
CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING: Monday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. Eggleston’s   
(110 Lavalette Ave). Guest Speaker: Kelly Divita, Volunteer Coordinator, Sentara Norfolk 
General Hospital. JOIN US AT THE DECEMBER MEETING FOR A HOLIDAY PARTY & VOLUN-
TEER RECOGNITION.  Bring family. Meet neighbors. Enjoy refreshments and a visit by 
Santa. We ask all of those who deliver newsletters to join us this night. 
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Riverview Village  
Open House  

Sunday, Dec. 7  
10 am—4 pm 

Dr. Verdi’s Eyecare (3921 Granby St) &                                                                               
Briki Coffee House/Umo (4117 Granby)  

 
Merchants of Riverview Village kick off the 
holiday season with a six hour, block-long 
open house. Stroll Norfolk’s historic River-
view and join the fun with live music, car-
olers, food, vendors, shopping and open 
air markets.  

The Village Mermaid will host Santa 
Claus—with photo opportunities for chil-
dren. Afterwards Santa will stroll over to 
Bloom and for photos with pets.  

On the first Sunday of every month since 
June, Village Days, an open air market has 
been held, starting small and growing into 
a popular event with up to 25 vendors.  

So the Village Holiday Open House will 
coincide with Village Days and each mer-
chant will be open with holiday fare. For 
Additional info or volunteer opportunities 
Contact riverviewvillagedays@gmail.com 
or call 757-625-1373 or 757-675-9434. 

It's beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa 

Toys in every store 

But the prettiest sight to see is the 

holly that will be 

On your own front door 

Colonial Place/Riverview  

Holiday Home Decorating 

Contest 

Spread some cheer by emailing 

nominations for your neighbors 

to mcdr1812@gmail.com! 

However you celebrate this 

winter season, warm wishes 

to you and yours. 

mailto:riverviewvillagedays@gmail.comor
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GREEN CORNER  

by Audrey Web 

Recycling News 
 

The City of Norfolk's Waste Management Divi-
sion has now taken over the Household  Haz-
ardous Waste operation from SPSA.  

During last year, 27 drums of aerosols, 14 
drums of paint related materials, 14 drums of 
acid liquids, 22 drums of latex paint, 97 drums 
of solid and liquid pesticides, 5,169 pounds of 
alkaline batteries, 2,780 fluorescent light bulbs, 
792 CFL bulbs and eight pounds of liquid mercu-
ry  were disposed of at the Waste Manage-
ment Household Hazardous Waste site on Pi-
neridge Road  There is  a plan in place to begin 
recycling metal. 

It is important that we keep all hazardous waste 
out of our landfills and as a reminder, accepta-
ble E-Waste items are personal computers, 
workstations, laptop computers, monitors , key-
boards, printers, copiers and holiday lights. 
HHWaste items are paint and paint related liq-
uids, automotive fluids, fuels and oils, propane 
tanks and cylinders, mercury-containing ther-
mostats and thermometers, soaps, detergents, 
cleaner, solvents, liquid and solid pesticides, 
pool chemicals, compact fluorescent bulbs, flu-
orescent tubes (4'only), household automotive 
and rechargeable batteries and aerosols. 

This service is free to all Norfolk residents at 
1176 Pineridge Road (Industrial Park) Monday 
thru Saturday from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm  For 
more information call 441-5813. Residents must 
show proof of residency. 

What's Happening at the Federation of Civic 
Leagues by President James Gregg 

My first visit to the monthly meeting of the Norfolk 
Federation of Civic League in November was very 
interesting. I met many good folk that care about 
their civic leagues, both big and small. 

The Federation has as members about half of the 
established civic leagues in Norfolk. The featured 
speaker was Dr. Samuel King, our Superintendent of 
Norfolk Public Schools, who explained the process 
of going from the lower performing school environ-
ment to the better performing educational environ-
ment that he wants our schools to achieve. When 
he arrived, it was obvious to everyone that the level 
of achievement in our schools was not good and in 
some schools very poor. This turn around takes 
some time, due to the extra training the teachers 
need to work in todays "SOL" environment. In the 
two years he has been here, progress has been 
made but more needs to be done. 

One area of real need is the involvement of parents 
in their child's pre K learning and the involvement 
of the neighborhoods in helping the various schools 
have input, guidance, and mentoring. Dr. King made 
a plea for citizen involvement with the schools to 
help slower students get up to speed. It sounded 
like the parents need to do more and the communi-
ty needs to help with early child learning. 

