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CIVIC LEAGUE 
MEETING REMINDER

MONDAY, February 10th

7:00 pm

We now meet at 

Eggleston Center
110 Lavalette Avenue
(next to Let’s Go! Pet Care)

The Barge Homes Of Norfolk
by David Spriggs & Rosemary Thornton

     Have you ever noticed those 16 identical bungalows in Riverview or the two in Highland Park? For 
years, we’d heard that those houses had been built at the Jamestown Exposition (in 1907) and then shipped 
(by barge) to Riverview when the Exposition ended.
     Well, turns out part of the story is true! The little houses did arrive by barge, but they came from Penni-
man, Virginia, DuPont’s 37th munitions plant on the York River, about six miles east of Williamsburg. This 
is now the site of the Navy’s Cheatham Annex.
     Here are two images of the bungalows at their original location at Penniman:

     Built by DuPont in 1916, Penniman was a 6,000-acre shell-loading plant, and created munitions for the 
war in Europe. When the United States entered the fray in 1917, the government paid to have additional 
worker housing built at Penniman, and the paint was still drying on the 250+ new houses when the Armi-
stice was signed (November 1918).
     How these houses came to Norfolk is a remarkable story and a fascinating piece of Norfolk’s history. If 
you’re interested in learning more, David Spriggs and Rosemary Thornton will be giving a talk on “Penni-
man and Riverview” at the Civic League meeting on  February 10th, and we’ll be featuring dozens of never-
before-seen vintage images like the two above! You don’t want to miss this presentation!

Mermaid “Lady Anne”
     The mermaid sculpture formerly located along 
Mayflower Road near Colonial Avenue has been 
removed for repairs and repainting by the original 
artist Georgia Mason.

     Once she is returned, the Civic League will be 
asking residents for suggestions as to a better loca-
tion to make our mermaid both more visible and 
better protect her from nature and vandals.  Please 
be thinking on this topic and let us know your sug-
gestions!
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President’s Column 
John W. Robertson, CPRV Civic League President

Hello, Neighbors –

    Hope you survived the “Blizzard of ‘14”!  
Accounts vary, but it looks as though most areas 
of Colonial Place and Riverview got between 
9” - 11” of snow at the end of January.  When the 
garbage service is cancelled for a couple of days, 
you know it’s pretty deep.

     If you’ve ever wondered about the history of 
Colonial Place and Riverview, you are not going 
to want to miss our February meeting.  Dave 
Spriggs and Rosemary Thornton will be providing 
their insight on some of the most fascinating 
homes in our area.  There’s not much these two 
folks can’t answer about our neighborhoods, so 
please do try to attend this unique presentation.

    Our thanks to Tim Seibles, professor at ODU, who 
shared some of his wonderful poetry with us at our 
last meeting.  A great treat by an exceptionally talented 
poet!

     Please remember that current Civic League 
memberships expired on December 31; make 
plans to renew yours, either through the mail, or at 
any meeting.

    Please plan to join your neighbors and attend 
the next CPRV Civic League meeting on the 
2nd Monday, February 10th, at 7:00pm in the 
Eggleston Center at 110 Lavalette Avenue.  See 
you there! 

Welcome to the Neighborhood!
     If you are new to Colonial Place or Riverview, as our way 
of saying “Welcome!” we would like to bring you a reusable 
shopping bag filled with informational materials and other 
goodies.  To receive your welcome bag, please contact:

the Welcome Committee
(757) 449-8814 or e-mail: Welcome@cprv.net

COLONIAL PLACE
Street Sweeping Schedule: 

Tuesday, February 11th for even addresses 
Wednesday, February 12th for odd addresses

Recycling Schedule: 
Thursday, February 6th 

Thursday, February 20rd

Colonial Place/Riverview
Community News

The official publication of the
Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League

Norfolk, Virginia
Published monthly - 12 times per year.

Circulation: Colonial Place and Riverview neigh-
borhoods - approximately 1600 residences.

