
 
 

NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES  
January 10th, 2022 
   

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 
           
Region 
1     

Region 
6 

Craig 
Kreman X  

Region 
9 

Syndi 
Smallwood  X 

  Marvin Cling      Maxine Paul X    Leonard Bruce  X 
Region 
2 

Angela 
Benedict X             

  Steven Smith X   
Region 
7 Billie Toledo   

Region 
10   

Region 
4 Scott Hansen      Kelly Schott X    Lucas Bair X 

  Tiffany Lozada             
Region 
5 Brandy Toft X   

Region 
8 

Randy 
Ashley   Alaska 

Rosalie 
Kalistook  

        
Janice 
Archuleta  X   Shannon Isaacs  

 
EPA Representatives and 
others  

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 
Representatives  

Ex-Officio Members / 
Others 

Pat Childers OAR X  
Andy Bessler X 

 
Ann Marie 
Chischilly, ITEP  

Sandra 
Bukovsky EPA X  

Mariah Ashley X 
 

Chris Lee  
TAMS Center  

Chuck Buckler OAQPS X  
Ryan Tsingine X 

 
Hayden Hardie, 
TAMS Center   X 

    Mehrdad Khatibi X 
  

 
Mark Daniels X 

      
 

Gillian 
Mittlestaedt X 

      
 Syndney Jensen X 



      
 

Vallen Cook  
TAMS Center  X 

X = present on the call 
 

Action Items Generated on This Call 
ACTION ITEMS RESPONSIBLE 

PARTY 
DUE DATE  

Action Item 1: Create a google form to approve 
meeting minutes and summary by January 14th. 

NTAA Project 
Director  

1/14/22 
 
 

Action Item 2: NTAA Project Director will 
contact those people, have them submit a 
package. Send an email to the officers and 
Andy and the applications will be looked at 
and vetted.  
 
 

NTAA Project 
Director 

2/14/22 

Action Item 3: NTAA Project Director will send 
the whitepaper on emissions to R9 Primary 
and will update the logos and fact check the 
website. 

NTAA Project 
Director 

2/14/22 

Action Item 4: NTAA Project Director will get a 
PAC member to look into this issue proposed 
by R5 Primary and draft an outline to present 
to the EC.  
 

NTAA Project 
Director 

2/14/22 

Action Item 5: Sydney will send this draft to 
Andy to confirm and lock in dates.  
 

NTAA Chair  2/14/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NTAA EC Standing Monthly Meeting 

Monday, January 10, 2022  

9 am AK 

10 am PT 

11 am MT 

12 pm CT 

1 pm ET 

1. NTAA EC CAUCUS – NTAA EC, Staff and invited guests only for the first hour 

 

A. Invocation 
 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff  
 

C. Approval of Associate/Principal Members Applications 
None Currently.  

D. Review and Approval of NTAA EC Meeting Notes 
1. October 

Syndi’s name is spelled wrong throughout the whole document. 
Fixed. No further suggested changes.  
 

2. November 

3. December  

Will send email approval this week to the EC with all four sets, 
and ask for approval by the end of the week. Andy will send out 
a response template, think of something to get clear response 
back from people. Create a google form for folks to check off 
what they approve. Deadline Jan 14th. Ryan still working on 
the December notes but will have finalized by tomorrow 
morning.  
 

E. Discussion of NTAA EC Chair and Secretary positions  
1. EC Officer positions:  



Current EC Chair is stepping down at the end of the month. 
Region 5 Primary will fill in interim for the next 2 months until 
the position can be filled by another nominee. Region 6 Primary 
will fill as interim secretary/treasurer until NTAA fills these 
seats.  

 

F. Discussion of NTAA PAC Membership 
• In search of new PAC member nominations  
• 2 potential nominees in consideration  

o Applications need to be submitted and await EC approval 
to verify if they align with NTAA’s goals  

o Compensation will be included  
 

G. NTAA Ex-Officio membership 
 

NTAA needs an ex officio list and a bylaw revision, as the last bylaw 
revision was over 6 years ago.  
 
An ex officio is in NTAA bylaws but it is not necessary and can be 
changed.  

