
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea announces 
free WAVE transportation service in 
Stockbridge starting in April

Beginning in April, watch for the free round-
trip WAVE shuttle as it transports passengers 
between Stockbridge and Chelsea on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays each week for 
medical appointments, shopping, and more. 
Photo provided by St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea

SHS InvenTeam wins prestigious $10,000 
Lemelson-MIT award and presents to MIT staff at MSU

The Stockbridge InvenTeam presented and 
displayed its project at the MSU Engineering 
building. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
On Saturday, Feb. 15, the Stockbridge 

InvenTeam presented and displayed its project at 
the MSU Engineering building. The Lemelson-MIT 
program staff members were present to provide 
feedback to the two InvenTeams present from 
Williamston and Stockbridge High School.

The Stockbridge team used its inventions in 
American Samoa and most recently Key Largo, 
Fla. This specialized equipment was developed to 
help team members recover planes lost in the ocean 
from World War II. 

Stockbridge InvenTeam received a grant of 
$10,000 to help solve this problem. Now in its 
16th year as a national grant initiative, InvenTeams 
inspire high-school aged students to invent 
technological solutions to real-world problems. 
There are only 14 high school teams nationally, 
and Stockbridge is fortunate to have one of the 14 
teams, led by teacher Bob Richards. 

Watch D.O.G.S. first 'Dads and 
Kids' pizza night at Smith school

Jackson County Board meeting packed as Second 
Amendment sanctuary county is considered. Photo credit J. 
Scott Park

Article reprinted in part with permission from 
MLive.com

by Taylor DesOrmeau
JACKSON, MI – If Jackson County's sheriff 

and prosecutor ignore enforcing any future gun 
laws they find unconstitutional, they'll have 
the blessing of the Jackson County Board of 
Commissioners.

The board voted 6-2 Tuesday, Sept. 19, to 
become a 2nd Amendment refuge county – better 
known as a “sanctuary county.” The wording was 
changed, because of the negative connotation 
associated with the phrase “sanctuary cities,” 
county officials said.

More than 100 people packed the Feb. 18 
county board meeting. While the majority of the 

crowd supported the resolution, 15 of the 32 people speaking to the board were against it.
The resolution states the prosecutor and sheriff can use “sound discretion to not enforce against any citizen 

an unconstitutional firearms law.” Counties around the state are considering similar resolutions.
The vote was split along party lines – with Democrats Daniel Mahoney and Darius Williams voting no and 

all Republicans voting yes.

by Mary Jo David
It’s been just over 

five months since Family 
Medicine of Stockbridge 
closed in late September 
2019, and medical 
practitioners Tonya 
Sexton, DO, and Nicole 
Ehinger, NP-C, relocated 
to IHA Family and 
Internal Medicine in 
Howell. The closure 
left a gaping hole in the 

Nearly 50 men showed up for the "Dads and 
Kids" pizza night with nearly 50 students. 
Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-
Mullins

Feb. 12, Smith 
Elementary hosted its 
first Watch D.O.G.S. 
"Dads and Kids" pizza 
night.

Short for Dads of 
Great Students, Watch 
D.O.G.S. is a national 
mentoring program of 
putting positive male 

figures into schools. No actual dogs are involved. 
According to participant Clyde Whitaker, “The program puts 

more male figures visible in the lives of students, whether they 
see us at recess, maybe spending time in their classrooms, playing 
a sport event with them at school, or just being there to listen and 
set a good example for kids to follow.” 

See D.O.G.S. on page 5.

Stockbridge community, especially among residents who don’t have 
reliable transportation and many older residents who are not comfortable 
driving the distance to Howell or Chelsea for medical care.

Members of the community were quite vocal about their concerns 
when word came down from St. Joseph Mercy and IHA that the local 
office would be closing. 

At the time, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea president and CEO, Nancy 
Graebner, alluded to the possibility of the health system extending 
transportation services to Stockbridge residents, but there was no firm 
plan in place. On Feb. 24, 2020, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea announced 
it would be introducing a free public transportation initiative in 
Stockbridge through the Western-Washtenaw Area Value Express 
(WAVE) service. 

See WAVE on page 9.

Jackson becomes Second Amendment sanctuary 
county after tense 6-2 vote

• Bunce heads to State after winning regional title, see p. 20 
• Lady Panthers clinch GLAC title, see p. 20
• Panthers clinch first league title since 2002, see p. 21

Stockbridge Sports headlines
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A glance in the rearview mirror: March
by Mary Jo David

25 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH
• On March 7, 1995, The Town Crier reported on a house fire that occurred on March 1 in a Gregory duplex. Laurie 

Herman got her two children who were home out safely, but she and her 18-month-old daughter, Ashley Elliott, were 
transported by helicopter to U of M Hospital. Duplex neighbor Candy St. Charles was home with her three children and 
another child she was babysitting. They were able to evacuate the duplex unharmed. The paper reported that next-door 
neighbor Betty Crockett jumped the fence to assist her neighbors when she heard them calling for help.

• Approved by the Stockbridge Board of Education on March 16, 1995: The purchase of five used school buses from 
Waverly Community Schools (as reported in The Town Crier, March 21, 1995).

• On March 1, 1995, Jon Fillmore purchased the Abbott & Fillmore Agency from his parents, Ron and Hester. (Source: 
Stockbridge Area 175th Anniversary Souvenir Book compiled by the Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society.)
50 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

• The cover story of the March 4, 1970, edition of The Town Crier carried the headline: “He Died on Hill 407. Andy 
Duszynski Victim of Vietnam Combat.” Duszynski, a local Stockbridge High School graduate (Class of 1967), had been 
in the Army for less than one year. He died on Feb. 22, 1970. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Duszynski, of Munith.

• The March 4 edition also reported that the Stockbridge Panthers basketball team finished its first-ever undefeated 
season of regular play.

• Jill Owen Collins was featured in the March 4 edition for following in the footsteps of her grandfather, Vincent (Stub) 
Owen, who had been a longtime barber in Stockbridge. She was not alone; she began training in her brother Ridge Owen’s 
barbershop, while their sister Lynn Owen focused on women’s hair care in her own beauty salon. 

• 1970 Lenten food specials advertised in The Town Crier by Spadafore’s Food Village:
 Fresh Trout Fillet:  $1.49/lb.
 Fresh Perch:  99¢/lb.
 Fresh Smelt:  49¢/lb.

100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH
• In 1920, much of the news in the Stockbridge Brief-Sun covered national and international news, and even though 

it was 62 years after the fact, the March 4, 1920, Brief-Sun devoted substantial space to recounting the Abraham Lincoln 
and Stephen A. Douglas debate that took place in August 1858. The debate topic: Could people of a U.S. territory exclude 
slavery from its limits prior to the formation of a state constitution. In 1920, the paper considered the seven debates of 
the Lincoln-Douglas debate series, which were held during the 1858 Illinois state election campaign, to be among the 
“momentous events of all nations, all ages, and all history.” 

• National Boy Scout news was carried in the Brief-Sun, including a “Scout Dog” looking for a new master in Kansas, 
Boy Scout participation in a victory parade in London, and a 15-year-old boy in Pennsylvania who saved his 7-year-old 
brother by “offsetting” a copperhead snake bite using Boy Scout first-aid knowledge.

• The headline, KENTUCKY FOR VOTES FOR WOMEN” appeared in the March 18 edition after that state passed 
a joint resolution of its House and Senate to ratify a constitutional amendment giving women the right to vote, “ending a 
30-year fight in the Blue Grass State.”

• Closer to home, the Stockbridge Brief-Sun reported in its March 18 edition that the first meeting 
of the Field Manufacturing Company was held in Lansing to elect officers. A specially designed broom 
manufacturing machine was expected to be completed in April that would handle the “roing pressing 
and riveting, heretofore done by hand” enabling the company to reach capacities of 1,000 to 2,000 
brooms a day.

• And for those who commute daily from the Stockbridge area to their jobs around southeastern 
Michigan, consider this “travel news” from 1920, as reported in the March 18 Stockbridge Brief-Sun: 
UNADILLA: Mr. and Mrs. Otis Webb spent Monday and Tuesday in Jackson, and on Thursday, they 
motored to Howell. GREGORY: George Marshall left on Tuesday to take up his duties as juror in 
Howell for a short time.

Making plans and starting seeds: The 
season of hope on the farm

by Helen Chandler, Farmer at Lake Divide Farm
This time of year doesn’t exactly scream spring. When I step outside into single-digit temperatures, 

I can feel the cold in my nostrils. The pale purples and blues of the evening sky say ice. Despite all this, 
the call of spring on the farm rings loud. 

All of the seed starting, field preparation, transplanting, and harvesting that we will do through this 
season starts now. In January we order our seeds. This year we will grow 12 acres of vegetables. To us 
this means around 1.5 million plants, and all these plants have different needs. Some, like tomatoes, 
require more space and are planted 2 feet apart in rows 5.5 feet apart. Others, like our salad mix, are 
planted 16 seeds per foot in rows 12 inches apart. Some of the plants, like garlic, stay in the ground 
eight months and need a thick blanket of mulch to curb the weeds. Others, like red radishes, are 
harbingers of spring and in the ground less than a month before we pluck them from the soil and toss 
them into a salad. 

We have created a hefty Excel spreadsheet to coordinate the details that go into raising all these 
plants. In mid-February, we test the steel of our plants, starting our first seeds in the greenhouse. Early 
tomatoes, to be planted in our hoop house in April, and onions to be planted in the field in early May, 
along with a handful of others, will be first to touch the soil in 2020. When we are wildly busy in July 
doing everything at once, the plans that we make now, in the peace of a cozy evening, are what will 
keep the farm running smoothly. We hope.
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Susan Pidd Realty expanding 
options for local homebuyers and 
sellers

As of Jan. 14, homebuyers and sellers have even more options with the 
area’s newest real estate team at Susan Pidd Realty: on-site financing support 
and settlement services.

“Buying a home can be a daunting experience, especially for first-time 
homebuyers. With on-site help, we want to provide buyers the expert advice 
they deserve from a trustworthy, reliable lender in a comfortable setting,” says 
owner Susan Pidd, now offering options for home financing at the office. 

Pidd recently partnered with Ben Barber of First Savings Bank to deliver 
customized mortgage solutions. Barber, a Stockbridge native with 15 years’ 
experience in residential lending, dedicates each Friday to pre-approving local 
borrowers and fielding questions about loan programs, credit concerns and the 
underwriting process at Pidd’s Stockbridge office.

“It shouldn’t take a degree in finance to understand your mortgage,” Barber 
said. “My goal is to educate every client about how to avoid unnecessary fees, 
select the best mortgage structure and terms, and overcome credit and other 
challenges that often get in the way of home ownership.”

Sellers also benefit from the convenience of on-site settlement services, 
thanks to Susan’s partnership with several local title companies. “We want 
everything to happen right here at the office, and our clients value not having 
to travel 45 minutes to get their loan or to close on their property,” Susan said. 
“We offer much more than people realize. Many people think that when they 
purchase a home, they must pay the Realtor a fee; this is simply not true. We are 
paid by the seller. It only makes sense to use a Realtor when negotiating price 
and repairs and to have a professional working for you when title issues arise.”

Susan Pidd Realty is located at 220 W. Main St. in Stockbridge, hours 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Contact susanpiddrealty@gmail.com or call 517-775-1610.

From Capital Area District 
Library Stockbridge

by Sherri McConnell, Head Librarian
We’re delighted to announce that the 

Stockbridge Branch of Capital Area District 
Libraries is now implementing the Student 
Success Initiative! This initiative provides 
students with access to library services and 
resources that will help them cultivate literacy 

growth and development.
Sherri McConnell, the head librarian of the Stockbridge Branch, said "I've 

gotten a lot of interest from teachers on what CADL resources are available to 
them with the SSI card. I've also been working with journalists from Uncaged, 
the Stockbridge High School student newspaper, who are exploring how the 
resources offered by the SSI card benefit students in a rural community."

Over 1,300 students in Stockbridge Community Schools have been given 
a library account as part of the SSI. It doesn’t matter where the student resides 
– anyone enrolled can get a card. Instead of keeping track of physical cards, 
students can access library materials simply by using an access code given by 
the school or showing their ID.

The student accounts will allow them to check out up to three books 
or audiobooks, as well as grant them unlimited access to CADL’s digital 
collections, online resources and library computers. Any existing CADL 
accounts will not be affected by the new student account, and vice versa.

We look forward to expanding the Student Success Initiative to more schools 
within the year. If you have any questions, you can contact Sherri McConnell at 
517-851-7810 or mcconnells@cadl.org.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 Wood 
St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

Stockbridge Community Schools board of education 
continues search for new superintendent

The Board of Education’s search for a new superintendent continues on schedule. 
The School Board is in the process of completing the superintendent search profile from the employee and public 

feedback sessions and the online survey. We appreciate all employees, parents, or community members for taking time to 
complete the survey. Soon after the superintendent search profile is finished, the brochure will be published on our website 
at www.panthernet.net. 

