
‘My super hero’: The gift of 
life from a living donor

by Tina Cole-
Mullins

Stockbridge 
graduate Cody Corwin 
went above and beyond 
on Feb. 25 when, 
in a selfless act of 
generosity, he donated 
a third of his liver to 
Bernice Ramsey. 

“She needed a liver, 
and I had a liver to do 
it,” Corwin said. “When 
the bell rings, you 
answer the door.” 

Ramsey, a role 
model to Corwin, is 
the grandmother of his 

girlfriend, Stockbridge teacher Shelby Platt. “She has a heart of 
gold,” Corwin said. “She calls me her super hero. Honestly, she’s 
more of a super hero to me than I am to her.”

Late summer of last year, Ramsey’s liver disease took a 
drastic turn for the worse. Her nonalcoholic steatohepatitis is 
characterized by inflammation and damage to the liver from a 
buildup of fat on the liver. 

Ramsey, well-aware of the dangers of the steatohepatitis, 
had already lost a brother and sister to the disease. Her outlook 
became grim when she fell into a coma. 

See Ramsey on page 7.

“She needed a liver, and I had a liver to do 
it,” Cody Corwin said of Bernice Ramsey. 
“When the bell rings, you answer the 
door.” Photo retrieved from GoFundMe page

Stockbridge Lions call final bingo

Chuck Wisman at the Lions’ final bingo. User 
provided photo

by Diane Rockall
The Stockbridge Lions held their final bingo 

at the Mackinder-Glenn American Legion post 
on Monday, Feb. 25. The following afternoon 
Marvin Cook and Chuck Wisman sat down to 
finalize details and reminisce.

For many years, Cook has been not 
only leader of the event, but primary bingo 
caller. The new automated games are far 
more advanced and complicated than those of 
us who grew up playing traditional bingo can 
envision. Cards, multi-games, and lottery type 
tickets not only make more for the participants, 
but for the organizers. In recent years, 
attendance dwindled as players were drawn to 
larger jackpots at casinos or online.

Neither Cook nor Wisman could give a 
definitive date as to when the bingo began, but Cook recalled that his mother-in-law, now deceased 
41 years, played once, did not like it and never wanted to play again. Cook himself became involved 
in 1981 when he joined his wife for a night out and enjoyed it. He soon became actively involved 
and by the mid 80s became a bingo caller and later head of the entire event.

When Cook began, bingo was held at Smith Elementary. But space limitations, handicapped 
accessibility, and smoking laws caused a move to the Township Hall. Shortly thereafter, the event 
moved to the Legion Hall after Lions assisted in renovating it. At about that time the Legion began 
Wednesday night bingo, which continues.

The weekly event took the regular involvement of at least 14 people who came from Stockbridge 
Lions, Lionesses and Munith Lions.The Munith Lions staffed the refreshment area and the 
Lionesses distributed cards, collected and distributed funds. Cook, who has a bingo caller license, 
did virtually all of the calling. Wisman helped with technical equipment. 

During the years those who served in leadership roles were Dave Glenn, Gene Squires and Ed 
Grumelot. For a time there were two callers. 

See Bingo on page 6. 

Dansville native advances to 
next level on ‘American Idol’

by Patrice Johnson
Dansville native 

Jacob Moran, 25, wowed 
American Idol’s celebrity 
judges in his ABC 
audition, aired Sunday 
night, March 17. Now, the 
full-time nurse at Sparrow 
Hospital is headed for 
Hollywood.

SCN first reported 
on the 2012 Dansville 
graduate’s performance 
at the Wooden Nickel 
before unnamed television 
cameras. “Jacob Moran 
of Dansville sings at the 
Wooden Nickel Nov.16 to 
an undisclosed film crew. 
Stay tuned for a television 
performance, perhaps?”

According to the 
Detroit Free Press and 

Jacob Moran, a Dansville native and 
Okemos resident, appeared on the 
Sunday, March 17 episode of “American 
Idol” on ABC. He auditioned in Louisville, 
Ky. Photo by ABC/David Williamson

Lansing State Journal reporter Rachel Greco, “Moran’s turn in front of 
Luke Bryan, Katy Perry and Lionel Ritchie at Louisville, Ky.’s Muhammad 
Ali Center earned nothing but praise.” 

