
Superintendent Heidrich says goodbye to Stockbridge Bruce Brown returns to Stockbridge 
Community District

SAEF names Heritage Elementary's Katherine 
Andersen 2019-20 Employee of the Year

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation President Jennifer 
Hammerberg (left) presents the award to recipient Katherine 
Andersen. Photo provided by Jennifer Hammerberg

by Laura Whitaker
Kind, compassionate, dedicated, loving, 

passionate. These are many of the words 
that describe this year’s Stockbridge Area 
Education Foundation Employee of the Year, 
Katherine Andersen.

Andersen has been a teacher in 
Stockbridge for a number of years as a 4th-
grade teacher. This year, she made the switch 
from the classroom to be the K-3 Literacy 
Instructional Coach.

Throughout her tenure, Andersen has 
shown an openness and approachability that 
has fostered positive and lasting relationships, 
not only with her students and colleagues, but 
parents and families as well. Her rapport with 
students is natural and has allowed students to 
blossom as learners both in her classroom and 
beyond. Andersen’s style of teaching creates 
a learning environment where even the 
most timid of students feels welcomed and 
loved. High school teacher, Susan Lockhart, 
experienced this with her own son when he 
was in her class.

Lockhart wrote in her letter to SAEF encouraging Andersen’s award, “She has always believed that the teacher-student 
relationship comes first, and everything else will fall into place. The results she gets with her students proves she is right. 
From the warmth in her greeting to her consistent, even temperament in all situations, she is the constant that so many of 
our students need in their lives.”

Similarly, Sarah Bentley, Heritage principal, has worked with Andersen for a number of years and describes her as, 
“a teacher leader, working collaboratively with her peers to continue to try to improve her practice every day. She has a 
growth mindset and promotes positivity and resilience in even the most difficult times.”

Even stepping out of the classroom, Andersen has immediately jumped into her new role of supporting teachers 
and their students, both in-person and virtually. After taking the new position, she immediately reached out to all K-3 
teachers to see how she could best help as everyone began navigating teaching in-person and online students. By attending 
countless grade level meetings, trainings, and reaching out to virtual families to help in any way she can,  Andersen has 
proven over and over that she is willing to do whatever is necessary to help our students grow and achieve. She has an 
innate ability to reach a diverse set of learners regardless if they are in school or on a computer. With everything Andersen 
brings to our district, it is easy to see why she is the 2019-2020 Employee of the Year.

Congratulations, Katherine Andersen!

From the CDC: Considerations for 
wearing a mask

From the CDC website
Evidence for effectiveness of masks
Masks are recommended as a simple barrier to help prevent 

respiratory droplets from traveling into the air and onto other 
people when the person wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, 
talks, or raises their voice. This is called source control. This 
recommendation is based on what we know about the role 
respiratory droplets play in the spread of the virus that causes 
COVID-19, paired with emerging evidence from clinical and 
laboratory studies that shows masks reduce the spray of droplets 
when worn over the nose and mouth. COVID-19 spreads mainly 
among people who are in close contact with one another (within 
about 6 feet), so the use of masks is particularly important in 
settings where people are close to each other or where social 
distancing is difficult to maintain. CDC’s recommendations 
for masks will be updated as new scientific evidence becomes 
available.

See CDC on page 4.

Bruce Brown returned 
to his former job as 
superintendent for 
Stockbridge School 
District on Oct. 26, 2020. 
Picture by Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Bruce Brown, former superintendent 

of the Stockbridge Community Schools, 
returned to the district to become the 
interim school superintendent, effective 
Monday, Oct. 26.

Brown was a longtime leader for the 
district before retiring about seven years 
ago. 

He will replace former superintendent 
Karl Heidrich and will serve while a 
permanent superintendent is being hired.

“Mr. Brown has graciously accepted 
the invitation to become our interim 
superintendent," said Carrie Graham, 
president of the board of education. "He 
will begin on Monday, Oct. 26, 2020."

Graham has contacted Michigan 

A graphic asking the public to wear a mask and protect others 
found on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website. 
Graphic reprinted from the CDC.gov website

Karl Heidrich

by Amy Haggerty
Stockbridge Community Schools Superintendent Karl Heidrich has 

resigned from his post, effective Oct. 23, after accepting a new position as 
interim superintendent of the Brandon School District in Ortonville, Mich., 
northeast of Brighton. He will begin his duties there Oct. 26.

In the meantime, the Board of Education has hired Bruce Brown (See 
story to right.) as interim superintendent to fill in until the search for a new 
superintendent can be completed and a permanent leader is selected.  

Heidrich has been with Stockbridge schools for 21 years, the last eight 
years as superintendent. 

“It's the right time for me to make a change, and it’s the right time for 
the district to find its next leader,” he said. 

Heidrich  began his career as assistant principal and athletic director at Stockbridge High School. 
Then he quickly moved into the principal's job at the high school. He remained principal for 12 
years before becoming superintendent.

“The school district has made steady improvements that all should be very proud of,” he said.
Heidrich also expressed his appreciation to all in the school community.
See Heidrich on page 2.

Association of School Boards (MASB) to restart the search for the 
new superintendent. MASB provides executive search services to help 
boards of education find school superintendent candidates and hire new 
district leaders.  

See Brown on page 5.
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Staff Spotlight: Steve Allison: Stockbridge High School alum 
making a difference as teacher and coach    

Steve Allison, exceptional 
Stockbridge coach and math 
teacher, is willing to go the extra 
mile. Photo provided by Amy 
Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Steve Allison has been teaching for Stockbridge Community 

Schools for 18 years, and we can’t thank him enough for his years 
of service to the district. Allison knows his subject well and has 
taught many kids throughout the years. Thanks to his patience and 
his reputation for going the extra mile, he is quite often a requested 
teacher in the district. He has also been the boys head cross country 
coach since 2005. Stockbridge was his first teaching job out of 
college, and we are fortunate he has remained here to teach and 
coach.

Allison has been a major influence for years in Stockbridge 
Schools—as a student, coach and teacher. Yet, he remains very 
humble and isn’t comfortable talking about himself. When he does 
open up, he shares that when he was a student here, Stockbridge 
High School prepared him for “life after high school.” 

Growing up in nearby Gregory, Allison was part of a large 
family of seven boys, along with his parents, Jim and Emma 
Allison. While in high school, Allison was a member of the 1994 
and 1995 boys All-State Class B Champion Cross Country Team 

coached by Jim and Anita Lister.  Some may remember that last year the team celebrated their 25-
year anniversary with many of the original team members, and coaches Jim and Anita Lister, getting 
together for another team picture. 

After high school, Allison attended Spring Arbor University and graduated in 2003. While there, 
he met his wife Michelle, whom he married in 2004. As he settled into adulthood, things just fell 
into place. “When I graduated from college, there was an opening for a math teacher and a coaching 
position so I felt it was a good fit!” 

Now, while walking around his classroom, Allison points out state-of-the-art technology, 
including two huge screens for demonstrating how to solve math problems. He has learned how to 
use the latest and greatest technology to help his students be successful in math, a subject he admits 
students either like or don’t like. Allison's teaching style allows his students to feel more confident 
with math skills, even if math is not their favorite subject. 

As a coach, Allison has applied many of the skills he learned when he was a 
student running cross country himself. Cross country tests runners’ stamina and 
their ability to adapt to various types of terrain and weather conditions. Allison 
has a knack when it comes to developing many star runners on a winning team. 
His team members develop tight-knit relationships in a family-like atmosphere. As 
a result, he is truly a champion coach. In fact, in 2013, the Lansing State Journal 
named Allison “Boys Cross Country Coach of the Year.”

Jeff Trapp, Stockbridge High School principal, made several comments about 
Allison’s coaching and teaching. 

“Mr. Allison is not only a great teacher, but also a great coach. He has a sharp 
mind and a caring heart, and he gives good advice. He is always willing to step 
in and help out or offer support in any way.” Trapp then added, tongue-in-cheek, 
“Allison’s only downfall is that he is a U of M fan!” 

As for what has motivated Allison, he explained that he has “many people 
who have influenced my life, between past coaches and teachers as well as 
strong families in the community.”  He also feels strongly that “the best part of 
Stockbridge Schools is the people.  Many genuinely care about each other and the 
students as individuals and are invested in each other’s success.”  

His advice to Stockbridge students: “Build relationships and learn for the sake 
of learning, not the grade. Be confident in your abilities and don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes. And always strive to be better and do better!” 

“I truly appreciate the support and the time with Stockbridge Community 
Schools," he said. "It is a great school district and full of wonderful staff, parents 
and students.” 

The community can’t thank Heidrich enough for his steady leadership 
throughout his 21 years of service. He has helped many students and families 
throughout the years with his calm decision-making skills. 

Heidrich as a boss always allowed staff to have the support they needed with 
personal issues. We have a great amount of gratitude for all he has done for the 
district. We wish him great success in the future. He is going to be greatly missed!

Heidrich page 1
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CADL reopens branches to provide computer access

The Stockbridge CADL reopened on Oct. 5 after a 
monthslong COVID-19 closure. The CADL hopes to 
provide technology access to the community.  Photo 
provided by CADL

by Trenton Smiley
Starting Monday, Oct. 5, Capital Area District 

Libraries (CADL) welcomed the public back inside 
its 13 locations for computer use by appointment. 
This was the first time the public was allowed inside 
since CADL closed its branches on March 16 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and related executive 
orders.

“Many members of our community depend on us 
for access to technology—for educational purposes, 
to search for employment, and to stay connected with 
family and friends,” said Scott Duimstra, executive 
director of Capital Area District Libraries.   

During a Facebook Live update, Duimstra 
announced that the library system was elevating its current level of service to include technology 
access. In addition to contactless item pickup, service will now include limited building access 
for a 45-minute computer session by appointment. Appointments are limited to one per day per 
person and include the ability to print up to 10 pages for free. Remote technology assistance will be 
available during these sessions via a chat feature on the computer stations.

Safety is still CADL’s top priority so those with appointments will be asked some health 
screening questions before entering. They must agree to follow social distancing guidelines and 
adhere to the mask mandate. Disposable masks will be available for those who forget theirs. CADL 
also requests that teens and adults attend appointments alone; children younger than age 13 may be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. Appointments are for technology use only—no browsing 
or other services will be available.

 Appointments can be made by contacting any CADL branch or by visiting cadl.org/mytime.
For residents in need of internet access, mobile hot spots are available through CADL’s Library 

of Things. Visit cadl.org/things for more information.
Under the leadership of an appointed Board of Trustees, CADL serves most residents in Ingham 

County and part of Eaton County. With 13 branches and a Mobile Library, the service area includes 
23 different municipalities. The system is funded through a district-wide millage.

Digitized files now preserve Stockbridge area history
by Audrey (Zeitz) Martini
Beginning in 2020, the Ingham County Genealogical Society, with help from many Stockbridge 

and surrounding area stakeholders, began microfilming issues of the Stockbridge Brief Sun and 
Stockbridge Town Crier newspapers. Since that time, computers and digitized files have replaced 
microfilm in most libraries.

With the help of the CADL-Stockbridge Branch Library, the Stockbridge Historical and 
Genealogical Society, and the generous support from Rhoda McVay, the Ingham County 
Genealogical Society raised enough money to digitize the 58 microfilm reels of the Stockbridge 
newspaper, thus making access to the earliest issue of the Stockbridge papers available via 
computer. 

“Very grateful to Ms. Rhoda McVay for her generous support of this project,” said Audrey (Zeitz) 
Martini, president of the Ingham County Genealogical Society.

Although delayed by COVID-19, the project has now been completed. Computer access to the 
files will be available at the Stockbridge Library and the Ingham County Genealogical Society’s 
Resource Room as soon as on-site visits are once again allowed.

 According the Sherri McConnell, head librarian CADL–Stockbridge, “Audrey and the ICGS 
worked to digitize the microfilm of the Town Crier and Sun Brief that we have at the library, and 
now all of these microfilms are available on a single thumb drive!” 

Founders of Waterloo Area Historical 
Society (Part 3)

Onlookers admiring 
the future home of the 
Waterloo Historical 
Society Farm Museum. 
Photo provided by the 
Waterloo Area Historical 
Society

by Arlene Kaiser
This is the conclusion of the 

three-part Founders article, which 
follows the September and October 
installments. The author believes this 
to be the most poignant and thought 
provoking of the three.

Thomas Howlett grew up in 
Gregory, a dozen or more miles from 
the village of Waterloo.  His great-
grandparents on the Leeke side, who 
came to Michigan in 1827, settled 
on land in Lyndon Township in the 
1830s, near this village. In 1851, his 
great-grandparents on the Howlett side 
purchased a farm near the village of 
Waterloo. He had roots in Waterloo and 
his interests in this area included the 
Realy Farm. When word from Hattie 
Beckwith reached him of the creation 

of the Waterloo Area Historical Society, he immediately joined. 
He was particularly fascinated with the wooden windmill.  

See Waterloo on page 5.

Look at the bright side: Life lessons 
from a radiant sunflower

The Borings on Parman Road 
changed things up this year and 
their efforts did not go unnoticed. 
Their field of sunflowers has been 
a sight to enjoy for the better part 
of the summer and much of the 
fall. Photo credit Amber Yanovich

by Amy Haggerty
Take it from this author: a 

golf-cart ride down Parman 
Road toward O’Brien Road 
will have you marveling at the 
most wonderful sight–a farm 
field of sunflowers owned by 
Tim and Kara Boring! This 
amazing view won’t last long. 
Soon the Borings plan on using 
a giant combine to harvest the 
field of flowers so they can 
then sell the seeds.  

Is anyone else as curious 
as this author about why 
sunflower blooms always face 
toward the east horizon? Upon 
researching, you’ll learn that 
it seems to be a misconception 
that mature sunflowers in full 
bloom move their heads to 
follow the sun. 

