
NTAA History –  

Following the promulgation of the Tribal Authority Rule in 1999, federally recognized 

Tribes and Alaskan Native Villages felt the need for a national tribal air quality 

organization which would focus on the policy side of tribal air quality management.  

Assisted by an EPA grant, the National Tribal Environmental Council (NTEC) identifies the 

need for a new Tribal air quality management organization.  In November 2000, the 

National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) did support, through resolution STP-00-

074, “the efforts of NTEC to work with other tribal organizations, the U.S. EPA National 

Tribal Operations Committee, as well as, tribal elected leaders and environmental 

program staff to resolve and define the membership, mission, and governance of the air 

management organization, and to bring the organization into existence.”    

 

In 2001, the EPA Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) initiated a cooperative agreement 

with the National Tribal Environmental Council (NTEC) “to strengthen tribal air programs 

and their abilities, in order to enhance communication and coordination on policy and 

regulatory activities among federally recognized tribes and between OAR and federally 

recognized Indian tribes and Alaska Native Villages.”  This activity is intended to 

strengthen and enhance OAR’s Tribal Program by ensuring that tribes have assistance in 

analyzing and responding to policy and regulatory actions planned or taken by OAR, and 

to ensure that tribal input is provided in a coordinated and comprehensive manner so 

that tribes are properly represented in OAR activities that may affect them. Success in 

this area will strengthen the ability of OAR to address air quality problems nationwide, 

particularly in Indian country, and enhance the effectiveness of tribes in addressing air 

quality concerns as co-regulators and co-implementers of the Clean Air Act (CAA). The 

result was the formation of the National Tribal Air Association (NTAA), an organization 

that increases national coordination among Indian tribes and with OAR in matters 

related to air quality policy and regulatory planning, development and implementation.  

 

During the 2002 NCAI Annual conference Resolution SD-02-20 passed.  This resolution 

showed NCAI “support in principal to the activities, projects and programs of the 

National Tribal Air Association in its endeavors to address and affect tribal air quality 

management issues” and “supports the responsibility of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency to maintain its government to government relationship with tribes as 

well as maintaining its relationship with the National Tribal Air Association I fulfilling its 

mission and goals on behalf of Tribal air quality management.”  In FY2003, NTEC entered 

into a 3 year cooperative agreement with EPA to continue and support the NTAA.  

Currently the NTAA is its final year of a 3 year non-competitive cooperative agreement.  

This cooperative agreement between EPA OAR and NTEC has gone through FY 2007-

2010.  In April 2010, the EPA listed a completive grant application process for the NTAA.  

This process is open till June 4, 2010. 

 

http://ncai.org/ncai/data/resolution/2002Annual/020.pdf


 


