
 

 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

NTAA EC STANDING MONTHLY MEETING 

November 8th, 2021 
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NTAA EC Standing Monthly Meeting  

Monday, November 8, 2021 

10 am AK, 11 am PT, 12 pm MT, 1 pm CT, 2pm ET 

1. 1. NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  

  

A. Invocation 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff 
1. Welcome new EC Members: Janice Archuleta and Kelly Schott 

2. Well Wishes to Joy Wiecks  

 

C. Approval of Associate/Principal Members Applications 
1. None at this time 

 

D. Update on the NTAA EC Meeting Notes 

 

Region 8 Primary motions to approve September meeting minutes/summary, and virtual 

meeting notes to be posted on the NTAA website. Region 5 Primary seconds the motion. 

No objections, no discussion, and no abstentions. Motion passes.  

 

E. Discussion of NTAA EC Ex-Officio Members 

 

Ex-officio discussion tabled until next EC meeting in December  

 

 

F. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Resource Kits and Policy Products 

1. Methane Rule 

a. Methane Training, Nov. 16-18, 2021  

NTAA Project Director: NTAA and three other groups nationally are planning for 

the upcoming Methane roundtable training regarding the Methane rule released 

last week. Multiday agenda. Asked to be on a 45-minute panel. No EPA 

representatives will be moderating the call. Need help from the EC to determine 

content. VOCs from methane is a possible topic of discussion. Rhonda Wright 

from EPA’s OAQPS is leading that effort. The only conflict with the training is 



 

 

that it conflicts with the California SEP call, hoping an EC member can attend the 

CA SEP call so we have coverage of both of these NTAA events. 

 

The methane roundtable training will consist of two breakout rooms. One for EJ 

groups and communities, and the other group for Tribes. The first two days will 

be EJ groups and Tribes, and the last day will be for small businesses. Unique 

agenda all three days. Is not an exclusive Tribal consultation. National conference 

and we expect >100 attendees. If EC is interested, I will set up a call for talking 

points.  

 
2. CA Tribes Task Force for Mercedes Benz Consent Decree and SEP 

a. CA Tribes Call on Nov. 17th at 1 pm PT conflict with the methane training  

NTAA Project Director: Continue refining the SEP template process.  

 

R9 Primary: We are engaged in the SEP CARB process. The annual conference 

there was a lot of interest in the PRK. Interested in getting Tribes to apply.  

 

3. Ozone/PM Modelling Guidance PRK 

 

NTAA Project Director: Template letters sent out. November 19th comment period will 

end.  

 

4. EPA Strategic Plan 

 

NTAA Project Director: Comments due at the end of this week on the 12th. Template 

letter sent out last week. Gives people at least two weeks if they choose to comment. 

NTAA will be submitting a comment letter on the 12th.    

 

5. Other Policy issues EC members wish to address 

 

None at this time.  

 

NTAA Project Director: With two new EC members, wanted to mention that EC 

Primaries and Alternates can suggest policies that they want the EC to address.  

  

EPA Representatives and others will join the call at 3:00 pm ET 

 

Chuck Buckler, Shannon Isaacs, Carol Kriebs, Chris Lee, Vallen Cook, Pat Childers, Tina Ndoh, 

Kayla Krauss, and Jessie Mroz  

  

2. EPA UPDATES 

  

Pat Childers: Recognize the work done by the regional tacs and NTAA for reaching out 

to Tribes about the ARP direct funding. Long list of potential monitoring projects. Many 

of these will be considered for the direct ARP funding. ARP funding for the competitive 

grant will be coming out soon. Some slight differences between the ARP direct funding 



 

 

and ARP competitive funding. NTAA should focus on those differences to ensure Tribes 

are considered there.  

