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MEETING MINUTES 

NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING 

August 10th, 2020 

  

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 

           
Region 

1 Bill Thompson    

Region 

6 

Craig 

Kreman X  

Region 

9 

Wilfred J. 

Nabahe  

  Marvin Cling X     

Cherylin 

Atcitty      John C. Parada  

Region 

2 

Angela 

Benedict X             

  Steve Smith    

Region 

7 Billie Toledo X  

Region 

10 Carol Kriebs X 

Region 

4 Scott Hansen X     

Allison 

Gienapp X    Lucas Bair X 

  Tiffany Lozada             

      

Region 

8 

Randy 

Ashley X  Alaska Ann Wyatt X 

Region 

5 Brandy Toft X     

Linda Weeks 

Reddoor    

Maranda 

Hamme  

  Joy Wiecks X                 

 

EPA Representatives and 

others  

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 

Representatives  

Ex-Officio Members / 

Others 

Pat Childers 
OAR X  

Andy Bessler X 
 

Ann Marie 

Chischilly, ITEP  
Laura 

McKelvey OAQPS X  
Dara Marks Marino X 

 

Chris Lee  

TAMS Center  

James Payne 
OAQPS X  

Mariah Ashley X 

 

Jessie Mroz, 

OTAQ  

 

Ernie Grooms 

IAQ 

interim 

lead   

 

Mark Daniels, ITEP 
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Sara Terry 
OAQPS X  

Mehrdad Khatibi 
X 

   

X = present on the call 

 

 

NTAA Action Items Generated During This Call 

 

ACTION ITEMS RESPONSIBLE 

PARTY 

DUE DATE 

Action Item 1: NTAA Project Director will speak with 

James Parsons: make sure he knows Choctaw is already a 

Member Tribe, and uncover why he is applying 

separately. Let him know EC is not on board with him 

joining separately, unless he wants to just represent 

himself and not the Tribe. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

9/1/2020 

Action Item 2: Adjust the application form to clarify: 

Individual Name, not “Name/Org”. Fix the boxes so text fits 

in well. 

 

NTAA Program 

Coordinator 

 

9/1/2020 

Action Item 3: Check with Pat on dates for EC “in-person” 

meeting; put together rough draft agenda. Work with R5 

Primary Rep and get feedback. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

9/15/2020 

Action Item 4: Get memo from Bill Auberle about tone of 

comment letters; put onto agenda for next month. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

9/15/2020 

Action Item 5: Send out doodle poll for Peter Tsirigotis 

meeting. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

9/1/20 
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 NTAA EC Standing Monthly Call 

Monday, August 10, 2020 

10 am AK / 2 pm ET 

 

1. NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  

 

A. Invocation 

 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff. EC Quorum reached. 

 

C. Approval of the June NTAA EC Meeting Notes 

i. Motion to approve meeting minutes, R10 Primary Rep. Second by R1 Alternate Rep. 

Abstentions: R7 Primary Rep. and R7 Alternate Rep. Minutes approved. 

ii. Motion to approve mmetin summary, R10 Primary Rep. Second by R5 Alternate 

Rep. Abstentions: R7 Primary Rep. and R7 Alternate Rep. Summary approved. 
 

D. Approval of Associate Member Application forms  

i. Tribal Relations Specialist for the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest. R10 Primary 

Rep motion to approve, R1 Alternate Rep second. Consensus to approve. 

ii. R8 Primary Rep move to table until we learn more from the applicant. R10 Primary 

Rep seconds. Consensus.  

EC members discussed membership. It is good to recognize that not all appications 

will be accepted. Be cautious about motivation for joining. 

 

Action Item: NTAA Project Director will speak with James Parsons: make sure he 

knows Choctaw is already a Member Tribe, and uncover why he is applying 

separately. Let him know EC is not on board with him joining separately, unless 

he wants to just represent himself and not the Tribe. 

 

Action Item: Adjust the application form to clarify: Individual Name, not 

“Name/Org”. Fix the boxes so text fits in well. 

 

E. Discussion on next NTAA In-Person Meeting   

i. R5 Primary Rep states we’re not going to be able to meet in person for a long time. 

Let’s do what we can over phone/virtual, create a similar environment as to how it 

would take place in-person. By focusing on the virtual aspect they should be shorter, 

more focused, and over a couple of days.  

R10 primary rep moves to look to late September/early October for summer/fall 

discussion. Need to give enough time for EPA folks to schedule. Ask Pat Childers 

what would be good dates for them, and if we can do video to improve face-to-face. 

NTAA Project Director: It’s better to do a meeting before October 1st to satisfy the 

work plan for Year 1.  

