
Garden Club decorates the hall...
and square...with bows of jolly

L to R. Front Row: Kate Ludwick, Jeannine Wayman, Susan Daily, 
Audrey Price, Dorothy Craft and Judy Williams. Second row: Joan Tucker, 
Nancy Wisman, Julie Neuhaus, Roberta Ludtke (under hood), Connie 
Risner, Tammy Porter. Back row: Patrice Johnson, Mary Wilson, Laura 
Morehouse, Linda Risner. Photo credit Gary Green

State Rep. Kara Hope visits Stockbridge Jr/Sr High 
School to honor InvenTeam

Pictured L to R: Superintendent Karl Heidrich, teacher Bob Richards and 
State Representative Kara Hope. Photo provided by Bob Richards

by Bob Richards
On Friday, Nov. 8, State 

Representative Kara Hope, from 
Michigan’s 67th District, visited 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School to 
recognize the Stockbridge Jr/Sr. 
High School InvenTeam. 

Hope congratulated the 
Stockbridge students for receiving 
a Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams ® 
grant of $10,000. Stockbridge 
High School is one of only 14 high 
schools in the nation to receive a 
Lemelson-MIT InvenTeam Grant 
this year. The Stockbridge Jr/Sr 
High School InvenTeam members 
are seniors Baylee Heidrich, Sylvia 
Whitt and Anna Schlaff, Junior 
Cameron Brewer, sophomores 

Sidewalk showdown concerns 
addressed, project by project

The bump out at Clinton and Main streets intersection. 
Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-
Mullins

Orange barrels 
arrived ahead 
of the orange 
leaves this fall in 
Stockbridge as 
construction and 
sidewalk repairs 
took place along 
Clinton Street. 
The barrels will 
outlast the leaves, 
as more work 

Mayzie Wright, Hythem Beydoun, Brooklyn Rochow, and Juliana Rooke, as well as freshmen Jack 
Hammerberg and Brianna Polenz. The team’s faculty mentor is Mr. Robert Richards. 

See Representative on page 7.

The closing of Ransom’s in the heart of the Stockbridge community represents the end of an era. In its 
heyday, Ransom’s flourished and the family behind the name left an indelible mark on the community. Over the 
next few months, the Stockbridge Community News will feature the reflections of Pennie Ransom-Ward who 
worked at the store from childhood right up until the store closed. This story represents part one.

No Receipt Needed: ‘Lettuce’ reflect on the Ransom’s 
last 48 years

Pictured L to R: Back row Peggie Ransom, Pattie Ransom-Bell, 
Pennie Ransom-Ward, Ken Ransom and Kyle Ransom. Front 
row Uncle Lloyd, Leona Ransom and John Ransom. Photo 
provided by Pennie Ransom-Ward

by Pennie Ransom-Ward
As most of the community family and 

friends of Stockbridge have probably 
noticed, the doors have been permanently 
closed at Ransom’s Food Center, and the 
store has been put up for sale. 

Now would be a good time to back up 
48 years to a time when John and Leona 
Ransom came to Stockbridge with their 
five children and opened their doors to 
many of you in this small village. They 
worked many hours, seven days a week 
at Ransom’s, although there was a period 
of time back then when businesses were 
closed on Sunday, and we could all sit 

around family tables for dinner. That didn’t happen much considering the store opened at 8 a.m. and 
closed at 9 p.m., with no such thing as a standard lunch hour or a family vacation. 

See Ransom on page 15.

by Patrice Johnson
On Monday, Nov. 11, more than 20 intrepid members of the 

Stockbridge Area Garden Club braved challenging roads and slippery 
sidewalks to decorate the Stockbridge Township Square and Hall for the 
holidays.

The first snowfall of the season erased members’ bootprints as they 
tromped to the gazebo, which now housed a newly erected 9.5-foot 
concolor fir. Handmade, fresh evergreen swags with red bows adorned 
the gazebo’s columns. 

See Garden on page 8.

is scheduled into the next year, as originally reported in an in-depth 
Sidewalk Showdown report back in the September issue of Stockbridge 
Community News. Let’s check on the progress of those plans.

As reported in August, the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) is spending $400,000 on Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) upgrades to some of the town’s sidewalks. 

See Sidewalk on page 16.
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SHS Uncaged newspaper and website 
awarded national Crown Finalist from 
Columbia University Press Association

On Nov. 4., Uncaged newspaper and website have been awarded a national Crown Finalist from CSPA 
(Columbia University) for the fourth consecutive year. The staff will learn if their crown is silver or gold in 
the ceremony in New York City in March 2020.

The team was acknowledged as a hybrid for the print news magazine and the online news website that 
provides different types of news and storytelling. The online source is required to offer various media 
designed and coded in digital modes that differ from print to earn this prestigious award.

Student staffers Jordan Myers, Hannah Smith, Mackenzye Yannella, Abigail Douglas, Morgan King, 

Pictured L to R: Front: Staffers Amelia Pulley, Tyler Showerman, Jordan Myers, former staffer Morgan King 
phoned in on FaceTime, Justin Jaszkowki, Katelyn Walker, Karley Flores. Back: Adviser Elizabeth Cyr, Isabelle 
Bliss, Hannah Smith, Hannah Bolton, Tyler Gipson, Sydney Switzenberg, Zach Sawicki. Not Pictured: Staffers 
Danielle Barbour, Abigail Douglas, Samantha Stitt, Bella Roberts, Mackenzye Yannella, Frederick Choate, 
Makenna Allison, Tylin Ayers, Jacey Gustafson, Elizabeth Platte, Alex Rose, Sarah Steenbeke, Rachel Monroe, 
Christopher Kultner, Mickenzi Merriweather and Logan Connolly. Photo provided by Elizabeth Cyr

Frederick Choate, Makenna Allison, Tylin Ayres, Jacey Gustafson, Elizabeth Platte, Amelia 
Pulley, Bella Roberts, Alex Rose, Sarah Steenbeke, Rachel Monroe, Samantha Stitt, 
Christopher Kultner and Mickenzi Merriweather were led by editors-in-chief Hannah Bolton 
and Logan Connolly.

Publications are judged in a “head-to-head comparison by a panel of judges over several 
days,” Edmund Sullivan, CSPA executive director, said. The judges meet “in a large room 
with much walking around and much discussion, sometimes an argument. However, all 
decisions are eventually reached through consensus,” Sullivan said. Crowns are awarded at 
the discretion of this group based on the merits of the publications according to Sullivan.

A Victorian Christmas
by Arlene and Ron Kaiser
Prince Albert wanted his wife, Queen Victoria, to 

know of the Christmas he enjoyed when he was a boy 
in Germany. Many magazines published “Victoria’s 
Christmas tree,” after which, the English and later the 
Americans warmed to German Christmas customs. 

On the Realy farm, Christmas was celebrated 
joyously. This family and many German families 
around here belonged to St. Jacob Lutheran Church. 
As legend has it, Martin Luther started the practice of 
giving gifts on Christmas Eve instead of December 
6, so it was fitting these local families all joined 
the celebration. Martin Luther wanted to honor the 
Christkind, or Christ Child, often symbolized by a 
child in a flowing white gown who wore a gold crown 
and carried a candle. 

The Realys would hold an open house with family 
and friends stopping by for schnitzbrot (a sweetbread), 
candies, lebkuchen, springerle, and maybe some 
scoops of fresh snow with raspberry syrup poured over 

User provided photo

the top. One year, it is told, not enough snow had fallen to make this delicious treat. So the 
children went to all the windows and scraped the ice and frost off the panes to put in their 
bowls with the syrup. Nothing could deter a good time in that household.

See Christmas on page 5.
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Farm country feeds America. But just try buying groceries there.
An exodus of grocery stores is turning rural towns into food deserts. But some are fighting back by 
opening their own local markets.

Great Scott! Community Market sits in an old shoe store in Winchester, Ill. Photo 
credit Daniel Acker for The New York Times

Article and photo reprinted with permission from The New York Times
by Jack Healy
WINCHESTER, Ill. — John Paul Coonrod had a banana problem.
The only grocery store in his 1,500-person hometown in central Illinois had shut its doors, and 

Mr. Coonrod, a local lawyer, was racing to get a community-run market off the ground. He had found 
space in an old shoe store, raised $85,000 from neighbors and even secured a liquor license to sell 
craft beer. But then his main produce supplier fell through.

The stakes of failure were huge. Farm towns like Winchester that produce beef, corn and greens 
to feed the world are becoming America’s unlikeliest food deserts as traditional grocery stores are 
forced out of business by fewer shoppers and competition from dollar-store chains. Their exodus has 
left rural towns worried about how they can hold on to families, businesses and their future if there is 
nowhere to buy even a banana.

“It’s the story of every small town,” Mr. Coonrod, 35, said. “It’s a domino effect, and it starts with 
the grocery store.”

So Winchester and small towns from Florida to Montana are fighting back by starting their own 
tiny, community-run markets. Stores like the Great Scott! Community Market, which Mr. Coonrod 

and his neighbors managed to open in August 2018, sell tomatoes grown in backyard gardens. Some bake bread when neighbors drop off overflowing bags of zucchini and offer cooking 
classes and wine tastings to lure shoppers through the door when the lean winter months strain their budgets.

In Blue Rapids, Kan., the local flower shop began selling tomatoes, summer squash and bell peppers out of its spare floral coolers after the only grocer within 15 miles shut down last 
year. The florist, Jan Bergkamp, now drives an hour every week to meet her produce supplier.

“We have faith it’ll work out,” she said.
The loss of grocery stores can feel like a cruel joke when you live surrounded by farmland. About 5 million people in rural areas have to travel 10 miles or more to buy groceries, 

according to the Department of Agriculture.
Dollar-store chains selling cheap food are entering hundreds of small towns, but their shelves are mostly stocked with frozen, refrigerated and packaged foods. Local health officials 

worry that the flight of fresh foods will only add to rural America’s health problems by exacerbating higher rates of heart disease and obesity.
Many of the places losing their grocery stores are conservative towns that value industrial agriculture and low taxes. About 75 percent of the people in the county containing 

Winchester voted for President Trump. But people in these communities have also approved public money to kick-start local markets, and they are supporting co-ops whose cloth-bag 
values and hand-stuffed packs of arugula can feel more Berkeley than Mayberry.

“Communities tell me: We don’t want to use the term co-op,” said Sean Park, a program manager for the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs. He has helped guide rural towns through 
setting up their own markets. “It’s ironic because it was farmers who pioneered co-ops. They’re O.K. with ‘community store.’ They’re the same thing, but you’ve got to speak the 
language.”

After the grocery store closed down in the northern Florida town of Baldwin, the city itself started up its own market after chains like Piggly Wiggly and Winn-Dixie declined the 
city’s entreaties to fill the empty space, Mayor Sean Lynch said. In Moran, Kan., a nonprofit group took over the old Stub’s Market as a community project. On the plains of eastern 
Montana, farmers and ranchers have banded together to create a “food hub” to sell beef and vegetables.

Winchester’s new market, Great Scott! (named for the surrounding county), operates as a for-profit cooperative, financed by locals who got together in a church meeting hall last year 
to discuss the urgent need for a grocery store in their town.

“People around here haven’t spent a lot of time around co-ops in the city,” Mr. Coonrod said. “We just sold it from straight novelty. Our way was playing off local sentiment — this 
isn’t charity. This was self-responsibility. If you want a grocery store in town, you have to step up.”

Mr. Coonrod is a Republican running to become the local state’s attorney in a solidly red county, but he said the effort was basically just community organizing — not unlike what 
started Barack Obama’s career 250 miles to the north in Chicago. His mother volunteers making salsas and soups. A local heating and cooling business installed the ventilation system at a 
deep discount. Employees at a car dealership across the town square helped carry in the refrigerators and display cases.

The shelves are stocked with basics like canned soup, bread and cereal, but the local produce shines. White icicle radishes and bags of spinach are delivered from Mueller Family 
Farm. The milk is from a local dairy. The frozen beef is from a nearby ranch. The source of the eggs one week was identified as a local woman named Debbie Foster.

But the challenges of starting a small grocery store at a time of increasing consolidation in the food business are daunting. The Great Scott! market could not persuade any wholesalers 
to work with them, so they bought a van and make regular trips to buy basics at a small markup from another supermarket.

“I called all the major chains, and if they didn’t laugh in my face they hung up on me,” said Shaun Tyson, a farmer in Mount Pulaski, a town about an hour from Winchester that is 
working to start its own co-op market by the spring.

A few states including Alabama, Nevada and Oklahoma have begun to study rural food deserts. They offer tax credits and loans to help stores finance construction projects and move 
to underserved places. In March, a bipartisan cluster of lawmakers in Washington proposed a new tax credit for grocery stores in food deserts.

But mostly, the people setting up crowd-funding sites to buy vegetable coolers and negotiating wholesale rates with huge grocery chains say they are stumbling around with little 
assistance and no map.

“There is no funding for rural grocery stores,” said Nancy McCloud, who scraped together $200,000 in personal loans and crowd-funded contributions to buy and reopen a closed 
supermarket in Mountainair, N.M. “There was nothing to help.”

