
 
 

NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES  

May 16th, 2022 

  

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 

           
Region 

1 Marvin Cling X   

Region 

6 

Craig 

Kreman X  

Region 

9 

Syndi 

Smallwood X 

        Maxine Paul X    Leonard Bruce X 

Region 

2 

Angela 

Benedict              

  Steve Smith X   

Region 

7 Billie Toledo X  

Region 

10 Lucas Bair X 

Region 

4 Scott Hansen X          Caleb Minthorn  

  Tiffany Lozada X            

Region 

5 Brandy Toft X   

Region 

8 

Randy 

Ashley X  Alaska 

Rosalie 

Kalistook X 

  Vallen Cook X     

Janice 

Archuleta X     

 

EPA Representatives and 

others  

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 

Representatives  

Ex-Officio Members / 

Others 

Pat Childers 

OAR X  

NTAA Project Director 

Andy Bessler 
X 

 

Ann Marie 

Chischilly, ITEP  

Jason Walker 
NTC X  

Mariah Ashley X 

 

Chris Lee  

TAMS Center  

 
   

Ryan Tsingine 
 

X 
 

Hayden Hardie, 

TAMS Center    

 
   

Mehrdad Khatibi 
 

 

 

  

X = present on the call 

 



NTAA Action Items Generated During This Call 

 
ACTION ITEMS RESPONSIBLE 

PARTY 

DUE DATE 

Action Item 1: NTAA staff will work with the secretary 

to finalize meeting notes to be approved by EC on the 

next call. 

 

NTAA Staff    6/13/22 

Action Item 2: Upcoming partnership meetings with EC 

Members should go through NTAA Project Director 

beforehand and will coordinate with the EC members’ 

schedules. The upcoming meeting with the ALA is 

tentatively planned for late June after the publication of 

the STAR. 

NTAA Project 

Director   

Ongoing 

Action Item 3: NTAA Project Director will draft a 

general letter of support for Joe Goffman undergoing his 

confirmation hearing with EPA. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director  

4/24/22 

Action Item 4: NTAA Staff will Schedule a time to 

check in with Laura about the draft STAR. 

 

NTAA Staff   Ongoing  

 
 

NTAA EC Standing Monthly Call 

Monday, May 16th, 2022 

10 am AK / 2 pm ET  

  

1) NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  

 

a) Invocation  

 

b) Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff. EC Quorum reached. 

 

c) Approval of Meeting Agenda  

 

R5 Primary motions to accept the agenda. Seconded by R1 Alternate. No abstentions, no 

dissension. Motion passes to approve agenda. 

 

d) Approval of Minutes 

a. December 13, 2021 

b. January 10, 2022 

c. February 14, 2022 

d. February 28 – March 3, 2022, EPA Leadership Meeting 

e. March 14, 2022 

f. April 11, 2022 



 

NTAA Project Director: As they stand, they are not ready for EC approval just yet. Will 

work with Ryan and Billie this week to finalize.   

Action Item: NTAA Staff will work with NTAA Secretary to finalize Meeting Notes to 

be approved by EC on the next call. 

 

e) Approval of Associate/Principal Members Applications 

i) Staff Update on Pending Applications: Brett Sands and Crystal Stone  

No response from them yet. Crystal was in Tulsa but did not talk with her. Their 

applications are still pending. 

 

ii) Associate Members updated on Website  

 

The Member Tribe list has been updated with Associate members from groups and 

individuals. If anyone knows of other associate members, let Andy know. 

 

f) NTAA Budget Summary 

 

Submitted a quarterly report just before NTFAQ. This budget was set from March 

31st. They are funds allocated and spent by March 31st which does not include 

costs to NTFAQ. We will have to wait and see how the total differs after 

reimbursements and will get more on that next time. 

 

 

g) NTAA Projects 

 

i) Review NTFAQ 

 

Thank you to all for making the NTFAQ a wonderful experience after coming back 

from being away a long time. I do think that NTAA does not get to do a lot that it 

should get to do. It has gotten its time cut short from past years, but other than that the 

20th anniversary was wonderful. If you want anything to be done with that, we can do 

that. Any comments on the NTFAQ? 

