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We have a license to dream!
Winds of change will open the beauty that is within us and give
us the strength needed to reach our
full potential!
What happens when we think outside
the conventional and the traditional
box? When the clergy give the laity

Spring/Summer Activities and
Services

Pentecost
and
Baptism:
Sunday May 20, 2018 at 10:00
a.m.
Time and Talent Auction
and Gourmet Dinner: Friday,
May 25 at 6:00 p.m.
First Anniversary of Take
The Lift to 135: Sunday, May
27 at 10:00 a.m.
The BIG GIVE : Saturday,
June 2, 9.00 a.m .– 1.00 p.m.
Parish Picnic: June 10, 2018 at
10:00 a.m.
National Aboriginal Sunday,
June 17, 2018
Canada Day Service July 1,
2018

the opportunity to explore possibilities
far beyond the norm, what can one expect or imagine? An
example of this is our own Confirmation class which has been
meeting once every month since June
last year.
The first meetings were formal and
the confirmands absorbed everything
Father George offered them. Through
the formal classes much has been
achieved and it is through those meetings that we now a have a
complete young people’s Server team.
After having many formal meetings,
the confirmands requested that we
engage in a games night. Several
possibilities were explored and the
decision was to have an evening of
board games; that was until I had a
meeting with Jim Davis. Jim asked that I leave everything in his
hands, and knowing his appreciation of youth ministry, I was
happy and comfortable with this decision. My easy task was to
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Message from the Incumbent, cont’d
ensure we had a maximum number attending and sufficient food on
hand.
When the day came I was excited to see what Jim had in store for us.
What I saw in the Shalom room was truly amazing. The room had been
transformed into a campsite with audiovisual effects and anything that
you can think of seeing at any authentic campsite. Jim had a cooler chest,
camp chairs, and a canoe and paddles. A tent was properly set up, and
there were Christmas lights representing the starry sky.
This was a brilliant idea. For a creature of habit like me, this was quite a
change of routine—holding a games night with camping equipment and a
cooler chest! But change from tradition can be a good thing, as was the
case in our camping night. Although the confirmands had been meeting
regularly and everything was going along fine, this camping adventure gave us an extra boost of
interest. I am sure the boys and girls who were part of this night felt the magic. One day we see Jim
bringing a canoe into the church and we say, “Something’s changed.” Later we see wonderful results
from this change. So it is with many such changes. Today as we think about Shared Ministry, we are
thinking about change. We are considering how to sustain our ministry in a changing world.
As we think about shared ministry with another congregation, friends and family may ask why we are
doing that. Our response will be, “Yes, we are in a strong position, but this is the time to put in place
a foundation for a future sustainable ministry for ourselves and for those who will follow us”.
Presently we are able to pay our bills and have a full-time priest, but our volunteer base keeps
getting thinner and thinner as our regular parishioners age. For any change to be effective and long
lasting, we must do it when we are still able to dictate the way we want things to go. Keeping an
open mind during these discussions is invaluable. I am grateful that Bishop John has given us
permission to shape the future of St. Stephen’s in any way we can imagine. So hopefully we will
create a ministry that will serve future generations. Please join me in this exploration. Your thoughts,
your ideas and your contributions to this discussion are vital.
Nearly every Clergy Day, Bishop John reminds us that we are living in the most exciting times of
Church history and sometimes we look at him in wonder. But now I am beginning to understand his
wisdom. We have men and women who have insight and who can change the course of our parish. I
am excited about what the future has in store for us as we embark on exploring the possibility of
shared ministry with our neighbouring parishes. We have a license to dream!
I remain your in Christ,
_____________________
Father George Kwari
Incumbent
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Take the lift to 135

Happy 1st Anniversary – Time to Celebrate May 27, 2018
Friends,
A lot can happen in the life of a lift in one year! It is almost a year since our “Take the Lift to 135” campaign

was launched –– referring to the $135,000 it would take to cover structural changes to the existing
space and to install the new device. It feels like just yesterday that the “Lift Fundraising Committee”
made the grand announcement, with drum sounds from the choir and the “Take the Lift to 135”
chart was unveiled. An enthusiastic message was sent out, that we were ready to raise enough funds
to make up the difference between the money we had received from our “Loonies for the Lift”, our
memorial donations, and the Anglican Foundation gift in order to reach our goal of $135,000.
Since the campaign was launched $87,000 has been raised and $27,000 has been pledged up to
2021. If these pledges are honoured, $21,000 will still be owing.
This is an incredible achievement and we are grateful to those who generously gave one-time gifts,
those who pledged for up to 4 years and those who gave through fundraising opportunities. We have
also received bequests donated on behalf of loved ones. At this first anniversary of the launch of the
campaign, we are now offering you an opportunity to review your commitment to any pledge or offer
of financial help you may have made by considering the following:
-

Making a first or even second one-time gift.