See Farm on page 4.
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Ms. McCloud said that Mountainair lost its grocery store nearly overnight two years ago, 
leaving the town without any other grocers within 45 miles.

Ms. McCloud, a horse trainer and leather worker, said she had no idea how to run a 
supermarket, but she feared that Mountainair would wither without one. Rural towns have 
watched their hospitals close and schools consolidate in recent years, and residents say losing 
their grocery stores amounts to losing a de facto town square where they catch up on gossip 
and check on their neighbors.

“It’s more important than just my little grocery store,” Ms. McCloud said. “It adds to the 
destruction of rural America — not supporting rural farmers or rural people.”

She covered the walls of her B Street Market with local art and she stocked books by 
New Mexican authors. She found local produce from four nearby farms and contracted 
out for the rest. She installed a kitchen and started cooking New Mexican standards like 
breakfast burritos and green chile cheeseburgers, but also salmon in puff pastry and beef 
stroganoff. The profit margins were higher on meals, and it helped her use produce that was 
not selling.

She even went to the recently opened dollar store, notebook in hand, to compare prices.
In town after town, people said their greatest challenge was enticing their neighbors away 

from dollar stores or the Walmart four towns over. Ms. McCloud came up with a pitch: “Go 
over there and buy your paper goods. Come here and buy your real food.”

It is not clear how many shoppers are listening. In Illiopolis, Ill., a tiny town fringed 
by cornstalks and wind turbines, the only grocery store went out of business in 2017. Now 
people shop at the Dollar General down the street.

A spokeswoman for Dollar General, which wants to open 975 stores this year, said the 
chain had brought jobs, affordable food and economic growth to the rural markets where 
it is expanding. The company is also planning to introduce fresh produce to 650 stores by 
January.

But Deloris Rogers, who has lived in Illiopolis for 56 years, said she missed picking 
up meat and vegetables from Johnson’s Market, where cashiers would help older residents 
carry their groceries to the car before it closed in 2017. Nothing has taken its place, and Ms. 
Rogers says she feels a pang when she passes by the empty market: “It hurts.”

Robert Gebeloff contributed reporting from New York.

Farm page 3

Helping hands for happier holidays

Adopt-a-family is just one way community 
members come together to support those in 
need. Photo courtesy of Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
The snow is upon us and so are good 

deeds. Listed here are just a couple of 
examples of how our community members 
step forward to help their neighbors.

To help those in need of coats, hats, boots 
and gloves, Celebrate Recovery, Munith/
Stockbridge Pay it Forward, and Wake Up 
Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities, 
hosted a coat drive in October at Crossroads 
Community Church. They gave away many 
coats at the event and gave the remaining 
coats to Stockbridge Community Outreach, 
where the coats have all but disappeared 
to grateful recipients. (To help those who 

still need winter wear, Susan Pidd Realty is currently collecting coats at 220 W. Main St. 
Stockbridge, with all donations going to Stockbridge Community Outreach.) Outreach is also 
accepting coats and outerwear donations directly at their offices in the Stockbridge Activity 
Center (old middle school, off the back parking lot) and people are welcome to come check 
them out during office hours, Monday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Wednesdays 
from 1 to 6 p.m.

In November, Wake Up Stockbridge, put out a call for assistance for a young new 
military family who had been nominated for a Christmas surprise. Debi Kunzelman and 
the Mackinder Glenn American Legion & Legion Riders answered that request, adopting 
the family and presenting them with a gift card, aid in a U-Haul rental, and even paid their 
Legion dues while on active duty. Wake Up Stockbridge added a box of gifts for the child for 
Christmas.

November also brought with it Veterans Day and a desire by many within this close-knit 
group of networkers to adopt a veteran for Christmas and pay their utility bill. The Munith 
Lions Club stepped forward with a gracious donation backing this fundraiser and, with the 
help of Wake Up Stockbridge, they will collect bottles/cans with proceeds going toward this 
effort. The Munith Lions Club will handle the distribution of gifts and assistance. If you 
would like to help a veteran with their utility bill this season you can: Drop bottles/cans at 
The Auto Shop Lantis Plaza, contact Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities on 
Facebook, email me at tcolemullins@gmail.com, the Munith Lions Club President Glenn 
Buckmaster at cito_alive@yahoo.com, or make an online donation at www.paypal.me/
glennBuckmaster

If you have a story of kindness and generosity in our community, please let me know and 
we will help spread the cheer.

The allure of pugs

Sarge the pug. Photo courtesy of 
Cathy Collins

by Cathy Collins
“Look mom! It’s pugs!” squealed the young boy 

as he knelt down in front of the crates that housed the 
dogs, looking desperate to pet them. The local rescue 
where I volunteer recently had two pugs (bonded 
brothers) up for adoption. Such has been the reaction, 
time and again, of people young and old when 
encountering the pug pair. What is it about pugs that 
makes them so irresistible? Is it their smooshed nose, 
curled tail, furrowed brow, and bulging whimsical 
eyes? Unquestionably, the fervor surrounding pugs 
has provided them with a cult-like status throughout 
the ages. It is believed pugs existed in China before 
the time of Jesus. Considered royalty, Buddhist 
monks raised them as pets in monasteries. 

According to the American Dog Kennel Club 
(AKC) pugs rank 28th among the most popular dog 
breeds. The popularity of the breed continues, as 
witnessed by the pug’s presence in film, print, and 
social media. Who could forget Frank the Pug in 
“Men in Black” 1 & 2 (1997, 2019), Precious in “The 
Nut Job” 1 & 2 (2014, 2017), Percy in “Pocahontas” 
(1995), or Otis in “The Adventures of Milo and Otis” 
(1989)? Pug presence is also growing in print with 

the “Pig the Pug” book series and “Battlepug” comic book series. Most recently is the 
pop culture sensation Doug the Pug with a massive internet and social media following. 
Doug was named by Forbes as the No. 2 most influential pet in 2018 and, on Nov. 10, 
received the 2019 People’s Choice Award for Animal Star. Doug even has his own line of 
merchandise that can be found in pet stores. 

Ask any pug parent and they will tell you that the breed is loyal and affectionate, and, 
apparently, pugs are like potato chips in that it is difficult to own just one. The Kennel 
Club even has a term for a group of pugs: a grumbling. Our rescued pug brothers ended up 
joining a family that already owned a pug. Apparently for pugs, three is not a crowd, but a 
happy grumbling.
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Rural perspectives
by Rose Collison
The snowfall was more than expected, 

and as aggravating as it was, it delivered 
some views that make a person go, “Wow!” 
Snow on trees is always a beautiful sight.

Surprise. Ever notice that when birds 
land in the snow their feet and tails made 
snow angels? The unexpected snowfall 
takes a spider by surprise, and he goes for a 

stroll on top of the snow.
Could be an early 

start to a long winter!
After retiring from 

Stockbridge Community 
Schools, Rose Collison 
joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community 
News. She serves as 
volunteer photographer and 
manages the Where’s Waldo 
contest. She and husband 
Ken have lived in the area 
for a number of years.Snow dresses up pine trees. Photo credit 

Rose Collison

The wealthier families would spare no expense in celebrating Christmas. The Victorian 
Christmas tree was decorated with traditional kugels, which were hand-blown glass ornaments, as 
well as gingerbread cookies, paper cones of candy, an angel on the top and a candle on every branch. 
These candles would be lit just before the children were allowed into the parlor. 

Poorer families would decorate their trees with walnuts wrapped in silver paper, garlands of 
popcorn and cranberries, and lighted candles. The gifts would be simple: a much needed new pair 
of mittens or socks made by mother. My grandmother told of saving her hard-earned money to go to 
the village store in Pellston to buy handkerchiefs for her papa or a cup and saucer for her mother. 

Christmas gifts were usually just for children. An orange was a great gift to get in your stocking, 
along with a small toy like a top or a new doll. Nuts and shiny-wrapped, store-bought candies were 
a treat.

In the early 20th century, Beltznickel was still celebrated on the farms in this area. Neighborhood 
boys wearing masks came to the window and held their hideous faces close to the pane, which was 
well lit by the kerosene lamp. After the initial fright, the boys were invited in for cookies and sweet 
cider. 

The local schools were attended mostly by children of German descent, so they would have 
a traditional Christmas tree with candles and handmade decorations. The children spent weeks 
practicing their singing and performances. On the big night, parents would come to see their 
children, and gifts would be exchanged, including one for every child from the teacher. Christmas in 
the one-room schoolhouse was the biggest event of the year.

Join the fun at Christmas on the Farm, Dec. 7 and 8, 2019, at the Waterloo Farm and Dewey 
School Museum.

Christmas page 2

Stockbridge branch library can help plan 
holiday purchases

Real reindeer will be visiting the library on Dec. 3 from 
3–4:30 p.m. Stop by to visit Santa’s favorite animals, 
drink hot chocolate and create a make and take wintery 
craft. Photo courtesy of Sherri McConnell

by Sherri McConnell
I would like to highlight some December 

happenings, but check out the SCN community 
calendar for all Stockbridge branch programs. We 
have two holiday events in December and a craft 
program where you can make a piece of art to 
keep or give away. Real reindeer will be visiting 
the library on Dec. 3 from 3–4:30 p.m. Stop by to 
visit Santa’s favorite animals, drink hot chocolate 
and create a make and take wintery craft. On Dec. 
8 we’ll celebrate the season with music from 
Generations and light refreshments from 1–4 p.m. 
Come to Tactile Tuesday on Dec. 10 from 5–6 
p.m. where we will have materials to weave star 
designs using wood pieces, nails and twine for a 
homey creation, while supplies last.

December means baking cookies, decorating the house with lots of lights and shopping for 
holiday gifts. Flyers and ads for the best deals show up in our mailboxes, in our newspapers and 
online – but how can you tell whether that Bluetooth speaker is worth the price or whether that 
television is the best choice? Capital Area District Libraries has resources to help you make those 
tough decisions. The Stockbridge Branch has a subscription to Consumer Reports and issues can be 
checked out. You can also access Consumer Reports online for free from the public computers in 
the library or from home with your CADL card. Find these helpful resources at cadl.org, within our 
“Research & Learn” tab under the “Consumer Reports” section. Other websites that provide reliable 
product ratings and information are consumersearch.com and cnet.com.

Would you prefer to try out a game, toy or gadget before you purchase it as a gift? CADL’s 
Library of Things lets you try items that you normally don’t have a chance to borrow like a 
telescope, a Go-Pro, a ukulele, a sewing machine, a robot, a handheld GPS and much more. CADL 
also has a Library of Things Jr. that offers games, building toys, and kid-size tech like a digital 
microscope for your kids (and you) to try before you buy. You can browse the Things at cadl.org/
things. If you have questions about items you plan to purchase for the holidays, or any time, you can 
always ask for assistance from the friendly staff at your library.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge branch is located at 200 Wood St. For more 
information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org.

Volunteers make the (school) 
day

by Reaghan Walz
“We should…” is often the beginning of a great idea to improve 

school atmosphere, décor, student and staff morale, or to expand the 
education of students, but school staff are stretched too tight just trying 
to handle the many responsibilities they already have. So how do those 
lovely bulletin boards in the hallways get done? Who organizes the 
evening family fun nights? How does money appear for field trips? 
Panther Cubs PTO volunteers! They are the driving force in getting 
things like this done. They work behind the scenes filling in as many 
gaps as they can, not for recognition or incentive, but out of kindness 
and a desire to help. Here in the Stockbridge Community School 
District, we are fortunate to have many wonderful volunteers, and 
while they never ask for or seek recognition, it seems appropriate to 
acknowledge at least some of them.

While visiting Heritage and Smith, if you stop and look around for 
a minute, you will see some of the many ways volunteers contribute to 
our schools. The creative and informative bulletin boards highlighting 
the new staff at both Smith and Heritage were the work of PTO Vice 
Presidents Becky Muraf and Tracie Lentz. Fall Family Fun Fest, the free 
family event that took place in October, was chaired and coordinated 
by Jeanette Wetzel, the PTO Volunteer Coordinator and Donations 
Co-Coordinator. The work she put into the event helped to create an 
evening of fun for all Stockbridge families. Jeanette pulled off this event 
in coordination with her fellow PTO members.

If you have a student at Heritage, you probably heard about the book 
fair that took place the first week in October. Book fair is a wonderful 
opportunity, it helps draw kids to books, encourages reading, and allows 
for teachers and the school library to get new books. Book fair takes 
lots of work, and it is completely run by volunteers. Volunteers like Jill 
Ogden and Jeanette Wetzel helped set the fair up, getting it ready for 
the students and teachers to peruse. Then, thanks to people like Jenny 
Rusnock, Robin Bergman, Debbie Coon, Tina Mullins, Reaghan Walz, 
and Michelle Price, students were able to come and shop throughout the 
day. These wonderful volunteers spent several hours a day helping to 
stock and reorganize the fair, recommending books, counting change, 
and helping students figure out how to best stretch their dollars. When 
the fair ended, Tracie Lentz jumped right in to help pack up the fair to 
send on to the next school. 

