
Jackie Scheller’s entrepreneurship gene inspires her to 
open local real estate broker office in Stockbridge

Pedestrian hit by truck while crossing 
the street in Gregory is identified

Annual Festival of Lights parade canceled due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, some events to continue

Information from Jodelle Sparks
In order to encourage social distancing 

and out of concerns for the health and safety 
of our beloved community, the Stockbridge 
Area Chamber of Commerce has made the 
difficult decision to cancel our light parade 
and several other activities of our Festival of 
Lights Event on Saturday, Nov. 28.

However, the event will still go on with 
the following activities:

Santa and Mrs. Claus could not forget Stockbridge and insisted on visiting the children 
and bringing goody bags too! Plus a reindeer! They will fly into town and arrive at the Eaton 
Community Bank, to meet and greet every child they can, through the drive-thru window of the 
bank!

And there's MORE...
9-5 p.m.
*Shop Small Business Saturday in downtown Stockbridge
*Holiday Hometown Chase (Started on Nov.14) see other posts for details.
2-5 p.m. 
*Santa & Mrs. Claus @ and Sponsored by Eaton Community Bank !  Goody bags for Kids!!!
*Santa's Reindeer @ Eaton Community Bank. Sponsored by Capital Area District Libraries 

-CADL/Stockbridge Branch Library.
*Outdoor DIY family photo opportunities at the Village benches around town.
*Strolling carolers throughout the sidewalks of town.
6 p.m. and ongoing thru December.
*Outdoor drive-thru- light show synchronized to music @ Stockbridge Bowling Alley thru 

December. Sponsored by Apex Clean Energy and Stockbridge Bowl.
For a full list of virtual events and shops downtown, visit the Stockbridge Area Chamber of 

Commerce Facebook page.

by Mary Jo David
The Unadilla Township Police Department were dispatched at 

4:39 p.m. on Nov. 7 to a single-vehicle-versus-pedestrian accident 
at the intersection of Main Street and Michigan 36.

The accident victim, Wilma Ketchum, of Gregory, was struck 
by a Ford F250 driven by Jill Katon, also of Gregory. According 
to Unadilla Township Police Chief David Russell, Katon's truck 
had stopped at the stop sign at M-36 and Main Street. Upon 
turning left at the intersection, her truck struck Ketchum, who 
was crossing the street.

Ketchum was transported to U of M Hospital in Ann Arbor 
and, as of Nov. 9, is reported to be in fair condition.

Unadilla Township Police were assisted at the scene by the 
Livingston County Sheriff’s Department crash investigation 
team, the Pinckney Police Department, the Unadilla Township 
Fire Department, and Livingston County Ambulance. The crash 
remains under investigation.

by Mary Jo David
Jackie Scheller, of Stockbridge, is a woman who has worn many hats, 

but her most recent “retirement hat” didn’t agree with her, so she decided 
to pursue her real estate broker’s license. Effective Sept. 14, 2020, Scheller 
founded Performance Realty with an office located in the Back Street 
Building on North Center Street in Stockbridge.

Many in the Stockbridge area have probably crossed paths with 
Scheller, whether it was in her teaching days, through her years as a 
Realtor, or when she was an owner of the Back Street Bar & Family 
Restaurant in Stockbridge. With such a varied background, how is it 
that Scheller made the decision to come out of retirement as a real estate 
broker?

“I have a lot of business background. Even when teaching, I taught 
business management, entrepreneurship, and marketing. As a third-
generation entrepreneur, I’ve owned a number of businesses. Real estate 
broker fits in well with my ‘serial entrepreneur’ mindset!”

Scheller has 25 years of experience selling real estate, the last 10 
of which she spent at Charles Reinhart in Chelsea and Rock Realty in 
Gregory. 

See Scheller on page 4.

Jackie Scheller, Stockbridge’s 
newest real estate broker, 
opened Performance Realty 
in September 2020. Office 
is located in the Back Street 
Building on North Center 
Street. Photo provided by 
Jackie Scheller.

Reign of the Munith Lions Club 
depends on community involvement

The Munith Lions Club 
co-hosted the Christmas 
sing-along with a visit from 
Santa in 2015. Photo from The 
Munith Lions Facebook page.

by Tina Cole-Mullins
The end of the year could 

represent the end of an era. After 67 
good years, the Munith Lions Club, 
which was chartered on Dec.12, 
1953, will be disbanding due to a 
lack of new members.

“As they say, all good things 
must come to an end, and no 
statement could be more true 
than this one concerning the 
Munith Lions Club,” President 
Glenn Buckmaster explained. 
“Unfortunately membership 
has dropped to a level that will 
not sustain the club activities. 
Numerous members who have 25 
to 40 years of service are ready to 
retire, and no replacements are in 

the wings."
Over the years, the organization has undertaken many 

community-based projects, including but not limited to hosting 
Monday-night bingo; supplying a weather alert system; collecting 
used eyeglasses, hearing aids, and cellphones; providing new 
glasses for students and adults; purchasing a reading machine for 
the visually impaired; and providing free smoke alarms.

Amid COVID-19 concerns, the Munith Lions announced early 
in the year they would not be sponsoring the 2020 Halloween 
Parade. This announcement was soon followed by news of the 
disbanding of the local Lions charter. In response, a small handful 
of community members reacted with interest in joining and 
becoming members.

See Lions on page 13.
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Staff Spotlight: Second-grade teacher Nichole Whitt is 
influential in early learning

Second-grade teacher Nichole Whitt 
says her husband, Dan Whitt, has been 
an inspiration to her since they met in 
high school. Photo from Nichole Whitt’s 
Facebook page. Photo provided by Amy 
Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Math, reading, and writing are some of the most essential skills 

learned in elementary school. Nichole Whitt, a second-grade teacher at 
Smith Elementary, loves her job and shows every day that she is up to the 
challenge of imparting these skills to her students. 

“I have the honor of interacting with amazing students and helping 
them learn and grow,” remarked Whitt, who has been teaching at 
the elementary level for 22 years—most of those in the Stockbridge 
Community School District.   

Whitt grew up in Fowlerville, Mich. Unfortunately, she endured 
a lot of loss in her childhood years. At 8 years old, her 
sister died, followed two years later by the death of her 
grandfather. Then, when she was only 13, her father, Glen 
DeForest, passed away. Looking back, Whitt remembers 
being surrounded by so much love and support to help her 
get through those years, especially by her mom, Kathy 
DeForest. Whitt recalls her mom taking on all of those life-
changing events and remaining strong for her children. 

“My mom taught me that strength comes in more ways 
than just physical strength,” the second-grade teacher said.

She attended Fowlerville High School, where she met 
high-school sweetheart, Dan Whitt, whom she later married. 
After high school, she completed her bachelor’s degree at 
Central Michigan University and earned her master’s degree 
from Marygrove College.

Dan has been an inspiration to Whitt since she was a 
15-year-old high-schooler, and over the years he has taught 
her what unconditional love looks like. Together, Dan and 
Nichole have three children: Faith is 20, Sylvia is 17 and 

Zane is 14. Whitt considers her children to be her greatest accomplishment. “I am proud of the 
people they are becoming,” she said. 

Amy Haggerty

As for life influencers, Whitt thinks, “Choosing just one person who influenced 
my life is too hard,” She further explained, “I truly believe that every person 
who comes into your life teaches a lesson.” For this reason, she believes her 
grandmother, friends, colleagues, her children and her students have all influenced 
her in many ways. 

The Stockbridge area has become Whitt’s home and she can think of many 
reasons she enjoys teaching for Stockbridge Schools. 

“I love it here because of the people. The staff are amazing, the children bring 
me joy and everyone I have worked with has made an impact on me.  I have never 
met such a hardworking group of people who truly want what is best for our kids.”

Her advice to Stockbridge students is something she learned from a young age: 
“Take everything that life throws at you and turn it into a lesson. Find what brings 
you joy, and do that thing. Let the losses in life become lessons.” 

Stockbridge Schools is fortunate to have this amazing second-grade teacher as a 
member of the staff. Parents appreciate Whitt because she is patient and gives her 
students the love and support they need. Nichole Whitt makes her classroom a safe 
place for kids to learn and grow. 

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 33 years 
in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with her husband and 
daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with family and friends.

Stockbridge light pole decoration winners 
raise over $3,000 for community

Information provided by Deanna Kruger
The winners of the 2020 Stockbridge light pole decorations were announced Nov. 4. 

Winners and total money raised were as follows:
• Good Manna for Dora's Cupboard, $1,058.
• Cathy Bliss for student scholarship, $759.
• Kruger family for student scholarship, $502.
• Simpy You for special education, $391.
• Uihlein family for First Robotics, $365.
• Elder Ridge for school lunches, $347.
• Panther Cub PTO, $373.
All groups combined raised $3,650 for groups in our community.
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Waterloo Farm Museum marks Native American Heritage Month

Native American history of the Waterloo Farm 
Museum originally printed in Michigan History 
Magazine in March/April 1999.

NOTE: The Waterloo Farm Museum believes in the importance of honoring those who came before us by keeping their stories 
alive through interpretation and education. In honor of Native American Heritage Month, which was in November, read the following 
article to learn more about the Native peoples of the Waterloo area and their connection to the Waterloo Farm and Dewey School 
Museum site.

by Brian Dewey
Long before there was a farm museum and long before the Realys emigrated here from Germany, there is an older 

history of the landscape and waters surrounding this Waterloo farm which spans back more than a thousand years. 
The Native Americans that lived here were well established and used the landscape toward their advantage. According 

to the field notes from the 1815 land survey done by the U.S. Land Office, two Indian trails merged on the museum's 
property in northeastern Jackson County skirting Markla Lake. 

These trails were two of many heading eastward toward the not yet established Detroit (founded 1701). One of these 
trails heads east and then eventually due south, connecting with the Great Warrior's Path and reaching the Gulf Coast of 
Tallahassee, Florida. These trails were a major source of highways for commerce, trade and news.

The author James C. Woodruff wrote in Michigan History Magazine about the great adventures of the famous explorer 
Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de LaSalle, who crossed lower southern Michigan and made a journey through the great 
Portage Lake swamp, where two Frenchmen from his traveling party took ill and encamped on the farm's property until 
they felt well enough to travel. 