See Sunflower on page 10.
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Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008

Who should wear a mask?
General public 
CDC recommends all people 2 years of age and older wear a mask in public 

settings and when around people who don’t live in your household, especially when 
other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain.

COVID-19 can be spread by people who do not have symptoms and do not 
know that they are infected. That’s why it’s important for everyone to wear masks 
in public settings and practice social distancing (staying at least 6 feet away from 
other people).

While masks are strongly encouraged to reduce the spread of COVID-19, CDC 
recognizes there are specific instances when wearing a mask may not be feasible. 
In these instances, adaptations and alternatives should be considered whenever 
possible (see below for examples).

People who know or think they might have COVID-19
If you are sick with COVID-19 or think you might have COVID-19, do not visit 

public areas. Stay home except to get medical care. As much as possible stay in a 
specific room and away from other people and pets in your home. If you need to be 
around other people or animals, wear a mask (including in your home).

The mask helps prevent a person who is sick from spreading the virus to others. 
It helps keep respiratory droplets contained and from reaching other people.

Caregivers of people with COVID-19
Those caring for someone who is sick with COVID-19 at home or in a non-

healthcare setting may also wear a mask. However, the protective effects—how 
well the mask protects healthy people from breathing in the virus—are unknown. 
To prevent getting sick, caregivers should also continue to practice everyday 
preventive actions: avoid close contact as much as possible, clean hands often; 
avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands; and frequently 
clean and disinfect surfaces.

Who should not wear a mask?
Masks should not be worn by:
Children younger than 2 years old.
Anyone who has trouble breathing.
Anyone who is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the 

mask without assistance.
For more information on wearing a mask, visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.

CDC page 1

Unadilla Glass Company opens its doors 
in Downtown Stockbridge

Kevin Adkins and Wendy Sabo have opened a new 
glass company in Stockbridge at 123 W. Main St. 
Photo provided by Mary Jo David

by Mary Jo David
A new glass company has moved into 

Downtown Stockbridge. Kevin Adkins and his 
wife, Wendy Sabo, are the proprietors of Unadilla 
Glass Company LLC, which officially opened 
its doors at 123 W. Main St., on Oct. 1 this year. 

“Kevin grew up right near here in Gregory,” 
said Sabo, who is from nearby Howell. “He 
worked with a family friend doing glass repair 
and installation in the past, so we decided it was 

time for us to start out on this new adventure of our own.”  
The company specializes in glass replacement for windows and doorwalls, custom shower doors, 

glass block window installation—basically any kind of residential custom glass. They serve a wide 
swath of Southeastern Michigan, but have been known to go farther.

Reminding residents about getting ready for winter, Sabo suggested, “Check your windows for 
broken glass or broken seals in the glass. The best way to know if a seal is broken is if you’re seeing 
condensation between the windows or if the window is fogging up.”

Unadilla Glass Company is family owned and operated, and Adkins and Sabo are excited to be a 
part of the Stockbridge Community. They’re looking forward to expanding their involvement in the 
community.

For more information, call Unadilla Glass Company at 517-851-9394 or visit the Unadilla Glass 
Company LLC page on Facebook.
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Rural perspectives
Article and photos by Rose Collison
With the craziness going on in the world, we could all do 

well to turn off the news and take a walk or go for a drive to 
enjoy the changing colors of the trees. Michigan is the place 
to be in autumn.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose 
Collison joined the board of Stockbridge Community News. 
She serves as volunteer photographer and manages the 
Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in 
the area for a number of years.

The Board of Education will begin meeting with MASB in December, according to 
Graham.

“The search will begin again in the first of the year,” she said.
Heidrich resigned as superintendent Oct. 23 to become interim superintendent of the 

Brandon School District in Ortonville, Mich.
“It's the right time for me to make a change, and it’s the right time for the district to find 

its next leader,” he said. 
Heidrich was with Stockbridge Schools for 21 years and had served as assistant 

high school principal, athletic director and high school principal before becoming 
superintendent. 

The Stockbridge community is excited about Brown's return and grateful that he has 
stepped in and will continue to provide superior leadership for the district. Welcome back, 
Mr. Brown!

Brown page 1

Tom wrote the following in the 1992 Founders 
Booklet: 

During those early years, we used the dining 
room in the Realy house for meetings. After having 
been made livable once again, it was such a pleasant 
room. The small, ornamented cast iron wood stove we 
acquired had been polished and its stove pipe had been 
firmly pushed into the chimney hole. Kindling and dry 
wood were on hand for a fire.

This was a most cheerful room to meet in, on cold 
nights. Sociability was almost as important as business. 
I recall such a meeting that was held, I believe in 
1965, during late fall or early winter. There were not 
many there and the business program was brief. This 

Waterloo page 3

Parlor of the Realy homestead—
prior to being restored and renamed 
the Waterloo Farm Museum. 
Photo provided by the Waterloo Area 
Historical Society

occasion, however, was more nostalgic for me than the whirl of a windmill wheel and the 
clank of pump rods.

It was dark at seven when I parked the car for this meeting near what was left of the 
old rail fence, west of the house. A bit of snow lay on the ground, a cold bleak evening. 
But when I rounded the southwest corner of the house, mounted the porch and opened the 
door, the cold and bleakness vanished. An early arrival had kindled a fire. Its warmth and 
the dimness of the light from a 60W bulb in an old floor lamp brought back the time of my 
grandparents—stoves and kerosene lamps.   

After the business meeting adjourned, someone added wood to the fire and the 
conversation turned to the nineteenth century.

The old dining room table and potbelly stove continue to draw friends and acquaintances 
who reminisce and enjoy each other’s company. The old Realy Boys have been gone more 
than thirty years, but the conversation in their house goes on, just as in pioneer time.

A sense of history, rural life, camaraderie, and a feeling of accomplishment and the 
knowledge you are creating something that will last for decades: this is what I see in the 
entire group of founders of the Waterloo Area Historical Society. Thank you to them for what 
they accomplished and passed on to all of us.

Information source: The Founders of the Waterloo Area Historical Society, compiled by 
Agnes Dikeman, former WAHS president and museum director

Rose Collison



November 2020Stockbridge Community News6

Ask an Expert: Be prepared for a 
car accident before it happens

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Are you prepared for a car accident?
No one gets into their car thinking that they will get into an 

accident. In fact, we don’t like to even think about such things. But 
being prepared for an accident – before it happens – can make a 
huge difference in the way things unfold after an unexpected fender 
bender occurs. As our population grows, the number of car crashes 
also grows. While most accidents are not fatal, chances are good that 
at some point in your life, you will be involved in one. The only time 

one considers getting into an auto collision is when they purchase insurance, otherwise, it’s far from 
consideration...until of course the unexpected takes place, and then, other than having insurance, 
few are prepared. This is why many seek assistance from their insurance company to guide them. 
This is often like a rabbit seeking advice from a fox or coyote when so much is at stake!!

How to be prepared for a car accident
• Get a PRINTED COPY of your car insurance policy as well as the “Declaration Page” which list 
the specific coverage of what they are paying for and the insurer’s financial limits (responsibilities). 
Many insurance companies do not provide easy access to your actual, complete policy. Instead, they 
offer you boilerplate brochures that address common elements of their services. It’s important that 
you insist upon receiving the actual printed policy detailing everything that you are paying for. All 
of your rights and duties are covered within this document.
● Pick a deductible that fits your budget. The first thing people do is to choose their deductible. 
Most people, looking for the least expensive premiums, opt for higher deductibles. They are betting 
that they won’t get into an accident. This thinking, while common, actually goes against the purpose 
of having insurance in the first place.Our suggestion is for you to look at the deductible from the 
perspective of actually being in an accident. 

See Expert on page 15.
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by Jenna Chapman
November is a month usually filled with friends and family, especially around Thanksgiving. The time can be joyful for some or bring 

up some complicated feelings for others. Either way, escaping into a good book this fall is a great way to mark the season. Here is a list of 
books with family or relationship themes to celebrate Thanksgiving.

We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga by Traci Sorrell
Starting off the list with one for the kids! This picture book is written by a member of the Cherokee Nation and teaches otsaliheliga (oh-

jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah), which is used by members of the Cherokee Nation to express gratitude. It’s a great reminder for the whole family this 
season.

American Royals by Katharine McGee
This is a two-book series that imagines what America would look like if George Washington became a king instead of a president. It’s 

a Young Adult novel set in the present day as the main character, Princess Beatrice, is set to become the first queen of America. The series 

Books to be thankful for this Thanksgiving

Jenna Chapman

examines family relationships, national loyalty, and the battle between following your heart and following your duty. It is one of my favorite books this year. 
There There by Tommy Orange
There There is a novel that follows 12 Urban Indians in California as they travel to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet 

realize. If you like stories that follow many different characters, this one's for you. There is tradition, loss and gallantry. Tommy Orange won many awards for the book 
when it was released in 2018. 

Born A Crime by Trevor Noah
This book is written by comedian Trevor Noah, who was quite literally born a crime, as a mixed-race person in South Africa during apartied. This book analyzes 

family and relationships, all while in a funny voice. If you’re looking for a memoir that is part funny, part serious, this is a book for you. It made me think deeply and 
also laugh out loud.

Educated by Tara Westover
Tara Westover has written one of the most captivating memoirs I’ve ever read. This book features very complicated family relationships as the author describes 

growing up extremely  isolated in Utah with her Mormon family who lives very “off the grid.” The children do not go to school or even have birth certificates. As 
Westover gets older, she eventually transitions out that lifestyle and follows education all the way to Harvard and Cambridge University. 

Strangers at the Feast by Jennifer Vanderbes
This book portrays dysfunction in a suburban setting. Taking place during the Thanksgiving holiday, this tale focuses on The Olson family, of which Elanor and Gavin 

worry about their two adult children who are each facing personal troubles. Meanwhile, a duo from a nearby housing project are trying to complete their own secretive 
task. The characters must face secrets and privilege, and the story wraps up with an eventual climax that will change all their lives. 

Jenna Chapman is a Stockbridge High School graduate who loves curling up with a book or listening to an audiobook on evening walks around her neighborhood in 
Chicago. You can find more reading suggestions on the book blog she and her partner have on instagram.com/neverdogear. 



November 2020Stockbridge Community News8

Baby's heartwarming journey supported by We Ride For Dean David fundraiser

“If you didn’t know he had had heart 
surgery and a heart transplant, you 
couldn’t tell he was sick,” says Crystal 
Zehr, Dean David’s mom. Photo from 
Dean David Heart Journey Facebook

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Earlier this year, as thoughts turned to hearts and valentines, little Dean David Zehr Bair was born with hypoplastic right heart 

syndrome (HRHS). As a result, the right side of his heart did not develop, leaving him with only one ventricle and multiple other 
heart issues. Parents Crystal Zehr and Norman Bair found out about his congenital heart disease (CHD) while Dean David was 
still in utero. CHD is the most common type of birth defect, affecting 1 in 100 infants. It is also the No. 1 cause of birth-defect-
related deaths.

This author was introduced to little Dean David’s medical challenges by local resident Cheryl Norton. Norton shared how she 
became involved with the Zehr-Bair family:

“Through my work at North American Stamping Group, a corporate email was sent out informing us that an employee/
company fundraiser would be running in September, with all donations being matched by the company. Baby Dean's father works 
at our plant in Bryan, Ohio.”

No stranger to hosting fundraising events and rides, after seeing the company email Norton and her husband began networking 
to host a motorcycle ride—We Ride for Dean David. (See: The Ride near the end of this story.).

Dean David’s journey
Dean David's journey began earlier in 2020, on a cold Feb. 12 afternoon in Toledo, Ohio. Within days, he was transferred to 

C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital at the University of Michigan, where he had his first surgery. Soon after, Dean David was placed on 
the heart transplant list at the highest level.

Just short of his 1-month birthday, baby Dean David left Mott to return home to await a heart. His stay at home was short-lived 
as medical complications prompted a re-hospitalization in Ann Arbor—one of many future back-and-forth trips the family would 

make between Ohio and Michigan.
Emergency room visits and hospital stays became part of the Zehr-Bair routine. As if maneuvering through such a journey was not challenging enough, the 

COVID-19 crisis was making an already difficult and stressful time even more of a struggle. In mid-May, Dean David went into heart failure and returned to Mott with 
an understanding that he would not be returning home anytime soon. His parents were unable to get into the Ronald McDonald House because it was operating at 50% 
COVID capacity restrictions. When able to manage the cost, the hotel became their home away from home, but often these devoted parents could be found sleeping in 
their car.

From the time Dean David was just 7 months old, Zehr would post live updates on social media, often showcasing a smiling, happy little guy. They documented good 
days and bad days, including many physical and occupational therapy exercises to ensure Dean David met milestones and stayed as healthy as possible. His mom had 
relocated full time to Ann Arbor, while his father remained at home working and commuting to Ann Arbor, when he had time off and when emergency situations arose 
with his young son.

See Dean David on page 11.
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My experience as a poll worker 

Henrietta Township 
Clerk Sally J. Keene:  
“We anticipate a heavy 
turnout on Election Day 
and will do everything in 
our power to make sure 
that the voting process 
runs smoothly.  Thanks in 
advance to our dedicated 
election inspectors for their 
commitment to making sure 
your right to vote is upheld.” 
Photo provided by Jennifer 
Hammerberg

by Jennifer Hammerberg
In 2018, my friend and township clerk needed additional poll workers for the 

midterm elections. I was available and interested; liked and trusted her and wanted to 
serve my country.  To become a poll worker, you must be trained every two years.  I 
applied and was trained, first in 2018 and again this summer, along with my daughter 
this time!  It was a LOT of information, which must be updated regularly due to 
changes in the law.