Below is a copy of the remaining superintendent search timeline and schedule for your review. 
Thank you for your support.

Board Workshop: Recruitment (75 minutes)
 • Report Stakeholder Input
 • Develop Selection Criteria

Feb 24, 2020

Posting closes March 10, 2020 @ 4pm

Board Workshop: Interview Prep (90 minutes)
 • Develop Interview Questions
 • Prepare for Interviews
 • Select Candidates for Interviews

March 23, 2020

First Round Interviews
(5-7 interviews lasting 50 minutes each with 
additional time for breaks and debrief)

April 15-16, 2020

Finalist Visits to Districts & Final Interviews
(2 finalists interviewing for 75 minutes each)
Possible Board Decision Date

April 21, 2020

Possible Site Visit to Candidate(s) District TBD

Alternate Board Decision Date May 4, 2020

Superintendent on Site 7-1-2020 or sooner if possible

Golden Years and Floppy Ears 
provides hospice and palliative dog 
care by Cathy Collins

"Until one has loved an animal, a part of one's soul remains unawakened." 
This excerpt from a poem by Anatole France appears on a post on the Golden Years 

and Floppy Ears Facebook page, and if true, Laura Waynick may be said to be fully woke. 
Waynick not only welcomes wo/man’s best friend into her home, she has a mission: to keep 
homeless, geriatric dogs out of shelters where they are at high risk of euthanasia due to 
health issues and vetting costs. In 2017, in pursuit of that dream, she founded Golden Years 
and Floppy Ears, a nonprofit 501C3 hospice sanctuary for small breed dogs.

GYFE is dedicated to making a difference in senior canine lives. In addition to 
emphasizing customized nutrition for each four-legged resident’s unique health concerns, 
GYFE takes an integrative approach with veterinary care. Its slogan could well read, the 
place where small breed seniors come to thrive, not just survive. 

Waynick, motivated by a desire to prevent undue euthanasia, saw that geriatric dogs were 
regularly overlooked in animal shelters due to their age, medical issues, vetting costs and 
perceived “unadoptability.” She believed these fragile lives still had meaning. After Waynick 
adopted her first senior in 2010, she realized she had a gift for caring for special needs senior 
dogs. Since then she has cared for 23 dogs. Currently, Golden Years cares for 11 seniors 
whose median age figures to a grand 16.3 years.

According to Momma Laura, an immense satisfaction comes of rescuing a beautiful, 
innocent senior soul and providing it with a loving and comfortable environment until the end of its life. 

See Golden Years on page 4.

Laura Waynick has a 
mission: to keep homeless, 
geriatric dogs out of shelters 
where they are at high risk 
of euthanasia due to health 
issues and vetting costs. Photo 
provided by Cathy Collins



March 2020Stockbridge Community News4

“We live in a disposable society,” Waynick noted, “and you don’t give up on them and toss them 
away like yesterday’s trash. When they pass away, I know I’ve done everything possible for them.”

Challenges? The greatest hurdle, Waynick said, arises when she doesn’t get a dog soon enough, 
and it’s too late. Having to step back after caring for a senior and admitting it’s time for the dog 
to cross the rainbow bridge can be tough, too. Plus, providing hospice and palliative care are 
physically exhausting. The financial struggle to maintain daily operations and provide nutrition, 
supplementation, and medications takes its toll, too. 

But, as Waynick put it, “It’s about their lives not mine.”
To learn more, go to www.facebook.com/goldenyearsfloppyears/.

Golden Years page 3

Dexter sailor captures ice 
sailing trophy in Montana

by Bruce Wm. Brown
When winter temperatures turn the 

water solid, thousands of iceboats sail 
across lakes in the U.S., Canada, and 
Europe. The most popular class of iceboat, 
the DN, can spirit along at four times 
the speed of the wind. On Jan. 21 to 25, 
an intrepid local sailor, Peter Johanson, 
of Dexter, won the top spot in one of 
the most notable iceboat races on the 
continent, the Silver Fleet of the 2020 North 
American DN Championship Regatta. The 
championship regatta draws the fastest 
hardwater sailors from all over the world 
and took place on a large, frozen lake 
formed by the Missouri River near Fort 
Peck, Mont. 

On Jan. 21 to 25, an intrepid local 
sailor, Peter Johanson, of Dexter, 
won the top spot in one of the 
most notable iceboat races on the 
continent, the Silver Fleet of the 2020 
North American DN Championship 
Regatta. Photo provided by Peter 
Johanson

Johanson, a committed ice sailor, remarked on his Montana experience, “It 
was insane to drive 22 hours to race iceboats, but then it would have been insane 
not to.”

Sailing conditions can be severe and competition is fierce between 
qualifying ice sailors for a top finish in these races. This year, snowstorms and 
warm temperatures had eliminated Midwest, Canadian and East Coast sites. 
Montana was the farthest west the DN fleet has ever traveled to find enough 
sailable ice to hold the North American Championship.

After four days and nine recorded races, high winds and rough ice were 
causing boats to break up, so on the last scheduled day of races, the race 
committee ended the regatta as “Complete.” Having traveled from Dexter, 
Mich., Johanson was pleased to bring home the first-place trophy—and his DN, 
which survived the racing intact. 

Another Michigan ice sailor, Ron Sherry, of Clinton Township, won a 
second place in the Gold Fleet. James Thieler traveled from his home in Rhode 
Island to win the Gold Fleet Championship.

See Sailing on page 23.

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation 
awards grants to three SCS staff members

by Laura Whitaker
Throughout the calendar year, the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation 

(SAEF) receives requests and awards grants to school staff and community 
members supporting education in our community. The January meeting 
was no different as grants were awarded to three staff members: Dr. Krisan 
Fedokovitz will receive funding for yoga mats and blocks that students will 
use while learning to manage stress and be more mindful, Mr. Wes Perry will 
purchase building materials to teach students construction techniques by making 
miniature house pods, and Mrs. Mary Waterhouse is getting transportation 
funding to take her students to the Michigan Career and Technical Institute. 

In the past, many unique grants have been offered to teachers and staff for 
innovative projects and for a multitude of ideas to help kick-start a program, or 
add to a program for the benefit of students. Recent requests and recipients have 
reached students from kindergarten to graduating seniors. 

Kindergarten teacher Angie Filice was able to purchase two iPads for her 
students. She uses them to aid her when doing small group interventions and 
with workstations. There are times that, even as a one-to-one district, the iPad 
offers more flexibility when introducing students to new topics and learning how 
to be a student in school. 

Moving up in grades, third-grade teacher, Kevin Macomber used his funds 
to purchase wobble seats as options for more flexible seating in his classroom. 
“The wobble seats are used on a daily basis. The majority of the class has 
chosen them as an alternative seat choice at least once. I usually have the same 
kids grabbing them in the morning or throughout the day to help them focus on 
their work. They have come to realize that they can perform in class better with 

the use of these seats. I am very thankful for the SAEF grant as it allowed me to purchase these wobble seats to help my 
students succeed not only behaviorally in class but academically as well.”

See Grants on page 23.

Kindergarten teacher Angie Filice was 
able to purchase two iPads for her 
students with grants awarded by the 
SAEF. She uses them to aid her when 
doing small group interventions and with 
workstations. Photo provided by 
Laura Whitaker
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Rural perspectives
article and photos by Rose Collison
The male northern cardinal is perhaps responsible for 

prompting more people to open up a field guide than any 
other bird. They're a perfect combination of familiarity 
and style, a shade of red that catches the eye. Even the 
brownish-red female sports a sharp crest and warm 
accents.

Cardinals don't migrate, and they don't molt into dull 

Coming in for a landing while a 
red-bellied woodpecker holds its 
ground.

plumage, so they're still breathtaking in winter's 
snowy yards. In summer, their sweet whistles are 
one of the first sounds of the morning.

Pairs mate for life, and stay together year-round. 
Mated pairs sometimes sing together before nesting. 
During courtship they may also participate in a 
bonding behavior where the male collects food and 
brings it to the female, feeding her beak-to-beak. 
If the mating is successful, the mate-feeding may 
continue throughout the incubation.

The female usually builds a cup nest in a well 
concealed spot in dense shrub or a low tree, 3 to 9 
feet off the ground. The nest is made of twigs, bark 
strips, and grasses, lined with grasses or other plant 
fibers.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the 
board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer and 
manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the area 
for a number of years.

A participant need not be a father, simply a male influence interested in mentoring kids. “It can 
be dads, grandpas, uncles, stepdads, any male figure helping provide positive examples for the kids,” 
Whitaker said with a smile.

Participants also provide an extra set of eyes and ears to help combat bullying and address issues 
with an added layer of security.

“We had nearly 50 dads show up for the event with nearly 50 students. The excitement and 
enthusiasm were evident through the smiles of the dads and their students,” Justin Walz, parent 
coordinator, said.

Principal Brad Edwards and Walz delivered short presentations with a list of their goals. A dozen 
volunteers signed up for dates they could volunteer to help in the classroom, playground, with a 
project or over lunch in the upcoming weeks.

Steve Rusnock and son Tommy, a first-grader at Smith Elementary, attended pizza night. “I am 
most excited about learning what the kids do all day long. We ask for two important things each day at 
dinner, but we miss all the stuff that fills their day.”

Asked how his son, Tommy, feels about the program and having him at the school, he answered, 
“The first day Tommy got the letter, it was all he could talk about. ‘Dad’s gonna come to my school. 
Me and Dad get to go have pizza and be a part of the Watch D.O.G.S.’”

The next event, a "Dads and Doughnuts" event, will take place sometime in April with the goal 
to incorporate one to two Watch D.O.G.S. into the school each week throughout the remainder of the 
school year.

Principal Edwards and Justin Walz will continue to promote the Watch D.O.G.S. group in the 
school, with regular updates on coming events. Interested in volunteering through this program? 
Contact: Justin Walz at jwalz2014@gmail.com at 517-812-7444 or Brad Edwards at 517-851-7735.

D.O.G.S. page 1

  Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom we 
have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website 
within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please 
contact Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Oramel Lee Rowe – died Jan. 17, 2020 – Jackson
 · Elwin D. Breniser – died Feb. 5, 2020 – Gregory
 · Jerry Budd – died Feb. 10, 2020 – Rives Junction

Death Notices
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March 1 – St. Mary's Country Style Breakfast, 8:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. at St. Mary's Parish
March 2 through April 30 (Every Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday) – St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea free Senior Fit 
Classes, 1:15 to 2:15 p.m. at Manchester Emanuel United 
Church of Christ
March 5 – Red Cross Blood Drive, 1 to 6:45 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge First Presbyterian Church
March 5 - Outreach's annual McDonald’s Hotcake Supper, 4 
to 7 p.m. at Stockbridge McDonald’s
March 5, 12, 19, 26 – Church-Centered 12 Step Recovery 
Program, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads Community Church
March 6, 13, 20, 27 – St. Mary Lenten Fish Dinner, 4 to 7 
p.m. at St. Mary's Parish
March 7 – Tun-Dra Dog Mushing, 2 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
March 9 - Stockbridge Community Outreach Fresh Food 
Initiative, 5 to 6 p.m. at Jeruel Baptist Church, Munith
March 11 – How to Prevent Identity Theft and What to Do if 
it Happens (Adults), 6 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 12 – Reading with Oliver (Ages 3 to 6), 4:30 to 5 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 12 – Cook the Book: Under the Tuscan Sun (Adults), 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 13 – Drop-in Minecraft Game Nights (Ages 8 to 15), 
7 to 8 p.m at the Stockbridge Library
March 14 – Pi Day Celebration, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 14 – Open Air Indoor Market, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge First Presbyterian Church
March 14 – The Plainfield United Methodist Church 

Community Calendar
Chicken and Biscuit Supper, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Plainfield 
UMC
March 18 – Women's Rights Lecture Series – Brave Rebels 
—Women and the Suffrage Movement (Adults), 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
March 19 – Make and Take: Shadow Box Art, 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 21 – SRSLY 7th Annual 3×3 Basketball 
Tournament, 9 a.m. at the Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School 
Gymnasium
March 20 – Reading with Animals Storytime (Ages up to 
6), 4 to 5 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 21 – Stockbridge Church of Christ Free Food/
Clothing Pantry, 10 a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Church 
of Christ
March 21 – Reading with Oliver (Ages 3 to 6), 1 to 1:30 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 26 – SKY Variety Show Auditions, 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Township Hall
March 27 - 4th Friday Dinners & Winter Pantry Market, 
Pantry open 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge First 
Presbyterian Church CE building
March 27 – SKY Variety Show Auditions, 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Township Hall
March 29 – SKY Variety Show Auditions, 2:30 to 5 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Township Hall
March 31 – Pizza and Pages (Mystery Books), 4 to 5 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library

 For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Breakfast S tuffed Peppers

4 bell peppers, sliced in half, cored and seeded

8 eggs, beaten

1 onion, diced

1 tomato, diced

1 tbsp. olive oil

1 cup mushrooms, sliced

3 cups baby spinach

½ tsp. garlic powder

Salt and pepper to taste

Sponsored by

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Heat oil in skillet and saute 
onions until soft (about 4 minutes). Next, add mushrooms 
and tomatoes, cook another 2 minutes.