 

The TAMS, NTC, and NTAA letter made a difference. Because of that TAMS to be 

considered for funding and can put in a request like a region. The strategic plan meetings 

are in swing. Use to be considered as consultations, but as the calls went forward Tribe’s 

expressed concern of the term “consultation”. Now just considered updates. One 

comment out of the climate discussion on the strategic plan was from the Alaska Native 

Villages was the P in EPA stands for protection. Making sure that EPA adapts to climate 

change. OAR is working on a lot of rules on climate precursors.  

  

OITA noted that OAQPS, OAR, and NTAA are working together working on the 

regulatory calendar. Methane rule is out now. NTAA should focus on the ongoing effort 

with OITA on the national effort with GAP. Looking at consultation practices and 

requirements within all departments of the EPA. OAR and other departments of the 

agency consult directly with Tribes, but rarely at an administrative level. Not required by 

executive order but do it anyway. OTAQ and OAP following OAR’s approach. At the 

OAR level, if every consultation went before the AA or Administrator could delay/stop 

other consultations. Would like feedback about the OAR consultation procedures, 

because OAR is working with OITA on consultation practices.   

 

Working internally with region 10, OITA, and OAQPS on how EPA is doing the direct 

implementation. This is how EPA implements programs in Indian Country. Should be 

hearing about this process agency wide in the coming months.  

 

GAP guidance is going to be changing and Direct Implementation (DI) is going to be 

moving forward. Should be hearing about in the coming months as well. Comes into play 

nationwide. Mainly Oklahoma because of McGirt and who is implementing what and 

where.   

 

Tina Ndoh: Oil and gas announcement. Methane rule signed last week. Getting ready for 

post proposal outreach and engagement. Engagement sessions will happen next week 

Nov. 16, 17, and 18th. The 16th and 17th sessions will focus on EJ communities and Tribes 

with the third day focused on small businesses. Wanted a session focused on a high-level 

information session on what is in the proposal. Effective commenting training at the end 

of the session on the 18th. No EPA staff will not be on this portion of the engagement 

sessions.  

 

Recently had the Ozone transport pre-proposal outreach webinar. Focus was to get 

feedback in advance, so the rule writers ensure that Tribal considerations are a part of the 

rule writing process. Will update the group as things progress. Requests for consultation 

on the oil and gas rule will be going out soon stay tuned.  

 

Action Items: Provide feedback to EPA about OAR consultation procedures, because OAR 

is working with OITA on consultation practices.   

 



 

 

3. NTAA PROJECT TASKS AND UPDATES 

A. Upcoming NTAA Events 

1. Discussion of next NTAA EC meetings 

          a. Next Policy Call on Dec. 9.  

 

NTAA Project Director: Next EC call will be the 13th December with a 

2pm ET start time.  

 

          b. 2022 Calendar 

NTAA Project Director: Ryan is working on updating the 2022 

calendar and will have that for review by the next EC meeting. 

Planning on an in-person 2022 NTFAQ in the first week of May.   

Need to figure out if we will have an in-person meeting or stick 

with virtual for the next EC meeting. Will send out a 2022 calendar 

and see at proposed in-person meetings.  

 

B. Update on NTAA Work Plan Tasks 

1. Baseline Needs Assessment (BNA) 

 

NTAA Project Director: 161 completed. 220 submissions. December 31st is 

the extended deadline. Postcards were mailed out to Tribe’s inviting them to 

partake in the BNA.  

 

2. EC Update videos 

 

NTAA Project Director: Region 9 is up next and Mariah will reach out to the 

R9 representatives.  

 

R2 Primary: Any feedback on the videos. Has anyone reached out to NTAA 

giving feedback on why NTAA is doing these monthly videos?  

 

Pat Childers: EPA staff has given feedback and find them helpful of what 

NTAA is doing.  

 

C. Work Group Updates 

1. IAQ 

Pat Childers: Will get back to you on the resource directory and the 

progress of it. Should be almost done.  

 

2. Wood Smoke 

          a. White Paper and fact sheet 

 

R10 Alternate: White paper is finished. Just looking for last minute 

comments. We do have an infographic that is finished as well (Woodstove 

Use & Safety). Next call will be on December 18th and is open to anyone 



 

 

to participate or listen in. Mariah working on getting these two resources 

posted on the website.  