 

Julie from ITEP sent an email notifying me that all recordings are now available.  

 

One of the takeaways was that for the breakout sessions, there were not that many, 

and it was hard to attend the tribal ones because they were all held at the same time. 

I’m not sure how to rectify that, but anyhow that is one of the takeaways and heard 

from others the same. 

 



Be sure to do the surveys to have that written on paper. Unfortunately, we rushed 

through our luncheon, and I know the Virgil Masayesva award is an important event 

at NTFAQ, but it seems like it is more and more time each conference and our 

member lunch get less time. Would have liked to hear more from the member tribes. 
We need to push for more time for NTAA, because NTAA is a sponsor of the 

conference and yet we get smaller and smaller times. Like Brandy’s BNA session was 

important and that was part of the closing session. Interested to see if those points of 

discussion came through in the feedback. 

 

ii) NIHB Presentation  

iii) Council on Environmental Quality  

iv) NTAA Welcome Packets for New Members  

 

h) NTAA Partnership Engagement Discussion  

i) NACAA 

ii) ALA – Review draft agenda and set time for meeting  

 

No hurry to have this meeting, we were approached by Diana Von Vleet, and she 

really saw the work around the STAR and the regular meetings with Laura Kate 

Bender. Diana thought we should get together and how we as organizations can 

support each other's meetings. Just to start to have meetings between ALA and 

NTAA. 

 

Need to send further meeting inquires through Andy with adequate time so we can 

put them in our calendars. We cannot have dates showing up with only one week’s 

notice, none of us can do that. We should meet with ALA when we have our quarterly 

meetings. 

 

Quarterly works well. If something major policy wise, we can email. One item they 

want to know about is the STAR, which is not ready yet. Nothing is set in stone, but 

Diana was excited to get this set up and moving. They are just excited to talk and for 

that reason it is good to engage, and it makes sense to say we are still working on our 

STAR as well. 

 

We need to invite all the partnership groups to something. That is something they can 

engage in and for us to provide them with context and explain the report the way that 

it is meant to be. 

 

Action Item: Upcoming partnership meetings with EC Members should go through 

NTAA Project Director beforehand and will coordinate with the EC members’ 

schedules. The upcoming meeting with the ALA is tentatively planned for late June 

after the publication of the STAR. 

 



i) EDF/ Mom’s Clean Air Force  

i) Discussions in Tulsa  

 

Talked to them about what ALA is looking for. What they want to work on together 

and it would help to have a national organization like that. Could certainly help with 

funding and policy work/support.  

 

Had a meeting with Tina Ndoh, and we were talking about how we met with OAQPS. 

Brandy had specific agenda items pertaining to air pollution offsets? (GHG 

calculations) so maybe that is something we can discuss? May need to have separate 

conversation with OAQPS. Need to have a meeting agenda for meetings with 

OAQPS and Chuck Buckler.  

 

j) WRI/EF 

i) Clean Transportation Project – EF  

ii) School Bus Work – WRI 

 

k) Air Knowledge.gov and others 

 

l) Protocol for Setting Up Meetings with Organizations  

 

m) Discussion of NTAA Ex-Officio members (please review NTAA bylaws for discussion 

here): https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.206/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf  

 

n) Discussion of NTAA PAC Members  

i) Who are the current PAC Members?  

a. Bill Droessler  

He was not helpful as a PAC member, but he is going to attempt to help us out 

with the GAP guidance. He is looking at it and see if there is an AQ nexus and see 

if he does any good work on that. I tried to give him many chances and he really 

has not been that productive. 

 

b. Richard DuBey  

 

Had a good conversation and he seemed interested and can have him before the 

EC. But it would be the law firm doing the work. Will produce a draft agenda for 

the call with Richard.  

 

o) Should we Add PAC Members? 

 

p) Ale Nunez Request 

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.206/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.206/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf


Joe Goffman is undergoing a confirmation hearing and they are hoping to have NTAA 

EC’s support. I asked if this was a concern for her and the NTAA grant and if it is okay. 

When Carol Kriebs was Chair, she sent a similar letter. The main thing is that ITEP staff 

cannot spend any resources on this. Ale is hoping to have a letter by May 20th. 