LaSalle ventured ahead while his companions were recovering. Together, LaSalle and his Mohegan guide Saget 
discovered the head of this Indian trail. This trail is located on the farm museum's property. The eastern path led him down 
the Indian trail known today as Island Lake Road, leading him into present-day Dexter, Michigan, on Mill Creek. This 
was recorded in LaSalle's journal, April 1680. LaSalle followed Mill Creek, building an elm bark canoe and entered the 
Huron River by way of Mill Creek. 

 See Heritage on page 13.

Student of the Month: Stockbridge High School 
senior RJ Fillmore is a problem solver

by Cindy Lance
Stockbridge 12th-grader RJ Fillmore is at home in the high-tech 

world. He enjoys fixing things up and making things go, including 
robotics team projects, 3D printers, video games, boats and go-
carts.

“RJ is an incredible problem solver and excelled in Physics and 
Advanced Placement (AP) Physics," said Stockbridge High School 
teacher Bryan Tasior. "He is currently working on finishing (the) 
construction, wiring and programming (of) a large-scale 3D printer 
for the team to use as an independent study.”

RJ has attended Stockbridge Schools for nine years. During that 
time, he participated in the World Championship competition with 
the For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology 
(FIRST) Robotics team, and was a member of the SHS Soccer 
Team. He earned varsity letters in both endeavors.

The one-on-one nature of a small school district has made his 
academic career enjoyable, RJ said, and he likes the way everyone 

"RJ is an incredible problem 
solver and excelled in Physics 
and Advanced Placement (AP) 
Physics," said Stockbridge High 
School teacher Bryan Tasior. 
Photo provided by Cindy Lance

in the area knows each other.
RJ is the son of Joel and Kim Fillmore, and the youngest of three children in the family. He has 

an older brother, Ethan, and an older sister, Karlee. He believes his friends would describe him as 
encouraging, funny, ambitious, impartial and inventive. 

Because of all of his amazing high-tech, mechanical and problem-solving skills, it's no surprise 
that RJ's favorite subjects are physics and robotics. He aspires to become a computer engineer or a 
video game designer and his long-term goal is to be able to retire early.
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heading off to MSU and graduating with a bachelor’s degree. 
After receiving his master’s degree in social work from University of Michigan, he worked for 

and retired from the state of Michigan where he served in the area of social work.
“Chuck Wisman is a homegrown community treasure,” said Bruce Wm. Brown, founding 

and returning SAEF board member, 2000-13 and 2016-19. “As a Lion and as a SAEF foundation 
member, he is always active supporting the community. If you thank Chuck for the good things he 
does, he may be a bit self-conscious because he doesn’t work for praise or personal gain. Chuck is 
intrinsically altruistic, and the world needs more people like him.”

Founding SAEF member Jill Peck (2000-2013) said, “When Chuck joined the board in 2008, 
he immediately made an impact and quickly moved into leadership roles on the board. Chuck’s 
willingness to assist in any manner needed as well as his calm, steady and wise input have helped 
solidify the SAEF as a lasting support for the Stockbridge Community. All who have served with 
Chuck on the SAEF board were witness to his dedication to this community.” 

Long-term SAEF member Judy Williams, 2005-2017, said, “I had the privilege of working with 
Chuck for nine years. His helpfulness, good humor and ability to tackle difficult projects will make 
him hard to replace.”

Thank you, Chuck Wisman, for service to SAEF

Chuck Wisman is shown 
at the Festival of Tables in 
2018. Photo credit Jennifer 
Hammerberg

by Jennifer Hammerberg
Chuck Wisman, after serving the maximum number of terms on the 

board of directors of the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation—a 
total of 12 years—is stepping down. Members of SAEF’s board 
were quick to express their gratitude to Wisman for his service to 
the organization whose mission is to fund programs and projects that 
create or enhance educational opportunities for residents within the 
Stockbridge Community School District. 

“Chuck has served as president and vice president as well as doing 
countless things behind the scenes,” said Jennifer Hammerberg, 
SAEF’s president. “He has been a key driver of the successful raffles, 
a careful monitor of donations and an invaluable team member for our 
main fundraiser the Festival of Tables.” 

Wisman and wife Nancy live on a farm outside Stockbridge where 
Wisman grew up. He graduated Stockbridge High School before 

Friend and fellow Lions Club member Mike St. Dennis has known Chuck for 
years and describes other ways Chuck has been active in the community. “Chuck has 
been the Sight & Hearing Chairman [for the Stockbridge Lions Club] for as long as 
I can remember. For over 30 years he helped folks, through Lions, obtain eyeglasses 
and hearing aids. Or steer them to other agencies that could help facilitate their 
needs. He was also a great help to the bingo team, especially after John Ocwieja 
moved from Stockbridge.”

“Chuck, we are all going to miss you!” Hammerberg added. “Thank you for all 
you have done for your community.” 

“The freedom of managing my own team was 
appealing, so I decided to pursue my broker’s license.”

Pursuing that license in 2020, in the midst of a 
pandemic, was not easy. “If not for the pandemic, I would 
have been able to open my business two months earlier,” 
the newly minted broker speculated. “Just getting to take 
the test was an ordeal because the testing group was only 
open for testing medical personnel during part of the 
pandemic.” Scheller also cited holdups at the state level as 
the state of Michigan updated its website and then had to 
deal with a backlog of applications.

But all of the red tape is behind her, and Performance 
Realty is focused solely on clients in both the residential 
and commercial real estate markets. She is joined by 

Scheller page 1

Jackie Scheller, Stock-
bridge’s newest real 
estate broker, opened 
Performance Realty in 
September 2020. Office 
is located in the Back 
Street Building on North 
Center Street. Image pro-
vided by Jackie Scheller

licensed Realtors Robyn Sludock and Mary Wolff. Looking ahead, Scheller projects 
that in the next year she will be expanding her license to sell real estate in the Tampa 
area of Florida as well.

To reach out to Jackie Scheller at Performance Realty, call 734-707-8774 or 
email scheller.performancerealty@gmail.com. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
please call ahead for an appointment. To learn more, you can visit www.
performancerealtymi.com or the broker’s Facebook page at Jackie Scheller Real Estate.
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Ask an Expert: Reaching a good 
settlement after an accident

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Car accidents are difficult enough to deal with, but in the aftermath, 

you and your insurance company will need to agree on a fair payout 
for the damage to your vehicle. The insurer typically has the upper 
hand in this process, since it deals with claims every day — while you 
may be handling your first negotiation.

Here's how to empower yourself to reach the best settlement you 
can with your insurance company:
• Research the cost of repairs. After the vehicle accident, you'll file 

a report with your insurer. A claims adjuster from the insurance company will estimate the cost 
of repairing your vehicle and will make an offer to settle the claim. To see if it's a good offer, take 
your vehicle to a body shop of your choice,  one that you trust to give a true cost of repairs to your 
vehicle.
• Negotiate in good faith. If the insurer's original offer isn't enough, you can negotiate. Prepare 
by figuring out how much you think is fair, based on your repair estimates. If the offer is below 
what you anticipated, try to keep a level head. Ask the adjuster to justify their offer, so you can 
understand the factors that shaped their decision. Once repairs have started, the body shop can put in 
for a supplement to help cover some of the shortage from the insurer.
• Working with a write-off. If your vehicle has suffered extensive damage, it might be written off 
as a "total loss."

That can happen when the insurance company says the cost of repairs exceeds the actual cash 
value of the car. What constitutes a total loss varies between states. A total loss also could be where 
damage only needs to exceed a certain percentage of a car's value. 

If you want to negotiate with the claims adjuster on this decision or educate yourself on total 
losses, you should find out which formula your adjuster uses. 

See Expert on page 14.
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by Jenna Chapman
It’s hard to believe that this whirlwind of a year is coming to a close. While the holidays might look different for your family this season, 

I still hope you have the chance to be grateful for good health. This year has shown us that the little things are the most important. If you’re 
spending less time in big groups this year, maybe you’ll have some extra time to pick up a book. Here are some suggestions to get you in the 
holiday spirit. 

One Day In December by Josie Silver
If you’re looking for a Hallmark movie in the form of a book, this one's for you. It is a fun, wintry romance set in London, which seems 

even more romantic since international travel is on hold this year. The story follows Laurie, who shares a magical moment with a stranger on 
a bus when they lock eyes through a window. She’s convinced they are destined to be together, but she never sees him again. Until she gets 
invited to meet her best friend’s boyfriend… and, of course, it is the guy from the bus.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

Five books to curl up with this holiday season

Jenna Chapman

You’re never too old to pick up this classic, especially around the holidays. Escape into the wintry world of Narnia with siblings Lucy, Edmund, Peter and Susan as 
they encounter a cast of fantasy characters. Through their adventures, they meet the Lion Aslan and are soon tasked with saving the world beyond the wardrobe from the 
White Witch. Since this is the first book of a series, you could spend the whole winter break soaking in these stories. 

Home Work by Julie Andrews 
"The Sound of Music" is a beloved movie to watch with the family, so why not learn about the behind the scenes of the film from Julie Andrews’ eyes. In her second 

memoir, "Home Work," Andrews recalls her time in Hollywood, including the making of "The Sound of Music" and "Mary Poppins." Co-written with her daughter, the 
book discusses both Andrews’ professional and personal life. Reading this book feels like sitting down with an old friend telling you stories. 

Mr. Dickens and His Carol by Samantha Silva 
A funny twist on a classic tale, "Mr. Dickens and His Carol" is a historical fiction book that follows author Charles Dickens. His latest book is not successful and 

people are always hounding him for money. It may look like he is living a lavish life, but he’s in conflict with his publishers and trapped in a total writer’s block. In an 
attempt to spark some inspiration, he ends up going on a Scrooge-like adventure himself. This book is a perfect read for Christmastime.

The Little Book of Hygge by Meik Wiking
Looking for some cozy inspiration this winter? "The Little Book of Hygge" (pronounced hoo-gah) is a guidebook to making your home and life happier. Hygge is a 

description of that feeling that overcomes you when you are perfectly comfy and content. For me, Hygge is sitting under twinkling Christmas lights with fuzzy socks on 
and sharing hot chocolate with loved ones. This little manual is written by Meik Wiking, the CEO of the Happiness Research Institute in Copenhagen. Since we tend to 
stay indoors during the cold Michigan winter, why not take the chance to make your home as delightful as can be? This book is a perfect place to start. 