Dr. King was also asked about his working with an 
elected school board. He responded that he has 
worked with both elected school boards and ap-
pointed school boards and could work with either. 
The important question is how does that school 
board represent the desires of the parents to have 
a good learning environment for their children? If 
the board listens to the community then the 
schools will be better for it. 

 A second speaker, Billy Cook, who ran for city coun-
cil recently and lost, briefly gave a presentation on 
how to focus on what you want from your city 
council representative.  



Page 3 

www.cprv.net December 2014 

From the 1919 Aladdin catalog, with thanks to 

Rosemary Thornton. Check out her web site: 

www.searshomes.org 

The Aladdin “Virginia” in CPRV by Rosemary Thornton 

If a mother was allowed to have favorites, my fa-
vorite kit house in CPRV would be the Aladdin 
"Virginia." 
 
On Virginia Avenue. In Virginia. Now that's pretty 
sweet. And also apropos! 
 
Aladdin was a early 20th Century company, which, 
like Sears, sold entire kit homes through a mail-
order catalog. When purchasing a kit house, you'd 
start by studying the catalog. Next, you'd pick out a 
house that fit your needs and your pocketbook. 
After the payment details were squared away, 
you'd wait about six weeks for the train to deliver 
a 12,000-piece kit to the local depot. Each kit came 
with a 75-page instruction book, and a promise 
that a "man of average abilities" could have it built 
within 90 days. 

--continued— 

Aladdin (based in Bay City, MI) is not as well known as 
Sears, but sold more kit homes than Sears. Aladdin 
started selling kit homes in 1906, and their last catalog 
was issued in 1981. Sears sold these pre-cut homes 
from 1908-1940. Here in Virginia, the majority of kit 
homes I've found are from Aladdin, probably because 
Aladdin had a massive mill in nearby WIlmington, NC.  
 
And why is The Virginia (on Virginia Avenue) one of my 
favorites? Largely because of its original condition. Save 
the little girl on the front porch, it's a spot-on match to 
the image from the 1919 Aladdin catalog.  
 
If a mother were allowed to have favorites, this would 
be my favorite kit home in CPRV. If only.  

http://www.searshomes.org


Thank You From Jodie Sheppard’s Family 
 

Thanks to all of our neighbor families and friends for 
your prayers, love and support. For your generosity and 
gifts of beautiful flowers in Jodie’s memory. For providing 
us with delicious meals and encouraging words. Many 
of  you remember Jodie as the man on the bike wearing 
his backpack and striped railway  cap. For 38 years bik-
ing or walking was Jodie’s choice of transportation 
to and from work with Norfolk Southern Railroad. The 
people that Jodie met along the way did not remain 
strangers. Jodie was a loving husband, father and friend. 
He was a gentle  giant of a man, soft spoken and kind. 
He loved God and his family. We will miss him. Thank 
you for your continued  prayers and support.  With love 
and thanks in memory of our dear Jodie, 

His wife Dianna and Sons, John,  Jamie, Kenneth and Kev-
in.  (300 block of East 42nd Street) 

Light Rail and CPRV by 
James Gregg 

Some of you may have seen re-
cent coverage in the Virginian Pilot on the Light 
Rail. What is the next track? Having been a repre-
sentative from CPRV on the original light rail advi-
sory board, years ago, I can speak with some 
knowledge of the history of light rail planning. 

Many expansion plans were discussed years ago 
because the seven mile run was just a "starter 
line" that would be expanded as needed.  

So the most likely route for a second light rail run 
would be from VA Beach to the Naval Base. It 
would go from downtown to the Naval Base, by 
Granby St, across 35th Street, and up on Hampton 
Blvd or it would go from Military Highway to the 
Naval Base, by either the center of I64 expressway 
or up Military Highway and across Little Creek Rd 
to Hampton Blvd and up to the base. Send your 
questions to  president@cprv.net  
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ENJOY WRITING 
AND LIVING 
HERE? Want to 
help shape the 
CPRV newsletter 
with story ideas, 
tickler files? Pho-
tos? Your 
thoughts?  Email:  
editor@cprv.net  

mailto:president@cprv.net


To improve tidal data and study sea 
level rise trends in the Lafayette River, 
the City of Norfolk plans to gather 
tidal information using a solar-

powered sensor, 
installed sometime 
in 2015 in the city 
right-of-way, near 
the intersection of 
Colonial Avenue, 

New Hampshire and Mayflower Road. 
The information gathered will help 
improve warnings and an online sys-
tem to view real-time tides. “The in-

stallation,” says Storm Water Engi-
neer John White in a letter for resi-
dents, “will have minimal impact in 
your community and no impact on 
your waterway.” If you have ques-
tions about the project, please call 
John White at 823-4018 or email him 
at John.M.White@norfolk.gov   
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CPRV Readers Comments  
 

Curious about what 
readers want, CPRV 
Community Listserve 

was used to ask about delivery,  read-
ing habits and suggestions.  16 re-
sponded. On delivery—we’re working 
to get the newsletter out earlier to 
delivery people. A vibrant discussion 
ensued about a paperless version. All 
comments were sent to the board for 
consideration. Reader’s thoughts: 
 
 Featured neighbors or homes in 

the neighborhood, interior and 
garden ideas, amazing old homes 
that have been well preserved and 
enhanced.  

