
Donation renews interest in agriculture
at Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School

by Bob Richards 
Thanks to a donation directed by 

local farmer Ben Topping, students at 
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School now have 
access to FarmBot, a high-tech farming 
machine.

Topping directed a $2,500 America’s 
Farmers Grow Communities donation 
to the Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation. The donation was sponsored 
by the Bayer Fund, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to strengthening 
communities where Bayer customers and 
employees live and work.

The FarmBot is an open source, 
computer numerically controlled (CNC) 
farming machine. It provides a cutting-
edge, hands-on and engaging project for 
students to learn a variety of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 

Thanks to a donation directed by local farmer Ben 
Topping, students at Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School now 
have access to FarmBot, a high-tech farming machine. 
Photo provided by Bob Richards

Final interviews take place for new
school superintendent 

by Amy Haggerty
On March 15 and 16, six candidates 

from various parts of Michigan interviewed 
for the Stockbridge Community Schools 
superintendent position. The new 
superintendent will replace Karl Heidrich, 
Ph.D., who left the district in the fall of 2020, 
and Mr. Bruce Brown, who stepped in as the 
interim superintendent. 

The first-round candidates interviewed at 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School. On Wednesday 
morning, March 17, the hiring committee 
narrowed down the candidates to the following 
three: 
• Mr Stephen Keskes, Ed.S.: Assistant 

Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, Clio Area Schools.
• Mr. Brian Friddle: Superintendent, Webberville Community Schools.
• Dr. Shanna Spickard, Ed.D.: Principal, Milan Area Schools. 

Update: Final interviews took place on the evening of Monday, March 22. The three candidates 
visited individual buildings within the school district before the final hiring decision was made.

The Stockbridge Schools Board of Education voted 7-0 to offer a candidate a contract. Negotiations for 
salary, start date and contract terms are currently underway.

Winds fuel field fire on 
Tophith Road

by Joan Tucker and Agnes 
Geiger

Area firefighters from six 
departments battled a large 
field fire Saturday, March 13, 
along Tophith Road, between 
Parks and Leeke roads, south 
of Stockbridge.

The blaze destroyed more 
than 30 acres, according to 
Stockbridge Fire Chief Russ 
Stowe. No buildings were 
damaged and no one was 
injured.

A grateful community bids 
farewell to Mark Schroeder, retired 
Unadilla Township fire chief

by Judy Williams
With a heavy heart, 

community members said 
a final farewell to Mark 
Schroeder in a memorial 
service held at the Unadilla 
Township Fire Station on 
Sunday, March 28. He had 
always considered the station 
his true home.

Students growing plants in simulated lunar soil with help of FarmBot

(STEM) subjects.
 Students can learn plant and soil science, coding, operation of CNC equipment, electronics and 

hardware engineering, just to scratch the surface of FarmBot's possibilities.
See Farmbot on page 5.

A memorial service for Mark 
Schroeder, former Unadilla 
Township fire chief, was held 
Sunday, March 28.

“The department became his family,” said a somber Linda 
Topping, Unadilla Township clerk. “He saw the department 
through many changes through the years with constantly new 
training and regulations. I truly feel that when he became sick and 
could no longer serve, he was so sad that he kind of gave up.”

The Unadilla Township Fire Department (UTFD) opened its 
doors at noon for two hours of visitation to allow the community 
to pay its last respects to Schroeder. 

A memorial service, conducted by Pastor Dan Miller from the 
Gregory Community Church, followed at 2 p.m. 

See Schroeder on page 5. 

On windy Saturday, March 13, a 
brush fire jumps its boundaries to 
the Malan Waterfowl Production 
Area, a federal property, and 
races down Tophith Road to the 
east. Photo credit Joan Tucker

Firefighters from Stockbridge, Henrietta Township, Leslie, 
Chelsea and Dansville were called to the scene at 3:23 p.m. 
Saturday. The Department of Natural Resources also sent 
personnel.

 A crew of 15 needed almost four hours before the fire was 
brought under control at 7:13 p.m. The wind, with gusts estimated 
at 20 to 25 mph, created difficult conditions for fighting the field 
fire, the chief said.

See Fire on page 5.
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Judy Brune joins SCN board of directors

Newly appointed SCN board member Judy Brune 
stands with son Austin, husband John, and son 
Evan. Photo credit Leah Poole

March 3, Stockbridge 
Community News’ directors 
elected Judy (Young) Brune 
by unanimous vote to a three-
year term on the organization’s 
board of directors. The monthly 
meeting was held virtually due to 
COVID-19. 

Patrice Johnson, president 
and editor in chief, said she was 
pleased to announce Brune’s 
addition. “Judy and I served 
together on the board of the 
Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation, and she’s an 
amazing individual—bright, 
kind, insightful, and high energy. 
She’ll be a valuable contributor 

to our hardworking group of volunteers.” 
SCN Treasurer Judy Williams, who nominated Brune to the position, said, 

“I’m thrilled to have Judy Brune join the Stockbridge Community News team. I 
have had the pleasure of working with her when she was a middle school student, 
and later we served five years together on the SAEF board. Her dynamism and 
dedication radiate to everyone around her.” 

Brune worked in behavior support roles at Stockbridge Community Schools for 
18 years before retiring in 2018. She has lived in the Stockbridge area most of her 
life and grew up on the chain of lakes in Unadilla, working summers in her family’s 
store and marina. After finishing college and beginning her career, Brune returned 
to Stockbridge with husband John to raise their two boys, Evan and Austin. 

“I’m grateful to live in a place filled with so many wonderful people and am 
looking forward to sharing the many good things happening around our community 
and in our schools,” Brune said.

Donna Stephens recounts a remarkable career as first female 
prison corrections officer in Michigan

Donna Stephens displays her 
female prison corrections officer 
uniform. Photo provided 
by Stephens

by Judy Williams
What makes a homemaker and mother of five decide to 

undertake a career as a female corrections officer in a male 
facility? “Why not?” Donna Kathryn Wilson Stephens is likely 
reply. In 1969, when her family was mostly grown, Stephens 
became the Michigan's first female corrections officer.

Stephens was working at the Jackson State Prison (JSP) in 
the Medical Records department when she saw an internal job 
posting for a Woman Correction Officer. “I went through the 
interview process and was the first officer selected,” the white-
haired Stephens stated with a smile. “I was in the right place at 
the right time.”

Husband George, a corrections officer from Cassidy Lake 
Correctional Facility, and her children were proud and supportive 
of her promotion, Stephens said. The kids thought it was 
especially amazing that the prison administration would teach 
their mother to shoot a gun. 

Stephens received the same training as the male corrections 
officers, a combination of self-defense, revolver and rifle 
proficiency, plus rules and regulations for government and 

corrections. Laughing, Stephens stated, “I got to watch a video on how to shoot a machine gun, but I 
never got to shoot one.”

Corrections officers are not allowed to carry firearms inside the bars. Firearms were carried at the 
gate and in the public area inside the prison and turrets. 

 At first, Stephens wasn’t issued a uniform, but eventually the inmates made uniform jackets and 
skirts for the women correction officers. 

See Stephens on page 24.
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SAESA’s emergency medical services save lives, and here’s 
how they manage it (SAESA, Part 2)

SAESA Ambulance Department: Front row, left to right: Irene Wagar, Randy Griffith, Ginny Depew, Kris 
Dingman. Back row, left to right: Jared Kaminski, John Beck, Erik Youngblood, Brent Stowe, Jacob Hudson, 
Heather Valley, Kimberly Lott, Justin Thomas. Not Pictured: Ron Hodder, Mike Biehn, Tamy Braman, Steve Gipe, 
Stacy Mattson and John Waters. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Below is the second of a two-part series. Part 1, “SAESA’s firefighters, it’s all about helping 
community” appeared in last month’s February edition of SCN

by Patrice Johnson
A few years ago, local resident Diane Rockall dialed 911. Her husband, Art, needed an 

ambulance. This past New Year’s Day, she lay on the floor of her home in need of emergency 
medical services for herself. In both instances, EMS first responders from the Stockbridge Area 
Emergency Services Authority, SAESA, arrived at her side in mere minutes. 

“Staff were friendly, efficient and knowledgeable,” Rockall recalls. “I give them five stars for 
performance.” 

SAESA’s fire and ambulance services have a reputation for fast, effective responsiveness. This 
is no small accomplishment, considering that it serves four rural townships—Waterloo, White Oak, 
Stockbridge and Bunkerhill—that encompass 156 square miles with a population of more than 
6,300. With the nearest hospital more than a half hour away, access to prompt, quality medical care 
can make the difference between life and death. 

Thankfully, the volunteers and staff in SAESA’s Ambulance Department are keenly aware that 
time is of the essence. Their skilled diagnoses and treatments have saved more than a few lives. 

Russell Stowe, SAESA’s fire chief, said, “Residents are real fortunate to have emergency services 
to the level that we have here in a rural area, especially on the EMS side. If you had to wait for an 
ambulance from somewhere else, you might have to wait, on a good day, a half hour to an hour, 
maybe more, and that’s assuming they have a unit available to send.” 

CALL. DON’T WAIT. John Beck, SAESA’s general manager, encouraged residents not to 
hesitate to ring 911 for an ambulance. Too often, he warned, people in distress delay asking for 
help because they don’t wish to inconvenience SAESA personnel, or they hold off to see if their 
symptoms improve. 

“If something feels out of place, call for an evaluation,” Beck insisted. “You’re not disturbing us. 
We’re going out to do our jobs. We train for years to be able to do this. It’s so important to let us do 
our jobs.” 

Beck, clearly passionate about the work SAESA does, suggested readers think of a medical event 
as they would a fire. “If you smell smoke, you would deal with it right away.”

In Rockall’s case on Jan. 1, SAESA’s ambulance arrived in time. Still, the former board member 
of the Stockbridge Community News admits to experiencing fear. 

See SAESA on page 26.

Onondaga Dragway revving up 
plans for racing once again
New owner launches other events 
at site until track can reopen

This old cowboy votes new owner of Onondaga Dragway as Man of 
the Year! James Wood stands before his 1973 Mach 1 Mustang with 
the not-yet-finished dragway timing tower in the background. Photo 
credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
With the coming of warm spring days, there also appears to 

be new activities and excitement at the embattled Onondaga 
Dragway on Bellevue Road in Onondaga. 

Recently, even the "Save the Onondaga Dragway" Facebook 
page has a breath of fresh air about it, with the announcement of a 
new track owner and a stated goal of reopening the facility.

"Right now, we have no definitive date of reopening the 
dragway itself, although that is the initial plan," said Dana (Sloan) 
Martin, daughter of new owner Woody Sloan. "My dad is out 
there daily making preparations to reopen the dragway."

Improvements at the grounds are off to a good start. A new 
timing tower is going up and guardrails should be installed 
shortly, according to sources working on the site.

"Until we are ready to (reopen the dragway), we will be 
hosting ongoing events, starting April 3, 2021, with the Onondaga 
Dragway Swap Meet and Vendor Craft Show," Martin said. "We 
will have 70 acres for cars, parts, arts and crafts. Come on out and 
show your support; gates open at 8 a.m."

Martin said as the new owners, they look forward to engaging 
with supporters and answering questions throughout the day and 
at upcoming events.

The new owner brings signs of hope to the once-struggling 
business. It's been a long and rough road for the Onondaga 
Dragway after several neighbors filed a lawsuit to close the track, 
claiming it was a nuisance. The legal battles lasted for years and 
drained away money for operations. 

In March 2019, the Michigan Court of Appeals ruled against 
the facility. About the same time, former owner Dan Pranshka 
died after a brief battle with cancer. The dragway closed with 
hopes of reopening after raising the necessary funds. 

See Dragway on page 9.
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Staff Spotlight: Staying positive while promoting a ‘can-do’ 
attitude among students is what Lynn Balkus does best

Over the past 17 years, Lynn 
Balkus has worked in the 
Stockbridge Community School 
District’s Superhero Classroom 
and Kids Club program. Photo 
provided by Lynn Balkus

by Amy Haggerty
Lynn Balkus has been working with our youngest populations in the 

school district’s Superhero Classroom and the Kids Club program for 
17 years. Being a paraprofessional with the 11-year-old-and-under set is 
not an easy job. You need to be patient and creative and have lots of fun 
activities planned to keep the young ones engaged and learning.

Balkus had this to say about working in Stockbridge, “I love that 
it’s a small town and that you know almost everyone. It’s personal! The 
students are blessed to go to a smaller school district because the staff and 
community care about them and their families.”

Balkus grew up in the Westland, Mich., area and attended Livonia 
Amy Haggerty

Franklin High School. She credits her Family Life teacher at 
Franklin—Mrs. Mehock—for being the person who has had the 
greatest influence on her life.

In July 1990, long before she became a parapro, Balkus married 
Phil Balkus. They have five children together. She considers her 
family her greatest accomplishment in life, and is happy to share 
their progress as young adults. Mary, their eldest, attended Kendall 
College and Ferris State University and now lives in the Kalamazoo 
area. Phil is 28; he attended Kalamazoo Community College and 
lives in Kalamazoo. Nick, 26, attended Ferris and also Columbia 
College. He re-enlisted in the Navy and married Abby Devlin from 
the Stockbridge area. Chris is 24; he works at Elastizell in Dexter 
and lives in the Stockbridge area. The Balkuses’ youngest, Charlotte, 
is 22 and a senior at Michigan State University. She is pursuing a 
degree in psychology and a double minor in youth and society and 
human behavior and social sciences.

Over the years, this capable and talented paraprofessional has 
had many other occupations. Waitressing, office work, and catering 

were some of the jobs she performed before coming to the Stockbridge Community 
School District. She made the switch to working in Stockbridge schools when her 
children were still young and attending school. It was important to Balkus to be 
home in the evenings with her family.

Balkus likes to encourage our young children to stay positive and focus on what 
students can do, not what they can’t do. “There is no limit to what they can do. We 
are all cheering for them to be their best and successful!”

Balkus has made a positive impact on many of our children in the community. 
Her encouragement leaves a lasting impression on our children, including many 
who have grown into successful adults. We are fortunate to have her influence in our 
early childhood programs!

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 33 
years in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with her 
husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with family 
and friends.

Correction: Scott and Darlene Karns donate $4,000 
to Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation

Correction to the Page One, March 
2021 article, “Scott and Darlene Karns 
donate $4,000 to the Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation.” The article 
incorrectly stated the Karnses donated to 
the Jim and Pat Karns College Scholarship 
Fund. The Karnses’ donation is for SAEF 
to fund programs and projects that create or 
enhance educational opportunities available 
to residents within the boundaries of the 
Stockbridge Community School District.

Every spring, SAEF awards thousands 
of dollars in scholarships to Stockbridge 
high school seniors. April 1 is the deadline 
for seniors to apply for the various SAEF-
managed scholarships.

Darlene Karns, Scott Karns, Bruce 
Brown, interim superintendent, Jennifer 
Hammerberg, SAEF president. Photo credit 
Kimberly Duncan
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Rural Perspectives: The Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus)
Article and photo by Diane Gray Constable
As March leaves us, thoughts of warmer weather abound and 

new generations of wildlife leap forward into the spring. Our Eastern 
Cottontail is one of these.

If you have watched their courting antics in the waning days of March, 
you understand what it means to be as “mad as a March hare.” They chase 
and leapfrog over and run under each other, and occasionally the female 
jabs the male in the head. 

The first of the three to four litters that they have each season are born 
in April. About five babies, or kits, live in a shallow, camouflaged ground Diane Gray Constable

nest or burrow. The doe is rarely more than a hop, skip and a jump 
away. She visits just a few times a day to feed and check on them. 

By 4 weeks of age, they bound away and are on their own and 
will live for about two years.

Rabbits like to live in fields and forest edges, and they eat a wide 
variety of plants, bark, and seeds; some that are considered weeds, 
and some that are not. 

In turn they are favored by many predators but have skills to get 
away. They can run up to 18 miles an hour, leap up to 5 feet or better 
in the air, and can turn on a dime. Their sight is excellent and their 
ears are like antennas picking up and locating every sound. Their 
noses are always twitching to catch scent of any danger. 

Fun Fact: Rabbits make a purring sound when they are happy by 
rubbing their teeth together.

Eighth grader 
Brock Rochow 
enjoys working 
with FarmBot 
because he gets to 
"experience a new 
piece of technology 
in action."

“Working with 
the FarmBot allows 
me to advance in my 
STEM intelligence," 
he said. "In addition, 
this project has 
created many 
opportunities for 
me to increase my 

Farmbot page 1

Because FarmBot can be operated entirely 
remotely, it can provide distance learning 
opportunities from the classroom and lab or 
home, a valuable option for education during the 
pandemic. Photo provided by Bob Richards
knowledge in coding and programming." 

