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CIVIC LEAGUE 
MEETING:  

Monday, April 13 
7 pm 

Eggleston’s   
(110 Lavalette Ave) 

Mark Your Calendars 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR ecoFest—MAY 2 

ecoFest 2015 is coming to the 

600 and 700 blocks of Mayflower 
Road on Saturday, May 2nd.  Many 
different groups and organiza-
tions have been working hard to 
make this a fabulous event, but 
we still need enthusiastic environ-
mental stewards to volunteer at 
this year’s festival. Volunteers are 
the heart of our festival and we 
would love for you to join in our 
celebration by lending a helping 
hand. 
(Continued on page 3) 

Riverview Village Days Returns Beginning April 5— 

The days are getting longer, snow is melting from the roofs and we are 
counting the days for the return of Riverview Village Days Open Air Market. 

Join us the 1st Sunday in April (and then thereafter every 1st Sunday of the 
month), for a fun unique shopping experience, with musicians, performers 
and bands in the parking lot of Verdi Eye Care, the corner of Granby and 
Pennsylvania.  (Continued on page 3) 

Saturday May 2, 2015  

600-700 Blocks of Mayflower Road  

ecoFest 2015 is a new fun-filled, 

exciting festival held in Colonial Place to 

highlight the environmental issues in 

our area and showcase useful and sim-

ple ways to help the environment while 

attendees enjoy fun activities, delicious 

food and great music.  

ecoFest 2015 will replace a previous 

festival, RiverFest, held each of the past 4 years as a joint project be-

tween the Elizabeth River Project (ERP) and the City of Norfolk to focus 

attention on the plight of the Lafayette River. With the ERP shifting its 

attention to another area, Lafayette Environmental Outreach, partnering 

with the City of Norfolk and others, recognized that while much has 

been accomplished, much more remains to be done to improve the 

quality of our air, land and water. ecoFest 2015 was created to focus 

attention not only on the Lafayette River but also on the other environ-

mental issues facing Hampton Roads.  

ecoFest 2015 will feature a variety of informative exhibits, demonstra-

tions and activities for young and old on topics such as wetland restora-

tion, water conservation, proper disposal of harmful waste, runoff and 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Membership Notice 

Have you paid your Civic League dues 

and not received your new member-

ship card?  If so, contact Member-

ship@cprv.net or call Tobie at (757) 

635-1853. 
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Want to advertise in the 

newsletter? Please contact          

David Spriggs at                 

media@cprv.net 

BEWARE 10 PET TOXINS                 

by Tara Honey 

1. Chocolate 

2. Grapes, raisins, and currants 

3. Xylitol/sugar-free gum & candy 

4. Fatty table scraps 

5. Onions and garlic 

6. Compost 

7. Human medications 

8. Macadamia nuts 

9. Household cleaners 

10. Unbaked bread dough/alcohol 

Annual Neighborhood Clean-Up 

 In conjunction with Keep Norfolk Beautiful the weekend of Saturday, April 
11th has been designated clean-up time for Colonial Pace/Riverview. 
Please volunteer to adopt a spot or street in CPRV for this annual event to 
keep our neighborhoods beautiful. Let me know which area you will be 
covering as the results must be forwarded to KNB. This is also a great op-
portunity to earn points for the EARNN Program, thereby increasing our 
annual cash award. Any questions please contact me. Thank you. 

Recycling Incentives 

In 2012, the City introduced incentives to recyclers with a program named 
Recycling Perks. Residents can freely activate their Perks account online at 
Recycling Perks.com. The recycling cart registered to your home will auto-
matically be assigned and every time it's collected points accrue in the resi-
dent's Perks account. Earned points can be traded in for discounts from 
over 300 local businesses. 

There's a new app available for download on both IOS and Android devices 
that houses all of your recycling information for the City of Norfolk. You 
can use the app to see where to dispose of household items, look up your 
collection day, sync reminders to your calendar, find out about holiday col-
lection changes and access your Perks account. 