 Changes in flood zones, the poten-
tial impact on insurance rates, as 

well as mitigation plans, shore 
management, street and bulkhead 
maintenance, street lights, upcom-
ing celebrations, crime and issues 
pertaining to the dog park and the 
community garden.  

 Features on neighbors, what they 
do for a living, articles on busi-
nesses that support our communi-
ty (MJ's, Ricki Coffee, Charlie's, 
Bloom, Yoga place, Norfolk Librar-
ies  

 Many topics of interest to me and 
my neighbors are often not dis-
cussed, and the utility of it has 
decreased greatly in the past year.  

 I’m interested in the minutes of 
the meetings, to be aware of any 
community issues or business to 
take care of.   

 Lately photos and comments 
about why people like living in 

CPRV has been a great part  of the 
newsletter. Nice human interest 
feature.  

 I enjoy stories about residents of 
CP-RV; an interesting mix … spot-
lighting ODU students who live in 
the neighborhood might make 
them feel more a part of the com-
munity.  

 Seems to be pretty stagnant and 
redundant. Same o same o. I 
would like to know what the civic 
league is spending it's money on. 
... are the financials limited to 
members only? 

 
Thanks Clyde, Jennifer, Janine, Dave, 

Audra, Barbara, Torche, Michael, Gin-

ny, Karen, Madison, Steve, Archie, 

Lynn, Pam, Calog, and Chris for 

writing. Offer your 5 cents : edi-

tor@cprv.net 
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Sea Level Rise To Be Measured Here 

The Lafayette Wetlands Partnership Received “Living Lafayette Award” 

John Stewart reported that the Partnership received – along with the City of Norfolk and five other organizations - the 
Elizabeth River Project’s “Living Lafayette Award” for its contributions to the health of the Lafayette River. The award 
was presented during a luncheon that celebrated the accomplishments of “Lafayette River: Swimmable, Fishable 
2014”. John recalled that the CPRV Civic League was the lead donor in launching the Partnership in 2007.   It is cur-
rently working with the civic league to install a demonstration buffer and walkway between Mayflower Road and 
Knitting Mill Creek, and one of its members, Michael Berg, a Colonial Place resident, is casting concrete blocks for use 
as oyster reefs by private property owners.   The group meets at the Ernie Morgan Center at 4 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  If you’re interested in helping, contact John at jdstewart1@cox.net  

mailto:jdstewart1@cox.net
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Please support the businesses that support 

your civic league. If you know of a company 

that might wish to advertise in the News-

letter, please ask them to  contact  David 

Spriggs at  media@cprv.net 

Knitting Mill Creek 
Community Garden: 
Leaf Drive 

Tucked behind Fellinis is a community 
garden that now falls under CPRV Com-
munity Improvement and Beautifica-

tion. For years it was managed by Knox Church and Su-
san VanHecke who worked there. Knox Church has re-
leased the garden for CPRV’s oversight and Susan  
passed the trowel to one of the other long-time gar-
deners there—and Master Gardener—Nora Chivers, 
who agreed to take over managing it.   

Nora is thrilled that it’s been nearly full of worked 
plots. It includes a rain garden and areas that need oc-
casional volunteers. It’s dormant now, and she’s asking 
for donations of bags of clean mulch (no pet waste or 
trash) and separated pine needles to prep it for win-
ter and spring. (Placed inside the garden, not outside.) 

To find out more or to get involved, contact Nora at 
383-4898.  

mailto:media@cprv.net
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The meeting was called to order by President Jim 
Gregg at 7:00 PM. Officers and board members pre-
sent were Gregg, John W. Robertson, Amy Waters 
Yarsinske, Pete Stoll, Jack Kennedy, Audrey Webb, 
and Tobie Serafim, Lindsey Flaherty, Dave Spriggs, 
and Dave Wolfe.  