2. Add spinach and cook until wilted (1-2 minutes). Season 
with salt, pepper, and garlic powder.

3. Divide the vegetable mixture among the bell pepper 
halves. Top off each pepper with some of the beaten eggs, 
and add meat if using.

4. Place the stuffed peppers in the oven on a baking sheet 
and bake for 40 minutes.
Recipe adapted from https://paleoleap.com/breakfast-stuffed-
peppers/
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Staff Spotlight: Karl Heidrich bids farewell this summer to 
Stockbridge Community School District after 21 years

Since hired by Stockbridge 21 years ago, Heidrich has used 
his exceptional skills to benefit the school district. He began 
in 1999 as assistant principal/athletic director at Stockbridge 
High School, and one year later he transitioned to principal 
of the school, where he worked until filling the role of 
superintendent. Heidrich also coached football, taking him 
back to a favorite pastime of his high school and college days. 
Photo credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
This summer, the Stockbridge Community School District will be bidding farewell to longtime employee and chief 

decision maker—Karl Heidrich. Since 2012, Heidrich has served as the district’s superintendent, managing the business of 
the community’s three schools and, most importantly, ensuring a quality education for 1,300 students each year, ranging 
from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. 

Since he was hired by Stockbridge 21 years ago, Heidrich has used his exceptional skills to benefit the school district. 
He began in 1999 as assistant principal/athletic director at Stockbridge High School, and one year later he transitioned to 
principal of the school, where he worked until filling the role of superintendent. Heidrich also coached football, taking him 
back to a favorite pastime of his high school and college days. As superintendent, he has been busy with overseeing day-
to-day operations, including multiple construction projects that are taking place throughout the district. While he will be 
remembered for numerous accomplishments, Heidrich is credited with playing a key role in helping to positively influence 
bond passage for improving the technology in all three school buildings. 

Heidrich grew up in Findlay, Ohio, where he was raised under the guidance of his parents, Conrad and Eunice Heidrich. 
He credits his father as one of his greatest influences in life. Conrad Heidrich was an elementary principal who guided his 

Obituaries
Jerry Budd

Jerry Budd
Apr. 11, 1938 to Feb. 10, 2020

Jerry Budd, age 81, of Rives Junction, 
MI, passed away on Feb. 10, 2020. Jerry 
was born April 11, 1938 in Leslie, MI 
to Ogle and Alfreda (Sterling) Budd. He 
grew up in the Munith area, attending 
Stockbridge Schools.

Jerry was preceded in death by his 
brothers and their wives: Joe (Norico) 
Budd and Bill (Kathy) Budd. He is 
survived by son, Michael Budd, of South 
Carolina, and sister, Betty (Gene) Ulrey of 
Leslie, MI. Jerry enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
tractors, cars, and long rides in the country. 
He was proud of his success with bear 
hunting, and his black bear had its place on 
his wall. Jerry retired from Alro Steel after 
20+ years of employment.

A Graveside Service was held on 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020, at 1:00 
p.m., Hillcrest Memorial Park Chapel, 
Jackson, MI, Rev. Steve Weinberger 
officiating. Expressions of sympathy may 
be made to Sparrow Home Hospice.

son’s decision to pursue an educational leadership career. The younger 
Heidrich also credits high school biology teacher Tom Reynolds for 
encouraging him to enter the teaching profession. 

After high school, Heidrich attended Hillsdale College in Michigan and 
played as an offensive guard on that school’s football team. After graduating 
from Hillsdale, he accepted a job teaching biology and serving as athletic 
director for Deerfield Public Schools. That’s where he met his wife, Bridget. 

Elwin Breniser
Elwin D. Breniser, of 

Gregory, MI, passed away 
on Feb. 5, 2020. Breniser 
was born Jan. 28, 1929

A Funeral Service took 
place for Army veteran, 
Elwin Breniser, Sunday, 
Feb. 9, 2019, 2 p.m., at 
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral 
Home, Stockbridge, MI. 
Visitation Saturday, Feb. 
8, 2019, 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 
p.m. at the funeral home. 
www.mitchellfuneral.com

Elwin D. Breniser 
June 28, 1929 to Feb. 5, 2020

Stockbridge Community Schools 
Superintendent Karl Heidrich. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

They married in 1999 and have three children. Baylee, their oldest daughter, is 18 and a senior; Kylin is 15 and in 10th grade; and their 
youngest, Kolton, is 13 and in eighth grade. All three children attend Stockbridge Community Schools. 

In between working and raising a family, Heidrich earned a master’s degree in education from the University of Toledo, a specialist’s 
degree in educational leadership at Siena Heights University, and most recently, a Ph.D. in educational leadership from Eastern Michigan 
University. 

He chose to come to Stockbridge Community Schools after working on his degree at the University of Toledo. In his own words, he 
has found the staff in Stockbridge to be “amazing!” According to Heidrich, “The staff is wonderful and so supportive of all students in the 
district. Every one of them is dedicated to their roles and professions.” 

One doesn’t spend more than 20 years in a district without forming special bonds with the staff. High school teacher Corey Baird 
described what it’s like working with Heidrich, “He trusts our teachers on curriculum matters, values our expertise in our fields, and treats 
us as equals. His office is always open, and he is very supportive to his staff professionally and personally.”

When asked about his greatest accomplishments, Heidrich says he is most proud of the part he has played in raising their three children. He is also extremely proud to “see the success 
of our students in the district as they grow up through the grade levels well prepared for postsecondary endeavors.” His advice for Stockbridge students: “It is important to never stop 
learning and to continue to grow and aspire. Take advantage of learning in every capacity that you can!” 

On July 1, 2020, Heidrich will be retiring and moving on to new adventures. In looking back on his long tenure with Stockbridge Community Schools, Heidrich wishes to thank the 
community, parents, staff and students for their support over the past 21 years. He is going to be greatly missed and hard to replace. 

Editor’s Note: A search for a new superintendent is in the works. The school board is hoping to have a new superintendent in place this summer to prepare for the 2020-21 school year. 



Stockbridge Community NewsMarch 2020 9

Student of the Month: first-grade 
student Aria Ellis

“Aria is my firstborn, and she is 
just unbelievable. I am so blessed 
to be able to call such a beautiful 
soul my daughter,” mother 
Elizabeth Howard said. Photo 
provided by Cindy Lance

by Cindy Lance
Smart, fantastic memory, strong-willed, unwilling to give up, and 

very considerate of others and their feelings—all these phrases are 
all applicable descriptions of Aria Ellis, a 6 ½-year-old first-grader at 
Stockbridge Elementary School. And these descriptions explain why 
Aria was nominated for the March 2020 Student of the Month Award. 

While this is the first award she has ever received, Aria has achieved 
quite a few Panther Paws during her school career. 

“I have watched a quiet and hesitant little girl blossom into a 
confident, caring and enthusiastic young lady,” Mrs. Burke, Aria’s 
teacher, said. “She’s very serious about doing well in school and has 
continued to be a positive role model for her peers. Aria never turns 
down an opportunity to help her friends.” 

Beyond being a superb friend and student, Aria is a wonderful older 
sister to younger brother, Lyle (age 5), and younger sister, Addison 
(3), whom she recently taught to count to 15. Aria’s parents, Elizabeth 
Howard and Ryan Ellis, are proud of their oldest child. 

“Aria is my firstborn, and she is just unbelievable. I am so blessed to 
be able to call such a beautiful soul my daughter,” Howard said.

Having attended Stockbridge Schools since kindergarten, Aria plans 
to graduate from Stockbridge just like her parents. She loves reading 

Ask an expert: Brian 
from Stockbridge asked: 
How do I choose the 
right insurance company 
and why is my choice 
important?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Several local insurance companies in 

Michigan do a fabulous job of looking 
out for their customers. Every year an Insurer Report Card is released 
using data from more than a thousand body shops to reveal which 
insurance companies treat their customers best during the claims process 
(www.crashnetwork.com/irc.php). 

John and Theresa Kightlinger recently sat down with Brian, one of 
their returning customers, to discuss some of the issues that arise while 
choosing a reliable and trustworthy insurance carrier. Below is a Q and 
A: 

Brian: When I brought my vehicle in, I had questions and concerns 
regarding how my previous insurance company was slowing my repair 
process. My biggest concern was how much my insurance company 
wanted to repair my car using unsafe and untested aftermarket parts. 
Ultimately, my body shop educated me and worked with my insurance 
company to perform the correct Original Equipment Manufacturer 
(OEM) procedures. 

John and Theresa: It’s important to choose an insurance provider 
that values the importance of a safe and proper repair. OEMs design 
their equipment to perform to specific standards. Aftermarket products 
may not meet those standards. As an example, a metal brace replaced 
with an inferior product can give way and result in death. 

Brian: You mentioned an Insurer Report Card earlier? Can you help 
explain to readers the value in using this to determine which insurance 
company to choose?

John and Theresa: Of course, basically this report card asks shops 
how well various insurance companies process their claims and how 
their insurance policies, attitude, and payment practices ensure quality 
repairs and customer service.

Brian: The one thing that stood out to me after going over the report 
card was the fact I never heard of some of the companies in the top 10.

John and Theresa: Exactly, people are shocked when they see that 
their major insurance company didn’t make the top 10, let alone receive 
the national average grade of B-. In fact, of the 10 largest insurance 
companies, none of them received higher than a C+. Mind you, this 
report gathers data from over a thousand body shops, spanning well over 
30 regions, so it’s a fair and accurate report card.

See Expert on page 16.

with her friends, math, painting, doing crafts, drawing and coloring.
God is very important to Aria, who says she loves going to church. Her favorite book? “My First Bedtime 

Prayer.” When she becomes an adult, Aria hopes to teach first-graders because “teachers are smart like Mrs. 
Burke.” 

Aria says Mrs. Burke has been a positive influence, making her love school and encouraging her to do her 
best. She hopes to learn as much as she can so that she can teach others. She believes people shouldn’t put off 
until tomorrow what they can do today, and people should always treat others the way they want to be treated 
because “you never know what people are going through, so it’s always good to just be nice!” 

WAVE page 1
Set to begin service on April 1, 2020, the shuttle is a strategic priority for the hospital to assist 

in reducing social isolation and improving transportation within the communities it serves. The 
hospital has purchased a 12-person van with a wheelchair lift and will provide funding to support 
weekday shuttle service between Stockbridge and Chelsea on scheduled days each week. 

The new service will rotate scheduled service days with the community of Manchester. The 
shuttle will make four round-trips per day from Stockbridge to Chelsea on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays and from Manchester to Chelsea on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Stockbridge will have two 
not-yet-designated shuttle stops where people can pick up the shuttle. Disabled individuals within a 
three-quarter-mile radius from each stop can make reservations to be picked up directly.

The WAVE shuttle will travel from Stockbridge to Chelsea and back again. While in Chelsea, 
the shuttle will drop off passengers at their desired location within the community. The shuttle is not 
limited to health care appointments. Passengers may take the shuttle for trips to the 
grocery store, medical appointments, pharmacy visits, or other shopping in Chelsea. 

Once in Chelsea, passengers may also use additional WAVE bus routes that 
run throughout Chelsea and in Dexter and Ann Arbor. Advance scheduling is not 
required at these shuttle stops unless pickup of disabled individuals is necessary. 
Travel on these other WAVE routes may require a fee.

As a not-for-profit hospital, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea engages local community 
members every three years to participate in a Community Health Needs 
Assessment. Social Influencers of health, particularly social isolation due to lack of 
transportation, is routinely identified as a top concern.

"The communities of Stockbridge and Manchester currently have no public 
transportation options,” Graebner noted. “As a community leader, St. Joe's Chelsea 
is stepping up to improve access to resources and services, in collaboration with 
WAVE, for those who live in our surrounding rural communities." 

For information about the shuttle, call WAVE at 734-475-9494.
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Lisa (Iovannisci) McClain: Small-town encouragement 
leads to major successes in business and the community

Under 5 feet tall, what she didn’t have in height, Lisa Iovannisci 
(center) made up for with grit and determination in track, 
basketball, and cheer representing SHS in the 1980s. Photo 
provided by Lisa McClain

by Mary Jo David
As a successful business owner, community volunteer, and budding politician, Lisa McClain’s name surfaced quickly 

as a Woman of Note to be featured by the Stockbridge Community News in honor of Women’s History Month. Currently 
senior vice president at Hantz Group, McClain helped found this Michigan-based financial services firm and played a 
key role in growing the company, which employs 700 people across 25 offices with headquarters in Southfield, Mich.

People in these parts don’t think of Lisa McClain by her married name. Instead, they remember her by her maiden 
name—Iovannisci—usually followed by a chuckle and a reminder that her maiden name was not an easy one to 
pronounce! Even Lisa laughs when she’s interviewed for this story and is asked to spell her maiden name for what is 
probably the thousandth time in her life. 

Residing more than 100 miles away, in Romeo, Mich., it may seem that McClain has chosen to distance herself from 
her roots here in Stockbridge, but that couldn’t be further from the truth.

“I have always been thankful for my small-town upbringing,” explained McClain, who graduated from Stockbridge 
High School in 1984. “I can never say enough about the warm, supportive Stockbridge community I grew up in. 
Everyone looked out for everyone else. No one told me ‘You can’t.’ Instead they were always encouraging me and 
saying, ‘You can!’”

And when you’re under 5 feet tall wanting to shoot hoops and run hurdles, living in a small town can be a blessing. 
Says McClain, “I was very good at both basketball and hurdles, but I’m not sure I would have had the chance to prove 
myself in either sport if I’d grown up in a bigger place.”

She’s also quick to explain that her small-town upbringing taught her the value of hard work. “We were not raised 
with an entitlement mentality. I had to prove myself, and when I did—it built confidence, and with confidence, you can 
accomplish everything you set out to do.”

McClain has quite a few accomplishments to her name since her Panther days. After attending Lansing Community College for two years, she went on to graduate with a BA from 
Northwood University. Following an 11-year career at American Express and a short time at a securities firm, she helped to start Hantz Group. On a personal level, McClain and husband 
Mike have raised two daughters, Riley and Ryan; a son, Mitchell; and a young man, Barak, whom they consider a son. Her mother, Carolyn Schell, lives with the McClains. 

Besides figuring big into the success at Hantz Group, McClain is president of a 501(c) that supports 43-B Drug Court in Romeo, and she also participates on the board of an annual 

Lisa (Iovannisci) McClain—
Stockbridge High School 
graduate, successful 
businesswoman, community 
volunteer, wife, and mother, is 
now running for U.S. Congress 
in Michigan’s 10th District. Photo 
provided by Lisa McClain

fundraiser, “Thrilla at the Villa,” which has raised over $1 
million for multiple sclerosis. 

“It’s absolutely true that your community is a reflection 
on you,” McClain said when asked how she finds time for 
community involvement.

Rehashing her years growing up and later in business, 
she points to two outstanding mentors who helped her 
personally and professionally. 

Howard Ward, of Stockbridge, was there for McClain 
while she was growing up—and beyond. “He was like the 
father I never had,” McClain said with emotion. “He taught 
me that life isn’t fair and it’s going to be hard. But he was 
always there for me. He was the greatest man to walk the 
earth, and I miss him dearly every day.”

As she found her way in business, John Hantz became a 
mentor, beginning at American Express, where they worked 
together. “I have him to thank for mentoring me in business 
and helping me to grow and develop into a successful 
businessperson.”

So what’s next for McClain?
If you’ve been keeping up with Michigan politics, you 

might have heard that Lisa McClain is in the midst of an important political campaign. She 
is running as a Republican hoping to become the next U.S. representative from Michigan’s 
10th District. 

After spending 30 years in business and raising a family, she’s ready for this new focus. 
“The timing is right for me, personally and professionally,” McClain said. “I don’t like the 
political landscape right now. I believe my extensive experience as a business person and 
community volunteer, not as a career politician, has given me the wisdom and leadership 
skills it takes to make a difference in Washington, D.C.”

In celebration of Women’s History Month, McClain was asked whom she would pick as a 
female hero. She was quick to respond with her choice. 

“Rosa Parks stood up for what she believed in, even when it wasn’t popular,” McClain 
explained. “Yet that one small action on her part helped to change the trajectory of history.” 
McClain believes Parks had it in her heart to make a difference, and McClain hopes to take 
that kind of thinking with her to Washington. 
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Audrey Price dances through life 

Price “supervises” the garden club 
ladies as they decorate the Township 
Square Gazebo. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
When asked to describe the highlights 

of her life, 92-year-old Audrey Price 
chuckles. “All of it,” she says. “It’s all been 
great.” Price’s response reflects her upbeat 
personality, and this characteristic joie de 
vivre of hers probably accounts for why to 
know Audrey is to love her.

In 1948, World War II was ended, and 
20-year-old Leslie resident Audrey Burgess 
was working in Saginaw. She came to 
Stockbridge for the weekend to visit her 
cousin, Ann Stowe, and they decided to go 
dancing at Bartlett’s in Pleasant Lake. 

“I dearly loved to dance,” Price recalled. 
Stockbridge High School graduate Robert 

Price, newly returned from military service in 
Italy, was there, too. 

“He was tall, and lean and a good dancer.” 
Audrey explained, her brown eyes dreamy. 
“We hit it off and dated a few times before 
I set my sights on him.” She added in her 
deadpan drawl, “He didn’t resist much.”

The couple married in 1949. A year and 
four months later, she became a first-time 
mother. Son number two followed in 1953. 

“I was so delighted to have had two sons,” 
she said. Then, bingo, when Bobby and Ben 
were 16 and 13, another pregnancy came 
along. Price took the surprise in stride, telling 
the family doctor, Ed Weddon, M.D., who 
had long ago given up delivering babies, “If 
I’m going to go through nine months of this, 
you’re going to suffer through delivery with 
me.” 

When asked to describe the 
highlights of her life, 92-year-old 
Audrey Price chuckles. “All of it,” 
she says. “It’s all been great.” Photo 
credit Patrice Johnson

Doc acquiesced and helped bring baby-girl Edie into the world, his last and final 
delivery.

“And mine, too,” Price noted. 
Edith Helen, named for both grandmothers, “has always been known as Edie,” 

Price said, and tears welled in her eyes. “I am so grateful to have her in my life.” 
After Edie entered elementary school, Price decided she could use some 

activities “in addition to mothering.” She mentioned to then-superintendent Richard 
Howlett. “I’d like some part-- time work, not regular or steady,” she said. In keeping 
with her signature humor, she added, “and it would have to be tailored to my specific 
needs.”

“The best kind of work if you can find it,” Howlett replied. 
Not long after, Madge Woll, head of the lunch programs, called in need of a 

cashier for the high school lunch hour. 
“Would that be every day?” Price inquired.
“Oh, yes, they eat every day,” Woll responded.
Price took the job. 
One day, Don Porter, assistant high school principal, needed a secretary, so 

Audrey applied. 
According to Porter, “When Audrey came in and visited with me about the job, I 

was pretty young, still in my 20s, I think. Audrey asked if I could get along with an 
old lady. I knew that I had a winner.” 

Price’s competent and caring disposition paired well with administrative 
assistants Grace Collins and Joyce Dickinson, and she grew to become a beloved, 
indispensable fixture in the offices. 

Porter said, “She and I were a great team and her humor got us through some 
difficult situations. She had a great rapport with the kids, but they knew who was 
boss.”

“We had fun.” Price smiled. “I just loved working with the kids.”
Since retiring in 1988, Price can be found in Stockbridge Area Garden Club 

meetings and activities involving a variety of card games with friends. She enjoys 
visiting son Bobby and family in California and Edie and husband in Colorado. Son 
Ben lives in the area. Price beams at the mention of her five grandchildren and seven 
great-grandkids. 

“That’s the way my life has been.” Price reached out and rested her warm palm 
on this writer’s arm. “It’s all been great.”

From horse and buggy to space travel, 
Kathryn Humrich has seen it all

Visit with Kathryn Humrich, and 
she will tell you about going by horse 
and buggy to shop in Gregory or 
Pinckney, or she can discuss what’s 
going on in the world today. Photo 
credit Carol Humrich George

by Judy Williams
Visit with Kathryn Humrich, and she will tell 

you about going by horse and buggy to shop in 
Gregory or Pinckney, or she can discuss what’s 
going on in the world today. On the list of major 
changes this young 100-year-old has witnessed 
in her life, technology ranks high. Humrich has 
witnessed changes in everything from transportation 
to televisions, phones to computers, and just about 
everything else depended on in everyday life.

For all but two years of her life, this amazing 
woman has lived in the Gregory/Plainfield area.

From 1943 to 1945, during World War II, 
Humrich lived in Arizona. “Those two years away 
from my family were a very difficult time in my 
life,” she stated. 

Humrich was born at the home of her parents, 
John and Eldiva (Mitchell) Roberts, in May 1919. 
The Roberts’ farm on Wasson Road, a few miles 
north of Gregory, is still owned and lived in by the 
Roberts family. 

Daughters Linda and Elaine shake their heads and 
smile. “Mom is truly an amazing person from her entrance into this world at 1 pound 
10 ounces to her age of almost 101.” Linda added, “Do you know that she has never 
had a surgery and the only medication my mom takes is an allergy pill?” 

Humrich’s early elementary years were spent attending a country school at the 
corner of Roberts and Wasson roads within walking distance of home. Later, she 
attended Gregory elementary and high school in Fowlerville, graduating in 1938.

Before marrying, Humrich worked at the Howard Marshall dry goods store in 
Gregory. On March 1, 1942, she married Ralph Humrich, her husband of 52 years. Her 
next job was as a homemaker and mother to their six children: Gary, Larry, Ron, Linda, 
Carol and Elaine. 

Humrich considers raising her children her greatest accomplishment. The family has 
expanded to 18 grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. 

“She has a heart of gold and has always put her family first,” the sisters echoed. 
“She is the most easygoing person and is the happiest when surrounded by family. To 
this day, I don’t think anyone can leave the house without her saying, ‘Be careful.’”

In 1965, Ralph purchased his business, R.W. Humrich & Sons, which continues as a 
family business. Humrich became the bookkeeper.

“One of her favorite things to do is travel,” daughter Elaine grinned. “Mom was 
always up for a travel adventure, and her favorite response when asked to go on a trip 
is, ‘Let me get my hat.’”

Church has always been an important part of Humrich’s life. Plainfield Methodist 
Church fellow member, Sue Wagner smiles as she talks about her. 

“It’s hard to believe that a soft-spoken, unassuming woman could have such an 
everlasting impact on the Plainfield community and the Plainfield Methodist Church,” 
Wagner said. “For 40 years, I have witnessed the fine qualities of Kathryn Humrich and 
those qualities can be seen in the daily lives of her children and grandchildren. She is 
kind, generous, hardworking, and tenacious. A humble, faithful Christian, Kathryn has 
missed fewer Sunday services than some preachers. When she enters the church, love 
surrounds her.” 

When asked her secret to a long life, Humrich replied, “I had nothing to do with it. It 
is all in God’s plan.”
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Clara Barton’s American Red 
Cross and Michigan

Clara Barton 1878. Photo provided 
by Ron and Arlene Kaiser

by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
In 1881, Clara Barton founded the 

American Red Cross. The organization’s 
first meeting had taken place in Washington, 
D.C., at the home of Sen. Omar D. Conger 
of Michigan. Their first official disaster relief 
operation was the response to the Great Fire of 
1881 in Michigan’s Thumb.

There are conflicting stories as to how the 
fire started. Some say small fires were burning 
and a massive wind spread the flames. Others 
say meteors hit Wisconsin, Illinois, and the 
thumb area in Michigan. 

The summer of 1881 was excessively dry. 
Tuscola, Sanilac and Lapeer Counties, located 
between Saginaw Bay and Lake Huron, 
suffered the most. The stated death toll was 

Forest burning. Photo provided by Ron and 
Arlene Kaiser

282, which didn’t include unknown lumbermen and transient laborers in the 
region. The fire left a million acres of dead and fallen timber, 3,400 buildings 
destroyed and almost 15,000 residents homeless.

This is when Clara Barton’s American Red Cross came to the aid of 
thousands in need. Supplies, food and donations were coordinated and shipped 
to Michigan. 

Clara Barton’s story began in Oxford, Mass., when she was born into an 
abolitionist family in 1821. She 
became a teacher at the age of 
15 and 12 years later founded 
and was headmaster of a free 
school in New Jersey. When the 
school board voted to replace 
her as headmaster with a man, 
she left the school and moved to 
Washington, D.C. 

As a clerk in D.C. in the 
U.S. Patent Office, she received 
the same pay as her male 
counterparts. “I may sometimes be willing to teach for nothing, but if paid at all, 
I shall never do a man’s work for less than a man’s pay,” Barton later said.

The Civil War broke out April 12, 1861. A week later, soldiers of the 6th 
Massachusetts Infantry flooded the streets of D.C. Barton spent hours bringing 
care and medical provisions she had gathered from home, friends and family to 
these homesick, suffering soldiers.

Clara Barton served in makeshift field hospitals near the front lines on 
16 battlefields during the Civil War. As a result, she came to be known as the 
“Angel of the Battlefield.”

In 1869, while taking a much-needed rest in Europe, she learned about the 
International Red Cross in Geneva, Switzerland. When the Franco-Prussian War 
broke out in 1870, she wore a red cross made of red ribbon and helped deliver 
supplies to needy war-zone citizens.

After Barton returned to the U.S., she solicited political support for America 
to enter the Geneva Treaty. President Chester A. Arthur finally signed the 
treaty in 1882, and the American Association of the Red Cross (later called 
the American Red Cross) was officially born, with Barton at the helm, which 
focused mainly on disaster relief.

She believed in equal rights and helped everyone regardless of race, gender 
or economic station. She brought attention to the great need of disaster victims 
and streamlined many first aid, emergency preparedness and emergency 
response procedures still used today.

Please read more about Clara Barton and the Great Fire of 1881 in myriad 
articles online and in many books at your local library.

Wendy Hause crashes stereotype of 
women’s work with her new promotion

Don’t tell Wendy Hause that being a firefighter is not a 
job for a girl because she will prove you wrong in a big 
way. On Feb. 1, she was appointed Unadilla Township 
fire chief, joining the elite group of 70 female fire chiefs 
out of more than 29,000 departments nationwide. Photo 
credit Judy Williams

by Judy Williams
Don’t tell Wendy Hause that being a firefighter is not a 

job for a girl because she will prove you wrong in a big way. 
On Feb.1, she was appointed Unadilla Township fire chief, 
joining the elite group of 70 female fire chiefs out of more 
than 29,000 departments nationwide.

 “I wanted to be a fireman as a young girl,” she 
explained, “after visiting a Detroit fire station as a Girl Scout 
but was discouraged by adults who said that women couldn’t 
be firemen. After we moved to Gregory, I stopped at the 
firehouse and talked with then Fire Chief Steve Richmond, 
who encouraged me to apply.”

Born on the East side of Detroit, Hause was the sixth 
of nine children of Arthur and Shirley Fisette. She attended 
both Catholic and public schools in Detroit and received her 
bachelor’s degree in engineering.

In 1992 and while working at Ford Motor Co. Livonia 
Testing Labs, Hause met husband Mitch. “Twenty-five years 
ago,” she said, “Mitch and I were scouting out places to 
move to. We kept coming back to Gregory again and again 

because the people were friendly, courteous, and helpful. This behavior is still alive and well today in our community.”
Hause broke into a big smile as she described their wedding in 1995. “We married in the backyard of our new home in 

Gregory on Christmas Eve.” 
To describe Hause as a busy person is an understatement. The homemaker, mother of three girls, and a grandmother of 

two was a career woman working as an engineer for Ford Motor Company until her retirement in December 2018. Plus, as 
the acting fire chief, Hause served as the chairperson of the Gregory 4th of July committee.

When asked about the person that influenced her most, Hause didn’t hesitate. “My mother, Shirley, was a strong 
woman of great faith who raised nine children—I have five sisters and three brothers. One of these children, the oldest, 
was severely disabled both physically and mentally, yet my mother/parents cared for her at home while raising all of us. 
This was not an easy task, especially 50 and 60 years ago when the world wasn’t wheelchair or disabled-person friendly, 
yet our family still participated in many activities such as camping, tours and Scouts. She loved to laugh. She always hit 
the ground running. She set an awesome example to follow in my own life.”

As a member of the Gregory 4th of July Committee for the past 10 years and chairperson for about six of those years, 
Hause describes the committee as an energetic group of people who work with the Unadilla Firefighters’ Association to put 
on this wonderful event. 

Among her many interests, Hause, a Master Gardener, enjoys large-scale gardening. She also is a musician who enjoys 
food preservation, being self-reliant, emergency medicine, reading, ancestry, forest trail-riding, camping and traveling.

Her advice to others? “It is never too late to follow your dreams, no matter your age,” she insisted. “The result may not 
look exactly like your original plans but may still fulfill them in different ways. Don’t sweat the small stuff and be humble. 
I believe in living by the Golden Rule…do unto others. I try to live that mantra each day.” 

Chief Hause added, “I am so grateful to my husband, Mitch, for his never-ending support for me and the time that 
I devote to the fire department, and for getting involved wherever he can. My role as acting fire chief and now as fire 
chief was not at all expected when we planned our retirement activities last year. He’s wonderful about encouraging me, 
especially despite the change in our retirement plans.”

She said she is also indebted to her family for the assistance that they provide the department and the community. 
“They never hesitate to give their time when asked,” she said. “All of the families of our fire department are so 

important. They support our members’ continued time away from home and family for calls, training, department and 
apparatus maintenance, fundraising and community events, and many get involved in what we do. We couldn’t do this 
without them.”
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SCN: Its birth and the people who parent it

The newly formed Stockbridge Community News Task Force convened Sept. 22, 2016, at the 
home of Jim and Patrice Johnson. Discussions focused on ways to guide and grow the new 
SAEF-sponsored public communications service. (L-R: Nancy Wisman, Jenn Hammerberg, 
Molly Howlett. Emma Lockhart, Chuck Wisman, Judy Williams, Patrice Johnson, Hope 
Salyer) Not pictured: Roberta Ludtke. Photo credit Jim Johnson

by Patrice Johnson, SCN board president and editor in chief
As one of the founders of the Stockbridge Community News, it is my pleasure 

to take this opportunity to recognize some of the talented, dedicated people whose 
tireless efforts brought SCN into existence and keep it humming. 

In 2016, the area was losing its newspaper. Stockbridge Area Garden Club 
members raised concerns that without a hub for local communications, the 
community would lose the neighborly connections that glued it together and made 
it special.

Chuck Wisman, Judy Williams, and this writer took PowerPoint in hand 
and commenced a blitz of presentations intended to inspire local residents and 
organizations to underwrite and undertake the publication of a local news and 
information hub. To a person, our listeners agreed the community needed a news 
hub, and nearly all asked questions: 

“What would be the costs?” “How would the service cover its expenses?” 
Structure? Purpose? Insurance? More than a few skeptics cast wary glances 
our way, no doubt questioning our judgment or wondering what nefarious, dark 
scheme we were hatching. “Careful,” spouses warned. “You could end up holding 
a tiger by its tail.” 

For reasons beyond our ken, no one eagerly stepped forward to carry the torch 
of our brilliant entrepreneurial concept. One by one, our options slid off the table. 
What to do? Well, we decided, we might as well do it ourselves. After all, how 
much trouble could operating a news organization be?

Fortunately, high school journalism/yearbook teacher Elizabeth Cyr shared 
a S.W.O.T. assessment of the area’s communications needs, and she graciously 
explained to our blank faces that S.W.O.T. stood for strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats. Cyr also recommended we hire an SHS graduate, 
currently attending Eastern Michigan. 

Wisman and this writer interviewed EMU student Hope Salyer, and to our 
delight, the stellar candidate indicated she could be available to help design an 
online service and print edition. The Stockbridge Area Education Foundation 
expressed interest, so we drafted a market analysis/business plan and proposed an 
internship. 

With the blessing of Ruth (Camp) Wellman, the SAEF voted to allocate funds 
from the Charlotte Camp Endowment to jump-start the public service. 

Nancy Wisman, Jenn Hammerberg, Molly Howlett. Emma Lockhart, 
Chuck Wisman, Judy Williams, Patrice Johnson, Hope Salyer, and Roberta 
Ludtke formed a task force. In November 2016, the Stockbridge Community 
News circulated a four-page print edition. A month later, SCN formed a board 
of directors and filed documents, officially becoming a Michigan nonprofit 
organization with IRS 501(c)(4) tax status. SCN was off and running. 

Pictured on these two pages (apologies to anyone overlooked) are the 40-plus 
volunteers and assistants who contribute their time and talents to ensuring SCN 
fulfills its mission: 

Many local groups report doubling and tripling attendance due to awareness Many local groups report doubling and tripling attendance due to awareness 
created through SCN. Thanks to support from our readers, donors, and created through SCN. Thanks to support from our readers, donors, and 
advertisers, our website and Facebook pages host an estimated 2,700 views each advertisers, our website and Facebook pages host an estimated 2,700 views each 
day. Our print edition, regularly 24 pages, circulates to approximately 21,000 day. Our print edition, regularly 24 pages, circulates to approximately 21,000 
residents in nearly 9,000 households in our 125-square-mile school district.residents in nearly 9,000 households in our 125-square-mile school district.

Some doubted our motives. Others doubted our abilities. I suspect more than Some doubted our motives. Others doubted our abilities. I suspect more than 
a few thought we had gone soft in the head for tackling this unique and arduous a few thought we had gone soft in the head for tackling this unique and arduous 
public service. But here we are, grasping the tiger by its tail. We thank you and public service. But here we are, grasping the tiger by its tail. We thank you and 
invite your continued support.invite your continued support.

To promote the common good and welfare of residents in the To promote the common good and welfare of residents in the 
greater Stockbridge area through quality, consistent collection greater Stockbridge area through quality, consistent collection 
and dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit and dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit 
information.information.
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StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
March is Women’s History Month and 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment granting women the right to vote. 

What better time to take a look at how women have progressed in the world of work since then. 
In the 1920s, few married women worked outside the home, unless it was the only way they could make ends meet. Depending on their level of 

education, single women could be found biding their time until marriage in occupations like teaching, social work, nursing, library science, domestic 
work, farm work, and some factory work (mainly textile mills and garment factories). Often, women working outside the home were considered frivolous. 
So while Henry Ford was making news for paying his male factory workers $5.00/day, women in his factories were making just over $2.00/day. “I pay our 
women well so they can dress attractively and get married," Ford was quoted as saying.

Throughout the early 1900s, opportunities for clerical work skyrocketed and clerical careers moved from male domination to female domination—
albeit for less pay. Many families looked upon the cost of clerical training as an opportunity for improving the chances of social mobility for their 
daughters. Then came World War II, which resulted in a huge increase in the number of employment opportunities for women, across industries. From 
Rosie the Riveter to Ellen Gardner (the quintessential secretary featured in many shorthand and typing texts), women arrived at companies in droves to aid 

Women’s work is never done

Mary Jo David

in the war effort. And while many of the factory jobs returned to male domination after the war, women continued holding their own in clerical jobs at banks, insurance companies, and 
the like. 

The 1950s and '60s saw married women beginning to re-enter the workforce in larger numbers, often returning to clerical careers they had left when they were starting their families. 
By the 1970s and '80s women were showing up in all facets of the work world—education, medicine, business, factories—everything from machinists and bartenders to doctors and 
divas. 

Now, 100 years after being granted the right to vote, women are holding their own in advanced education as well. Women have earned more bachelor’s degrees than men since 1982, 
more master’s degrees than men since 1987, and more doctorate degrees than men since 2006. Yet, women continue to be poorly represented in the ranks of CEOs. For example, as of 
December 2019, only 30 women (6%) held CEO positions in S&P 500 companies. 

And women are still earning less: $0.79 for every $1.00 earned by men. On a more promising note, when comparing women and men working in similar jobs, women are earning 
$0.98 for every $1.00 earned by men. Women in the skilled trades continue to be notably underrepresented. For example, even as recently as 2018, fewer than one in 20 construction 
trades workers (3.4%) were women.

So what does all of this mean for girls growing up in the Stockbridge area? Those who enjoy school and book-learning would do well to capitalize on earning an education and putting 
that education to work. Female SHS grads shouldn’t discount jobs in the skilled trades either. According to USA Today (Aug. 27, 2019), “By 2028, an estimated 3 million jobs will sit 
open in the skilled trades…from appliance techs to carpenters.” 

Bringing career experience closer to home, Erin Clifton, D.C., a practicing chiropractic doctor in Stockbridge, was asked whether being female has made a difference—either 
positively or negatively—in her career achievements. She responded, “Being a female has positively impacted our practice. Dr. Sarah and I pursued additional certifications to care for 
expectant mothers and the pediatric population. Being in that world personally has helped us to serve these populations professionally.” However, she also adds, “Our practice is more like 
a family. People can sense that energy. I don’t think it’s because we are female…I think it’s because we’re intentional about it.”

When asked a similar question, Lisa McClain, a 1984 graduate of SHS and senior vice president of Hantz Group in Southfield, stated emphatically, “I don’t believe that being female 
has been a help or a hindrance. My professional achievements have always been based on merit and competence.”

From this writer’s perspective, it is important to do research and approach career choices with eyes open. Always remember, if you can do what you love, you’ll likely love what you 
do.

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 
Community News.

Sources:
Mass Production, Modernism and Design, Ray Batchelor (3/1/1995).
Catalyst, “Quick Take: Women in the Workforce—United States” (6/ 5/2019). 
Catalyst, “Women CEOs of the S&P 500” (2/11/2020).
Journal of Social History, “Women’s Work: The Feminization and Shifting Meanings of Clerical Work,” England & Boyer, 2009.
Payscale.com, “The State of the Gender Pay Gap 2019.”
Institute for Women’s Policy Research, “Share of Women Working in Construction Trades in 2018 is Highest in 20 Years” (3/28/2019).

Brian: So the guys with the clever and wild TV commercials aren’t always your best 
choice?

John and Theresa: Exactly, lower-graded companies tend to have inexperienced claims 
personnel and push shops to use lower quality, aftermarket parts. They also don't encourage 
proper OEM procedures, and they tend to be slow in the communication process. This slows 
down the whole repair and delays the customers’ getting their cars back. We can’t stress 
enough how unsafe it can be to use lower quality, aftermarket parts.

Brian: So the best companies encourage the use of original (OEM) parts, and they don’t 
add extra administrative steps that slow down repairs?

John and Theresa: That’s correct. They don’t pressure shops to cut corners. We 
recommend that our customers read their policies thoroughly and understand what parts and 
procedures the insurance company will use. Plus, we feel it’s a body shop’s responsibility to 
fully educate customers throughout the process of repair. This includes guiding customers 
along the entire claims process. Most policyholders will never have to work with their 
insurance company’s claims departments. At our shop, we work with insurance companies 
and their adjusters daily, so we can help mitigate some of the stress involved with the repair 
process for the customer. 

Questions about this article or others? Feel free to contact John and Theresa at My Body 
Shop.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The 
couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has 
been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after 
high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years.

Expert page 9
WATERLOO TOWNSHIP, JACKSON COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TRUCK 
ROUTE ORDINANCE ORDINANCE NO. 20-01-28-01 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

Please take notice that on January 28, 2020, the Township Board of Waterloo 
Township adopted Ordinance No. 20-01-28-01 which amends the Truck Route 
Ordinance No 17-06-27-02 to regulate regular pick-pus or deliveries and to provide for 
local delivery truck routes to protect the health, safety, and welfare of Township visitors 
and residents. Copies of the Ordinance may be obtained from Janice Kitley, Clerk, 9773 
Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259. 

The Ordinance provides, in summary, for amendments to the Truck Route Ordinance 
to provide for local delivery routes to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the Township. The Ordinance contains the following sections and catch lines: Section 
1: Amendment to Section 7, which itself has a catch line of Pick-Ups, Deliveries, and 
Service Calls to add local delivery routes; Section 2: Severability; Section 3: Repeal; 
Section 4: Effective Date, which is the day following the date of this publication. 

Published by Order of the Township Board 
Janice Kitley, Clerk  

Waterloo Township, Jackson County  
9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259 

Publication Date: February 25, 2020 
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Feb. 17 2020
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 

called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on February 17, 2020 
at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris Lauckner, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer via 
Skype Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Boy Scout Troop 

768 Steven Karowich, John Fox, Emmett 
Koepfgen 
Moment of Silence 
Lauckner Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Regular Board meeting agenda as 
printed Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board meeting minutes from January 
20, 2020 Lauckner second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lauckner motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board financial report as printed from 
April 1, 2019 thru February 17, 2020 Sommer 
second All in Favor Motion Carried
Lauckner motion to add on Cyper and Privacy 

Liability Coverage to the Stockbridge Township 
Insurance for the cost of $,1016.00 Wetherell 
second All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Lauckner motion to have Carl Green start 

designing Stockbridge Township Temporary and 
Final signs for the New offices for Stockbridge 
Township Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
Carried.
Lauckner motion to allow up to $200.00 per 

office chair for new offices Each person can 

choose their own chair and Stockbridge Township 
will reimburse them or let Becky Muraf know and 
she will order for them Muraf second All in Favor 
Motion Carried.
Lauckner motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township lease between Stockbridge Township 
and Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical 
Society as written Sommer Second Roll Call Vote 
Sommer Yes, Wetherell Yes, Lauckner Yes, Muraf 
Yes, Lantis Yes All in Favor Motion Carried
New Business
Lantis motion to consider allowing a memorial 

on the Stockbridge Township Square Lauckner 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Budget meeting will be 

held on March 24th 2020 at 6:30pm and Hearing 
budget approval on March 30, 2020 6:30pm
Lauckner motion to accept the updated 

Stockbridge Township Special Use Permit has 
printed Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lantis motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Marihuana Facility Application as 
written Wetherell Second Discussion add that 
Stockbridge Township must have proof of 
Insurance Yearly Roll Call Vote Wetherell Yes, 
Sommer Yes, Muraf Yes, Lauckner Yes, Lantis 
yes All in Favor Motion Carried
Lantis motion to start accepting the Stockbridge 

Township Marihuana Facility applications on 
March 2, 2020 Muraf second All in Favor Motion 
Carried Lauckner motion to pay the Stockbridge 
Township board monthly bills in the amount of 
$129,902.21 Sommer Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Board monthly meeting on February 
17, 2020 at 8:35pm Lauckner Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE Council Meeting Feb. 3, 2020 – Synopsis
Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm Roll Call: PRESENT: 

President Molly Howlett; Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 
Chadwick Quintanilla (7:01pm), Trustee Heath Corey, Trustee Greg Uihlein,ABSENT: 

Trustee Kim Morehouse Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, John Gormley, 
Village Attorney, Police Chief Torres, Citizens were also present; Pledge of Allegiance 

President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance; Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the February 3, 2020 agenda as amended 
to add Paula Naomi Carson Planning Commission Appointment. Motion carried with 

unanimous ayes; Approval of Minutes MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins 
to approve the minutes of December 2, 2019 as presented by Clerk Nogle Motion carried 

with unanimous ayes; Public Comment –There was public comment; FINANCIAL 
REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, 

APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle.AYES: Corey, Cattell, 
Quintanilla, Mullins, Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Morehouse MOTION 
PASSED President Report President Howlett updated the council on ongoing projects.
Police Report – Council reviewed the report by Chief Torres; Proclamation MOTION 
by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; to table the proclamation of Kaleb 

Adkins – Eagle Scout Award.Motion carried unanimously; Special Meeting The Village 
Council will hold a Special Meeting on February 18, 2020; NEW BUSINESS DPW 
Job Description MOTION by Corey, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the job 

description for DPW Laborer Position; omit salary and replace with hourly wage.
AYES: Corey, Cattell, Mullins, Howlett NAYES: Uihlein, Quintanilla ABSENT: 

Morehouse MOTION PASSED Denny Walz MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by 
Mullins, APPROVED; to hire Denny Walz part-time, $18.00 per hour and dissolve the 
current agreement to date. AYES: Corey, Cattell, Uihlein, Mullins, Howlett NAYES: 
Quintanilla ABSENT: Morehouse MOTION PASSED David Dillard MOTION by 

Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; to hire David Dillard full-time, $18.00 
per hour benefits after 90-day probation period. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Cattell, Corey, 

Howlett NAYES: Quintanilla ABSENT: Morehouse MOTION PASSED; Cemetery 
Mowing MOTION by Corey, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; to table the 

cemetery mowing until after the budget meeting. Motion carried unanimously; Planning 
Commission – Paula Naomi Carson; President Howlett nominated Paula Naomi Carson 

to serve on the Planning Commission Public Comment here was public comment. 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Uihlein SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED to 

adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:36pm. 
Respectfully submitted:

     Debbie Nogle, 
     Village Clerk  

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from Jan. 10, 2019 to Feb. 9, 2020

Friday, 01/10 – Property Damage Accident – Webb St.
Saturday, 01/11 – Medical Alarm – Pleasant Dr./Kaiser Rd., Assault – W M-36, Unknown Accident – M-36/
Dexter Trail, Property Damage Accident – Main St., Suspicious Situation – Hadley Rd./Kaiser Rd.
Sunday, 01/12 – Hazard – Graves Rd./Doyle Rd., Assault – Pleasant Dr./Kaiser Rd., Assist EMS – 
Williamsville Rd., Suspicious Situation – Bowdish Rd.
Monday 01/13 – Citizen Assist – San Luray Dr., Citizen Assist – Pleasant Dr.
Tuesday, 01/14 – Citizen Assist – Unadilla Rd./Williamsville Rd., Welfare Check – Unadilla Rd., Medical 
Assist – Doyle Rd., Assist EMS – Doyle Rd.
Wednesday, 01/15 – Assist EMS – M-36/Bradley Rd., Property Damage Accident – Williamsville Rd., 
Subpoena Service – Lakeview Dr., Subpoena Service – Westshore Dr.
Thursday, 01/16 – Subpoena Service – Herbert St.
Friday, 01/17 – Assist EMS – Van Syckle Rd./Doyle Rd.
Saturday, 01/18 – Burglary Report – Bullis Rd., Civil Complaint – Barton Rd./M-36, Assist EMS – Doyle Rd./
Unadilla Rd., Suspicious Vehicle – M-36
Sunday, 01/19 – Welfare Check – Livermore Rd.
Tuesday, 01/21 – Citizen Assist – Town view Lane/Stockbridge St., Property Damage Accident – Dexter Trail/
Dutton Rd.
Wednesday, 01/22 – Citizen Assist – Stockbridge St., Suspicious Vehicle – Unadilla Rd
Thursday, 01/23 – Property Damage Accident – M-36/Bullis Rd., Follow Up – Iosco Mountain Rd., Animal 
Complaint – M-36/Barton Rd., Follow Up – Barton Rd., Lockout – Bullis Rd.
Saturday, 01/25 – Assist EMS – San Luray Dr., Disturbance/Trouble – Main St., Citizen Assist – Sunset Dr., 
Burglary – E. Trebesch Cir.
Sunday, 01/26 – Lockout – M-36, Welfare Check – Dexter Trail/Dutton Rd.
Wednesday, 01/29 – Assist another Agency – Celestial Cir., Assist EMS – W M-36, Assist EMS – 
Williamsville Rd., Property Damage Accident – Unadilla Rd./Doyle Rd., Suicidal Subject – Undisclosed 
location
Thursday, 01/30 – Assist EMS – W M-36/Graves Rd., Citizen Assist – Dutton Rd., Citizen Assist – Daymon 
Dr., Fraud – Wasson Rd.
Friday, 01/31 – Assist EMS – Doyle Rd./Holmes Rd.
Saturday, 02/01 – Alarm – Unadilla Rd./Williamsville Rd., Follow Up – Hadley Rd./North Territorial Rd., 
Suspicious Person – Williamsville Rd./Doyle Rd.
Sunday, 02/02 – Assist EMS – San Luray Dr./Williamsville Rd.
Monday 02/03 – Abandoned Vehicle – Unadilla Rd./Doyle Rd., Follow Up – Unadilla Rd.
Tuesday, 02/04 – Suspicious vehicle – Doyle Rd.
Wednesday, 02/05 – Harassment – Undisclosed location, Follow Up – M 106, Follow Up – Unadilla Rd.
Thursday, 02/06 – Citizen Assist – Spears Rd.
Friday, 02/07 – Follow Up – Webb St.

Chief David S. Russell, Unadilla Township Police Department
126 Webb St. Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes 28 Jan. 
2020 7 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Kitley, Morency, McAlister, Walz. 

Also present were 2 residents and Building Inspector, 
Charlie Barnum. 

Public Comment: None.
Consent Agenda: Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 

Special Order: Musbach Property: Lance motioned 
with support from Kitley to open the hearing. All 
documents were read with input from Charlie Barnum, 
Building Inspector, who had been involved in looking 
at the property and rendering it condemned and 
dangerous, with no repairs possible. Property owner 
was not present. Lance motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept Final Resolution and Order of 
the Waterloo Township Board No. 19-1 as written. 
Roll call vote: Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Morency. No/none. Motion carried.

Correspondence: None
Old Business: 
• Walz gave a report on the last Parks and Recreation 

meeting. She stated that Peggy Beals had resigned 
from the Committee. There is an open spot to be filled. 
The group will start meeting every other month going 
forward. The rain garden is still under discussion.

New Business: Morency stated that the Planning 
Commission studied the bylaws. With the resignation 
of Ted Beals, Wesley Schulz is now Planning 
Commission Chairperson and a Co-Chair will be 
appointed at the next Planning Commission meeting. 
She spoke of the February 18th public hearing 
regarding a daycare application and changes to Zoning 
Ordinance 11:21. They worked on gravel ordinance 
changes and truck route changes. Recommendations 
were submitted to the Board. Closure of gravel mining 
areas has been added to ordinance. 

• Lance motioned with support from Kitley to adopt 
Truck Route Amendment O-20-01-28-01. Roll call 
vote: Yes/Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister. 
No/none. Motion carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Morency to 

adopt Extraction Ordinance Amendment 0-2-05-21-2. 
Roll call vote: Yes/Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister, 
Walz, Kitley. No/None. Motion carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Kitley to appoint 
Cynthia Richardson for 2 years to fill the term left 
vacant by Ted Beals. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.

• Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
accept the contract with Jackson County Geographic 
Information System 2020 for a cost of $2,935 for 
coverage. Roll call vote: Yes/ Lance, Morency, 
McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/none. Motion carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Walz to approve 
the Land Division of Keith Haglund, Parent Parcel 
#000-05-33-401-001-01 with new Parent Parcel #000-
05-33-401-001-05 7.99 acres and New Split Parcel 
“000-05-33-401-001-06. Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried.

• Kitley motioned with support from Walz to purchase 
the Adobe Program for a cost not to exceed $1,000 for 
computers for Clerk and Treasurer. Roll call vote: Yes/
Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/none. 
Motion carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Morency to 
accept the EMC Insurance Policy through Walton 
Agency, effective from 2/1/2020 through January 31, 
2021 at a cost of $12,185. Roll call vote: Yes/Morency, 
McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance. No/none. Motion 
carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Walz to accept 
the new Poverty Exemption Guidelines for 2020 under 
MCL211-7u – New Requirements as presented. Yes/all; 
no/none. Motion carried.

Other Business That Comes Before the Board: None 
Public Comment: None.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to adjourn at 8:10p.m. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, February 18 at 7:00. The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Tuesday, February 25 at 7:00 
p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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WATERLOO TOWNSHIP, JACKSON COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SAND & 
GRAVEL EXTRACTION ORDINANCE ORDINANCE NO. 
02-05-21—02 NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

Please take notice that on January 28, 2020, the Township Board of Waterloo 
Township adopted Ordinance No. 20-01-28-02 which amends the Sand & Gravel 
Extraction Ordinance to provide for closure plans, provide for final operations 
summaries, define certain terms, and make other amendments to protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of Township visitors and residents. Copies of the Ordinance may be 
obtained from Janice Kitley, Clerk, 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259. 

The Ordinance provides, in summary, for amendments and updates to the existing 
ordinance regulating extraction operations in the Township to further protect the 
health and safety of visitors and residents of the Township. The Ordinance amends 
the following sections and catch lines: Section 3: Definitions to add clearing, mining, 
processing, restoration, and closure to the definition of "Extractive Operations;" Section 
4: No Extractive Operation Without Permit, to clarify the definition of "responsible 
parties" to include business owners and property owners; Section 6: Application for 
Permit, to better identify the area permitted for extraction, require a statement regarding 
public benefits, require a plan to clear vegetation, and require a closure plan, among 
other amendments; Section 8: Financial Guarantee and Indemnity Insurance, to require 
insurance coverage during the closure period; Section 11: Hours of Operation, to include 
clearing, mining, processing, restoration, and closure to "extractive operations;" Section 
15: Restoration & Closure, to clarify restoration plan requirements and to include a 
closure plan, a final operations summary, and to define an excessive period of inactivity; 
Section 17: Changes and Modifications to Plans, to clarify that a special land use permit 
will be required for any new extraction permit activities; and Section 22: Effective Date, 
which is the day following the date of this publication. 

Published by Order of the Township Board 
Janice Kitley, Clerk  

Waterloo Township, Jackson County  
9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259 

Publication Date: February 25, 2020

Outreach's annual McDonald’s 
Hotcake Supper is Thursday, March 5 

Help Outreach turn hotcakes into help for your neighbors! 
Stockbridge McDonald’s is generously donating $2 of every $2.50 
ticket sold for the all-you-can-eat delicious hotcake supper being held 
Thursday, March 5 from 4 to 7 p.m.

One dollar spent by Outreach at the Greater Lansing Food Bank 
allows them to buy over $4 worth of food. This food is then distributed 
to area residents in need. In addition to food, Outreach helps those who 
qualify with transportation, housing, utilities, prescriptions and more. 
In 2019, Outreach spent over $20,000 (!) helping local clients with 
utilities.

Outreach serves those who live in the Stockbridge Community 
School district. They are located in the Stockbridge Activity Center 
(old middle school). Their entrance is door No. 20 off the back parking 
lot on Cherry Street, just north of Elm Street. Hours are Mondays and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Wednesdays from 1 to 6 p.m. For 
more information, please call 517-851-7285, go to 
www.stockbridgecommunityoutreach.org/ or check them out on 
Facebook.   
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Lady Panthers clinch GLAC title

The girls' basketball team clinched its first league title since 2007 with a win 
over Perry. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
It has been 13 years since a 

Stockbridge girls’ basketball team won 
a league title and the Lady Panthers 
needed a win over Perry Feb. 18 to 
clinch the outright GLAC crown.

They left little doubt with a 
dominating second half as the Panthers 
pounded the Ramblers 41-18 to claim 
the league title. They improved to 10-1 
in the GLAC with one game remaining 
at Lakewood Feb. 21.

The Panthers defense did a number 
on the Lansing area’s leading scorer 
Alyssa Welsh, holding her to just three 
points on the night. Welsh entered the 
game averaging nearly 20 points a game 
and her only basket of the night came in 

the opening minute, giving the Ramblers a 3-1 lead.
Stockbridge started slowly as Perry took a 6-3 lead in the first, but a Grace Hall triple and a free throw by Chelsey 

Asquith gave the Panthers a 7-6 lead after one. Madison Mazuca scored five points early in the second to give the Panthers 
a 14-12 lead, when Gwen Rogozinski scored six quick points in the final 1:30 to push the Panthers lead to 20-14 at the 
break.

The second half was all Panthers.
Stockbridge delivered a shutout in the third as they outscored the Ramblers 13-0 to take control of the game with a 33-

14 lead after three. Kaylee Dalton scored six in the third to help the Panthers push their lead to 19. They scored 17 straight 
points to start the second half. Perry did not score until the six-minute mark of the fourth when the Panthers were leading 
by 23 points.  Stockbridge cruised to the win and the GLAC title. They outscored the Ramblers 21-4 in the second half.

Rogozinski scored a team high 13 points, while Hall finished with nine. Asquith and Dalton scored six each, while 
Mazuca added five and Joslynn Caskey two.

Stockbridge 81 Lakewood 36
On a night that the girls’ basketball team received the GLAC Championship trophy, the girls closed league play out 

with a bang—a record-setting 81-36 win over Feb. 21.
The 81 points represented a school record for a girls’ basketball team, but it wasn't the only record broken in the win. 

The 81 points beat the previous record of 74 against Potterville in 2014.
Gwen Rogozinski went off Feb. 21 scoring two records: a girls' basketball school record of 41 points and also a record 

for eight three-pointers. The previous point record of 37 points was set by Chasta Khozouie in 1997. Rogozinski broke the 
three-point record of seven triples that had been shared by Kayla Crockett and Rachel Smith.

The Panthers led 15-13 after one quarter with Rogozinski scoring seven and Madison Mazuca scoring four in the first.
Rogozinski took off in the second nailing three triples and scoring 12 points as the Panthers built a 38-25 halftime lead. 

Kaylee Dalton added five points in the second for Stockbridge.
The Panthers continued to pour it on in the third by outscoring the Vikings 19-6 to blow the game wide open with a 57-

31 lead after three. Rogozinski scored 13 in the quarter and tied the school record with her seventh triple.
She broke the record early in the fourth quarter with her eighth triple and finished with nine points in the fourth to pass 

up Khozouie and break the record.
Mazuca had a big night with 13 points, while Dalton finished with 11. Chelsey Asquith finished with four points; 

Makayla Surline and Brooklyn Rochow scored three each; and Grace Hall, Rylee Tolson, and Joslynn Caskey scored two 
each.

Stockbridge 47 Olivet 34
Gwen Rogozinski sparked the Panthers Feb. 14 with eight points in the third quarter as they went on a 15-5 run to take 

a 35-26 lead after three.
Madison Mazuca hit a big three-pointer in the fourth as Chelsey Asquith scored four points and the Panthers pulled 

away for the 13-point win.
Rogozinski led the Panthers with 18 points.Mazuca finished with 10 points and Kaylee Dalton chipped in with six. 

Grace Hall added five points, Asquith four, and Rylee Tolson and Brooklyn Rochow had two each.
Stockbridge 56 Lansing Christian 46
Behind seven first-quarter points by Grace Hall and five by Kaylee Dalton, the Panthers jumped out to a 20-6 lead after 

one quarter.
The Pilgrims fought their way back into the game in the second by outscoring the Panthers 16-11 to cut the 

Stockbridge lead to 31-22 at the break.
Lansing Christian cut the lead to two, 35-33, but Gwen Rogozinski took over for the Panthers. She scored nine third-

quarter points to help the Panthers hold a 42-36 lead after three.
The Panthers scored the first eight points of the fourth quarter to pull away for a 50-36 lead. Rogozinski scored 11 in 

the fourth, including five of six from the free-throw line down the stretch.
Rogozinski finished with a team-high 27 points.
Hall finished with 11 points, while Chelsey Asquith and Dalton scored six each. Brooklyn Rochow and Makayla 

Surline added three points each for the Panthers.
See GLAC on page 22.

Bunce headed to State after 
winning regional title

Kael Bunce returns to the state finals 
after winning the D3 Regional title. Photo 
provided by Brian Connolly

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge’s Kael 

Bunce is headed back to 
the Division 3 state finals 
after winning the regional 
title on Saturday, Feb. 22.

Bunce went 3-0 on the 
day with a pin, a major 
decision, and a 3-0 win 
in the championship 
against Ty Anderson from 
Corunna, whom he beat 
for the district title a week 
prior.

In the finals, Bunce got a first-period takedown for a 2-0 lead. 
It would stay that way until he received a penalty point for an 
infraction on Anderson to make it 3-0, and that was all he would 
need as he held on for the title.

The Stockbridge wrestler improved to 30-1 on the season and 
will be looking to improve on his eighth-place finish at last year’s 
finals when he travels to Ford Field March 6 and 7.

Bunce claimed the Division 3 district title at Dansville on 
Saturday, Feb. 15.

He returned to the mat after a recent injury limited his action 
the past couple of weeks. He went 3-0 on the day at 145 pounds 
to improve to 27-1 on the season.

Bunce opened with a pair of first-period pins to reach the 
finals. In the finals, he faced a strong opponent, Anderson (36-4) 
from Corunna. Anderson took a first-period lead with a takedown, 
and it stayed that way until Bunce got a two-point near-fall in the 
second. Bunce then got a reversal in the third to take a 4-2 lead. 
He was then penalized for stalling and had to give up a point, 
making it 4-3, but he held on for the win to claim the title.

Stockbridge’s Matthew Killinger came up just short in his 
bid to move on to the regional. He opened with a pin in his first 
match at 171 but dropped his next two matches to end his day.

The Panthers’ Josh Cool also picked up a pin at 112 but 
dropped his next two matches to end his chances to advance.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Panthers clinch first league title since 2002

The boys basketball team clinched a share of the GLAC title, its first 
title since 2002. Photo provided by Jacob Robidou

by Keith Michaels
The last time the Stockbridge boys 

basketball team won a league title, most of 
this year’s varsity squad was not born yet. 
This year’s team is making new history as 
the Panthers beat Lakewood 53-42 to clinch 
a share of the GLAC title, the first title for 
Stockbridge since 2002.

The Stockbridge Panthers finished in a 
tie with Perry, both with 10-2 conference 
marks. Leslie could make it a three-way tie 
with a win against Lakewood Feb. 29.

Brandon Nelson scored five first-quarter 
points for Stockbridge as the teams were tied 
at 11 after one.

The Panthers struggled in the second as 
Lakewood outscored them 10-8 to take a 21-
19 lead at the half.

Noah Robidou scored seven and Tylin 
Ayers six in the third to spark a 16-8 run for the Panthers, giving them a 35-29 lead after three.

The Panthers sealed the win at the line by going 10 of 13 from the charity stripe in the fourth. Chris Hall made five of 
seven from the line and scored nine points in the fourth as the Panthers held off the Vikings.

Hall finished with a team-high 17 points, while Robidou added 10. Nelson chipped in with nine, Jeremy Pilch and 
Ayers six each, and John Morris with five.

Stockbridge 58 Perry 51
The Stockbridge boys basketball team came up big when it needed it the most as the Panthers knocked off GLAC-

leading Perry, 58-51, on Feb. 18 and kept their league title hopes alive.
Tylin Ayers and Brandon Nelson scored six points each as the Panthers jumped out to a 15-9 lead after one quarter.
The Ramblers began to chip away at the lead in the second by outscoring the Panthers 16-14 to cut the lead to 29-25 at 

the break.
The third quarter was a struggle for the Panthers as they scored just six points on triples by Chris Hall and John Morris, 

trailing 36-35 heading into the final quarter.
The Panthers retook the lead early in the fourth and the Ramblers started sending them to the line, but they struggled at 

the charity stripe, hitting just 9 of 19 in the final period. But that was enough as they held on for the win.
Hall led the Panthers with 20 points, including 12 in the final period.  Ayers finished with 13 points and Nelson 11. 