-

Reviewing your pledge and deciding whether you would like to increase, decrease, add
another or terminate your pledge.

-

Making a pledge if you have not already made one.

To mark the 1st Anniversary of the launch of the “Take the Lift to 135” campaign, we will celebrate
after the church service on May 27, with cake and balloons and all the usual anniversary trimmings.
We look forward to seeing you there, and in the meantime, if you would like information on your
pledges before Anniversary Sunday, please call the church office at 613-828-2472.
Thank you for so generously supporting “Take the Lift to 135”. This has been an uplifting experience
for all of us.
With sincere thanks,
________________
Father George Kwari
Incumbent
3

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH, OTTAWA

NEWSLETTER

PAGE 4 OF 8

$21,000
Remaining
(15%)

$27,000
In pledges still to come
(20%)

$87,000
Already donated
(65%)

Congratulations to Father John Organ!
On Sunday, April 29, The Reverend Canon John Organ, the incumbent of St Martin’s, was elected the
Bishop of the Diocese of Western Newfoundland.

I am happy for him and believe that Atlantic

Canada will benefit from his immense talent and experience as a parish priest, an army chaplain,
bishop’s chaplain to Archbishop Suheil - Jerusalem and as the Ottawa West Regional Dean, among
many important positions. I say this with a heavy heart because, as I came to know Father John, I
really hoped that our working relationship would help us in exploring a shared ministry between St
Stephen’s and St Martin’s and, of course, with your input. Their gain is our loss. With his departure
we will put on hold any plans we had until St Martin’s has a new incumbent.
The biggest advantage of working with St Martin’s is that they are planning on redeveloping their
property. Hopefully when their plans are in place and during the period of construction, St Stephen’s
may be able to host them. Then we will let the Spirit move among us and lead us into a deep
relationship.
Although Reverend Organ, the Bishop elect is moving on, we at St Stephen’s we will move on with
the work of shared ministry. I have been asked on occasion what shared ministry implies. Shared
ministry is when more than one congregation comes together and decides to work together in
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Congratulations to Father John Organ, cont’d
various areas such as holding combined services on special days and sharing priests and buildings
from time to time. This is done as an effort to mitigate increasing costs and to guard against the
burn-out of the few remaining faithful volunteers who are doing many jobs. As we bid farewell to
Father John, we will continue to work on shared ministry so that, when the St Martin’s

new

incumbent arrives, our ducks will be in a row and we will be ready to explore our future together.
Keep in mind that shared ministry with St Martin’s is only one of the options and that we have
permission to approach any church. We have a licence to dream.
We wish John Organ Godspeed in his New Ministry.
Father George

A-J is continuing on until September.
As we approached the end of April, I was feeling rather sad to think that A-J would be leaving St
Stephen’s shortly. However, to my relief, her superiors agreed that she can stay with us until the
beginning of the fall academic year. This was good news to my ears as A-J has been a good addition
to the Stephen’s family. It is going to be a busy summer for her as she is expected to immerse herself
into the life of the parish. I am happy that she will be coming to the office Monday to Friday.
A few jobs have been lined up, such as assisting us with: the long-deferred parish inventory,
Wednesday services and retirement home services, summer bible study following the Wednesday
service; visiting the sick and the shut ins and officiating at Evensong. I am confident that you will
support A-J in her new role. I hope you will join me in keeping her busy! A-J, we are pleased and
honoured to have you as a postulant.
Father George