Remember - NO PLASTIC BAGS OF ANY KIND IN YOUR BLUE CART. If your 
recyclable items are collected in plastic bags then empty the bag into the 
cart. Plastic bags contaminate the waste stream and foul the machinery. 

Recycling Perks is part of the City's EARNN Program. This program ena-
bles CPRV to receive cash awards and each year we earn points for the 
number of homes signed up for Recycling Perks. There are 1,252 eligible 
homes and as of December 2014 only 28% are signed up. 

Please consider doing so. It's a win for everyone. Thank you. 

GREEN CORNER 

By Audrey Web 

mailto:media@cprv.net
http://www.recyclingperks.com/
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ecoFest volunteers needed from p. 1 

There is no better way to support the environment than supporting your 

community at this year’s festival.  We have a variety of different events and 

activities that need your support.  Each volunteer will be provided an ecoFest 

2015 volunteer shirt which is yours to keep!  For more information or to vol-

unteer, go to ecoFestNorfolk.com and click on the “Volunteers” tab or you 

can contact Tobie Serafim at (757) 656-6827.  We look forward to seeing you 

at ecoFest 2015!! 

Village Days  (from p. 1) 

Local artisans and vendors will once again gather in Riverview Village, to 
bring neighbors and friends together for a Sunday cup of coffee with a home-
made tasty treat. Come shop local artists, browse vintage wares, relax and 
listen to local musicians. We are hoping to bring even more monthly fun to 
the area.   

Our vision and mission are to grow and expand the experience of the inclu-
sive quality of the local community while creating a greater public recogni-
tion of the Riverview Village District, all in the spirit of celebration and con-
nectedness. Do you have some home grown produce? Hand made product? 
Unique items to sell? Maybe you too would like to become a vendor. For in-
formation: Contact Dave Oliver @ The Village Mermaid or email Riverviewvil-
lagedays@gmail.com 

For more information Like Us on FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/
VillageDays 

The Hunt for the Ethels 
By Rosemary Thornton 
 
In past years, I've posted about 
the little matching bungalows in 
Riverview, which we now know 
came from Penniman, Virginia.  
 
In the process of researching their 
origins, we came to call them "The 
Ethels."  About five years ago, one 
of the Ethels was torn down, due 
to its poor condition. Was this the 
second Ethel to bite the dust?  
 
How many Ethels in Riverview 
have been razed? We're still 
hunting for the infamous photo of 
these Ethels being moved up the 
road from the river (where they 
came in on barges). I'd love to see 
that photo. Thanks for the help!  
 
Our book on Penniman (and The 
Ethels) is coming right along! 
 
Check out The Ethels in their na-
tive habitat—online: 
http://www.searshomes.org/
index.php/2013/11/04/our-ethels-
mystery-solve/ 

Friends of Old Dominion University Libraries present a lecture series 

that is free and open to the public. Join Dr. Annette Finley-

Croswhite at 7 pm, Thursday, April 9th at the Perry Library as she 

explores “The Mindscapes of Religious Violence: A Troubled Jour-

ney.  Refreshments after.   RSVP: 683.4141 or njustice@odu.edu 

ecoFestNorfolk.com
https://www.facebook.com/VillageDays
https://www.facebook.com/VillageDays
http://www.searshomes.org/index.php/2013/11/04/our-ethels-mystery-solve/
http://www.searshomes.org/index.php/2013/11/04/our-ethels-mystery-solve/
http://www.searshomes.org/index.php/2013/11/04/our-ethels-mystery-solve/
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Gardening With Colonial Place’s                     
Ashley Barnett By Mari Krueger 

 
Q: How long have you lived on Pennsylvania Avenue?  
 
A: We've lived here for three years. We've had a gar-
den since we moved in, and last year was the first year 
we started a produce stand.  
 
Q: How do you prep your soil?  
 
A: February is the month we generally start to prepare 
the garden, as long as the ground isn't frozen. We till up 
the dirt with some horse manure, lime, blood meal, and 
bone meal, which is all organic fertilizer.  
 
Q: What herbs and veggies do well here?  
 