Norfolk Police Officer Carrie Maglalang (and her 
partner, Officer LaSalle) informed those present 
that the crime level reported last month, largely 
larceny to unlocked/keys-in-car vehicles, contin-
ues. Officers Maglalang and LaSalle will be largely 
on special duty assignment over the next month 
(holiday events).  

Representatives from J & A Racing presented de-
tailed information on the Blue Moon Harbor Lights 
Half-Marathon that will pass through the neighbor-
hood on Sunday, November 23. There will be post-
ed road closures; the race will proceed south on 
Colley from Larchmont, left on 40th into Colo-
nial Place, North on Mayflower, South on New-
port, East on Virginia Avenue, East on Dela-
ware Avenue and South on Granby Street. 
 

If residents living in affected areas need to get out 
of the neighborhood, J & A advised before 7:45 AM 
and after 10:45 AM. Delaware Avenue will be shut 
down from 7:45 AM to 10:45 AM. The best route in 
and out is Gosnold Avenue to 38th Street to get 
around the race during the most active period.  

Edie Hudson, Eggleston Garden Center, introduced 
Angie McMahon, who will be facilitating the CPRV-
CL having access to the center for meetings going 
forward. Edie also noted that the center will have 
its Christmas Open House over the November 22-
23 weekend.  

Pete Stoll delivered the October 2014 treasurer’s 
report, which was later completed to reflect the fol-
lowing transactions/balances: 

 Checking: $8,220.43 

 Revenue:  $    715.07 

 

          Balance      $7,734.30 

 

The CPRV-CL certificate of deposit balance was 
$5,224.62, giving the league a total of $12,958.92. 

Audrey Webb informed everyone that the River-
view Business Association will be having its Village 
Days on December 7. There will be a Father Christ-
mas, music, and the Hurrah Players. If anyone 
wants to participate as a vendor at this event, it is 
$30/space and $10 of this goes to the Children’s 
Hospital of the King’s Daughters. Contact Audrey 
for more information.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 

Amy Waters Yarsinske, Secretary 

 Expenses: $ 1,201.20 

Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League (CPRV-CL) 

November 10, 2014 General Meeting 

Board meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month. Visitors are welcome. Contact a board member for location/time.  



If you’d like  to volunteer to help 

the League. Please circle areas of 

interest for each member of your 

household: 

#1 #2    Welcome  

#1 #2    Community Improvement  

#1 #2    Environmental   

#1 #2    Newsletter Production  

#1 #2    Technology  

#1 #2    Newsletter Distribution  

#1 #2    Advertising  

#1 #2    Crime Prevention  

#1 #2    Membership  

#1 #2    Publicity 

 #1 #2    Art Walk  

#1 #2    Community Garden 

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE: Make your voice count on neighborhood issues! 

Name #1  __________________________________    Name #2  __________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________      Phone     __________________________________ 

E-mail #1__________________________________     E-mail #2__________________________________ 

Dues are $10 per person or 

$5 for persons over 65 years 

of age. Membership expires 

December 31st each year. 

Clip this coupon and mail to:  

Colonial Place-Riverview 

Civic League, P.O. Box 6130, 

Norfolk, VA 23508 or  bring 

it to the next meeting. 

December 2014 
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President    James Gregg 489-8968  President@cprv.net  

Vice-President   John W. Robertson  449-8814     VicePresident@cprv.net       

Secretary     Amy  Waters Yarsinske 621-5828 Secretary@cprv.net       

Treasurer         Pete Stoll 627-1728  Treasurer@cprv.net       

Riverview Representative Jack Kennedy 625-0442  jkennedyva@verizon.net 

COMMITTEES    
* denotes Board member   

Welcome*     Lindsey Flaherty Welcome@cprv.net       

Community Improvement* &             

Beautification       

John W. Robertson  449-8814     Community@cprv.net       

Community Garden       Nora Chivers   383-4898 (evenings) Garden@cprv.net 

Crime Prevention *          Dave Wolfe 373-6731  Crime_prevention@cprv.net       

Environmental*       Audrey Webb  623-1197  Environmental@cprv.net       

Membership & Publicity*         Tobie Serafim 635-1853  Membership@cprv.net       

Media* & Media Advertising Dave Spriggs  627-1441     Media@cprv.net       

Newsletter Distribution                 Mary Hormel 627-2392 Newsletter@cprv.net 

Newsletter Editor Cheryl Copper 351.0272 Editor@cprv.net 

Information Technology   Danielle Burns  — 

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY:      441-5610 

Officer Carrie Maglalang: 823.4425 or email: carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov 

Norfolk Cares 664-6510 (neighborhood issues)    

or healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov  

mailto:Newsletter@cprv.net
mailto:Editor@cprv.net