“You have an unbelievable voice, my friend,” Bryan said after Moran 
crooned Ariana Grande’s “Into You.”

“So you’re a nurse?” Perry asked. “I’ll let you sing to me when I’m not 
feeling well.”

Local farmer Rex Hannewald killed 
in auger accident at Waterloo 
Township farm

Photo from the Jackson County Office of the 
Sheriff’s Facebook page.

The Associated Press reported that 63-year-
old Rex Hannewald was the victim of a fatal 
farm machinery accident Wednesday, March 
20. According to authorities, the local farmer 
and graduate of Stockbridge schools died while 
working on a manure spreader and becoming 
caught in its auger.

That day around 12:40 in the afternoon 
deputies from the Jackson County Sheriff’s 
Office were dispatched to the 14000 block 
of Territorial Road in Waterloo Township for 
the report of a farming accident. Stockbridge 
Rescue responded to the scene as well, but 

injuries were too severe for treatment.
Hannewald was well known in the local community and has numerous family in the area. The 

Hannewald Barn at the Waterloo Farm Museum is named after his extended family.
Jackson County authorities say this tragic accident is a reminder of the dangers of farming and in 

particular working around farming implements.
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Golden Years Senior Luncheon: Social hour and 
bingo draw regular attendees over the years

Pictured above: Mary Everitt, Marcey Suojanen, Fran Smith, Gene Smith, 
Vern Baum, Dick Long, Sally Long, Maryann Seigel, Betti Wetherell 
(volunteer coordinator), Geri Uihlein (volunteer) standing, Marilyn 
Garner, Thelma Brooks, and Ruth Wellman. Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Cold temperatures did not 

deter the “Golden Seniors” 
as they gathered at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall 
on a recent Friday for their 
weekly social hour. Starting at 
10:30 a.m., with lunch served 
at noon and then bingo, the 
event, as ever, was hosted 
by volunteer Betti Wetherell 
the past eight years and by 
Geri Uihlein, who joined last 
spring. Meals were provided 
by Tri-County Meals on 
Wheels.

“As a volunteer, my heart 
is filled every Friday and I 
loved showing you why,” Geri 
said about her time with the 
seniors.

In the early years, at least 
25 years as some recall, 
meals were provided and 

prepared by organizers. No one in attendance could recall who those ladies were.
Attendees travel from as far as the outskirts of Howell, Jackson and Leslie to socialize with local 

residents. Discussion of various topics could be heard among the group. Subjects included their 
health, weather, school sports, politics and the current book of the month for those who participate 
in the monthly book club.

Mary Everitt, of Leslie, takes an Eatran bus from her Leslie home to attend the luncheons she 
has been attending for over 20 years. Mary was proud to share accolades of daughter, Diane 
Byrum, who has served in the House of Representative and Senate and currently 
serves on the Michigan State University Board of Trustees.

Thelma Brooks, of Jackson, formerly of Stockbridge, still makes the trip weekly to 
check in with her friends and enjoy the group.

Gene and Fran Smith, of Pinckney, were referred by friends whom they join each 
week to catch up.

Local attendees could be found throughout the group with Dick and Sally Long 
enjoying their time, and Ruth Camp being the newest to join this past year. 
The Stockbridge Golden Years Senior Citizens’ luncheon meets every Friday in the 
Stockbridge Township Hall for those ages 60-plus. A $3 donation is suggested but 
not required. Those interested in joining the group may contact Betti Wetherell at 
517-206-9035 to RSVP by 5 p.m. Wednesdays. 
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Paul Crandall to retire as head librarian at 
Stockbridge CADL
Q & A with Paul Crandall with brief asides

Paul Crandall with backpack. User 
provided photo

by Diane Rockall
When asked to discuss his newly announced retirement, 

the as-always busy Paul Crandall suggested an online 
communication. Following is his response to this reporter’s 
questions. Crandall will be leaving his position as head librarian 
on April 26.

What will I do after I retire? A common question I’m getting is 
whether my wife, Jo, and I plan to move, but we have no plans 
to do that. We love this community, feel at home here, and look 
forward to sticking around. What I plan to do is really a lot of the 
same stuff I do now, but in different proportions. Jo and I both 
have a lot of interests. These include hiking, biking, beekeeping, 
beer brewing, reading, movies, pickleball…top of the list for me is 
music. 