See Volunteers on page 17.
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Dec. 3 – PTO working meeting for Winter Carnival, 4 
to 7 p.m. at Heritage Elementary
Dec. 3 – Drop-In LEGO Club, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 4 – Coffee Chats, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 4 – Movers and Readers  Playtime (Ages up to 3), 
11 a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 5 – Thinking Thursdays (Ages 8 to 15), 4 to 5:30 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 7 – Christmas on the Farm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Waterloo Farm Museum and Dewey School
Dec. 7 – Livingston Dems Holiday Party, 4 to 6 p.m. at 
the Paul W. Bennett Recreation Center
Dec. 8 – St. Mary Community Christmas Breakfast, 
8:30 to 11 a.m. at St. Mary Church
Dec. 8 – Christmas on the Farm, noon to 4 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum and Dewey School
Dec. 10 – Drop-In LEGO Club, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 10 – Tactile Tuesdays (Ages 10 and up), 5 to 6 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 11 – Winter Carnival, 5 p.m. at Smith Elementary
Dec. 11 – Coffee Chats, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 11 – Movers and Readers  Playtime (Ages up to 

Community Calendar
3), 11 a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 11 – Reading with Oliver (Ages 3 to 6), 6 to 
6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 12 – Thinking Thursdays (Ages 8 to 15), 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 13 – Minecraft Game Nights (Ages 8 to 15), 7 
to 8 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 17 – Drop-In LEGO Club, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 18 – Coffee Chats, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 18 – Movers and Readers  Playtime (Ages up to 
3), 11 a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 19 – Thinking Thursdays (Ages 8 to 15), 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Dec. 20 – Family Game Nights, 5 to 6:45 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Dec. 21 – Free Food Pantry and Clothes Closet, 10 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Church of Christ
Dec. 22 – SKY Theatre Caroling with Cocoa, 4:30 to 
7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Township Hall
Dec. 24-25 – Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
Celebrations. See page 24 for church service offerings

 For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Representative Hope presented a State of Michigan “Special Tribute” to Stockbridge Jr/Sr High 
School for their support of the Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School InvenTeam. She also presented 
individual “Certificates of Recognition” to each of the students. 

Stockbridge High School InvenTeam’s proposed invention is the Emperor Micro-Lander, a 
device used to monitor aquatic life in the National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa. The 
Emperor Micro Lander is a small, untethered free undersea vehicle for benthic operations. 

It is hand deployable from small boats. The product we envision will be lightweight, portable 
and durable. The system will be small enough to be carried onto a commercial aircraft to simplify 
shipping with no hazardous material. The “Emperor Micro-Lander will carry cameras, lights and 
a conductivity, depth and temperature (CTD) sensor or other custom sensor packages as needed. 
It will use a biodegradable sacrificial weight for the anchor that can be locally sourced in any port 
o’call. The micro lander can reach a maximum depth of 100 meters and maintain an upright position 
regardless of seafloor topography. A locator beacon will help with its self-recovery system. The 
“Emperor Micro-Lander” can be programmed to remain underwater for up to a week, depending 
upon the needs of the researcher, and return to the surface autonomously. The “Emperor Micro-
Lander” fills a void in the current marketplace for a low-cost, easy-to-deploy, operate, and recover 
sensor system that can be used by professional researchers and citizen scientists alike. 

Students, teachers, and mentors representing the Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School InvenTeam 
will travel to Washington, D.C., in June for the Lemelson-MIT Program’s EurekaFest, a multi-
day celebration of the inventive spirit. InvenTeams present and showcase their prototypes at 
EurekaFest’s public exhibit that will be held at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American 
History, which sees thousands of guests from around the world each day and is home to the 
Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation. 

For more information please contact Mr. Richards at 517-851-7770 or email at 
richardr@panthernet.net
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Staff Spotlight: Jessica Martell: Outstanding English teacher 
appreciates teaching in a close-knit community

Jessica Martell says she feels 
incredibly well-supported by 
administration.
“We are treated as trusted 
professionals and experts in our 
fields. We are encouraged to try 
new things in our classrooms to 
keep current with skills students 
will need to be successful in our 
changing society.” Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
They say English can be one of the hardest languages to learn. Jessica Martell has been teaching this subject for 14 years in Stockbridge and 

makes learning English look easy. It helps that Martell is very confident and knows her subject area well. Her classroom is always neat and very 
organized, and she has an incredible work ethic. She is laid back and never appears to be frazzled or overwhelmed with day-to-day activities. Her 
students love her style and hardly ever misbehave in her classroom. They cherish every moment she gives them, every day. 

Martell always welcomes a challenge; for example, she is the testing coordinator for the junior and senior high schools. As coordinator, she 
spends months reading manuals and becoming an expert on the rules she needs to know to prepare all the Stockbridge eighth- through 11th-graders 
for the statewide and national tests they take in the spring. This is a huge job she has taken on, and the district is so privileged to have her expertise, 
organization, and personable skillfulness to fill this massive responsibility. 

As an English teacher, Martell works with students from grades seven through 12. She also teaches several elective classes, and has occasionally 
taught biology. Martell loves teaching English and does this with ease and confidence. 

She grew up in Jackson, Michigan, and attended Spring Arbor University as an English major and biology minor. She also has a master’s in 
curriculum and instruction. During college, she took a job working at Silver Foam Distributing, where she met her husband, Brad Martell. They 
married in 2007. Martell has two cats, Penelope Buttons and Scooter Boots, which she considers her children. She enjoys many hobbies during the 
summer and is often posting her golfing pictures, which has become a favorite pastime for her. 

She has a long list of those she credits as the greatest influences in her life, namely her family, including siblings, parents, grandparents, and her 
husband. According to Martell, they have provided her with her worldview, work ethic, and sense of humor. 

Stockbridge Schools has offered her exactly what she was looking for in a career. She wanted to teach in a “small, close-knit community, with an 
educational philosophy that encourages growth and innovation.” Martell says she feels incredibly well-supported by administration. 

“We are treated as trusted professionals and experts in our fields. We are encouraged to try new things in our classrooms to keep current with skills 
students will need to be successful in our changing society.” 

Her greatest accomplishments include meeting her loving husband, building a warm home life, and pursuing an enriching career in a field that 
matters. 

“I am happy with the life I’m living, and that seems like a pretty big accomplishment to me,” added Martell.
Martell tries not to worry about all the policy adjustments and laws that result in changes in the teaching profession. Her students are what 

matter the most to her. It’s very evident when you spend time in her classroom that she loves what she does and was born to do this! Her advice to 

Both tree and swags were furnished compliments of Rick and Molly 
Howlett of Howlett Tree Farm.

Inside the hall, volunteers strung garland across the balcony and 
stage, hung wreaths, and brightened oversized Victorian windows with 
glowing snowflakes.

Afterward, the group convened in the lower level for a potluck. Here, 
CFO (Chief Flower Officer) Judy Williams called the meeting to order to 
plan the club’s next philanthropic effort.

As new business, Roberta Ludtke made a motion for the club to 
donate $300 to buy holiday gifts for three Stockbridge Community 
Outreach families in need. Motion approved unanimously. Joan Tucker, 
Tammy Porter and Ludtke volunteered to shop for the families’ presents.

The Stockbridge Area Garden Club, founded in 1984, meets the 
first Monday of each month and undertakes numerous civic projects. 
In addition to the activities described above, projects include spring 
plantings in Stockbridge and Gregory, weeding and watering the 
cemetery flag garden and Township Square memorial garden, donations 
to Friends of the library, and maintenance of the decorative flower cart at 
the main intersection in Stockbridge. The SAGC arranges hanging and 
self-standing flower baskets throughout the retail district as well.

Members enjoy learning about flowers and flower gardening, as time 
permits.

Garden page 1

Obituary
Rachel M. Cassidy

Rachel M. Cassidy
Jan. 25, 1917 to Nov. 21, 2019

Rachel M. Cassidy, age 102, of Jackson, Michigan, passed away on 
November 21, 2019 at Vista Grande Villa in Jackson. She was born January 
25, 1917 in Leslie, Michigan, the daughter of Howard and Merna (Barnes) 
Good. On June 5, 1941, she married Walter Cassidy at Sts. Cornelius and 
Cyprian Catholic Church, where she was baptized, confirmed, married, and 
will be buried.

 Rachel graduated from Leslie High School, Jackson Business 
University, and Ingham County Normal School. She earned a Bachelor’s 
degree and a Master’s degree from Eastern Michigan University. She 
taught for 32 years, 25 of which were in Stockbridge Community Schools. 
Eleven of those were as a counselor at Stockbridge High School.

 Rachel helped organize the Stockbridge Lioness Club and served as 
their Charter President. She also served as a District President. Rachel was 
a member of MEA, NEA, and Ingham County MARSP. She was a member 
of Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian Catholic Church where she taught catechism, 
was on the church council, and was a member of the Cemetery Committee. 
She also served as a lector and Eucharistic Minister for several years.

 She is survived by her son-in-law, Dennis Bristow of Dexter, grandson, Steven (Suzanne) Bristow of 
Dexter, and two great-grandchildren, Rachel and Eric Bristow. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Walter, two daughters, Mary Beth Cassidy and Merna Ann Bristow, and two brothers, Joel Good and James 
Good, several aunts, uncles, cousins, as well as a host of friends.

 Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Monday, November 25, 2019, 11:00 a.m., at Sts. Cornelius and 
Cyprian Catholic Church with Fr. James Shaver officiating. Visitation will be held at the Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home on Sunday, November 24, 2019 from 2-4 p.m. with a Rosary at 3:30 p.m. The family will 
also receive friends at church on Monday from 10-11 a.m. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Stockbridge Lioness Club.

Stockbridge students: “Hustle! The harder you work now, the better life will be later!” 
Sounds like we all need to take Ms. Martell’s advice.
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Obituaries
Harold A. Henry

Harold Henry
Dec. 13, 1925 to Oct. 15, 2019

Harold A. Henry, age 93, of Gregory, MI, passed 
away on October 15, 2019 at the VA Medical Center 
in Ann Arbor, MI. He was born December 13, 1925 
in Detroit, MI and served in the Army Air Corps 
during World War II, where he was a Gunner in a 
B-24. He had lived in the Gregory area since 1947 
and worked his entire life as a farmer. He graduated 
from Michigan State University receiving his degree in 
Communications. Harold attended many churches in 
the area, but settled in at the Southwest Church of the 
Nazarene in Gregory.

Harold is survived by a nephew, Paul Henry and his 
family of Boston, MA. He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his brother, Roy Henry. A Memorial Service 
will be held at the Southwest Church of the Nazarene in 
Gregory on Saturday, November 23, 2019 at 12:30 p.m.

A burial will take place at Plainfield Cemetery at a 
later date. Memorial contributions may be made to the Southwest Church of the Nazarene. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Sarahann Salow Henderson

Sarahann Salow Henderson
May 14, 1965 to Nov. 3, 2019

Sarahann Salow Henderson, age 54, passed away on 
Sunday, November 3, 2019 in Jackson, MI. She was born on 
May 14, 1965 in Jackson, MI the daughter of Gerald and Janice 
(Yeoman) Salow. She married Ryan D. Henderson in Las Vegas, 
NV on March 27, 2003, and he survives. Also surviving are 
two sons, Antonio Charles Henderson and Shannon Douglas 
Henderson; siblings: Patrick (Karen) Salow of Stockbridge, 
Christopher (Heidi) Salow of Stockbridge, Paul (Kathryn) Salow 
of Ypsilanti, Thomas (Sherice) Salow of Leslie, and Amanda 
(Edmund) Partin of Stockbridge; also many nieces, nephews, 
and several great-nieces and great-nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, two brothers, Michael Salow and Timothy 
Salow, and an infant sister, Cynthia Salow.

Sarah had been part of the Stockbridge community all of 
her life. An innate part of her loving personality was that of 
helping others. She graduated from Spring Arbor University 
with a degree in Criminal Justice and served in law enforcement 
for Meridian Township. She was a member of Crossroads 

Community Church where she was an active volunteer and a member of the ministry board. She was 
also active in the Stockbridge Schools as a youth liaison, as well as the Athletic Boosters.

Visitation will be held on Friday, November 8, 2019 from 2-4 & 6-8 p.m. at the Crossroads 
Community Church, 950 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge. Funeral services will be held on Saturday, 
November 9, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. at the Heritage Elementary School, 222 Western Ave., Stockbridge. 
Those wishing to make memorial contributions may do so to the Stockbridge Community Schools or 
Crossroads Community Church. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home.Thomas Dean Skrzypek

Thomas Dean Skrzypek
Passed away Nov. 6, 2019

Thomas Dean Skrzypek, Thomas Dean Skrzypek, 
age 47, of Pinckney, MI, passed away at his home on 
November 6, 2019. He was born in Trenton, MI the 
son of Patrick R. and Sharon L. (Shaw) Skrzypek. 
On March 23, 2013, he married Lindsay M. Buurma, 
and she survives, as well as his step-son, Jonathan 
Buurma, three daughters, Meghan, Sarah, and Rachel; 
two brothers, Ron (Nicole) Skrzypek and Don (Heidi) 
Skrzypek, step-mother, Linda Skrzypek, along with his 
in-laws, Richard and Jean Buurma and extended family. 
He was preceded in death by his parents.