Alayna Adkins, also an eighth grader, says the project has 
"given me a better understanding of how to work with coding and 
electronics.”

Because FarmBot can be operated entirely remotely, it can 
provide distance learning opportunities from the classroom and 
lab or home, a valuable option for education during the pandemic.

Students at Stockbridge normally work with underwater robots 
or ROVs, but this year, the students wanted to focus their efforts 
on the topic of food insecurity. FarmBot allows them to grow 
food from a distance.

“This is a perfect project for us to work on because our team is 
focused on using engineering and technology to solve problems, 
and this allows us to do that while doing something important for 
others,” said Jack Hammerberg, a high school sophomore.

 Using FarmBot’s web app and integrated camera system, 
students can tend to their crops while learning from home or from 
anywhere they have an internet connection, even the moon. 

“The Farmbot has allowed us to continue to work with 
technology and engineering in a COVID environment — 
something a lot of us were initially unsure of with local pools 
and the like being closed. We can still pursue our interests while 
in a slightly drier environment,” said high school junior Hythem 
Beydoun.

Building and learning more about the FarmBot led the class to 
discover how NASA is testing the FarmBot for possible use on 
future missions to the moon and Mars. This in turn led a group of 
junior and senior high school students to enroll in the “Plant the 
Moon Challenge.”

“The opportunity to work directly with NASA has been a 
dream come true," Beydoun said. "Organizations like this have 
always seemed so far out of reach to me, (and) being able to be 
close to and work with them has been an amazing opportunity.”

 The Plant the Moon Challenge is a global science experiment 
and research challenge to examine how vegetable crops can grow 
in lunar soil. Each team receives real lunar soil simulant from the 
University of Central Florida’s CLASS Exolith Lab! 

Now, Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School students are designing 
and conducting a set of experiments using this lunar simulant to 
grow crops for a future long-duration lunar mission with the help 
of their FarmBot. 

The team also plans to present their results at next fall’s 
American Geophysical Union Fall Conference in San Francisco. 

“We have a unique opportunity with the Farmbot compared to 
other people participating in the Plant the Moon project because it 
allows us to make very accurate adjustments,” said Hammerberg.

FarmBot is catching the attention and drawing interest from 
many Stockbridge students.

According to eighth grade student Logan Hollenbeck, “The 
best part about school is working with the FarmBot.” 

Bob Richards is a STEM teacher at Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School.

Many tears were shed, as Schroeder’s ashes 
were carried to UTFD Engine 761 for his last 
ride to the Plainfield Cemetery. Included in the 
procession were many vehicles and emergency 
response apparatus from Livingston and Ingham 
counties. 

 Schroeder, a lifelong resident of Unadilla 
Township, joined the Unadilla Township Fire 
Department in 1983, and he was appointed UTFD 
fire chief in 2001. Because of his commitment to 
the community, Schroeder always worked in the 
area, only taking jobs that would allow him to 
leave if there was an emergency. 

Schroeder’s health problems started two years 
ago and forced him to retire on Feb. 1, 2020. 
For 37 years, he was Roster No. 9, on call in 
good weather and bad, in the dead of night or 

Schroeder page 1

Stowe said the fire was accidental and started on private property during a yard cleanup. It was 
not an illegal burn, he said.

The flames spread quickly and traveled east along Tophith Road before entering federal land in 
the Malan Waterfowl Production Area. The Malan WPA was acquired in September 2006 by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to preserve wetlands and grasslands for waterfowl and other wildlife.

Most of the damaged acreage was on the federal land, Stowe said.
Stowe also said burning permits will not be issued until current weather conditions improve and 

the area receives a significant amount of rain.

Fire page 1

day, to fight fires or make lifesaving medical runs. His dedication to the community as a volunteer 
firefighter made the residents of Unadilla Township safer.

“Mark Schroeder dedicated his life to our fire department,” said Linda Walker, Unadilla 
Township supervisor. Walker continued, “I hope he knew how much we’ve appreciated his service 
to the community.” 

The UTFD and Schroeder’s family wish to thank everyone for the prayers and support they 
provided Schroeder over the past two years.

Many tears were shed as Chief Mark Schroeder’s 
ashes were carried to UTFD Engine 761 for his 
last ride to the Plainfield Cemetery. Photo credit 
Judy Williams
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Ask an Expert: Teaching your teen 
to drive safely

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Is your teen ready to drive? If so, teach them to become a safe and 

responsible driver.
But first, make sure your teen is mature enough to drive. Talk with 

your teen about the responsibilities of driving a car. 
Visit the Michigan Secretary of State's website at michigan.gov/

sos to learn about the process for getting a driver's license. The site 
contains information on driver education, graduated driver licensing, 
teen driver skills testing and more.

Enroll your teen in a professional driving course, which most states require.

Image from HIG Insurance

Teach the five stages of learning to drive:
1. Operating the vehicle.
• Start and stop the engine.
• Turn headlights and windshield wipers on and off.
• Understand dashboard information.
• How to use the seat belts.
• How to change a flat tire.
• What to do after an accident.
2. Basic driving skills.
• Awareness of surroundings.
• Smooth, safe braking.
• Making turns in both directions.
• Backing up.
• Using mirrors.
See Expert on page 13.
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by Jenna Chapman
The days are getting longer, the weather is getting warmer, and we might be turning a corner with the pandemic coming to an 

end soon. I am hopeful for this time of renewal, fresh air, and fresh starts. If your interest in reading is starting to bloom, here are 
some books that I think reflect the essence of the new season. 

This Time Will Be Different by Misa Sugiura
What better time than April to pick up a book that takes place in a flower shop? This young adult novel stars CJ, a 17-year-old 

who is struggling to live up to her mom’s intense ambition. She’s content arranging bouquets in her family flower shop. But then 
her mom makes a decision that divides CJ’s family and her community, and she must find her voice.

Ida B. the Queen by Michelle Duster

Books to pick up in April as spring signals better times ahead

Jenna Chapman

This biography is written by Ida B. Wells’ great-granddaughter, Michelle Duster. It’s an accessible nonfiction book about the incredible story of a 
woman who helped change the course of American history. It includes stories of her childhood, her famous act of defiance on a ladies’ train car, and her 
time as a journalist and activist. It’s always a good idea to brush up on America’s influential figures. 

Fat Chance, Charlie Vega by Crystal Maldonado 
Not only does this book have gorgeous floral cover, but it is full of characters that reflect all types of people. The main character doesn’t really look like 

anyone she goes to school with; she’s a fat brown girl in a Connecticut suburb. This is an important and engaging story for high schoolers or adults alike. 
It’s a reminder for all of us to love and respect our bodies.

Life Changing Art of Tidying Up: The Japanese Art of Decluttering and Organizing by Marie Kondō 
Spring cleaning, anyone? You might be getting that urge to purge things from your closet or storage room after being cooped up this winter. This is 

basically a handbook to make your home a little less cluttered and maybe even help you feel a little more at peace. (There is a Netflix show, too!)
Little Dandelion Seeds the World by Julia Richardson
I’m a little biased to suggest this one, because I know the author personally, but this children’s book is an adorable story for the young ones in your life. 

Just in time for spring, this story teaches readers how dandelion seeds can travel and even grow on all seven continents. Pretty scenes and a chirpy rhythm 
make this a fun reading experience for all. 

Jenna Chapman is a Stockbridge High School graduate who loves curling up with a book or listening to an audiobook on evening walks around her 
neighborhood in Chicago. You can find more reading suggestions on the book blog she and her partner have on instagram.com/neverdogear. 
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Public invited to Patriot's Day April 24 for Ephraim 
Wheaton, Stockbridge's Revolutionary War veteran

Patriot Pvt. Ephraim Wheaton 
Gravesite Dedication is at 11 
a.m. Saturday, April 24, 2021, 
at North Stockbridge Cemetery. 
Ceremony includes MISSAR 
Color Guard, music, cannon-
firing salute, plus official 
unveiling of Revolutionary 
War Patriot Plaque for Ephraim 
Wheaton and reading of 
inscription. Plaque is sponsored 

A glance in the rearview mirror: April 1921—
Mumps. Prunes. Olives. And women 
feeling their oats.

by Mary Jo David
The following excerpts are from April 1921 editions of the 

Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper.
A SELECTION FROM SCHOOL NOTES: 
“Possibly you have noticed that the school bell taps about five minutes before time for the last 

bell. This extra exertion on the part of the janitor is to avoid a rush on the drinking fountain. Mr. 
Bennett stands by to enforce prohibition when the last bell rings.”

EXCERPTS FROM LOCAL AND PERSONAL:
• Even back in 1921, the newspaper was reminding residents to turn their clocks ahead one hour.
• “Fresh prunes, size 70-80, 10 cents per lb.—3 lbs. for 25 cents at Force’s.”
• “Mr. and Mrs. S.M. Milner returned Monday from Richmond, Indiana, where they went after a 

new hearse.”
• A note that “If the fly crop would only bud when the fruit did, the frost would do the swatting.”
• “Spring calves now are appearing. No, not the kind you are thinking of—they’ve been out all 

winter!”
CARD OF THANKS
From Frank Felton: “I wish in this way to thank those who so kindly assisted in buying another 

horse to replace the one injured in the run-a-way.”
SELECTIONS FROM WHITE OAK UPDATES
• “Herbert Phelps has the mumps.” 
• “Clinton Stevens is on the gain.” 
• “Miss Pearl Goodwin is out of school this week entertaining the mumps.” 
(SCN Ed. Note: Clearly, Miss Goodwin’s mumps were more fun than Mr. Phelps’ mumps!)
A COUPLE MUNITH UPDATE MORSELS
• “Some of the school girls coming home Monday evening rejoiced when they were able to pick 

some beautiful violets in spite of the snow.” 
• “We are delighted to see the fruit trees out in blossom, but are afraid the snow has broken their 

hearts.”
EXCERPTS FROM STORIES ON THE NATIONAL FRONT:
Boy 14 Eats 150 Olives in Ten Minutes for $10: Long Beach—A 14-year-old boy from Los 

Angeles defeated nine other contestants representing almost as many races, at an olive-eating 
contest in the Municipal Auditorium. The lad bolted down 150 in ten minutes. Edward Hadover of 
Long Beach came in second with 142 to his credit. The prize was $10.

The Girl On The Job. How to Succeed—How to Get Ahead. How to Make Good (Excerpt). 
By Jessie Roberts
There is perhaps no surer way of discovering just how the interests and the opportunities of 

women have broadened in the last very few years than to study the women’s magazines. The 
business woman is carefully considered today in the publications. Her training, her chances of 
success, new fields where she may try for positions: these are exploited. There are articles on 
subjects that would never have been touched upon five or six years ago, or even two or three years 
ago. Finance…women are learning to manage their own funds…the day when woman was not 
supposed to understand the money market is indeed gone.

See Look Back on page 13.

by the Pvt. Ephraim Wheaton Chapter, Michigan Society of Sons of the American Revolution, 
George Washington Endowment Fund and local donors. Drummer/Fifer Ephraim Wheaton was with 
General George Washington's Army at British Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktown in 1781.

The ceremony will be open to the public, depending on public health guidelines on 
April 24.
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At that time, all the money raised totaled more than $70,000, and was applied toward the 
outstanding legal debt.

 When asked about the expectation of legal issues that may loom on the horizon, Martin said with 
a chuckle, "Yes, we are aware there could be issues, and all I can say is we are prepared to address 
them."

Meanwhile, supporters of the track and fans of drag racing eagerly await the reopening.
Terry Anderson, a drag racing enthusiast from Munith, said, "We loved Onondaga when it was 

opened and we plan on running again when it opens. Come December, we will have had our Dart 41 
years, and not street legal."

James Wood, a longtime supporter and advocate for the Onondaga Dragway, testified in prior 
legal proceedings. 

"I am a former school board member and I helped get kids jobs at the track," Wood said. "It helps 
keep young people out of trouble, especially on the road." 

Wood lives just down the road from the dragway. His son grew up attending township meetings 
to open the track, Wood said.

 "Me and my son will be racing again. We are a father and son racing team. I have a number of 
old Fords to race," he said, as evidenced by his Mach 1 Mustang photo.

Local supporter Nick Fay calls himself the "official nobody," not affiliated with the dragway, just 
a simple fan trying to get the word out. 

"I am very pleased to see all the positive comments from people all over the state whom support 
Onondaga Dragway reopening," Fay said. "Not just racers, but spectators and folks that remember 
the good times there in the past." 

Through public comments made within social media posts, Onondaga Township confirms that 
proper channels and permits have been obtained. Township officials also are aware of the plans for 
the upcoming swap meet. 

At a time when many small businesses are closing their doors or hurt by the pandemic 
restrictions, activities such as drag racing, car shows and outdoor events are a much-needed draw. 
The township has long stood in support of the economic boost and asset brought by the dragway's 
racers and spectators, who are coming into the area from across the state.

Dragway page 3 If you go: Onondaga 
Dragway Swap Meet and 
Vendor Craft Show

4186 Bellevue Road, Onondaga, MI 49264
70 acres for cars, parts, and arts and crafts
Saturday, April 3
Gates open 8 a.m. 
$5 per person entry fee
$35 for parts spot, if paid that day at gate (must have 

own table) 
$25 for parts spot, if paid in advance
$20 per arts and craft spot (must have own table)
$10 per car for car corral
To register, call Dana at 734-482-2224.
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Stockbridge Township, in goodwill gesture, equips 
village police with lifesaving equipment

Terry Sommer (right) passes automatic 
external defibrillator (AED) to Village 
Police Chief Johnnie Torres. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
Neighborliness, conspicuously lacking among state and federal entities, 

is alive and well in the Stockbridge community. March 3, in a goodwill 
gesture, the Stockbridge Township Board donated a used automatic external 
defibrillator (AED) to the Village of Stockbridge Police Department. 

“I want to thank Terry Sommer and the rest of the Stockbridge Township 
Board members for deciding to donate a used AED to the Stockbridge 
Police Department,” wrote Johnnie Torres, chief of police for the village of 
Stockbridge, on a recent Facebook post. “SPD’s current AEDs are over 12 
years old and were purchased through a grant, and this new AED is a major 
upgrade.”

An AED is a computerized machine that analyzes heartbeats. If it identifies 
a patient suffering from uncoordinated heart rhythms, called ventricular 
fibrillation, it emits a jolt of electricity to stop the arrhythmia and enable the 
heart to re-establish a normal rhythm—a vital intervention since uncoordinated 
heart rhythms are most often responsible for sudden cardiac arrest. Timely and 
effective treatment can mean the difference between life and death.

New AEDs retail for $1,400, so this was a generous donation from the 
Stockbridge Township Board. But what makes the gesture even more special 
are the politics—civics, if you will—as evidenced in Torres’ next statement. “I 

appreciate the goodwill shown to this department and to the village as a whole.” 
Newcomers to the area—and more than a few lifetime residents—sometimes scratch their heads at references to the 

Village of Stockbridge and Stockbridge Township. Both are distinct and separate civic entities. Both were formed long 
ago for reasons only local history buffs could explain.

The village consists of the downtown retail district and a contiguous 1.52-square-mile area. The township encompasses 
a much larger, 36-square-mile area that surrounds the village. 

See AED on page 12.

Need a lift? Two didn't hesitate to help
by Jo Mayer 
When a heavy load of food left volunteers 

with a sinking feeling, two workers from SMW 
Manufacturing sprang into action to provide a 
needed lift.

At first, things went according to plan. The 
South Michigan Food Bank truck arrived March 8 
at Jeruel Baptist Church, where the parking lot had 
been freshly graded. The truck carried four stacked 
pallets of 150 boxes of food and close to 300 
pounds of baked goods.

The driver prepared the first pallet to disembark 
from the truck ramp and everything seemed to be 
OK. But as her forklift left the metal of the truck, it 
gouged into the soft gravel parking lot and became 
stuck. Unfortunately, the pallet of food stopped 
half-on and half-off the truck ramp.

Volunteers unloaded the pallet, moving 50 boxes 
in the hope of lightening the load so the forklift 

SMW Manufacturing employees Rob, right, drives 
the larger yellow forklift and Steve, back, operates the 
smaller embedded forklift March 8 in the parking lot 
of Jeruel Baptist Church in Munith. The two helped 
unload the South Michigan Food Bank truck after a 
forklift sank into soft gravel. Photo credit Jo Mayer

could become movable. No dice. The truck driver tried placing cardboard under the pivoting wheel. 
No, still stuck.

