at all levels. Dr. King earned a BA 
in Middle Grades Education from Mercer University; a 
Master’s and Specialist Degree in Education Admin 
and Supervision from University of West Georgia; and 

his Doctoral in Educational Leadership from University of Sarasota (Argosy). 
 
Dr. King is proud that under his leadership, Norfolk Public Schools engaged in 
a year-long, community-wide effort to develop a five-year Strategic Plan de-
signed to transform NPS into the cornerstone of a proudly diverse communi-
ty. The School Board adopted the plan in July 2013, and the division is in the 
first phase, and a key component is to improve student achievement by 
transforming school culture. He introduced and a six-step process for highly 
effective classroom teaching and has strengthened NPS’ relationships with 
multiple community partners. Coming: five new school buildings. 

CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING: Monday, Feb 9 at 7 pm 
Eggleston’s  (110 Lavalette Ave) 

Norfolk School Superintendent to Speak Monday, 

Feb 9 at CPRV Civic League  

CPRV Web Site Changes by  John W. Robertson, Vice-President 

FOUND – Urn With Pet’s Ashes was found in the Community Garden.  It has paw prints and a date of death of June 
3, 2011.  Please contact Steve Brown at 560-3859 and tell him the name of the pet to reclaim it. 
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GREEN CORNER                                   By Audrey Webb 

“LOVE” Human Sundial at Lafayette Park 4 pm & 
OPEN HOUSE ON FEBRUARY 11 from 2:30-6:00 

pm at Ernie Morgan Environmental Action Center   

Near Colonial Place and Riverview neighborhoods 
is a former concession stand in Lafayette Park that 
was converted into a green building—the Ernie 
Morgan Environmental Action Center aka head-
quarters for Keep Norfolk Beautiful.  

Now home to the Lafayette Wetlands Partnership, 
the Norfolk Environmental Commission (on which 
our Audrey Web serves), the Great American 
Clean Up, Norfolk’s recycling education, litter pre-
vention and a parade of other fun and worthwhile 
efforts. 

Pop over to to check out the Liberty Garden in re-
membrance of September 11th, solar panels, sun 
tubes, passive heating and cooling systems, recy-
cled linoleum floors, carpet made from plastic 
bottles, worm composting, rain gardens and bar-
rels, a green roof and a straw bale room. 

The Love event at 4 pm is for the statewide Vir-
ginia is for Lovers” campaign. EMC is located at 
3500 Granby St. Take Zoo main entrance, then the 
first left and park at the end. 

For more information, call 441-1347 or email    
foneonline@gmail.com  

 

From President James Gregg 

 

Many thanks for all the people who deliver our 
newsletter. They show "The Power of We!"  

"The Power of We" can also make a big difference 
in making our neighborhood safer.  

Please ensure that your house numbers are visible 
at night—if we can't see them, neither can emer-
gency responders!  

We all can make it tough on criminals by being 
alert, locking our cars, keeping valuables out of 
sight, closing our curtains at night, and most im-
portant—"Keep It Bright All Night"—by keeping 
porch lights on in front and back. Motion sensor 
lights are a help.   

"The Power of We" is also very effective when we 
volunteer to share our talents with the civic 
league's various committees. I am eager to find 
more enthusiastic volunteers to help on Colonial 
Place-Riverview Civic League (CPRVCL) projects, 
such as Ecofest this spring. Please call or e-mail a 
committee chairperson to make a difference. 

When you see that an elderly neighbor is struggling 
to keep up a house or yard,  lend a hand and help in 
any way you can. They will appreciate "The Power 
of We." This will also add value to our property at 
the same time. 

Thank you for being such a good neighbor. 
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We rented our 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue home 
sight unseen 
this summer. As 
a public service 
announcement, 
I would like to 
officially not 

recommend doing that, but we real-
ly lucked out!  
 
We get to celebrate the house's 
100th year in 2015. We're less excit-
ed about the plumbing issues that 
came with a century-old home. We 
had reservations about the house's 
single bathroom, but were delighted 
to discover we miraculously already 
knew our next door neighbors---we 
lived near each other when we were 
stationed in Japan.  
 
The family across the street has a 
boy our son's age. Within 24 hours 
of getting our keys, almost all our 
neighbors had introduced them-
selves. Now, we're from Texas, so 
we know friendly. But this level of 
welcome blew us away.  