  However, the real learning starts “on the job,” where I was supported by 
my Township Clerk Sally J. Keene and Deputy Clerk Patricia Kenyon.  I had 
many experienced poll workers around me.  I figured I must have been one of the 
youngest, and in August my daughter (age 21) got the coveted title.  I immediately 
felt comfortable and safe among this group of levelheaded, experienced and friendly 
people.  I could not tell which “side” anyone was on, because everyone treated each 
other equally and with respect.  It was a good fit and I have enjoyed meeting so many 
people in my own community.  

I registered to vote when I turned 18.  I registered as an Independent.  I didn’t 
really know “who I was” back then, so I decided to stay right in the middle and listen 
to everyone’s thoughts.  I still find this to be my default position.  So I was surprised 
at my training in 2018 when I had to choose Democrat or Republican.  Why do I have 
to pick a side I wondered?  

I didn’t know poll workers have to represent the R’s and the D’s equally.  There 
is no option for Independent. Every single thing is witnessed and signed off on by 
members of the “opposing parties.”  The level of attention to detail is astonishing. I 
work from 6:30 a.m. until whenever "everything that needs to be done is done and 
signed off on by members of both parties."  My clerk and deputy clerk work even 
longer hours making sure the final details are attended to so that the county gets its 
results in a timely fashion, not to mention the many hours of training and accuracy 
testing* that is done ahead of time.  

After the clerks deliver their results to the county, the County Board of 
Canvassers will go through everything again, for every precinct, to make sure there 
are no mistakes and finally on to the State for yet another validation.  All of these 
people sign, under penalty of law, that they have witnessed everything, and it was 
done correctly.  It is not a job to be taken lightly.

Some things to know
It seems that many people have misconceptions and doubt that their vote will count, or that the system is safe.  Some 

people still think that ANYONE can be a write-in candidate.  
See Poll on page 21.

Domestic violence scars families, but there is hope

Photo retrieved from the 
Creative Commons website
Photo Credit “Domestic Violence 
Hurts” ghetto_guera29

by Tina Cole Mullins
Editor's Note: This is the second of a two-part series on domestic violence in 

recognition of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October.
Each minute, an average of 20 people are abused by their partner. Each day, 

20,000 calls are made to domestic violence hotlines, according to the National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Domestic violence does not discriminate and 
can be found throughout various demographics. 

I was raised in a family with a history of domestic abuse (as referred to in Part 1 
of this report published in October's SCN).  But I never imagined I would find myself 
in a domestic abuse situation – until I did.

It was a short-lived relationship, and I was fortunate that children did not factor 
into my choice to remain or go. However, that was not the case for my mother, who 
found herself in that situation when I was a child and before resources were more 
easily accessible.

This also was the case for Angel (not her real name), who was in an abusive 
relationship for 25 years before she found the strength within to get out with her two 
children. But it was not an easy move. 

Her spouse's abusive nature started almost instantly in the relationship, with 
subtle ways of control and emotional abuse. Soon it escalated into infrequent physical 
bouts.

Angel said she left home right after high school graduation, then traveled and 
moved to several states. She met her ex and began dating, and they lived together for several years before marrying. Early 
on, she decided to be a stay-at-home mom and gave up her career.

"The physical abuse, although not as bad as the later years of our marriage, could be found in the years prior to our 
marriage," she said. "My not being from the area and not having no family made it easier for him to isolate me and the 
kids." 

Angel said her husband became addicted to pills and drugs, and the physical abuse became more frequent and more 
violent. If not for the addiction, Angel believes they might still be together.

"I never planned on getting a divorce, but I sure as hell wasn't going to raise my children in that no more," she said.
When their second child was born with special needs, the subtle emotional abuse increased, Angel said.
"He could not accept having a special needs child and accused me of cheating. The abuse got worse and (he) left all 

our child's needs on me," she said. 
"He even went as far as to only seek custody of our oldest, once I finally did file for divorce. But it didn't matter 

because no matter what, he wasn't getting either of my kids at that point," she said with the strength of a protective mother.
Angel, when asked if she ever reported the abuse, said police were called to her home on numerous occasions. But she 

was always told they could not do anything. 
See Violence on page 20.

Expressing appreciation for teachers 
and staff

Unnamed resident(s) express appreciation to teachers and staff.
Photo credit Amy Haggerty
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Mature sunflowers don't, but young sunflowers do. In the early stages of growth, the buds move 
their position to follow the sun as it moves east to west. This allows young flowers to grab as much 
sunlight as possible throughout the day. 

How exactly do the buds move? Their movement is controlled by the expansion of their stems. 
During the day, the east side expands; at night it’s west-side expansion. In the evening when the sun 
sets, the sunflower buds prepare for the next day. They move their heads toward the east waiting for 
the arrival of the morning sun. Meanwhile, the most mature buds will always be facing east.

So next time you drive by a field of sunflowers, take note: Humans have so much we can 
learn from a sunflower! To start with, always try to look on the bright side of life. Thinking like 
an optimist can boost your mood, which, in turn, increases life span and leads to a happier, more 
fulfilled life. It may sound silly to some, but what would it hurt if we all tried to live our lives 
through the example of the sunflower? 

It has been an extraordinary experience watching this field develop all summer long. Neighbors 
of the Borings will truly miss seeing the field every day once the cold weather sets in. But if we’re 
lucky, these local farmers will delight us again next year with sunflowers to experience in our little 
corner of Stockbridge. 

Sunflower page 3

A glance in the rearview mirror: November
by Mary Jo David
Author’s Note: The “Rearview Mirror” has been on hiatus since the April edition of Stockbridge Community News due to the 

local Stockbridge Library closing for COVID-19. In October 2020, the library re-opened for limited public access to its computers 
and microfiche reader, so this month, we are bringing back the “Rearview Mirror” column with a limited focus of just “100 years ago 
this month.”  We hope to expand the column to its usual 100-50-25-year focus when the library can resume unrestricted access to the 
microfiche reader.

• The Nov. 4, 1920, edition of the Stockbridge Brief-Sun provided a recap of the 
national election that had been held the previous Tuesday. The headline: 

Next President and Vice President
Conceded 275 Electoral Votes Midnight Tuesday

Election highlights included: Warren G. Harding, President; Calvin Coolidge, Vice President; and Alexander 
Groesbeck, Michigan Governor. Locally, Stockbridge reported, “This township polled the largest vote in our history—510 
ballots being voted.”
• A Nov. 4, “Letter From Mississippi,” featured Mrs. W. Alexander [presumably a former resident of the Stockbridge area] 
writing a lengthy report of their auto trip to Mississippi, which included, “Had a great trip except Enid who had the most 
trouble with red bug bites…Fruit is very expensive. I bought a dozen apples for 25 cents.”
• On Nov. 11, the Brief-Sun found itself defending its price increase in an article titled, “Why raise the price of your paper 
when all else is coming down?” In the article, the paper was firm about its new pricing: “On or after January 1, 1920, the 
Brief-Sun will be $2.00 per year—strictly in advance.”
• The Nov. 11 World News section of the paper reported, “A new home for fatherless sons of British war heroes opened in 
Reading, forty miles from London….Money supplied by American admirers of British Valor.” The home was opened as a 
“tribute of appreciation and a memorial from the American people.” It would house 48 boys.
• In the same year that the Nineteenth Amendment was ratified giving women the right to vote in the United States, there 
was this headline in the Stockbridge Brief-Sun on Nov. 11, 1920:

Women’s Vote Large
Women eligible to vote is approximately 26,500,000

• On Nov. 18, 1920, the Brief-Sun reported “Armistice Day observed in Stockbridge last Thursday under the auspices of 
the American Legion.”
• In this same issue, Michigan’s Governor Sleeper made a Thanksgiving Day Proclamation that included the following, 
“Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion…Thou crowned the year with thy goodness and thy paths drop fatness. The 
pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys are also covered over with corn. They shout for joy. They also sing.”
• A story out of Denver in the Nov. 18 edition included a story headlined “Baby Clothes Made by Armless Mother.” It 
began with this reminder, “Where there’s a will there’s a way” and explained that a Mrs. Teagarden who was born with 
no arms in 1894 proceeded to make her baby’s clothes by “guiding the clothes under the sewing machine needle with her 
chin. She stitched, cut out patterns, and threaded the needle with her feet.”
• In local news on Nov. 18:

o Two carloads of stock were shipped from Gregory on the previous Monday. 
o In the Derby neighborhood [presumably Stockbridge], “Will Cavender of Jackson spent Sunday with home folks,” 

and “Mrs. Marion Walz, our teacher, is boarding at Beryl Smith’s during the winter months.”
o In Munith: “Mr. and Mrs. Edward Parks were pleasantly surprised last Friday when about 20 

relatives and friends walked in with well-filled baskets to help them celebrate their 29th anniversary. 
Chicken pie dinner was served and a good time enjoyed by all.” 

10
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After months of waiting, in an emotional, late-evening update on Septe. 14, Dean David's mom went live on social media, 
“We just got a call about an hour ago. They have accepted a heart for Dean! We are en route to the hospital right now and we 
are overwhelmed with joy and emotions that I have never felt personally! Dad's pretty quiet.”

The family could not check back into the Ronald McDonald house for two weeks, having lost their spot upon Dean David’s 
last return home. But additional fundraising continued to help cover housing, food, gas, and lost wages. Although  employer 
North American Stamping Group would continue matching 100% of all funds raised to help offset costs, the day-to-day 
expenses continued to be an additional worry to the new parents.

In early morning on Sept. 15, Dean David received his heart. That afternoon Zehr’s live social media post went like this: 
“His heart is in, things are looking great, and he is doing well. The world is so hard right now and we have just received a 
blessing, a gift. This is the first day of our son's life. My son has a chance for life and I am so happy and grateful. This is 
something I never could repay to the family who lost someone to give my son a life.” In a pause filled with emotion, Dean 
David’s mom gathered herself and continued her update.

Fast forward to Sept. 19, and Dean David's parents could be found in a park near the hospital awaiting the Nortons' and the 
We Ride for Dean David riders. Once they arrived, Cheryl Norton presented the parents with donations totaling $3,025—a 
total that Bair and Norton’s employer would match.

Less than two weeks after baby Dean's heart transplant, Zehr sent an update: Her son was 10 days post-op and if everything 
went OK they would be receiving home-care training and getting their house ready to bring Dean David home the last week of 

Dean David page 8

Norman Bair and Crystal Zehr spend an 
emotional moment with their infant son 
Dean David prior to his heart transplant 
surgery. Photo from Dean David Heart 
Journey Facebook

September. “I am so overwhelmed at the moment with preparations to bring Dean home. I am very grateful for the love and support. I can't believe it's happening so fast. 
He's doing amazing!”

If you would like ongoing updates to the Dean David Heart Journey, follow him on the Facebook page of that name. Ongoing donations can be made directly to the 
family at deandavidheartjourney@gmail.com or Venmo @Crystal-Zehr or PayPal at www.paypal.me/CrystalDZehr

And while we’re on the topic, are you an organ donor? For information, check out donation statistics at www.organdonor.gov/statistics-stories/statistics.html or FAQs 
answered by the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) at unos.org/transplant/facts/.

The Ride
On Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020, with the assistance of Stockbridge Police Chief Johnnie Torres, local residents and riders of motorcycle enthusiast group We Ride 

Michigan gathered for the We Ride for Dean David fundraising event. This ride was hosted by Cheryl Norton and her husband Mike, who are known to ride that extra 
mile for the good of others in fundraising events or to cheer someone up or just show their support. With 40 riders on 27 bikes, participants met at the Stockbridge Area 
Emergency Service Authority (SAESA) parking lot staging area. As fog gave way to a clear day for a scenic countryside ride, the group headed out from Stockbridge 
to the C.S. Mott Children's Hospital in Ann, Arbor in support of Dean David Zehr Bair. For the safety of the riders, the fundraising event was fully escorted by the 
Stockbridge, Washtenaw County and the Ann Arbor police departments.
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Jeannine Wayman stays active, involved in her community

Jeannine Wayman sitting on her 
charming, welcoming porch. Photo 
credit Joan Tucker

by Joan Tucker
Jeannine Wayman, whose smiling face is very recognizable in the 

Stockbridge community, is a quiet, steadfast and lovely 86-year-old 
woman.  She believes in being active and involved.  She walks her little 
dog Georgetta, a Miniature Goldendoodle, twice each day.  Going to the 
Stockbridge Wellness Center was one of her weekly activities. 

As a longtime member of the Stockbridge Area Garden Club, Jeanine 
demonstrates her talents with a beautifully planted yard, decorated to the 
hilt for any given season.  Additionally, she volunteered for various duties 
at the Waterloo Farm Museum for many years.  

She loves reading, golfing, painting, knitting and needlework. 
One of Jeannine’s major priorities, though, is making time for coffee 

with friends —one of her favorite pastimes — which keeps her connected 
to the community.

In 1956, Jeannine moved to Stockbridge from her home in Romulus, 
Mich., where she was raised with three siblings.  She taught elementary 
school in Stockbridge for 29 years. When asked what she liked 

about teaching, she mentioned witnessing student growth in reading and writing, as well as enjoying the 
personalities of young people.

As a single working mother, Jeannine says, “I had to learn to do everything myself, from checking the oil 
in the car to hanging pictures in my home.” She became very independent with the help of friends and family.  

Jeannine raised two successful children who followed in her footsteps as Michigan State University 
alumni: Becky Pena (account executive for WILX) and David Basore (produce farmer in Florida).   One of 
her most difficult times was when her children went away to college.  She missed them horribly. Of course, 
this feeling was short-lived as both children married and gave her grandchildren: Joey and Jayme (Becky’s 
children) and Murphy, David and Daniel (David’s children). 

See Wayman on page 20.