After calling for someone to bring a tow rope and as cars started to line up for the food 
distribution event, the volunteers glanced across the street. Through the open garage door at SMW 
Manufacturing, they observed a big sturdy forklift zipping back and forth.

One volunteer walked over to see if SMW Manufacturing could lend a hand. Steve and Rob 
came to the rescue and walked over to inspect the site. They quickly determined that their forklift 
would be big enough to help move the smaller forklift out of its rut. 

After freeing the smaller forklift, they unloaded the remaining pallets directly from the back of 
the truck. 

Thanks to their help and with some hurrying by volunteers, food distribution started on time. 
Within an hour, volunteers handed out every last box of the food.



Stockbridge Community NewsApril 2021

SCN writers bring home honors in competition with 21 states
by Agnes Geiger
The Stockbridge Community News earned six awards in this year’s National Federation of Press Women’s At-Large Communications 

Contest. This is the fourth consecutive year that SCN’s writers were honored in the contest.
“The at-large contest is extremely competitive and (these awards showcase) your amazing writing talents,” said Teri Ehresman, of Idaho, 

NFPW contest director. 
SCN’s winning entries were:

Joan Tucker, left, Sarah Tucker, 
middle, and Laura Tucker Honig, 
right, pictured at a surprise 
family gathering. Photo provided 
by Joan Tucker

• Joan Tucker and Laura Tucker Honig, first place, Specialty Articles, cooking, “For the love 
of bread: A tribute to John Savanna, owner and founder of Mill Pond Bakery (Parts 1 and 2). The 
judge said, “Nice story about an interesting man. I would love for you to post one of his recipes with 
the story.” 

As a first-place winner, this entry will continue on to the NFPW national contest and compete 
with other first-place entries from across the country. National contest winners will be notified in 
May, and recognized during an online awards presentation from 6 to 8 p.m. (Central time) Friday, 
June 11.

• Patrice Johnson, Judy Williams, Ron and Arlene Kaiser, and Mary Jo David; second place, 
in-depth reporting. The entry was for their Women of Note series and included the following six 
articles: David’s “Lisa (Iovannisci) McClain: Small-town encouragement leads to major successes 
in business and the community”; Johnson’s “Audrey Price dances through life”; Williams’ “From 
horse and buggy to space travel, Kathryn Humrich has seen it all”; Williams’ “Wendy Hause crashes 
stereotype of women’s work with her new promotion”; the Kaisers’ “Clara Barton’s American Red 

Patrice Johnson, editor-in-chief of 
SCN. Photo provided by Johnson

Judy Williams, treasurer of SCN. 
Photo provided by Williams

Mary Jo David, SCN board 
member. Photo provided by David

Ron and Arlene Kaiser. Photo provided by the
Kaiser family.

Cross and Michigan”; and Johnson’s “SCN: Its birth and the people who parent it.”
The judge said the package was a wonderful way to tell the stories of some 

amazing women from the community. “The stories are filled with great details and 
anecdotes about each woman, capturing their personalities beautifully.” The judge 
continued, “A great idea for a Women’s History Month project!”

• Patrice Johnson, second place, Specialty Articles, social issues, for 
“Stockbridge native, no stranger to trauma, serves on COVID-19 team.” The judge 
commented, “Congratulations on a well-written article. Great job.”

• Mary Jo David, second place, online feature, “Filling the COVID time warp: 
We’ve asked area residents, ‘What’s your secret?’” Judge noted the work was 
a nice overall compilation on a timely topic, saying, “I appreciated the diverse 
activities profiled” 

• Mary Jo David, honorable mention, personal essay, “To the mom who had 
everything. From her favorite child!” From the judge: “Very nice opening. Well 
organized, conversational, humorous. Beautifully wrapped up in the conclusion.”

• Mary Jo David, honorable mention, general column, StockBIZ entries: “Hair salons in Michigan re-open” and “Local business 
helps keep creatures from invading your space.” The judge said the work had a very nice opening and good organization. “Informative 
with wonderful incorporation of interview. Good vocabulary. Personal and relates nicely to community news,” the judge continued. 

In the at-large division of the NFPW Communications Contest, media professionals competed against entries from states that 
do not have an NFPW chapter. “We had great participation again this year, with entrants from New York, Oregon, Ohio, Colorado, 
New Hampshire, Washington, D.C., Massachusetts, North Carolina, New Jersey, Minnesota, Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Maryland, 
Florida, South Dakota, Louisiana, Tennessee, Iowa, Kentucky and Washington,” said Ehresman.

According to Ehresman, entries were judged and ranked by professional communications experts from throughout the United 
States. The names and professional information of the judges are not made public. 

The awards usually are presented during NFPW’s national conference, but the in-person event, set for Little Rock, Arkansas, on 
June 11-12 was canceled because of the pandemic. Instead, it now will be held in a virtual format on the scheduled dates.

NFPW is a nationwide organization of women and men pursuing careers across the communications spectrum, including print and 
electronic journalism, freelancing, new media, books, public relations, marketing, graphic design, photography, advertising, radio and 
television.

CADL Stockbridge opening for in-person visits 

Photo provided by CADL Stockbridge

by Sherri McConnell, head librarian
As the weather gets warmer, the flowers aren’t the only things opening – CADL Stockbridge is planning on opening for in-branch 

visits on May 3! People will be able to schedule a time to browse the stacks and check out items in person. This service will be added 
to the computer appointments that people have been able to make since January. 

We will continue to offer doorside contactless pickup as well as our storytime, craft, science, and game Take & Make kits. Library 
staff create kits for all ages that you can request through MyTime at cadl.org/mytime or by giving us a call. April Take & Make kits 
include a butterfly puppet, seed starting and mancala. 

This February we sprang into action for the Winter Warm Up, a walking and running activity sponsored by Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Michigan and the Playmakers Fitness Foundation of Okemos! This was our first time participating in virtual competition with other 
Lansing-area towns.

See CADL on page 14.
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As if to add zest to relationship, Stockbridge Township owns the 
Township Square and the Township Hall, plunked right in the center 
of the village. 

The population of the village was recorded as 1,395 in 2019; 
US Census data in 2018 put the township population at 4,032, 
more than twice the size of the village. The two entertain separate 
governing bodies, planning commissions, offices, and tax bases. 
The Stockbridge Police Department patrols the village; township 
residents are supposed to rely on Ingham County Police—though in 
times of need, many reach out to the SPD and receive prompt and 
professional assistance.

Needless to say, the relationship does not always run smooth as 
silk. 

Whether by design or happenstance, the cannon on the south 
corner of the Township Square, the statue honoring Civil War 
soldiers on the north corner, and the larger gazebo near the east 
corner serve as symbols of the sometimes bellicose, most-times 
proud, and always often interdependent relationship between the 
township and village. 

The Township Board’s donation of the AED to the village 
police falls into the interdependent, gazebo category, a testament 
to the social, mutually-supportive relationship between village and 
township. 

On Feb. 15, the Stockbridge Community News reported that the 
Stockbridge Township Board purchased two new AEDs to be placed 
in the Stockbridge Township Hall. 

“At our February meeting, the board wanted to donate two AED‘s 
to somewhere in the Township,” Supervisor C.G. Lantis stated. 
“We had purchased two new AED’s to update the township, so we 
had two extras.” He said the board decided to donate to local law-
enforcement, and he added, “We donated the second AED to the 
Baptist Church located out on Heeney and Parman roads because of 
their strategic location in a rural area of the township.”

John Beck, general manager of the Stockbridge Area Emergency 
Services Authority, summarized the Township Board’s action, “The 
purchase of these lifesaving devices and placement throughout the 
community, plus the pursuit of education, shows true caring and 
compassion for the residents of our community.”

AED page 10

5 Healthy Towns Foundation 
announces retirement of 
longtime CEO Amy Heydlauff

"Serving the five healthy 
towns has been my dream 
job,” said Amy Heydlauff, on 
the announcement of her July 
retirement as the 5HF’s CEO. 
Photo from 5healthytowns.org.

by Matt Pegouskie
On March 22, 5 Healthy Towns 

Foundation (5HF) announced that 
its first chief executive officer, Amy 
Heydlauff, will retire in July 2021. 

5HF is a community-wellness 
foundation that serves the Michigan 
school districts of Stockbridge, 
Chelsea, Dexter, Grass Lake, and 
Manchester with a mission to 
cultivate personal and community 
wellness. They currently oversee 
three wellness centers and support 
five wellness coalitions with 90-plus 
members. 

"Amy has had a significant impact 
on health and wellness in our five 

local communities. 
See Heydlauff on page 25.
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Expert page 6
 Naturally, the coming of the vote to women has brought a lot 

of political material into these pages…Women want to know a 
whole lot of things that they did not, as a class, care about only 
a short time ago. And what women want, they get….It is truly, 
today, up to her.

Michigan to Raise Fund for Starving. Every man, woman, 
and child in Michigan whose sympathies go out to the poor, the 
homeless, the hungry, and the unclad, will be asked to contribute 
to the state’s quote of $350,000 in the nationwide campaign now 
being waged to raise a total of $10,000,000 for the suffering 
women and children of Ireland by the American Committee for 
Relief in Ireland…a purely non-partisan, non-political and non-
religious organization, as it is, of men and women of all races and 
creeds… 

Look Back page 8

• Shifting gears, if a manual transmission.
3. Reacting to other drivers.
• Changing lanes.
• Navigating stop lights and intersections.
• Creating a safe space around other cars on the road.
• Never assuming what other drivers are going to do.
4. Parking and difficult turns.
• Parallel parking.
• Parking on hills.
• Parking diagonally.
• Pulling in and out of 90-degree parking spaces.
• U-turns and 3-point turns.
5. Advanced skills.
• Entering and exiting freeways.
• Maintaining safe distance at high speeds. 
• Driving at night.
• Driving on wet, snowy, or icy roads.
Focus on safety
For new teen drivers, it’s all about freedom and fun. For parents, it’s all about 

responsibility and safety. 
Teach the importance of car safety by regularly checking tires and brakes, paying 

attention to engine warning signs and reporting unusual engine noises.
Teens need to keep their passengers safe by requiring seat belt use, not goofing around or 

overloading the car with too many people.
New drivers need to be reminded to watch out for children running into the street, 

driving slowly in school zones or parking lots and giving pedestrians the right of way in 
crosswalks.

Traffic laws need to be obeyed; no speeding, unsafe lane changes or aggressive driving.
Teens must avoid distractions and keep their eyes on the road at all times. 

No talking or texting on the cellphone — ever! No eating, personal grooming 
or any unsafe behaviors while behind the wheel.

Set clear boundaries
Let your teen driver know that any of these will result in immediate loss of 

driving privileges.
• Using the car without permission.
• Using a cellphone while driving.
• Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
• Driving unsupervised (until they reach the age of no restrictions).
• Engaging in speeding, reckless driving or other unsafe behaviors. 
The hard facts
According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety , nearly 3,00 

teens died in motor vehicle crashes in 2016. Of those fatalities:
• Two-thirds were male.
• 53% occurred on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.
• 18% occurred between 9 p.m. and midnight.
Having teenage passengers in the car greatly increases the risk of teen 

drivers getting killed in a crash:
• One passenger – 44% increase.
• Two passengers – 100% increase.
• Three or more – 400% increase.
Keep your teen driver alive and well
Be a role model for safe driving. Set the rules and closely monitor your 

teen's driving habits. Then hold your teen accountable for any violations of 
your rules. 

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The 
couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has 
been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after 
high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years.
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Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School First Semester Honor Roll
Seventh Grade 
Students
Becker, Carolyn
Bruening-Elrod, 
Makayla
Chapman, JayLee 
Cheesman, Kyle 
Chrisinske, Nathan 
Cole, Makenna 
Collins, Aiden 
Cowan, Wendy 
Creps, Elizabeth 
Croley, Ava 
Giddings, Grady 
Glemser, Jax 
Hamlett, Brandon 
Howlett, Grant 
Loso, Wyatt 
Musgrave, Kelsey
Negus, Aiden 
OKoney, Shelby 
Ramalia, Liliana
Rice, Megan 
Rose, Landon 
Rowe, Bradley
Rusnock, Madison
Salyer, John 
Sargus, Violet 
Trapp, Tayla
Villegas, Daniel
Walker, Sydney
Whitaker, Shane
Zimmerman, Xavier
Eighth Grade 
Students

Adkins, Alayna 
Beutler, Clare 
Bradley, Ethan
Coffman, Finn
Collins, Emma
Cowan, Samantha 
Curtis, Xavier 
Dalton, Jacob 
Deladurantaye, 
Hannah 
Hollenbeck, Logan 
Johnson, Eliana 
Kunzelman, Chase
Luke, Xandra 
Mackinder, Megan
McClellan, Jace 
Monaghan, Ethan
Moser, Miley
Ortiz-Martinez, 
Nicolas
Peckham, Matthew 
Pidd, Cole 
Pybus, Foster 
Ransom, Anna 
Rochow, Brock 
Rogers, Hailey 
Rogozinski, Zac 
Sanders, Jayma
Titus, Kathryn 
Torrey, Zavien 
Trost, Collin 
Vaccaro, Ava 
Vogel, Elliya

Ninth Grade 
Students
Baird, Paul
Ballagh, Joseph 
Bogan, Gerald 
Borowy, Andrea 
Breese, Bryton
Burg, Grace
Calhoun, Cheyenne
Caron, Breonna 
Carpenter, Kaden
Cesarz, Coco
Cipta, Macy
Cole, Brady
Cole, Landen
Collins, Kegan 
Coria Chavez, Daisy
Coria-Chavez, 
Nancy
Dalton, Madelynn 
Debozy, Julianna
Ellsworth, Jaylynn 
Fletcher, Lucas 
Fletcher, Zachary
Gruber, Jason
Hart, Gavin
Heath, Gabrielle
Henderson, Antonio 
Hernandez, Isabella
Hill, Clarissa 
Huskey-Wright, Jordan 
Jones, Maggie 
Kellenberger, Alaina
Killinger, Gary 

Knoll, Amber
Lockhart, Taylor 
Loveall, Cameron
Lozano, Stephanie
Marshall, William
Muzzin, Hope
Nielsen, Kayden 
Nothnagel, 
Samantha 
Oversmith, Kaitlyn
Perry, Wyatt 
Phillips, Donovan
Queen, Isabelle 
Roberts, Abigail
Robidou, Gracee 
Robinson, Drew
Sandecki, Evan
Satkowiak, Melanie
Schray, Claire 
Stanfield, Taiyler 
Suter, Chloe
Villegas, David
Vliet, Elizabeth
Wadkins, Nicole 
Warrens, Rachel
Whitney, Dustin
Whitt, Zane
Wright, Ethan
10th Grade 
Students
Adkins, Adrianna 
Bartrum, Bailey 
Bennett, Drew 
Beutler, Josephina 

Bolcavage, Lirin 
Bolton, Micah
Boyce, Larissa 
Brumm, Kathryn 
Cook, Collin 
Culver, Krista
Dalton, Makenzie 
Hammerberg, Jack
Handshoe, Timothy 
Kaltschmidt, Emma
Mahler, Maggie
Marshall, Hannah 
Marshall, Paul 
Montanera, Pol
Moser, Devon 
Mullins, Alora
Niec, Grace
Odem, Dominick 
Phillips, Gabriella 
Pidd, Nathan 
Place, Arianna 
Polenz, Brianna
Risner, Janelle
Sawicki, Jacob 
Smith, Christopher 
Smith, Jolie
Surline, Makayla 
Vaccaro, Emily 
VanHook, Alyssa 
VanPelt, Emily
Wilde, Kristina 
Williams, Lillian 
Woodard, Ashley

11th Grade 
Students
Austin, Audrey 
Bedgood, William 
Beydoun, Hythem 
Caskey, Joslynn 
Chapman, Bennen 
Clark, Jermaine
Clark, Jordan 
Connolly, Kalysta 
Dreier, Grace 
Fletcher, Olivia 
Fowler, Logan 
Gipe, Sidney 
Goble, Marissa 
Graupera-Rodon, 
Anna
Gruber, Edward 
Huskey-Wright, 
Jonah
Kennedy, Riley 
Knoll, Ashton
Knoll, Austin
Lackey, Sarah 
Lozano, Yareli 
Minix, Ally 
Muscato, Julianne 
Myers, Makayla
Noble, McKenzie 
Oversmith, Carson
Patrick, Madison 
Pilch, Jeremy 
Pilch, Kaitlyn 

Richmond, Trey
Robinson, Harlie
Rochow, Brooklyn 
Rogers, Jeffry 
Sanford, Zachary 
Satkowiak, Dalton
Switzenberg, 
Sydney 
Tolson, Rylee
Torrey, Xyan 
Two-Bears, Jeremiah 
Walker, Kaitelyn
Whitaker, Connor
Wilkins, Jaslyn 
Wilson, Merle 
Wilson, Veronica
Wright, Brendan
Wright, Mayzie
Yannella, Brenden
12th Grade 
Students
Angell, Kaylee 
Asquith, Chelsey 
Austin, Samuel 
Baker, Brooklyn 
Beauregard, Claire
Brewer, Cameron 
Caroen, Devin 
Casto, Rose
Coffman, Jonah 
Dalton, Kaylee
Demerath-Shanti, 
Keshava

Ellsworth, Trystyn 
Eskew, Melanie
Evans, Diane 
Evans, Emily 
Fillmore, Ronald 
Gustafson, Jacey 
Heinzman, Carissa
Hightower, Alexis 
Hill, Brianna 
Howard, Hailey 
Humrich, Lillian 
Jones, Brock 
Kapalla, Hunter 
Killinger, Peyton 
Kittle, Laurynn 
Lance, Isaac 
Lockhart, Hannah 
Marhofer, Julia 
Mazuca, Madison 
Miller, Kaitlin 
Nichols, Molly
Olson, Jacob 
Ortiz-Martinez, Evelyn 
Redford, Chelsea
Schlaff, Andrew 
Steinkraus, Haylie 
Stitt, Samantha 
Storie-Vine, Austin 
Woods, Emily 
Yannella, Mackenzye
Youngblood, Joy

 Despite having the smallest team, we can excitedly say that as 
of March 10 we’ve had the highest average miles per person at 33 
miles!