Thomas loved spending time outdoors hunting, 
fishing, camping, and also loved NASCAR model cars 
and model airplanes.

A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, 
January 18, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Stockbridge with Rev. Deborah Smith 

officiating. Memorial Contributions may be made to the American Heart Association. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Mary J. McArthur

Mary J. McArthur
Oct. 3, 1934 to Nov. 10, 2019

Mary J. McArthur, age 85, of Webberville, MI, 
passed away on Sunday, November 10, 2019.

Mary was born October 3, 1934, the daughter of 
Herman and Anna (Archer) McArthur. Mary was an 
Assistant Vice President at Stockbridge State Bank for 
over 30 years. She was also the Treasurer for White 
Oak Township. She loved horses and her Schnauzer 
dogs. She also loved to read and enjoyed her Mustang 
car. She was a member of the Stockbridge Alumni 
Committee, the Geological and Historical Society, and 
the Waterloo Historical Society.

She is survived by her sister, Ruth Ann Bessey of 
Stockbridge, and brother, Donald (Idamay) McArthur, 
several nieces and nephews: Rita (David) Rochester, 
Don Jr. (Dana) McArthur, and Jason (Debbie) 

McArthur; several grand-nieces and grand-nephews: Stephanie (Richard) Parrett, Rachel 
Nau, Megan McArthur, Rachael McArthur and Robert McArthur.

Mary was preceded in death by an infant brother, George McArthur, brother-in-law, 
Raymond Bessey and nephew, Stacy McArthur.

Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, November 13, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. at 
the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home in Stockbridge. The family will receive friends for 
a visitation on Wednesday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. prior to the service. Expressions of 
sympathy can be made to the Stockbridge United Methodist Church.

Marian C. Sood

Marian C. Sood
April 2, 1953 to Nov. 19, 2019

Marian C. Sood, age 66, of Stockbridge, MI passed away on 
November 19, 2019 at Stockbridge Country Care. She was born 
April 2, 1953 in Detroit, MI the daughter of Herbert and Gertrude 
(Albrecht) Sood.

Marian graduated from the University of Michigan with 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, and she later worked as a 
Production Artist. She was one of the first Production Specialists 
involved in computer design, layout and publishing, and was 
at the forefront of the profession as it transitioned to computer 
design. She specialized in publishing technical manuals for 
various companies. The three main jobs she had during her career 
were at XMCO in Warren, at Roush Industries in Auburn Hills, 
and Detroit Art Services in Troy.

She also had a passion for fine art. She was accomplished 
in the use of watercolor and pastels, and also used oils on her 

canvases. She also enjoyed cooking and and her various dogs, especially her beloved dog, Casie.
Marian is survived by two brothers, Richard (Michele Deron) Sood of Washington, and David 

(Shannon) Sood of Stockbridge, MI; also nieces and nephews, Tiffany (John) Leen, Tyler Sood, and 
Nevaeh Sood. She was preceded in death by her parents.

A Graveside Service will be held at White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery in Troy, MI at a 
later date. Those wishing to make a memorial contribution in Marian’s name may do so to an animal 
shelter of one’s choice. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Nicole M. Gilliam

Nicole M. Gilliam
Sept. 13, 1984 to Nov. 17, 2019

Nicole M. Gilliam, age 35, of Britton, MI, passed away on 
November 17, 2019 at her home. She was born on September 13, 
1984. She had lived in Michigan for the past 5 years, moving from 
Clarksville, TN. She was a 2002 graduate of Stockbridge High 
School. Nicole was an outdoors kind of girl. She enjoyed hunting 
and fishing.

On February 17, 2012, she married Zachary M. Adcock in 
Clarksville, TN, and he survives. Also surviving are four children, 
Brooke Gilliam, Patricia Gilliam, Elizabeth Adcock, and Ryan 
Adcock; seven siblings: Jamie (Richie) Kusey of Massachusetts, 
Ray Smith of Michigan; Dakota Atkins of New Mexico, Felicia 
Atkins of New Mexico, and Kaylyn Gilliam of Florida, Drew 
Gilliam of Florida, and Tim (Ashley) Gilliam of Georgia; mother-in-
law, Karen (Greg) Byce of Munith, and her father-in-law, Michael 
(Linda) Adcock in Ohio. She was preceded in death by her mother, 
Sandra M. Smith, in 2002, her father, Jackie R. Smith, in 2010, and 

her grandfather, Jack Smith, in 2011.
Visitation will be held on Friday, November 22, 2019 at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, 

Stockbridge from 6-8 p.m. and Saturday from 2-3 p.m. Funeral services will be held at 3:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, November 23, 2019 at the funeral home. Burial will follow at Oaklawn Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Lupus Research Alliance.
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Student of the Month: 11th-grader 
Brock Jones

“Live like no one else now so that 
later you can live like no one else. It 
explains that if I put my work in now 
I can enjoy the benefits later in life,” 
is the saying 11th-grader Brock Jones 
tries to live by. School provided photo

by Cindy Lance
Stockbridge High School Junior Brock Jones is a young man with 

many achievements already under his belt. In his first two years of 
High School, he has retained a 4.0 GPA, and received many academic 
accolades such as Chemistry, Algebra B & C, Geometry, Biology, 
English 9 and Spanish 2. The awards in math represent his love of the 
subject. Not only is Brock an excellent student, he is a good person. Mr. 
Corey Baird, teacher at Stockbridge High School, states that “Brock 
Jones is an exceptional young man. Where many talk a good game, 
Brock lets his actions speak for him. He leads by example. An excellent 
team player, always reliable, and puts 110% into everything he does. 
Very respectful and open-minded individual.”

The son of Ryan and Rachel Jones and the older brother to Maggie, 
Brock said that his “family has played the biggest positive influence 
in his life. They always support me with whatever I do in life. They 
care for me and teach me how to lead a good life. My friends have 
also had a positive influence on me. I have learned many things from 
them, and they make life easier as I don’t have to do everything alone; 
I have my friends.” Along those lines, the small-town, tight-knit feel 
of Stockbridge is another aspect that Brock appreciates and prefers to 
larger towns. 

Ask an expert: Be 
careful about ‘industry 
standards’ when 
repairing a vehicle

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Was I lied to about industry 

standards? —Mike, from Brooklyn
Consumer alert: Two words have 

become the weapons of choice in the 
battle of right vs. wrong in the collision repair business. The two words 
are: industry standard.

The dictionary defines “industry standard” as the generally accepted 
requirements followed by members of an industry. And just like that, 
consumers nod their heads with what they perceive as understanding, 
and numbly accept whatever comes next.

But let’s slow down just a bit, and ask a few questions.
• Who is doing the talking?
• What industry do they represent?
• Do they have an agenda?
• And who is doing the “generally accepting” of the “standards” in 

question?
In the world of body shops, ethical owners are tasked with one 

mission — to repair vehicles to meet the original manufacturer’s 
specifications in an effort to restore structural and safety components 
to their original state. They receive their “standards” directly from the 
people who researched, tested, built and sold the vehicle in its brand-
new state.

Sounds right ... because it is right.
But there is an opposing side — and in this case, it’s the insurance 

companies doing a lot more talking about “industry standards.” Minute 
by minute and hour by hour of every day, thousands of repair estimates 
are being denied and/or “adjusted” to cut corners, employ used or 
aftermarket parts and save money — all in the name of “industry 
standards.”

Wait a minute. BOTH sides are using the same words?
It’s true. One side (body shop owners) uses “industry standard” as 

defined by the actual automotive industry (manufacturer) itself as THE 
official and authoritative way in which vehicle must be repaired.

The other side (insurance companies) uses “industry standard” as 
defined by their own industry (insurance and claims payment) as a way 
to reduce the amount of money that they pay, thereby retaining higher 
profit margins for their own companies.

How does this affect you?
Today’s vehicles are more technologically advanced than ever 

before. 
See Expert on page 14.

  Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom we have been 
notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If 
you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Sarahann Salow Henderson – died Nov. 3, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Thomas D. Skrzypek – died Nov. 6, 2019 – Pinckney
 · Daniel Loie Craft – died Nov. 10, 2019 – Munith
 · Mary McArthur – died Nov. 10, 2019 – Webberville
 · Nicole Gilliam – died Nov. 17, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Marian C. Sood – died Nov. 19, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Rachel Cassidy – died Nov. 21, 2019 – Jackson

Death Notices

In addition to his academic success, Brock is also heavily involved in sports, recently receiving Honorable 
Mention All Conference for Cross Country as an individual. Stockbridge High teacher and cross country coach 
Mr. Steve Allison said that “Brock is a very coachable athlete that does as he is asked. He understands our 
strategies and is willing to stick to the game plan. He has been a consistent varsity runner on the cross country 
team adding stability to our program. Brock’s work ethic is evident in his improvements on the course and his 
success in academics.” Through participation in the various sports teams, Brock enjoys building relationships 
with friends and learning important skills or information that he will need later in life. 

Jones’ current goals are to maintain his 4.0 GPA and achieve a good score on the SAT. Future goals are to 
complete college, pursue a career in the computer science field, gain a lot of money, and build a good family. 
The saying that Brock tries to live by is this: “Live like no one else now so that later you can live like no one 
else. It explains that if I put my work in now I can enjoy the benefits later in life.” 
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Nov. 18, 2019

Pledge of Allegiance was let by 
Isabelle Partin, Riley Kunzelman, 
Kayleigh Johansson
Moment of Silence 
Sommer motion to accept the 

meeting agenda, Wetherell second, 
motion carried. 
Citizens Comments- 
Sommer motion to accept the 

financial report, Wetherell second, 
motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Roof Repair – Roof Repair was 

not included in remodel bid. Lanits 
motioned to replace roof out of 
Building and Grounds. Rollcall: 
Wetherell Yes; Sommer Yes; 
Lauckner Yes; Lanits Yes; Muraf 
Absent. Motion Carried. 
Festival of Lights – Our displays 

are almost done.
NEW BUSINESS:
DDA – Trustee Wetherell 

voluntered to serve on the DDA 
Board
O’Brien Road – Lantis motioned, 

Sommer second to allow a shared 
driveway for the parcel located at 
2675 Obrien Road. All in favor, 
motion passed. 
School Contract – Lantis made 

the motion not to enter into a 
school liaison officer contract on 
advice from the Township attorney. 
Lauckner second. All in favor, 
motion carried. 
Lease for Historical Society – The 

Stockbridge Township is looking 
into life lease terms for the Historical 
Society
Pay Monthly Bills – Sommer 

motioned, Wetherell second to pay 
the monthly bills – all in favor, 
motion passed. 
Citizen Comments – 
Lantis motioned, Lauckner second 

to adjourn. All in favor, motion 
carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Deputy 
Clerk Mandy Urquhart

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE  
Council Meeting Nov. 4, 2019 – Synopsis

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:03 pm.Roll Call: PRESENT: President Molly Howlett, Pro-
Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee 

Greg Uihlein, ABSENT:Trustee Heath Corey; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, John Gormley, 
Village Attorney, Citizens were also present; Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance; 
Approval of Agenda; MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; the November 4, 2019 

agenda as amended to add Street Removal and Hiring Seasonal Employee. Motion carried with unanimous ayes;  
Approval of Minutes MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the minutes of October 7, 2019 as 
presented by Clerk Nogle as amended to correct MOTION FAILED. Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Public 

Comment – None. FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Uihlein, Mullins, 
Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED; President Report President Howlett 
updated the council on ongoing projects; Police Report – No Report NEW BUSINESS NEW HIRE – Denny 

Walz MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; to hire a seasonal temporary employee 
and agree to the contract as follows; subject to a satisfactory background check: Duties to include:Will direct 

Department of Public Works (DPW) employees works during winter events. Snow clearing (plowing roadways) 
no sooner than 5:00am and no later than 6:00pm unless necessary.Snow removal (cleaning/clearing snow piles) 

will be performed during early am or when roadways are less traveled. Equipment maintenance will be done 
on off weather days. Provide up to 3 hours training per week, Compensation: Rate of pay: $30.00 per hour; if 
a snow event requires more than 8 hours, overtime will be paid at the rate of $45.00 per hour. Weekends and 

holidays will be considered overtime.AYES: Cattell, Uihlein, Morehouse, Mullins, Quintanilla, Howlett NAYES: 
Corey ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED;Consumers Energy MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
RESOLVED; that it is hereby deemed advisable to authorized Consumers Energy to make in the lighting service 

as provided in the Standard Lighting Contract between the Company and the Village of Stockbridge, dated 
9/21/2013, in accordance with the Authorization for Change in Standard Lighting Contract dated 11/4/2019 and 
authorize the Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk to execute such authorization on behalf of the Village of Stockbridge. 