The Open Air Market appreciates 
our community

Thank you to Stockbridge Township, Stockbridge 
Downtown Development Authority, Stockbridge 
Community News, Stockbridge Wellness Coalition, 
Stockbridge Area Arts Council, Stockbridge Area Chamber 
of Commerce, the Village of Stockbridge and all our 
fabulously talented musicians, especially Gary Allen.

Also, we want to thank everyone who patronized the 
market, came to enjoy Market Music and helped us make 
this a very successful and safe season on the square.

Our vendors are awesome! Our helpers are the best: 
Lucas, Keshava, RJ and FiFi from First Robotics and Marisa 
from SAESA Explorers. We love working with Outreach to 
get local food for their clients.

Stockbridge is a wonderful place to have our type of 
market as we are known for our friendliness and sense of 
community. The Open Air Market is grateful to all of you!

Susan Pidd Realty holds third annual 
coat drive

We are now 
accepting new or 
gently used coats, 
which will stay in 
our community 
and be given out 
at Christmastime. 
Please drop off 
coats for all ages 
and sizes at Susan 
Pidd Realty located 
at 220 W. Main St. 
in Stockbridge. For 
more information, 
call 517-851-7568. 
We appreciate your 
kindness.
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Consider adopting 
a family or 

individual this 
Christmas through 

Stockbridge 
Community 

Outreach 
Visit the Outreach website or Facebook or call 517-851-7285.

Holiday planning begins at Stockbridge Community Outreach
by Karen Smith
Pumpkins, mums and spooky decorations signal more than the coming of Halloween. For the Stockbridge 

Community Outreach, it's time to begin planning for the holidays and gearing up for the organization's busiest 
time of the year. 

This holiday season in 2020 promises to be busier than ever, with many new families in need of assistance 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Following are some dates and information for those on the application or donor side of this popular program.
How to apply
The Adopt-a-Family/Holiday Food Basket Program has been running successfully at Outreach for many 

years.  Enrollment in the program runs from Nov. 2 to Nov. 30. It is completed in person, by appointment, 
by calling the office at 517-851-7285.  Applicants will be asked for proof of residency and income, and upon 
verification, a wish list for each member of the family will be taken.  

A completed application enrolls a family in both the Thanksgiving and Christmas Programs, although it is their choice.  Some choose not to receive a Thanksgiving basket if they 
are not preparing dinner at home, and others choose not to fill out a wish list and to receive food only.  A normal caseload of holiday applications is about 100.  That’s  100 Thanksgiving 
food baskets, 100 Christmas food baskets and 100 families’ wish lists to fill!

How to donate
Outreach receives many, many questions about what is needed during the holidays. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS THAT EVERY FAMILY BE ADOPTED! Families 

range in size from a single person to as many as 12. Donors can choose the size of family they are comfortable with, given their budget.  A good rule of thumb is about $100 per adopted 
family member, but each donor must decide that for themselves, and some wish lists are only one or two items.  

The most popular adoption request is for a family with young children. But often, the most grateful family is one of adults who haven’t had a Christmas, or even new things in years. 
They come in, with tears in their eyes, to thank us for the new coat or pair of shoes they received, and are proudly wearing. 

Another request we often hear is that donors wish to serve “the neediest” family.  Anyone contributing to this program should know that all applicants have been screened for 
residency and income.  Any individual or family you adopt is a member of your community in need.  

Shopping may present a challenge this year for those who are trying to stay home.  Online shopping, asking someone to help out, or giving a cash donation in lieu of adoption are all 
solutions to this. 

Donating food
Food also is needed for holiday baskets.  All baskets are assembled at Outreach, so each family receives an identical variety of food.  If you wish to help with this, the needed holiday 

foods are yams, cranberry sauce, potato flakes, gravy, turkeys, hams, canned fruit, canned pumpkin and jello. Please let Outreach know if you are doing a food drive (or any other 
kind of drive) so we can expect your donation! If you plan to donate for Thanksgiving, the deadline is Nov. 20.  For Christmas, the deadline is Dec. 16. 

This community truly cares for their neighbors.  Outreach thanks the many organizations and individuals who have supported the holiday program in the past.  Last year 100% of 
the families were adopted by the community.  Outreach has always made sure that every family who applies receives gifts, but this was the first year that everyone was adopted by the 
community.  We know that with your help, Outreach can meet this goal again in 2020.   Please direct your questions and comments to Karen Smith at 517-851-7285.
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  Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and 
of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge 
Community News website within the past month. If you wish to have a death 
notice included in a future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Bonnie Lou Lowe - died Oct. 2020 - Munith
 · John Conway - died Oct. 18, 2020 - Pleasant Lake
 · Richard E. Deanhofer - died Oct. 18, 2020 - Munith
 · Jon Clifton - died Sept. 26, 2020 - Bath

Death Notices

Obituaries Nancy Louise Matyzius

Nancy Louise Matyzius
Passed away April 18, 2020

Of Stockbridge, Michigan passed away on Saturday, 
April 18, 2020 at the age of 72

A Mass of Christian burial has been scheduled for 
Nancy at Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian Church (1320 
Catholic Church Road Leslie, Michigan 49251) on 
November 2, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. with Fr. Jim Shaver to 
officiate. Nancy will be laid to rest at St Cornelius and 
Cyprian Parish Cemetery.

 She will be remembered by her husband of 
nearly 50 years, Albert Matyzius; daughter, Dawn 
(Christopher Dean) Matyzius; her two beloved 
grandchildren, Michael Sercombe and Megan 
Matyzius; siblings, Glen Trapp, Carol Satterthwaite, 
Patricia Patterson and Edward (Sue) Trapp as well as 
nieces, nephews, loving family members and friends. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her daughter, Kristina 
Matyzius; siblings, James Trapp, Robert Trapp, Dr. Alan Trapp, Jeanette Collins, 
and Shirley Habeck. Nancy was born in Jackson, Michigan on March 19, 1948 to 
Howard and Harriet (Jackman) Trapp. After graduating from Stockbridge High 
school in 1966 she continued her education at Foote Hospital Nursing program 
where she received an associate’s degree in 1969. She retired from Sparrow 
Hospital after many years of service as a surgical nurse. Nancy was a lifelong 
resident of Stockbridge. She and Albert shared many travels, and they were 
extremely fond of taking cruises. Nancy enjoyed going to Las Vegas with her 
sisters and went to many conventions with friends and co-workers. She was kind, 
loving and adored her family. Her grandchildren were the light of her life. She 
touched the lives of many and will be greatly missed. As she would say, “Live one 
day at a time and do the best you can.”

Robert J. McGrath

Robert J. McGrath
Passed away Oct. 9, 2020

On Friday, October 9th, 2020, Robert Joseph 
McGrath, of Stockbridge, Michigan, loving husband 
and father of seven children, passed away from 
pancreatic cancer at the age of 62.  Robert was born 
in Iowa City, Iowa to Robert and Nancy McGrath. 
In December, 1987 he married Michele Zimmerman.  
They had five sons, Patrick, Christopher, Jonathan, 
Michael and Matthew and one daughter, Colleen.  
Robert also had another daughter, Katherine, from 
a previous marriage. Robert and his family resided 
in Davenport, Iowa until 2003 when they moved to 
Hartland, Michigan.  

Robert spent his entire life building relationships 
both professionally; first in the restaurant business, then the commercial facilities 
service industry, and also personally with his family and friends.  Robert was 
known for his sense of humor and quick wit, his dedication to his wife and family 
and his integrity and compassionate work ethic.  He was a remarkable example 
of courage and determination for his children and always kept his promise. He 
modeled honest values and encouraged his children to never give up no matter 
what obstacles were in front of them and to work hard to achieve their goals.

Robert was preceded in death by his father, Robert Dennis, his mother, Nancy 
(McGrath) Whitty, his step-father, Lawrence Joseph Whitty, and brother, Michael.  
He is survived by his wife, Michele, his seven children, Katherine (McGrath) 
Fitzgerald, Patrick, Christopher, Colleen, Jonathan, Michael and Matthew 
McGrath, his four grandchildren, Quinn Fitzgerald, Carter, Dominic and Harper 
McGrath, his brothers Dennis McGrath, Larry Whitty, Tim Whitty and sisters, 
Susan (McGrath) Carranza, Carolyn (McGrath) Molina, Julie (Whitty) Losasso, 
and Kristel (Whitty) Ersan, along with several cousins, nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, November 7th 
at Venture Church, 8457 E. Highland Road, Howell, Michigan 48843 at 11 o’clock 
am.  Memorial donations may be made to Pancreatic Cancer Research.

Marvin "Marv" E. Fraker
Passed away Oct. 5, 2020

Marvin “Marv” E. Fraker of Jackson, Michigan, 
age 87, died Monday, October 5, 2020 at Arbor Manor 
in Spring Arbor, MI. He was born July 8, 1933 in 
Deerfield MI to Irvin and Pearl (Weber) Fraker. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, one sister Doris, two 
brothers Warren and Calvin, and a step-sister, Gwen 
(Dave) Blackmer.

He married Beatrice Baker on August 3, 1957. 
She survives along with four sons: James (Marcella)-
Escondido, CA, Gerald (Bobbie)-Apex, NC, Donald 
(MaryJane)-Grand Rapids, MI and Daniel (Janet)-
Caledonia, IL. Eight grandchildren: Pamela, Kimberly; 
Tanya, Joel; David; Sarah, Amy and Elliot. Five great-
grandchildren: Tomás; Payton, Cali; Brent & Elizabeth. 

One step-brother Bruce Boice (Carol), and one step-sister, Phyllis Dick. Several 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Marv graduated from Ann Arbor High School in 1952. He was All-State in both 
football and wrestling. This earned him an athletic scholarship to Michigan State 
University where he played football for one season. After one semester at Michigan 
State University, he decided to return home to become a plumber. He received 
his journeyman’s plumbing license in 1957 and his Master plumbing license in 
1970. Marv owned Fraker Plumbing Inc. from 1971-1985. He was a member of 
Plumbers/Pipefitters UA Local 190 for over 66 years.

Marv was strong as a bull, but gentle as a lamb. Marv was very active in his 
church. He was a trustee on the church board for many years at the Southwest 
Church of the Nazarene in Gregory MI. He was also the general contractor for his 
church, its parsonage and years later an addition to the church. If a job needed to 
be done at his church, he did it. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Award 
by his church. Highlights of his life were his family, especially his grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and serving his Lord.

Funeral services will be held Friday, Oct. 9, 2020 at the Chelsea Church of the 
Nazarene, 12126 Jackson Rd, Dexter Twp, MI 48130 with the burial following at 
Washtenong Memorial Park in Ann Arbor. A viewing will be held Thursday, Oct. 
8 at Cole Funeral Chapel, 214 E. Middle St. Chelsea, MI. 48118. Due to COVID 
restrictions, please call Cole Funeral Chapel at 734-475-1551 to schedule a time 
for viewing or reserve a spot at the funeral. Donations may be made to SouthWest 
Church of the Nazarene, 14555 Holmes Road, Gregory, MI 48137.

Marvin “Marv” E. Fraker
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If and when that happens, will it be a burden for you to meet that expense when making an insurance claim? There is really not that much difference in monthly 
premiums for policies that have $1,000.00 and $500.00 deductibles. Explore all of your options, and choose the best for your budget.
● Know what coverages you have in place. Do you have an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) rider? You must specifically instruct your insurance agent to add 
an OEM, or factory original parts, rider to your policy. If you don’t, then it is most likely that when you get into an accident, they will instruct the body shop to use 
aftermarket or used (junkyard) parts on your car. This is true regardless of the age, make or model of your vehicle. Imagine them putting a salvaged bumper on your 
brand-new Lexus. It happens every single day, all across America.

Do you have rental car coverage? One of the best ways to be prepared for a car accident is to know that you won’t be left without transportation while your car is 
being repaired. But like an OEM rider, you must specifically request your agent to add rental car coverage. With this addition to your policy,
the insurance company will cover the cost (up to a specified limit of days) for a rental car. If you don’t have access to another car, this can be very important.

Do you have better than ‘basic’ liability coverage? You might get sued. There’s no nicer way to say it. If you hit an expensive car, and your
policy has only basic liability coverage, you might get sued for the difference between your policy limit and what it costs to repair their car. Now imagine if more than 
one car is involved in the accident. The amount of your liability coverage is no place for stepping over dollars to pick up pennies.

Do you have an appraisal clause in your policy? An appraisal clause is an insurance provision allowing either the insurer or the insured (you)
to demand a binding appraisal of damaged property if you dispute the value that your insurance company assigns to your claim. In many cases, this involves both you 
and your insurance company to select a third-party, independent appraiser to assess the damage and come to a binding agreement. This could force your insurance 
company to pay you much more money than what they originally offered. If your policy doesn’t have an appraisal clause, it may be time to look for another insurer.

Will your car be totaled by your insurance company? There are many factors considered by your insurance company as they determine whether
or not to total your car. Most companies will cover up to 70-80% of the vehicle’s value before declaring it a total wreck. In Michigan, the total factor is 75%.

Important information for new drivers Most new drivers “inherit” their parent’s auto insurance policy. The terms, riders, limits and
deductibles may fit your parent’s lifestyle and risk tolerance, but may not be right for you. Car accidents are far more likely for new drivers. One of the best suggestions 
that we can make as you get prepared for an accident is to go over each and every coverage of your policy as quickly as possible. Make appropriate adjustments to the 
coverage limits and riders so that you are protected when you need it most.

How to choose an insurance company We live in a time where sound bites and catchphrases have a strong influence over our decision-making processes. It’s easy to 
hear things like, “15 minutes can save you 15%”, or “like a good neighbor” and feel financially or emotionally driven to choose an insurer. Or maybe a family member 
is an agent for a particular insurance company. They probably “expect” you to bring your business to them – just because they’re related. We strongly encourage you to 
choose your insurance company based upon how they will respond in time of need, instead of by how they make you feel.