This is a great start and I hope it will continue with a new 
spring walking and running program sponsored by the Friends 
of the Stockbridge Library and funded by the 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation. More details to come.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located 
at 200 Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit 
cadl.org. 
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Jeanne Richter of Farmers State Bank named 2021 MBA Banker of the Year

 Jeanne Richter, president and 
CFO of Farmers State Bank of 
Munith, was awarded the 2021 
MBA Banker of the Year honor. 
Photo provided by Farmers State 
Bank

Submitted by Farmers State Bank
Jeanne Richter, president and CFO of Farmers State Bank of Munith, was selected as the 2021 MBA Banker 

of the Year. The Michigan Bankers Association Board of Directors recognized Richter based on her commitment 
to the association, her contributions to the industry, the success of her bank, and her strong record of community 
service. 

 "Jeanne is a leader in the financial industry,” T. Rann Paynter, MBA president and CEO, stated. “She has been 
devoted exclusively to community banking, and her leadership was key while our industry served the people of 
Michigan during an unprecedented health crisis." 

 Paynter shared that Richter has been active in Stockbridge Community Schools Homework Help, a program 
sponsored by FSB of Munith to assist students after school hours with homework and learning.

 Richter joined FSB in 2000 as financial officer, progressing to executive vice president and chief financial 
officer in 2002. In 2005, she was elected to the board of directors and was named president in 2009. She began 
her career in the banking and financial industry as an 
examiner for the North Dakota Department of Banking 
after graduating from North Dakota State University. 

 Richter has been involved in a variety of positions within the financial industry 
outside of FSB, demonstrating her commitment to community banking. She is in 
her third year of a three-year term on the ABA Community Bankers Council, and 
was appointed by Gov. Rick Snyder in 2011 to the Office of Regulatory Reinvention 
(ORR) Insurance and Finance Advisory Rules Committee.

 “Jeanne has dedicated her career to Michigan banking and the development of 
our industry's future bankers," Paynter said. 
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Article and photos by Mary Jo David
This is a great time to be in a landscaping business. According to an August 2020 CNBC article, the online Houzz home remodeling 

platform reported a 58% annual increase in project leads for professionals in June 2020. Of those, professionals working on outdoor spaces 
saw the biggest increase in demand. 

Additionally, IBISWorld, an industry research company, is reporting that the 2021 revenue projection for the U.S. landscaping services 
industry is a whopping $99.7 billion.

After speaking with representatives from local landscaping-related companies, it seems they may have experienced some of that Houzz-
reported uptick and are poised to respond to customers’ landscaping needs this spring. 

“Last year I was busy all season long, I believe because of COVID,” reported Brian Mason, owner of 52 Landscape Supply. “My guess 
is people were stuck at home unable to go out much, so they put more money into improving their homes.” Mason is preparing for the start 
of a busy spring season and expects to spend it doing what he does best—grading and repairing driveways, performing light excavating, and 

Stockbridge landscaping businesses gear up for a long, busy season

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

delivering gravel, sand, and mulch.
The Gee family business includes Gee Landscaping and Irrigation with Steve Montgomery, a part owner of that business. 

Says Kary Gee, “The nursery is the busiest part of the business in May, but landscaping keeps us busy all spring and summer 
long.” The Gee business model accommodates both small-to-medium landscaping projects (handled by Gee Farms) and large 
residential and commercial projects (handled by Gee Landscaping and Irrigation). 

“We have in-house designers, including a landscape architect to provide consulting services for any landscaping project,” 
Gee explains. “Our flexible design services enable us to cater to landscapers and DIYers, some who want to design and 
purchase everything for the job immediately and others who want to design upfront and complete the project in a more 
phased approach as their budget allows.”

Stockbridge customer Patrice Johnson shared how Gee has helped improve the Johnson’s home landscaping, "I've seen 
Kary train her eyes on a setting and then rattle off the perfect species of shrub or tree for each spot. She grew up with these 
plants and knows their size, shape, bloom times, texture, and color. You want deer resistance? She'll tell you your options. 
Hardiness? No problem. It's like she's painting a picture in her head."

Talking history with Mason and the father-daughter team of master plant grafter Gary Gee and Kary Gee, it would seem 
these landscape businesses weren’t born—rather, they evolved.

Brian Mason opened his Stockbridge car wash in 1988, followed by excavating company Dirtworks in 1992. Responding 
to blips in the economy, Mason founded 52 Landscape Supply in 1995 and eventually scaled back on the larger excavating 
business. Now a one-man company, Mason has an impressive fleet of trucks, front loaders, and other equipment for tackling 
a range of projects. He also has a work yard full of landscape materials at 396 W. Main St. in Stockbridge. Mason has built 

Gary Gee, well known for his tree and 
plant grafting skills, daughter Kary Gee, 
and family pet Daisy. Gee Farms and Gee 
Farms Irrigation and Landscaping work 
together to provide the plants, design, and 
installation services for residential and 
commercial landscaping projects. Photo 
credit Mary Jo David

Brian Mason of 52 Landscape Supply has 
an impressive fleet of trucks and equipment 
for light excavation, driveway repair and 
grading, and delivering gravel, mulch, and 
sand. Photo credit Mary Jo David

a reputation for being extremely responsive, which 
explains why approximately 80% of his business is 
repeat business.

Stockbridge customer, Johnson, also has experience 
working with 52 Landscape Supply. “Brian has been 
delivering mulch in bulk to my house for years. When 
I stop in each spring, he greets me with a smile. He 
remembers I prefer cedar, knows where to deposit it, 
and his truck usually drops it that day.”

Since 1849, the Gee family has run Gee Farms, a 
seventh-generation, Sesquicentennial Farm located 
at 14928 Bunkerhill Road. Eventually farming led 
to opening their well-known Gee Farms nursery and 
greenhouse operation, and that paved the way for Gee 
Farms Irrigation and Landscaping in 1994. This division 
focuses on lawn seeding and sodding, irrigation, and 
large-scale hardscape and landscaping projects.

“We have a long history specializing in plants and trees, so landscaping and irrigation were a 
logical next step that enables us to serve both residential and commercial customers with expertise 
we’ve developed over many years,” Kary Gee explained. 

See Landscape on page 21.
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Bridge to Wellness
In April, stretch into spring with a new exercise routine

by Gary Hicks
Stretching aids in keeping the muscles flexible and strong, improves circulation, and helps maintain proper range of motion in the joints. 

The simple act of stretching enhances muscle control and makes many activities more comfortable and, in some cases, almost effortless.
At the beginning of a stretching routine, you may experience soreness and discomfort. It can take a few weeks for the muscles to adapt to 

the changes you’re introducing, so stretching takes some commitment to the process. Ease into it, just like any other exercise, and the rewards 
will be noticeable.

Tightness in the hamstring muscles often increases stress in the lower back, which can lead to sciatica and other painful conditions. Some 
people who experience lower back pain find relief by introducing a simple hamstring stretching routine into their day. 

Here are a few things to consider when you decide to incorporate a stretching routine into your life:
• Wear loose-fitting, comfortable clothing.
• Slowly ease into the movements, and hold them without bouncing. (Bouncing could cause strains or other injuries to tight muscles.)

Gary Hicks

• Hold each position for 20-30 seconds when starting a stretching program.
• Be patient with your progress. Do not force your body into painful positions. 

Monthly Fitness Challenge for April 
Try this stretching routine 3-5 days per week. After your stretching routine, perform 30 minutes of cardio exercise (walk, jog, bike, aerobics, etc.).
Chair hamstring stretch: Sitting on a chair, place your right leg straight out on a second chair while keeping the left leg on the floor. Reach toward the shoelaces of 

your right foot and hold position for 20-30 seconds. Stretch 3 times and then switch to do the same with your left leg on the chair.
Standing hamstring stretch: While standing, bend forward at the waist with arms hanging down toward the ground and with legs straight. Try to touch your 

shoelaces and hold your position for 20-30 seconds.
Knee-to-chest stretch: Lie on your back with your knees bent and your feet flat on the floor. Using both hands, grab your right lower leg around the shin, and pull 

your right knee to your chest. This motion should cause a slight stretch in your lower back. Hold this position for 20-30 seconds. Release slowly and return to starting 
position, then switch legs. Repeat stretch 3 times on each leg.

Be sure to let others know how you are progressing by commenting on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge.
Upcoming wellness coalition-sponsored programs open to all:

• Practical Cooking with a Pro – class taught by Jackie Scheller and organized by Stockbridge Community Outreach to help students learn how to cook delicious, 
economical and satisfying meals and learn some marketable kitchen skills. Free, but space is limited. Call Outreach at 517-851-7285 by April 5 to register. Next session 
starts April 12 and meets weekly on Monday afternoons or evenings for six weeks.
• Open Air Market of Stockbridge’s Indoor Market is scheduled for April 10, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Back Street Building, 118 N. Center, Stockbridge. Open Air Market 
returns to the Stockbridge Town Square Friday, May 7, 4 to 7 p.m.
• Powerful Tools for Caregivers free workshop via Zoom, Thursday, April 15–May 
20, 2021, 1 to 2:30 p.m. To register, call Tri-County Office on Aging at 517-887-
1465 or email Christine at histedc@tcoa.org. Focuses on self-care, decision-making, 
and dealing with your own feelings of anger, guilt, and depression. This workshop is 
funded by SAWC and the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation.

Author Gary A. Hicks, a veteran police sergeant with a passion for fitness, 
writes the fitness portion. He has over 35 years of experience 
in teaching, coaching, martial arts instruction, and police 
academy instruction.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition, which meets either by Zoom or in Room 108 at the 
Stockbridge Activity Center on the third Thursday each month 

at 5:30 p.m. Check out www.5healthytowns.org for more info.
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Obituaries

Mark E. Schroeder
March 28, 1963 to March 15, 2021

Mark E. Schroeder, died Monday evening, 
March 15, 2021 at the University of Michigan 
Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan at the age of 
57.

Mark was born on Thursday, March 28, 1963 
in Jackson, Michigan; the son of Denver and 
Carroll (Kelly) Schroeder. Mark married Suzie 
Richardson in 2000 and she preceded him in 
death in 2014.

Mark was a lifelong resident of Unadilla 
Township and resided in the family home in 
Gregory. He joined the Unadilla Township Fire 

Department in 1983 and became the Fire Chief of the Unadilla Department 
in 2001 and served in that position until he retired in 2020. His family 
and friends would tell you that Mark’s first and greatest love was being a 
First Responder Serving and supporting his community. His service and 
dedication will be missed.

Mark did not have any children and is survived by his two brothers, John 
and Matt; and his sister Mary.

Cremation rites have been accorded and his ashes will be interned at the 
Cemetery in Plainfield MI along with his beloved wife Suzi.

Mark E. Schroeder

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and 
of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge 
Community News website within the past month. If you wish to have a death 
notice included in a future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Joseph Dwayne Collins - died Feb. 20, 2021 - Jackson

Death Notices

Nora Helen Allen
June 11, 1944 to March 4, 2021

Nora Helen Allen, age 76, of Stockbridge, 
MI, passed away peacefully on March 4, 2021 
at Medilodge of Livingston in Howell, MI. 
Nora was born on June 11, 1944 in Bad Axe, 
MI, daughter of Rex and Pauline (Collins) 
Bates. On November 2, 1963, Nora married 
Lloyd Allen, and he preceded her in death on 
April 11, 2008.

Nora lived in the Stockbridge area most 
of her life. She loved her family, and she had a soft heart for goats on the 
farm, too. She was a great mother to her children and grandmother to her 
grandchildren.

Survivors include children, Monica Allen of Stockbridge, Michael 
(Emily Bartley) Allen of Stockbridge, and Bobby Crane of Rives Junction, 
MI; six grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren; siblings, Beverly 
Bates and Donna Fischer, both of Haslett, MI. In addition to her parents and 
husband, Lloyd, she was predeceased by brothers, Ronald Bates and James 
Bates.

Services for Nora are private. Expressions of sympathy in memory of 
Nora may be made directly to the family, with checks payable to Monica 
or Michael Allen. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Stockbridge.

Nora Helen Allen
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A word of explanation, and an invitation
Welcome to the premiere of “Tales from our 50-year residents,” a series SCN hopes will warm your heart 

and perhaps inspire you to share a tale of your own. Whether you grew up in the area or transplanted here 
some time ago, whether you are 19 or 90, no doubt a local experience stands out in your mind. A memorable 
event? A story you tell your friends about growing up or living in the area? 

Now is your opportunity to put pen to paper (or fingertips to keyboard) and share a fond memory.
Guidelines? Nothing rude or crude or lewd, please. SCN reserves the right to edit and revise, or to decline 

to publish. Shoot for 300 to 400 words in length. Accompanying photos with dates and captions will make 
great additions. SCN’s deadline is the 15th of each month. We’ll plan to publish stories as long as readers keep 
sending them. Please email Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com, subject line: Tales, or mail your story to 
SCN, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

We at SCN hope you enjoy reading these trips down Memory Lane. May they awaken your inner child and 
trigger fond memories of your own.

Greenways move from England in 
1974 for new life in Stockbridge

According to author Suzi Greenway, “The one to the left is the 
back porch as it was when we bought the place with my dad, 
Dick Greenway on the porch, and me in my please note "Jenny 
coat" from Forrest Gump when she met him at the Washington 
Monument. Yes, I had that same kind of coat. It is YAK from 
Afghanistan!” The person on the right is Dick saying, "This is all 
mine." The little garage the couple took down can be seen in the 
background. Photo provided by Suzi Greenway

by Suzi Greenway
Dick Greenway and I 

bought the little house on 
Cooper Road on Nov. 2, 
1974. We were married 
that January in Reigate, 
Surrey, England, and 
came over to the U.S. for 
a holiday to see my family 
in June.

On the airplane back 
to the U.K., we looked at 
each other and decided 
to move here. In one 
month, we sold or gave 
away everything we did 
not need to bring and flew 
here with trunks of our 
belongings on the plane to 
start a new life.

I found the house for 
sale in a small ad in the Lansing State Journal and came to look at it alone the next day. I 
pulled into the driveway, never got out of the car, and knew it was my home. It took Dick a 
little longer than a walk-through with the agent.

We brought a rollaway bed with us in that big Chrysler Newport and after signing the 
papers in Fowlerville, drove to Stockbridge to open an account with Stockbridge State 
Bank. At that time, I had not taken Dick’s last name, so sitting in the bank with me at 21 
and Dick, 23, we looked like co-habitating hippies. We thought, how are we going to be 
perceived in this new area? I took his name that day in the bank.

We lay on the rollaway bed in sleeping bags in what to us was a wilderness. Noises 
outside the house terrified us. Was someone in our driveway? Were hunters sitting outside 
waiting for dawn? The raucous culprit turned out to be the electric meter, noisy in contrast 
to everything else so quiet.

The corn in the back field was being harvested when we moved in the next Saturday, 
and my friends who came to help thought the move was madness. But to us, it was liberty, 
freedom and space from England, a country that had stifled our dreams of more self-
sufficiency.