When I told a musician friend that I was planning to retire, he 
said, “That’s great! Now you can PRACTICE!” I suppose some 

musicians would take that the wrong way, but I thought that’s it, exactly. I want to practice more, 
play more, hear other people play more, and educate myself about music, generally. I am very much 
looking forward to that.

Basics: I grew up in Grand Rapids, went to Creston High School there, then to MSU where I 
got a degree in journalism. I’ve had a lot of jobs, including paper route carrier, working the grill at 
a Burger King, party store clerk, factory work, reporter for a chain of weekly newspapers based 
in Grand Ledge, freelance writing, copy editor for the Asahi news service in Tokyo, librarian at 
a biotech institute, writer-researcher in the auto industry, product development at ProQuest (a 
company based in Ann Arbor that makes information products) and this one. I got my master’s 
degree in Library and Information Studies at the U-M, Ann Arbor. (But I got my first degree at MSU 
and still root for them in the big games against U-M. Go Green!)  

When I decided to get the master’s degree, I was thinking more along the lines of writer-
researcher work than conventional library work. I had no idea when I started here that I’d be here 
this long. But it turned out to be a great fit for me, and the community has been a great fit for us and 
our family. I certainly hope the next head librarian finds it as fun and as fulfilling as I have!

When I was working at ProQuest in Ann Arbor and Jo was working in adult education at Eaton 
Rapids, we looked at a map and found Stockbridge to be roughly between the two and moved here 
from Farmington Hills. One day I was walking down Wood Street with my 4-year-old son, Scott, and 
saw a sign in the window of the library advertising for a head librarian. Master’s degree required. 

Well, as it happened, I had that degree! I applied and they took me in. (It was Ingham County 
Library then, not yet CADL.) Not long before that, Jo had started teaching adult education at 
Stockbridge Community Schools (later becoming community education director) and we were able 
to live, work and raise our son in this wonderful community. So -- kind of fluky, but it couldn’t have 
worked out better as far as we’re concerned.

If I were to pick a single thing I’ve most enjoyed about this position, it’s that it has allowed me to 
fully integrate into the community, both personally and professionally. That’s been very fulfilling for 
me. In that same vein, I’ve especially enjoyed encouraging, supporting and presenting live music to 
the community in various ways, including last September’s SongLab performances and recordings, 
and the ongoing summer Market Music series on the town square.

There will be a little party to celebrate with Crandall at the library on April 25, from 3-5:30 p.m. All 
are welcome.

Foraging for food, fun and 
fitness – nature’s bounty

Maple syrup flows from a tap in 
a maple tree on a Stockbridge 
property. Photo credit John Salyer

by Tina Cole-Mullins
As the days grow longer 

and temperatures warmer, 
some Michiganders turn from 
foraging in their cupboards 
for that last can of soup, to 
foraging outdoors where 
delicious edibles flow forth as 
sap from maple trees, or spring 
up as fresh greens. Out come 
the eager tree tappers, looking 
forward to making fresh maple 
syrup, and the plant foragers 
put on their boots and head 
into the woods.

H & H Sugarbush Farm, 
just south of Chelsea, is busy 
tapping its trees this month. 
Started in 2008 as a hobby 
with 10 taps on buckets, it has 
evolved into a family business 

involving over 1,800 taps on tubing with an ever-growing 
sugarhouse. 

“The typical season starts in mid-February running throughout 
March. Sap runs on days when temperatures rise into the 40s 
with nights below freezing.  [It takes] 40 gallons of sap to make 
one gallon of maple syrup, with each tree yielding anywhere from 
5 to 15 gallons per season,” explained Michelle Hedding, teacher 
at Smith Elementary School in Stockbridge, and one of the 
proprietors of H & H Sugarbush Farm. “It is a true family affair as 
not only do all of us participate in the syrup making process, but 
the business is called H&H to reflect our last name, Hedding, as 
well as [my] grandparents’ name, Hinderer, to pay tribute to the 
heritage of the farm we live on.” 

Of course, maple trees can be found throughout our area, and 
new tappers are lured to take advantage of this sweet harvest. 

Though this year’s weather gave them a late start, John and 
Becky Salyer, of Stockbridge, have been tapping their 10 trees 
since the second week of March. 