I hope this holiday season is full of love and good health for you and your family. I know I’ll be spending some time with these wintry reads, and if you choose to 
pick up one of these books, I wish it will bring you joy.

Jenna Chapman is a Stockbridge High School graduate who loves curling up with a book or listening to an audiobook on evening walks around her neighborhood in 
Chicago. You can find more reading suggestions on the book blog she and her partner have on instagram.com/neverdogear. 
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'Guiding Good Choices': A dynamic way to connect with your children
by Joan Tucker
Raising children is the most challenging job faced by all parents.  There's a lot of literature available out there, but it is hard to know what would work best and be a 

good fit for the family. Then, there's the difficulty of finding the time to read it during busy and stressful days.
As a result, many parents  use examples from their own experiences when raising children.  Cultural and religious beliefs have an impact on child rearing as 

well. Along with the distractions of technology, changing expectations, daily stresses of work and home education, little time is left for parents to have meaningful 
conversations with their children.  That’s where a program such as "Guiding Good Choices" can help.

"Guiding Good Choices" was developed after 30 years of research by J. David Hawkins, Ph.D.; and Richard F. Catalano, Ph.D., both of the University of Washington.  
They observed that child-rearing practices, attitudes, values and behaviors of parents greatly influence how children express themselves.  Children with self-confidence 
and resiliency make better choices involving risky behavior such as experimenting with drugs and alcohol or participating in reckless behavior.  Confident children also 
have the skills to say no to activities that put them at risk.

The "Guiding Good Choices" program has five sessions to help parents of children, ages 9-14, develop stronger bonds and prevent the need to interact later.  They are:
• Session 1:  Planning a Family Meeting
• Session 2:  Developing Healthy Beliefs and Clear Standards
• Session 3:  Learning Refusal Skills
• Session 4:  Managing Conflict
• Session 5:  Strengthening Family Bonds
These free parent workshops are sponsored by a partnership of SRSLY, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea and the Community Mental Health Partnership of Southeast 

Michigan.
Currently these interactive sessions are virtual via Zoom, but when the COVID situation  improves, parents could attend programs in person.  To get more 

information, email ggc@srslycoalition.org or call 734-593-6806.    
The "Guiding Good Choices" program gives families the tools to open communication and set expectations while keeping individual family style, cultural and 

religious beliefs in mind. Happy and respected youths are empowered to make good choices, something we all want for our children.
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Stockbridge Township Unapproved Meeting 
Minutes Nov. 16, 2020

Stockbridge Township Trustee Terry Sommer  
called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting to order On November 16, 2020 at 
7:40PM at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Meeting, Clerk Becky Muraf, , Trustee 
Terry Sommer, Trustee Ed Wetherell Member 
Absent. Supervisor CG Lantis , Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner 
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Muraf Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Agenda as printed 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion Carried.
Citizen Comments: None
Muraf motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Minutes as printed 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Financial report as printed from April 
1, 2020 to November 16, 2020 Wetherell Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Auditor Ken Palka 

from Pfeffer, Hanniford & Palka went over 
the Stockbridge Township Board yearly Audit. 
Stockbridge Township is in good Financial 
position Audit looks good and no areas of 
concern.
Old Business
None
New Business
Muraf motion to allow MISSAR to put a 

Revolutionary Grave marker and plaque on Mr 
Wheatons  grave site and A Plaque at the front of 
North Stockbridge Cemetery Wetherell Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to remove Kris Lauckner from 

All Stockbridge Township bank accounts and add 
James Wireman on to all bank accounts. Wetherell 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to remove Kris Lauckner from 

all Stockbridge Township CD and add James 
Wireman to all CD Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Muraf motion to remove Kris Lauckner from 

Stockbridge Township Safety Deposit Box 
and add on James Wireman to the Stockbridge 
Township Safety Deposit Box Wetherell Second 
all in Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to increase Deputy Clerk pay 

from $15.00 an hour to $20.00 an hour Wetherell 
Second Roll Call Vote Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, 
Sommer Yes, All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Treasurer James Wireman 

has chosen Samantha Sanchez as Deputy 
Treasurer, Stockbridge Township Clerk has 
chosen Amanda Urquhart as Deputy Clerk 
Muraf motion to pay the Stockbridge Township 

Board monthly bills in the amount of $23,968.09 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comment Discussion
Sommer motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Board Regular meeting at 8:23pm 
Muraf Second Meeting Adjourn 
BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Minutes Nov. 2, 2020

Meeting called to order by President 
Howlett at 7:00 pm. Roll Call:  PRESENT: 
President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem 
Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, 
Trustee Kim Morehouse Trustee Chadwick 
Quintanilla, Trustee Greg Uihlein, 
ABSENT:Trustee Heath Corey; Others 
Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, 
John Gormley, Village Attorney, Police 
Chief John Torres Citizens were also 
present; Pledge of Allegiance President 
Howlett led the pledge of allegiance.
Approval of Agenda MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
the November 2, 2020 agenda as amended 
to add Police New Hire to New Business. 
AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Morehouse, 
Mullins, Uihlein, Morehouse, Howlett 
NAYS: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION 
PASSED; Approval of Minutes MOTION 
by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED; the minutes from October 5, 
2020. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED; 
Public Comment – There was public 
comment.FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts 
Payable  MOTION by Quintanilla, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
the accounts payable as presented by 
Clerk Nogle.AYES: Mullins, Morehouse, 
Uihlein, Quintanilla, Cattell, Howlett 
NAYS: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION 

PASSED;President Report President Howlett 
updated the council on ongoing projects.
DPW Update David Dillard gave the 
council an update. NEW BUSINESS DPW 
Full-Time – Jeremiah Gossett MOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; to hire Jeremiah Gossett as 
Police Officer, Part-time 16+ hours at an 
hourly rate of $16.50 per hour.
AYES: Mullins, Morehouse, Uihlein, 

Quintanilla, Cattell, Howlett NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Corey MOTION PASSED Water 
Treatment Plant MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; hire 
City Services to repair the broken water line 
at the Water Treatment Plant in the amount 
of $7,700.00. AYES: Morehouse, Mullins, 
Quintanilla, Uihlein, Howlett NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  Cattell, Corey MOTION 

PASSED; Cattell left the meeting at 
7:38 Cattell returned to the meeting at 
7:43pm; Public Comment There was 
public comment.Council Comments 
Uihlein – Wanted to know when the trash 
contracted ended. Would like to review 
the village audit. Morehouse– Discussed 
the cross connections.Mullins – Explained 
cemetery rates regarding township residents. 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Howlett, APPROVED to 
adjourn the Council Meeting at 8:17pm.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk

 

From the Capital Area District Library

The Stockbridge Branch staff wish you good health 
and warm thoughts for the holiday season. Photo 
provided by Stockbridge CADL

by Head Librarian Sherri 
McConnell

The Stockbridge Branch is 
bringing on the holiday feeling! 
This year we’re excited to 
work with Bethany Stone and 
The Painted Owl to provide 
painting kits with a wintry theme. 
Beginning Dec. 5, you can reserve 
a kit by calling the library at 
517-851-7810 or requesting one 
online at cadl.org/mytime. As 
always, we have storytime kits for 

preschoolers and craft and science kits for school-age children. 
We gave ourselves a few new presents as well. The strange, silvery object 

sitting outside the library is not a UFO— it’s our new book drop! Our old 
book drops were a fabulous green, but the new one is better at keeping 
out the weather and holds more items. Also new to the library is a sign 
designating a parking spot for library pickups. The library’s external Wi-Fi 
is so popular that we needed to reserve a parking spot for people picking 
up library materials. Our external Wi-Fi signal covers the whole municipal 
parking lot across the street from the library so there’s no need to park right 
beside the building for a good signal. 

The Stockbridge Branch staff wish you good health and warm thoughts for 
the holiday season. 

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 Wood 
St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

UTPD Activity from Oct. 1-31, 2020
Thursday 10/1 - Assist Village of Pinckney 
Police Department-W. M-36/Pingree Rd.
Friday 10/2 - Welfare Check-W. M-36/
Township Line, Assist Unadilla Township Fire 
Dept.-W. M-36/Dream Catcher
Saturday 10/3 - Suspicious Person-Church St./
Webb St., Assist EMS-Graves Rd./Doyle Rd., 
Shoots Fired-Spears Rd./Rose Hill Rd., Civil 
Complaint-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Monday 10/5 - Larceny-W. M-36/Pingree, 
Property Damage Accident/Car Versus Deer-
Dexter Trl./M-36
Wednesday 10/7 - Litter Violation-Bowdish 
Rd./Worden Rd., Assist other Agency-Doyle 
Rd./Van Syckle Rd., Suspicious Vehicle-M-36/
Dexter Trl., Assist other Agency-M-106/
Treelane Dr.
Friday 10/9 - Assist Unadilla Twp. Fire 
Department-Devonshire Dr./W. M-36, Citizen 
Assist-W. M-36/Barton Rd.
Saturday 10/10 - Shots Fired-San Juan Ct./San 
Souci Ave., Larcency-M-106/M-36
Sunday 10/11 - Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr., Disturbance/Trouble-W. M-36/
Graves Rd.
Monday 10/12 - Domestic Physical-Barton Rd./
Spears Rd.
Tuesday 10/13 - Assist Other Agency-Michigan 
Ave./Marion St., Citizen Assist-Meadowpark 
Der./Celestial Cir.
Wednesday 10/14 - Suspicious Vehicle-Unadilla 
Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Thursday 10/15 - Boating Complaint-Tamara 
Dr./Kaiser Rd.
Friday 10/16 - Property Damage Accident/Car 
Versus Deer-Williamsville Rd./Roepke Rd., 
Fall-Spears Rd./M-36, Suspicious Vehicle-San 
Marino Ave./San Juan Ct., Suspicious Person-