 
We've lived in Colonial Place less 
than six months, but looping around 
the waterfront for an easy two-mile 
walk as often as we can already 
seems like a path we've walked for-
ever. Maybe it's waving to neigh-
bors we've also seen at church, or 
bringing our baby girl home to this 
old house and wondering how many 
other babies have come home here; 
it's hard to pinpoint the charm of 
the neighborhood. It's a charm that 
both soothes and invites.  
 
I've never felt so connected to a 
community's past: Sipping tea while 
the kids play on the porch and spec-
ulating about past generations who 
sat there, strolling under winter 
stars while bells toll from some-
where, tucking our kids into bed in 
rooms so old they don't have clos-
ets. It's past and present boxed up 
together. And we're adding our own 
hopes for the immediate future 
whenever I hear my new favorite 
sound: my son calling out, "Let's go 
outside! The neighbors are playing!"  

LIGHTS ON, Somebody 
is home! By Dave Wolfe, 

Crime Prevention Committee  
 
Well lit properties and streets re-
duce our collective susceptibility 
to crime. If you and your neigh-
bors keep porch and other lights 
on all night, coupled with func-
tional street lights, your whole 
block becomes less of a target for 
criminals. For street light outages, 
this is a real easy process. 
 
 Write down the pole number 

(alpha/numeric/alpha/
numeric) e.g. C-0417-VF-04) 

 Note the street address of the 
closest property 

 Report outages online at the 
web site below or call 1-866-
DOM-HELP (1-866-366-4357) 

 If you’re unable to call or re-
port the outage online, please 
send me an email with the 
streetlight pole number and 
closest property and I will call.    

 
https://www.dom.com/
residential/dominion-virginia-
power/outage-center/streetlight-
outages 
 
My email is  
Crime_prevention@cprv.net 

New Neighbor: Mari Krueger & Guest Newsletter Writer  

https://www.dom.com/residential/dominion-virginia-power/outage-center/streetlight-outages
https://www.dom.com/residential/dominion-virginia-power/outage-center/streetlight-outages
https://www.dom.com/residential/dominion-virginia-power/outage-center/streetlight-outages
https://www.dom.com/residential/dominion-virginia-power/outage-center/streetlight-outages
mailto:Crime_prevention@cprv.net
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Want to advertise in the         

newsletter, please contact          

David Spriggs at  media@cprv.net 

ecoFest Donations from page  one  

Donations are tax-deductible and can be made online at www.ecofestnorfolk.com, or by check, payable to 

“Lafayette Environmental Outreach” at ecoFest Lafayette Environmental Outreach 520 W 21st Street, Suite 

G2-421 Norfolk, VA 23517   

Lafayette Environmental Outreach (LEO), is an environmental education 501(c) (3) non-profit organization 

whose mission is community outreach and education on pressing environmental issues facing local communi-

ties and tackling and solving some of the most difficult environmental challenges faced by local governments 

and their residents. For more information on Lafayette Environmental Outreach, call (757) 656-6827 or visit 

www.LafayetteEnvironmentalOutreach.org   

mailto:media@cprv.net
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Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League (CPRVCL)                                                                          
January 12, 2015 General Meeting 

Board meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month. Visitors are welcome. Contact a board member for location/time.  

Meeting called to order at 7 pm. 

President James Gregg introduced our PACE officer, Car-
rie Maglalang who reported that youths are taking cars 
left unlocked with keys inside. She asked us to lock the 
cars and not put valuables inside. President Gregg reiter-
ated the need to keep porch lights on all night to deter 
criminals and to have a "Porch Buddy" to look after prop-
erty when absent. The president introduced three pre-
senters: 

 Jonathan Nye is encouraging us to compost our kitch-
en waste (except for meat and dairy products). He 
wants to collect them and provide compost to help 
grow food for distribution to those in need. He is at 
thenyefactory@gmail.com or 447-4308.  

 Edie, manager of the Eggleston Garden Center, told 
us about bargains at the garden center—and CPRV 
discounts.  

 Mark Woodard, designer, and Jason Im, owner of the 
Shell Station at the Granby Bridge showed us renova-
tion plans and drawings of how it will look as an Exx-
on Station, once Jason gets the Exxon franchise. They 
answered questions from the membership and asked 
for CPRVCL's approval. Those present agreed that the 
renovations were an improvement. 