Expert page 6
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Dear editor,Dear editor,
I am writing in regard to the utter dismay, and disgust I have for my right to freedom of I am writing in regard to the utter dismay, and disgust I have for my right to freedom of 

expression being continuously violated.expression being continuously violated.
 My husband and I support a candidate for president, as well as the other candidates running for  My husband and I support a candidate for president, as well as the other candidates running for 

election in that party. We display our support with campaign signs, as many households do on both election in that party. We display our support with campaign signs, as many households do on both 
sides of the ticket. I respect others’ right to demonstrate who they support.sides of the ticket. I respect others’ right to demonstrate who they support.

 In a few short weeks, we have had three signs stolen, our flagpole and flag taken, our other signs  In a few short weeks, we have had three signs stolen, our flagpole and flag taken, our other signs 
run over, and at least 10 campaign signs taken from locations all over Unadilla Township.run over, and at least 10 campaign signs taken from locations all over Unadilla Township.

 Gregory, Unadilla, has been our home for 25 years, and I have always tried to respect and work  Gregory, Unadilla, has been our home for 25 years, and I have always tried to respect and work 
with everyone, no matter what side of the aisle they are on. I do this as trustee of the Unadilla with everyone, no matter what side of the aisle they are on. I do this as trustee of the Unadilla 
Township Board, and I do this in every thread of my life!Township Board, and I do this in every thread of my life!

Lori CowanLori Cowan
Pinckney, MI  48169Pinckney, MI  48169

Letter to the editor

Community donations boost 'Stockbridge 
Fire Victims Fund' to nearly $30K

by Tina Cole-Mullins
In the weeks following a large fire Aug. 11 at Lakewood Apartments in downtown Stockbridge, the generous 

community rallied to support the 15 families who lost their homes in the blaze. 
Rob Beam, owner of Rob's Pizza, a community asset for close to 40 years, took to social media to kick off a 

fundraising campaign for the victims.
 “We all know someone who lost most, if not all, their belongings in the fire," he wrote. "I'd like to start a fund to help 

the residents who are this morning waking up to a whole different world.”
Beam has been friends with Lakewood residents for many years, prompting his desire to help. He started the fund 

with his own $1,000 donation, and with the Lakewood Apartments manager contacted an Eaton Federal Bank (now Eaton 
Community Bank) employee. Then Laura and Darren Hejnal helped set up and manage the funds and their distribution.

Money collected for the "Stockbridge Fire Victims Fund" was equally distributed by cashier's checks, donated through 
Eaton Community Bank, to resident households displaced by the fire. 

Donations could be made at Rob's Pizza, Crossroads church, Gregory Pub and Eaton Community Bank. Money started 
coming in almost immediately and in less than 24 hours close to $10,000 had been collected.

Beam kept the community informed of the progress of the fund. He offered gracious thank-you mentions on his 
business page for gestures of help and donations, no matter large or small

“Thank you to Good Shepherd Mission, Elder Ridge Care Home, Tracey Hernly of Howard Hannah Real Estate, 
Youngs Turf farm and Ted Watters and Sons farms for a $1,000 donation,” Beam shared.

See Fire on page 23.
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Stockbridge Township Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes Oct. 19, 2020

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order On 
October 19, 2020 at 7:30PM at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner Via Video Call, Trustee Terry 
Sommer, Trustee Ed Wetherell Member 
Absent. None
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Agenda with 
the amendment of adding Marijuana 
Committee under new business Wetherell 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried.
Citizen Comments: None
Wetherell motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
Minutes as printed Sommer Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Sommer  motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Financial report as printed 
from April 1, 2020 to October 19, 2020 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Stockbridge Township 3rd  Quarterly 

Building Department Report is as followed 
Zoning 5 New Permits, Building 11 New 
Permits ( 5 Roofs, 4 Pole Barns, 1 Carport, 
1 Egress Window), Electrical 8 New 
Permits, Mechanical 10 New Permits, 
Plumbing 3 New Permits, Driveways 0 
New Permits, Addresses 2 New Permits, 
Demolition 0 New Permits 
Groundwater Quality Report for 

Bunkerhill, White Oak, and Stockbridge 
Townships 1987/2019 Report presentation 
by Garry Rowe If you would like to see 

the results and overview please stop by the 
Stockbridge Township Offices.
Old Business
Halloween on the Square update 
New Business
Stockbridge Township will allow the 

Stockbridge Library to use the parking lot by 
the bays to have a drive by reindeer event on 
December 9, 2020 From 4PM to 5:30PM
Kalamink Windermill Project Presentation
Lantis motion to allow the Stockbridge 

Chamber to use the Stockbridge Township 
Square for Festival of Lights on November 
28, 2020 Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Lantis motion to allow Amanda Scheller 

and the Backstreet to use the Stockbridge 
Township Santa chair on November 21, 2020 
to do Santa pictures that will be open to the 
public Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lantis motion for the Stockbridge Township 

Board to set a budget of $1,500.00 for 
lights and decoration for the Festival of 
Lights Sommer second All in Favor Motion 
Carried.
Lantis Motion to pay 2 Planning 

Commission members to sit on a committee 
to review Marihuana applications the 
members will be paid $50.00 for the first 
hour and $20.00 an hour for each hour after 
paid by the hour. Sommer Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Lantis motion to pay the Stockbridge 

Township Board monthly bills in the amount 
of $17,816.46 Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Regular monthly board meeting 
at 9:35PM on August 17, 2020 Muraf Seond 
All in Favor meeting Adjourned
BM

UTPD Activity from Sept. 1-30, 2020
Tuesday 9/1 - Suspicious Situation-Oliver Ct./Orlando 
Dr., Suspicious Vehicle-Celestial Cir./Meadowpark Dr.
Wednesday 9/2 - Personal Injury Accident-Doyle Rd./
Meadowpark Dr.
Thursday 9/3 - Noise Disturbance-Kaiser Rd./Hadley 
Rd.
Friday 9/4 - Assist Other Agency-Howell St./Main 
St., Assist Unadilla Township Fire Dept.-Church St./
Webb St., Assist EMS-Point Dr./Patterson Lake Dr.
Saturday 9/5 - Assist EMS-Webb St./Church St.
Sunday 9/6 - Domestic Physical-Location 
Undisclosed, Welfare Check-Spearswood Dr./
Thornton Dr., Accident-Gregory Rd./Wasson Rd.
Monday 9/7 - Assist EMS-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd.
Tuesday 9/8 - Suicidal Subject-Location Undisclosed, 
Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr., Welfare 
Check-W.M-36/Graves Rd., Assist EMS-Gregory Ct./
Gregory Rd.
Wednesday 9/9 - Assist EMS-Lakeview Dr./Kaiser 
Rd., Malicious Destruction of Property-Bowdish Rd./
Worden Rd., Assist Michigan State Police-Dutcher 
Rd./Vines Rd., Assist EMS-Kane Rd./E.M-36
Thursday 9/10 - Animal Complaint-Kathryn 
Ct./W.M-36, Civil Complaint-Williamsville Rd./San 
Luray Dr., Civil Complaint-San Souci Ave./San Juan 
Ct., Hit and Run Accident-Dutton Rd./M-36
Friday 9/11 - Stalking-Kuhn St./Main St.
Saturday 9/12 - Fraud-Dexter Trl./Van Syckle Rd., 
Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Van Syckle Rd., Civil Matter-
Unadilla Rd./Bullis Rd., Welfare Check-Kane Rd./E. 
M-36
Monday 9/14 - Assist EMS-San Marino Ave./San 
Juan Ct., Assist EMS-Celestial Cir./Meadowpark Dr., 
Welfare Check-San Marino Ave./San Juan Ct.
Tuesday 9/15 - Assist EMS-Kane Rd./E. M-36, 
Property Damage Accident/Car Versus Deer-M-36/
Van Syckle Rd., Suspicious Person-Donohue Rd./
Spears Rd.

Wednesday 9/16 - Civil Complaint-Wasson Rd./
Bradley Rd., Malicious Destruction of Property-San 
Souci Ave./San Juan Ct.
Thursday 9/17 - Damage/Vandalism-Kane Rd./E. 
M-36, Assist Village of Pinckney Police Dept.-W. M-36/
Main St.
Friday 9/18 - Animal Complaint-E. Trebesh Cir./
Livermore
Saturday 9/19 - Larceny-E. Trebesh Cir./Livermore, 
Welfare Check-Kane Rd./E. M-36
Sunday 9/20 - Welfare Check-W. Trebesh Cir./
Winfred Ct., Hit and Run Accident-Main St./Dewey St., 
Disturbance/Trouble-W. M-36/Twin Ponds Trl.
Monday 9/21 - Property Damage Accident-M-36/Main 
St., Suspicious Situation-Unadilla Rd./Williamsville 
Rd., Suspicious Vehicle-Joslin Lake Dr./Cavell Dr., 
Domestic Verbal-Webb St.
Tuesday 9/22 - Road Hazard-Gregory Rd./Spears Rd., 
Missing/Found Person-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Wednesday 9/23 - Death-Location Undisclosed, Assist 
EMS-Kane Rd./E. M-36, Property Damage Accident/
Car Versus Deer-M-106/Dutton Rd.
Thursday 9/24 - Assist other Agency-Doyle Rd./
Roepke Rd.
Friday 9/25 - Trespassing, Loitering-Kaiser Rd./Sunset 
Dr., Suspicious Situation-Spears Rd./Gregory Rd., Civil 
Complaint-Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd., Suspicious Vehicle-
Donohue Rd./Spears Rd.
Saturday 9/26 - Intimidation/Threats/Stalking-
Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.
Sunday 9/27 - Respond to Alarm-Kaiser Rd./Sunset Dr., 
Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.
Tuesday 9/29 - Assist EMS-Worden Rd./Bowdish Rd., 
Animal Complaint-San Souci Ave./San Juan Ct.
Wednesday 9/30 - Animal Complaint-Doyle Rd./
Van Syckle Rd., Assist Other Agency-Townview Ln./
Stonehouse Dr.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Minutes Oct. 5, 2020

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 
7:00 pm.Roll Call: PRESENT:President Molly 
Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee 
Richard Mullins, Trustee Kim Morehouse, 
Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Greg 
Uihlein, Trustee Heath Corey
ABSENT:None; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, 

Village Clerk, Police Chief Johnnie Torres, John 
Gormley, Village Attorney; Citizens were also 
present; Pledge of Allegiance 
President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda MOTION by Quintanilla, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the 
September 14, 2020 agenda as amended to add 
Police New Hire and remove “rescheduled” 
from header. Motion carried unanimously; 
Approval of Minutes MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the 
minutes from August 4, 2020 as amended; 
correct Chadwick Quintanilla name spelling 
Motion carried unanimously; Public Comment 
– None; FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts 
Payable MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED 
by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the accounts 
payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Morehouse, Corey, Mullins, 
Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT:  
None MOTION PASSED; President Report 
President Howlett updated the council on 
ongoing projects.NEW BUSINESS DPW Full-
Time – Joshua Lewis MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; promote 
Joshua Lewis to full-time at $15.00 per hour + 
benefits; contingent upon 90-day probationary 
period.AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Morehouse, 
Corey, Mullins, Uihlein, HowlettNAYS:  
NoneABSENT:  None MOTION PASSED; 

Village Mowers MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; Sell 
(2) John Deere mowers in spring and purchase 
through MIDeal (2) Earmarks as recommended 
by Department of Public Works.AYES: Cattell, 
Quintanilla, Uihlein, Corey, Morehouse, Mullins, 
Howlett NAYS:  None ABSENT:  None MOTION 
PASSED Halloween Hours  MOTION by 
Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
trick-or-treating hours 5:30pm to 7:30pm.
AYES: Corey, Morehouse, Mullins, Uihlein, 
Howlett NAYS:  Quintanilla, Cattell ABSENT:  
None  MOTION PASSED; Police New Hire 
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; hire Angela Matthews part-time, 
16 plus hours per week at $16.00 per hour. AYES: 
Morehouse, Corey, Quintanilla, Mullins, Uihlein, 
Cattell, Howlett NAYS:  None ABSENT:  None 
MOTION PASSED UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Cemetery Discussion MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; to 
approve the rate increases for non-residents and 
resident purchases.  Motion carried unanimously; 
DDA Rules and Procedures MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the 
Rules and Procedures as presented by the SDDA. 
Motion carried unanimously Public Comment 
Council Comments Morehouse –  The township 
may get upset over the increases, should the 
village revisit the conversation with the Township 
Supervisor for shared expenses in the cemetery. 
Corey – Discussed the cemetery rates. Mullins 
– Explained rates regarding township residents. 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED to adjourn 
the Council Meeting at 9:30pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk

 

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Unapproved 
Minutes Sept. 22, 2020 7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope 

Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present:  Lance, Kitley, McAlister, Walz, Morency.   
Public Comment: Bill Richardson spoke of the 

gravel hauler issues from Aggregate Industries.  It may 
happen that citations will be issued from our Zoning 
Enforcement Officer.  Cynthia Richardson introduced 
herself as a Republican Precinct Delegate for Waterloo 
Township and can provide signs for yards if people 
wish to have them. 

Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept the consent agenda as presented.  
Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried. 

Correspondence: Email information from Mallory 
Glenn will be addressed later in the meeting.

Old Business:  Wendy gave a report on the Parks and 
Recreation work.  She continues to work on changes 
updating the Waterloo Township Parks and Recreation 
Plan.  They are working remotely on the plan.

Kitley reported that the Musbach property has been 
cleaned up and inspected/approved by our building 
inspector.

Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
approve a 5/year special assessment spreading out 
the total demolition cost of $9,990 into a twice a year 
payment included in their property tax total a cost of 
$1,098 the first year and $999 each property tax cycle 
from 2021 through 2025.  Aye/all; no/none.  Motion 
carried. 

New Business:  Lisa Morency gave a report on 
the Planning Commission meeting on 9/15.  They 
reviewed the topics review list and updated it for 
completed items with new additions to the list.  
Reviewed Articles 1-7 with minor changes and 
discussion on Article 4 and Article 3.08.  they looked 
at the new Grass Lake Village Draft Master Plan.  
They also talked about a meat processing facility 
inquiry.

There was more discussion on contracting with the 
Jackson County Sheriff’s office for one year.  It would 
give us 40 hours of coverage a week.   We will have 

our lawyers look at the contract and suggest any changes 
deemed necessary.  Also discussed was the possibility of 
a small millage being asked for to help defray the cost 
of the 1-year contract.  This most likely would not go to 
a millage vote until May of 2021.

Lance motioned with support from Walz to approve the 
quote from Peterson Electric for surge protectors to help 
us prevent against electrical outage surges to our heat/
air at a cost of $2,703.47.  Roll call vote:  Yes/Lance, 
Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley.  No/none.  Motion 
carried.

Lance motioned with support from Kitley to approve 
Land Division Application for Keith Haglund, Parent 
Parcel # 000-05-33-401-001-06 resulting in2 parcels: 
New Parent Parcel # 000-05-33-401-001-09 and new 
split parcel 000-05-33-401-001-08.  Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried.

It was decided to table the Region 2 motorized vehicle 
resolution until the next meeting.

Lance motioned with support from McAlister to 
reschedule the October board meeting to October 22.  
Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried.

The sample ordinances from Glenn Farm and Seeds 
was discussed.  They will be sent to our lawyers for 
concerns and recommendations.

Public Comment:   Nate Glenn thanked Josh 
McAlister and SAESA for their tour at his facility.   Bill 
Richardson said police would be a good addition in our 
Township again.   Lance stated that Grass Lake have a 
contract with Jackson County Sheriff’s office and are 
very satisfied.  

Adjournment:  Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 7:00 p.m..  The next 
regular Board meeting will be on Thursday, October 22 
at 7:00 p.m.  The change in date is due to a conflict of 
schedule.   Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk



November 2020Stockbridge Community News18

Article by Mary Jo David
If you were born and raised in the city and spent years raising kids in the suburbs, you aren’t quite ready for the critters that surround 

you when you move out to the country. Such is the tale of this city-girl-turned-country-girl! After two years in the country, this author has 
learned that the garage is fair game to tiny four-legged friends or more-legged friends who are looking for a warm home for the winter. 
Eeeeek!

Between the wasps of summer and the spiders and mice in the fall, it was nice to learn of a local company that makes it their business to 
help residents who are overrun by critters—whatever the season. Creature Control, located at 179 Kuhn St. in nearby Gregory, is a family-
owned business founded in 2006. 

Jesse and Jason Sutton—both graduates of Stockbridge High School—own the business, and several other members of the Sutton 
clan have worked answering phones, as technicians, and on the restoration crews over the years. The company has expanded beyond just 
family to employ more than 30 people who, together, have made Creature Control Michigan’s largest independent pest and wildlife control 

As weather turns colder, a local business helps keep creatures from invading your space

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

company.
Vice President Phillip Campbell agrees that fall can be an especially challenging time for keeping 

unwanted animals out of the home. “Red squirrels have their litters in early fall so they are looking for warm 
attics. Overwintering bugs, like box elders, start trying to get into homes, and as you’ve probably noticed, 
stink bugs have been especially bad the past few years.” But overwhelmingly, mice are probably the biggest 
fall pest. According to Campbell, “They get very active when the weather gets cold. Everyone wants into the 
house to stay warm!”

So, what can residents do this time of year to safeguard their homes against pests who are dying to get in? 
Campbell recommends many of the same repairs that also help with energy efficiency. “Make sure your roof 
is in good repair and that vents are installed correctly and properly secured.” He also recommends sealing 
doors and windows tightly, and for those with habitual mouse problems, getting a good foundation seal. 

As bad as fall pests can seem though, Campbell says their busiest season is “undoubtedly the summer. 
There’s just more things out as it gets hot.” Creature Control technicians spend considerable summer hours 
evicting bats from attics and taking care of problems related to hornets, yellow jackets, and stinging insects.

Luckily, many of the Creature Control technicians carry multiple certifications, so they can be ready for 
most anything—and they mean anything! 

“Years ago, in Brighton, we went on a call for an exotic African goose that someone had brought into the United States illegally and then released into the Brighton 
Mill Pond. It was extremely aggressive and even bit their city manager,” Campbell noted.

Technicians and certifications are great, but what this author finds most comforting is that the company is located within screaming distance of her house!
Questions? Visit www.creaturecontrol.net or contact them directly by calling 734-476-0166 or emailing customerservice@creaturecontrol.net.
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the 

Stockbridge Community News.

Just another day on the job (and between jobs) for Creature 
Control’s Dave Mullins. Check out the company’s blog at www.
creaturecontrol.net/blog for useful information and interesting 
stories. Photos courtesy of Creature Control
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For the love of bread: A tribute to John Savanna, owner and founder of Mill Pond Bakery (Part 2)

The beloved olive twists. 
Photo credit Sarah Tucker 
Bouchard

by Laura Tucker Honig and Joan Tucker
Memories of Mill Pond’s John Savanna continue from last month, this time with a focus on what it was like to have the opportunity to 

work with John.
For those of us who had the privilege to work with John at his Mill Pond bakeries, we were lucky to say the least. I cannot speak for all 

of us, but it seemed like John may have been our saving grace. In a world that was shaping up to be more corporate and mainstream, the 
Mill Pond was an alternative haven where we learned to work hard in a unique and supportive environment. John was our mentor and hero. 
He listened and treated us like the adults we aspired to be. He thanked us for hard work and even for the most mundane of tasks. He made 
us feel that every job was important. John gave us the confidence that we all had the ability to handle adversity and a change of plans. (I 
only wish he knew about the current pandemic sourdough explosion! Everyone coping, making, shaping, baking, and sharing bread!)

Linda Conrad recalls an early morning in the bakery after a storm took out the power, “I remember it as a hot summer’s day, but then 
it was always hot like summer in the bakery. For a moment I assumed there was nothing to do but go home. Ohhh nooo! John gave the 
command to mix by hand, and we did. We gathered around the big bowl and threw ourselves into kneading, putting the full force of our 
bodies into it, tribal chanting to sustain rhythm, except we kept laughing.” 

John loved a good laugh at absurdity. 
Karen Ocwieja worked with John at Mill Pond Bakery in Munith and later, Mill Pond Breads in Waterloo. She is grateful for “learning 

so much in that short time and long days.” She remembers fondly the “warm challah bread that never lasted the car ride home.” Karen’s 
older sister, Sarah, also worked at Mill Pond Bakery in Munith. Sarah recalls John’s creation of a “community that welcomed you back 
with open arms, good food, time with friends, and even a job, if needed.” Over the years, so many people of all ages and backgrounds who 

worked at Mill Pond became part of John’s extended family for life.
Gabe Blauer, one of the most dedicated and long-standing Mill Pond employees, reflects on 15 years of work at the bakery. 
“John, the bakery, and the relationships I formed there shaped so much of my identity that I honestly don’t know who I’d be without them. John taught me about 

persistence and determination.” Blauer added, “As an artist, he lived by the Calvin Coolidge quote that he kept on the wall of the bakery: ‘Nothing in this world can 
take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful people with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. 
Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.’” 

Gabe recalls how his teacher and friend lived by these words, especially when things got tough or the bakery van keys were missing. Somehow, it would all come 
together and John would make it to the Ann Arbor Farmers Market in time to eagerly display the sought-after fruits of his labor. 

John left a legacy of bread bakers and aficionados. It is really hard to beat a fresh slice of sourdough French, an olive-oil drenched Kalamata olive twist, or an artisan 
apple roll sliced with a slab of butter. His memory is entrenched in his creations that we love and miss. Our hearts are broken and, at the same time, full of gratitude 
for all the ways John taught us to live deeper, more meaningful lives. On the days we miss him most, we can only move one step at time and try to live like he did—
with persistence and determination, humility, creativity, humor, and patience. He is missed terribly, but his spirit and the spirit of the Mill Pond will live on through his 
culinary and community traditions.
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Jeannine also finds joy and love in watching her great-
grandchildren grow —  Joey, 4, and Jack, 2.  Her husband, 
Howard, had four children, which gave her an extended family.  
Jeannine enjoys a relationship with her great-granddaughter, 
Maddie, 16.  Is it any surprise why this active woman still thrives 
at 86?

Jeannine married Howard Wayman 33 years ago and lived 
out at Joslyn Lake for eight years, and then moved back to 
Stockbridge in 1989.  They enjoyed an active life of walking, 
hiking, golfing, boating and traveling.  Their travels could involve 
a spontaneous road trip up North or a planned trip to Europe.  
Jeannine and Howard also enjoyed a few Caribbean cruises. 
Jeannine states the thing that meant the most to her and Howard 
was their time spent with family—whether a simple barbecue or 
attending a sporting event.

Jeannine’s love of traveling continues.  She often flies to West 
Palm Beach, Florida, to see her son David and family.  Recently, 
Jeannine visited Israel with her sister Janey’s family, traveling 
the entire country. This active woman also has hiked in Italy 
and Spain, enjoying the local culture and art.  She takes every 
opportunity to travel, more recently taking an Italian cruise in 
2019 with her immediate family before the coronavirus halted 
travel.  

When asked how she is coping with COVID-19, Jeannine 
notes, “I’m not going to let it slow me down too much.   I am 
going to stay active, follow safety guidelines, and enjoy my 
family and friends.”

Wayman page 12

Celebrate Veterans Day: Become part of America’s largest veterans’ service organization—The American Legion
by Mary Jo David
In 2019 the LEGION Act was signed into law. The passage of this new act simplifies American Legion eligibility and 

opens it up to any veteran with an honorable discharge anytime since the day Pearl Harbor was attacked, Dec. 7, 1941. 
This has extended membership opportunities to 6 million veterans who had served during peacetime and were previously 
ineligible to join the Legion.

Like so many other organizations, American Legion posts across the country and right here in Stockbridge are struggling 
under the weight of dealing with restrictions placed on their activities and fundraising efforts thanks to COVID-19. 

But even before the pandemic, local Legion posts like the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510 in Stockbridge 
have been suffering from a generation gap, with a majority of their current members having served during the Vietnam era. 

Yet, in the U.S., and in Michigan, there is no shortage of veterans who served after Vietnam. USA Today reported, “Since Sept. 11, 2001, the start of the Global War on Terror, 3.3 million veterans have 
served in the U.S. military.” Additionally, the article lists Michigan as home to more than 530,000 veterans.

Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510 membership
Some younger veterans view the stereotypical Legion member as someone who just hangs out at the Post to drink with other like-minded veterans. What they may not realize is that The American Legion 

is America’s largest veterans’ service organization. In Stockbridge, activities like bingo and coney nights have been put on hold due to COVID, but before the pandemic, fundraisers like these helped to 
support veterans, veterans’ families, and the community.

And Legion membership isn’t just about these fundraisers. One local Legion member talked about his experience helping younger veterans navigate the red tape of Veterans Affairs. Additionally, at the 
national level, The American Legion is very active in lobbying the government to encourage the passage of legislation that aids veterans, service members, and their families. If you’re a qualifying veteran, 
consider joining the 114 members of the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510 in Stockbridge. Dues are $50 per year.

But I’m not a veteran
You don’t have to be a Legion member—or veteran—to serve in the other groups that make up the American Legion family here in Stockbridge. In addition to their efforts to assist other veterans and 

community causes, all of the groups listed below offer excellent opportunities for camaraderie.
Sons of the American Legion (SAL): The Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510 chapter has an active SAL contingent, with roughly 115 members. Membership is open to any son or grandson of 

a living American Legion member. Sons and grandsons of deceased veterans are also eligible. Annual dues for SAL membership are $20. Currently, the SAL sponsors an every-other-week takeout fish fry. 
Prior to COVID-19, in addition to Friday fish fries, it was the Sons of the American Legion who hosted the Tractor Show and the Blessing of the Plow. 

Martin Bliss, commander of the local Sons of the American Legion, emphasizes that they raise money for good, “When the Sons have our functions, the money we raise goes back into the Legion or to 
people in need.” Although Bliss is not a veteran, many in his family, including his late son, were in the military. “I make the effort, and the rewards are very worthwhile. I’ve ‘adopted’ a couple vets and we 
do a lot together.”

American Legion Auxiliary: Membership in the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Auxiliary Unit 510 is currently open to grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female 
descendants of eligible veterans. Dues for Auxiliary membership are $30 annually. Currently, the Stockbridge Auxiliary has about 55 members. 

Jean Bliss, a longtime Auxiliary member and fixture in the kitchen during bingo for many years, said, “The Auxiliary is a group effort. We do a lot of good, from helping support Legion activities to 
hosting our own, like the poppy sales.” Tacos were a regular Auxiliary fundraising feature before COVID-19. More recently, the group hosted a lasagna takeout night, and they’re looking at other dinner 
options for future carryout fundraising events during the pandemic. The local unit generally sponsors an 11th-grader to participate in Girls State, a one-week government-in-action learning program; hosts 
scholarships; organizes the poppy sale to benefit disabled vets; and helps families of veterans in the community.

American Legion Riders: Membership in the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510 Riders is open to members in good standing of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of 
the American Legion. Members must have a legally registered motorcycle or have a spouse with a legally registered motorcycle and be properly licensed and insured. Dues are $12 annually and the Riders 
from the Mackinder Glenn Post number approximately 18 members. Prior to COVID-19, the Riders sponsored weekly coney nights and occasionally organized rides between Posts.