“Last year was our first year. We started with five trees, which 
produced a gallon and a half [of] syrup. Each year we plan to add 
more trees.”

Institutions and organizations also get in on the act of tapping 
maple trees. Hudson Mills Metropark, of Dexter, offered programs 
each weekend morning in March on the history behind the area’s 
maple syrup making process, including a hands-on tapping of a 
tree. 

Michigan in the spring can be a forager’s paradise. 
As temperatures continue to rise, others anticipate warm 

spring rains followed by sun-shining days, bringing a bounty of 
edibles to those who know where to look and what to look for.  

Dandelions aplenty can be found in our lawns, whose flowers 
and greens can be added to a salad, or the flowers fried, and 
even the roots are said to have medicinal properties. 

See Foraging on page 22. 
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April 3 - Coffee Chat Wednesday, 11 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
April 3 - Preschool Storytimes with crafts 
(Ages 3 to 6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
April 5 - Escape from the Stockbridge 
Library! (Ages 13 and up), 6:45 to 7 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
April 10 - Coffee Chat Wednesday, 11 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
April 10 - Preschool Storytimes with crafts 
(Ages 3 to 6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
April 10 - Kids read to Oliver (Ages 6 and 
up), 6 to 6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
April 13 - Open Air Market of Stockbridge, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church CE Building
April 13 - American Legion Riders 
Tenth Chili Cook Off, 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Legion Hall
April 13 - Plainfield United Methodist 
Church Chicken and Biscuit Supper, 5 
p.m. at the Plainfield UMC
April 17 - Coffee Chat Wednesday, 11 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
April 17- Preschool Storytimes with crafts 
(Ages 3 to 6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library

Community Calendar
April 20 - Church of Christ Clothes and 
Food pantry, 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Church of Christ
April 20 - Stockbridge Lions Traditional 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt, noon to 1:30 
p.m. at Veteran’s Park
April 20 - Karaoke Dodgeball Contest, 
7 to 8:30 p.m. at Heritage Elementary 
School
April 20 - The First Presbyterian Church of 
Stockbridge Annual Easter Cantata at 
7 p.m. 
April 22 - Volunteer Day, 4:30 p.m. at 
the Munith Park
April 24 - Coffee Chat Wednesday, 11 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
April 24 - Preschool Storytimes with crafts 
(Ages 3 to 6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
April 26 - Adult Book Discussion, noon to 
1 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
April 26 - Family Game Night, 5 to 6:45 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
April 27 - Grant Whitaker Day Baseball 
Game, 2 p.m. at the Stockbridge High 
School Baseball Field

For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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‘This I Believe’
Winners of the semi-annual “This I Believe” contest are in, and first place goes to Haley Gipson. 

Second-place winner is Brynn Tatar, and third-place winner, Brooklyn Baker. 
For the past several years, Stockbridge High School and the Stockbridge Friends of the Library 

have collaborated to offer an essay-writing contest in order to engage Stockbridge High School 
students in an exploration of the core beliefs that guide their daily lives. Held twice a year, the 
contest is based on NPR’s four-year-running and now defunct “This I Believe” program. 

SCN is pleased to publish third-place winner Baker’s essay in its entirety below as SCN’s 
monthly student-written column. Stay tuned for the first-place winner in SCN’s May edition.

Hope Blooms from Within
by Brooklyn Baker
I believe in hope for many reasons. 
Hope is what pushes you through a tough time. 
I have been through tough times. Right now it’s 

my dad and I living in a trailer, with no money and no 
vehicle. Our only mode of transportation just wouldn’t 
stop breaking down. Since the beginning of November 
our truck has been broken down, and sometimes we 
use other people’s cars, but you just can’t rely on other 
people’s vehicles. But what I can rely on is hope. Every 
night I hope that the following day will be better. I hope 
that we will be able to drive to get groceries when ever 
we please. 

This Christmas was the roughest we have ever had. 
I remember one time I was wondering what to get for 
my nephew Nash. I asked my dad what we should get 

him, and he told me probably nothing. I was so confused, and he knew it. He told me what little 
money we did have was going to me for Christmas. Of course, I declined it. I told him straight up 
that I don’t need anything. On Christmas Eve, even though I knew I wouldn’t get anything, I was still 
disappointed to say the least. But I have hope that next Christmas will be better, and that one day 
we won’t have to struggle constantly. 