Motion carried with unanimous ayes:.OPPPOSED by Quintanilla; CLOSED SESSION MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; to go into closed session at 8:30pm AYES: Cattell, Quintanilla, 

Uihlein, Morehouse, Mullins, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSES MOTION by 
Mullins, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; to open into open session at 9:46pm Motion carried with 

unanimous ayes. Council Comments: Quintanilla discussed the Water Filtration System from Williamston. Public 
Comment – Rebecca Smar and Susan Ransom raised concerns they have with speeding on Village side streets. 

Don Byrd discussed dissolving the Downtown Development Authority. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:49pm. 

 Respectfully submitted: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk
UPDATING THE VILLAGE 2019 MASTER PLAN: The Stockbridge Planning Commission (SPC) revised 

the Village Plan seven years ago, and it is now setting out to update the plan. The SPC/Village urgently needs/requires 
the advice of the community, e.g, from the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority (SDDA), the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Village Council, the School Administration and particularly the young people, the Lions and Lionesses, 
etc., and it welcomes ideas from the community at large to be included in the development of the plan, rather than 
waiting until the draft of the plan has been completed and is presented to the public in open meetings as required by 
State Law, which of course will be done.

The Planning Commission requests these various entities to provide direction for attracting families, providing 
activities to attract young people to stay in Stockbridge and make it their future home, and to attract businesses to 
reside and succeed in our village. 

By Updating the Village of Stockbridge Master Plan, which provides direction to the Village Trustees, we all 
hope to accomplish the goals and objectives included in the future Master Plan for at least the next 5 years. State Law 
requires most Village activities to be tracked back to the Master Plan, directly or indirectly.

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from Oct. 7 to Nov. 6, 2019

Monday, 10/7 – Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd.
Tuesday, 10/8 – Animal Complaint-Kathryn Ct., Assist EMS-M-36
Wednesday, 10/9 – Solicitor Complaint-Roepke Rd., Assist EMS-Kane Rd./M-36
Thursday, 10/10 – Accident-Unadilla Rd./Doyle Rd.
Friday, 10/11 – Civil Complaint-Webb St., Mental Disorder-Undisclosed location
Saturday, 10/12 – Larceny-Barton Rd./M-36, Assist EMS-Dream Catcher Rd.
Sunday, 10/13 – Animal Complaint-Point Dr.
Monday, 10/14 – Solicitor Complaint-Williamsville Rd.
Tuesday, 10/15 – Larceny-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd.
Wednesday, 10/16 – Animal Complaint-Doyle Rd./Unadilla Rd., Suspicious Situation-Williamsville 
Rd./M106, Alarm-Wasson Rd./Gregory Rd., Animal Complaint-Doyle Rd./Unadilla Rd., Assist 
EMS-Livermore Rd.
Friday, 10/18 – Animal Complaint-Berkshire Dr.
Saturday, 10/19 – Assist Unadilla Fire Department-Celestial Circle/Doyle Rd.
Monday, 10/21 – Animal Complaint-Wasson Rd., Assist Fire-Webb St.
Tuesday, 10/22 – Assist another agency-Doyle Rd./Bullis Rd.
Wednesday, 10/23 – Assist EMS-M106/Doyle Rd., Animal Complaint-Barton Rd.
Thursday, 10/24 – Mental Disorder/Psych-Undisclosed Location, Animal Complaint-Doyle Rd., 
Suspicious Vehicle-M-36
Friday, 10/25 – Animal Complaint-Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Circle
Saturday, 10/26 – Assist EMS-M-36/Pingree Rd.
Sunday, 10/27 – Medical Alarm-Pleasant Dr., Domestic Verbal-Wasson Rd., Trespassing, Loitering-
Plainfield Rd.
Tuesday, 10/29 – Assist EMS-Joslin Lake Rd., Assist EMS-Kane Rd.
Wednesday, 10/30 – Motorist Assist-Gregory Rd., Overdose/Ingestion-Undisclosed Location, 
Assist EMS-M-36
Saturday, 11/2 – Assist EMS-Main St.
Sunday, 11/3 – Welfare Check-Pleasant Dr.
Tuesday, 11/5 – Assist EMS-Livermore Rd.
Wednesday, 11/6 – Assist EMS-M-106, Assist EMS-Van Syckle

Chief David S. Russell, Unadilla Township Police Department
126 Webb St. Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes 29 Oct. 
2019 7 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Walz, Kitley, Morency. Absent: 

McAlister. 7 residents present along with Charlie 
Barnum, Building Inspector. 

Public Comment: Charity Steere asked whether it 
was possible to add extra money into building permits 
to cover times when we have to do a demolition. It 
was explained that we cannot make extra money from 
building permits and that demolitions were charged 
back to property owners. She also asked if we could 
do an additional question on building permits asking 
how the owners would dispose of leftover building 
materials. Peggy Beals said how much she appreciated 
the trash collection day in Stockbridge that allowed her 
to get rid of items. It was really great to be included in 
that collection. Many were able to unload unwanted 
items, including tires and paint. Kim Beck and Claire 
Foley provided help at the collection area, representing 
our Township, along with the clerk.

Consent Agenda: Walz motioned with support from 
Kitley to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Aye/all; no/none. Absent: McAlister. Motion carried. 

Correspondence: None
Old Business: • Walz gave a report on the last 

Parks and Recreation Committee meeting. Free book 
library stations are in place, as well as a new bench, 
trash receptable and a dog clean-up station with bags 
furnished. She also mentioned having a ribbon cutting 
for the new footpath and another plant exchange on 
May 26th before the board meeting. Having our own 
trash collection event here at our Township like the 
one held in Stockbridge will be looked into. Prices are 
needed for trash receptacles and a bin to collect tires 
in. Hopefully there will be information on this in the 
newsletter that will go out with tax bills on December 
1st. 

New Business: • Morency stated that the Planning 
Commission continues to review of the Zoning 
Ordinances. There is a public hearing scheduled for 
7:00 on November 19th to receive public comment 
on a Zoning Permit Application for a special land 
use for a group home daycare facility located at 
7508 Andrys Drive, Grass Lake, MI 49240. They are 
still accepting suggestions to be considered for the 
Zoning Ordinances. • Lance motioned with support 
from Kitley to approve land combination application 
submitted by Michael and Robin Dahl of two parcels: 

000-05-36-126-002-05 with 31.01 acres and 000-05-
36-126-002-03 with 3 acres resulting in a single new 
parcel, 000-05-36-126-002-06 with a total of 34.01 
acres and frontage on Jefferson Street which intersects 
with Clear Lake Road. Aye/all; no/none. Absent: 
McAlister. Motion carried. • Walz motioned with 
support from Lance to accept the snow plowing bid 
from Green Shades Mowing in the amounts of $100 for 
daytime plowing/salting per push at 1.5 – 3 inch depth; 
overnight snows over 3 inches and up to 5 inches will 
be plowed and salted once at $160; snow accumulations 
over 5 inches will require multiple plows a the $100.00 
per plow; salt only parking lot/driveway & clearing 
sidewalks for 1 inch or less will be $45 per visit. Roll 
call vote: Yes/Lance, Morency, Walz, Kitley; no/none. 
Absent: McAlister. Motion carried. • Walz motioned 
with support from Morency to accept the bid from 
Peterson Electric for $2,840 unless permits cost less 
than quoted to put additional wiring in the food serving 
area in the town hall. Roll call vote: Yes/Morency, Walz, 
Kitley, Lance; no/none. Absent: McAlister. Motion 
carried. • Discussion of the newsletter that will be 
included in the December property tax bills.

Other Business That Comes Before The Board: Lance 
appointed the following to new terms on the Planning 
Commission: Ted Beals, Chairperson, 3 years expiring 
in October 2022; Wesley Schulz, 1 year expiring 
in October 2020; Gary Siegrist, 2 years expiring in 
October 2021; Mark Zweifler, 2 years expiring in 
October 2021; Bill Steere, 3 years expiring in October 
2022, Ralph Schumacher, 3 years expiring in October 
2022. Ted Beals reappointed to Land Division for 2 
years, expiring in October 2021.

Public Comment: Beals stated that we need to not call 
the area in the Township hall, getting updated wiring, a 
kitchenette. That specifies that food can be cooked there 
and would be questioned by the Health Department. 
Food is only plugged in there to keep it warm. It should 
be called a serving area or staging area.

Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from Kitley 
to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
on Tuesday, November 19, 2019 at 7:00. The next 
regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, November 
26, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in 
the Stockbridge Community News at the end of each 
month, on our website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and 
on our Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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Celebrate the season
by Tina Cole-Mullins
The holidays are upon us, with holiday cheer for many and holiday 

challenges for others. In addition to year-round programs offered by 
organizations listed in the Stockbridge Community News Resource 
guide, (on our website at https://stockbridgecommunitynews.com/
community-resource-guide-expansion/) Stockbridge and the surrounding 
communities offer several low cost or free offerings to help celebrate 
the season or ease those worrisome challenges. To help everyone make 
it through the holiday season in relatively good cheer, here is a partial 

listing of programs in our area.
Help with Holiday Cheer 
• Nov. 15 and Dec.20: Family Game Night at the Stockbridge Library, 5 – 6:45pm, Free
• Nov. 16 and 17: SAAC’s “Home for the Holidays” Festival Chorus, Stockbridge Township Hall, 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m., Sunday, 3pm, Free
• Nov. 22, 5:30 to 7 p.m., “Fourth Friday” Dinner at the Presbyterian Education Center, 101 South Center, 

Stockbridge, Free, www.stockbridgechurch.com
• Nov. 26: Randy Napoleon Quartet and the HS Jazz Band, Stockbridge Township Hall, 7pm, Free
• Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner at Heritage School, 222 Western Street, Stockbridge. 11:30 a.m. to  

2 p.m. Take out and deliveries available. For more info, email stockbridgethanksgiving@gmail.com.
• Nov. 30: Greens Day at the Waterloo Farm Museum, Come help decorate wreaths for the Farm Store, 

9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Info: Arlene, 517-392-3195
• Nov. 30: Small Business Saturday Open Air Market at the Presbyterian Church, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Lunch 

available from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., plus live music from Noon to 2 p.m. by local jazz guitarist Gary Allen.
• Nov. 30: Festival of Lights, including Elf Stops, Ice Carving, contests and a light parade. Festivities start 

around the Stockbridge Township Hall at 3 p.m.
• Dec. 3, Reindeer Visit the Library, at the Stockbridge Library, 3 to 4:30 p.m., Free
• Christmas on the Farm – Dec. 7 and 8, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., $5/adults, $2/kids, at Waterloo Farm Museum
• Saturday, December 7th Mackinder Glenn American Legion will host the Annual Beverly Penix Toy 

Drive. Bring an UNWRAPPED toy or pay $5 cover charge, tacos, nachos or taco salad will be provided by the 
Ladies Auxiliary from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at $5.00 Meal and The Son’s of the Legion will be serving drinks, with 
entertainment by DJ Phatboy.

• Dec. 8, Holiday Open House at the Stockbridge Library, 1 to 4 p.m., Live Music, Free
• Dec. 9, Reindeer Rendezvous at the Henrietta Library, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 11744 Bunkerhill Rd, near the 

Henrietta Township offices.
• Dec. 10, 5 to 6 p.m., Create Your Own String Art at the Stockbridge Library, Free
• Dec. 13, Drop-in Minecraft Game Night at the Stockbridge Library, 7 to 8 p.m., Free 
Help with Holiday Challenges
• To help those who need winter outer wear, Susan Pidd Realty is currently collecting coats at 220 W. Main 

St. Stockbridge, with all donations going to Stockbridge Community Outreach. Outreach is also accepting 
coats and outerwear donations directly at their offices in the Stockbridge Activity Center (old middle school, 
off the back parking lot) and their “store” will remain open to anyone who needs clothing and small household 
items.

• Stockbridge Community Outreach is accepting applications for special food baskets for Christmas and 
will help with emergency food needs.

• Stockbridge Church of Christ Food/Clothing Pantry is open every third Saturday each month from 10 
a.m. to noon, at 4783 South M-52, Stockbridge, MI

• Stockbridge Community Outreach, Wake Up Stockbridge, Munith/Stockbridge Pay it Forward, the 
Munith Lions Club, and the Stockbridge American Legion & Legion Riders, provide assistance with 
Christmas meals and gifts for dozens of families. All groups are currently accepting donations of unwrapped 
gifts.

• Dec. 8, from 6 to 7 p.m., “Blue Christmas” church service for those grieving during the holidays. At 
Crossroads Community Church, for more info, c3stockbridge.org

• Kathy Walz, Behavioral Navigator from St. Joseph Mercy-Chelsea, is available to help guide community 
members through difficult times. Her number is 734-680-5312 and her email is 734-680-5312

The Munith Lions Club 
would like to thank everyone 
that came out for our Lions 
Halloween Parade.

