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Introduction 
This document considers options for the Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center’s Air 
Toxics Monitoring Program and provides recommendations for implementation and operation. 
This strategy was developed with several objectives in mind: 
 

• To be responsive to tribal programs who have identified Air Toxic(s) Monitoring Projects 
as a priority, 

• Identify how tribal programs can access air toxics monitoring support, 
• Provide the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) and the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) recommendation and guidance on how to 
address tribal air toxics support as identified by the Tribes, 

• Define priority areas of support that the TAMS Center could offer and/or facilitate, and 
• Prioritize the use of existing TAMS/USEPA air toxics monitoring resources and identify 

needed resources. 
 
Background-TAMS Center 
The TAMS Center was formed in 2000 through a cooperative agreement between the USEPA, 
Northern Arizona University and Tribal Air Programs across the nation with the mission of 
developing capacity to assess, understand, and prevent environmental impacts that adversely 
affect health, culture, and natural resources in Indian Country.  Assisting Tribes with monitoring 
has always been an integral component of the TAMS Center mission. 
 
In 2008, the USEPA developed an initiative to implement former Administrator Lisa Jackson’s 
commitment to assess potentially elevated air toxics levels at some of our nation’s schools. The 
plan included an initial phase of ambient air monitoring efforts at sixty-two priority schools for an 
initial 60 to 90 day monitoring episodes. This monitoring targeted the site-specific pollutants of 
particular interest. The priority school monitoring candidate list was initially developed using 
results from the USA Today analysis (which is based on USEPA’s Risk Screening 
Environmental Indicators Model and 2005 Toxics Release Inventory), EPA’s 2002 National Air 
Toxics Assessment (NATA), and subsequently refined using additional relevant information 
provided by local and state air quality agencies. 
 
In 2009, the USEPA recognized the absences of tribal schools on the priority list.  They 
determined that tribal schools were not included due to the fact data relevant to Tribes had not 
been included in the national databases such as the Toxics Release Inventory or the 2002 
NATA.  This is primarily due to the fact that Tribes are and were developing program capabilities 
and capacities to address various environmental impacts. 
 
In 2009, two tribes, the Southern Ute Indian Tribe and the Nez Pierce Tribe, began assessing 
air quality of their tribal schools for air toxics pollutants and completed 13 weeks of data 
collection.  In 2010, the USEPA Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards transferred all 
school air toxics equipment to the TAMS Center, to officially house the instruments and provide 
assistance for the Tribal School Air Toxics Monitoring Initiative.   
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Problem Statement 
Nationally, tribes are in need of support with regards to air toxics monitoring. However, the 
funding resources for the Tribal School Air Toxics Monitoring Initiative have been depleted. 
Without funding, tribes are unable to adequately utilize the air toxics monitoring equipment loan 
program through the TAMS Center. The TAMS Center does not possess the funding to provide 
the specialized laboratory analyses for the tribal air toxics monitoring projects. Future funding is 
needed to support the air toxics monitoring initiatives.  
 
Current Status 
The TAMS Center collaboration on the USEPA side of the partnership receives a base funding 
for operations and equipment management.  The air toxics monitoring equipment remains at the 
TAMS Center and is available for loan as part of the equipment loan program.  The National 
School Air Toxics Monitoring Quality Assurance Project Plan and Standard Operating 
Procedures also remain available for guidance on developing an initial sampling project and for 
providing direction on the use of monitoring equipment.   
 
Tribal Air Toxics Recommendations 
In order to address future air toxics monitoring support requests, the TAMS Center is proposing 
the following strategies: 
 

1. Review future requests on a case-by-case basis; allocate equipment and analysis based 
on available resources utilizing guidance from the tribal school air toxics monitoring 
program.  

2. The TAMS Center will pursue funding from USEPA on an annual basis to support four 
(4) 60-90 day air toxics sampling projects.  

3. The TAMS Center will coordinate with USEPA regional offices once an inquiry for an air 
toxics project is received by Center staff to potentially secure regional funding for the 
laboratory analysis.  

4. The TAMS Center will seek to develop a long-term funding source for the air toxics 
program to meet the needs of tribes.  Enough funding should be budgeted to cover 
equipment maintenance & replacement, sample analysis and data interpretation. 

5. Provide outreach to tribes that the TAMS Center has three complete sets of air toxics 
monitoring equipment available for loan.   

6. Include a query to tribes concerning air toxics monitoring support needs in the TAMS 
Center Technical Services Needs Assessment which is updated every five years. 

7. Depending on tribal demand, the ITEP-TAMS will develop a course offered through the 
ITEP AIAQTP cooperative agreement focusing specifically on air toxics monitoring. 

8. Explore ways to partner with the Office of Transportation and Air Quality and the Office 
of Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS) to address the air toxics monitoring 
needs in Indian Country. 

9. Develop funding opportunities for tribal air toxics programs and projects above and 
beyond regional allocations for tribal Clean Air Act 103, 105 and General Assistance 
Program grants. This may be a tribal set aside in the Community-Scale Ambient Air 
Toxics Monitoring Grant as recommended by the Urban Air Toxics Workgroup (Urban 
Air Toxics Workgroup, 2015). 

10. Explore the use of air toxics sensor technology as a screening tool to determine if a 
problem exists. See the TAMS SC Sensor Technology Guidance Paper (in 
development) for more details concerning this recommendation. 

11. Develop and/or utilize summary risk maps (e.g., National Air Toxics Assessment, 
Environmental Justice (EJ) Screen, etc.) to help determine and evaluate the threat of, 
and potential need(s) of Tribes to address, air toxics issues within their communities.    
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