Table of Contents
Lift Upgrade News:

p. 1-2

Fall Bible Study:

p. 2

A.J. Cottreau:

p. 2

The Big Give:

p. 3

Parish Photo Directory p. 4
Confirmation Classes: p. 5
Fall Food Fair:

p. 5

Fall/Winter Special Services
September 24: Sebastien and
Auguste(Gus) will receive the
sacrament of Holy Baptism.
October 8: Thanksgiving
Service and Reception for New
Parishioners.
October 22: Family Service.
November 5: Remembrance
Service.
December 3: World AIDS Day.
December 10: The National
Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence against
Women.
December 17: Blue Christmas
Service.
December 24: Christmas Eve
services at 4:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m. Please note that the 8:00
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services
will be cancelled

SUMMER 2017
NEWSLETTER

Message from the Incumbent
‘On our way up to 135th Floor.’
The Lift Project will get
underway August 21.
Summer is finally here and all
things are bright and beautiful.
There is color all around us,
flowers
blooming,
weeds
competing with our plants and the
fruit of our labor is beginning to
pay off as we pick fresh and
organic vegetables from our
backyards.
We are busy in our yards and in our homes with renovations
while others are moving homes. Here at St Stephen’s, our
spiritual home, I am pleased to inform you that the physical work
of the Lift Project is about take off to the 135th floor. Due
diligence has been done and everything is in order. The Lord
has been gracious to us. I am overwhelmed and grateful for
your generous financial support to
this project. Between pledges
(135th Pledge forms–over $34 000
has been pledged) plus money
donated from loonies for the Lift,
memorial donations in honor of
Canon Lydon and Jim Ross, we
have a total of over $73 000(Over
73 Floors covered so far!). ‘Glory
to God whose power working in us
can do more than we can imagine’.
Inspired by this we have a signed
contract and the contractors are
committed to moving on site the
week of August 21 to start work.
The contractors have informed us
that the work to upgrade the lift will
take approximately two to three
months from start to finish.
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Message from the Incumbent, cont’d
So, God willing, the lift should up and running by end of November of this year.
During the construction period from August 21 until the end of November, we will have to pray to God
to grant us the ability to be flexible, since we will have limited use of the church because there will be
no lift. The 10:00 a.m. service starting Sunday, August 27 will be held downstairs in the church hall
and will continue to be held there until the lift is installed and certified to operate. The 8:00 a.m.
Eucharistic services will continue to be held in the church, which will allow time to set up for the 10:00
a.m. service. During the entire construction period we are all encouraged to access the church via the
back entrance on Watson Street. The Montessori people are aware of these changes and are
comfortable with the alternative arrangements put in place for them.
Regarding special services such as funerals, weddings, baptisms, etc., we will take it case by case.
Should there be any changes, the wardens or I will keep you informed via e-mails. Should you have
any further questions please feel free to phone the church office.
I remain yours in Christ
Father George Kwari
Incumbent.
Fall Bible Study
God willing, it is my intention to offer a bible study in the Fall on Wednesday evenings. My plan is
that, any time we get together for a study, we will study a book from the bible. I am aware that we
may not have enough time to do an in-depth study but my goal is encourage us to read a number of
books of the bible together, and reflect on them. As a church we need to revive this important tradition
of reading books in the bible together, chapter by chapter. Our first study will take place on
Wednesday November 14, so please pencil it in your schedule. I am looking forward to seeing as
many as possible.
A.J. Going to College for Army Chaplaincy!
Our parish continues to nurture leaders for the church. I am pleased to
officially announce that A.J. has been accepted into the Master of Divinity
program at St Paul’s University in Ottawa starting September this year. A.J.
is a choir member, lector, Eucharistic assistant and Synod representative
here at St Stephen’s. My prayer is that she will be permitted to stay with us
during her first year at college. If that happens then you will be seeing A.J.
taking an active role during Sunday services as an ordinand, leading the
liturgy of the word and preaching. She will also run some of our bible studies
and help in the administration. This will give her enough hands-on training as
she proceeds towards her ordination in 2019. Please join me in welcoming
A.J. in her new role here at St Stephen’s. Your prayers for her will be appreciated.
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Goodbye to Felice!
Felice has been with us since the beginning of the year but life is pulling her away from us. So, sadly,
we will be losing Felice, to another lucky parish outside of Ottawa. Felice has been our
Communications Coordinator, responsible for updating our website and Facebook account and also a
member of the choir and meditation group. She has been a breath of fresh air to us all, a very positive
and deep Christian thinker. Felice, we will miss you and we wish God’s blessings on you and your
four sons as you move on.
The BIG GIVE Ottawa 2017 at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
Some of God's children, here in our own
immediate neighbourhood, are in great need of
things we often take for granted each
day. When we go shopping to revitalize our
wardrobe each season, they look for ways to
replace thread bare or damaged and faded
"used" clothing for themselves or their child or
children. While we travel for sun and family
fun, they bus or walk - depending on the week
- to food banks or similar social safety net
opportunities... because there is no money for
vacations or even modest travel.
As we lift a glass and consume a fine meal with
others, they reach for another box of yellow
brand pasta and cheese with a side of canned
corn or ketchup.
THIS is why you made a donation of your gently used men’s; women’s and children's clothing or
perhaps your outgoing dishes, cutlery, or maybe it was your used kitchen or household tools and
appliances. This is why you gave of your time, hard work, and talents. THIS is why the BIG GIVE held in over 70 Ottawa Christian churches, involving many hundreds or even thousands of volunteers,
is so important and so wonderful. Surely we are all called to share God's love and bountiful blessings
with those neighbours - our brothers and sisters in humanity and creation - whom we invited into our
church hall this passed June 3rd. THE BIG GIVE was not a free "handout"; it was much more even
than a significant "hand up" to those in need: it was a gift to US and an opportunity from our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. It was "OUR daily bread"... and it is the sharing of God's love. Thank you to all who
directly or indirectly took part or contributed to our BIG GIVE 2017.
Sincerely,
Jim Davis and the BIG GIVE 2017 Team.
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A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL
What they said about BIG GIVE: Have to thank you for your amazing Generosity today.
I am a newly single mom, who has relocated to Ottawa. It has been quite the adjustment to starting all
over again. I am a student, and money is always tight. It was so nice not to have to tell my six year
old "we don't have the money" He picked up some toys. I was able to pick up a few skirts for job
interviews.
Having someone make me breakfast was a real treat.
Thank you, Emma