In 1976, we built a pole barn and took down the one-car garage, which had actually 
served as a migrant home and was moved here from down the road. We used the wood 
from the garage to frame in a back porch and turn it into a family room. Barn siding from a 
barn that was being taken down made a fine lining for the back wall.

Forty-seven years later, people who see my home often say they see my heart, and they 
are correct.

Fond memories of attending a 
one-room country school

Bachelor School kindergarten pet show 
1958. Photo provided by Audrey Z. Martini

by Audrey Z. Martini
My family moved to the Bunkerhill/

Fitchburg/Stockbridge area just before my fifth 
birthday. Our party-line phone was a Fitchburg 
exchange, our address was Stockbridge, but 
we lived in Bunkerhill Township. Three school 
buses went by our house: one for Stockbridge, 
another for Dansville and one for the Catholic 
school. 

When I was old enough, I attended 
Bachelor School, a one-room school on the 
corner of Parmen and Holland roads. The bus 
would pick me up in the morning, but my 
school days ended at noon, so someone usually 
came to pick me up. It was understood that I 
would begin walking home and hopefully meet 
my mom before I had to walk too far. 

One particular day, Mom was late picking me up. I almost had reached the corner of 
Parmen and Catholic Church roads when I encountered a bunch of turkeys taking up the 
road at the Updike farm. Not wanting to wade through the rafter of puffed-up birds, I 
gladly accepted a ride from a nice elderly couple who got me through the birds. However, 
I could not exit the car before my mom saw me inside a strangers’ car! Oops. I would have 
been wiser to wade through the turkeys. No more accepting rides from strangers!

I loved country school. The pump sat out front on the northeast corner behind the 
lilac bushes and had to be primed on cold mornings. The privies were in back. The 
schoolroom had a fuel oil stove in the center at the back that divided the rear half of the 
room. Teacher’s desk was up front with a blackboard behind the desk and two small rooms 
behind that – one for coats, boots and lunches; the other for school supplies. Students were 
designated for various housekeeping tasks that included washing the blackboard, cleaning 
erasers, and putting a green substance from huge barrels on the floor before sweeping. 

Grades beginners to sixth grade were taught by one teacher. Mr. Roscoe Spencer was 
my first teacher. After that, I had only female teachers – Helen Cool, Ruth Shepard and 
Bertha Matthews. Nella O’Brien taught there for a while (before my time) and so did 
Lulu Moeckle. I can remember riding to school one morning on a horse, bringing flowers 
from Mom’s garden to one of my teachers – I can’t remember if it was Mrs. Cool or Mrs. 
Shepard. On one occasion, an ice-cream truck stopped out front and we all enjoyed ice 
cream. 

We had all of the traditional playground equipment — swings, slide, monkey bars and 
a teeter-totter. Favorite recess activities included hopscotch with squares etched in the dirt; 
Red Rover, Red Rover, and jump rope. Of course we also played Ante-I-over, as we tossed 
a ball over the roof of the school. 

Oscar Bauer lived to the south of the school. He donated the land for school use. Once 
it was no longer used as a school, it reverted back to him, but we had enough space for 
a softball diamond. I couldn’t wait for recess so we could choose sides and play a quick 
game.

The school closed in 1958, my sixth grade year, and I was bused into Stockbridge. 
Classes were never the same again.

Recalling the good old days in Stockbridge
Article and photo from Mary Lou (Shellenbarger) 

Clifton
Old folks, of whom I guess I am one, often throw out 

the phrase, “the good old days.” But just for a moment, put 
aside the computer, the smartphone, the iPad. You get the 
idea. 

In 1947, my dad accepted a teaching position in the 
Stockbridge Schools. So my parents, my brother and 
I, a brand-new baby still under warranty, moved to 
Stockbridge. For the first four years, we moved from rental to rental until we purchased a house on Mechanic Street. A time when no 
one’s yard was fenced-in and every dog was known by name. More than once my mother received a phone call that our napping dog 
was blocking the entrance to the grocery store.

See Clifton on page 19. 

Pat, Mary Lou, Dave 
and Tom Shellenbarger 
pictured above before 
Ruth Ann was born.
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Anyway, it was on Mechanic Street that I met my best friend, Jo Ellen. We 
were 4 years old. When we turned 5, we headed off to kindergarten. At that time, 
the school building on Elizabeth Street housed grades one through 12. There 
wasn’t any room for kindergartners and the elementary building wouldn’t be 
built for another four years. So kindergarten was held in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Jo and I attended the afternoon session. The two of us walked the two blocks 
to school. Alone. No crossing guard. We crossed Clinton Street. Harold Lantis, a 
well-known man about town, said we looked like a couple of college girls headed 
for class. Kindergarten snack consisted of a half pint bottle of milk and a graham 
cracker. If we happened to run out of crackers, Helen Mitteer, our teacher, sent a 
couple of kids across Main Street to Wilde’s grocery to get more. When school 
ended for the year, my siblings and I headed to Dancer’s Department Store for a 
pair of PF Flyers. Boy, could we run fast in those shoes. 

Summer nights were hot, especially in the upstairs of our house. I’m not sure 
anyone had air conditioning in those days. Summer days were spent playing with 
friends, while mothers chatted over clotheslines as they hung out the wash fresh 
from the wringer washer. 

A favorite pastime for kids was roller-skating up and down the sidewalk. Skates 
were attached to shoes using the skate key that generally hung by a string around 
one’s neck. I could skate like the wind and knew every crack and raised spot on 
the sidewalk. I can hear those skates hitting the cement now. Every once in a 
while, a skate would fly off, which meant a trip home for merthiolate applied to a 
bleeding knee. 

If we weren’t skating, we were probably riding bikes. Our tricycles had hard 
rubber tires, which had to be replaced more than once because we wore them 
down to nothing but holes. When the streetlights came on in the evening, we knew 
it was time to head for our own yard. We never locked the house at night, and in 
fact, didn’t even have a key. If a bike was left overnight in the yard, it was still 
there in the morning. 

Wonderful, heartwarming memories. I like my smartphone, but I gotta tell ya; 
those were the good old days.

A stroll down Gregory’s Main Street 
with your host, Gordie Kunzelman

The west side of Gregory’s Main Street—circa 1930s. Photo 
provided by Gordie Kunzelman

by Gordie Kunzelman 
Here I sit looking at 

two pictures from a quarter 
century before I was born. 
Do you ever wonder what 
it was like walking down 
Gregory’s Main Street in 
the early 1900s? Join me 
as we stroll down memory 
lane using the two photos 
that hang in a place of 
honor in my shop and the 

many stories I’ve heard over the years.
West Side of Main Street: This photo seems to be from the early 1930s. You can 

almost hear the old trucks and cars traveling in and out of town. Many would stop and get 
fresh leaded gas from the Owen & Breniser Auto Shop. Or maybe it’s time for a Mobiloil 
oil change with gargoyle servicing. (Later it became a Sinclair station with the “dino” 
looking out for customers.) The stories I’ve heard about the owner Mr. Owen are few 
and far between, but I’ve known the Breniser family my whole life, long enough to know 
Dewey Breniser was a great Gregory man. Years later, when I was about 12, I worked for 
Dewey’s son Elwin.

Let’s continue, still before my time, to the next building north, which was a store 
owned by the McClure’s and later became Tom’s Market. A 12-inch-wide cement slab 
separated the buildings there. My Dad talked of playing between these buildings as a kid, 
and as I grew up, all the town kids, including me, did the same, playing hide and seek or 
Army games. Sadly, the building imploded a few years ago and all that is left is an empty 
lot and many memories.

Next was Marshall’s Grocery, run by Howard Marshall with the help of his son Ed. 
Howard sold lots of shoes to Gregory folks, including selling me my first pair of Red 
Wings. And back then, a trip to Marshall’s often meant getting a treat at Miller’s Ice Cream 
in the same building.

Next—and I may have lost some time—was the Stockbridge State Bank and possibly 
a post office. As we continue our stroll, I’m not sure of the next building. It was later torn 
down and rebuilt to house an electrical and two-way radio repair shop. So, that brings us 
to the local pub, in the same spot where Gregory’s Country Pub is today. Many would 
assemble in that old pub for conversation and card playing—not to mention some of the 
best lies ever told! And what a great place for a Friday Night Fish Fry.

As we leave the pub and continue walking north, we come to the Howlett Hardware 
(est. 1894). The storefront was brought over from Unadilla well before this photo was 
taken. The Hardware was in the Howlett family for over 100 years before it was sold 
and became Bramlett’s, which is still one of the anchors of our little town. Beyond the 
hardware, you must rely on your imagination to fill in the blanks because these buildings 
don’t show in the photo. First there is the old telegraph office and post office that was run 
by Sam Denton—and just think, Sam was blind. Then you have to imagine the Grand 
Trunk Railway, with a depot that was torn down when I was young, sometime around 
1967.

East Side of Main Street: Now we’ll continue to use our imagination as we cross the 
tracks and meander south, back toward town. We’re still in the 1930s, so when you look 
to your left you’d see Cole’s grain elevator, which was there until it was sold. In its place 
now are a host of businesses, including Mugg and Bopps, the current post office, Rock 
Realty, Dave’s Bargains, Bob Tracey’s graphics shop, and Ace Auctions. Businesses have 
come and gone where the grain elevator used to be, but surely old-time Gregory residents 
miss watching the activity of the trucks and tractors transporting grain into town to be 
ground.

Moving on, south of Michigan 36 was a gas station that was later owned by Lawrence 
Owen and next was Munsell’s Grocery Store (before it burned down in 1937). As we 
continue walking, we see the wheels of a circa-1920s car peeking out of a driveway where 
the beauty salon is today, then a house that also may have burned during the 1937 fire. 

Glance to the right of the sidewalk, just in front of the large tree, and you’ll see a rock 
with a ring in the top. The Gregory Hotel was at this location. It also caught fire at some 
point, and a new house was built in its place. But back to the historical rock that means 
a lot to a few of us in town. Way back, this is where visitors tied up their horses while 
visiting the hotel. 

The east side of Gregory’s Main Street, south of Michigan 36—
circa 1930s. Photo provided by Gordie Kunzelman

Fast forward to 2021. 
We welcome anyone 
who wants to visit here 
in Gregory. Just tie up 
your SUV to our boulder 
and take a stroll down 
memory lane!

This is all just my 
way of saying, I love my 
hometown of Gregory, 
Michigan.

Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation's first virtual fundraiser 
a success, raising over $19K

by Judy Williams
The first Stockbridge Area Educational 

Foundation (SAEF) Festival of Tables virtual auction 
was a huge success. The weeklong event from March 
20 to March 27 offered 196 items donated by various 
individuals and businesses. The proceeds from 
the auction, totaling $18,027, will be used by the 
foundation for scholarships and grants. One-hundred 
percent of the net proceeds from this event will be 
invested back into the community.

Bidders found the online auction site to be very 
user friendly and fun. Each item listed in the auction 
catalog contained a description, plus most items 
included several photos. The site provided bidders 
with an array of information, the bid amount that 

would be accepted, and the history of the previous bid amounts. Bidders even received an 
email notice whenever they were outbid on an item.

The auction site also offered an opportunity to donate to the SAEF with just an easy 
click or tap on the screen. During the weeklong event, the SAEF received $1,257.50 in 
donations. 

The Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization whose purpose is to promote educational opportunities for area residents. 
Composed entirely of unpaid volunteers, the SAEF was established in October 2000 by a 
committee of dedicated citizens.

Donations for new and existing funds are welcomed and appreciated. The foundation 
takes applications for grants and disburses quarterly awards; and it manages an extensive 
array of endowment funds. 

To learn more about the SAEF, go to panthernet.net or contact the Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation at 100 Price Ave., Suite A, Stockbridge, MI 49285, 517-851-7188.

An array of auction items donated by 
community members and businesses 
pictured above. The online SAEF 
auction raised over $19K for the 
501(c)(3). Photo provided by Jennifer 
Hammerberg, SAEF president
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by Dr. Cindy Anderson, Animal Care Clinic
Hello Readers!
Did you know that over 1 million pets in the U.S. have heartworm? Yes, you 

read that correctly, over 1 million. Heartworm can cause significant and lasting 
damage to the lungs, heart and arteries of your dog or cat. This affects your pet's 
quality of life, even after the parasites are gone. 

Signs of infection are persistent coughing, fatigue, reluctance to exercise, 
decreased appetite and weight loss. While heartworm is much more common in 
dogs, cats can get it as well. The cat is not a natural host for heartworm and most 

Keep your pets safe from heartworm

Dr. Cindy Anderson

Introducing Paws and Claws, the new monthly pet health column from Dr. Cindy Anderson:

worms cannot survive until the adult stage.
If your dog tests positive, there is hope! Treatment is available; however, it is not cheap. Your veterinarian 

will discuss the treatment procedures and steps with you, and calculate the cost based on the weight of your 
dog and severity of the case. Not every case is the same and therefore prices will vary. However, you can 
safely assume that heartworm treatment will cost roughly $600-$1,200. Cats cannot be treated for heartworm 
as dogs are, so prevention is your only option.

What is the best way to keep your dog or cat healthy and safe? PREVENTION! Yearly testing and 
year-round heartworm preventative medication is not only affordable, but may just extend the life of your 
beloved family pet. There are many options for preventative medication. Discuss your options with your Graphic from https://kauaifamilymagazine.com.

veterinarian's office and they can find the perfect fit for you and your pet.
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” - Benjamin Franklin
Happy Spring!
Dr. Cindy Anderson
Dr. Cindy Anderson is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. She traveled to Italy, New 

Zealand and Manitoba before establishing her own clinic in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Dr. Cindy took over duties at the Animal Care Clinic in October 2019 
and now spends the majority of her time in the Lower Peninsula helping animals and their owners.
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Banking Farmers State Bank has openings for Customer 
Service Representatives. Please mail resume to: Farmers State 
Bank, Attn: Customer Service Representative, PO Box 217, 
Munith MI 49259-0217. EOE

Save the date: 2021 A Day in 
the Village set for Father's Day 
weekend in downtown Stockbridge

by Jodelle Sparks, Chamber president
A Day in the Village 2021 festival is planned for Friday, June 18 and 

Saturday, June 19 in downtown Stockbridge. 
The event features “Fun in the Park,” fireworks at dusk, live music, 

vendors and artisans in the Square and much more.
To become a vendor, contact the Stockbridge Area Chamber 

of Commerce at stockbridgeareachambermail@gmail.com, www.
stockbridgeareachamber.org or call 491-960-5459.

“We started with veggie production 63 years ago,” Gary Gee recalled. In 1987, they 
sold their first trees, and later found the landscaping business was a natural extension to the 
business. “We’ve discovered that we sell more trees if we can also deliver and plant them 
for our customers.” 

Showing her deep-rooted commitment to trees, Kary Gee also shared details about her 
involvement in a new endeavor called Re-Tree.org, a digital marketplace for repurposing 
trees that have overgrown their current space or would be eliminated during construction. 
“We use this online marketplace to rescue heritage trees as an alternative to destroying 
them,” she explained.

And while Mason’s 52 Landscape Supply cannot boast a family business dating back 
as far as the Gee family farm, he does come from a family that has enjoyed success in 
business. Mason grew up in Webberville pumping gas at stations owned by his parents. 
“The key is to enjoy what you do,” Mason said with conviction. “I enjoy going to work 
every day, and I know it sounds crazy, but I actually get a little sad when it rains and I can’t 
work!” 

Contact information:
• 52 Landscape Supply—Ph: 517-851-0052. Email: landscape52@yahoo.com. 

Website: www.52landscapesupply.com
• Gee Farms Irrigation and Landscaping—Ph: 517-769-6772. Email: geefarms1849@gmail.
com. Website: www.geefarms.com/landscape-services/

Sources: 
www.cnbc.com/2020/08/07/pandemic-home-remodeling-is-booming-what-your-

neighbors-are-doing.html
www.ibisworld.com/industry-statistics/market-size/landscaping-services-united-states/
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She 

and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 
Community News.

