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Dear Friends;
As we celebrate Christmas, we are
thankful for the gift of our faith,
of the good news of this holy
season—namely, that God loves
us so much that he sent his only
Son to redeem us and show us
the path to the Father in Heaven.

One of the greatest Christmas
gifts we can give is to share our
faith with those around us, in our
church and in our community. We
at St. Stephen’s church have
enjoyed many blessings this year.
God has provided for the needs of our people. Our projects have been
successful, our new lift has been paid off, and our activities have been
rewarding. We have come together to work towards common goals.
As we read in Romans 12: 4-5, “For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we,
though many, are one body in Christ and each member belongs to all
the others.
I am grateful for your work this past year, whether it was working at
the Fall Food Fair, leading groups, joining a committee, singing in the
choir, or any of the many other opportunities we have to help keep
our church and our community running. Thank you for all you do.
May each of us be blessed during this joyous time of the year, and
may we gratefully acknowledge God’s incomparable gift to us—his
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
My family, Epiphania, Ropafadzo, Simbarashe and I, thank God for you
and pray that you have a wonderful Christmas that brings you much
joy, warm memories, laughter and love. May God bless you and all
you love this Christmas.
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2020.
The Reverend George Kwari
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Cynthia Mortimer’s 90th Birthday Bash
The Mortimer family and Cynthia wish to
thank the parish of St. Stephen’s for helping
her to celebrate this special Birthday. We had
family from BC and London Ont., surprise
guests from England, and an unexpected fly-in
from grandson André from Miami. All her
children, and most of the Grandchildren and
Great Grandchildren were in attendance.
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Cynthia announced earlier this year that she wanted to share this occasion with friends and
family, in the place that had supported her life and worship for so many years. She would not
allow us to rent a Venue or hire a caterer. The church hall would be the place. She invited her
whole church family, and boy, did they turn out! There was even a large group of her work
colleagues in attendance, which was quite amazing as she has been retired for 30 years.
The event was best described by Grandson Patrick, who summed up the event with his statement:

Young and old gathered to celebrate an incredible woman, and
the presence of God was felt amongst all the guests!
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The Gift of a Feather
A feather was given to us … as a gift
expressing thanks for cultural recognition,
cultural appreciation, our honest contrition, and
our sincere respect. The feather was received by
us as a symbol of reconciliation and mutual hope
for the future. It is quite simply that important.
Considering the significance of such a gift, we
wanted something more meaningful than a
museum-like display case; we wanted openness,
relevance and accessibility to remain
symbolized. The feather's holder is constructed
of a roughly hewn wedge of a mature sugar
maple - a tree of nourishment openly shared
with early and very thankful Europeans.
The rough saw marks are readily seen and easily felt as they cut across the age rings, the internal scars,
splits and cracks, and the rough, scaly outer bark; together, they remind us of a recorded journey
played out and endured over time. The entire holder is treated with polyurethane to protect and
preserve the visual record - just as we would protect and preserve justice and peace in our society.
The words on the parchment scroll, are part of our weekly liturgy, and we hope they will be our
ongoing commitment to recognize, respect, and dwell in peace with First Nations people. The holder
and the detachable feather are accessible for future ceremonial meetings and church services. When
not in specific use, the feather and its holder will remain on display in various special places in the
sanctuary, where they may serve as a focus for reflection to anyone passing by. Please feel welcome
to stop, look, and reflect on this extraordinary gift given to us. Please respect it and save it from
potential damage: do not touch or move the feather or its holder without special permission or
proper authority.

Jim Davis
On behalf of the St. Stephen's congregation.
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BAPTISM ON CHRISTMAS EVE AT THE 4:00 P.M.!
Mason, son of Matthew and Jessica Davis, and grandson of Tony Tompkins, and Linda and Jim
Davis, is going to be baptized on December 24th at the 4:00 P.M. service. Proud godparents Billy
Henniger and Rachel Davis, with their son, Owen, and Uncle Nathan will be all there to help make
this a memorable family and church family occasion.

LIFT FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE REPORT
You are about to read a wonderful Christmas short story. It was
approximately 2 years ago, in December 2017,that the new lift was
completed and certified for public use ( just in time for Christmas). This
December we have reached our goal of raising $135,000.

Dec 2017

THE NEED: Our old lift was very cantankerous. It was noisy and
required repair after repair…. In short, it was unreliable
and needed to be replaced.
THE PLAN: The lift was out of service for more than 6 months. During
installation, our church services were held in the lower
hall. This was an intimate experience; however, we all
longed for a return upstairs where we enjoyed the larger
space, the organ, the sound system, the choir, and the
beauty of the sanctuary.
THE FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE: A five-member committee for
funding the lift was structured. This committee developed
a pledge card system for a five-year plan to fund the
$135,000 required. It also adopted a motto which was
“Take the Lift to 135” and our mascot was a friendly
elevator operator.
THE PLEDGES: The pledge idea was enthusiastically adopted by the
congregation. The pledge campaign was successful, and
our goal was attained in just 2 ½ years, well ahead of the
projected 5years. The financing also benefited from the
Anglican Foundation ($15,000) and several memorial
donations.
THE THANKS: The committee is deeply thankful to all who so faithfully
pledged and donated. St. Stephen's continues to be a
caring and generous community.