A: In March, we plant snap peas, lettuce, kale, beets, 
carrots, radishes, and other greens. In April, we trans-
plant some summer veggies and herbs into the garden: 
tomatoes, squash, eggplant, cucumbers. We grow lots 
of sweet basil and rosemary. We try to grow things local 
to our region. We also plant some rows of corn out 
front between the sidewalk and the road. We don't sell 
that corn, but our kids and the neighbors' kids like to 
play in it!  
 
Q: Where is your farm stand, and when is it open?  
 
A: It's open 5-7pm Tuesdays, May 5 through August 30, 
at 1600 Colonial Avenue in Ghent. We're also on Face-
book giving updates on what's growing and available!  
And our website is http://barnettfamilyfarms.com 

http://barnettfamilyfarms.com


ecoFest 2015 from p. 1 
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Knitting Mill Creek Community Garden Plots Still Available 

by Nora Chivers 

If you’re interested in fresh, organic vegetables, have dreamed of having a cut flower garden or want to share a great 
family outdoor project, now’s your chance.  While the Knitting Mill Creek Community Garden is almost filled to capaci-
ty, we’re still looking for a few eager gardeners.  

The Knitting Mill Creek Community Garden, behind Fellini’s (between Georgia & Michigan Avenues) has been a CPRV 
Civic League program since its inception, when the city of Norfolk made the property available to the Civic League for a 
Community Garden.   

It’s gone through many improvements—including a Rain Garden, installed by the Norfolk Master Gardeners in 2012, to 
filter pollution in storm water run-off from nearby parking lots.  

It falls under the CPRV Civic League’s Community Improvement and Beautification Committee led by John Robertson. 
Nora Chivers is the volunteer Garden Leader who’s responsible for garden operations and ensuring we are good neigh-
bors to the businesses and residents surrounding it.   

There is a $65 per year plot fee, which is used for garden operations.  Gardeners agree to keep the Garden looking 
good by mowing the grass, weeding  the common areas as needed and to remove litter and debris. 

If you’re ready to dig in, contact Nora Chivers, Garden Leader, by email Garden@cprv.net or reach her by phone at 757
-383-4898. 

bacterial contamination, rain barrels, pet waste disposal, recycling and much more.  

ecoFest 2015 is fortunate to have the help of a number of sponsors, without whose gen-

erous donations of both services and money this festival would not be possible.  Sponsors 

include the City of Norfolk, the Hampton Roads Sanitation District, the Elizabeth River Pro-

ject and local businesses and organizations, including the Colonial Place/Riverview Civic 

League. They have pledged their support because they understand the pressing need to 

improve our local environment.  

ecoFest 2015 needs your help as well. Your donation, large or small, will help make sure ecoFest 2015 can 

show everyone the pressing needs of our environment and how simple actions can bring huge rewards. And 

your donation is tax-deductible!  

Make a secure donation online at www.ecofestnorfolk.com, or mail your check, payable to “Lafayette Envi-

ronmental Outreach” to:  

      ecoFest  

      Lafayette Environmental Outreach  

      520 W 21st Street, Suite G2-421  

      Norfolk, VA 23517  

For more information on ecoFest 2015, please visit us on the web at www.ecofestnorfolk.com.  

mailto:Garden@cprv.net
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CPRV—Norfolk’s Quieter                      

Neighborhoods By Heidi Carlson 

Last summer I stood in the shade of tall pine trees, gen-

tly pushing my daughter in the swing, the heat nearly 

bearable in the enclave of quiet solitude.  I glanced at 

the homes across the street, stately manors with seem-

ingly more character than my own home. Neighborhood 

envy began to set in.  Why didn’t we look for a house in 

this neighborhood?  Before my thought was complete, 

an aircraft from Chambers Field at Norfolk Naval Base 

cruised over our heads.  Oh, good thing we didn’t buy a 

house in this neighborhood! 