Sons of the American Legion 
members host dinner to 
honor veterans

On Saturday, Nov. 9, Sons of the American Legion members hosted a steak 
or fish dinner to honor our veterans. They served approximately 130 people. 
Veterans and their spouses dined for free. L to R: Sons of the American 
Legion members Albert Decroix; Pat Devine; Martin Bliss, Commander; 
and Lee Asquith take a break from their kitchen duties. Photo by Jean Bliss
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American Legion Auxiliary 
sponsors events each week

The American Legion Auxilary hosts these events at the Mackinder Glenn 
American Legion Post 510:

Wednesday Night BINGO! at 5:30 PM-10 PM; doors open at 4 PM
 Weekly Thursday Night Dinners (cash only - takeout available)
1st Thursday - Taco’s
2nd Thursday - Slider’s
3rd Thursday - Wing’s
4th Thursday - Coney Dogs & more
3rd Sunday of the month (seasonal-fall/winter) Euchre starts at 1:15 PM; $5 

entry fee per person
 Follow us on FB for Fish Fry dates/times.
 December 7th - Annual Beverly Penix Toy Drive; bring an UNWRAPPED 

toy or pay $5 cover charge; DJ Phatboy will be spinning the hits.

And that technology is changing rapidly. Almost every vehicle 
manufacturer issues a position statement that calls for a computer pre-
scan as well as a post-scan to make sure that all of the interconnected 
systems (including the ones that do not show up as dashboard indicator 
warning lights) are working and calibrated to the manufacturer’s original 
specifications. If these scans are not performed, there is no way to assess 
whether the repair is complete or that the vehicle is safe to operate.

The problem arises when the insurance company denies payment for 
such scans, citing “industry standards,” claiming that “most body shops 
do not perform these scans.” Should the notion that many – maybe 
even a majority of body shops cannot afford the proper equipment or a 
qualified technician to perform these scans be what defines the standard?

Who do you turn to when you want your vehicle to be repaired 
properly? Which standard should you insist upon?

Body shop owners with integrity know only one way to repair 
vehicles. The right way. That way – the “industry standard” – is 
established and accepted as being the way the vehicle was originally 
manufactured. Anything less than that compromises every affected 
system, which opens up risk and liability that may lead to injury or 
death.

Body shops that are owned and/or influenced by contractual 
agreements with insurance companies to cut costs at every opportunity 
may be in the majority of options available to consumers. But the 
keyword is OPTIONS. You have an option – a choice of which standard 
you want to follow.

Your vehicle’s manufacturer has a standard for the proper repair 
of your vehicle. It requires pre-scans and post-scans to definitively 
determine the correct and safest repair. Your insurance company wants 
to spend as little money as possible, and does not concern itself with the 
manufacturer’s standards — and therefore almost always tries to deny 
these scans.

Which standard do you want to follow?
At My Body Shop, we will ONLY follow the standards set by the 

vehicle manufacturers. We have the right tools, and we have trained 
technicians who are constantly re-educated to make sure that every 
repair is done thoroughly and correctly. We take very seriously that you 
and your loved ones will drive away in the car that we repair... and your 
lives matter to us.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton 
St., Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their 
children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body 
business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after 
high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars for more 
than 75 years.

Expert page 10Sky Theater variety show full of laughs 
and music

The cast of Sky Theater performs during the Variety Show on Nov. 9. Photo credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Did you get a chance to stop by the Stockbridge Township Hall for the last showing of 

the Sky Theater Variety Show for lots of laughs and some good musical numbers by local 
Stockbridge kids?

The show was set up a lot like the old Muppet Show with some comedy skits, lots of 
jokes, and some talented musical numbers.

It was a fast-paced show that left you smiling and humming along to the musical 
numbers that took you from Tom Jones to today’s music.

Jeff Boyer was the producer and director of the show and brought the Sky Theater group 
back to Stockbridge after a few year layoff.

The group held auditions for its next show in mid-November where they held tryouts for 
Schoolhouse Rock Jr.
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Think you know the area? Here’s a 
chance to prove it. Each month, SCN 
photographer Rose Collison is selecting a 
mystery location within the Stockbridge 
School District. Names of readers who 
correctly identify the subject of the photo 
will be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

December’s winner will receive a $20 
Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa 
gift card. Thank you to Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to last month’s 
winner, Michelle Price, for correctly 

December’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

identifying the photo of the Bell by the 
Presbyterian Church in town. 

To participate, enter your best 
guess as to the subject of the photo 
along with your name, address 
and phone number. Email Rose at 

Recognize the subject of this picture and its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo credit Rose Collison

stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or post marked no later than Dec. 8.

We have so many good memories and sure we also recollect some trying times 
and unusual stories, like customers who would sometimes forget and leave their 
pocketbooks on top of the car or on the back bumper and then drive off. Dad or 
Mom would call to let them know all their cash and personal items were safe.

 Likewise, customers would occasionally leave a carton of eggs on the roof 
while unlocking the car door only to forget and drive off as eggs flew all over. Dad 
or Mom would just tell the customer to go and grab another dozen. 

Many young people came through Ransom’s door and ended up working there. 
Then there was the older crew: God bless Dick Ashmore, Bill Stanfield, Fred 
Nelson, and many more of the retired guys who would bag groceries and work in 
other areas of the store. It brings a smile to recall the day a truck driver got stuck 
behind the store. The driver said, “I have covered many miles of ground and this 
has never happened before,” to which good old Fred Nelson said, “I guess you 
should not have covered this piece of ground!” 

I’ve worked at the store since I was 10 or 12 twelve, and I was still there until 
closing day Nov. 9, 2019. After all, if you are going to work, you may as well start 
out the correct way. My dad always followed the laws and is still a straight shooter, 
and all who ever had a conversation with him or worked at Ransom’s knew that. 
Through the years, many people would come in short on money and Dad or Mom 
would say, “Get what you need to feed your family and pay us back when you 
can.” If banks were closed when people got off work, Dad and Mom would always 
cash paychecks. I think they cashed more paychecks than the bank did! 

If you are fortunate enough to enjoy the upcoming holidays with family, 
consider that Mom and Dad only closed four days a year! Many holidays, Dad 
would have to leave to make sure all the cases at the store were functioning. I think 
every grandchild was raised at the store, either sitting at their mom’s feet as she 
was cashing out customers or sleeping in a grocery cart. 

Stay tuned for more Ransom memories in the January edition of Stockbridge 
Community News.

Ransom page 1
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StockBIZ: Business News in and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
Thinking back on a childhood that instilled a love of Christmas carols, this columnist realizes it all began around the family Christmas tree. While 

interviewing local tree farmers for this column, memories came flooding back—of decorating the perfect pine each Christmas Eve and gathering with six 
siblings around its base to sing Christmas carols in anticipation of the birth of the Christ Child and, if being totally honest, the arrival of Santa Claus! 

Stockbridge is fortunate to have two nearby Christmas tree growers who genuinely love to help make 
Christmas special for their customers—the Howlett Tree Farm, just north of town, and Pleasant Lake Pines, 
to the southwest.

’Twas the month before Christmas: A tale of two 
Christmas tree farms

Mary Jo David

Howlett Tree Farm regularly donates the 
Christmas tree brightening the Stockbridge 
Township Square gazebo. This year Rick 
Howlett (pictured) selected a 9.5-foot concolor 
fir. The smaller evergreen tree adorning 
the Garden Club cart at the village’s main  
intersection is also a Howlett Tree Farm gift. 
Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Howlett Tree Farm
Over the years, you’re probably quite familiar with Howlett Tree Farm, which regularly donates the large Christmas tree featured in the 

Stockbridge Township Square gazebo. Rick Howlett is proud of the long history of the tree farm that he and wife Molly purchased in 1977. 
“I’ve always enjoyed the outdoors—especially here,” explained Rick, recalling the fond memories he has of choosing Christmas trees 

at this same property when he was a youngster and Emil and Victoria Wolf owned the property.
“We’d walk and walk with my dad, looking for the perfect tree, maybe leaving a mitten or a hat to mark the ones we liked as we looked 

through the rest of the trees to make sure we didn’t leave until we found the perfect one,” Howlett recalls.
Howlett sells already cut trees of varying heights and types, including spruces of the white, blue, Norway, Serbian, and Myers species 

and firs like Fraser, Douglas, Canaan, Korean, and concolor. Prices vary depending on the type and size. The trees are cut daily and can be 
drilled for stands, then shaken and baled for easy transport.

The tree farm also offers fresh wreaths, grave blankets, tree stands, watering spouts, and tree removal bags. Howlett gets quite animated 
when describing the tree stands he sells that are designed to match up with a hole drilled in the tree’s trunk to keep the tree fresh, perfectly 
straight in the stand, and easy to turn to show off its best side. 

“We’ve received credit for saving a few marriages with these stands,” says Howlett with a smile. 
Howlett Tree Farm is open on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, beginning the day after Thanksgiving until a few days before 

The Layman Family is at home at Pleasant Lake Pines 
(6562 Territorial Rd, Pleasant Lake, MI). Photo Credit 
Brittany Bradley

Christmas. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Address: 3720 N. M-52, Stockbridge, MI 49285. Ph: 517-290-7975. Accepts cash or 
checks. Visit Howlett Tree Farm on Facebook. 

Pleasant Lake Pines
Ken Layman is the friendly proprietor of Pleasant Lake Pines. He and his family began planting seedlings back in 1998. By 

2009 they were selling their first trees—all nine of them! Since then, Layman’s tree business has grown to about 15 acres of blue, 
white, and Norway spruces as well as Douglas, Fraser, and Canaan firs. The farm offers U-Cut and We-Cut options, and every 
tree is priced at $35 plus $5 for baling.

His daughter Kelsey—the youngest of the three Layman siblings—was 5 when they planted those first trees. This past 
summer, the Laymans hosted Kelsey’s wedding on the property, with close to 300 guests in attendance. Layman admits the 
wedding was pretty special, and creating special memories and family traditions is one of the things he likes best about selling 
Christmas trees.

“We have some customers who make their tree selection into an event every year, bringing their hot chocolate, doing a bit of 
tailgating, and creating their own lasting memories,” says Layman. 

See Pines on page 17.

Although it was reported the first phase of the project would be a push button light at the busy crosswalk located at Elizabeth Street between Mugg & Bopps and Hungry Howie’s, that 
project has yet to start. However, phases two and three, focusing along M-52/South Clinton Street from the main four corners’ intersection in downtown Stockbridge to Green Road, is in 
progress, with much of the work downtown completed. The idea is to bring these village sidewalks into compliance with the ADA. The current MDOT plan is to complete all phases by 
the end of August 2020.

In addition to the MDOT work, the village has been striving to improve other area walkways and roads using funds garnered through Michigan Act 51*. One major area addressed 
with those funds was repairing a whole section of missing concrete on South Clinton Street just south of Center Street. “Finally, we were able to get Brian Mason and he finished the work 
today on the missing slab of sidewalk,” explained a relieved Molly Howlett, Stockbridge village president, on Oct. 21.

Howlett is looking forward to 2020 and the start of work on the Elizabeth Street culvert bridge improvements, where “a safe, new, [and] far more attractive bridge designed by David 
Arthur Consultants” will be installed, as detailed by Howlett in the previous report.

If you would like to read about the MDOT Three Phase Project or other village concerns addressed in Sidewalk Showdown: Handicap Accessibility and Issues with the Village 
Sidewalks, it can be found online in the September issue of the Stockbridge Community News or at Tina Cole-Mullins on Facebook.

*Michigan Act 51 offers grants to municipalities for “Non-Motorized Expenditures” such as shared-use pathways and structures to support the path, ramps and curb cuts providing 
roadway access, signs and pavement markings, and signals that support non-motorized travel. (Excluded in this allotment of funds are routine and seasonal maintenance costs.)

Sidewalk page 1
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Without these volunteers, the book fair would not happen. 
When the PTO wanted to present staff with an appreciation lunch, 

members of the community jumped in to assist, donating food items, 
helping with setup, and leading the way with cleanup. Shortly after 
the staff appreciation lunch, Jill Ogden, Panther Cubs PTO president, 
realized that many of the support staff and bus drivers did not get to 
partake due to their work schedules. She worked quickly to solve the 
problem. Working with Tracie Lentz, Sunshine Karowich, and Jessica 
Lane, a breakfast was soon presented for them. 

Did you love hearing about some of our wonderful volunteers? Did 
reading a little about what these amazing people do make you want 
to join in and help at the schools? Do you have a special talent? No 
talent, but five extra minutes every few weeks? Or a few extra hours a 
day? Whatever your circumstances, volunteers are always needed and 
appreciated! Reach out to Jeanette Wetzel at JWPanthercubs@gmail.
com, she will let you know of current and future volunteer needs.

Volunteers page 5

Celebrate the holidays with 
Panther Cubs and start the 
new year by volunteering

Dec. 3 – PTO working meeting for Winter Carnival. Join us as we 
plan and make games, count and make prizes, move things from school 
to school, get silent and bag auctions ready and so much more. It will be 
a great night, with lots of fun. We will start at Heritage and move things 
over to the Smith Cafeteria. Meeting starts at 4 p.m.. Kids welcome. 
Child care provided.

