
Tri-Valley Conservancy is proud to announce that it has accepted two more 
conservation easements on about 60 acres of vineyards owned by Wente Family 
Estates within the South Livermore Valley Area Plan (SLVAP). Today there are 
over 5,000 acres of vineyards in the SLVAP with more than 50% of the vineyards 
preserved because of agreements between landowners and TVC.

The SLVAP would not be the success that it is today if it were not for the 
landowners. We find most of the landowners in the Tri-Valley have a deep 
connection to their land and know the gifts undeveloped properties provide this 
community: clean air and water, wildlife habitat, local agriculture products, and 
sheer scenic beauty.

These additional acres from the Wente Family Estates make the total count of acres 
preserved in the South Livermore Valley Area Plan now 4,309 acres!  “It has been a 
great experience for Wente Family Estates to work with Ponderosa Homes and the 
TVC to complete this mitigation effort. This is a great example of how landowners 
and the TVC can partner to support the continued success of the SLVAP. Being 
landowners for over 128 years, the preservation of the valley and the goals of 
the SLVAP are extremely important to the Wente family,” said Kevin Zollinger, 
Executive Vice President.

As we say at TVC, 
this business is about 
cooperation and 
partnership. The 
next time you visit 
one of the wineries 
or meet one of the 
property owners who 
is preserving land, be 
sure to thank them – 
we all benefit. 

For history of the South Livermore Valley Area Plan and Specific Plan, please visit our 
web site: www.trivalleyconservancy.org 
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Conservation is a state of harmony between man and land. – Aldo Leopold

4,309 Acres Preserved by  
Tri-Valley Conservancy
Where did these acres come from?

South Livermore Valley Specific Plan (SLVSP) 
Mitigation: 3,240 acres

The SLVSP requires that one acre must be 
preserved for every house built and for every acre 
built on, an additional acre must be preserved 
(i.e. five houses built on one acre = six acres to 
be preserved)

South Livermore Valley Area Plan Bonus 
Density (SLVAP): 555 acres

SLVAP allows property owners to subdivide 
their properties into 20 acre parcels providing 
they place their property under Agricultural 
Conservation Easements 

TVC Acquisitions: 514 acres

TVC Funds:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,659,795
Grants:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,858,333
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BOD SpOtlight
We are very proud to introduce 
two of our Board of Directors – 
Michael Fredrich, Treasurer and 
Rik Hansen. We asked them–

“Why are you on TVC’s board 
and/or what inspires you to serve 
on the TVC Board?”

“I grew up on the 
edge of a small town 
in Wisconsin where 
our playgrounds 
were open fields and 
woodlands. I would 
like to give future 
generations a little of 

that experience. I joined the TVC board 
because I saw the TVC working to preserve 
the rural character of the Tri-Valley.”

N. Scott Momaday 
in The Way to Rainy 
Mountain expressed 
my thoughts with 
the quote,  “Once 
in his life a man 
ought to concentrate 
his mind upon the 

remembered earth, I believe. He ought to 
give himself up to a particular landscape 
in his experience, to look at it from as 
many angles as he can, to wonder about 
it, to dwell upon it. He ought to imagine 
that he touches it with his hands at every 
season and listens to the sounds that are 
made upon it. He ought to imagine the 
creatures there and all the faintest motions 
of the wind. He ought to recollect the 
glare of noon and all the colors of the 
dawn and dusk.” 

For information about how to get 
involved with TVC, visit our website 
and click on “How to Help.”

Rik Hansen

Michael Fredrich

TVC extends our thanks to our Sponsors for the 2011 Jeans & Jewels:
EmErald

ALTAMONT WEALTH MANAGEMENT
FRIENDS OF THE VINEYARDS
FRIENDS OF LIVERMORE
THE INDEPENDENT

diamond

ruby

SHAMES CONSTRuCTION

A Shimmering Success
Jeans & Jewels
Over 200 sharply dressed cowboys and cowgirls showed up at Casa Real for the 
Jeans & Jewels fundraiser on Thursday, October 6, to enjoy the sounds of The 
Front Porch Band and indulge in deliciously prepared wine country cuisine.... 
Gold medal winning wines from the 2nd Annual TVC “uncorked” Wine 
Competition were proudly served at each table … the Steven Kent “Lola” ... the 
2008 “Intesa” Cabernet blend from Ruby Hill ….

Excerpted from Laura Ness’s article in the October 20, 2011, issue of The Independent, 
with her permission. To read the complete article, please visit our web site: www.
trivalleyconservancy.org.
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Urban sprawl overtakes two acres 
of productive agricultural land 
every minute. But, you can stem 
the tide with a voluntary easement 
that conserves your land for active 
production – as you continue to 
own and work it…or even if you 
sell it or pass it on to your heirs.

Your Land Is a Vital Link
In this nation’s food and fiber chain, 
your lands helps support wildlife 
habitat, clean water and air, local food 
supplies, and open space. 

Preserving A Way of Life
The farming and ranching way of 
life supports qualities that are widely 
valued by society and that go far 
beyond the scenic vistas and rugged 
character of the landscapes. 

How Land Trusts Can Help
Operating in rural settings with varied 
land resources, easement programs are 
creating new and diverse strategies to 
protect farm and ranch land, and they 
are addressing specific regional needs. 
To-date, the land trust community 
has protected 37 million acres, an area 
larger than the mid-west farm belt 
which supplies most of the food in 
our country.

To learn more please visit our web site and 
click on FAQ.

Farm and ranch 
Land conservation

Tri-Valley Conservancy (TVC) challenged photographers to capture nature, highlighting 
the scenic diversity of life in the Tri-Valley. The judges, Barbara Mallon, Steve Stewart, Sue 
Houghton and TVCs’ Board of Directors, selected the finalists and winners of first, second and 
third prizes. The top 12 photos were displayed during TVC’s 2011 “Jeans & Jewels.” Everyone 
who attended our event had a vote in the People’s Choice selection.

FREEZE FRAME!
Congratulations to our 

photo contest winners, 

Marc Davis, Eric Ahrendt, 

and Lawrence Piggins!

STAY INFORMED
To see the top 25 photos visit our website: www.trivalleyconservancy.org.

Thank you to all of our contestants for 
spotlighting the beauty of Tri-Valley 
and the importance of protecting our 
region’s rural character and natural 
heritage –  now and in the future.

First PrizE and PEoPlE’s ChoiCE  |  livErmorE Farm  –  by marC davis

third PrizE

north livErmorE sunsEt

by lawrEnCE Piggins

sECond PrizE

zinFandEl graPE ClustEr

by EriC ahrEndt
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