Vice-President John W. Robertson gave an update on the 
progress of Ecofest, coming in May. 

Treasurer Pete Stoll gave his report. CK Acct. balance 
$8256.17, Revenue $770.05, Expenses $1223.64,  ending 
Ck Bal. $7802.58.   CD $5224.62   Total...$13,027.20. 

Membership Chair Tobie Serafim reminded everyone to 
renew their 2015 membership. She will be mailing re-
minders soon for those who haven't renewed. 

Media Committee had several members present.  Mary 
Hormel, who distributes the newsletters, with the help of 
over 50 newsletter deliverers, thanked all who help in 
that effort. Cheryl Copper, newsletter editor, asked eve-
ryone to submit articles for the newsletter. (We are going 
to 6 pages until the advertisements bring in more reve-
nue.) As our new webmaster, John Robertson also talked 
of the new features of our improved website. 
WWW.CPRV.NET. 

Crime Prevention chair Dave Wolfe asked everyone to 
report any street lights out to Dominion Virginia Power, 
with the number of the pole and the address of the resi-
dence nearest to it. He is also welcoming new members 
to his committee. 

Community Improvement Chair John Robertson reported 
on the CPRV Community Garden, which is now insured by 
CPRVCL, and is under going improvements. John also an-
swered a question about the Mermaid, which was re-
paired. It is resting in storage and will be displayed, in the 
circle at Delaware Avenue and Colonial Avenue, once a 
new base is done. It is also insured by CPRVCL. 

Dave McDonald, from the Traffic Committee, asked for 
more members to help his committee plan cross flow 
traffic control through Colonial Place. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 pm. James Gregg, Secretary 
Temp. (Amy Waters-Yarsinse could not be present) 

mailto:thenyefactory@gmail.com
http://WWW.CPRV.NET


If you’d like  to volunteer to help 

the League. Please circle areas of 

interest for each member of your 

household: 

#1 #2    Welcome  

#1 #2    Community Improvement  

#1 #2    Environmental   

#1 #2    Newsletter Production  

#1 #2    Technology  

#1 #2    Newsletter Distribution  

#1 #2    Advertising  

#1 #2    Crime Prevention  

#1 #2    Membership  

#1 #2    Publicity 

 #1 #2    Art Walk  

#1 #2    Community Garden 

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE: Make your voice count on neighborhood issues! 

Name #1  __________________________________    Name #2  __________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________      Phone     __________________________________ 

E-mail #1__________________________________     E-mail #2__________________________________ 

Dues are $10 per person or 

$5 for persons over 65 years 

of age. Membership expires 

December 31st each year. 

Clip this coupon and mail to:  

Colonial Place-Riverview 

Civic League, P.O. Box 6130, 

Norfolk, VA 23508 or  bring 

it to the next meeting. 

February 2015 
www.cprv.net 

CIVIC LEAGUE OFFICERS  
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President    James Gregg 489-8968  President@cprv.net  

Vice-President   John W. Robertson  449-8814     VicePresident@cprv.net       

Secretary     Amy  Waters Yarsinske 621-5828 Secretary@cprv.net       

Treasurer         Pete Stoll 627-1728  Treasurer@cprv.net       

Riverview Representative Jack Kennedy 625-0442  jkennedyva@verizon.net 

COMMITTEES    * denotes Board member   

Welcome*     Lindsey Flaherty Welcome@cprv.net       

Community Improvement* &             

Beautification       

John W. Robertson  449-8814     Community@cprv.net       

Community Garden       Nora Chivers   383-4898 (evenings) Garden@cprv.net 

Crime Prevention *          Dave Wolfe 373-6731  Crime_prevention@cprv.net       

Environmental*       Audrey Webb  623-1197  Environmental@cprv.net       

Membership & Publicity*         Tobie Serafim 635-1853  Membership@cprv.net       

Media* & Media Advertising Dave Spriggs  627-1441     Media@cprv.net       

Newsletter Distribution                 Mary Hormel 627-2392 Newsletter@cprv.net 

Newsletter Editor Cheryl Copper 351.0272 Editor@cprv.net 

Information Technology       

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY:      441-5610 

Officer Carrie Maglalang: 823.4425 or email: carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov 

Norfolk Cares 664-6510 (neighborhood issues)    

or healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov  

mailto:Newsletter@cprv.net
mailto:Editor@cprv.net

