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NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
April 11th, 2022 
  

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 
           
Region 
1 Marvin Cling X   

Region 
6 

Craig 
Kreman   

Region 
9 

Syndi 
Smallwood X 

        Maxine Paul     Leonard Bruce X 
Region 
2 

Angela 
Benedict X             

  Steve Smith    
Region 
7 Billie Toledo X  

Region 
10 Lucas Bair X 

Region 
4 Scott Hansen X     Kelly Schott X    Caleb Minthorn X 

  Tiffany Lozada X            
Region 
5 Brandy Toft X   

Region 
8 

Randy 
Ashley X  Alaska 

Rosalie 
Kalistook X 

        
Janice 
Archuleta X     

 
EPA Representatives and 
others  

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 
Representatives  

Ex-Officio Members / 
Others 

Pat Childers 
OAR X  

NTAA Project Director 

Bessler 
X 

 
Ann Marie 
Chischilly, ITEP  

    
Mariah Ashley X 

 
Chris Lee  
TAMS Center  

 
   

Ryan Tsingine  
X  

Hayden Hardie, 
TAMS Center    

    Mehrdad Khatibi X 
 

 
  

X = present on the call 
NTAA EC Standing Monthly Call 



 

2 
 

Monday, April 11th, 2022 
10 am AK / 2 pm ET 

 
1. NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  
 

A. Invocation  
 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff. EC Quorum reached. 
 

C. Approval of Associate/Principle Member Applications  
i. Discussion of future meeting agendas 

Officers met with NTAA Project Director last Friday to address tabled information. 
Decided that they would have a longer meeting today. All pending items below have 
changed this meeting’s agenda. Motion to approve the agenda, Region 7 Alternate. 
Second by Region 1 Alternate. 
 
No abstentions, no dissension. Motion passes. Agenda approved.  
 

D. Approval of Minutes 
a. December 13, 2021 
b. January 10, 2022 
c. February 14, 2022 
d. February 28 – March 3, 2022, EPA Leadership Meeting 
e. March 14, 2022 
 
Motion to table the minutes on the agenda to be completed, R2 Primary Rep. Second 
by R4 Primary Rep. Call for the question, none. No abstentions, no dissension. 
Motion passes to table the minutes that are on the agenda that need to be completed. 

 
E. Approval of Associate/Principal Members Applications 

i. Ottawa Tribe – Principal Member Application 
NTAA Chairwoman: This would make our 155-member tribe, this application came 
to us complete. Tabitha Langston would be our contact, this was sent to the EC. Any 
questions on the application? (None) 
 
Motion to accept the Ottawa Principal Member application, R2 Primary Rep. Second 
by R5 Primary Rep. Call for the question, none. No abstentions, no dissension. 
Motion passes.  
 

ii. Lisa Gover – Associate Member Application 
NTAA Chairwoman: This application came to us complete. She is a policy advisor 
for Region 9. 
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Motion to accept Lisa Gover as an Associate Member of the NTAA, R10 Alternate 
Rep. Second by R8 Primary Rep. Call for the question, none. No abstentions, no 
dissension. Motion passes.  
 

iii. Staff Update on Pending Applications 
NTAA Project Director: have two other applications, not work for tribes but trying 
to clarify if they are applying as a member of their tribe or an individual. Emailed 
them a week and a half ago but has yet to hear anything. 
 

iv. List for Associate Members 
NTAA Chairwoman: we do not have a place on the website with the list of associate 
members, so we just need to make a place for that on the website and that it should 
follow the primary members. We have the tribal consortia, but can we change that 
to…. 
 
R8 Alternate Rep: That seems like a simple solution. 
 
NTAA Chairwoman: taking this as a consensus to change the title to associate. How 
many do we have (5).  
 
NTAA Project Director: previously had checked in with the previous NTAA Chair 
and he did not really want to keep track of associate members, but glad we are doing 
this. 
 

F. NTAA Budget Summary 
i. NTAA Project Director: We produce quarterly budget reports as a requirement to 

EPA. Copied the EC on this. Showed a recent budget summary. Not going to do 
much because the expenses for NTF will be calculated in our budget in June. As a 
reminder we close this grant in September. We are looking at this budget and seeing 
how we can close it out by Sept 30th. Honestly since they sent the airfare, not sure if 
we will have much money leftover but we got a lot of sponsorship for NTF. 20k. We 
do have a surplus, in the black instead of the red and we are managing for that and 
will have a much better report in June or July as we close out the grant. 

 
R5 Primary Rep: Your plan is good, NTAA Project Director, because NTF is going 
to be expensive.  

 
G. Approval of NTAA Banner and Table cover 

i. NTAA Project Director: to update our in-person outreach materials, we have not in 
many years, we needed to fix these. NTAA Community Program Coordinator 
proposed new graphics. It is a tablecloth that covers the front and a large retractable 
banner.  
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R5 Primary Rep: couple concerns, looking at this like the banner than the tablecloth. 
Really like the concept of the banner but concerns that we are cutting off AK and 
cutting off Maine. Graphically that is cool but if I saw that I was cute off that does 
not feel inclusive.  
 