 

3. Mobile Sources 

          a. EV Noire 

 

Ryan Tsingine: R2 and R6 Reps will be presenting at the EV Noire panel 

next week.  

 

          b. Energy Foundation 

Ryan Tsingine: Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) and Energy 

Foundation (EF) have been interested in the work of the MSWG and 

sounds like they may be offering a funding opportunity for Tribes.  

 

4. National Tribal Forum on Air Quality (NTFAQ) 

NTAA Project Director: First planning calls on Nov. 10 at 11am PT. 

Getting final draft for a save the date notice for EC to review. Still 

figuring out if we should do in-person or virtual. Will help inform the 

decision-making process. We still have hotel accommodations. On the call 

we will go over the different workgroups, the call for proposals, and how 

to present them. Need to reach a decision about confirming in-person, 

virtual, or hybrid.  

 

5. Proposed NTAA Alaska Work Group 

 
a. EC Review and Approval 

 

NTAA Project Director: The creation of an AK workgroup was tabled until we 

have new AK representatives. Now we do. Want to bring this back in the agenda 

and see how we will move forward. NTAA wants to learn how to provide more 

support for Alaska with this workgroup.  

 

AK Alternate: Support the creation of an Alaska workgroup since Alaska is so 

vast and certain environmental issues are different depending on location.  

 

Kayla Krauss: There is a group that meets quarterly that is called Alaska Tribal 

Air Workgroup (ATAW). Lead by Rosalie (AK. Primary) and Shannon (AK 

Alternate.). Similar to NTAA workgroups but can benefit from being formalized. 

Support the idea.  

 

b. Monitoring in AK 

NTAA Project Director: AK has three monitoring stations for regulatory 

data. A lot of gaps and with the ARP funding coming out Tribes can get 

together and put together a monitoring network as an example of what the 

workgroup can do. NTAA would help AK with logistics. Interesting 



 

 

because it is hard to get a contact list for Alaska for the continued sharing 

of information or whatever may come up. Like the ARP monitoring funds.  

 

R1 Alternate: Worried about the Tribe’s trying to start a new monitoring 

program. Previous years we had technical support for our AQ program, 

but recently our contact has been, for the most part, absent. Pamela 

McIntyre was the main contractor and point of contact for AQS. Troubling 

because as money starts to flow Tribe’s will start to submit proposals, but 

don’t realize there is little to no support. Now, we are asked to contact our 

regional representatives, but that has proved a dead end. The regional 

contact notified the State of Maine of our problem and was told that is a 

Tribal issue, not ours. This is a roadblock for Tribe’s trying to setup an 

AQ monitoring.    

 

AK Primary Motions to create NTAA/Alaska workgroup. Seconded by 

Region 1 Alternate. No discussion, No objections, No abstentions. Motion 

passes.  

  

4. NTAA STAFF UPDATES: Tabled 

A. NTAA Staff Updates 

B. Website Updates 

C. Review of NTAA Action Item Matrix 

  

5. REGIONAL AND OTHER UPDATES (If needed) 

A. Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center 

 

Vallen Cook: Met last month for our annual meeting. Still have one open spot on TAMS 

SC. Would like someone from Region’s 1,2, 3, or 4 or someone that is an alternate on 

NTAA’s EC. Self-nomination can happen. Anybody at TAMs Mike King or Chris Lee 

about AQS/technical assistance. We have workgroups available and if anyone from 

NTAA wants to be involved contact me or Chris Lee.  

 

Chris Lee: Specifically, for AQS support we did draft a letter to OAQPS on their efforts 

about the support issue. One on one support will happen in the regions, which has been 

an issue. TAMS does have some videos for AQS support for Tribe’s. The comments will 

be forwarded to OAQPS for better support.  

 

End of meeting. 

 

Next NTAA EC call will take place on December 13, 2021.  

 

4/25/2022 