San Luray Ave./Williamsville Rd.
Saturday 10/17 - Conservation-Arnold Rd./W. 
Lakelands Trl., Assist EMS-McGaugh Ct./
Orlando Dr.
Sunday 10/18 - Assist EMS-Barton Rd./Spears 
Rd., Hunting Complaint-Arnold Rd./W. M-36
Monday 10/19 - Property Damage Accident-
Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Cir.
Tuesday 10/20 - Suicidal Subject-Location 
undisclosed
Wednesday 10/21 - Larceny-Livermore Rd./
Doyle Rd.
Thursday 10/22 - Assist EMS-Parkdale Dr./
Patterson Lake Dr.
Friday 10/23 - Civil Complaint-Livermore 
Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Saturday 10/24 - Property Damage Accident-
Wasson Rd./Weller Rd., Verbal Domestic-
Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Property Damage 
Accident/Car Versus Deer/M-36/Dexter Trail
Sunday 10/25 - Road Hazard-W. M-36/Dream 
Catcher, Assist Village of Pinckney Police 
Department-W. Main St./S. Howell St.
Monday 10/26 - Welfare Check- Kuhn St./M-36, 
Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./M-36, Assist EMS-W. 
M-36/Barton Rd.
Wednesday 10/28 - Property Damage 
Accident-W. M-36/Bullis Rd.
Thursday 10/29 - Property Damage Accident-
Roepke Rd./Doyle Rd.
Friday 10/30 - Suspicious Person-M-36/Dexter 
Trail
Saturday 10/31 - Disturbance/Trouble-Park Dr./
Kaiser Rd., Respond to Alarm-Williamsville Rd./
San Luray Dr., Assist Unadilla Township Fire 
Department-Bradley Rd./Plainfield Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department
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A glance in the rearview mirror: Decembers in years gone by and a special 
thanks to Genealogical Society

by Mary Jo David
Author’s Note: The “Rearview Mirror” columns depend on access to the historical newspaper archives that were previously kept on aging microfilm at the 

Stockbridge Community Library. To the delight of this author and, it’s safe to say, anyone who requires access to old newspaper articles at the Library, the Ingham 
County Genealogical Society recently took on a project to convert all of the old newspaper microfilm to digital (i.e., computer readable) .PDF files. Hallelujah! Not 
only is it faster and easier to access these portable files from any USB-compatible flash drive, but the files are also much clearer and more readable to the average 
eye compared to their microfilm predecessors. Special thanks to the Ingham County Genealogical Society for its efforts and to Stockbridge resident Rhoda McVay who 
donated funds to help make this conversion a reality.

10

• As reported in the Dec. 19, 1995, Town Crier: “MEAP scores, the need for a new bus, and a $4 million dollar bond election 
were among the topics discussed at the December 11, 1995 regular meeting of the Stockbridge Community Schools Board of 
Education.” While attempting to make the case for the bond, Director of Transportation Mary Lowe described how a bus with 
231,000 miles on it, used to transport kindergartners to and from school, had broken down 13 times in a 90-day period.

• The Dec 19, 1995, Town Crier also also carried a feature story about Hickory Ridge, a local farm on M-106 in Gregory. 
o The article reported that the farm has been in the Topping family since Gordon Topping’s dad, Norman, purchased the farm in 1928. 
o At the time the article was written, the Toppings milked 300 cows and worked about 900 acres to keep the cows in corn and hay. 
o Also in the article, “[Gordon] Topping informed us about another bit of local history. ‘Back in the 40s, my dad, Martin Hannewald, and Ted Fay organized the 

Stockbridge Artificial Insemination Association. It was one of the first ones. Jerry Runciman Sr. did the insemination.’ Martin Hannewald added to this local legend. 
‘Yes, I was Secretary-Treasurer of the Association for 41 years. And Jerry—well, he was the fastest inseminator in the country.’” 

o Along with interesting facts about the hard work of dairy farming, the history of Holstein cows, and the disease susceptibility of dairy cattle, the article described 
government efforts in 1986 to implement a “whole herd buyout” in the area to reduce the amount of milk on the market. This left Hickory Ridge as one of the few dairy 
farms remaining in the area.

• The Dec. 2, 1920, issue of the Stockbridge Brief-Sun carried an international story headlined, “Russian Gold Sent to Canada.” 
The story described the unusual transfer of millions of dollars of Russian gold bullion from a Japanese warship to a Canadian 
cruiser during a “near-gale…and the precious freight was transferred between heaves of rollers” off the Canadian Pacific coast. 
Upon docking in Canada, the bullion was unloaded and rushed “across Canada in a heavily guarded special train, disguised as a 

silk express.” After arriving in Ottowa, sleighs backed up to the train and the gold was again unloaded and, this time, taken to the mint. The story had previously been 
published in the Victoria Colonist “as part of the hitherto untold history of the World War.” (Of course, back then they were referring to World War I.)
• Not unlike today, back in 1920 local merchants were struggling to compete with outside influences. In the same Dec. 2, 1920, issue was a story headlined: The 
Community vs. the Merchant. “Many merchants in smaller towns are unable to successfully compete with the mail-order houses or with the city merchant.”  The article 
coached small businesses in how to win local business.

o  #1: The small dealer “has the means of acquainting his customers with his ability to meet their needs. He has a better medium in the local newspaper than the big 
merchant…because the small merchant is a part of the community and his advertisements in the town paper carry more weight than does the catalog.” 

o #2: The small dealer is “just as able to offer to redeem or exchange any goods not giving satisfaction. Often…he fails to state it.” 
o #3: Most importantly, “The big merchant does not possess. And never can. The opportunity to meet his customers face to face. The chance to make his personality 

and individuality count.” 
And at the risk of sounding self-serving, the article also mentions, “A judicious use of the home paper will prove to be the merchants’ most profitable investment.” 

• Under the headline School Notes, the same issue of the Stockbridge Brief Sun recapped a “very 
delightful class party” held at the home of Miss Helen Ives. 

o “Games, new and old, made the guests forget their troubles over the swiftly approaching report 
cards.”

o “The evening was brought to a pleasing end with a program of music and recitations as follows: 
Piano Solo, Lenora Tisch; Reading, Helen Ives; Piano Solo, Miss LaMore (rendered with the nose); 
Humorous Story, Raymond Dewey; Whistling Solo, Mrs. Hazel Ives Styles.”

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea offered free 
Thanksgiving meal to community members

by Hope Salyer
As in years past, members of our community who were unable to afford a 

Thanksgiving meal were invited for a free meal provided by St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many traditionally offered meals were unable to 
happen this year, like the free Thanksgiving dinner at Heritage Elementary School. 
The hospital was unable to organize a gathering, but meals were available for curbside 
pickup at the Chelsea Senior Center Thursday, Nov. 26.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea, wanted to wish everyone a warm and happy 
Thanksgiving.
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Superintendent's Desk
Dear SCS Families and Community,
My first week as Interim Superintendent was unique, and not just 

because of COVID-19.  Returning after seven years was reassuring 
because I found the district to be in good shape. It was also nice because 
of the people who work in the district. They make my work easier 
because they are so good at their jobs. And the new people I have met 
seem very competent as well. 

Still, returning was different. Due to a decline in birth rate and 
population mobility, we have 600 fewer students than when I came to 
Stockbridge in 1994. Staff numbers are 65% of those when we were 

Bruce Brown

at the peak of our enrollment. We also have fewer buildings now that the middle school, Katz, and 
Howlett are no longer in use by our school district. 

I am pleased with the schools our students now attend. Our present three schools are well 
designed and well matched to our student and staff needs. It was not always so. I have appreciation 
for each school board member who served our community over the last 25 years. Appreciation for 
the foresightful way they have planned to ensure that our school buildings and instruction remain 
current with the times.

As Interim Superintendent, my job is to maintain stability until the school board chooses a new 
superintendent. That process is set to start in January. 

To be a successful Interim, I need help from our community with two major things. The first 
is patience during this unprecedented strangeness as we manage COVID-19 in our schools. The 
second is to keep students in their masks when they are with their friends in and out of school. 

Our ability to deliver quality instruction is closely related to student exposures and infections. 
Our health department defines exposure as 15 minutes of contact 6 feet or less from a person who 
has tested positive. Masks, distancing, and hand washing are not only effective in slowing the 
spread, but they are primary tools to help us maintain student and staff safety.

Sincerely,
Bruce Brown
Interim Superintendent
Stockbridge Community Schools
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Article by Mary Jo David
You hear it from family and friends, on the radio and in social media. “This year, more than ever, shop local.” The “Local First” mantra has been 

circulating for years, but this year, while everyone is feeling the pinch in the midst of a pandemic, local businesses seem to be feeling it more. And in 
the same way countless people are trying to support our first responders during this unprecedented time, shoppers are trying to stay local to help small 
businesses. 

Many small businesses—too many to name—make up the area in and around Stockbridge. One in particular is putting its best foot forward during this 
holiday shopping season to show that COVID-19 cannot keep a good retailer down. Country Petals, owned by Patty Young and her daughter Sara Dancer, 
is located at 124 E. Main St. in Stockbridge and is part gift shop, part florist.

This local store just finished hosting its annual Winter Wonderland Open House on Nov. 13 and 14, 2020, and is decked out, from floor to almost 
ceiling, with holiday treasures, gift ideas, jewelry, and more. For a small shop, it uses every inch of available space to tastefully display eye-catching 
merchandise. You’d never guess that prior to Country Petals’ opening in 2007, this same property housed a real-estate office in front and a lightbulb 

Enjoy some retail therapy and keep holiday shopping local at Country Petals 

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

company in the back!
While you would expect that a majority of their customers are from Stockbridge and 

its surrounding environs, Young noted that more of their shoppers come from a little bit 
farther away, areas like Brighton, Novi, Lansing, Mason, Chelsea, and Jackson, to name a 
few. “We also get the occasional out-of-staters who are passing through or visiting people 
locally,” Young explained. 

Virtually all of the business for this gift and flower shop results from word of mouth. A 
Michigan State advertising graduate, Dancer points out that the only advertising the shop 
does is maintaining its Facebook page, which has more than 1,000 followers. 