NTAA Community Program Coordinator: this is doable, can shrink the graphic 
easily.  
 
R5 Primary Rep: can ungroup the logo. Trying to figure out which space alien is 
leaving the ribbons in the air. It is distracting and they do not jive with me. I do not 
get the concept. 
 
NTAA Project Director: tried to colorize the logo to make the logo red and blacken 
the lettering to contrast more… 
 
R8 Primary Rep: I thought the lines are a good trajectory analysis.  
 
R5 Primary Rep: why are you putting contrails on your banners?  
 
R10 Alternate Rep: I like the eagle image across the U.S. that is nice 
 
R2 Primary Rep: agrees with R5 Primary Rep and the fact that AK and Maine are 
not included. In the banner, put the NTAA in the blue sky. I do not like the fact of 
putting the NTAA in red. Sometimes when you take pictures it looks weird. But 
sometimes red on backgrounds does not look great. Outline in red or brown. But I do 
not like contrails.  

 
H. Preparations for the NTAA Annual Meeting 

i. Review of draft STAR 
NTAA Project Director: sent to EC NTAA PAC Member Laura McKelvey’s latest 
draft. As a reminder we do not have a deadline for publication of the STAR. Going 
to see if we can get it moving in a direction that works for everyone and hopefully 
get approval with a timeline. Some of the numbers are screwed up and so is the table 
of contents. It is looking good but do urge people to look at it and Laura is still 
drafting and integrating numbers from the BNA. 

 
NTAA Chairwoman: once it gets more complete, we can see if it has more of what 
we need. Have not been able to look at it yet. Nice to see the charts and graphs, so it 
does have a lot of BNA stuff in the doc. Would suggest started reviewing it and 
seeing what Laura wrote in it.  

 
ii. Review of draft BNA report/presentation 
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NTAA Project Director: This has been multiple cycles we have gone through with 
Gillian and Sydney, asked them to clean things up. So far Bill and EC members have 
provided edits. Am hoping this week will take a closer look and provide some 
tracked changes to send to him, hopefully by the end of the week I can get approval. 
If there is no objection from EC members, we share this with member tribes as a 
peer review and have it completed by April 25th and ready for release by May 2nd. 
We do have the key findings that would be a one pager infographic. We also need to 
prepare a presentation for the closing plenary that can also be used for other future 
presentations and conferences. It is important to go through this week to have all the 
facts squared and we take that and build out the presentation and a news release. 
Hopefully by week’s end the EC can look at this and make edits with any concerns 
or objections. Next week will send to member tribes to send edits and/or concerns 
and after that we prepare a final. I would write this out for folks to have in their 
calendars.  

 
iii. Review of NTAA Annual Meeting Agenda 

NTAA Project Director: The NTFAQ website has been updated with the new 
agenda. On this page we are going to have a button to virtually join the meeting. You 
will be able to click to join the meeting.  
 
R5 Primary Rep: because this is a hybrid just making sure there is no problem with 
showing the videos. Make them aware that we are showing a video and work out the 
kinks.  
 
NTAA Project Director: We have soundchecks for all these sessions and are working 
with the casino IT people. We will do a run-through.  
 
R5 Primary Rep: we are not talking about the STAR in here it has been pushed back. 
But we are talking about high points of the BNA and will have a 45-minute session 
to highlight the findings.  
 
NTAA Project Director: This time on May 3rd at 11:45 is when we release the BNA 
final report and a news release. Assuming that the welcome remarks and closing are 
around 5 minutes each, let us agree to that to keep us on target. In terms of 
coordination, this is in ballroom 3 and 4, with a 15-minute break for folks to find 
their way to the bunch. Important to get people in and sitting down to start on time. 
Hoping we can have a quick sit down to start the program. Should be a smooth 
transition but we have a hard stop at 1:15pm for the servers to bus and clean the 
room.  
 

iv. 20th Anniversary Task Force and Video Project 
NTAA Chairwoman: the anniversary party will take place during the annual 
meeting. As you saw on the agenda, we will be doing the videos during the last part, 
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and we are doing a good chunk of time so folks can talk and visit with each other. 
The interviews are happening right now, if you have not made your appointment yet, 
check your email to book a time. If you have pictures to share you can also click the 
link and put it in the Dropbox. 
 
NTAA Chairwoman: found the very first air meeting after the site memo went out in 
CA! Trying to get Doug and others who were there, meetings that were held that led 
to NTAA. All that history plays into how NTAA came to be. 
 