Publisher:  CPRV Civic League
                  Media Committee
       David A. Spriggs, Chairperson

Editor:       VACANT

RIVERVIEW
Street Sweeping Schedule: 

Wednesday, February 12th for all addresses

Recycling Schedule: 
Thursday, February 6th 
Thursday, February 20th
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RIVERFest 2014
by Fleta Jackson, City of Norfolk

RIVERFest 2014 planning is almost complete. Being able to celebrate the river in Colonial Place is al-
ways a treat for event attendees and on behalf of the RIVERFest Committee; we would like to thank you 
all for your continued support. Colonial Place truly represents this year’s theme: Reflections of Our River. 
The festival will take place on April 26th from 10am to 4pm.
We have lots in store for RIVERFest 2014. See below for a list of activities and events.
• The Elizabeth River’s Learning Barge will be back 
• Embellished Canoe/Kayak race on the river
• Fireboats from Norfolk and Chesapeake
• Seventeen schools are participating in the Rain Barrel Auction
• Eco-Cycling will be hosting an Run/Walk, Bike and Kayak event that will allow participants to 
celebrate the beauty of the River and Community
• Canine Crusaders will be back promoting clean waterways
• We have several Artists returning as well as Bike Norfolk
• RIVERFest’s first bulkhead fishing tournament will take place
• Food Vendors will be attending to provide delicious dishes for all appetites. 
• Three bands will be performing at the festival including one of Colonial Place’s very own, Skye 
Zentz. 
Don’t forget to save the date for April 26th from 10am to 4pm. Come out and enjoy the Reflections of Our 
River while enjoying a free fun filled educational family day.

Home Inspections ◆ Mold Testing ◆ Home Energy Inspections 
Construction Inspections ◆ Repair Verification 

JOHN W. ROBERTSON, CPI
InterNACHI Certified Professional Inspector®

Call me to schedule your inspection! 757-620-3880

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Working Together for
Your Financial Future

Irene B O'Brien
Financial Advisor
.

309 West Bute Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
757-622-2892

Member SIPC
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People lose more money to 3rd parties, unknowingly & unnecessarily, 
than they ever gain in savings & investments. 

I can help you find the money you’re losing and effectively raise your 
return without risk or lifestyle changes.

Contact me for a presentation or consultation.

Asset Strategy Group

www.AssetStrategyGroup.com

Barbara Lester 757-450-3300
Barb@AssetStrategyGroup.com

MJ’s Tavern
4019 Granby St.

Norfolk, VA 23504
757-648-8942

Find us on Facebook!

Open Daily From 11:00 AM Until 2:00 AM 7 Days A Week
Lunch, Dinner, Late Night
Sunday Breakfast / Brunch 10% off with CPRV card!

The following was received in January’s mail...

I live on Mayflower Road and a cousin recently 
sent me a Holiday envelope full of family pictures 
that was mailed to my home (as a surprise for 
Xmas.)  The envelop disappeared from our mail-
box and somehow the majority of the contents 
of this envelop ended up in a neighbor’s yard 
a block away.  Without the envelop present the 
couple who found the pictures had no idea who 
the pictures belong to.  Instead of just throwing 
them out they posted a notice on the neighbor-
hood listserv and to my good fortune the post was 
spotted by a neighbor that knew me.  Long story 
short the couple who found the pictures returned 
them to me personally.  After an awkward mo-
ment and a tearful realization of what the package 
held I gave them each a huge hug and thanked 
them.  It seems that my cousin had enclosed over 
40 family pictures of my parents, grandparents, 
great-grandparents, cousins, classmates, needless 
to say they were irreplaceable.  Not even having 
fully recovered from the first visit about an hour 
later I heard a knock on the door and it was a sec-
ond neighbor and he had recovered the envelop 
that my cousin had sent all the pictures in and it 
contained my parents original wedding picture 
from 1950.  Since both of my parents and most of 
my family is now deceased I was thrilled to have 
any family pictures.  Unfortunately, I didn’t get 
the man’s name so I can’t thank him properly.

The first helpers were Lynn and Bill Ruehlmann 
(they found the bulk of the pictures,) the second 
helper was Sherry Keller (she spotted the post on 
listserv and called me,) and the third helper was a 
lovely dark haired man with a big adorable wire-
haired dog (he found the mailing envelop and my 
Mom and Dad’s Wedding Photo.)  

I guess Hilary was right!  “It takes a village.”

Warm wishes and many thanks to those listed 
above.

Sincerely,

Kate Barker
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CPRV Civic League January 
2014 Meeting Summary

     Meeting called to order 7:05 pm
PACE Officer Report by Officer LaSala 
Officer Lasala reported 4 larcenies and 4 incidents of 
vandalism.  
He explained the difference between larceny, a 
misdemeanor; and felony, when it involves a loss of 
over $200.
When asked about packages missing from mailboxes, 
Officer Lasala said none had been reported.
Officer Lasala also spoke about the importance of 
safeguarding E-Z passes, which if stolen, its theft is 
not easily tracked.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS
President Robertson summarized last month’s holiday 
party.  A good time was had by all.