!

!

Tulip Tea: Joyce and Mary Jane

Kacper with Russell Men’s Choir

New Parish Photo Directory for St. Stephen’s!
Time to get our faces renewed! Remember to book your photo shoot for the new Parish Photo
Directory if you haven’t already done so. To schedule an appointment please call JoAnn Collete at
613-829-5071
The photo shoot will take place on the following dates:
Monday, September 11 from 2:30 p.m to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 12 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 28 from 2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday, September 29 from 2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
And, Saturday, September 30 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
I hope to see your face in the book.
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Lay Readers and Servers Training
Starting September, I will be approaching a few individuals whom I feel are called to serve the
Church of God as lay readers. Lay readers are the people who lead the liturgy of the service when a
priest is presiding at the Eucharist. Lay readers are permitted to lead morning and evening prayer
services and they are licensed to preach at any service. As a matter of fact, lay readers are
encouraged to exercise the ministry of preaching at least twice a year. Currently at St Stephen’s we
have four dedicated lay readers and I hope to add a few more to this group.
I also want to encourage the young boys and girls in our parish to sign up to become altar servers.
The main duties for altar servers is to help prepare for Eucharist, light the candles, make sure all the
elements we need for Eucharist are in place before the service begins, and act as crucifer. If you feel
God calling you to these two ministries please get in touch with Father George for more information.
Confirmation Classes
Our next meeting will be held on September 10 and October 22
following the 10:00 a.m. service. There will be no classes in
November and December. Classes will resume in February of 2018.
Seven people have signed up so far, and it’s not too late to sign up
for classes. Anybody who is turning eleven or more this year is
welcome to join us. Even those already confirmed are more than
welcome to join our one-hour classes held once a month until the date
of confirmation.

Is that you Mr. Warden and
Ilana Landsberg -Lewis?

Meeting with Eucharistic Assistants, Altar Guild members, Lectors and Sides persons.
I invite you all to a meeting on Saturday October 14 at 10: 00 a.m. On the agenda will be a
discussion on what our roles and expectations are whenever we meet for worship. I am inviting all
four groups because I have noticed that many people have multiple roles, so having one meeting will
avoid having separate meetings for one group at a time. I hope to see you there so that we can share
information.
Thank you for the ministry to our church.
Save the Date - Fall Food Fair
Saturday 4 November 2017 (Under New Management)
We are delighted to introduce JoAnn Collett, our capable "Jams and Jellies" coordinator as the new
FFF Director of Operations. JoAnn has been involved with the event since it began in ... yes folks....
2007. Thank you JoAnn, and we are all looking forward to working with you to make the event a best
ever event.
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JoAnn has already recruited coordinators for most of the various sections of the Fair. Over the next
few months you will find calls for help either from JoAnn or the coordinators in the weekly bulletin or
on sign up sheets in the parking lot entrance. Please watch for these - many hands make lighter
work. It looks like there will be baking bees as well as the usual cooking bees, and the usual
opportunities for selling, making products at home, and set up and tear down.
Our Food Fair absolutely has the best lunch in town - with service, food quality and price. We've got
until November 4 to make sure we invite at least 2 people each to join us for lunch.
We would again like to thank Jack Kalil for his past leadership. Jack - you've passed a very
successful FFF baton to JoAnn and all appreciates it.
Marion Agnew

The Spirit Wolf and Friends

The Iqualit Fiddlers

Father George on Vacation
I will be away from August 1 to the 31 on vacation. The Venerable Paul will
take the first two Sundays and will be on call from August 1 through to 19
and again from August 27 to 31. The Reverend Canon Michael Fleming
will preside at the Sunday services on August 20 and 27. He will also be
the priest on call from August 20 to 27. Phone messages and e-mails to
the church will be checked on a regular basis by Marilyn who has
graciously offered to do that on her own time during her holidays.
Therefore it may take a couple of days before you hear back from us, but
please be assured that all concerns will be dealt with in a timely manner.
See you all in September.

!
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