For information on current activities of the local American Legion Post, check out the “Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510” Facebook page. To learn more about membership in the Stockbridge 
post, reach out to a local American Legion Member. (Due to COVID-19, there is not always someone at Post 510 to take calls and answer questions.) 

References:  
“11 Things You Need to Know About the LEGION Act”: https://www.legion.org/
“About 18 million military veterans live in the US. Which states have the most vets?” February 4, 2020. https://www.usatoday.com/

She had been familiar from childhood with the 1977 local case of "The Burning Bed" as she grew up in a nearby town. 
In that case, Francine Hughes killed her husband James "Mickey" Hughes (the uncle of this reporter) as he slept by setting 
the house on fire. She took the action after years of abuse and was acquitted at trial of charges. 

The case mobilized women suffering from abuse, and led almost overnight to changes in domestic abuse laws. 
However, Angel felt the laws in some areas had not changed enough to protect her at that time. Her husband had family 
members in law enforcement and the judiciary system, making it more difficult to get help. 

"Every time I tried, it seemed like a roadblock was placed before me," Angel said. "But September of 2016 was the last 
time he got to me. That's when I was beat enough that I could barely move. It was at that time my girlfriend took me to the 
police station and hospital. They took all kinds of pictures of me and took out a protection order.”

A long legal battle over the divorce and custody of her oldest child  followed, lasting several years. In the end, Angel 
was granted not only the divorce but full custody of both children. Her abuser's parental rights were revoked, allowing 
Angel to return to her hometown with the children.

If you are in an abusive relationship It took years for Angel to be able to break free from the abuse, and not every 
victim may be ready or able to do so at this time. Know you are not alone and there is hope. Resources are available in 
various ways.

 If you are currently in a domestic abuse situation and unable to leave, there still are ways to empower yourself, such 
as creating a safety plan. As part of your safety plan, evaluate and access local resources. Even if you're not ready to leave, 
it's good to have an option before you at this difficult time.

Use technology to seek out information and help. Support groups can be found on numerous social media platforms 
and websites, and  free apps for iPhones and Android smartphones are available. One app called myPlan offers not only 
support, but can create a personalized safety plan. It is an app created by survivors, for survivors.

Another popular recommended app is Aspire News. According to its site, it has been voted as one of the “best apps 
for domestic violence prevention.” This  lifesaving app hides in plain sight as a mock news app hosted through Yahoo!, 
containing top world news stories and events.

Reporter's  Note: Domestic violence hurts more than the one who is abused. It may leave residual trauma to children 
and extended family members for generations. I reiterate domestic violence does not discriminate and you are not alone. I, 
too, have lived it. There is hope!

How to find help See the following apps for help preventing domestic violence and creating an empowering plan for 
safely moving forward. Aspire News – www.whengeorgiasmiled.org/aspire-news-app/ myPlan – www.myplanapp.org/

However, apps are not a replacement for 911 when your life is at risk.  Please Call 911 if you are in immediate danger.
Domestic violence resources can be found at: National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233). toll 

free, 24 hours

Violence page 9
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Did you know that only eligible write-in candidates, who have filed the appropriate paperwork by the deadline count?  If you write in a candidate, your ballot will fall into a special compartment in the 
tabulator machine and poll workers will sort through them by hand.  If it is a valid write-in candidate, it is set aside and counted separately by the County Board of Canvassers. If the name is not a valid 
candidate, the rest of your ballot has been counted but the poll workers will have to spend extra time to hand process your ballot, on an already VERY long day.  To find out who the valid write-in candidates 
are, you will need to ask your clerk.  Poll workers are not allowed to tell you who is or is not valid or how to spell names.  This is a great year to try that out since the local school board has three openings, 
but only two names are listed.  ASK questions!  Get involved in our local elections!

If you make a mistake on your ballot, the machine reads it with that mistake.  Although this might sound scary, it is to make sure you get your say.  If you vote in person, the window on the tabulator 
will indicate if your “ballot was cast successfully” OR  if it detects an error; it may spit it out automatically so you can look at it, OR it will ask if you would like to cast your ballot as is.  Be sure to stand at 
the machine long enough to make sure your ballot has been cast.  If you leave the building and your ballot did not register, a poll worker will cast your ballot as is. If you make a mistake and want another 
ballot, no problem.  Put your ballot back in the sleeve and tell a poll worker you need to SPOIL your ballot and be reissued a new one.  Poll workers are not legally able to look at your ballot or make any 
modifications to it, it is up to you to make sure you understand.

Early voting in Michigan is defined as No Reason Absentee.  If you vote absentee in Michigan, a poll worker will cast your ballot as submitted into a tabulator the day of the election for you.  Poll workers 
representing both parties verify that every ballot gets read and are often sequestered and cannot leave the building until all the ballots are cast.

I appreciate it when people thank me, I feel very sad when people express distrust because they do not understand the process.  I myself, had no idea how much work and integrity are needed in these 
positions.  I did not understand how many checks and double-checks are built into the system. I have met many amazing, wonderful, dedicated, thoughtful, trustworthy people through this process.  Poll 
workers are people, just like you.  

The world we live in is DIVIDED right now.  It seems as though we have lost trust and faith in our fellow community members.  We can have civilized discussions about policy without spreading fear, 
hate, and mistrust.  The people working our polls, in this very small community, are people you know. Talk to each other, take responsibility for your own actions, give more than you take, and take only what 
you need.  Ask for help if you need it.  If you don’t find it right away, don’t stop looking.  The current system, although not perfect, does a pretty darn good job considering how complicated the process is and 
how little uniformity there is across states.

Like many of you, it’s not hard for me to decide which side I am representing this time around.  My mind is made up.  I will continue to support our Democratic Republic of The UNITED STATES 
of America because when all is said and done UNITED WE STAND.  Our country and community will come together and move the ball down the field. Do your part, be polite, be patient, be kind… and 
exercise your right to VOTE! If you have requested an absentee ballot but did not fill it out, lost it, etc. and you come to vote in person, the poll book will indicate that you have been issued a ballot. You will 
be required to sign an affidavit swearing that you have not yet voted and are only voting once.  This again, is checked by the Board of Canvassers, to make sure only one vote per person is counted.  Voting 
more than once is a felony and violators will be prosecuted. 

Tips
- There are instructions, please be sure to read them.   Look for signage and postings as you wait in line.
- Find out what is on your ballot before you get there (https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us) 
- If you have any questions ask your CLERK.  There are certain things only your CLERK can tell you.  For example: “Are there any valid write-in candidates?”  

Henrietta Township Deputy Clerk Patricia Kenyon describes the process each precinct goes through to make sure the ballots are ready and accurate! “All jurisdictions in Michigan perform an accuracy 
test for both the software (program cards) and hardware (tabulator) for every election.  This accuracy test is open to the public and the date and time is published prior to the test.  Ballots are (purposely) 
marked in both accurate and inaccurate ways.  Ballots being tested include blank ballots, ballots with random marks not inside the oval, ballots from a different precinct, over-voted ballots and ballots that 
have been marked correctly.  The results are compared to a predetermined chart of results to make sure the software and hardware have tabulated correctly.”   

Henrietta Township Clerk Sally J. Keene:  “We anticipate a heavy turnout on Election Day and will do everything in our power to make sure that the voting process runs smoothly.  Thanks in advance to 
our dedicated election inspectors for their commitment to making sure your right to vote is upheld.”

Henrietta Township offices are open M-F from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Absent voter ballots may be obtained in person during regular business hours or by mail until Friday, Oct. 30.  A ballot drop box is 
available for added convenience and we will be open Saturday, Oct. 31 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Those with questions may call 517-769-6925 for further information.

Poll page 9
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Cross Country teams qualify for regionals

The girls and boys cross country teams both qualified 
for the D3 Regional. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge cross 

country teams swept the pre-
regional in Stockbridge and 
qualified for the D3 Regional 
hosted by Ann Arbor Huron 
Oct. 31.

The girls finished with 
25 points, beating out Ann 
Arbor Greenhills with 34 and 
Riverview Gabriel Richard 
with 93.

The Panthers took four of 
the top five places on their 
way to the win.

Rylee Tolson dominated the race with a PR of 17:47, almost four minutes faster 
than second place.

Brianna Hill was in second with a time of 21:21 and Kaitelyn Walker third in 
21:50. Julianna Debozy was fifth in 22:10, Joy Younglblood 14th in 24:40, Peyton 
Killinger 15th in 25:01, and Sidney Gipe 16th in 25:11.

The boys dominated with 25 points by taking four of the top five places. 
Riverview was second with 45 and Greenhills third with 61.

Dalton Satkowiak was second in 17:30 and Collin Cook third in 17:43. Micah 
Bolton was right behind in fourth in 17:52, Ben Chapman fifth in 17:53, Brock 
Jones eighth in 18:12, Jonah Coffman ninth in 18:27, and Brandon Howlett 16th in 
19:00.

Greater Lansing Championship The Panthers competed in the Division 
2 race at the event and the boys came home 5th and the girls 6th. They will be 
competing in Division 3 at Regionals in two weeks.

The boys finished with 96 points in the race won by Alma with 42. Lansing 
Catholic Central was second with 63 and Ionia third with 82.

Dalton Satkowiak led Stockbridge with a seventh-place finish in 17:35, 
followed by Micah Bolton 16th in 18:05.

Andy Schlaff was 25th in 18:23, Ben Chapman 26th in 18:25, Collin Cook 27th 
in 18:34, Jonah Coffman 33rd in 18:58, and Brock Jones 37th in 19:14.

The girls finished with 137 points in the race won by Lansing Catholic with 31.
Rylee Tolson won the race with a time of 18:30 to lead the Panthers.
Brianna Hill was 10th in 21:24, followed by Kaitelyn Walker 27th in 23:48. Joy 

Youngblood was 46th in 26:16 and Peyton Killinger 53rd in 27:44.
GLAC Jamboree #2 The boys finished with 41 points, just behind Leslie with 

35.
See Cross Country on page 23.

Volleyball continues second half surge

Fast start lifts Panthers past Perry
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge football team used a big first half to roll to a 38-13 GLAC win over Perry Oct. 9.
The Panthers scored 31 first half points on its way to the rout over the Panthers.
Drew Philipp connected with Jeremy Pilch for a 19-yard TD and a 6-0 first quarter lead. Kevin Killinger then scooped 

up a fumble and returned it 23 yards to pay dirt for a 12-0 lead after one.
The second quarter saw Josh Dishneau score from a yard out and Killinger rumble 40 yards to make it 25-0 in the 

second.
Perry got on the board with a 65-yard TD run, but the Panthers answered when Philipp hit Pilch with a 17-yard scoring 

pass for a 31-6 lead at the half.
Drew Robinson scooped up a fumble and returned it five yards for a score to make it 38-6.
Perry would add a 28-yard TD pass to cut the lead to 38-13 but would get no closer.
Philipp had a big night going 11-15 passing for 154 yards and two scores and rushed for 89 yards on 15 carries.
Killinger rushed for 120 yards on nine carries and a TD, while Dishneau had 38 yards on six carries and a score, and 

Robinson 33 yards on eight carries.
See Football on page 23.
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Arin Szumlinski returns a shot for the Panthers.  
Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
After a slow start to the season, 

the Stockbridge volleyball team 
turned its season around with 
strong play the second half of the 
season.

They broke its season long 
slump with a pair of wins during 
the first week of October. The 
Panthers opened the week by 
taking down rival Leslie in three 
sets 26-24, 25-19, 25-17 Oct. 6.

Grace Hall led the Panthers 
with 17 digs and 14 kills, while 
Arin Szumlinski added 15 digs 
and five aces. Gwen Rogozinski 

chipped in with 11 digs, four kills, and four aces, while Madi Mazuca 13 assists 
and four aces.

The Panthers then defeated Napoleon in four sets in a non-league contest Oct. 
8.

They defeated the Pirates 24-26, 25-17, 25-16, 25-20.
Hall had a huge night with 27 digs and 23 kills. Mazuca added 18 assists and 

10 service points, while Szumlinski collected 24 digs. Rogozinski led the team 
with 23 service points and eight kills, while Maddy Dalton dished out 16 assists.

Stockbridge 3 Maple Valley 0 The Panthers took down the Lions 25-16, 26-
24, 25-18 to improve to 2-3 in the GLAC with an away game at Perry Oct. 13 and 
the GLAC tournament at Lakewood Saturday Oct. 17 remaining.

Grace Hall led the Panthers with 22 digs and 14 kills, while Arin Szumlinski 
had 18 digs, 10 service points, and five aces.

Gwen Rogozinski added 14 digs and seven kills, and Madison Mazuca nine 
assists, seven digs, and three aces.

The Panthers had a strong night at the net with 10 blocks as a team.
Stockbridge 3 Perry 1 The Panthers took down Perry in four sets 25-7, 25-18, 

15-25, 25-23.
Stockbridge improved to 3-3 in the GLAC, with the league meet Oct. 17 at 

Lakewood.
Grace Hall had a big night with 23 digs and 16 kills to lead the Panthers.
Arin Szumlinski also had a big night against the Ramblers with 16 digs and 15 

service points. Maddy Dalton chipped in with 13 service points and eight assists, 
Madison Mazuca a team high 16 assists, and Alaina Kellenberger seven kills.

Whitmore Lake Quad Stockbridge won two of three, beating East Jackson in 
three sets, sweeping Whitmore Lake and falling to Livingston Christian.

Hall led the team with 22 kills and 15 points. Maddy Dalton had 15 assists 
and 11 points and Szumlinski 44 digs and 11 points. Mazuca led with 24 assists, 
Rogozinski 11 points, and Alaina Kellenberger 10 kills.