“It’s a great store!” exclaimed customer Linda Sanders from nearby Gregory. 
“Sometimes we just stop in to see Daisy (Dancer’s golden retriever pup), but even then we 
come out with the cutest gifts—candles, socks, jewelry—there’s always something that 
catches your eye.”  

Lou Ann Rowse, a customer who hails from the Plainfield area, is a shopper at heart. 
Almost like therapy, shopping relaxes her, especially when she finds just what she’s looking 
for. No surprise, then, that Rowse loves shopping at Country Petals. “They’re friendly and 
kind, and if you need something special, they’ll order it. The few times I’ve had to return 
something have never been a problem.”

Young and Dancer’s skills complement each other as Young loves to immerse herself in 
the gift shop side of the business and Dancer has a passion for all things floral. In addition 
to working well together, this mother-daughter team works hard. 

See Petals on page 13.At Country Petals, the team of Young and Dancer work many extra hours to maximize their 
sales space with eye-catching displays. Photo credit Sara Dancer
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“Our favorite part of the business is 
the people,” Dancer said. “We love seeing 
familiar faces every day and getting to chat 
with people.” But that’s only half the story. 
Young and Dancer both work about 60 to 80 
hours a week. Considering the storefront is 
open just over 30 hours a week, that’s a LOT 
of extra time spent buying, setting up and 
taking down displays, creating arrangements, 
minding the books, and so forth.

Revenue-wise both sides of the business 
contribute equally to its success. “We 
couldn’t make it if we just had the gift shop 
or just had the flower shop,” Dancer said. 
During the early months of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Country Petals, like other retail 
operations, was forced to close temporarily. 
The closure hit very hard, especially having 

Petals page 12

This mother-daughter team of Sara Dancer 
(left) and Patty Young (right) works well 
together and works hard to ensure Country 
Petals local shopping experiences are pleasant 
and worthwhile. Photo credit Mary Jo David
to be closed over Mother’s Day. According to Dancer, “The profits we make at Mother’s Day 
get us through the summer months and beyond.”

Aside from the masks worn by Young, Dancer, and customers, chances are you might 
enjoy a bit of quality time without even thinking about the pandemic as you browse through 
the festively adorned Country Petals between now and Christmas. 

If shopping locally doesn’t provide enough feel-good therapy, you might consider this: 
• Approximately $68 of every $100 spent at a local business stays in the community in the 
form of taxes for schools, infrastructure, and more. 
• Thinking about ordering your holiday gifts online this year? Think again: Americans’ 
love affair with online retail comes at a cost to the environment. In 2018, about 165 billion 
packages were shipped in the U.S.; the cardboard used to ship those packages equated, 
roughly, to more than one billion trees. 

As for gifting ideas, the proprietors at Country Petals have an important piece of advice: 
“Shop local whenever you can. It doesn’t have to be with us, just shop local!”

Country Petals. Phone: 517-851-POSY (7679). Email: countrypetals10@yahoo.com. On 
the web at www.cpfloral.com. On Facebook at Country Petals Floral and Gifts.

Sources: 
www.fundera.com: 13 Essential Local Business Statistics. Sept. 8, 2020.
www.forbes.com: What a Waste: Online Retail’s Big Packaging Problem. July 29, 2018.
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She 

and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 
Community News.

When asked how many volunteers would be needed to keep the charter active, Buckmaster 
replied, "We need at least 10 members, not only for board positions but for additional members. 
Currently we have barely enough to survive, let alone to keep the charter active."

With the recent new interest, Buckmaster has offered to host an informational meeting at a future 
date in the spring. 

"If you have interest and would like to come to an informational meeting, please send me your 
email or mailing address as our district governor would also like to send you information pertaining 

Lions page 1

to the club. We currently do not have a meeting date set but are hoping to have 
in the very early spring, with enough community support.”

To contact Glenn Buckmaster, call 517-474-0294 or email citoalive@gmail.
com. Without additional community support, December 2020 will mark the last 
of the Munith Lions Club meetings. 

LaSalle eventually abandoned this canoe and traveled again by foot on more of these intertwining trails, 
making his way to the present-day Detroit River, continuing on his journey, which was to return to Montreal.

Another feature of the great Portage Lake swamp at the farm museum is the incredible access to travel 
by water. Where the land trail ended, Indians could continue to travel by water, picking up their travels at the 
headwaters of Portage Creek, which was a local major water route for the Potawatomi villages, one on the 
south end of Grass Lake and two larger villages at Portage Lake.

Portage Creek was an important water route for these villages. By using the water route, they could 
travel all the way to the Grand River, where Portage Creek enters into the Grand River near Jackson. The 
water flowing westward allowed travelers to canoe this water route all the way to present-day Grand Haven, 
reaching Lake Michigan's shoreline.

Many Native peoples traveled these trails and inhabited the area. Some of the earlier travelers may have 
been members of the Fox, Mescouten, Kickapoo, Sauk. and more recently the Potawatomi nations/bands. The 
farm museum is a treasure of historical significance for many who traveled through and especially many who 
settled in the area. 

For more information on Native American history and traditions in Michigan, check out Nokomis Learning 
Center and Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture and Lifeways, 6650 E. Broadway, Mount Pleasant, 
Michigan; 989-775-4750; or www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing.

From Michigan History Magazine, March/April 1999, pages 6-15, "LaSalle's Walk on the WIld Side."

Heritage page 3
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  Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Paula Sawyer - died Oct. 31, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · Byron J. Stanfield - died Nov. 17, 2020 - Munith
 · Joan M. (Merritt) Kehres - died Nov. 17, 2020 - Webberville

Death Notices

Obituaries

Myrtle Sue Muraf
Sept. 1, 1933 to Nov. 1, 2020

Myrtle Sue (West, Moss) Muraf, age 87, 
passed away on November 1, 2020, under the 
care of Henry Ford Allegiance Hospice Home 
(Jackson, MI). She was born September 1, 
1933, in Royalton, Kentucky, to Crusoe Leo 
West and Dixie Mae (Honaker, West) Jones. 
At five years old, she moved with her family to 
Michigan. She left school in fifth grade to help 
care for her brothers and sisters but returned to 
school as an adult. She graduated High School 
with her daughter in 1971.

Myrtle made Stockbridge, Michigan, her home. She held different 
jobs throughout her life but ended her working career with 25 years 
as a teacher's assistant in the Stockbridge Community School system. 
She was a member of Crossroads Community Church and was active 
in the Women’s Ministry.

Myrtle was widowed on January 19, 1954, when her husband, 
Charles Raymond Moss, was killed in an automobile accident. She 
married Peter Alexander Muraf Jr. on July 30, 1955.

She was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Tommy Eugene 
West, and sister, Bethel Mae (West) Bradley. She is survived by 
her husband of 65 years, her four children, Steven (Gloria Cussigh) 
Muraf, Risha Kelly, Rebecca (Jerry) Turner, and Katrina (Randy) 
Griffith; Brothers, James (Margaret) West, Lowell (Kay) West and 
sister, Brenda Strouss; grandchildren, great grandchildren and great-
great grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and cousins. She loved 
family and family gatherings.

According to her wishes, cremation has taken place. A family 
memorial will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions for those who wish may be made to the Women’s 
Ministry Service at Crossroads Community Church. 950 S. Clinton 
St., Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Myrtle Sue (West, Moss) Muraf

It's helpful to show proof that the car is worth more than what the insurer 
estimated. For example, if the appraisal failed to fully take into account any of the 
modifications that you made to the vehicle, document those and show evidence that 
they may have raised the value of the vehicle.

If you still feel the payout offer isn't fair or you don't have time to negotiate with 
the claims adjuster, you may hire a lawyer to fight on your behalf. If the lawyer 
can help resolve who is at fault and get you a higher payout, then a lawyer may be 
worth it. But if the claim is small, consider taking on the work yourself.

Your body shop should be working for you. They will be able to guide you 
through the process. Just ask.  

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over 
the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa 
began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been 
working on cars for more than 75 years.

Expert page 6

Roger Barnett
1945-2020

Roger Barnett, age 75, of Stockbridge, MI, passed 
away at his home surrounded by his family. He was 
born in Salyersville, KY on February 4, 1945, the son 
of Clyde and Ethel (Watkins) Barnett. He married 
Wanda Davis on June 24, 1965, and she preceded him 
in death on May 4, 2020. Roger had a great sense of 
humor and he loved to fish. He enjoyed listening to 
Johnny Cash and Buck Owens. He would tell stories 
of his Alaska trip to anyone who would listen. Roger 
also enjoyed going back home to Kentucky to hike 
in the mountains and trails of his ancestors. Roger 
is survived by his children, Lisa Bramlett, and Steve 

(Debbie) Barnett. He is also survived by his siblings, Kathleen (Robert) 
O’Dell, Isom Barnett, Eugene Barnett, Ruth Ann Vanous, Brenda Runyon, 
Caroline (David) Davis, Terry (Dawn) Barnett, Jerry Barnett, Katha (Bruce) 
Maynard, and Patsy (Shawn) Fortner. Roger had one grandson, Paul J. 
Barnett, and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. In addition to his parents 
and wife, he was preceded in death by his siblings, Minnie Smith, Larry 
Barnett, Doug Barnett, and an infant brother. A Funeral Service was held 
on Saturday, October 31, 2020, 11:00 a.m., at Caskey-Mitchell Funeral 
Home, Stockbridge, with Pastor Jeff Howard officiating. Burial at Fairview 
Cemetery, Dansville, MI. Expressions of sympathy may be made to the 
Leukemia Research Foundation or the Diabetes Foundation. Arrangements 
by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Roger Barnett
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SAGHS update from President 
Laura Walsh

Article and photos by SAGHS President Laura Walsh
Members and friends of Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society,
I hope you are all doing well! It has been quite a while since you have heard 

from the society and I wanted to give a brief update on things.
Due to COVID-19 we have put our monthly board meetings on hold; the annual 

cemetery tour (usually in October) was canceled; and we have not scheduled any 
public meetings/presentations at this time.

At the beginning of April, we moved our holdings from the Stockbridge Activity 
Center to the historic Township Hall. We are now located on the lower level, in the 
offices previously used by the township. Things are unpacked and in the midst of 
being organized, as you can see from the attached photographs!

