
A NEW TRUST (Joshua 1:7-9) 

7"Above all, be strong and very courageous to carefully observe 
the whole instruction My servant Moses commanded you. Do 
not turn from it to the right or the left, so that you will have 
success wherever you go." 

Using the same tvm verbs as in verse 6, the Lord also charged 
Joshua to be strong and courageous in following His law. The phrase 
"caro...fully observe" translates two verbs in Hebrew. The first verb can 
be rendered as keep or watch. The second verb conveys the idea of do. 
God instructed Joshua to keep and do His whole instruction. With the 
whole instruction the Lord didn't give Joshua. the option of choosing 
to observe some of  His laws while choosing to neglect other laws. 
Neither <lo we have the option of choosing to obey only the parts of 
the B:ible that we find to be easy. convenient, or agreeable to us. God 
expects us to be fully obedient to His entire written revelation. 

8"1his book of :instruction .must not depart from your mouth; 
you are to recite it day and night so that you may carefully 
observe everything wxitten .in it. For then you will prosper 

- -----·

and succeed in whatever you do. 9Haven't I commanded you: 
be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged� for 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 

Joshua's reciting the book of instruction would naturally result in his 
awareness of its content. God wants us to fill our mmd with His Word 
(see Ps. 1:2). When ·we view life through the lens of God's Word, we 
begin to see life as God does. 

The importance of carefully observing this book of instruction can't 
be overstated. The Lord told Joshua that his success would depend on 
his obedience to God's Wmd. The success ofhelie-vers today in serving 
the Lord hinges on our obedience to the Word of the Lord. 

Finally, the Lord told Joshua not to he afraid or discouraged. because 
God promised to be with him in .vhatever he did. 

Our calling and commission may not be the same as Joshua's, but we 
can still trust God and His Word in all areas of our lives. When we 
accept the Lord's commission, trust in His Word, and count on His 
presence, we'll find courage to face whateVer He calls us to do. 

Why is it necessary fur a leader' ro ronstanf:ly be rP..minded of the 
truths round in God's Worrfl Should ronstantly being remi.-id� 
of Gad1s tn..tfhs be any less important for those who aren't 
leaders? Explain. 

___ ....______ 





A Heart Like God's 

Therefore, as God,1; chosen peopl� holy and 

dearly loved� cI.othe you .. rselves with compassion, 

lci:nd'llP� lw:mility, gent1.eness and patience. 

COLOSSIANS 3:12 (N1V) 

EVERY DAY YOU have an opportunity to choose your 

attitude_ When you approach others with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, your 

actions become centered on God's love. Look for ways 

to be a beacon of kindness to someone who needs it. 

Father of Compassion, guide me to be patient
:r 

gentle and 

generous. Shape my heart to he more like Y ou:rs. 

---- - - ----------------------