Dec. 11 – Winter Carnival! Come one, Come all to the 2019 Winter 
Carnival. There will be games, an elf work shop, magic show, balloon 
animals, cake walk, silent auctions, bag auctions, cookie decorating, 
reindeer food and so much more. Don’t miss out, Santa will be there!

Want more information? Interested in being a part? Check us out on 
facebook https://www.facebook.com/panthercubspto/ Want to receive 
our monthly newsletter? Email Reaghan@gmail.com to get added to the 
list.

Stockbridge Festival Chorus performs 
Home for the Holidays concert

The Stockbridge Festival Chorus performed its Home for the Holidays concert Nov. 16 and 17. Photo courtesy of 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge Area Art Council’s Festival Chorus performed in front of a pair of packed 

houses at the Stockbridge Township Hall Saturday, Nov. 16 and Sunday, Nov. 17.
Musical Director Dick Borden put together an amazing show for the audience to see.
The Chorus put on a show with a mix of Christmas favorites along with some other traditional 

and hymnal songs.
The audience also got to enjoy some music by piano soloist Haley Gibson. She is a Stockbridge 

High School student who was the 2019 Stockbridge Area Arts Council Scholarship award winner.
Also performing at the show was The Raw Brass quintet of Colleen Land, Jean Murdock, Willard 

Verdun, Dick Borden, and Frank Jackson. They performed a pair of songs including the spiritual 
song “Go Tell it on the Mountain.”

Members of the Festival Chorus include Kathryn Brumm, Amanda Cook, Kate Dancer, Linda 
Davis, Joanne Knowlton, Deborah J. Smith, Cathie Snider, Terry Sommer, Mary L. Stone, Kimberly 
Williamson, James Clark-Swalla, Randy Heatley, Mary Myer, Kelly Schmidt, Nancy Taylor, Erika 
Alley, DeAnn Carlesbois, Linda Dancer, Deb Dugan, Patricia Horn, Judy Lentz, Lynda Minger, 
Jennifer Pulk, Sandra Wright-Auge, Dave Avery, Robert Brumm, Dan Frushour, Ken Sanders, and 
Mark Taylor.

The Arts Council held another show Tuesday, Nov. 26 where they welcome The Randy Napoleon 
Quartet, with an opening act by the Stockbridge High School Jazz Band. The concert was partially 
funded by the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation.

Additional photos and videos of the performances are available on the Stockbridge Community 
News website.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea receives $25,000 
check to fight cancer

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea has received a $25,000 check from Gary and Karin 
Klapperich, organizers of the 11th Annual “It’s A Great Day to Be Alive” fundraiser. As in 
years past, funds raised from the event have been earmarked for cancer services offered at 
the hospital.

“Once again we express our appreciation to Gary, his family and others from our 
community that came together to support the fight against cancer,” said Nancy Graebner, 
president and CEO of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. “For those currently fighting cancer, know 
that you are not alone. You have a committed medical team here at St. Joe’s.”

Since its inception more than a decade ago, the annual event has raised $255,000 to 
benefit the Cancer Center at St. Joe’s Chelsea. The 16,500-square-foot cancer center enables 
local residents to receive a wide range of cancer treatments, from surgery to chemotherapy 
and radiation, all under one roof close to home. 

See Fight Cancer on page 18.

Pines page 16

Layman recalls back when he and his five siblings would go together 
to pick out a Christmas tree every year, but he doesn’t remember ever 
getting a say in the tree they picked. “It seems like it was always my 
four sisters who got to decide,” Layman recalls with a laugh. 

His fondest Christmas tree memories came later when he had a 
young family of his own. “We lived in Pinckney and took the kids to 
Skyhorse Station outside of Gregory to pick out our tree each year. The 
hot chocolate…the wagon rides…those people really knew how to make 
it fun!” And although his is a smaller operation, Layman and his family 
love being a part of what makes Christmas special for their customers. 

Pleasant Lake Pines sells trees, wreaths, and swags, and this year 
their own honey. The tree lot is open seven days a week, beginning 
Nov. 29 through Dec. 24. Hours: 8 a.m. to sundown. Address: 6562 
Territorial Road, Pleasant Lake, MI. Ph: 517-769-2900. Visit www.
pleasantlakepines.com or check out Pleasant Lake Pines on Facebook.

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to 
Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in 
the country, including the Stockbridge Community News.
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From the superintendent’s desk

Dear Parents and Community,
We continue to have a great need to teach students 

career readiness skills. Some employers cannot fill 
positions quickly enough, and it is more difficult to find 
qualified graduates. In Michigan, a talent shortage is 
developing across businesses and industries. According 

to the Marshall Plan for Talent research, it has been reported that there will be an 
estimated 800,000 high-demand career openings through the year 2024 in a variety 
of areas such as Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), 
healthcare, trade, and business careers.

Teachers must prepare students to be ready, not only for college but also for 
the aspect of careers. As reported by the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers, career eadiness is the demonstration of competencies that will lead to 
a successful transition into the workplace. Along with specific competencies or 
credentials, “soft skills” are also in high demand. Soft skills can include student 
development of skills in creativity, solving problems, relationship building, 
leadership, presentation, and strong organizational skills. It is essential to have 
school opportunities and instructional approaches that assist in the development 
of these skills that are deemed necessary by employers of those entering the 
workforce.

We are very proud of our efforts to teach career readiness and soft skills at 
Stockbridge Community Schools. We have numerous opportunities for students to 
develop career readiness skills in both core areas and electives. Through relevant, 
authentic learning, our students can build relationships within our region and 
community to assist in developing these skills.

Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools 

since 1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

Stockbridge Area Community 
Resource Guide expansion

For the past several months we have been sharing new information about some of the 
organizations listed in the Community Resource Guide published with the print edition 
of the January Stockbridge Community News. The new Guide will also be available on 
the website at that time. If your organization should be included, but has not been please 
let us know at StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com/ Those already listed are being 
contacted to update or correct their information. If you have not yet been contacted or 
you have not yet responded please do so at once to the same address. The purpose of 
this Guide is to let residents within the Stockbridge Community School District know 
about groups that might like to help or perhaps need help. This will be the third annual 
Community Resource Guide.

Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums, located at13493 Waterloo-
Munith Road Grass Lake, MI 49240) is maintained and staffed by volunteer workers 
and members of the Waterloo Area Historical Society (WAHS). We have operated 
as a community service since 1962, giving tours, living history interpretations, 
demonstrations, educational meetings, and craft classes. To volunteer, see our website 
or Facebook page. Contact WAHS at P.O. Box 37, Stockbridge, MI 49285, email: 
waterloofarmmuseum.org, or call the Farm Museum at 517-596-2254 to leave a 
message. See our Facebook page. Open for weekend tours starting the first weekend after 
Memorial Day, and ending the weekend before Labor Day.

We offer the following four special events: Blacksmith, Soldiers, and Log Cabin 
Weekend on the fourth full weekend in JUNE; Antique Tractor, Truck and Farm 
Equipment Show the 2nd full weekend in AUGUST; Pioneer Day the 2nd Sunday in 
OCTOBER; and Christmas on the Farm the 1st full weekend in DECEMBER.

Panther Cubs PTO, a 501(C)(3) nonprofit comprised of parent volunteers, teachers 
and administrators. The mission of the PTO is to support the needs of the staff and 
students of Stockbridge schools. Funds raised by the group pay for teacher supplies, field 
trip transportation, movie licensing, special assemblies, playground equipment and more. 
The PTO also organizes events such as family fun nights, dances for students and teacher 
appreciation lunches. Meetings are held at Heritage Elementary the first Tuesday of the 
month at 4 p.m. Additionally a parent volunteer meeting will be held the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at Heritage at 6 p.m. with the first meeting January 22nd. 

Want more information? Interested in being a part? Check us out on facebook https://
facebook.com/panthercubspto/ Want to receive our monthly newsletter? Email reagan@
gmail.com to get added to the list.

Letter to the Editor
In memory of Warren K. Scheppe: A 
donation thank you
Dear Editor:

This check is for donations given in memory of Warren K. 
Scheppe.

He loved this paper, and I couldn’t think of a better place to 
send it.

Thank you much,
Anita Scheppe

As a member of Saint Joseph Mercy Health System, St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea’s Cancer Center also provides access to regional resources 
including clinical research trials, genetic counseling, and CyberKnife® 
radiotherapy.

More than 12 years ago, Gary Klapperich, diagnosed with colon 
cancer, had successful cancer surgery at St. Joe’s Chelsea followed by 
chemotherapy at St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor. 

 It was during the long hours of infusion that Gary kept his spirits up 
with the Travis Tritt tune “It’s a Great Day to Be Alive” and the name of 
the fundraiser was born.

When he learned that St. Joe’s Chelsea was raising funds to build 
an infusion center and then a full cancer center close to home, Gary 
Klapperich, along with his wife, Karin, made the decision to hold a 
fundraiser each year to benefit the new cancer center.

Working with members of the Ann Arbor Fraternal Order of Eagles 
#2154, this event has become one of the largest three-day rummage sales 
in the area. Along with the rummage sale, the event includes silent and 
live auctions, raffles, bake sales, T-shirt and bracelet sales, 50/50 raffles, 
hair cutting for charity, and a myriad of other activities throughout the 
year, culminating in the event, held this year from Aug. 16 and 17.

Fight Cancer page 17

Career Readiness 
and Soft Skills
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St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea receives “A” 
grade for patient safety

Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grades, which assigns A, B, C, D and F letter grades 
to hospitals nationally for patient safety, announced that St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea 
recently received an “A” ranking on its Fall 2019 scorecard. St. Joe’s was awarded 
an “A” for its commitment to keeping patients safe and meeting the highest safety 
standards in the United States.

“‘A’ hospitals show us their leadership is protecting patients from preventable 
medical harm and error,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of The Leapfrog 
Group. “It takes genuine commitment at every level – from clinicians to 
administrators to the board of directors – and we congratulate the teams who have 
worked so hard to earn this A.”

Developed under the guidance of a national Expert Panel, the Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade uses 28 measures of publicly available hospital safety data to assign 
grades to more than 2,600 U.S. acute-care hospitals twice per year. The Hospital 
Safety Grade’s methodology is peer-reviewed and fully transparent, and the results 
are free to the public.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea’s sister hospitals, St. Joseph Mercy Oakland, St. 
Joseph Mercy Livingston, Mercy Health Saint Mary’s and Mercy Health Muskegon 
campuses also received “A” rankings on their Fall 2019 scorecards.

To see St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea’s full grade details, learn how employers 
can help, and access patient tips for staying safe in the hospital, please visit 
hospitalsafetygrade.org
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Rylee Tolson wins D3 girls’ cross country State championship

Rylee Tolson on the medal stand before being 
awarded as State Champion. Photo courtesy of 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge sophomore Rylee Tolson set school history by becoming the first girl to win the State Championship by 

winning the Division 3 race at Michigan International Speedway in Brooklyn Saturday, Nov. 2.
And if you know Rylee, it is not surprising that she wanted to talk about her teammates and getting the team to the finals 

next year over her accomplishment Saturday.
“My teammates are probably waiting right over there to jump all over me,” Tolson said. “They are more than teammates, 

more than best friends, they are the world to me and I don’t know where I would be without them.”
Tolson was the top Panther all season, but she was always there at the finish line for her teammates cheering them on.
“That is typical Rylee,” Coach Jeff Trapp said. “She is always thinking of the team. She is always asking how to get more 

people involved. Her work ethic is amazing, but she is always doing all the little things for the team.”
The D3 girls race was projected to be one of the closest races of the day, and it turned out to be just that until Tolson kicked 

it into gear.
Tolson entered the race with the second fastest D3 time of the season, behind Allison Chmielewski, of Roscommon. Maddy 

Bean, of Richmond and a pair of Hart runners Savannah Ackley and Audrianna Enns were all grouped together as having a 
shot at the state title.

The five runners were grouped together at the one mile marker, but one of the Hart runners tried to pull away.
“We ran together as a group and pushed each other for the first two miles,” Tolson said. “The one Hart runner tried to jump 

ahead, but we caught right back up with her.”
The group was still together at the two mile mark and 

it was still anyone’s race.
Dalton Satkowiak competes at 
D3 State Finals

Dalton Satkowiak ran in the Division 
3 State Cross Country Finals. 
 Photo courtesy of Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
A first time competing in the 

MHSAA State Cross Country 
Finals is quite an experience for 
runners, especially when you are 
the lone representative for the 
team at the event.

Stockbridge’s Dalton 
Satkowiak ran at the D3 Finals at 
Michigan International Speedway 
in Brooklyn Saturday, Nov. 2. 
Satkowiak is just a sophomore and 
his first experience at the Finals is 
one he will remember. 

“It was crazy, just so many 
people. Not many opportunities, 
just do your best,” Satkowiak said.

Satkowiak finished 128th out 
of 250 runners in the Division 3 
race at MIS. He finished with a 
time of 18:06.9.