Once our monthly board meetings resume, they will be held in the new space, 
and general meetings will continue to be held in the adjacent meeting room. We 
also look forward to hosting an open house once things are organized and it is safe 
to do so.

Eaton Federal Savings Bank launches 
marketing campaign, donates $5K to 
Stockbridge Community Outreach

by Patrice Johnson
Eaton Federal Savings Bank launched a market campaign to build awareness of its 

new image as "Eaton Community Bank." Part of that launch included running a promotion 
whereby participants voted for a nonprofit of their choice in each community in which 
Eaton does business. 

A total of $9,000 was donated overall, and Outreach volunteer Jo Mayer was pleased to 
announce, “We won the contest, and they said the winners will get $5,000!”

From the CDC: Eight things to know 
about vaccine planning

from the CDC
In the United States, there is currently no authorized or approved vaccine to 

prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Operation Warp Speed© has been 
working since the pandemic started to make a COVID-19 vaccine(s) available as 
soon as possible. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is focused on vaccine 
planning, working closely with health departments and partners to get ready for 
when a vaccine is available. CDC does not have a role in developing COVID-19 
vaccines.

With the possibility of one or more COVID-19 vaccines becoming available 
before the end of the year, here are eight things you need to know about where 
those plans currently stand.

The safety of COVID-19 vaccines is a top priority. The U.S. vaccine safety 
system ensures that all vaccines are as safe as possible. Learn how federal partners 
are working together to ensure the safety of COVID-19 vaccines.

Many vaccines are being developed and tested, but some might be ready 
before others—CDC is planning for many possibilities.

CDC is working with partners at all levels of government to plan for different 
vaccines and scenarios. CDC is in contact with your state public health department 
to begin planning. State, tribal, local, and territorial health departments are critical 
to making sure vaccines are available to communities.

At least at first, COVID-19 vaccines might be used under an Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA) from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

There may be a limited supply of COVID-19 vaccines before the end of 
2020, but supply will continually increase in the weeks and months that follow.

The goal is for everyone to be able to easily get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon 
as large quantities are available. The plan is to have several thousand vaccination 
providers available so no one will have to travel far to be vaccinated, whether it’s at 
your doctor’s office, retail pharmacy, hospital, or federally qualified health center.

Learn about how the federal government began investing in select vaccine 
manufacturersexternal icon to help them increase their ability to quickly make and 
distribute a large amount of COVID-19 vaccine.

See CDC on page 16.

Heather Marks (left) from Eaton Community Bank presents a check for $5,000 to 
Karen Smith (right) for Stockbridge Community Outreach on Nov 23. Photo credit 
Paul Crandall
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If there is limited supply, some groups may be recommended to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine first.

Experts are working on how to distribute these limited vaccines in a fair, 
ethical, and transparent way. The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine (NASEM) gave input to the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices, which will make recommendations to the CDC director once a vaccine(s) 
is authorized or approved for use.

Making COVID-19 vaccination recommendations
CDC makes vaccination recommendations, including those for COVID-19 

vaccines, based on input from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. 
At first, COVID-19 vaccines may not be recommended for children.
In early clinical trials for various COVID-19 vaccines, only non-pregnant 

adults participated. However, clinical trials continue to expand those recruited to 
participate. The groups recommended to receive the vaccines could change in the 
future. 

Cost will not be an obstacle to getting vaccinated against COVID-19.
The federal government is committed to providing free or low-cost COVID-19 

vaccines. Vaccine doses purchased with U.S. taxpayer dollars will be given to the 
American people at no cost. However, vaccine providers will be able to charge 
administration fees for giving or administering the shot to someone. Most public 
and private insurance companies will cover that fee so there is no cost for the 
person getting vaccinated. In addition, people without health insurance can get 
COVID-19 vaccines at no cost.

COVID-19 vaccine planning is being updated as new information becomes 
available.

CDC will continue to update this website as plans develop.
For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines.

CDC page 15To the mom who had everything. 
From her favorite child!

Over time, my mother received additional 
Petit Point pieces to complement the circa 
1940s creamer and sugar set and the 
teapot gifted to her by her favorite child! 
Photo credit Kevin McMonagle

by Mary Jo David
As people age and downsize their 

homes, many have all they can do 
to find a place for the things they 
treasure. This might explain why, 
when you ask your mom or dad 
what they want for Christmas, you 
shouldn’t be offended or frustrated 
when they say, “I have everything I 
need.” 

My mom was known for using 
that line. Besides, she had me, so 
she probably did have everything 
she needed! (She also had plenty of 

other children, but only one favorite!) 
Mom and Dad became engaged right out of high school. As an 

engagement gift, my grandmother gave my mom a Royal Albert Petit Point 
creamer and sugar set. By then, the U.S. was becoming embroiled in World 
War II. My father enlisted to do his part for his country. During part of 
his training, he was stationed in Missouri. Mom traveled there for a long 
weekend, and they were married before he headed west for more training 
and then overseas to join Army Air Corps efforts in the Pacific theater.

As Allied nations concentrated their energies on winning the war, the 
production of English bone china was, of course, temporarily discontinued. 
Thankfully, my father returned safely when the war ended, and soon he 
and my mother started a family. Their priorities quickly changed from bone 
china to baby bottles. 

Even so, the creamer and sugar set was always displayed in a place of 
honor on the china cabinet shelf. One year, there was an incident. A certain 
9-year-old, who shall remain nameless, tried to sneak some loose change 
from a teacup on the china cabinet shelf. The whole cabinet fell on me…
oooops…I mean on “nameless.” Luckily, she wasn’t hurt, but she was sure 
she was in BIG trouble! Apparently, though, she looked so tragic lying 
under the downed cabinet that her mom ended up being more relieved than 
angry when coming to her rescue. 

Unfortunately, the poor sugar bowl fared less well and broke into at least 
six pieces. My dad, who had the patience of Job, managed to glue together 
all the pieces, except for one tiny chip that remained in the edge. And the 
creamer and sugar set resumed its rightful place on the china cabinet.

When I grew older and moved away, I’d ask every year what my mom 
would like for Christmas. Each year, I’d get that same stock answer about 
her having everything she needed. I took this as a challenge to come up 
with something that would really wow her one day! 

Forty-six years and eight children later, all my mom had to show for 
her china collection was that creamer and the re-glued sugar bowl from 
Grandma. Imagine my excitement when I noticed a magazine ad for a 
company that offered replacement pieces for fine china. These were pre-
Internet times, so it was a big deal to call and wait patiently to have them 
mail me their list of available Petit Point stock. Then came the day when the 
list arrived in the mail, and BINGO—on that list was a beautiful, delicate 
Petit Point teapot. 

Fast forward to Christmas day that SAME year, and I’ll never forget 
the priceless look on my mother’s face when she opened her teapot. There 
were tears. Real tears. The good kind! And dare I mention the looks on my 
siblings’ faces? SCORE! That teapot cemented my “favorite child” status 
for years to come! 

But most importantly, I learned a valuable lesson—it truly is better to 
give than to receive. 
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St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea cancer 
program celebrates 10 years of 
caring for the community

The cancer program at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea recently 
celebrated 10 years since it began offering care to Chelsea and 
surrounding rural communities.  The hospital formally launched 
its cancer care program in October 2010 with medical oncology 
and infusion services before opening a more comprehensive 
Cancer Center in 2015.  Since then, the program has grown from 
2,500 patient visits per year to more than 8,000 in 2020.

“When I’m speaking with community members, one of the 
more commonly talked about services is our cancer program,” 
said Nancy Graebner, president of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea.  
“Our Cancer Center is an incredible resource for our patients.  
It has touched the lives (of) thousands of families across our 
community and has provided access to world-class cancer care, 
right here in Chelsea."

The growth of cancer services at St. Joe's Chelsea accelerated 
with the opening of the Cancer Center.  A $6 million fundraising 
campaign made the Cancer Center a reality – allowing further 
expansion of cancer services with a state-of-the-art facility 
built to maximize healing with scenic views, natural light and 
a soothing décor.  The Cancer Center includes more treatment 
bays and private treatment rooms large enough for loved ones to 
be nearby.  Additionally, chemotherapy mixtures are now made 
inside the hospital, increasing efficiency and decreasing patient 
wait time.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Cancer Center services now include: 
Medical oncology, Radiation oncology, Surgical oncology, Nurse 
navigation, Social work, Spiritual care, Nutrition, High risk and 
genetic testing, Support groups, Clinical trials.

St. Joe's Cancer Center Fast Facts:
· 80 patients per day; 20,800 visits per year.
· 30 radiation oncology visits per day; 8,000 per year.
· 30 infusion treatments per day; 8,000 per year.
· More than 100 clinical trials available at any time.
· Program has grown from 2,500 patient visits in 2015 to 8,000 in 
2020.

More than 1.8 million cancer cases are expected to be 
diagnosed in 2020.  Nationally, overall cancer incidence is 
anticipated to grow 11% over the next five years, and 21.3 % over 
10 years.  In the United States, 39% of women and 38% of men 
will develop cancer in their lifetime.  Fortunately, the five-year 
survival rate for all cancers combined has increased substantially 
since the early 1960s.

“As a longtime St. Joe's nurse and local resident, it was so 
exciting for the hospital to have their own cancer and infusion 
center,” said Johanna Kruse, RN, BSN, OCN, a nurse working 
within the Infusion Center of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea.  "I have 
been part of this from the beginning and it is an honor to watch it 
grow and become what it is today.”

The Cancer Center at St. Joe's Chelsea is home to a 
beautiful lobby featuring a fireplace, heated chairs for patients, 
current magazines, coffee, water, fresh fruit, carefully selected 
artwork, and iPads.  Breakfast and lunch deliveries can also be 
accommodated upon request.  Patients and visitors are greeted by 
a concierge who ensures flesh flowers, fruit and special gift bags 
are always available.  The concierge also helps with unexpected 
needs such as assisting with child care coordination, offering 
transportation options, holding an umbrella and more.

It’s beginning to look like Christmas!