A final word from our mascot: “WELL DONE ST. STEPHEN'S”.

Dec 2019
5

St. Stephen’s Anglican Parish, Ottawa

2019 Christmas Newsletter

Page 6 of 8

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL FOCUS
This fall the youth discussed the environment and why it
should be important to us as Christians. The discussion
was inspired by the series of children’s talks on creation
presented by Jim Davis. The youth members have
summarized their thoughts and wanted to share them.
Wake up – the environment should be a concern.
Our environment was created by God, and he asked us to
manage and take care of it. The environment is important
to God and it needs to be important to us. Christians
should be leading the environmental movement because
it is the creation and work of the God we serve.
Humans cannot live without a healthy environment, but
everyday humans do harm to our environment:
• one million animals that God created are killed every
year because of plastics in the ocean;
• 2.4 million trees are cut down everyday;
• 220 thousand pounds of carbon dioxide is put into the
environment every second;
• effects of global warming kill 250,000 people each year.
In Genesis, God instructed Adam to take care of the
environment. He is asking us, today, to do the same. You
can do your part:
• reduce use of and recycle plastics;
• Carpool or take public transportation;
• buy local goods and produce;
• Research, find and use helpful practices.
To do our small part at St. Stephen’s we would like to plant
a tree on church property. We think it would be highly
beneficial to the environment and very beautiful.
We have researched multiple types of trees and one that
we have selected as our first choice is a lilac tree. These
trees flower and are relatively small. They can grow 8 to
15 feet with a maximum of 20 feet.
Please support our bottle drive over the Christmas
holidays and our bake sale in February to help raise money
for our tree.
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PHOTOS, BITS N’ BITES
Bill Byers 27th Anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood. Always loved, here at St. Stephen’s.
Algonquin Pause Table for Fall 2019
We provided healthy refreshments to Algonquin
College students during exam week. Thank you, to all
those who donated and who helped; it was a great
success.
Confirmation Anniversary- December 2.
Happy first Anniversary to Lauren Dupuis; Darius
Isaacs; Aleesha Katary; Simbarashe Kwari; Jeremiah
Ollivierre; Thomas Gaunt-Smith; Adelaide Ritchie;
Stephon Waithe.
Blessings on your Anniversary and always!
Advent Bible Study
Thank you to the people who attended the Advent
Bible Study that was led by The Reverend Canon Hilary
Murray and Reverend George Kwari. The next Bible
Study will be held in Lent―March 4, 11, 18 and 25.
Goodbye to the Snowbirds
We wish you Godspeed as you travel south where it is
warm. Keep us in your prayers as we hold the fort until
your return. I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
Easter. Till we meet again.
“God whose glory fills the whole creation, and
whose presence we find wherever we go, preserve
those who travel; surround them with your loving
care; protect them from every danger; and bring
them to safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Amen (B.A.S page 682)
.
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND DATES
2019 Christmas Service Times
December 22 at 10:00 Service of Lessons, Carols and Nativity Story
December 24 at 4:00 p.m. Family Service and Holy Baptism
December 24 at 9:00 p.m. Christmas Sung Service
December 25 at 10:00 a.m. Christmas Eucharist.
SAVE THE FOLLOWING DATES
Sunday February 2: Dedication of the Feather with guest preacher Albert Dumont.
Sunday February 9: Black History Sunday with guest Speaker
Sunday February 23: Balden― Powell Sunday
Sunday March 1, 2020: St Stephen’s Annual Vestry Meeting immediately following the
10:00 a.m service. Bring a brown a bag lunch.
Saturday March 14: Election of the New Bishop at Christ Church Cathedral
Sunday April 5 at 7:00 p.m. Easter Concert led by the Salvation Army Band. Proceeds
will go to the roof Fund.
Sunday May 31: Consecration of the New Bishop!

2020 HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Monday, April 6, at 7.00 p.m. Healing Service
Tuesday, April 7, at 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Wednesday, April 8, at 7:00 p.m. Taize Service
Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Foot washing and Vigil
Friday, April 10, at 10:00 a.m. Good Friday Service
Saturday, April 11, at 8:30 p.m. Holy Saturday Service
Easter Sunday, April 12, at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.. Easter Sunday Service - Christ is Risen.
PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Church website: www.ststephensottawa.org
Church Office phone: 613 828-2472
Church Office email: office@ststephensottawa.org
Incumbent: The Reverend George Kwari
Email: rector@ststephensottawa.org
Phone: 613-854-7630

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED 2020!
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