All the neighborhoods in Norfolk hold a unique charm 

and allure. I don’t begrudge any resident of this city for 

choosing to live where they live. But I have truly come to 

appreciate Colonial Place for its historic character and 

quietness.  When visiting friends around town I notice 

train horns loud enough to wake a napping baby. I’ve 

been told of ship horns that wake up some Ghent resi-

dents in the early hours of the morning. I only hear 

these sounds, off in the distance, during my waking 

hours. They are a comfort, signs of the presence of hu-

manity, a bustling economy, progress, urban life – all 

things I find attractive and would expect in the city.  But 

also things I don’t want to keep me up at night or to in-

terrupt my spring nap on the grass in the backyard.  

Trains, planes, automobiles, (and ships) - noisemakers 

absolutely essential to our coveted way of life. I also add 

semi-trucks to that list, which we don’t hear in our 

neighborhood but are staples in areas along local transit 

routes like Hampton Boulevard. Drawing upon my per-

sonal experience, anecdotal information from friends 

who hear these noises in their neighborhoods, and the 

Air Installations Compatible Zones Use Study for Norfolk 

Naval Base (2009), I overlaid noise zones from trucks, 

trains, ships and aircraft and confirmed my hypothesis – 

Colonial Place is one of the few enclaves of solitude in a 

bustling city. 

Aside from noise, residents are also concerned about 

schools, crime and environmental degradation.  We 

have the power to change and influence 

those things, as the recent announce- Page 6 

ment about the improved quality of the river has shown.  

But the waterways, railroad tracks and major boulevards 

of the city won’t move any time soon.   Fortunately, the 

noise they facilitate isn’t something we have to worry 

about in our pacific peninsula.   

Heidi lives on New York Avenue and writes a blog. You can 
read about her family’s exploits at http://
www.willtravelwithkids.wordpress.com 

http://www.willtravelwithkids.wordpress.com
http://www.willtravelwithkids.wordpress.com


Board meetings are held the 3rd Monday of the month. Visitors are welcome.  

Contact a board member for location/time. 

John Robertson, Acting President, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 and introduced Officer Maglalang.  Officer Maglalang 
noted that it had been a fairly quiet month with only three 
property crimes.  She warned that as the weather improved 
we should expect to see an increase in property crimes.  
There was a discussion about the ODU Police Department 
being shorthanded and whether that impacted the coverage 
area of the Norfolk Police Department. 
 

The President next introduced John Stewart of the Lafayette 
Wetlands Partnership who was there to talk about the 
Knitting Mill Creek Buffer Restoration project.  John Stewart 
explained that the Knitting Mill Creek watershed is bounded 
by 22nd Street to the south, Newport Avenue to the east and 
Killam Avenue to the west.  TetraTech, who is partnering with 
Lafayette Wetlands Partnership, has studied storm water run-
off into Knitting Mill Creek and will be publishing a report with 
their results.  The report should identify three sites suitable 
for a demonstration pathway and buffer to show how a green 
infrastructure can help manage runoff into the Creek.  A possi-
ble site for the demonstration is the north end of the creek 
near Mayflower and New Hampshire.  The goals of the project 
are: 

Improving water quality; 

Preserving the pathway along Knitting Mill Creek; 

Improving the aesthetics of the site; 

Proving the viability of the concept (What plants to culti-
vate? What type of durable pathway? How wide a 
pathway?) 

John Stewart emphasized that for the project to succeed they 
would need the cooperation and partnership of the neighbor-
hood.  He estimates that the project will cost about $25,000 
and they have secured about $8,000.  The $8,000 should be 
enough for the plantings that will form the buffer on each side 
of the walkway.  He projects that the work will be conducted 
from July 2015 through June 2016.  John Stewart solicited 
comments and suggestions from the people in attendance 
which resulted in the following ideas: 

Move the location of the project farther south, to the 

end of the existing bulkhead so it would be a contin-
uation of the hardened/living shoreline being in-
stalled by the City. 

If the location stays at the north end of the creek, extend 
the walkway around the guardrail that turns the 
corner on Mayflower. 

Accommodate the rescue ladders in place along the bulk-
head. 

When preparing to plant the existing soil will need to be 
amended and they will need to watch for the bulk-
head’s underground tie-backs. 

Make sure that the elevation of the soil respects drain-
age to the existing storm water drains. 