R10 Primary Rep: Look at the last 3 weeks of September 14th, 21st, or 28th, with best 

week September 21st. Conduct it over three days (Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
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Thursday), about 3-4 hours/day (such as 1-4pm Central Time). Reserve Friday of 

that week for housekeeping (plan B).   

 

Action item: Check with Pat on dates for EC “in-person” meeting; put together 

rough draft agenda. Work with R5 Primary Rep and get feedback. 

 

F. Discussion of STAR Briefing for Peter Tsirigotis, OAQPS Director  

i. Schedule other EPA office directors for virtual meetings by October 1st.  

NTAA Project Director: Working with Sara Terry to get briefing on STAR for Peter 

Tsirigotis. She will be on today’s call, hopefully can finalize in next hour. Want 

everyone’s input on what to highlight.  

 

G. Discussion of NTAA/NTWC Webinar on McGirt Decision by SCOTUS  

i. R10 Primary Rep: Topic didn’t come to NTAA EC right away, so asking for briefing 

before getting it out to public. Want to have inclusive discussion.  

NTAA Project Director is working with Pilar Thomas with the National Tribal 

Water Council on finding speakers who know the impacts to both air and water 

management, and get a pretty good legal understanding. Full agenda is not created 

yet. Once that is figured out, can present draft agenda to EC. 

 

NTAA Project Director: Timeline is not yet set. Open to accept ideas and 

suggestions, because Pilar is having an issue just finding additional speakers. So, if 

we can get help from R6 Primary Rep, we might be able to figure out dates that work 

for all the speakers, set a tentative time and then really frame the agenda and see if 

that draft works for folks. 

 

H. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Resource Kits 

i. Submitted letter on Friday, August 7th, on Increasing Transparency and Consistency 

in Considering Cost Benefit Analysis. There was a mix-up on the date for comment 

period. We believed it was August 13th, but it was actually August 3rd. We worked 

with R9 Primary Rep on getting letter submitted after the date. However, the Fond 

du Lac’s comments were submitted on time, with all the same points. To make sure 

it doesn’t happen again, in future we will always use a calendar reminder with 

deadline, shared between staff and PAC member on the PRK.  
 

I. Review of Spring Regulatory Agenda 

i. https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaMain 

AK discussed getting exemption from Solid Waste Incineration Units rulemaking. 

Hopefully have more info after AK air call. It isn’t out yet.  

Mobile source issues coming up in Sepember, 1) NOx and 2) Heavy-Duty Trailers. 

Rules NTAA has commented on: ONG for methane - not requiring companies to 

detect leaks, etc.  

ii. Ozone NAAQS Review: The fact sheet is now on the website. NTAA also 

commented back in 2015. R5 Alternate Rep is working on the comment letter. Still 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaMain
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not in the Federal Register; therefore, no deadline for comments yet. Particulate 

NAAQS review had irregularities; same thing here. CASAC review committee was 

disbanded, documents were rushed through, CASAC says they don’t have expertise 

without subcommittees.  

iii. GHG Emissions from Airplanes: aligning with international standards. Not in the 

Federal Register yet. The fact sheet is still being drafted and will send for review and 

will look for Policy Advisor Committee member. California Tribes, mainly in the 

southwest have concerns.  

 

J. Discussion of NTAA Boiler Plate language for future comments 

i. Discussion of Bill Auberle’s comments about tone of NTAA comment letters. He 

worked on PM NAAQS, then wondered if it sounded like it was coming from 

Tribes, or from an attorney, and do we need to change the tone so it sounds more 

like it is coming from Tribes. Template letters are modifiable by Tribes.  

Having legal discussion/verbiage has been benefit. 

Agenda Item: Get memo from Bill Auberle about tone of comment letters; put 

onto agenda for next month. 

 

K. Other Policy issues EC members with to address: None at this time 

 

EPA Representatives and others joined the call at 3:00 pm ET  

Joined by: Pat Childers, Laura McKelvey, Sara Terry, James Payne, and Mehrdad Khatibi 

 

2. NTAA/EPA Updates (if needed):  

 

A. NTAA Updates (from first hour of call) 

i. Shoot for NTAA virtual meeting in September.  

Pat and Sara: will work with you to find times with EPA office directors to meet. 

Aiming for week September 21st. 

Would like to finalize meeting with Peter Tsirigotis: September 1st: 1:00, 2:00, or 

3:00 ET, or September 2nd: 1:00 or 2:00 ET.  

Sara Terry resent email on potential schedule.   

 

Action Item: Send out doodle poll for Peter Tsirigotis meeting. 