Jerrold Bivins and Little Molly, Queen of the Town 
(the dog), inspect the Stockbridge Area Garden 
Club cart with Judy Williams (left) and Patrice 
Johnson (right). Photo provided by Judy Williams

Sandy Haubrich admires one of many decorations.  
Photo provided by Judy Williams

Garden Club members, Patrice Johnson, Molly 
Howlett and Laura Morehouse decorate the gazebo 
Christmas tree. Both trees donated by the Howlett 
Christmas Tree Farm. Photo provided by Judy Williams

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea to offer free 
Christmas meal to community members in need

Information from St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
Members of our community who are unable to afford a Christmas meal are invited for a free meal provided 

by St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. Due to the pandemic, we are unable to gather this year, but meals will be 
available by drive-thru pick-up.

Curbside pick-up between noon and 1 p.m. at the Chelsea Senior Center (512 Washington St. 
Chelsea) on Friday, December 25. Registration is required for the meals. Please call the Chelsea Senior 
Center at 734-475-9242 to register by December 21.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Volleyball season ends in Districts Boys' cross country ninth at D3 State Finals

Arin Szumlinski with a dig in the win over 
Grass Lake. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge volleyball team saw 

its season end in the first round of the 
Division 2 district at Marshall Nov. 2, 
falling to Parma Western 15-25, 11-25, 
12-25.

The Panthers finished the season 
strong and ended with an 11-16 overall 
record.

Grace Hall led the Panthers with 16 
digs and 10 kills.

Madison Mazuca recorded a team 
high 10 assists and led the squad with 
five service points. Arin Szumlinski had a 
team high 18 digs.

GLAC Tournament
The Stockbridge volleyball team 

continued its second half surge and earned 
a third-place finish in the GLAC.

The Panthers took part in the GLAC 
Finals which pitted the top four teams in 
the GLAC regular season Oct. 24, and 
they came home with a 1-2 record, which 

clinched the third-place finish.
The finals featured D2 top-ranked Lakewood, D4 third ranked Lansing 

Christian, Stockbridge, and Maple Valley.
The Panthers opened with 22-25, 12-25 loss to Lansing Christian and a 10-25, 

8-25 loss to Lakewood. They ended the day by sweeping Maple Valley 25-20, 25-
22.

Grace Hall had a big day with 27 digs, 18 kills, and 11 points, while Madison 
Mazuca had 19 assists and 15 points. Arin Szumlinski added 34 digs and Alaina 
Kellenberger 10 kills.

Stockbridge 3 Grass Lake 0
The volleyball team made it six wins in its last nine games after sweeping Grass 

Lake in the regular season finale Oct. 27. The Panthers swept the Warriors 25-18, 
25-13, 25-16 to finish the regular season with an 11-15 overall record.

The first set was tied at 16, but the Panthers outscored the Warriors 9-2 to close 
out the set.

Stockbridge dominated the last two sets to earn the sweep.
Madison Mazuca had a big offensive night with 19 assists and 10 service points, 

while Maddy Dalton had 14 points and six assists.
Grace Hall led the team with 17 kills and seven digs, while Arin Szumlinski had 

eight digs, and Gwen Rogozinski seven kills.

The boys' cross country team finished ninth at the D3 state finals at MIS. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge boys' cross country team had a strong showing at the D3 State 

Finals at Michigan International Speedway Nov. 14, coming home with a ninth-
place finish.

The Panthers were projected by cross country followers across the state to finish 
15th, so a top 10 finish was a big step for Stockbridge.

Stockbridge finished with 315 points in the race won by St. Louis with 106. 
They beat out GLAC rival Leslie, who finished 13th. The two were co-champions 
in the GLAC this season.

Dalton Satkowiak led the Panthers with a 59th place finish in 17:16. The time 
was 50 seconds better than his time in 2019 at the finals.

Collin Cook was not far behind in 66th with a time of 17:18 and Micah Bolton 
was 76th in 17:26.

Ben Chapman was 110th in 17:53, Andy Schlaff 154th in 18:21, Brock Jones 
164th in 18:29, and Jonah Coffman 181st in 18:45.

The Panthers will graduate three seniors with Schlaff, Jones, and Coffman 
running their last cross country race for Stockbridge.

Regionals
The Stockbridge boys’ cross country team earned a trip to the Division 3 state 

finals with second-place finish at the Regional at Willow Metropark Oct. 31.
The boys finished with 49 points. They were just three points behind champion 

Monroe St. Mary's and ahead of Clinton with 74.
Dalton Satkowiak was the individual regional champion with a time of 16:59.
Micah Bolton was seventh in 17:45, Ben Chapman eighth in 17:47, and Collin 

Cook ninth in 17:48. Jonah Coffman was 27th in 18:23, Andy Schlaff 31st in 18:31, 
and Brock Jones 34th in 18:35.

It is the first time the Panthers have qualified as a team since 2017.
GLAC Finals
The Stockbridge boys' cross country team upset Division 3 ninth-ranked Leslie 

to win the GLAC Finals and finish as co-champions with the Blackhawks for the 
2020 fall season.

The Panthers finished with 41 points, nipping the Blackhawks with 44.
Stockbridge was powered by PR's from three of their top five runners and that 

was the difference in the meet.
Micah Bolton knocked nearly 10 seconds off his previous best with a time of 

17:13.31 to finish sixth.
Andy Schlaff was 16 seconds better than his personal record in 17:35.09 and 

was 12th, while Ben Chapman bested his PR by 8 seconds in 17:45.12 and finished 
15th.

Dalton Satkowiak led the Panthers with a third-place finish in 16:51.44 and 
Collin Cook was fifth in 17:03.53.

Brock Jones was 18th in 18:19, Jonah Coffman 19th in 18:21, Brandon Howlett 
21st with a PR of 18:32, Cameron Brewer 25th in 19:04, Ethan Wright 29th in 
19:44, and Brady Cole 42nd in 24:22.

Three Panthers earn All-GLAC 
volleyball honors

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge volleyball season ended in districts earlier this month, but 

a successful season that saw the Panthers finish third in the GLAC earned the 
Panthers some post-season awards.

Three Panthers were recently named to the All-GLAC volleyball team for 2020.
Senior Grace Hall was named first team All-GLAC for the second straight year. 

She led the team in blocks and kills this season. 
Senior Arin Szumlinski transferred in to the Stockbridge school district this year 

and quickly became a force for Panther athletics as she earned second-team All-
GLAC volleyball honors. Szumlinski led the Panthers in digs this season. 

Senior Madison Mazuca was the Panthers team leader in assists for 2020 and 
was an Honorable Mention All-GLAC selection.
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Rylee Tolson going for state title 
repeat in cross country Nov. 14

Rylee Tolson. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge junior Rylee Tolson made school 

history last year by becoming the first female runner 
in Stockbridge to win a cross country state title and 
has her sights set on a repeat Nov. 14 at the Division 
3 State Finals at Michigan International Speedway in 
Brooklyn.

While Tolson is the returning Division 3 champion, 
the road to the repeat will be a tough one. Not only 
will everyone be gunning for her, but she has some 
stiff challengers, including the two-time defending 
Division 4 state champion Abby VanderKooi from 
West Michigan Christian, who has ran two races under 
17:00 minutes this season. 

They have not faced each other on the cross 
country course, but did race against one another at the 
2019 track finals in the 3200 which VanderKooi won 
and Tolson finished third.

One thing standing between the two runners is that they will not get to race 
head-to-head due to a change in this years state finals. The MHSAA has separated 
the state finals into two races and will merge the times together for the final 
standings. Tolson and the Stockbridge girls' team finished second in their region 
and will run the second D3 race of the day with all the first- and second-place 
Regional teams. The third-place teams and individual qualifiers will run the first 
race of the day, which is where VanderKooi will be racing, which is a disadvantage 
for Tolson. She is one of the smartest runners in the state and knows how to run 
with the best, as shown in last year's state finals, where she did not have the fastest 
time going in, but ran her race and came out in front.

One person that Tolson will be competing with in her race will be Lani Bloom 
from Ithaca. Bloom has the second fastest time in D3 heading into Saturday's race. 
She won the Division 2 race at the Greater Lansing Invitational, while Tolson won 
the D3 race.

Tolson will enter the race about where she was seeded last year. She has the 
sixth fastest time in D3 going into the Finals, behind VanderKooi, Bloom, Allison 
Chmielewski of Roscommon, Faith Smith of Lumen Christi, and Alyson Enns 
of Hart. She beat three of the runners in last year's finals (Chmielewski, Smith, 
Bloom) with VanderKooi being in D4 and Enns being just a freshman.

While times vary due to the types of courses that runners compete on during 
the season, Tolson's knowledge of the course and the studying of her opponents, it 
would not be surprising to see her right there in the hunt for the top spot in Division 
3 once again.

Late defensive stand lifts Panthers 
past Columbia in playoff opener

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge football team 

came up with a defensive stand in the 
final minute of play to hold on to beat 
Brooklyn Columbia Central 36-28 Oct. 
30 in the first round of the D6 playoffs.

The win was the first playoff win for 
the Panthers since 2010 when they beat 
Onsted.

The game came down to the final 
minute with the Panthers leading by 
eight. Columbia drove to the Panthers 
4 yard line with 1:24 left. The Eagles 
tried three straight runs that the Panthers 
stuffed setting up fourth down from the 
7 tried a slant pass into the end zone and 
the receiver was open for a split second, 
but freshman Drew Robinson reached in 

STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Coach Matt Kunzleman celebrates with Drew 
Robinson after he broke up the pass in the end 
zone in the final seconds to clinch the win for 
Stockbridge. Photo credit Pam Mackinder
from behind as the ball got there and knocked it away to give the Panthers the win.

The Panthers took an early lead on a 6-yard touchdown run by Riley Kennedy. Jeremy 
Pilch ran in the two-point conversion for an 8-0 Panther lead.

Columbia answered with a TD run an two-point conversion to tie it at 8-8 after one 
quarter.