 

Need to get EC approval, but I have concerns, this would be the 2nd letter. It is 

interesting that EPA is asking a tribal organization for a support letter, and I do not know 

if the EPA would do the same. Need to address the issue of sending support letters now 

so when the time comes, we have a standard response. Not in the bylaws to send support 

letters for EPA. It is getting into a political realm and that whole process; we are working 

together in this air aspect. 

 

R6 Alternate puts forth a Motion to send a letter, in support of Joe. Seconded by R1 

Alternate. No abstentions, no dissension. Motion passes to write the letter. 

 

Action Item: NTAA Project Director will draft a general letter of support for Joe 

Goffman undergoing his confirmation hearing with EPA. 

 

q) Invited Guests  

a. Future change to agenda  

 

Going to invite those from that are invited later into our first session, so they are 

not just waiting in a room. We will do this for the next meeting. 

 

r) Work Group Updates  

a. IAQ 

b. Wood Smoke 

c. Mobile Sources  

d. NTAA Alaska Work Group  

 

s) Close EC Caucus  

EPA Representatives and others joined the call at 3:00 pm ET  

Joined by: Pat Childers (OAR), Jason Walker (NTC), and Mehrdad Khatibi (ITEP) for updates. 

 

2) National Tribal Caucus Updates   

 

a) Jason Walker, NTC Representative  

 

Jason: Possible in-person meeting next month. Unlikely. Virtual meeting in June. 

Received funding budget letter. Sent to the EPA. When we get a draft, we will forward it 

to NTAA and see the document, not just air. Do have an hour and a half before we meet 

with the EPA every month. A lot of tribes are not happy with the GAP budget. We have a 



special meeting next month with RTOC chairs and EC members. Some regions will get 

prior grant allocations, but some regions will see negative numbers. Trying to keep it 

even so that will be the topic of discussions next month. 

 

b) EPA Updates 

 

OAR updates: Direct comments are more meaningful for the NTFAQ. Overall, a great 

conference. I need to review the wording of the recordings. NTAA talking points were 

great to differentiate between Tribes and EJ communities. If EPA wants to group Tribes 

and EJ needs to take a pause and find the nexus. Want NTAA comments on the EJ 40 

initiative. Need to see what needs to be tracked and what is advantageous for tribes. Keep 

your eyes on CJEST (CEJST?). Their important work is for tribes to get appropriate 

allocations for Tribes. EJ 40 is a reporting requirement for budgets. Needs to be 40%. 

VW call coming up next Tuesday the 24th. OTAQ will be on that call. The DOJ will send 

out a letter that says what we should do with year 5. $3 to $4 million will be floating 

around. The goal would be PM reductions for Tribes. 70 to 100 tribes had eligibility for 

the first 4 years. Will not have to re-gain eligibility. Mobile Sources is doing a great job 

and EPA will do better to think through the questions beforehand for sample answers. 

Not consultation, but early engagement. May have a meeting at the Ann Arbor lab with 

EPA and NTAA EC for mobile sources. The President's budget is $23 million dollars, 

and the bare minimum is what was requested. Still finding out why some programs 

received small increases. NTAA needs to find out the 2023 budget allocations. 

 

3) ITEP Updates, Mehrdad Khatibi, Interim Director  

 

a) Remaining VW Settlement Funds  

i) Call May 24th at 1 pm eastern, call 202-532-3339 to get the call-in information. 

 

$3 to 5 million and still figuring out how to best utilize the funds. 

 

ITEP can possibly help tribes to allocate funding. That money is for beneficiaries of 

the VW program. Need more thoughts on this. ITEP is sticking with the 

recommendations of the Tribal Advisory Council. 

 

b) Draft STAR Update, Laura McKelvey, PAC Member  

 

Laura provided a rough draft to Andy and Mariah. Still some holes and formatting and 

edits. I want to set up a meeting with Andy and Mariah to discuss the next steps. Will set 

up a call with Laura.  

 

Action Item: Schedule a time to check in with Laura about the draft STAR.  

 

Next Call June 13th, 2022.   
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