 

B. EPA Updates 

i. Working with NTAA on webinars: COVID indoor air quality. No one wants to take 

lead on “this is how you do it” because nobody knows exactly what to do. And field 

workers are returning to work, shared slides which were really good; hoping to get a 

presentation from one of the presenters on specific issues for Tribes. Wasn’t on radar 

screen on how to help Tribes get back to work, but NTAA focusing on it has made 

the ball move.   
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NTAA funding: working for full funding for Year 2. Current funding expenditures is 

behind; hopefully it’s not a big deal, but probably need to show purpose under work 

plan for all existing funding. Ultimately, by year 3, could do a no-cost extension. 

 

EPA also talking about McGirt: implications for both direct and indirect. Make sure 

both parties aware of any differences in interpretation. When have information they 

are more positive on, will share. 

 

In Person: good to know which office to chat with outside of OAR. May be able to 

get on other calendars, move things around. Will work with Andy for agendas and 

topics for each person. Election years: folks leave; likely past that date for politics 

leaving. Likely have same people in September that we have now, but no guarantees. 

 

Received letter on Transparency; they are working on incorporating, and are being 

understanding. 

 

OAQPS: proposal signed today. Start getting comments together, particularly Tribes 

in the Alaska region: open burning, burn barrels. If you want consultation ask now. 

Rule applies to burning anything other than industrial incinerator; broad reaching, 

covers a lot of different types of sources. This is on agenda for the Alaska air call.  

 

EJ grants going out for IAQ; broader than Tribal announcement, just went out this 

morning.  
 

3. NTAA Project Tasks and Updates 

A. Discussion of NTAA Work Plan Tasks and Budget for Remainder of the Fiscal Year 

ending on September 30, 2020 

i. Due to disruptions, we have not spent as much money as was in original work plan. 

Projected out to September 30th of what we expect to spend; anticipate overage of 

$100,000 for first year. Good opportunity to do work that will help Tribes with Air 

Quality. Will be taking some unused funds to pay for contract work. Would like to 

look at what else we can do with overage. Would like to work with EC members 

who have ideas of what we can do within work plan.  

 

Possible ideas: outreach to tribes with water TAS, steps to then get air TAS; additive 

things that help tribes understand AQ policy; recommendations from STAR such as 

needs assessment. 

 

Discussed putting together work group to figure out what can be done within 

confines of work plan, get EC approval, then implement.  

 

Last time we got together to do strategic thinking was at RTP a couple years ago; 

recognizing world is shifting, might want work group to think about tribal air 

priorities for next 5 years. See how much has changed since last time, and how much 

we have moved the needle; then think about pushing boundaries.  
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Flesh out ideas in STAR: what in detail would more support for Alaska look like? 

What would a needs assessment look like? IAQ?  

 

Requst volunteers for work group, respond via chat box and NTAA Project Director 

will set up a call. Also put as agenda item for next EC call.  

 

B. Work Group Updates: 

i. IAQ: Discussion of Webinar Series. Working group of planners for series on 

reopening Tribal offices after the pandemic. Information changes rapidly. Ernie 

Grooms is still serving as the Work Group lead and is doing a great job. Planning 

calls almost every Tuesday. Second webinar related to best practices is in the work 

place. Reached out to Chickasaw Nation, and a doctor on how COVID travels in an 

indoor environment. Should have second webinar scheduled soon. 

 

The first IAQ webinar had >150 people, and went well. Help disseminate to Tribes 

and regions: radon group for nation (CRCPD) is putting out small mini-grant for 

radon work; Tribes as equal opportunity. Caveat is you can’t have a SIRG grant. 

Small grants to get test kits, continuous monitor. Deadline is coming up. 

 

ii. Wood Smoke: NTAA Program Coordinaor will now staff this work group. There is a 

wood stove work group through EPA: state, local, EPA folks following up on wood 

stove gathering. 

 

iii. Mobile Sources: Great presentations from California Air Resource Board, Tony 

Brazil presented on electrification of trucks and buses. Exciting because it’s gaining 

momentum for other states to do the same and pushing for these regualtions as well.  

 

4. NTAA Staff Updates 

A. Website Updates 

i. We’re looking to developing a mobile application for phones, so folks can have an 

NTAA presence on their phone. We’re working on getting a proposal put together. 

In addition, we’re looking at revisions to the Weekly Update to look more 

presentable, graphically. Instead of a PDF document, you’ll have an email with no 

attachments but only links to our website.  

 

B. Review of NTAA Action Item Matrix: This was sent out.   

 

5. Regional and Other Updates (postponed until next time) 

A. Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center 

B. National Tribal Caucus (NTC) 

C. CAAAC 

D. ITEP VW Settlement Technical Assistance Program 

E. National Radon Action Plan 
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F. AAPCA and NACAA 

G. Regional Updates 

Next scheduled call is September 14, 2pm ET. 

 

 

NTAA Secretary approves 09/14/2020  

          Carol Kriebs 
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