Other than financially, medically, we have been struggling. My dad has had appointments after 
appointments with various doctors for various reasons, and I can’t even keep up anymore. But since 
we have no vehicle, my dad has had to cancel all of his procedures. Since May, I have had pain in 
both of my knees, and there is literally nothing I can do about it if we have no transportation. I can 

Brooklyn Baker, third-place winner

barely walk sometimes. So the X-rays to look at why my knees 
feel like they are being stabbed, are nowhere near. And it means 
I don’t get the new hearing aids I was supposed to get since 
October. But I am as hopeful as ever that something will change. 
I have hope that my dad’s health will get better, and I have hope 
that my knees will stop hurting. 

I have hope that we will somehow make it through this without 
any money, and that we will get a vehicle that actually works. I 
have hope that next Christmas will be better, and I have hope that 
my dad and I will get better. And finally, I hope that we can power 
through these hard times. 

It can be so difficult to remain hopeful, when you have no 
reason to, or no one to support you, but you have to realize that 
hope starts with you. Hope blooms from within. When you’re 
about to lose hope because nothing is going your way, and you 
can’t possibly see an end to this, you have to remain strong. I 
have hope inside of me, but it’s up to me to find it, grab it, and 
never let it go. 

Brynn Tatar, second-place winner Haley Gipson, first-place winner
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Those who assisted at that were Mike Burmis, Scott Snyder, Ron Miller, John Ocwieja and Mike St. Dennis. 
Finding volunteers fell to Jennifer Grumelot and then Jan Dunlap.

At the high point, the bingo averaged attendance around 125 weekly. The state’s offering of crisscross 
lottery tickets helped to create that increase. In recent years, it has averaged closer to 30.

All proceeds received by the Lions are returned to the community. Over the years, the group has raised 
$1.2 million for these projects through the weekly bingo. In early years, the funds helped the High School 
Boosters. Funds also have supported Outreach, the Boy and Girl Scouts, the Stockbridge Community School 
District and individuals who have no other place to go for assistance in receiving things like hearing aids. Now 
that bingo has ended, the Lions will be seeking new revenue sources in order to continue their support of 
community activities.

Bingo page 1

Stockbridge Chamber: New faces, ideas 
and meaningful projects

Board members Jenny Smith, Geri Uihlein, Mary 
Margaret Reed, Linda Dorr Inman, Erin Clifton, Jamie 
Bloom, Phyllis Taylor, Deb Winnie and Luci Stoffer. 
User provided photo

by Mary Wilson
Stockbridge Chamber of Commerce is 

sponsoring two special events this year: The Day 
in the Village, celebrating its 25th year June 14 and 
15, and The Festival of Lights on Nov. 30.

The Chamber has many new faces with new 
ideas, and its office has moved to a new location 
in the Stockbridge Activity Center, the old middle 
school, Room 104.

New ideas and events planned by the Chamber 
include the following:

• A joint Chelsea – Stockbridge Chamber Golf 
Outing at Pleasant Lake Golf Course, June 5 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Interested people should email 
Stockbridge Area Chamber @ gmail.com or call 
734-644-0544.

• A new Business Ambassador Team has been 
created. Team members have set up a Stockbridge 
Welcome Wagon to welcome new businesses and 
new Chamber members. 

• Plans are in the works for an annual Chamber 
Business Breakfast at which time a Hometown Hero will be announced. Chamber leaders are looking for 
nominations. Nominations may be sent to the Chamber via its email address or by calling 734-644-0544.

The Stockbridge Area Chamber is a volunteer organization and people interested in joining, attending 
meetings or volunteering to help with events should call the Chamber office.
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Ramsey page 1
As her health declined after years of treatment at 

the University of Michigan Liver Clinic for her chronic 
condition, Ramsey was taken off the transplant list. 
Deathly ill, but not giving up hope, she and her family 
desperately searched for other options. Their search 
led them to the Cleveland Clinic, a nonprofit academic 
medical center in Ohio. The liver is the only visceral organ 
to possess the capacity to regenerate. As little as 25 
percent of the original liver mass can regenerate to its full 
size. However, donors must match, and their hopes were 
quashed when they learned that no one in the immediate 
family was a match.