NTAA currently has the PAC who are paid experts. If there is a 
motion or suggestion on this, want to retain some time to come to 
some finalization on this.  

As of now, ex-officio can be nominated by NTAA partners. For 
example, the Office of Air and Radiation can nominate someone to be 
an ex-officio member. Then it’ll be up to the EC to approve by 
consensus or the principal members can approve that nomination by a 
majority vote.  

Final decision to keep the current system as of now with the PAC 
rather than appointed ex-officio members.  

H. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Resource Kits and Policy Products 
1. Methane Rule 

NTAA PRK on the Methane Rule is uploaded on the website. 
In the process of planning a webinar with NTAA partners: 
American Lung Association, Moms, and Environmental 
Defense Fund for January 19th.  



 
2.  CA Tribes Task Force for Mercedes Benz Consent Decree and SEP. 

 
A call is scheduled for Feb. to keep the pressure on CARB to 
send funds to tribes in CA from the settlement.   

3. Heavy Duty Vehicle Draft Standards 
NTAA Research Assistant: Has presenters lined up and will 
possibly create a fact sheet for the rule. 
 
NTAA Project Director: CARB representative provided us 
updates and actions at the state level. NC, MA, and 12 other 
states have pushed to have EVs by 2050.  

NTAA Research Assistant: PM Emissions for commercial 
planes; last year NTAA commented on that rule. They are 
essentially going to do the same for passenger planes, which are 
coming up in March, but they suggested having them present 
during the Feb MSWG call.  

4. Tribal Air Funding Updates. 

ARP funding, and others, it is important to keep tribes updated 
on additional funds. It is great that ALA is advocating for 
funding for Tribes.  

5. Review of Rules Calendar  

Highlighted in the document are good ones for NTAA to track 
what’s coming through. NTAA director will send out the doc to 
EC members. When EPA proposal comes out, a PAC member 
will look through and an EC member can motion to have a PRK 
created.  
 

5. Other Policy issues EC members wish to address 

EPA does have an outline of a climate change rule and it’s 
being shopped around other agencies. This should come out 
sometime in March. It still needs to go through OMB at this 
time.  

 



Air emissions from GHGs; large facilities are discounting 
GHGs because they’re using renewables, it is some sort of 
offset for GHGs. Because they are using their own sawdust to 
burn, they don’t have to count those emissions in their GHGs 
inventory but there are two sides to this. The thinking we 
should come out with an informational white paper on the plus 
and minuses of analyzing GHGs emissions. No stance yet 
because we don’t know much about this issue.  

 

EPA Representatives and others will join the call at 3:00 pm ET  

2. EPA UPDATES  

Still do not have a real-world budget for this year, Congress focusing on 
bigger picture issues at the moment. The President put a huge increase on 
103 and 105 grants. From a mitigation point of view air, and tribal air still 
lead in climate. ITEP does have a grant, but it is not air specific. Similarly, 
NTOC named a couple folks for climate advisors who also happen to be 
their Alaska folks. Mentioned to NTOC we have now an NTAA AK 
committee and work group so they can work together because they have two 
joint issues climate and being from Alaska. Discussed recently that recycling 
is an AQ issue in AK due to the amount of trash burning. An ARP 
informational webinar is coming up. Now that the RFR is out we cannot 
answer one on one questions. There is money in the ARP for air monitoring 
for new programs, money set aside for direct funding, and competitive. 
RFA, which is now out. NTAA, TAMS, and NTC wrote a letter on ARP 
funding to improve AQ monitoring for communities.  

 
Received NTAA’s year three Grant. Started working on the next three-year 
competitive bid for NTAA. Want to ask NTAA thoughts about making this a 
five-year grant. I wanted to compare and contrast NTAA’s grant and the 
NACA grant and see what can be adopted from the NTAA grant for the 
NACA grant or vice versa. There are some things that can be done 
differently and that starts with the RFA. In the past ten years slight changes 
have been made in the RFA.  
 

3. NTAA PROJECT TASKS AND UPDATES 

A. Upcoming NTAA Events 



1. Discuss and finalize dates of next NTAA EC virtual meeting: 
Proposed for 3-4 hours per day on either the week of Feb. 21st or Feb. 
28th. 

Meeting set for February 28th.  
 