How long will it take to evaluate the durability, etc. of 
the walkway material? 

People who fish along the bulkhead need to be factored 
into the decision – do not want them trampling the 
new plants – may need to have designated spots for 
fishing. 

Make sure the pathway is wide enough to accommodate 
people and their pets. 

It was also mentioned that the City engineers want to deepen 
Knitting Mill Creek to 10 feet, at least as far as the marina next 
to O’Sullivan’s. 

Dave McDonald reminded everyone that the Traffic Com-
mittee would be having its first meeting on Wednesday, 
March 11th at 6:30 at his home (619 Mayflower Rd.).  The 
Crime Committee did not have anything new to report.  The 
Treasurer reported that we had a beginning balance of 
$6,877.48, revenue of $1,580.06, expenses of $436.17, re-
sulting in a checking account balance 0f $8,021.37 which 
when combined with the CD balance gives the Civic League a 
total of $13,245.99.  The membership committee reported 
that 170 people had either renewed their membership or 
joined for 2015.  John Robertson reminded everyone that eco-
Fest will be May 2nd on the 600-700 blocks of Mayflower 
Road.  There will be educational exhibits, music, food and fun.  
The meeting was then adjourned.  

Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League   

Minutes General Civic League Meeting on March 9, 2015 Submitted by Tobie Serafim 
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If you’d like  to volunteer to help 

the League. Please circle areas of 

interest for each member of your 

household: 

#1 #2    Welcome  

#1 #2    Community Improvement  

#1 #2    Environmental   

#1 #2    Newsletter Production  

#1 #2    Technology  

#1 #2    Newsletter Distribution  

#1 #2    Advertising  

#1 #2    Crime Prevention  

#1 #2    Membership  

#1 #2    Publicity 

 #1 #2    Art Walk  

#1 #2    Community Garden 

JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE: Make your voice count on neighborhood issues! 

Name #1  __________________________________    Name #2  __________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________      Phone     __________________________________ 

E-mail #1__________________________________     E-mail #2__________________________________ 

Dues are $10 per person or 

$5 for persons over 65 years 

of age. Membership expires 

December 31st each year. 

Clip this coupon and mail to:  

Colonial Place-Riverview 

Civic League, P.O. Box 6130, 

Norfolk, VA 23508 or  bring 

it to the next meeting. 

March 2015 
www.cprv.net 

CIVIC LEAGUE OFFICERS  
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President    vacant — 

Vice-President   John W. Robertson  449-8814     VicePresident@cprv.net       

Secretary     vacant — 

Treasurer         Pete Stoll 627-1728  Treasurer@cprv.net       

Riverview Representative Jack Kennedy 625-0442  jkennedyva@verizon.net 

COMMITTEES    
* denotes Board member   

Welcome*     Lindsey Flaherty Welcome@cprv.net       

Community Improvement* &             

Beautification       

John W. Robertson  449-8814     Community@cprv.net       

Community Garden       Nora Chivers   383-4898 (evenings) Garden@cprv.net 

Crime Prevention *          Dave Wolfe 373-6731  Crime_prevention@cprv.net       

Environmental*       Audrey Webb  623-1197  Environmental@cprv.net       

Membership & Publicity*         Tobie Serafim 635-1853  Membership@cprv.net       

Media* & Media Advertising Dave Spriggs  627-1441     Media@cprv.net       

Newsletter Distribution                 Mary Hormel 627-2392 Newsletter@cprv.net 

Newsletter Editor Cheryl Copper 351.0272 Editor@cprv.net 

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY:      441-5610 

Officer Carrie Maglalang: 823.4425 or email: carrie.maglalang@norfolk.gov 

Norfolk Cares 664-6510 (neighborhood issues)    

or healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov  

Norfolk City Council Members serving Colonial Place & Riverview: Barclay Winn 

( barclay.winn@norfolk.gov ) and Terry Whibley ( theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov )   

mailto:Newsletter@cprv.net
mailto:Editor@cprv.net
mailto:barclay.winn@norfolk.gov
mailto:theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov

