














JASON CARIGNAN -ACADEMIC/COMPUTERSCIENCE PATHWAY 

GRADUATED WITH AA 
I graduated from Idaho City High School in spring 2019. My career plan is to major in Software Engineering. 

When did you develop your plan to use A.O. funds? 
Shortly after I started attending Idaho City in 7th grade when I realized that I needed to take advanced 
classes in order for my schedule to fit due to being in advanced classes since I was ahead academically as 
a result of being home schooled. We decided that I should be placed in more advanced classes using A.O. 
funds by taking 10th grade history online. 

How did you decide on your career if you have? 
I decided on Software Engineering because I've always been obsessed with how computers operate and all 
the amazing things that you can make them do if you have the skills and know-how to do so. I think it is a 
perfect fit for me as someone who is curious and driven to create something that might help others through 
the use of software. 

What obstacles did you face which may include but not limited to? 
Time 

Especially with the first few years of this program when I was still figuring things out and learning to 
schedule myself, time management was difficult. With sports, normal high school classes, and just being a 
person in general, I found myself needing more time than I had. Once I started figuring out how to stay 
focused and on task, I was able to get things done faster which freed up a lot more time for other things 
and also relieved a lot of stress. The end of the semester was always difficult, though, since I was doing 
sports. Tournaments that took up two or three days of my time really bottlenecked the amount of time I 
could spend on academics which challenged me greatly because this usually happened during college 
finals week when I had a lot of projects due. 

Transferability of credit - did all your credits transfer? 
All my credits transferred. Some won't count towards my major but they will count as electives which will 
either give me more flexibility on what I can take, less classes I need to take during each quarter, or allow 
me to get a double major more easily depending on what I choose to do. 

Other 
Another obstacle I had to face was figuring out things on my own when I got stuck on a concept. While my 
instructors were able to help me, I was not always running into the issues when they were available, so I 
had to be independent and resourceful. Luckily, I am good friends with the internet and was able to find 
help on forums, YouTube, and Google searches. 

Extracurricular activities you participated in while in high school: 
1. Track and Field - 4 years
2. Basketball - 4 years
3. Football - 2 years

How many college credits did you earn? 
63 credits. 60 of these were accepted by University of 
California, Irvine.  I enrolled with Junior status.

How much time and money did you save by participating in 
Advance Opportunities? Why? 
I will have saved at least a year in college and, at the college 
I am attending, equates to about $55,000. 
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