Noah Robidou added seven points, Jeremy Pilch four, and Morris three.
The Panthers improved to 12-5 overall on the season.
Stockbridge 41 Olivet 35
Chris Hall had another big night as the offense struggled most of the night Feb. 14. Hall scored seven points as the 

Panthers and Eagles were tied at 13 after one quarter.
Both teams struggled in the second as the Panthers outscored Olivet 9-7 behind four points from Noah Robidou for a 

22-20 halftime lead.
The struggles persisted in the third with Hall scoring eight of the Panthers’ 10 points. The defense continued to clamp 

down on the Eagles allowing only four points and extending the lead to 32-24 after three.
Stockbridge struggled from the line all night as they hit just 13 of 29 free throws, including just 3 of 10 in the fourth. 

They  couldn’t quite put the game away yet as Olivet hung around outscoring the Panthers 11-9, but it wasn’t enough.
Hall finished with a game-high 20 points to lead the Panthers. Robidou and Jeremy Pilch chipped in with six points 

each. Tylin Ayers added five points, while John Morris and Brandon Nelson each had two.
Stockbridge 69 Lansing Christian 56
Chris Hall scored 31 points on the night to lead all scorers as the Panthers kept pace with Perry in the GLAC standings.
The Pilgrims jumped out to a 20-18 lead after one, but the Panthers outscored LCS 19-11 in the second to take a 37-31 

lead at the break. Hall scored nine points and Brandon Nelson five in the second to spark the Panthers’ run.
The Panthers’ defense continued to clamp down on the Pilgrims in the third, holding them to 10 points and extending 

their lead to 53-41 after three.
Hall scored nine in the final quarter to help the Panthers put the game away.
Nelson finished with 12 points, while Jeremy Pilch added seven. Josh Lewis and Ty Ayers scored six each, Noah 

Robidou five, and John Morris two.
See League on page 22.

Competitive Cheer continues to 
show improvement

The competitive cheer team continued to improve as the season went on. 
Photo provided by Anthony Adkins

For up to date sports content, 
visit our Facebook page 

@stockbridgecommunitynews  
or visit our website

www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

#GOPANTHERS

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge competitive cheer team continues to show a 

big improvement as the season progresses after a second-place 
finish in D4 at the Royal Oak Invitational on Feb. 15.

The Panthers finished with 583.90 points, behind St. Catherine 
of Siena Academy in Wixom. The Stockbridge team beat out 
Madison Heights Bishop Foley and Lutheran Westland for the 
second spot.

The team had its highest finish ever in the second GLAC 
Jamboree at Perry, coming home with a third-place finish. The 
Panthers finished with 631.70 points. Lakewood finished first 
and Webberville second, but the Panthers beat out Leslie, Maple 
Valley, and Perry for their best finish of the season up to that 
point.

They prepped for the district meet by competing at the 
Pinckney Pirate Blackout Cheerleading Invitational. The team 
came home with a fourth-place finish in D4. The Panthers finished 
with 587.70 points, behind Vandercook Lake, Webberville, and 
Parkway Christian.
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Think you know the area? Here's a 
chance to prove it. SCN photographer 
Rose Collison is selecting a mystery 
location within the Stockbridge 
School District. Names of readers who 
correctly identify the subject of the 
photo will be entered into a drawing, 
and one overall winner will be selected.

March's winner will receive a $20 
Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid 
Visa gift card. Thank you to Farmers 
State Bank. Congratulations to last 
month's winner, Emily Homeszyn for 
correctly identifying the photo of the 

March's ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

falling down barn on Michigan 
52 at Dansville Road.

To participate, enter your 
best guess as to the subject 
of the photo along with your 
name, address and phone 

Recognize the subject of this picture and its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo credit Rose Collison

number. Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or 
snail mail to Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, 
Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than March 6.

Welcome Shane Lee Dillon
Shane Lee Dillon was born 

on Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020, at 

8:34 a.m., weighing 7 pounds 

and 4 ounces.

 Congratulations Nathan and 

Natalie Dillon of Stockbridge, 

proud parents of one 

handsome, healthy boy!   

Marion Clark celebrates 103rd birthday    
This year, 

Marion Clark is 
celebrating her 
103rd birthday 
with her family. 
On Feb. 28, 
1917, Marion 
L. Clark was 
born to Emil and 
Edna Sommer 

of Stockbridge. Marion has fond memories of working as a child at her 
grandparents' hotel/bakery in downtown Stockbridge. She graduated with the 
SHS class of 1934. Two years later, she married Jack Clark. Jack and Marion 
ran a dairy farm where they raised 5 children. She now has 6 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren.

Stockbridge 41 Leslie 23
The Panthers benefited from cold outside shooting by Leslie as the Blackhawks struggled from 

outside the three-point line all night.
Stockbridge was short-handed with two players participating in the SHS InvenTeam in Key 

Largo, Fla., so they brought sophomore Joslynn Caskey up from the JV and she came on huge for 
the Panthers. Caskey scored four points in the second quarter to help the Panthers take a 19-11 lead 
into the halftime break.

Neither team could muster much offense in the third quarter, but Kaylee Dalton scored five 
points to help the Panthers keep the eight-point lead, 24-16, at the end of the third.

A Mazuca triple and a basket by Caskey started the fourth quarter as the lead grew to 29-16 and 
forced a Blackhawk time-out. They would never be threatened again as the Panthers pushed the 
lead to 20 points by outscoring the Blackhawks 17-7 in the fourth, pulling away for the win. Grace 
Hall scored six in the quarter, including two big put-backs after offensive rebounds.

The Panthers shot well from the line by hitting 10 of 14 free throws, including six of eight 
in the fourth to help seal the win. Rogozinski led the Panthers with 10 points, while Caskey and 
Grace Hall each finished with nine. Mazuca chipped in with eight points and Dalton five.

Stockbridge 51 Maple Valley 35
Gwen Rogozinski scored nine first-quarter points to help the Panthers take a 14-7 lead after 

one.
She would add seven more points in the second, but Maple Valley’s Ashlyn Wilkes kept the 

Lions close with 13 first-half points as the Panthers led 29-21 at the break.
The Panthers lead would grow to 13 in the third behind six points by Grace Hall, but every 

time the Panthers looked like they would run away, the Lions would battle back to keep the score 
within 11 to 13 points, with Stockbridge leading 40-29 after three.

Stockbridge was never threatened in the fourth, keeping a safe lead and holding on for the 51-
35 win.

Rogozinski led Stockbridge with a team high 18 points.  Hall added 10 points and Chelsey 
Asquith nine. Kaylee Dalton finished with seven points, Madison Mazuca four, and Brooklyn 
Rochow three.

Stockbridge 58 Fowlerville 54
Gwen Rogozinksi sparked  the Panthers early with 11 first-quarter points as the Panthers took a 

15-11 lead.
The lead grew to 30-24 at the half as the Panthers outscored the Gladiators 15-13 in the second.
Chelsey Asquith scored five third-quarter points, but Fowlerville cut into the Panthers lead by 

outscoring them 15-12 to make it a three-point game, 42-39, heading to the fourth.
Things heated up for Madison Mazuca in the fourth, as she scored eight points and the Panthers 

went eight for eight from the free-throw line, with Rogozinski going 6-6 and Kaylee Dalton 2-2 as 
they sealed the win.

Rogozinski finished with a team high 24 points.  Mazuca added 12 points, while Asquith and 
Dalton scored six each. Grace Hall and Brooklyn Rochow tallied four each and Makayla Surline 
scored two.

The Panthers finished 19 of 24 from the free-throw line, with Rogozinski going 12-12 from the 
charity stripe.

GLAC page 20

Leslie 67 Stockbridge 57
The Blackhawks seemed like they couldn’t miss in the first. They connected on five triples, 

including three by Tristan Feighner, and scorched the net for 25 points to take a 25-12 lead after one.
The Panthers cooled them down in the second but struggled on the offensive end, scoring just seven 

points in the second and trailing 36-19 at the break.
The third quarter was a different story for the Panthers as they exploded for 20 points and cut the 

lead to 46-39 at the break. Chris Hall sparked the run with 10 points, while Tylin Ayers scored six.
Stockbridge would get within five points a couple of different times in the fourth, but they ran out 

of gas trying to rally, and the Blackhawks would put the game away late.
Hall finished with a team-high 21 points, including 17 in the second half. Ayers finished with 12 

points, while Brandon Nelson scored 11. Noah Robidou chipped in with eight points, Jeremy Pilch 
three, and John Morris two.

Stockbridge 69 Maple Valley 41
Chris Hall sparked the Panthers with nine first-quarter points as they jumped out to a quick 21-point 

lead.
Tylin Ayers was a force inside and scored six second-quarter points as the lead continued to grow. 

Brandon Nelson, Noah Robidou, and John Morris also sank triples in the quarter as the lead grew to 
36-14 at the break.

Stockbridge continued to pour it on in the third with a 24-point outburst, extending the lead to 60-
24 after three.

That big lead allowed the Panthers and their fans to have some fun in the fourth. The place 
exploded when Hall broke free and was able throw down a dunk sending the fans and student section 
into a frenzy, but that wasn’t the biggest highlight of the quarter. The Panthers’ team manager, Andy 
Schlaff, dressed for the contest and was able to enter the game in the fourth quarter with the Panthers 
comfortably in control. With the student section chanting his name, Schlaff launched a couple of triples 
that just bounced off the rim, and with each miss, the crowd let out a big groan. The roof blew off the 
gym when Schlaff took a pass in the paint and hit a jumper for a basket— the crowd and team went 
crazy.

It was a special moment for Schlaff and his teammates, with an assist to the Maple Valley team for 
their sportsmanship in the moment.

Hall finished with a team high 17 points on the night. Ayers added 12 points, while Robidou and 
Morris both scored nine. Nelson chipped in with eight and Jeremy Pilch seven. Josh Lewis scored 
three, while Brock Jones and Schlaff both scored two.

League page 21
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Sailing page 4
A group of sailors designed and built the first DN in 1937 as part of a Detroit News-sponsored contest, so DNs have 

Michigan roots. In 1953, the Detroit, Anchor Bay, and North Star Sailing Clubs sponsored the first North American DN 
Championship on Lake Saint Clair. 

As the popularity of the DN Iceboat expanded, a European Championship was initiated in 1966. A Gold Cup World 
Championship was added in 1973 and alternates yearly between sites in North America and Europe. 

Photos and some excellent drone video of the 2020 North American DN Championship can be viewed at www.idniyra.org.

High school English and science teacher, Jessica Martell chose to write a grant to help pad her classroom library with 
book club options for her English students. Upon receiving her grant, purchasing books, and implementing her book club 
in her classroom, Ms. Martell reflected on the positive outcome she saw with her students including:

-Students were only required to read one of my book club titles for the class (before they read texts entirely of their 
own choosing). Many students chose to read multiple book club titles.

-Many students who identified as struggling or reluctant readers read multiple texts from the book club titles.
-In written reflections, a vast majority of students reported they preferred choice over being required to read one book 

as a whole class.
-One student reported that she "hates" when the teacher picks the books, but that the selection of books for this class 

was "actually good." She ultimately finished 2 of the book club titles. The same student, who identifies as a struggling 
reader, also chose to read one of the titles that was right at the edge of her ability because she was fascinated by the subject 
and plot. She also asked to borrow the book beyond the end-date of the class so she could finish it on her own.

-One student who identifies as an avid reader chose to challenge himself by trying to finish ALL of the titles I selected 
for the class before the class was over. He did it, and his father confirmed his dedication to his goal. In fact, the father 
jokingly reported that at times he had to tell the student to "put down your book" at home because it was monopolizing his 
time. 

Ms. Martell reflected, “Overall, book club was a positive experience for students; thank you for helping make this 
experience possible.”

The Foundation enjoys receiving the grant applications and observing the different ways staff members utilize the 
resources available to them. Grant applications are due four times per year, Jan 1, April 1, July 1 and Oct. 1. SAEF votes 
on and awards these grants at their quarterly meetings. Many of the funds used are through donations and through their 
annual event, the Festival of Tables, held on March 21 at Heritage School. Tickets are available for purchase through the 
school district for those who would like to attend.

Grants page 4

NORTH STOCKBRIDGE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Notice of annual meeting to be held:
Thursday, April 16, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.
White Oak Township Hall, 1002 S. Michigan 52 Webberville, MI 48892.
Reminder: No permanent or movable lot "adornments" allowed without permission of cemetery sexton.
Lots for Sale: Full lot (4 burial site) $1,200; half lot (2 burial sites) $700; Single lot (1 burial site) $400
Contact Glen at 517-851-8844 or Chad at 517-206-7854
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