Landscape page 15
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES March 15, 2021 

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called 
the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to 
order on March 15, 2021 at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall. Members present at the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer James Wireman, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer (Via 
Speaker phone) Member absent from meeting: None

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Wireman Motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 

Regular Board meeting agenda as printed Wetherell 
second Amend the Stockbridge Township Board 
agenda add on Weather Siren new business All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Citizen Comments None
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 

Board meeting minutes from February 15, 2021 as 
printed Wireman second All in Favor Motion Carried

Muraf motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Board financial report as printed from April 1, 2020 
thru March 15, 2021 Sommer second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Old Business 
Muraf motion to accept the office networking system 

for the cost of $2478.80 for the first year and a cost of 
$2,400.00 for each year after Wetherell Second Roll 
Call Vote Muraf Yes, Wireman Yes, Sommer Yes, 
Wetherell Yes, Lantis Yes. All in Favor Motion Carried 

New Business 
Muraf motion to accept Eaton Community Bank 

electronic funds transfers via check for $35.00 a 
month for the first 250 checks and $0.15 per check 
after that Wireman Seconds All in Favor Motion 
Carried

Wireman motion to Donate $500.00 to the 
Stockbridge Chamber Easter Egg Hunt on April 3rd 
2021 from 10am to 12pm Sommer Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Open Air Market of Stockbridge dates will be from 
4pm to 7pm on May 7,14,21,28 June 4,11,18,25 July 
2,9,16,23,30 August 6,13,20,27 September 3,10,17,24 
October 1,8,16,22,29 (midway we start closing at 6) 

All Clubs Ride (Coffee & Donuts) May 2 9am to 
noon-ish All Clubs Day (show) September 19, 8am 
to 5pm 

Wireman motion to allow the Stockbridge Chamber to 
use the square on May 7th and 8th 2021 for the Home 
and Garden Tour Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried 

Muraf motion to move forward with the Point and Pay 
system to accept credit card payments for Stockbridge 
Township Taxes for cost of $500.00 set up fee and 
$50.00 monthly maintenance fee with a convenience 
fee charged to the user Sommer Second Roll Call Vote 
Sommer Yes, Muraf Yes, Wireman Yes, Wetherell Yes, 
Lantis Yes All in Favor Motion Carried 

Muraf motion to have Stockbridge Township Movie 
nights on the following dates May 21st July 16th August 
20th September 17th and Halloween night Stockbridge 
Township will spend up to $500.00 on May 21st 2021 
for a picnic on the square provided by Stockbridge 
Township Board prior to the Movie Sommer Second All 
in Favor Motion Carried

Stockbridge Township will host a Township Clean up 
day on September 11, 2021 from 10am to 2pm details 
to follow

Muraf motion to pay $60.00 a person to attend training 
for the master plan class Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried. 

Stockbridge Township Planning Commission has 
requested funds to have Stockbridge Township purchase 
land for a Township Park. The Stockbridge Township 
Board is asking the Planning Commission to look into 
this over the next year and come to the Board prior to 
March 2022 Board meeting with figures of what the 
total cost would be for land with any and all expenses 

Wetherell motion to increase the Stockbridge 
Township Board pay Stockbridge Township Clerk 
from $21,000.00 to $26,000.00 Stockbridge Township 
Supervisor from $ 18,600.00 to $21,000.00 Stockbridge 
Township Treasurer from $20,000.00 to $22,000.00 
Stockbridge Township Trustee from $100.00 a meeting 
and $50.00 an additional meeting to $3,500.00 a year 
Sommer Second Roll Call Vote Wireman Yes, Wetherell 
Yes, Sommer Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township 
Board monthly bills in the amount of $25,813.50 
Wireman Second All in Favor Motion Carried

Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board meeting on March 15, 2021 at 9:08PM 
Sommer Second all in Favor Motion Carried

BM

Waterloo Township Unapproved Meeting Minutes Feb. 
23, 2021

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m. 
Present: Lance, Kitley, McAlister, Walz, Morency {on 

Zoom). Also present: 12 residents. 
Public Comment: Pat Deanhofer stated her opposition to the 

rezoning of 10253 Territorial Road. Cynthia Richardson read 
an article on Marijuana being a gateway drug for some youth 
and adults. Kristin Owens-PA at Allegiance Ford spoke of 
infants being brought in to emergency unresponsive because 
of marijuana ingestion. Ken Pope wanted no marijuana growth 
facility and asked that Waterloo Township be kept clean for 
all. Lois Pope asked questions for clarity. Presumption has 
to do with being bold and overstepping proper ground and 
arrogance. Subtle pressure is being used to pursue the growth. 
Asked the growth of this be moved to somewhere that allows 
it. 

Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from Walz 
to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried. Kitley motioned with support from Walz to 
pay the bills as listed on the Post Audit report in the amount 
of $9,967.69. Roll call vote: Yes/Lance, McAlister, Walz, 
Kitley, Morency. No/none. Motion carried. Kitley reported 
that at the SAESA meeting issues with one of the tankers and 
the possible purchase of a new one. Cost and interest rates 
will be checked. No police report was available for Waterloo 
Township. Our new deputy is back on duty after knee surgery 
on the 24th of February. In his absence, he was covered by 
other deputies from Jackson County Sheriff's office. 

Correspondence: Lance read letters regarding the marijuana 
growth proposal for Waterloo Township from K. Sauve {yes), 
C.  
G. Lantis {yes), Stockbridge Township Supervisor, K. 
Witchen {yes), Sharon and David Houck {no).

Old Business: Walz stated that the Parks and Recreation 
Committee met in February. They plan to have new Parks and 
Recreation Plan ready for the board at the March meeting. 
Plans for Spring are being worked on. 

Lance motioned with support from McAlister to accept the 
Decker Agency insurance quote at a cost of $774.00 for the 
Workman's Comp part of the insurance coverage effective 
February 1, 2021. Roll call vote: Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, 
Lance, Morency.  
No/none. Motion carried. 

Millage proposal language will be ready for the board in 
March. 

New Business: Morency reported on the Planning 
Commission meeting held on February 16. Public hearing 
took place regarding the Green Road request from Aggregate 
Industries. Decision is on hold until next month because of 
questions that need to be checked into. Some changes will be 
made to the resolution document and will be presented again 
to the Planning Commission at March meeting. They denied 
the rezoning of Territorial Road because of Zoning Ordinances 
and Master Plan guidelines. Their recommendation was sent 
to the Board for final decision. 

Lance read the resolution from the Planning Commission 

which lead to their denial of the re-zoning of 10253 Territorial 
Road. Lance motioned whereas the Waterloo Township has 
received an application dated November 12, 2020 from Farmers 
State Bank of Munith for the rezoning of Parcel ID #000-05-
07-252-002-01, 10253 Territorial Road, Munith, Ml 49259 
from A-1 to C-2 resolution R-2021-02-16-1 which was read, 
showing two surveyed plots within an existing parcel. Parcel 
"A" of 3.50 acres, and Parcel "B" of 3.78 acres. There was no 
parcel split application on file. The rezoning application was 
accompanied by a justification letter dated November 12, 2020 
from the property owner (Farmers State Bank of Munith), the 
Waterloo Township Petition for Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
form and a Certificate of Survey (dated September 28, 2020) 
for the property, including the above mentioned "parcels"; and 
the Waterloo Township Planning Commission, after proper 
notification, conducted a Public Hearing on January 19th, 
2021, attended by a large number of people and receiving 
comments from seven residents of Waterloo Township in 
opposition of the rezoning request and one in support of the 
request (the applicant). The Planning Commission, following 
the procedures in the Waterloo Township Zoning Ordinance, 
reviewed and discussed the application, supporting material and 
comments from the Public Hearing and reviewed the comments 
documented on the application form by the Township 's Zoning 
Administrator, now therefore be it resolved that the rezoning 
of parcel at 10253 Territorial Road the Waterloo Township 
Board accepts the Waterloo Township's Planning Commission's 
recommendation to deny the request. Support from McAlister. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 

Aggregate Industries request regarding Green Road was tabled 
at the Planning Commission meeting until March 16 meeting. 
Lance motioned with support from Walz to recognize and accept 
the Poverty Exemption Guidelines resolution #R-21-2-23-1 
for 2021 as requested by the county and presented. Aye/all; no/
none. Motion carried. 

Other Business That Comes Before The Board: Lance 
motioned with support from Morency to have Board members 
signify by saying yay or nay to their vote of confidence and 
support of the original ordinance to "Opt Out" Ordinance from 
#18-12-20-1 to not allow marijuana growth facilities in our 
Township. Roll call vote: Yes/Morency, Lance, Kitley. No/Walz, 
McAlister. 

Public Comment: Mallory Glenn read a letter of support from 
John and Andy Sweet for the marijuana growth. The letter is 
available for viewing at Township office. Cynthia Richardson 
questioned whether or not a letter had been received via fax and 
was told yes. Bill Richardson thanked the board for their vote on 
the marijuana growth facility issue. 

Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
adjourn at 8:04 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, 
March 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The next regular Board meeting 
will be on Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will 
be published in the Stockbridge Community News at the end 
of each month, on our website and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.  
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Counil Meeting Unapproved Minutes\ 

March 1, 2021
Meeting called to order by President Pro-Tem 

Cattell at 7:00 pm via Zoom Meeting. Roll 
Call: PRESENT: Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell 
(Residence, Stockbridge) Trustee Richard 
Mullins (Residence, Stockbridge) Trustee 
Kim Morehouse (Residence, Stockbridge)
Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla (Residence, 
Stockbridge) Trustee Greg Uihlein (Residence, 
Stockbridge) Trustee Anne Moceri (Residence, 
Stockbridge) ABSENT: President Molly Howlett 
Others Present:  Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk 
John Gormley, Village Attorney, Police Chief 
John Torres, David Dillard, Department of 
Public Works, Larry And Mary Krummery, 
Stockbridge Resident, Patrice Drainville, 111W. 
Main Street, Citizens were also present; Pledge 
of Allegiance President Pro-Tem Cattell led 
the pledge of allegiance. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by 
Mullins, APPROVED; the March 1, 2021 
agenda as amended to add New Business DPW 
Update, Franchise Agreement Ordinance, 
111 W. Main Street.AYES: Mullins, Cattell, 
Quintanilla, Morehouse, Moceri, Uihlein, 
Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Howlett 
MOTION PASSED Approval of Minutes of 
February 1, 2021 and Special Minutes February 
24, 2021 MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, APPROVED; the minutes from 
March 18, 2021.AYES: Cattell, Quintanilla, 
Mullins, Moceri, Uihlein, Morehouse NAYS: 
None ABSENT: Howlett MOTION PASSED 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED; the special minutes from February 
24, 2021.AYES: Moceri, Morehouse, Uihlein, 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Mullins NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Howlett MOTION PASSED Public 
Comment – None FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Accounts Payable MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the 
accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. 

AYES: Quintanilla, Uihlein, Mullins, Cattell, 
Moceri, Morehouse NAYS: None ABSENT: 
Howlett MOTION PASSED President Report 
President Pro-Tem Cattell updated the council 
on ongoing projects.NEW BUSINESS Larry 
and Mary Krummery Parcel 33-42-16-26-302-
001 MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by 
Morehouse, APPROVED; table the discussion 
of Parcel 33-42-16-26-302-001.AYES: Moceri, 
Morehouse, Cattell, Mullins, Uihlein, Quintanilla 
NAYS: None ABSENT: Howlett MOTION 
PASSED Amend the Agenda MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; move 
DPW Discussion, David Dillard to the next item 
of discussion.AYES: Mullins, Cattell, Uihlein, 
Morehouse, Moceri NAYS: Quintanilla ABSENT: 
Howlett MOTION PASSED Consumers Energy 
Franchise Agreement MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; table 
Ordinance No. 2021.03.001 Consumers Energy 
Franchise Agreement until the Village Attorney 
reviews the ordinance. AYES: Cattell, Quintanilla, 
Mullins, Moceri, Uihlein, Morehouse NAYS: 
None ABSENT: Howlett MOTION PASSED 
Fire Suppression Rates MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; 
to table the Fire Suppression Rates. AYES: 
Morehouse, Uihlein, Moceri, Mullins, Quintanilla, 
Cattell NAYS: NoneABSENT: Howlett MOTION 
PASSED President Pro-Tem Cattell scheduled 
a Special Meeting for the Consumers Energy 
Franchise Ordinance and the Fire Suppression 
Rates for March 8, 2021 at 7:00pm.
Public Comment None ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 
9:58pm. AYES: Quintanilla, Uihlein, Morehouse, 
Mullins, Moceri, Cattell NAYS: None ABSENT: 
Howlett MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk

 

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Special Council Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes
March 18, 2021

Meeting called to order by 
President Pro-Tem at 7:00 pm 
via Zoom Meeting. Roll Call: 

PRESENT: Pro-Tem Frederick 
Cattell (Residence, Stockbridge) 

Trustee Kim Morehouse 
(Residence, Stockbridge) Trustee 
Chadwick Quintanilla (Residence, 
Stockbridge) Trustee Greg Uihlein 
(Residence, Stockbridge) Trustee 

Richard Mullins (Residence, 
Stockbridge) ABSENT: President 

Molly Howlett, Trustee Anne 
Moceri Others Present: Debbie 
Nogle, Village Clerk Citizens 
were also present. Pledge of 

Allegiance President Pro Tem 
Cattell led the pledge of allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by 

Morehouse, APPROVED; the 
March 18, 2021 Special Agenda. 

AYES: Cattell, Morehouse, 
Uihlein, Quintanilla, Mullins, 

NAYS: None ABSENT: Howlett, 
Moceri MOTION PASSED Public 

Comment – None NEW BUSINESS 
Local Government MLCC Approval 
Form: 111 W. Main Street MOTION 

by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED 
by Uihlein, APPROVED; that 
the application be considered 
for approval by the Michigan 

Liquor Control Commission from 
Simmons Properties for a Class 
C License to be located at 111 

W. Main Street, Stockbridge, MI 
49285 AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, 

Morehouse, Mullins, Uihlein NAYS: 
None ABSENT: Howlett, Moceri 

MOTION PASSED Public Comment 
None ADJOURNMENT: MOTION 

by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by 
Uihlein, APPROVED to adjourn the 
Council Meeting at 7:08pm. AYES: 

Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Cattell, 
Quintanilla NAYS: None ABSENT: 
Howlett, Moceri MOTION PASSED

 Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk

 

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Special Council Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes
March 8, 2021 

Meeting called to order by 
President Pro-Tem Cattell at 7:00 
pm via Zoom Meeting. Roll Call: 

PRESENT: Pro-Tem Frederick 
Cattell (Residence, Stockbridge) 

Trustee Kim Morehouse 
(Residence, Stockbridge) Trustee 
Chadwick Quintanilla (Residence, 
Stockbridge) Trustee Anne Moceri 

(Residence, Stockbridge) ABSENT: 
President Molly Howlett, Trustee 

Richard Mullins, Greg Uihlein 
Others Present: Debbie Nogle, 

Village Clerk  John Gormley, Village 
Attorney Citizens were also present.