1. Announcing NTAA Informational Webinar on EPA’s Proposed 
Methane Rule on Jan. 19th with EDF, ALA and Moms 
 
 

B. Update on NTAA Work Plan Tasks 

1. Baseline Needs Assessment (1:28)  

Data collection is done and currently in data cleaning and 
analysis. Then begin development of the draft report. The 
complete and final report by April 15, 2022 with reference to it 
in the STAR, is possible. Some data tables and executive 
summaries by April 1st. 173 complete discrete survey responses 
and 149 partially completed for a total of 322 responses. Not 
tribes but individuals. Most important question was whether 
tribes have a formal AQ program, conduct AQ activities, and 
do they have full-time or part-time staff. Were able to capture a 
number of tribes that had neither an AQ program or funding for 
it. 49% do not currently have that. Another question was the 
estimate of how much your tribe would require annually to 
operate an AQ program. The percentages from the data give the 
range of $100,000 – $124,999. Will come back next month to 
talk about the stratification of the data.  

Between now and April we will be sending samples of the data 
tables, samples of the summation of the qualitative responses 
and how we will structure it. There’s a 2.0 phase to this and 
how to put that policy portion to it.  

The 2022 timeline is structured to EC meetings to have regular 
communication. We will be in contact with NTAA, and write 
the report and have a draft sent out by March 1st with feedback 
from the EC by March 10th. With a hard deadline of April 15th.  



We expect we want to stratify the data by region. For example, 
Alaska you have a 24% response rate. Then absolutely. But in 
region 4 you may only have a 12% response rate, not as robust 
and not significant. Nationally, when data is aggregated in all 
the regions, you will have statistically significant results. Every 
survey tool is flawed because you can never have that one-to-
one communication. No reason why you can’t use interns to do 
follow up interviews and focus groups and do a deep dive on 
one or two questions.  

2. EC Update videos 

R10 Primary is now on task to complete the video update.  
 

B. Work Group Updates 

1. IAQ 

Call with Secody Hubbard discussed getting the IAQ resource 
directory out by NTFAQ. They had reiterations, graphics, and photos. 
The EPA process is delayed but still going.  

2. Wood Smoke 

NTAA PAC member Laura is in the process of creating a short 
whitepaper. Next call on January 20th.  

3. Mobile Sources  

EPA has been giving updates and there is a proposed rule out (not in 
federal register yet) on PM for commercial airplanes. The school bus 
rebate program; more to come, this is tied to the infrastructure money. 

4. NTFAQ  

Want to get started on the work groups; requests were sent out.  

No firm decision on having an in person meeting yet. The contract 
with Muscogee says it is happening but keeping an eye on covid as 
well. Also planning contingencies for having virtual options as well. 
We’re moving forward trying to gather presentations, the deadline is 
January 15th. Meeting on Wednesday with the planning committee 
with some expected questions related to covid.  



Next Planning Call on January 12th 

b. Review of NTFAQ Work Groups 

None at this time.  

5. NTAA Alaska Work Group 

a. Next Call: January 26th  

b. Review of AK WG Web page 

Received an e-mail list of the Alaska folks and they have been 
in contact with the workgroup. Mary Mow left NTHAC so the 
list will help keep things moving.  

6. STAR Work Group:  

First Meeting on January 13th. The BNA will be a big part of 
that. asked Laura McKelvey if she can help with the STAR 
since Joy Wiecks has left the NTAA EC.  

 

4. NTAA STAFF UPDATES 

A. NTAA Staff Updates 

B. Website Updates  

C. Review of NTAA Action Item Matrix 

Andy sent the matrix out so EC review it and see if anything needs to be 
addressed.  

5. REGIONAL AND OTHER UPDATES (If needed) 

A. CAAAC 

B. Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center 

Call for nominations for the 2022 Virgil Masayesva Award. Selection will 
be made in the spring meeting. Two positions for the TAMS SC are open at 
the end of September 2022.  

C. National Tribal Caucus (NTC) 

D. ITEP 



E. National Radon Action Plan 

F. NACAA 

G. Moms Clean Air Force 

H. EDF  

I. Regional Updates 

Next scheduled call will be February 14th 
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