
Centrally located in the South Livermore Valley there is a 
property that is part of the gateway to the Livermore Valley 
Wine Region along South Livermore Avenue. The land 
adjacent to it is already planted in vineyards and protected 
by a conservation easement held by Tri-Valley Conservancy. 
Six years ago the property was purchased, with plans that 
included an eight-acre building site: nine buildings, paved 
patio, field areas, and lots of parking. This meant over 55% 
of this 14.6 acre parcel would be developed.

The TVC Board of Directors quickly stepped up to oppose 
this non-agricultural use, and tried to find a compromise 
that would preserve the agricultural potential of this 
important property in a way that was 
consistent with the South Livermore Valley 
Area Plan. One of the main goals of the 
Plan is to preserve the area’s remaining 
vineyards and wineries and create 
incentives for investment and expansion of 
vineyards and other cultivated agriculture. 

We are happy to announce that the new 
owners, the Abboud family, recognized 
the land’s potential to be an important 
addition to this beautiful wine-growing 
area. The Abboud family agreed to limit 
construction to a two-acre building area, 
and put the land into a conservation 
easement with TVC. 

Rima Abboud said, “TVC was a key enabler 
for us to purchase the property. My husband and I started 
making wine in 2004, and we are really excited to have the 
opportunity to be on the main Livermore Wine Country 
road. We want to thank the TVC staff, the previous owner, 
and the many local wine makers and growers for helping us 
through this transaction.”

It is truly a win-win situation for everyone involved, as the 
new owners plan to eventually develop the building area as a 
winery and/or event center and cultivate the rest of the site as 
a vineyard or orchard.

The mission of  Tri-Valley Conservancy is to preserve 
agricultural lands and natural open spaces in our area that 
are vital to protecting our quality of life. If you would like 
more information about how we might assist you with a 
conservation easement or would like more information about 
TVC, visit our web site at www.trivalleyconservancy.org or 
call us at 925- 449-8706.
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When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect. – Aldo Leopold
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What’s the Latest?
As part of the Tri-Valley Conservancy’s mission to permanently protect the 
fertile soils, rangelands, and biological resources, and to support a viable 
agricultural economy in the Tri-Valley area, TVC regularly reviews and 
comments on projects that have the potential to impact land use in the  
Tri-Valley area. Below is a short summary of one of our responses. 

Planned Rural Solar Policy for Alameda County

In early May 2011 the Alameda County Board of Supervisors directed 
their staff to create a Rural Solar Policy for large-scale solar facilities in rural 
areas. While there is the increased demand for solar energy resulting from 
California’s Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) target of 33% renew-
able energy generation, the TVC Board is concerned about the potential 
 negative impacts of these facilities on Tri-Valley’s natural resources and 
agricultural values. 

 TVC sent a letter to the county Board of Supervisors with recommenda-
tions and concerns for their consideration. Recommendations include the 
requirement for a case-by-case review and full environmental assessment of 
each proposed project, provisions to ensure clean-up and disposal of equip-
ment if the plant becomes non-operational, and protection of rural views-
heds, to name a few. TVC is continuing to work with the County to ensure 
the creation of a Rural Solar Policy that conserves the land’s economic and 
biological values, while working towards a green energy future.

For more details and updates, visit www.trivalleyconservancy.org: News – Updates.

BOD SpOtlight
We are very proud to introduce 
two of our Board of Directors – 
Jean King, Chair and our newest 
addition Ryan Callahan.  

We asked them–

“Why are you on TVC’s board 
and/or what inspires you to 
serve on the TVC Board?”

“I grew up on 
our 360 acre 
Wisconsin family 
farm and learned 
to appreciate all 
that the land had 
to offer including 
the livelihood for 

the family, a beautiful place to ride my 
horse with my cousins and the intrinsic 
value of the land and open space.”

“I serve on the 
Board of Directors 
for the TVC as 
the appointed 
representative of 
the Wine Growers 
Association.  My 
reason for serving 

on the board is to help ensure that 
our local vineyards and wine region is 
preserved and expanded in a way that 
will help promote the success of small 
and large wineries in our valley.”

For more information about our Board 
of Directors please visit our website 
under the “About” page.

Ryan Callahan

Jean King

Introducing: TVC Advisory Council
Tri-Valley Conservancy’s mission is a complex issue and at times can 
definitely be an ambitious task. We know that we don’t have all the answers 
and that it’s going to take time and a lot of work to achieve our goals. This 
is why we enthusiastically welcome the opportunity to collaborate with 
our newest members of the Tri-Valley Conservancy Advisory Council: 
Patti Cole, Jim Denham, David Furst, John Houghton, Morgan King, Jim 
Kohnen, JC Moody, Regina Muelhauser, Read Phillips and Eric Swalwell.

This Council is an important link between TVC and the community. It 
will help us grow through effective governance, management, technical 
expertise and fundraising. To learn more about our Council please visit 
www.trivalleyconservancy.org.
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As the new Executive 
Director of TVC, I 
am excited to have 
the honor to lead this 
organization and build 
on the tremendous 
foundation and good 
work accomplished over 
the past 17 years.  

Tri-Valley Conservancy plays a critical role 
in conserving our landscapes and improving 
our quality of life. Agriculture is still very 
important for the economy of the valley. 
Many of the trails that I love in valley are on 
conserved lands. These recreational uses truly 
enhance our quality of life. It is also important 
to conserve open space, not only for the scenic, 
agricultural and recreational values, but for the 
preservation of wildlife habitat.

I believe that the TVC can preserve our quality of 
life and also balance that need with the demands 
for growth, public parks and trails, farmland, 
protection of wildlife habitat, and watersheds. 
These are times when we need to come together 
to figure out how we can protect that quality of 
life, not only for each of us, but also for future 
generations of valley residents. 

What is this business about? Cooperation. Each 
of us must ask ourselves, “How do I want the 
valley to look in 50 years?”  

I welcome your ideas. Please contact me via 
email at lmercier@trivalleyconservancy.org with 
your comments, or visit our website at  
www.trivalleyconservancy.org.

Conserving the Places We Love
For each of us, it is important to conserve the special places that people 
value. Our land feeds our bodies and souls, and it is the most important 
legacy we can pass on intact to our children and grandchildren. 

Why Conserve Your Land?

Across America, thousands of people are determined to conserve 
the places they value. Landowners have a deep connection to their 
land and know the gifts undeveloped properties provide their 
communities: clean air and water, fresh food, wildlife habitat, and 
sheer scenic beauty. All-too-often these special places disappear 
forever because of development. Every day, over 5,000 acres of land 
are developed in the U.S.

Many landowners are taking a stand to safeguard the places they love 
– productive farms, ranchland, forests, wetlands, coastlines – for their 
family and for future generations.

If you’re a landowner and would like to learn more about what 
TVC can do to help you preserve your property, visit our web site 
at www.trivalleyconservancy.org and click on FAQ, or call us at 
925- 449-8706.

A MessAge FroM our 
New executive Director

Laura Mercier
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