Pledge of Allegiance President 
Pro Tem Cattell led the pledge of 
allegiance. Approval of Agenda

MOTION by Quintanilla, 
SUPPORTED by Morehouse, 

APPROVED; the March 8, 2021 
Special Agenda. AYES: Cattell, 
Morehouse, Quintanilla, Moceri, 
NAYS: None ABSENT: Howlett, 

Uihlein, Mullins MOTION PASSED 
Public Comment – None NEW 
BUSINESS Consumers Energy 

Franchise Agreement MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by 
Cattell, APPROVED; Ordinance 

2021-08.002 Franchise Agreement 
with Consumers Energy. AYES: 
Morehouse, Quintanilla, Cattell, 
Moceri NAYS: None ABSENT: 

Howlett, Uihlein, Mullins MOTION 
PASSED Rates, Charges, Fire 

Suppression Resolution MOTION 
by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; Resolution 2021-03-
08 amending a previous Resolution 

Establishing Rates, Charges and 
Administrative Policies. AYES: 
Moceri, Quintanilla, Morehouse, 
Cattell NAYS: None ABSENT: 

Mullins, Uihlein, Howlett MOTION 
PASSED Public Comment None 

ADJOURNMENT: MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED 

by Morehouse, APPROVED to 
adjourn the Council Meeting at 

7:09pm. AYES: Moceri, Quintanilla, 
Morehouse, Cattell NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Howlett, Uihlein, Mullins 
MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk

 

UTPD Activity Feb. 1-28, 2021
Monday 2/1 - Fraud-Templer Ave./Doyle 
Rd.
Tuesday 2/2 - Assist EMS-W. M-36/
Livermore, Unattended Death-Location 
Undisclosed
Wednesday 2/3 - Property Damage 
Accident-M-36/Main St.
Thursday 2/4 - Animal Complaint-Kuhn 
St./Main St., Larceny-Main St./Cass 
St., Welfare Check-M.36/Kathryn Ct., 
Ordinance Investigation-Kathryn ct./W. 
M-36
Friday 2/5 - Larceny-M-36/Dutton Rd.
Monday 2/8 - Trespassing-Dutton Rd./M 
36, Intimidation/Threats-Livermore Rd./
Doyle Rd., Suspicious Vehicle-Livermore 
Rd./Doyle Rd.
Tuesday 2/9 - Welfare Check-W. M-36/
Kathryn Ct., Assist EMS-W. M-36/Bullis 
Rd.
Wednesday 2/10 - Assist Unadilla 
Township Fire Dept.-Spears Rd./Gregory 
Rd., Prisoner Transport, Assist EMS-
Unadilla Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Thursday 2/11 - Property Damage 
Accident Car/Versus Deer-Report At Webb 
St., Suspicious Person-Bowdish Rd./
Worden Rd., Property Damage Accident/
Truck Versus Deer-E. M-36/Kane Rd.
Friday 2/12 - Citizen Assist-Stockbridge 
St./Cass St., Assist Howell City Police 
Dept.-Grand Oaks Dr./E. Grand River Ave., 
Welfare Check-W. Trebesh Cir./Winifred Ct.
Saturday 2/13 - Animal Complaint/Injured 
Deer-Wasson Rd./Gregory Rd.
Monday 2/15 - Welfare Check-W.Trebesh 
Cir./Winifred Ct., Citizen Assist-Wasson 
Rd./Weller Rd., Suspicious Situation-
Dexter Pinckney Rd./Honey Creek Ct., 

Welfare Check-Arnold Rd./W. M-36, Assist 
EMS-Williamsville Rd./Doyle Rd.
Tuesday 2/16 - Assault-Location 
Undisclosed, Welfare Check-Arnold Rd./ W. 
Lakelands Trl., Assist Unadilla Township 
Fire Depart.-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd., Welfare 
Check-Holmes Rd./Williamsville Rd., 
Suspicious Person-Kathryn Ct./W. M-36
Wednesday 2/17 - Burglary-Livermore Rd./
Doyle Rd., Domestic Physical-San Luray 
Dr./San Marino Ave., Welfare Check-Arnold 
Rd./W. Lakelands Trl.
Thursday 2/18 - Welfare Check-Pleasant 
Dr./Kaiser Rd., Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./Bird 
Ln.
Saturday 2/20 - Property Damage Accident/
Truck Versus Deer-Wasson Rd./Bull Run 
Rd., Hazard-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr., 
Hazardous Road Condition-M. 36/Bradley 
Rd.
Sunday 2/21 - Welfare Check- W. M-36/
Graves Rd., Missing Person-Meadowpark 
Dr./Doyle Rd.
Monday 2/22 - Welfare Check-Wasson Rd./
Bradley Rd.
Thursday 2/25 - Intimidation/Threats/
Harassment-Rose Hill Rd./Spears Rd., 
Animal Complaint-Spears Rd./Gregory Rd. 
Warrant Arrest-Location Undisclosed
Friday 2/26 - Assist other Agency-Holmes 
Rd./Doyle Rd.
Saturday 2/27 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./
Roepke Rd., Hazard Road Conditions-W. 
M-36 Barton Rd.
Sunday 2/28 - Assist EMS-Holmes Rd./
Williamsville Rd., Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./
Van Syckle Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department
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Years later, the women officers were allowed to wear slacks.
During the time that Stephens worked as a corrections officer, visitors were allowed to enter the main building area. 
“I would stop to see Mom at the prison,” Stephens’ youngest daughter, Beth, added with a twinkle in her eyes, “and have a couple of my girlfriends with me. Later, my friends would 

ask, ‘Where are the inmates?’ I loved the look on their faces when I would tell them, ‘You were standing beside them.’” Beth purposefully omitted telling them that the inmates were 
trustees who had earned the right to work in the visiting area. 

 “No two days were ever alike,” the petite Stephens stated. “As a corrections officer, I mainly worked at the visitor processing desk. One of my duties was to do body searches on 
visitors. I found many different forms of contraband, drug, money, etc.” Grinning, Stephens continued her story, “I found contraband in many places from bras, hem linings, hair and 
children’s clothing. One time a young woman was acting nervous while holding her baby, and I noticed a large bulge in the baby’s socks.” Stephens discovered a bag of phencyclidine, an 
illegal street drug. “Sadly,” she said, “the baby was taken to Child Protective Service, and the mother was sent to jail.” 

“Over the years, I got so I could sense when one might be going to pass something to a prisoner, the feisty Stephens explained. “I would warn the visitor that they could cancel the 
visit and not be frisked. I couldn’t help myself, I felt that I should give these young visitors a grandmotherly dress down. I didn’t want them to think they were fooling anyone.” 

One of Stephen’s more comical stories regarding frisking visitors occurred when a woman turned out to be man. “A parolee came in dressed as a woman because he wanted to see an 
inmate,” Stephens chuckled. “Parolees are not allowed to visit inmates. I got good at recognizing strange situations. This was definitely a long way from my days on the farm.”

Another peculiar incident occurred when a trustee came to the desk with pink curlers on his head. Stephens giggled. “All I could do was laugh when he couldn’t tell me how he stuck 
them in.”

“One day while shopping at Fields Department Store with my girls, I spotted an inmate that I had waited on just a few days earlier.” Stephens continued. “I knew him by his inmate 
number, so I screamed it out when I saw him. I scared my girls, and they hid in the racks of clothes. My mistake,” Stephens confessed. “He had just been paroled.”

Stephens recalled one Nealy Buchanan, convicted of murdering a couple from Millville. “He had on his visitors list his wife and his sister. Turns out that his sister was really his 
girlfriend. The wife and girlfriend showed up for a visit at the same time. He fainted, so he wouldn’t have to deal with them.”

JSP had famous visitors and inmates during Stephens’ tenure. Billy Graham’s wife visited to counsel an inmate. Also, Stephens encountered famous people as inmates, including the 
movie star, Tim Allen; former Detroit Tiger Ron LeFlore; and the Ann Arbor serial killer, John Norman Collins.

Several major events took place during Stephens’ career at JSP. In 1975, guards watched in disbelief as a helicopter landed in the prison yard, and inmate Dale Otto Remling jumped 
aboard and went airborne in a matter of seconds. The occupants of the helicopter had cars waiting near Michigan106 and Meridian Road. The escapee lingered to spray Mace in the pilot’s 
face, and in the confusion, missed his ride. After a night of wandering the countryside, Remling ended up in a Leslie bar. There he was apprehended and returned behind bars. 

“As soon as I heard who had escaped, I immediately checked the visitor files, Stephens said. “I had processed the girlfriend for a visit the day before. Bingo, the girlfriend was arrested 
too. Crazy day!”

Another newsworthy, but sad chapter in Stephens’ work history took place during the infamous 1981 Memorial Day weekend riot. The three complexes of the State Prison of Southern 
Michigan at Jackson was operating with a skeleton staff. The remainder of the prison’s corrections officers were home as part of a mandatory, payless holiday for state employees. On 
May 22, two corrections officers were assaulted and seriously injured. 

The following day when corrections officers attempted a weapons search, prisoners went on a rampage. A full emergency was declared, and all off-duty guards were called in. During 
this uprising, most of the damage resulted from fires. The prison was locked down over the weekend, and then once the lockdown was lifted, a second riot started. No fatalities were 
reported, and no hostages were taken.

 “Many inmates with their belongings lined the perimeter fences all day to stay out of the riot and protect their possessions,” Stephens recalled. “There was a massive amount of State 
Police presence to help. It was eerie.”

Stephens’ worst day as a corrections officer took place March 24, 1987. Rookie officer, Josephine McCallum, was murdered and sexually assaulted, Stephens said. McCallum had 
been working alone. “Those sirens. They just didn’t stop for the longest time, and when they did stop, the silence overtook the entire room. I knew instantly something really bad had 
happened.” 

“I feel ‘institutional racism’ is chronic in our justice system,” Stephens said thoughtfully. “Blacks, Hispanics, and poor people get longer sentences, probably because of inferior 
representation. Overcrowding becomes a warehouse. It is dangerous for staff and inmates alike. There are many bad people in prisons. You have to be aware of your surroundings and 
trust your fellow officers. From day one, my fellow officers were supportive and protective of me. All of them were professional and respectful of each other.”

“I had several negative situations, but nothing like those who work behind the bars,” Stephens said. “Once an inmate grabbed my wrist and tried to pull me over the counter. Mainly 
there was the verbal abuse that I found more annoying than scary.”

The sprightly lady quickly recovered and added, “I loved my job and did it well, but I wouldn’t be an officer today.” 
The most amazing fact about Donna Kathryn Wilson Stephens is she doesn’t understand why anyone would refer to her as remarkable.

Stephens page 2

St. Joe's Chelsea administers 
5,000th COVID-19 vaccine

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea among world's best, 
according to Newsweek

Submitted by Bobby H. Maldonado
On March 3, St. Joe's Chelsea administered its 5,000th 

COVID-19 vaccine, less than three months after the first 
vaccination at the hospital. Mary Gullett, a 72-year-old from 
Manchester, was the excited recipient.

"I feel very fortunate to have received a vaccination 
appointment, and to be a milestone vaccine recipient at Chelsea 
is wonderful," Gullett said. She is one of the millions of people 
to have had COVID-19, and is grateful to have recovered. Last 
March, Gullett contracted COVID and spent several days in the 
hospital.

"I can't even explain how awful it was," Gullett said about 
her bout with COVID. She experienced severe exhaustion, 
dehydration, loss of taste and smell and hair loss. On two 
occasions, her husband found her passed out on the ground before 
being admitted to the hospital.

Gullett knows how fortunate she is to be alive, and is grateful. 
"I am so grateful for this vaccine. It means so much and is 
a true relief."

Submitted by Bobby H. Maldonado
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea appeared on the 2021 list of Newsweek’s 

World’s Best Hospitals, which was released online recently on the 
publication's website. St. Joe's Chelsea was ranked the second best hospital 
in the state of Michigan, according to the report. This is the second year in 
a row that St. Joe's Chelsea has been recognized with the prestigious award, 
which is presented by Newsweek and Statista Inc., a statistics portal and 
industry ranking provider.

Logo provided by St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea

"To be recognized again this year as one of the 'world's best' reinforces the pride we all have in 
our hospital and our ability to deliver high-quality care to local communities," said Nancy Graebner, 
president of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. "Here in Chelsea, our patients love the calming, personalized 
feel of our small-town community hospital, but they also recognize and appreciate that the medical 
care and services they receive are second to none. I would also like to congratulate Michigan 
Medicine, our joint venture partner in St. Joe's Chelsea, and St. Joe's Ann Arbor for also making this 
year's 'World's Best Hospitals' list."

Newsweek and Statista developed a complex methodology to ensure the quality and validity of 
the ranking. 

See Newsweek on page 25.
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Sarah and her snow pig. Photo 
submitted by Pastor Josh, Jeruel 
Baptist Church

Kate Ludwick's, snowperson, 
pictured with corgi Lacy. Photo 
submitted by Patrice Johnson

Third-place, $10 prize: Keturah & Moriah 
with their snow bunny. Photo submitted by 
Pastor Josh, Jeruel Baptist Church

Second-place, $15 prize Josie and 
her snow dog. Photo submitted by 
Gloria Donohue

Frist-place, $25 prize: Day care children with their 
snowperson. Photo submitted by Sarah Williams

by Hope Salyer
For the past three months, the Stockbridge Community News contest team has 

collected snowperson entries from area residents. With the first official day of 
spring behind us, SCN is proud to announce the winners of the 2021 Snowperson or 
Snowanimal contest.
• First-place winner: Sarah Williams' day care children will be awarded a $25 cash 
prize.
• Second-place winner: Josie and her snow dog entry will be awarded a $15 cash 
prize.
• Third-place winner: Keturah and Moriah and their snow bunny will be awarded a 
$10 cash prize.

Thank you to Dorothy Craft Sewing & Alterations and Roberta Ludtke for 
sponsoring the contest.

Heydlauff page 12

Three data sources were used for the evaluation: 
• Hospital recommendations from peers: an international online survey 
that included more than 74,000 doctors, hospital managers & health care 
professionals. 
• Patient experience: surveys measuring patient satisfaction with 
hospitals. 
• Medical KPIs: patient safety, hygiene measures, and quality of 
treatment.

The World’s Best Hospitals 2021 recognizes the best medical 
institutions across 25 countries: USA, Canada, Germany, France, UK, 
Switzerland, South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Australia, Israel, Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway, Finland, Thailand, Italy, Brazil, India, Spain, 
Mexico, Poland, Austria, Belgium, and the Netherlands.

Newsweek page 24

“She created a culture focusing on wellness, community 
building, and prevention. The quality of life in our five towns 
has and will continue to be positively impacted by Amy's 
commitment to our communities' well-being,” said Sally DeVol, 
5HF Board Chair.

Heydlauff has served as 5HF's CEO since its founding in 2009, 
and her retirement will bring to a close a remarkable clinical and 
administrative nursing career.

"Serving the five healthy towns has been my dream job — I 
can't even call it a job. My time in these communities stands out 
as my most satisfying work over decades of satisfying work. 
So many of you have been part of our accomplishments. I will 
leave as I came in — overwhelmed by the goodness of the people 
engaged with 5HF."

Heydlauff will stay plenty busy in retirement. She has long-
standing connections in the health care and nonprofit industries 
and hopes to continue to be an asset in those sectors. She is 
especially looking forward to opportunities with more limited 
scope and carving out time to attend to her languishing hobbies 
(hiking, water sports, gardening, writing, and connecting with the 
important people in her life). 

During her tenure, 5HF expanded its wellness center footprint 
and its annual wellness center scholarship giving to $50,000. It 
invested approximately $800,000 in each of the five communities, 
including infrastructure projects like trails, sports fields, 
greenhouses, and playgrounds, and programs like cooking classes, 
preschool education and SRSLY support. In all, the foundation 
has funded approximately 190 projects and programs through the 
wellness coalitions. 

Under Heydlauff’s leadership, the foundation also started 
Connected, the twice-yearly magazine delivered directly to every 
service area mailbox. The magazine focuses on the wellness 
work underway in the five towns and features many of the people 
contributing to wellness efforts. 

Recently, 5FH initiated One Big Thing, a major, mental 
health collaboration with Michigan Medicine's Department of 
Family Medicine, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea, Washtenaw County 
Community Mental Health, and local coalition members.

Heydlauff said, "I've benefited from enthusiastic support of 
our mission by successive boards of directors and our small 
but extremely hardworking staff. Our community members and 
organizational partners also brought significant value to our work. 
I can't wait to see what comes of the transition and resulting 
organizational evolution."

The board of directors will oversee the process of choosing 
Heydlauff's successor and has partnered with Michigan-based 
firm, HR Collaborative, to conduct a national search for its next 
chief executive.

“We are so grateful for her leadership and dedication,” DeVol 
said.
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“Leaving my home on a gurney in only my nightgown was frightening and cold. The speedy trip to Jackson on icy, snow-covered roads 
was frightening, and having a needle injected during the trip was downright scary.”

Beck said SAESA is often dispatched to address high-stress situations involving heart attacks or strokes. “The big thing with EMS is, if 
you have chest pain, don’t blow it off as indigestion. Let us come and check you out.” He pointed out that SAESA volunteers are equipped 
with the same monitors a person would find in cardiologists’ offices. 

“If you’re unsure, call us,” Beck said. “You have a window of opportunity. We’ve done fantastic things with strokes. But if you wait too 
long, then there’s no reversing the ill effects.” He added, “I don’t want to dog on men, but we are notorious for waiting too long.” 

Women may suffer “silent heart attacks,” Beck said and explained that their symptoms may feel less pronounced or vary widely. 
According to the Mayo Clinic website, women may experience chest pressure, a jaw ache, or shortness of breath. They may suffer abdominal 
pain or discomfort in one or both arms. Heartburn, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, or fainting—all can be symptoms of an approaching heart 
attack. The victim may even just feel unusual or have unexplained fatigue, possibly for days.

EFFECTS OF COVID-19. When asked how the COVID-19 virus has affected SAESA, Beck’s face fell. “Last April was absolutely 
devastating to the ambulance world because we weren’t transporting anybody,” he said. “We ran more DOAs [dead on arrivals] that month 
than I can ever remember, and I’ve been doing this for 30 years. People were terrified. They didn’t want to go into the hospital where all that 
COVID was, so instead, they stayed home and died.”

As he considered SAESA’s most recent experience with the pandemic, Beck said, “In the last two months, we’ve responded to an 
absolutely overwhelming number of COVID calls. Our big hit was November, December, and January. It feels like we’re starting to taper off 
a bit now.”

WHAT MOTIVATES AN EMS PROVIDER? Beck paused to consider the question. “You’re making an impact on somebody’s life, and 
hopefully, it’s a positive impact.” 

He concedes that often EMS situations are depressing. “We assist so many people in leaving this world that when we are privileged to 
deliver a baby and bring someone into this world, it’s a shot in the arm for the whole department.” 

