
The Value of Your 
Contribution

 

$10-$100
 
BOOK BOOSTER

Fund new books each year for our students, many of which are 
given to the children to keep at the end of the year.

$101-$500
 

STUDENT SUPPORTER
Provide support for up to 24 third grade students 

 
in each school we serve. 

$501-$1,000
 

PROGRAM PROVIDER
Sponsor one of the three innovative components of our Aiming 

Higher program: literacy, personal development, 

 

$1,001-$5,000
 
ACADEMIC ALLY

provide in each school we serve.

$5,001+
 

SCHOOL SPONSOR
Help expand our successful program to more schools and 

students who need our help. 

TO MAKE A DONATION:
Visit: www.coachsams.org

Or send via mail: 
Coach Sam’s Inner Circle Foundation
23715 Mercantile Rd. #217A 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122

PLEASE JOIN 
OUR MISSION
To provide educational support 
to at risk children through a 
combination of literacy, personal 
development, and health and 

develop the whole child.

Contact & follow
216-223-3020   //   www.coachsams.org

23715 Mercantile Rd. #217A, Beachwood, Ohio 44122

       Coach Sam’s Inner Circle Foundation   @CoachSamICF
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2019 NFL Draft Event
Tuesday
April 16, 2019

Save these 2019 dates!

2019 CSICF Golf Outing
Monday
August 5, 2019

*Please note: Dates are subject to change. Please check our 
website and social media pages for updates: www.coachsams.org

HEALTH & FITNESS
related to scholastic achievement. We 
help active children redirect their energy 
into collaborative activities. Students 
are taught how to make healthy choices 
through diet and physical activities. In 

addition, students have the opportunity to participate in 
exciting activities like rowing, golf, and dance.

FAMILY 
ENGAGEMENT
Family engagement occurs when there 
is an on-going and reciprocal partnership 
between families and their children’s 
educational programs. We strongly believe 

that in-school and after-school student success is enhanced 

families. A main focus of our after-school program is to reach 
out, engage, and provide meaningful ways for parents and 
adults to support their children in and out of the classroom. By 
providing our resources, newsletters, and text updates, we share 
our programming with families so that additional learning and 
conversations continue outside of school. 

LITERACY
Third grade is a milestone year when 
third graders take state tests to be 
assessed for fourth grade readiness. 
The children transition from “learning 
to read to reading to learn.” Our 

Aiming Higher program helps at risk students develop 
their reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Aiming 
Higher helps sharpen cognitive skills and prepares students 
for fourth grade academic achievement through the 
following: 

• Reading aloud and reading independently
• Writing in response to reading
• Critical thinking and problem-solving 
• Personalized assistance for 120 minutes per weeks for 28 
   weeks per year 
• Exposure to great literature including over    
   175 classic books 

PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Through our experiential and hands 
on programs, personal development 
helps students connect learning with 
their realities and opportunities. Our 

personal development programs promote health, vitality, 
and social skills as the platform upon which intellectual 

• Connecting children with successful community role   
 models to help realize new opportunities
• Providing contact with high achieving individuals  
• Introducing children to community resources designed   
  
• Fostering social and coping skills



Coach Sam’s BIG MISSION continues, bringing dynamic, 
life changing literacy resources to Cleveland’s children. Our 
mission originated with a big idea, a fearless dream that one 
day OUR CHILDREN CAN SOAR. WHAT DO YOU 
DO WITH AN IDEA?  You work to grow it, protect it, 

see the dream alive throughout our city. Coach Sam’s vision 
started with SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL, the children 
of Cleveland, and our mission continues to grow. Ten years 
ago, Coach Sam Rutigliano told our Aiming Higher students 
that on THE DAY YOU BEGIN to pursue your dream, 

then, and continue to believe, that Coach Sam’s program 
GREAT BIG LIFE. 

By providing literacy resources to at risk children in the 
Cleveland  schools, each RADIANT CHILD in Coach Sam’s 
Aiming Higher Program will receive the critical literacy skills 
to create a promising life. THIS IS IT! Life is a masterpiece, 
and each of our aspiring young scholars, the artist, creating 
his or her moment to soar. Join Coach Sam’s Inner Circle 
Foundation to ensure that all of Cleveland’s children soar.

Books shown above are used in Coach Sam’s Aiming Higher® curriculum 

A letter  
of appeal from our  
Executive Director
Dear Friends,

looking for an Executive Director.  I was immediately struck by its mission 
“to provide educational support to at-risk children.”  At the time, I wasn’t 
actively job searching, but I had been thinking about a position where 

I applied for the position and was called for an interview. After the 

conversations in between. I had the opportunity to meet with key 
stakeholders, board members, and even Coach Sam Rutigliano. It was 
exciting to discover that Coach Sam was not only the namesake, but 
also a driving force within the organization. 

With each meeting and interview, I grew more excited about the 
possibilities this organization held and the great work that we could 

would look a lot like Coach Sam’s Inner Circle Foundation. Thrilled with 
the prospect that I would receive the job, I spent evenings creating new 
curricula, generating ideas for how to reach out to more schools, and 
crafting plans to grow our online, social media, and marketing presence. 
I could see the potential for greatness.

And… I didn’t get the job. I was devastated. In my mind, I had envisioned 
myself as part of the team. Begrudgingly, I went back to work and to my 
“old life”, and I didn’t apply for any more job positions, believing I had 
missed out on the one I really wanted.

Two years later, I received a message on LinkedIn from a board member 

and we caught up and spoke about the organization. I found out that 
Coach Sam’s was again looking for a new Executive Director and that the 
board was eager to grow the organization. The board member asked: 
“Did I still have the same passion for the program and mission? Did I 
want to apply again?”

has been worth the wait! I am humbled and blessed to work with an 

schools four days a week, providing dynamic and relevant lessons for 
the students of Cleveland. As an organization, we have expanded in 
all aspects of our programing and are working with more schools and 
students each year.  

Like all great coaches do, Coach Sam has inspired all of us at CSICF to 

our own unique talent and resources to help those in our community 
who haven’t always been given a fair shot. It is my belief that all of 
Cleveland’s children can succeed. Please join us in support of our mission. 

With deepest gratitude,

Ori Akrish
Executive Director 

Coach Sam’s Inner Circle

Da’Nashia
3rd Grade

Memorial Elementary 

Cameron
3rd Grade 

Robert H. Jamison Elementary

Michael 
3rd Grade

Almira Elementary School

Brooklyn
3rd Grade

Fullerton Elementary

Hailey
3rd Grade 

Davonte
2nd Grade

Marion Sterling Elementary

Si’Myah
2nd Grace 

Christian 
2nd Grade

Case Elementary

COACH SAM’S SCHOOLS 
AIMING HIGHER®