Dalton showed that it is not all about where you finish when it comes 
to goals.

“My goal for today was to earn Academic All-State Honors,” 
Satkowiak said. “I was hoping for under 18 minutes for my time, but the 
course was pretty soft in spots.”

The course was a sloppy mess when the runners returned to the 
infield portion of the race inside the racetrack at MIS. The final half mile 
was soft and slippery, especially the final tenth of a mile straightaway.

Satkowiak will play baseball in the spring for the Panthers, but is 
already thinking about next year.

“I am just going to continue to work hard and try my best,” 
Satkowiak said. “Hopefully we can get the team here next year.”

“Rylee had a strategy for the race and it was great seeing her run it to perfection,” Trapp said. 
“She wanted to run with the leaders and when they reentered the track on the downhill part of the 
track, she would kick it in to gear.”

Tolson did just that.
Once down the hill and on the infield of MIS, she built a little bit of a lead on the pack. She got 

stronger as she hit the final turn and pulled away on the final straightaway to beat out second place 
Bean by 7.6 seconds.

Tolson finished with a time of 18:31.4, with Bean in 18:39, and Chmielewski third in 18:40.9.
“I broke away from the group at about the 2.5 mile mark,” Tolson said. “I kind a pulled away a 

bit, I knew second place was still right there with me, but I was excited because I knew I still had a 
lot to push.”

The final straightaway was a muddy mess and a tough finish for all the runners.
“I was trying to just not get stuck in the mud and fall down and lose the race,” Rylee said.
Winning the title as a sophomore, Tolson will now be the one that everyone will be shooting 

for over the next two years. “She (Tolson) is not one to settle and she wants the team here so she is 
already thinking about next year,” Trapp said.

Rylee also admitted to thinking about next year. “I have already been talking to girls about a 
running outside of practices and building strength for next season,” she said.

Tolson becomes the fourth Stockbridge runner to win the individual state title and the first girl.
Richard Bradshaw (1981), Tim Boring (1996), and Brandon Grybas (2001) won for the boys’ 

team.
“It is really exciting, I feel like I am paving the path for younger girls to run cross country for 

Stockbridge,” Tolson said.
Tolson made Stockbridge history Saturday. With her just being a sophomore, she still has plenty 

of time to make a lot more history as a Panther.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Emily Breslin signs to play 
softball at Jackson College

Emily Breslin signs to play softball with Jackson College. She is pictured with 
parents Richard and Lisa Breslin, sister Hannah Breslin, and Jackson coaches Jamie 
Vandenburgh and Tammy Bates. Photo by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge senior Emily Breslin signed a National Letter of Intent 

to play softball at Jackson College last week.
Breslin is a four-year starter for the Panthers and holds numerous 

records for Stockbridge. 
On the mound she is the Panthers’ all-time record holder for wins 

in a season and career, all time leader in strikeouts and several other 
statistics. She is also the school record holder for career RBI’s and is 
chasing the record for career home runs.

“Emily has already left her mark in the record books at SHS, and she 
still has one more year to add to those accomplishments,” coach Darren 
Hejnal said. “She has put in a tremendous amount of time and energy to 
get to this level and we are extremely proud of her.”

Volleyball falls in district semis

Grace Hall with a kill against Laingsburg. Photo by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge volleyball team saw 

its season come to an end in the Division 3 
semifinals as they fell to Dansville 16-25; 20-
25; 17-25.

The Panthers struggled most of the night as 
Dansville controlled the match from the start.

Grace Hall led the team with eight kills, 
five digs, and five service points. Kaylie 
Shepard dished out nine assists, while 
Madison Mazuca added seven. Breanna Salyer 
had four digs, while Sylvia Whitt added five 
service points and four kills.

Stockbridge reached the semifinals by 
defeating Laingsburg in five sets 26-24, 25-11, 

21-25, 22-25, 15-10.
The Panthers jumped out to a quick 8-3 in the opening set, 

but Laingsburg went on a 9-4 run to tie the set at 12. Stockbridge 
jumped back on top 20-15 only to have the Wolfpack cut the lead 
to 20-19.

Another Stockbridge run put the Panthers up 24-20, but 
Laingsburg again rallied to tie the game at 24.

The Panthers closed out the set with two straight points, 
with the final point coming on a line drive serve by Salyer that 
Laingsburg was unable to get back over the net in three tries.

Laingsburg took an early 8-5 lead in the second set, but the 
Panthers rallied back with four straight service points by Whitt 
for a 10-8 lead.

The score stood at 14-11 Panthers when Mazuca stepped on 
the service line. Laingsburg would not get the serve back the rest 
of the set as Mazuca recorded 11 straight service points, including 

Madison Mazuca with a big serve 
against Laingsburg. Photo by
 Keith Michaels

four aces as the Panthers rolled to a 25-11 second set win.
The Panthers had the momentum and looked to sweep the match after jumping out to a 7-1 lead 

in the third set, but Laingsburg did not quit.
Stockbridge led 18-15, but the Wolfpack rallied back to tie it at 21 forcing a Panther timeout. 

Laingsburg kept the momentum and scored the last four points of the set to win 25-21.
The fourth set saw the teams going back and forth with the Panthers jumping out to an 8-5 lead, 

only to have Laingsburg retake the lead 13-10. The Panthers scored five straight points and took 
a 19-17 lead, but again Laingsburg came back to tie it at 20. The game was tied at 22 when the 
Wolfpack closed out the set with three straight points to take it 25-22 and tied the match at 2-2.

Stockbridge took a 7-4 lead on a Whitt block at the net, but Laingsburg had one last rally in them 
to tie it at 7.

The Panthers calmed down and scored four of the next five points to take an 11-8 lead.
Gwen Rogozinski fired back to back aces to give the Panthers a 13-8 lead and then Grace Hall 

had a monster kill to make it 14-8. Salyer and Kaylie Shepard made big saves to set up Hall’s big 
spike at the net.

Salyer then closed out the match with her big serve.
Mazuca had a big night with 17 points, 14 assists, and five aces to lead the Panthers. Hall led the 

team in digs with 14 and 13 kills, while Salyer had 14 points and 12 digs. Whitt finished with 11 
kills and Shepard 10 assists.

The Panthers finished the season with a 16-18-4 overall record.

Wooden to play softball at 
Alpena C.C.

Paige Wooden with her parents Tracey and Dan Wooden.
Photo courtesy of the Wooden family

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge senior Paige Wooden signed a Letter of Intent to play 

softball at Alpena Community College.
Paige is a four-year varsity player for the Panthers and is one of the 

key players that help them set the school record for wins in 2019.
“I have really enjoyed coaching Paige these past years,” softball 

coach Darren Hejnal said. “She is a great competitor who leads by 
example. I wish her the best of luck at Alpena, but I’m very excited 
about getting her back for her senior season as a Panther.”



December 2019Stockbridge Community News22

SKY Theater invites 
you to join the musical 
Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr.  

SKY Theater is free to join and open to all area youth 

from 2nd to 12th grade. Come prepared to sing a couple of 

lines from your favorite song. Performances are March 20, 

21 & 22 in 2020. 

Find SKY Theater on Facebook.

Brandon Nelson Signs 
to Play Football at Adrian College

Brandon Nelson signed to play football with Adrian 
College. He is pictured with his mom Melisa Dilley. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge senior Brandon Nelson 

signed a Letter of Intent to play football at 
Adrian College.

Nelson was a three year start for the 
Panthers. He passed for 5163 yards and 
55 touchdowns in his three years at 
quarterback. He also rushed for 552 yards 
and 15 touchdowns.

He just wrapped up his senior season 
where he passed for 2043 yards and 20 
touchdowns and rushed for 8 TD’s his 
senior year.

A look back in time

by Diane Rockall
History is not always long ago or far away. The past is past, whether yesterday or an hour ago.
For many, December may seem to be the busiest month of the year, and a birthday during the month adds to the thoughts 

of aging. Visiting and reconnecting with friends and loved ones, buying, wrapping and giving gifts, cards to write, decorating, 
cooking, baking, and sharing all lead to the sense of continuous activity,

December becomes a time of memories. As the year winds down we can all recall holidays from the past, some happy and 
some not so. For just under 24 years my home has been in Stockbridge, but it was during the Christmas season 1996 that husband 

Rocky and I found our home in this amazing community.
It immediately became my “little house in the big woods.” Sadly now 24 years later a big share of what used to be my one-acre forest has been felled by 

wind, lightning, downbursts, pine bores and age.
For transplanted city kids, the friendly, genuine neighborliness was amazing and wonderful. Rocky and I knew at once that this was where we belonged.
We watched neighbor children Cade and Torre grow to adulthood even though they’d moved to town. So many memories of times shared with them 

in the early years we lived here. We also saw grandchildren Nate and Katie mature to adulthood as their older brother Corey finished his degree at MSU, 
married, became a parent and found his own place not far away.

We settled into a routine of Stockbridge life including involvement with the Stockbridge Area Arts Council, which happened quite by accident. About 
six months after we moved in, an item in the Stockbridge Town Crier mentioned a new group for area artists was meeting at the high school art room of 
new teacher Jay Langone. The new group called itself the Stockbridge Area Artists. There we met Deb Duranzyk, Deb Campbell, Jay, Barb Anderson, 
Bev Glynn, and Dorene White. Barb and both Debs have left the area, but the last I knew Jay was still at the high school, Bev is secretary of Stockbridge 
Community News and a longtime member of the Stockbridge Area Arts Council. Dorene still remains the go-to girl in town for information and unlimited 
knowledge. Dorene encouraged Rocky to become involved with the Stockbridge Area Arts Council, and he ultimately served a two-year term as president. 
I spent a few years there as well as treasurer. 

Eventually that led to “opportunities” to become involved and to meet more people. About 10 years ago we attended our first Community Thanksgiving 
and two years later we became volunteer workers. In 2014 Rocky was too ill to help, so I went alone. By 2015 he was gone, but I continued our tradition 
of helping. Many of the volunteers work every year and generally I believe many have a better time than the diners, although the dinner is great and no one 
complains about too little to eat.

Time has slowed me down a bit, but memories of a lifetime seem like not so long ago. The holidays bring a time of nostalgia.
Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.

Reflections
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Brandy Em Jarrell marries 
Joshua Eric Thompson

Gift of Life Michigan partners with St. 
Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor to offer 
placenta donation

The Voss family was the first in 
Michigan to donate their placenta 
as part of a new program aimed at 
providing nutrient-rich tissue to help 
patients with serious medical needs. 
Photo provided by St. Joseph Mercy 
Ann Arbor

Alyssa Voss and her son, Coleton, gave a unique gift to others on the 
day he was born.

The Voss family was the first in Michigan to donate their placenta 
as part of a new program aimed at providing nutrient-rich tissue to help 
patients with serious medical needs.

Expectant mothers who will give birth with a planned cesarean 
section at St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor can take part in the unique 
program. St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor is the only hospital in the state 
offering placenta donation through Gift of Life Michigan, but the 
program likely will expand to other Michigan hospitals.

“We’re so excited to partner with St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor so we 
can offer one more way to help patients heal,” said Dorrie Dils, CEO of 
Gift of Life, the state’s organ and tissue donation program. “Historically, 
we have provided families with an opportunity to save and help others 
during a time of grief and loss. This incredible opportunity is creating a 
legacy of giving for moms and babies as they celebrate new life.”

“As a hospital, we always strive to be forward thinking when it 
comes to implementing programs that can really help people,” said Dr. 
Bryan Popp, Department Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology at St. 
Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor. “Expanding our current Gift of Life program 
to include placenta donation is a natural next step in our collaboration. 
We are thrilled to help families who are welcoming their newborns to 
now be able to make a difference in someone else’s life by donating 
their placenta.”

The baby’s umbilical cord and placenta – normally discarded after 
birth – can be donated. The child’s birth is in no way affected, and there is no risk to the mother or the baby. 
The placenta technically belongs to the baby, making him or her the donor.

Alyssa Voss said she and her husband, Josh, knew donating their baby’s placenta was the right thing to do 
when she gave birth to Coleton in August. “It was going to be thrown in the trash, so it seemed logical to use it 
to help other people. We’re excited to know that our baby boy is already a hero.”

Placenta is rich in nutrients, so it has unique healing properties. It is most often used to heal traumatic 
wounds and diabetic ulcers – typically situations where there isn’t enough skin to close a wound. It’s also used 
to help people with eye injuries and diseases, dental and spinal procedures and sports injuries.

Brandy Em 
Jarrell, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Denis 
Jarrell of Jackson, 
MI., and Joshua 
Eric Thompson, son 
of Gale (Thompson) 
Selden of Sidnaw, 
MI., and Matthew 
Huff of Iron River, 
MI., were married 
on September 21, 
2019.

The ceremony 
was held in the couple’s backyard, with Lee Asquith 
officiating the ceremony.

Given in marriage by her father, the bride was attended 
by Betsy Lewis as matron of honor with Alicia (Zeitz) Dell 
as bridesmaid.

The best man was Gabe Bakun with Bryan Sharpy as 
groomsman.
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