Typical heart attack symptoms
• Chest discomfort or pain. This discomfort or pain can feel like a tight 
ache, pressure, fullness, or squeezing in your chest lasting more than a 
few minutes. This discomfort may come and go.
• Upper body pain. Pain or discomfort may spread beyond your chest 
to your shoulders, arms, back, neck, teeth, or jaw. You may have upper-
body pain with no chest discomfort.
• Stomach pain. Pain may extend downward into your abdominal area 
and may feel like heartburn.
• Shortness of breath. You may pant for breath or try to take in deep 
breaths. This often occurs before you develop chest discomfort or you 
may not experience any chest discomfort.
• Anxiety. You may feel a sense of doom or feel as if you’re having a 
panic attack for no apparent reason.
• Lightheadedness. In addition to feeling chest pressure, you may feel 
dizzy or feel like you might pass out.
• Sweating. You may suddenly break into a sweat with cold, clammy 
skin.
• Nausea and vomiting. You may feel sick to your stomach or vomit.
• Heart palpitations. You may feel as if your heart is skipping beats, or 
you may just be very aware that your heart is beating. 

Source: Mayoclinic.org

SAESA page 3

John Beck, SAESA general manager 
and lead officer of the Ambulance 
Department, discusses EMS services. 
Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Women may experience different symptoms
Women may have all, many, a few, or none of the typical heart attack 
symptoms. Pain, pressure, or discomfort in the chest are still common 
symptoms of a heart attack in women. However, many women have 
heart attack symptoms without chest pain. These may include:
• Pain in the neck, back, shoulders, or jaw
• Shortness of breath.
• Abdominal pain or heartburn.
• Pain in one or both arms.
• Nausea or vomiting.
• Dizziness or fainting.
• Unusual or unexplained fatigue, possibly for days.

Source: Mayoclinic.org

Volunteer Steve Gipe delivered a baby—on his own birthday, no less. 
“It was so exciting that I didn’t even realize I had delivered Baby Henry until I was driving home.”
“Every ambulance run is meaningful,” Beck said, “even those runs with negative outcomes because 

the actions of SAESA volunteers provide meaningful comfort and support to the survivors.”
READINESS. SAESA maintains three ambulances. Those in its paid, full-time Advanced Life 

Support Units are licensed paramedics, specialists, and basic emergency medical technicians. They are 
staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Thanks to a centralized dispatch system, both fire and medical emergency services participate in an 
automatic mutual aid agreement with neighboring areas. In addition, SAESA’s EMS utilizes “the closest 
car concept.” Since all the vehicles are on GPS trackers, Huron Valley simply dispatches whatever 
ambulance can reach the caller fastest. 

“If a call comes in from Henrietta Township, and Stockbridge is the closest,” Beck explained, “central 
dispatch will tone Stockbridge.” 

Of SAESA’s 42 volunteers and staff, 16 are state-certified to work in EMS. Seven are cross-certified 
in both ambulance and fire. 

“Cross-training is encouraged in order to be more efficient,” Beck said.
“All the volunteers help each other as needed,” Stowe added.
EVOLUTION OF EMS. Fifty years ago, families experiencing a medical emergency telephoned 

their local physician. Funeral homes were responsible for providing transport services to the hospital or 
funeral home.

Beck credited William Caskey, the now-deceased director of the Caskey Funeral Home, for initiating 
EMS on a volunteer basis here in Stockbridge. 

“Bill was making five to seven calls a day,” Beck explained, “and in the ’70s, EMS services were just 
emerging.” People took note of dramatic increases in survivability with faster treatment. A game-changer 
came with the deployment of “survival boxes” that enabled trained, emergency-response professionals to 
diagnose and treat heart attacks, strokes, diabetes, wounds and other life-threatening conditions. 

THE VALUE OF SUBSCRIBING. The website SAESA.org states, “If you or any family 
member living with you needs Emergency Ambulance Service, there will be no additional cost beyond 
the subscription fee for those residing in the four service areas. After you provide your insurance 
information, we will accept your insurance, Medicare or Medicaid payment as full payment.” The cost 
for a one-year household subscription is $35 ($30 for senior citizens). A downloadable subscription form 
is available. 

TO VOLUNTEER. Beck, who grew up in Stockbridge, admits, “I wasn’t always the model child.” 
He started as a local volunteer, he said, and worked in other communities to make a living. “When the 
opportunity came up that I could come back here and become a full-time employee, it was a great day for 
me, just to give back to the community.”

Beck said his entire family lives in the area. “It feels good to be in my hometown, to be there for your family and to know they have good EMS and fire services. It definitely 
does matter.”

To volunteer, simply pick up and complete an application for review. Training to become an emergency medical technician is not funded by SAESA and requires one year of 
training and two additional years to become a paramedic. 

“It’s intense,” Beck said. 
FUTURE PLANS. In 2018, SAESA purchased and renovated what was a vacant car dealership. Now, the fastidiously maintained and efficiently organized facility at 1009 S. 

Clinton St., Stockbridge, houses the fire and ambulance departments under one roof. Beck would like to see the facility offer an EMS training center in the future.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Lady Panthers make back-to-back GLAC 
championships in basketball

Grace Hall signed a National Letter of Intent to play basketball and 
volleyball at Lake Michigan College. Her parents are Tommy "Bubba" and 
Stephanie Hall. Photo from Stockbridge Jr/Sr High Facebook

by Keith Michaels
It came down to one game for all the marbles for the GLAC girls basketball title recently when 

Stockbridge traveled to Olivet for a winner take all matchup.
Olivet had handed the Panthers their only league loss in February, when a fourth quarter Panthers collapse 

and a 24-point fourth quarter by Olivet helped lift the Eagles over the Panthers 54-42.
There would be no second half collapse by the Panthers in the championship game, as they had their foot 

on the gas from the opening tip and routed the Eagles 64-26 to claim the GLAC title.
While the offense played well, it was the Panthers swarming defense that kept the Eagles grounded all 

night. They did not allow the Eagles three-point shooters to get open. The Panthers were everywhere, tipping 
passes, blocking shots, diving for loose balls.

They truly showed they wanted it badly from the start.
Grace Hall and Gwen Rogozinski scored six each in the first quarter to help the Panthers take a 13-6 lead 

after one.
Stockbridge struggled a little offensively in the second by missing some open shots, but Chelsey Asquith 

was four of four from the free-throw line and the Panthers were six of eight for the quarter as the lead grew to 
28-17 at the half.

The third quarter was an impressive sight as the Panthers left no doubt that there would be no second half 
letdown against the Eagles this time.

The defense smothered Olivet and limited them to just two points in the third, while the offense exploded for 21 points and a 
commanding 49-19 lead after three.

Rogozinski would score 14 in the third, including a free throw that would make her Stockbridge girls basketball all-time leading 
scorer.

The Panthers would spend the fourth quarter cruising and celebrated the victory and league title after the final horn.
Rogozinski now sits atop the Panthers girls basketball record books with 1,082 points. She passed previous record holder Tara Porter 

with 1,075. She finished with a team high 27 points on the night.
Kaylee Dalton finished with four clutch triples and 13 points, while Madison Mazuca finished with 11 points, including four in the big 

third quarter run that helped put the game into cruise-control.
Asquith and Hall both finished with six points and Brooklyn Rochow one, most at key parts of the game that helped the Panthers build 

their lead.
The Panthers finish 11-1 in the conference.
Stockbridge 60, Fowlerville 54 Seniors Chelsey Asquith, Kaylee Dalton, Grace Hall, and Madison Mazuca played in their last home 

game and made sure they went out with a bang. While the Panthers struggled from the outside, they made up the difference at the free-
throw line. Stockbridge was 17 of 19 from the line for the game. Rogozinski finished with a team high 22 points, while Hall finished with 
eight. Mazuca chipped in with seven, Alaina Kellenberger and Asquith six each, Brooklyn Rochow five, Dalton three, and Rylee Tolson 
two.

Stockbridge 53, Leslie 39 Rogozinski led the Panthers with 18 points, while Hall added 13. Mazuca chipped in with nine, Gracee 
Robidou six, Dalton three, Asquith and Rochow two each.

Stockbridge 58, Lansing Christian 27 The Panthers jumped out to a 19-2 lead after one and cruised to the win. Mazuca scored 10 
points, while Hall and Dalton each scored nine. Rogozinski scored a team high 17 points, while Rochow chipped in with six, Asquith four, 
and Robidou three.

Stockbridge 43, Lakewood 30 Panthers build a 23-9 halftime lead and cruise to the win over Lakewood. Rogozinski finished with a 
team high 17 points. Asquith chipped in with seven points, Hall six, Rochow five, Mazuca four, Tolson and Dalton two each.

Stockbridge 51, Perry 25 Panthers jumped out to 31-7 halftime lead and crush the Ramblers. Rogozinski finished with 11, while 
Mazuca and Dalton scored nine each. Rochow added seven points, Hall six, Asquith five, and Tolson four.

Stockbridge junior Gwen Rogozinski scored her 
1,000th career point against Perry and became 
the Stockbridge girls basketball all-time leading 
scorer with 1,082 points, passing former record 
holder Tara Porter with 1,075. She is pictured 
with her parents Caz and Nicole Rogozinski. 
Photo provided by Rogozinski family. 

Stockbridge 58, Maple Valley 32 Hall finished with 13 and Dalton 12. Rogozinski scored a team high 16, Mazuca nine, Rochow four, Tolson two, Asquith and Taylor Lockhart one 
each.

Olivet 54, Stockbridge 42 Olivet outscores the Panthers 24-10 in the fourth quarter to hand Stockbridge its first league loss. Rogozinski finishes with 24 points, including 10 free 
throws. Dalton chipped in with eight, Mazuca five, Asquith four, and Rochow one.

Stockbridge 72, Leslie 30 Panthers outscore Leslie 34-11 in the second half to pull away for the win. Mazuca finished with 18 points and Dalton 10. Rogozinksi scored a team high 
24 points. Asquith chipped in with eight, Hall and Rochow four each, Tolson and Kayla Surline two each.

Stockbridge 52, Lansing Christian 37 Panthers pull away with a 17-7 run in the fourth for the win. Dalton finished with 15, while Rogozinski scored a game high 19. Mazuca and 
Rochow scored five each, Hall four, Surline and Asquith two each.

Stockbridge 66, Lakewood 49 Panthers score 21 in the fourth to pull away for the win over Vikings. Rogozinski put up a team high 31 points. Dalton added 11 points and Asquith 
chipped in with nine. Hall finished with six, Rochow five, and Mazuca four. 

Stockbridge junior varsity girls finish season with a 15-1 record
by Keith Michaels
The JV girls basketball team wrapped up an amazing season with a 15-1 overall record. Their lone loss came to Olivet in overtime.
Stockbridge 81, Fowlerville 20 Alaina Kellenberger led the Panthers with 23 points. Gracee Robidou chipped in with 21, Maddie Dalton 15, Grace Burg seven points and 14 

rebounds, and Taylor Lockhart four points and eight boards.
Stockbridge 46, Olivet 42 The Panthers avenged their only loss of the season and handed the Eagles their first loss. Kellenberger led the Panthers with nine points, while Robidou, 

Lockhart, Kayla Surline, Dalton, and Brooklyn Rochow scored six each. 
See JV on page 28.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Panthers knock off Olivet in season finale

Andy Schlaff signed a National Letter of Intent to run cross country at 
Lourdes University, Ohio. His parents are Amy and Ralph Schlaff. Photo 
from Stockbridge Jr/Sr High Facebook

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge basketball team played one of its best games of the season in the season finale 

and came away with a 48-37 win over Olivet recently, spoiling any chance of a GLAC title for the 
Eagles along the way.

The Panthers used a strong start to take an early lead and were able to hold off the Eagles.
Jeremy Pilch scored eight first quarter points and Drew Philipp added four to help the Panthers 

take a 17-6 lead after one quarter.
Pilch would add four more in the second and the Panther defense kept clamps on Olivet and the 

Panthers would extend the lead to 26-13 at the half.
Olivet would get within 10, but Philipp would score five in the third and the Panthers would 

continue to pull away by leading 41-23 after three.
Noah Robidou would score five points and the Panthers hit four of six from the line in the fourth 

to seal the win.
Pilch finished with a team high 18 points, while Philipp added 12. Robidou finished with 10 

points, Riley Kennedy four, Brock Jones and David Kluesner two each.
Leslie 39, Stockbridge 37 Trailing 39-36 with seven seconds left, the Panthers were fouled on a 

three-point attempt. They were only able to make one of three free throws to cut the lead to 39-37.
Leslie missed both free throws with four seconds left, but the Panthers could not get much of a 

shot off as time expired and the Blackhawks held on for the win.
The Panthers were just eight of 24 from the line in the game.
Pilch led the Panthers with 17 points. Robidou, Philipp, and Kluesner scored six each, while Kennedy had two.
Stockbridge 58, Perry 39 Philipp led the Panthers with 22 points, while Pilch added 20. Robidou pitched in with eight, Kluesner and Kennedy three each, and Josh 

Casey two.
Stockbridge 52, Lansing Christian 33 Highlight of the night came when team manager entered the game near the end of the contest and made a running one-handed 

shot. Schlaff then proceeded to make a three-point shot and finish with five points. Pilch scored 14 first half points and Philipp 10 as the Panthers jumped out to an early 
lead. Pilch finished with 23 points, Philipp 16, and Robidou eight.

Lakewood 53, Stockbridge 41 Pilch finished with a team high 23 points, while Robidou added 13. Kennedy chipped in with three points, and Philipp and Kluesner 
two each.

Jackson Northwest 49, Stockbridge 46 Robidou scored 10, Philipp eight and Pilch scored a team high 21. Kennedy finished with eight and Kluesner three.
Stockbridge 42, Maple Valley 37 Pilch scored a game high 21 points. Kluesner and Philipp added eight each, Robidou seven, and Kennedy one.
Olivet 52, Stockbridge 51 Olivet scored the game winning basket at the final buzzer to pull out the win.
Pilch scored 26 and Robidou 18. Kennedy added four and Brock Jones three.
Leslie 48, Stockbridge 42 Four-point third quarter doomed the Panthers against the Blackhawks. Robidou led the Panthers with 15 points. Pilch added 12, Philipp 

six, Kennedy five, Jones and Kluesner two each.
Stockbridge 47, Lansing Christian 38 Pilch scored 25, including 17 in the second half to help the Panthers pull away from the Pilgrims. Robidou added 10, 

Kennedy seven, Philipp three, and Kluesner two.
Stockbridge 56, Lakewood 39 Panthers jumped out to a 19-6 lead after one quarter and never looked back. Pilch led the Panthers with 22 points. Philipp added 10, 

Robidou seven, Kennedy five, Jones and Kluesner four each, Casey and Danny Mahler two each.

Stockbridge 81, Leslie 5 All girls on the team scored in the rout of the Blackhawks. Robidou led the 
way with 28 points. Kellenberger and Burg scored 13 each, Julianna Debozy 10, and Dalton nine. 

Stockbridge 55, Lakewood 33 Robidou led Stockbridge with 17 points, while Kellenberger had a 
double-double of 12 points and 13 rebounds. Surline and Lockhart scored nine each.

Stockbridge 54, Perry 10
Dalton finished with a double-double of 10 points. Kellenberger scored a team high 19 points, Robidou 

nine, Surline eight, and Lockhart six.
Stockbridge 57, Maple Valley 13 Robidou led the way with 15 points, followed by Kellenberger with 

eight. Rochow and Burg scored six each, Lockhart and Dalton four, Debozy and Rylee Tolson two each.
Olivet 65, Stockbridge 62 OT Panthers’ lone loss of the season. Robidou led all scorers with 21 points. 

Kelleberger had a double-double of 15 points and 14 rebounds. Burg had 10 points and Surline six.
Stockbridge 64, Leslie 14 Robidou led the way with 18 points and six steals. Burg added 14 points, 

Lockhart nine points and eight rebounds, Kellenberger 15 points, and Dalton three. 
Stockbridge 67, Lansing Christian 11 Kelleberger led the Panthers with 21 points. Robidou added 14, 

Surline eight, Dalton six, Lockhart five, Debozy, Burg, and Rochow four, and Tolson two.
Stockbridge 63, Lakewood 33 Kellenberger led the way with 20 points. Lockhart scored six and 

grabbed a team high 11 rebounds. Dalton chipped in with 14 points, Robidou eight, Debozy five, Surline 
and Rochow four, and Burg two.
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Peyton Killinger signed a National Letter of Intent to play girls soccer at 
Spring Arbor University. Her parents are Jeremy and Kim Killinger. Photo 
provided by Killinger family