I. NTAA Partnership Engagement 
i. NACAA/ALA/EDF/Moms/WRI/EF/Air Knowledge.gov/Others?   

NTAA Project Director: not much specifically but happy to answer questions. 
Turning out to be more of a poll and keeping up with correspondence that people ask 
for. All of this requires tracking and following up. Wanted to take a minute on how 
EC feels about collaborating with other partners. Pat gets annoyed when talking 
about other orgs. It is unique among partnerships. It is important to keep in 
partnership with EPA offices, but it is also important to maintain partnership with 
others dealing with AQ. Eric from EDF will be at NTF. The strategic benefit of these 
partnerships does help a congressperson to hear from these orgs about NTAA. They 
help echo what NTAA is saying. Some of these groups like ALA are strategically 
changing to work with NTAA. They produce a STAR, and we produce a STAR. Do 
we want to work together on one, but these are questions that can come up? 
 
NTAA Chairwoman: must be ready to answer these questions that we might get 
from Member Tribes.  
 

J. Discussion of NTAA Ex Officio members (please review NTAA bylaws for discussion 
here: https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.206/7vv.611.myftpupload.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/NTAA_bylaws_amended_approved_06.03.20.pdf) 

i. NTAA Chairwoman: as you all know, the amended bylaws were approved in 2020. 
The bylaws were certified, nineteen member tribes included one disapproval and 
eighteen approvals out of some number of member tribes in 2020 that passed these 
bylaws for the changes.  

 
EPA Representatives and others joined the call at 3:00 pm ET  
Joined by: Pat Childers (OAR) and Mehrdad Khatibi (ITEP) for updates. 
 
2. NTAA/EPA Updates (if needed):  

 
A. NTAA Updates (from first hour of call): recap for EPA/ITEP 

 
B. EPA Updates 
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i. Pat Childers: every employee at the EPA is going to become project officers. There 
are so many grants and it takes time to get projects in place. Your POs are having to 
do more work but splitting people thin. Use that info as you will. Tribes have been 
asked to look at GAP Guidance, MPM, etc. Some are important but prioritize and 
figure out which ones are pertinent like GAP. Doing a good OAR consultation plan, 
OITA will produce making sure they are stepping up in a matter that OAQPS has 
done. We do not wait for OITA. In terms of NTFAQ, I put together a ‘Chat with Pat’ 
paralleling the tribal caucus.  

NTAA Project Director: curious if you know when the RFA is expected to be 
released? And the grant total (it is not out yet). 
 
Mehrdad Khatibi: has three items to discuss about NTFAQ  
 

Back to the Tribal Caucus portion of the meeting 
 
3. NTAA Project Tasks and Updates 

 
A. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Resource Kits 

i. NTAA PSD White Paper 
With no objection from the EC, can we email this to Joe Goffman and other EPA 
leadership.  
 
R5 Primary Rep: has already been using this and EPA region five already has a 
copy. No need for a vote, we already approved it.  
 
No objections. 
 

Action Item: NTAA Project Director will email EPA Leadership the NTAA PSD 
White Paper. 
 
ii. EPA Cleaner Trucks PRK 

NTAA Project Director: is in for a public hearing this week. NTAA Chairwoman 
and Bill Aubelre edited this draft. There was a tight review time, so the NTAA 
shifted its time for this Thursday. We do not have a specific time yet, so many 
people want to comment so they added a day. Bill Auberle is drafting a more 
detailed comment letter within the next few weeks as well as a fact sheet. 
 
NTAA Chairwoman: there was a part that mentioned millions of Native Americans 
are breathing unhealthy air, I took that out and want to get specific when we talk 
about numbers. I want to have good stats when we are giving testimony. If we can 
get numbers to add, it would be more impactful. Pat Childers could help answer that 
question to put a better statement in there. Just one thing we would like to see 
happening in our reports. 
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NTAA Project Director: I will scan the BNA and look for some facts on mobile 
transport and add that as a separate line. Add more facts to the testimony since it is 
on Thursday, we have more time and ideally get approval by Thursday morning. 
 

iii. Ozone Transport 
NTAA Project Director: Ian Fisher has resigned his position, so he is no longer an 
active member of the NTAA EC. He did promise a letter but has not seen it yet. I 
will have a draft letter for EC review hopefully later this week.  
 

iv. Staff Recommends comments on EPA National Program Managers Guidance 
NTAA Project Director: including the GAP Guidance, would the EC be interested in 
these new PRKs? 
 
NTAA Project Director: As always EC can review the letters and can object. We are 
moving forward to make sure EPA hears from NTAA.  

 
B. NTAA Staff Updates 

i. Staff Updates 
NTAA Chairwoman: these staff updates should be up in our tribal caucus not down 
here. Most of us are usually on the air policy calls. If there is something new you 
need to tell us 
 
NTAA Community Program Coordinator: Teresa Topete, starting in May and then 
ending in July. 
 
NTAA Project Director: There are no financial burdens of the NTAA, it is all being 
paid for by ITEP. This could alleviate a lot of the work we need to get done as well.  

 
C. Work Group Updates  

i. NTAA Alaska Work Group: Trying to get the AK webpage up, will be in contact 
with Rose sometime this week. 
 

Motion to end the meeting, R7 Alternate Rep. Second by R10 Alternate Rep. No abstentions, no 
dissension. Meeting is adjourned. 
 
 
Next EC Monthly Meeting: May 16, 2022, 2pm EST 
 

 
 