Drew Philipp launches a long touchdown pass 
against Jonesville. Photo provided by Keith Michaels
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Unspecified donations and special thanks were given to Naomi Carson from 
Good Manna, My Body Shop, Church of Christ, the SAESA, Stockbridge Shell, 
Medina's Take Out, the Stockbridge Legion and various anonymous donors.

Some community members organized special fundraising events for the 
fund.

Members of Wake Up Stockbridge, Stockbridge Township and Kona Ice of 
Brighton accepted donations at the Open Air Market with 100% of the proceeds 
and donations going toward the fund.

Stephanie Dunn, owner of Kona Ice Brighton, grew up in the Stockbridge 
area and feels “Kona Ice is at its heart with a fundraising raising opportunity." 

"Usually the percentage given back is 20% to 25%," Dunn said. "But there 
are some causes that hit close to home and close to our heart, like this. When 
we heard that these families lost everything, we felt compelled to give all of our 
sales back to help them.”

Geri Uihlein took to social media one evening and displayed a freshly baked 
peach pie, made by her husband Greg. She asked all their friends in Stockbridge 
to nominate a deserving person to receive the pie, and numerous nominations 
came in for Rob Beam.

“I was graciously awarded this delicious looking pie," he wrote. "Let's raise 
some more money for the 'Stockbridge Fire Victims Fund', let's auction this pie! 
Bidding starts at $5.” With a bid of $60, Karen Jeffers won the pie with peach 
jam included.

Other local events included Stockbridge Bowl, DJ Phatboy, Eljiah Dunham 
and his mother Heidi Davis hosted a silent action with items provided by local 
businesses throughout the surrounding communities, adding an additional 
$1,900.

Pampered Chef consultant Hope Salyer hosted a virtual party with all cash 
donations donated to the growing fund and numerous new kitchen products for 
those residents who have been able to relocate and set up new households.

Displaced resident Jeanie Smith, the first to be placed in an available unit in 
Complex A of Lakewood Apartments, expressed her gratitude.

“Thank you everyone for all the generosity. We can't even begin to tell you 
how much everything helped all of us," she said.  "I never could imagine how 
our community came together to help so many people. Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts. Without you all, we couldn't have been able to pick up the 
pieces.”

Jean Bemis, another fire victim, had only lived in the Stockbridge 
community the past couple of years. Bemis relocated to nearby Pinckney for 
now, with hopes to return to the Lakewood Apartments after they are rebuilt.

“I want to thank everyone for helping during this difficult time," she said. 
"We appreciate how the community came together to help us get back on our 
feet. It was greatly appreciated.”

As the fundraising drive neared the home stretch, Beam took to social media 
and his business page to announce one last auction deal of a winning bid to 
receive a large three-item pizza every week for one year, a $1,000 value. An 
anonymous business bid came in for the win at $1,150.

When all totals came together, nearly $30,000 worth of monetary donations 
had been gathered through these fundraising projects and events.

If you would like to help the displaced Lakewood Apartments residents, 
donations can be made directly to Stockbridge Community Outreach.

Fire page 16
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Dalton Satkowiak led the Panthers with a third-place finish in 17:24, followed by Micah Bolton seventh in 17:43. Collin Cook came home 10th in 17:55, with Ben Chapman right 

behind in 11th  with a time of 18:00. Andy Schlaff finished 15th in 18:33, Brock Jones 20th in 18:50, and Jonah Coffman 24th in 18:55.
The girls finished with 61 points in the race won by Lansing Christian with 47.
Rylee Tolson remained undefeated on the season by winning the race with a time of 18:37.
Brooklyn Rochow was 11th in 20:58 and Brianna Hill 12th in 21:45. Julianna Debozy finished 18th in 22:27, Kaitelyn Walker 19th in 22:37, Peyton Killinger 36th in 25:44, and Joy 

Youngblood 39th in 26:00.
The teams hosted the Stockbridge Invitational Friday, Oct. 2 and the girls finished second and the boys finished fourth.
The girls finished with 63 points, behind only a strong Chelsea team with 32.
Tolson won the race the girls race with a time of 18:10, while Rochow was seventh in 20:05. Hill was 15th in 21:22, Walker 19th in 21:40, Debozy 24th in 22:05, Youngblood 43rd in 

24:32, and Sidney Gipe 53rd in 25:38.
The boys finished with 78 points in a race that just 14 points separated first and fourth. Concord won the race with 64.
Satkowiak finished seventh in 16:57 to lead the Panthers, while Cook was 14th in 17:32. Bolton 17th in 17:47, Chapman 19th in 17:55, Schlaff 21st in 17:59, Jones 32nd in 18:37, and 

Ethan Wright 35th in 18:49.
Webberville Invite The Stockbridge cross country teams took part in the Webberville Spartan Invitational and the Panther girls came home with a second-place finish, while the boys 

finished fourth.
The girls finished with 46 points in the Division 3/4 race, finishing behind GLAC foe Lansing Christian with 30 points. New Lothrop was third with 62, and Webberville fourth with 

101.
Rylee Tolson ran a career best time of 17:56.55 to win the race by over a minute.
Brooklyn Rochow was 7th in 21:01 and Brianna Hill 10th in 22:33. Julianna Debozy was right behind in 11th in 22:33.97. Kaitelyn Walker 19th in 24:24, Joy Youngblood 23rd in 

26:26, Sidney Gipe 26th in 27:05, Peyton Killinger 28th in 27:48, and Kalysta Connolly 37th in 31:32.
The boys finished fourth in a very close race that saw just 10 points separate the top four teams.
The Panthers finished with 62 points. Webberville won with 52, Petoskey St Michaels Academy was second with 53, and Olivet third with 55.
Dalton Satkowiak led Stockbridge with a third-place finish in 17:18.
Collin Cook was 9th in 17:36, followed by Ben Chapman 17th in 18:02, Micah Bolton 20th in 18:20, and 

Andy Schlaff 22nd in 18:24 to round out the top five Panthers.
Brock Jones was 24th in 18:45, Ethan Wright 27th in 18:58, Jonah Coffman 32nd in 19:11, Brendan Wright 

33rd in 19:17, Brandon Howlett 41st in 20:13, Cameron Brewer 43rd in 20:26, DJ Chapman 46th in 21:19, 
and Brady Cole 59th in 29:35.

Ben Chapman, Ethan Wright, and Jonah Coffman all set PR's at the race.
Both teams earned second-place finishes at the first GLAC jamboree of the season at Lakewood Sept 22.
The boys finished with 40 points. Leslie won the race with 27, while Olivet was third with 61 and Perry 

fourth with 103.
Satkowiak again led the Panthers with a time of 17:37 to place third overall.
Bolton was 8th in 18:14 and Cook 9th in 18:19. Rounding out the top five were Ben Chapman 11th in 

18:25 and Jones 14th in 19:01.
Schalff was 18th in 19:14, Howlett 19th with a PR of 19:21, Ethan Wright 22nd in 19:39, Brewer 28th in 

19:55, Coffman 29th in 20:16, Brendan Wright 35th in 20:59, and Cole 47th in 32:45.
The girls finished with 64 points. Lansing Christian won with 46, while Olivet was third with 72.
Tolson won the race with a time of 18:34, followed by Rochow 10th in 21:30.
Debozy was 13th with a PR of 22:08, Hill 16th in 22:34, Walker 24th in 24:21, Killinger 35th in 26:34, 

Youngblood 37th in 26:58, Gipe 40th in 27:06, and Connolly 46th in 31:15.

Football page 22
Noah Robidou caught six passes for 74 yards, Pilch three for 47 and two TDs, Killinger one for 18, and 

Spencer McLellan one for 15.
Leslie 35 Stockbridge 14 Riley Kennedy had a five-yard TD run and Drew Phillip had a 33-yard TD pass 

to Robidou.
Kennedy was 6-12 passing for 75 yards and rushed for 64 yards and a score before leaving the game with 

an injury. Phillip was 4-12 for 63 yards and a TD.
Jeremy Pilch rushed for 55 yards on two carries and caught three passes for 62 yards, while Robidou 

caught six passes for 63 yards and a score.
Philipp was in on six tackles to lead the defense. Robidou finished with five tackles and Matt Killinger 

four.
Lakewood 43 Stockbridge 26 Kennedy had a three-yard TD run and a 14-yard TD pass to Robidou and 

Kevin Killinger added a TD run.
The Panthers committed six turnovers on the night that hurt their chances in the rally.
Kennedy led the team in rushing with 133 yards and two scores and was 7-16 passing for 58 yards and a 

TD. Drew Philipp rushed for 46 yards and was 3-7 passing for 17 yards.
Robidou caught five passes for 48 yards and a score, Jeremy Pilch three catches for 17 yards, and Killinger 

two for 10.
Dom Hamlett, Killinger, and Philipp each were in on six tackles to lead the defense.
Jonesville 48 Stockbridge 14 Phillip had a seven-yard TD run and connected with Pilch with an 87-yard 

touchdown pass.
Philipp finished 8-12 passing for 191 yards and a rushing and passing TD.
Pilch caught five passes for 166 yards and a score, while Noah Robidou caught two for 25. Riley Kennedy 

led the team in rushing with 37 yards and was in on 10 tackles to lead the Panther defense.
Robidou was in on seven tackles, while Dom Hamlin and Kevin Killinger each had six.
Olivet 61 Stockbridge 12 Kennedy had a one-yard TD run and passed to Pilch for a 62-yard score.
Kennedy was 4-10 for 110 yards and a score and Phillip was 12-23 105 yards.
Pilch had 144 yard receiving on four catches and a score. Kennedy caught four for 32, Robidou four for 19, 

and Zach Miller one for 19. 
Pilch led the team with four tackles, while Killinger recovered a fumble.
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Stockbridge Branch of CADL adds technology services 

Exciting things are happening at the 
Stockbridge Branch! Photo provided by 
CADL Stockbridge

by Sherri McConnell
The Stockbridge Branch of CADL added 

some technology services in October. Our public 
computers are available for 45-minute sessions. We 
are making appointments for one person at a time, 
and a mask is required to enter the building. We also 
have a laptop that can be reserved and checked out 
for 45 minutes to use outside the library, either on 
our benches or in your car parked across the street. 

You can make reservations for either by calling 
the library at 517-851-7810 or going online at cadl.
org/mytime. Another recent addition is an external 

Wi-Fi access point mounted to the outside of the building. This extends the library’s Wi-Fi 
signal across the street and covers the municipal parking lot. 

CADL has added Tutor.com to its list of services. Use your CADL card, including 
Student Success Initiative cards, to sign up for live tutoring in subjects like math; essay, 
resume and cover letter review; and test preparation. Learn more at cadl.org/tutor. 

The Stockbridge Branch is offering two opportunities to get together every month. 
The Third Thursday Book Group meets on – you guessed it - the third Thursday of the 
month! The next meeting is Nov. 19 at 7 p.m. when the group will be discussing “Finding 
Dorothy,” a novel by Elizabeth Letts. You can participate online or by phone. We also offer 
a Dungeons and Dragons game every month. The adventure begins on Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. 
To register for either event, go to cadl.org/events and filter by clicking on the Stockbridge 
Branch location.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 Wood St. For more 
information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

Stockbridge Garden Club 
brings Halloween spirit to 
downtown Stockbridge

Mum's the word as the Stockbridge Garden Club goes 
out of its gourd with the Halloween spirit. No bones 
about it. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Mums and gourds spice up entrances to local businesses, 
thanks to Molly Howlett's changing out summer flowers 
with seasonal decorations, recycled, in part, from the 
Harvest Festival. Photo credit Patrice Johnson
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By Patrice Johnson

Stroll or cruise through the Stockbridge downtown, and you will 
notice the 2020 lamppost decorating contest is in full swing. Not 
only do the decorations brighten the area, residents vote with their 
dollars, and proceeds support local charities and organizations. 

Deanna Kruger first saw lampposts decorated in Leslie. Then she 
went to work, rallying support to start the program here. Today, 
Kruger continues to organize and coordinate the event with support 
and financial control under the 501c3 supervision of the Stockbridge 
Community School District’s PTO. 

Votes of $1 or more are being accepted at Stockbridge Bowling 
Alley, Hometown Pharmacy, the High School office, Heritage 
Office, Adiska Dental, Abbott & Fillmore Insurance, the CADL 
Stockbridge branch, Chiropractor, Simply You, and Country Petals 
as well as the Friday Outdoor Market.

Residents are encouraged to enjoy the creative expressions and cast 
a vote or two for their favorites. Below are the sponsors and the 
charities to which prize moneys will go.
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HOMECOMING

Stockbri
dge

Panthers

2020

2020
Homecoming 

Queen 
Grace Hall.

Senior 
Queen 

Grace Hall 
and Escort 

Bubba Hall.

2020 Homecoming Court and their escorts. Photo provided by Dawn Miller

Senior Queen Dylan Powers 
and Escort 

Brandon Marshall.

Senior Queen Emma 
Somervell and Escort 
Brandy Thompson.

Senior Queen Kaylee Angell 
and Escort

 Kelly Angell.

Senior Queen Kaylee Dalton 
and Escort 

Mike Dalton.

 Senior Queen 
Chelsey Asquith and Escort 

Roy Asquith.

Senior Queen Lily Humrich 
and Escort 

Jeff Humrich.

Senior Queen 
Molly Nichols and 

Escort Josh Nichols.

Senior Queen 
Kaitlin Miller and

 Escort Chris Miller.
Freshman Queen Gracee 

Robidou and Escort 
Jacob Robidou. 

Sophomore Queen Makayla 
Surline and Escort 

Tom Surline.

 Junior Queen Merle Wilson 
and Escort 

David Wilson.

Photo credits 
Keith Michaels