Treasurer Dave Wolfe reported the following: 
CK BEGINNING BALANCE  $  6861.51
REVENUE    $    535.06
EXPENSES                 $  1032.44
CK BALANCE    $  6364.13

CD                                            $   5218.51
TOTAL                                     $  11582.64

Copies were provided to each member.

Committee Reports
Membership:  Tobie Serafim reported that renewal 
notices have been sent out.  Thus far 85 members have 
paid and over 100 are pending.

New Business
Vice President David Spriggs spoke briefly about the 
“Norfolk Barge Homes” Presentation that is scheduled 
for February 10th.  Vice President Spriggs and Ms. 
Rose Thornton will jointly present the history of 
how identical bungalows arrived in Riverview, and 
how other homes came to Norfolk by barge.  Their 
presentation will feature vintage images never seen 
before.
The 2014 Riverfest which is scheduled to take 
place in April was mentioned.  More information is 
forthcoming.
Other
Members were reminded that Eggleston Garden offers 
a 15% discount when they present their Civic League 
membership card.

Old Business:  A resident raised the issue of the removal 
of trash cans at Lafayette Park boat ramp and the need 
to reinstate dog waste removal.  This item was tabled for 
future discussion.
A question was raised about the plans for bulk-heading 
at the southern end of Knitting Mill Creek.  The resident 
was advised that it is a slow process; however, it has not 
been shelved.
Guest Tim Seibles shared several of his poems, held 
a brief question and answer period, and autographed 
copies of his books.  He was well received and thanked 
by all.
Meeting Adjourned:  8:00 pm
Juanita Cruz, CPRV Secretary
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P.O. Box 6130, Norfolk, VA 23508
www.cprv.net

COMMITTEES
Welcome                                        Welcome@cprv.net
      Lindsey Flaherty* ..................................................

Community Improvement & Beautification
      VACANT*.............................Community@cprv.net
      Community Garden
      Greg & Sue VanHecke............sweetgene@aol.com

Environmental                     Environmental@cprv.net
      Audrey Webb*..........................................623-1197

Media                                                 Media@cprv.net
      Dave Spriggs*..........................................627-1441
    Newsletter Production    Newsletter Distribution
               VACANT                         Mary Hormell
    Media Advertising          Information Technology
            VACANT                           Danielle Burns

Membership & Publicity        Membership@cprv.net
      Tobie Serafim*..........................................635-1853

Crime Prevention           Crime_prevention@cprv.net
      VACANT*................................................................

* denotes Board member

CIVIC LEAGUE OFFICERS
President                                       President@cprv.net
      John W. Robertson...................................449-8814

Vice-President                       VicePresident@cprv.net
      Dave Spriggs....(Riverview Representative).........627-1441 
 
Secretary                                       Secretary@cprv.net
      Juanita Cruz ...........................................................

Treasurer                                      Treasurer@cprv.net
      Dave Wolfe...............................................373-6731

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each 
month and are open to everyone.  Contact the CPRV 

President for more information.

For advertising information, or to submit articles or 
announcements, contact Dave Spriggs at

Media@cprv.net or 627-1441.

The deadline for advertising or newsletter submis-
sions is the 15th day of the preceding month.

Name #1  __________________________________

Name #2  __________________________________

Address  __________________________________

Phone     __________________________________

E-mail #1__________________________________

E-mail #2__________________________________

Dues:   $10/person or $5/person over 65

Membership expires December 31st each year.

Clip this coupon and mail to:
P.O. Box 6130, Norfolk, VA 23508

or bring to the next meeting - Welcome!

YES!  I’d like to volunteer to help the League
Please circle areas of interest for each member

 #1 #2    Welcome
 #1 #2    Community Improvement
 #1 #2    Environmental 
 #1 #2    Newsletter Production
 #1 #2    Technology
 #1 #2    Newsletter Distribution
 #1 #2    Advertising
 #1 #2    Crime Prevention
 #1 #2    Membership
 #1 #2    Publicity
 #1 #2    Art Walk
 #1 #2    Community Garden
 #1 #2    Social Activities
 #1 #2    Other______________________

Officer Carrie Maglalang........................823-4425 or
carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov

Norfolk Police

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE
Make your voice count about neighborhood issues!

Norfolk Cares (issues in the neighborhood)
664-6510  or  healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov

Police Non-Emergency Phone Number:  441-5610