The Panthers owned the second quarter putting up 20 straight points.
Kevin Killinger scored on a 60-yard TD run for a 14-8 lead, followed by 38-yard TD 

pass from Drew Philipp to Noah Robidou to make it 22-8 after a Kennedy two-point run.
Columbia threatened deep in Panther territory, but Pilch stepped in front of a pass at the 

goal line and returned it 100 yards for a pick-6 and a 28-8 halftime lead.
The Eagles made a game of it with a TD run in the third and another score to start the 

fourth to cut the lead to 28-22.
Kennedy busted free for a 69-yard TD run to answer the Eagles run and a Pilch two-

point run extended the lead to 36-22, but Columbia wasn't done.
The Eagles scored on a 39-yard run to cut the lead to 36-28, setting up the exciting 

finish.
Kennedy had a huge night with 175 yards on 17 carries and two scores. Killinger added 

69 yards on four carries and a TD, while Philipp rushed for 18 on eight carries. Philipp was 
3-12 passing for 44 yards and a TD. Robidou caught two passes for 41 yards and a score 
and Killinger one for 3 yards.

Philipp and Dom Hamlett were in on nine tackles each to lead the defense, while Pilch 
and Robidou had seven each.

The Panthers improved to 3-4 overall on the season. They return to action in the district 
semifinals Nov. 6 against Jonesville (6-1) in a rematch of  week five that Jonesville won 48-
18. The game was much closer then the final score indicated as the Panthers led at halftime, 
but ran out of gas late.

Cross country teams earn Academic All-State honors
by Keith Michaels
After a successful year on the course, the Stockbridge boys' and girls' cross country 

teams brought home some post-season awards, with both squads earning Division 3 
Academic All-State Honors for 2020.

The girls finished in an amazing second place out of 16 teams with a team GPA of 
3.9868. They were beat out for the top spot by Grandville Calvin Christian with 3.9894.

2020 Division 3 Girls Grandville Calvin Christian 3.9894, Stockbridge 3.9868, 
Harbor Springs 3.94

Members of the girls' team include Brianna Hill, Kaitelyn Walker, Brooklyn 
Rochow, Rylee Tolson, Julianna DeBozy, Peyton Killinger, and Joy Youngblood.

The boys finished 8th out of 16 schools with a team GPA of 3.8172. Grandville 
Calvin Christian also earned the top spot for the boys with a GPA of 3.9994.

2020 Division 3 Boys Grandville Calvin Christian 3.994, St. Mary Catholic Central 
3.95, Charlevoix High School 3.93, Harbor Springs High School 3.928, Traverse 
City St. Francis 3.881, Ithaca High School 3.855, Shrine Catholic High School 3.84, 
Stockbridge 3.8172

Members of the boys' team included Dalton Satkowiak, Micah Bolton, Collin Cook, 
Andy Schlaff, Ben Chapman, Brock Jones, and Jonah Coffman.

Four members of the girls' team and three members of the boys' squad earned 
individual Academic All-State honors.

To earn Academic All-State honors, a runner must finish in the top half of all finishers 
at the state finals and carry a 3.5 GPA or better, or if not finishing in the top half, carry a 3.8 
GPA or better.

Brianna Hill, Brooklyn Rochow, Kaitelyn Walker and Rylee Tolson were named to 
the Academic All-State girls team for 2020.

The boys' team had Dalton Satkowiak, Micah Bolton and Brock Jones earn the 
honors for 2020.

The 2020 cross country team. Both the girls and boys cross country teams earned Division 3 
Academic All-State honors for 2020. Photo provided by Keith Michaels
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Jonesville ends Panthers season in playoff rematch

Riley Kennedy rushed for 175 yards and two touchdowns in 
playoff win over Columbia Central. Photo provided by Keith 
Michaels

by Keith Michaels
A second-round playoff rematch looked 

a lot like the first game as the Stockbridge 
football team fell to Jonesville 60-24 Nov. 
6. 

Much like the first matchup that 
Jonesville won 48-14, the Panthers held 
tough for a half, but ran out of gas in the 
second half as the Comets pulled away for 
the win.

Jonesville took an early 8-0 lead with a 
TD run and two-point conversion, but the 
Panthers answered with a 56-yard TD pass 
from Riley Kennedy to Jeremy Pilch to cut 
the lead to 8-6 after one quarter.

The Comets extended their lead to 20-6 
with a pair of TD runs to start the second 
quarter, but again the Panthers answered 
with Pilch scoring on a 10-yard pass from 
Drew Philipp to cut the lead to 20-12.

Jonesville punched another one in just 
before the half to make it 28-12. The Panthers moved the ball inside the Jonesville 20 just before 
half, but failed on a 4th down pass to end the half.

The Comets connected on a long scoring pass to extend its lead to 36-12, before Pilch caught his 
third TD pass of the night, this time from Kennedy for 12 yards to make it 36-18.

Another TD run by Jonesville to make it 44-18 and Kennedy ran one in from 6-yards out, to 
make it 44-24 after three.

The Comets would end any chances of a comeback with a pair of fourth quarter TDs to make the 
final 60-24.

Kennedy passed for 136 yards and two scores, while Philipp was 6-9 for 32 yards and a TD. 
Kevin Killinger led the Panthers with 65 yards rushing, while Kennedy had 50 yards and a TD.

Pilch caught five passes for 96 yards and three TDs, while Drew Robinson caught two for 44, 
Noah Robidou two for 17, and Philipp one for 12.

The defense was led by Pilch with six tackles, while Killinger, Robidou and Josh Dishneau each 
had four.

The Panthers reached the second round by beating Brooklyn Columbia Central 36-28 with a last-
minute defensive stand Friday, Oct. 30.  

The win was the first playoff win for the Panthers since 2010 when they beat Onsted.
The game came down to the final minute with the Panthers leading by eight. Columbia drove to 

the Panthers 4-yard line with 1:24 left. The Eagles tried three straight runs that the Panthers stuffed, 
setting up fourth down from the 7 with just seconds to go. Brooklyn tried a slant pass into the end 
zone and the receiver was open for a split second, but freshman Drew Robinson reached in from 
behind as the ball got there and knocked it away to give the Panthers the win.

The Panthers took an early lead on a 6-yard touchdown run by Riley Kennedy. Jeremy Pilch ran 
in the two-point conversion for an 8-0 Panther lead.

Columbia answered with a TD run an two-point conversion to tie it at 8-8 after one quarter.
The Panthers owned the second quarter putting up 20 straight points.
Kevin Killinger scored on a 60-yard TD run for a 14-8 lead, followed by 38-yard TD pass from 

Drew Philipp to Noah Robidou to make it 22-8 after a Kennedy 2-point run.
Columbia threatened deep in Panther territory, but Pilch stepped in front of a pass at the goal line 

and returned it 100 yards for a pick-6 and a 28-8 halftime lead.
The Eagles made a game of it with a TD run in the third and another score to start the fourth to 

cut the lead to 28-22.
Kennedy busted free for a 69-yard TD run to answer the Eagles run and a Pilch two-point run 

extended the lead to 36-22, but Columbia wasn't done.
The Eagles scored on a 39-yard run to cut the lead to 36-28, setting up the exciting finish.
Kennedy had a huge night with 175 yards on 17 carries and two scores. Killinger added 69 yards 

on four carries and a TD, while Philipp rushed for 18 on eight carries. Philipp was 3-12 passing for 
44 yards and a TD. Robidou caught two passes for 41 yards and a score and Killinger one for three 
yards.

Philipp and Dom Hamlett were in on nine tackles each to lead the defense, while Pilch and 
Robidou had seven each.

Stockbridge finished the season with a 3-5 overall record.

Lady Panthers 20th at D3 state 
cross country finals

The girls' cross country team came home 20th at the D3 state finals in 
Brooklyn. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
While it wasn't the finish they had hoped for, the Stockbridge 

girls' cross country team still took a big step forward by running 
at the Division 3 state country finals Nov. 14.

The girls came home with a 20th-place finish as a team and 
had some strong individual showings to go along with it.

Junior Rylee Tolson has been the Panthers top runner all 
season but had a rough time at the finals.

Tolson struggled through most of the race and in the final tenth 
of a mile she went to the ground, falling to her hands and knees. 
Not being able to get up, she proceeded to crawl the final 25 yards 
to the finish line to finish the race. She would finish in 173rd place 
with a time of 22:38. Tolson was treated at the on-site medical 
center and was released to her parents.

She was not the only runner to have issues on the tough course 
as the unseasonably warm temperatures paid its toll on a lot of 
runners, including the leading runner of the race, who went down 
about the same place as Tolson. Several runners also collapsed at 
the Division 1 and 2 races on Nov. 13.

With their top runner struggling, several of the girls stepped up 
and placed well at the Finals.

Brianna Hill led the Panthers with an 86th place finish in 21:17 
and Brooklyn Rochow 107th in 21:36.

Kaitelyn Walker beat her regional time by 15 seconds and 
finished in 21:59 to place 132nd. Julianna DeBozy was 154th 
in 22:16, Joy Youngblood 240th in 26:47, and Peyton Killinger 
242nd in 27:13.

The Panthers will be losing three seniors who ran their last 
race with Hill, Youngblood and Killinger competing for the 
Orange and Black.

Regionals Shortly after winning the girls individual state title 
last year, Rylee Tolson talked about getting the Stockbridge team 
to the final in 2020 and Oct. 31, Tolson and the Panthers did just 
that as they finished second at the D3 Regional.

The Panthers finished with 41 points, behind Clinton with 31. 
Manchester also qualified in third with 69 points.

Tolson repeated as Regional champion in 18:07, over two 
minutes faster than the second-place runner from Clinton.

Brianna Hill was 5th in 20:57 and Brooklyn Rochow returned 
after missing a couple of races and finished seventh in 21:12.

Julianna Debozy was 14th in 21:50, Kaitelyn Walker 16th in 
22:14, Joy Youngblood 47th in 25:19, and Peyton Killinger 50th 
in 25:45.

GLAC Finals The girls were short-handed in the race and still 
came away with a third-place finish with 71 points. D4 top-ranked 
Lansing Christian won the title with 43 points and Olivet was 
second with 63.

Rylee Tolson was the GLAC individual champion with a time 
of 18:16.

Brianna Hill was 11th in 20:55, while Julianna DeBozy was 
12th with a PR of 20:57. Joy Youngblood was 34th in 24:31, 
Peyton Killinger 35th in 24:39, Sidney Gipe with a new PR of 
24:51, and Kalysta Connolly 50th in 32:09.