Meet Lauren Dupuis….
Hi. My name is Lauren Dupuis, I am 14 years old and have
been a member of St. Stephan’s for 14 years. Father George
asked me to do a mini interview about how I balance all my
activities with church so here are the answers to the questions
he asked.
What do you like doing most at church?
In a normal church service I like serving a lot. I like serving because I like being able to be involved
at church and I’ve learned so many interesting things about how everything happens that I wouldn’t
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Meet Lauren Dupuis, cont’d
have learned otherwise. However, I also really enjoy working at the Fall Food Fair with my family.
Also, the atmosphere is very friendly and ever since I was younger I would always get so excited
when it was Fall Food Fair because I would be able to see lots of people and buy my own treats.
How did you become a server?
I became a server because I saw my Great Aunt Alice doing it and I thought it looked fun. I also like
being involved in whatever I do. I figured that it would be a fun way to get involved even though I’m
fairly busy with all my other sports and Girl Guides. It works out well since I only serve every few
weeks.
How do you balance sports and church?
I’m fairly lucky because I don’t normally dance on Sundays which really helps with balancing church
and sports. But occasionally I’ll have a competition, recital or a rehearsal on Sunday and if I am
supposed to be serving that Sunday I can easily call someone to see if they can do it for me that
Sunday and I can do it another Sunday for them some other time.
Who inspires you in sports? Who inspires you in the church?
When it comes to sports it’s my dance teachers that inspire me.
They’re always helping and trying to make me better and they get my
teammates and I to work hard while still having fun. My dance
teachers are always optimistic and want to see us improving so they
will do ‘anything’ to help us succeed. I really appreciate my dance
teachers as well because I can talk to them about so many other
things than just dance. Often during classes we will spend at least ten
minutes just talking about our lives which is really nice. My inspiration
at church would probably be Alice, JoAnn and my Grandma because
ever since I was young they made an effort to get me to church
every weekend even if my parents were busy with William’s hockey or
other things. They’ve also helped me get involved at church since
they’ve been going to St. Stephen’s for so long and at least one of them has done almost every
different role at church at least once.
How can the church change to accommodate sports people and young people in general?
I think church can change to accommodate sports people and young people by just understanding
that we won’t be able to make it to church every Sunday but that we try to get to church as much as
possible and that just because we aren’t there super often it doesn’t mean we don’t want to be
involved. As well, I think it would be a good idea if the church is able to get all of us young people
together more often to do fun ‘outings’ whether it’s going to the movies or going bowling or anything
else we are interested in. (This could be a thing that the kids plan with our parents help) We could
even have a meeting at the beginning of the year and make a list of activities we’d like to do
throughout the year and try do one each month. Also at the church picnic we could do more water
games because everyone always finds those super fun and we could also do games that we compete
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Meet Lauren Dupuis, cont’d
against the adults to see who’s more skilled in different things. At the moment thought I think that
the church is doing a great job trying to include the young people by making it possible for us to do
cool things like going up to Iqaluit, which I will be doing for my second time this August. If the
church hadn’t thought of us young people and offered to let us go, I don’t think I ever would've gone
to Iqaluit and I am getting ready to go for a second time. Also while I’m talking about Iqaluit I’d like
to thank everyone for their donations whether you made something for the bake sale or if you have
donated money or items for us to bring up north. Whatever it may be it is greatly appreciated by all
the teens going up to Iqaluit this time which will also be the last!
What do you see as your future role in the church?
I think I’ll continue serving for as long as possible, but I also think I’d like trying to be a reader since
I enjoy speaking in front of groups of people, and when I tried it once a few years ago I found that it
was fun. Maybe when I get a little older if we do start trying to do an outing for us young people
each month I could help coordinate it since I am one of the older kids. Although the ones younger
than me really aren’t that much younger and are really mature.

St Stephen’s Volunteers honoured at the Queensway Carleton
Hospital
Martha Greatrex (5 years as a volunteer), Mary Jane Dyment (10 years as a volunteer), and Cynthia
Mortimer (25 years as a volunteer) received certificates of appreciation for their volunteer work at the
Queensway Carleton Hospital at a Volunteer Appreciation dinner held on April 19, 2018. We thank
them and all our volunteers who spend their time visiting the sick in hospital.

Congratulations to you all.
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On Sunday, April 08, the wardens, on behalf of Bishop John Chapman, presented Gerry Stephen with

a certificate of Appreciation for his sterling work at St Stephen’s.

The Pause Table at Algonquin College

Holy Baptism- Samaia Sarai Waithe

Thank you for reading.
A special thank you to Sheela Albert the editor, for assembling the
newsletter.
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