Enter Corwin. “From the get-go I told Shelby, ‘Look if 
no one else can do it, I am always an option.’ She would 
always say ‘No, no, no, I couldn’t ask you to do that.’” 

Undeterred, Corwin contacted the clinic directly, and 
he discovered he was a perfect match for Ramsey. Soon, 
Corwin was traveling with his family and the Ramseys to 

Shelby Platt, Ramsey’s granddaughter, 
and Cody Corwin. Photo retrieved from 
Facebook posting

Cleveland. Late February, Corwin and Ramsey underwent a lengthy liver transplant procedure. 
The surgery proved a success. Corwin’s donated liver became functional in Ramsey. To keep in 

close contact with the hospital during their respective recuperations, a secondary residence is being 
set up in Cleveland. Both Corwin and Ramsey will have months of recovery during which Corwin will 
be unable to work. The grateful Ramsey family cannot hope to repay Corwin’s generous gift of life, 
but to try to ease his financial worries while he recovers, they have set up a GoFundMe account to 
help with his expenses. 

Meanwhile, Ramsey and Corwin are cheering each other on as they both work toward total 
recovery. To learn more about the fundraiser go to: https://www.gofundme.com/eb5mk-organ-
transplant.

Girl Scouts sell cookies at 
Stockbridge Township Hall

Local Brownie leader and two Brownies from 
Troop 30081 sell this year’s cookies Friday, March 
8 on the Stockbridge Township Square. Photo 
credit Joan Tucker.
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Staff Spotlight: Bus driver Leslie Reasoner in students’ corners

Leslie Reasoner, having worked 19 years 
for Stockbridge Community Schools, 
epitomizes what it means to excel at the 
job. Photo credit Amy Haggerty.

by Amy Haggerty
Having great people skills is one 

important aspect of being a school bus 
driver, but drivers must also be patient, 
dependable and responsible. They are 
tasked with ensuring each child is picked 
up and dropped off at school and returned 
home safely every day. Leslie Reasoner, 
having worked 19 years for Stockbridge 
Community Schools, epitomizes what it 
means to excel at the job.

Tracey Wooden, transportation director, 
put it succinctly when she said Reasoner 
“really cares about kids.” 

Controlling an oversized vehicle 
effervescing with dozens of rambunctious 
youth is hardly an easy task, yet Reasoner 
makes the job look easy. She considers 
her student riders her kids and is in their 

corner, guiding and helping them. Reasoner once said “country music is safe to 
play,” so now she allows her students to listen to country music on her daily route. 
She takes pride in and loves her job, keeping her bus clean, neat and tidy, and she 
is popular among the bus driver community. 

A homegrown lady, Leslie Fletcher graduated from Stockbridge High School in 
1986 and earned her associate degree in Business Management and computers 
from Cleary College. After she married John Reasoner in 1991 and they had two 
children, she learned Stockbridge Community Schools needed bus drivers. Since 
her children would attend school in the district, she submitted her application. 

Her greatest accomplishments in life? Her two children, she said. Lyle is 26, and 
daughter Rheagan, 24. She and husband John recently became grandparents and 
“could not be more excited.” 

Reasoner likes working for Stockbridge Schools because “in my department 
we are like a family.” She feels the team works hard to ensure the Transportation 
Department runs at top performance. 

When asked what she would encourage of others, Reasoner suggested people 
do something nice for someone today. “It can be easy like holding a door, picking 
up a pencil, or just smiling,” she said. “These little things can make a big difference 
in someone’s life.” 

Her advice to Stockbridge students? “Always remember that we are human 
and have feelings,” she said. “We all handle things in different ways, and we never 
know what goes on in a person’s home. Don’t judge the cover before you get to 
know what is inside.”  

“Being a bus driver is who I am. It’s just not a job!” Reasoner grinned. “My 
students know that the door is always open if they need to be heard or help with a 
situation.”

From the horse’s mouth
by Amy Hedlauff
In 2013, we ran the quotes, below, from Stockbridge Wellness Center members 

(SWC). Along with the programs and equipment these people used in 2013, 
SWC now has new cardio equipment, spinning bikes and SWC belongs to Silver 
Sneakers – a senior program. 

A few years ago the center started the Be Fit program. It’s a program for youth 
(12-18) who want to work out with fitness specialists who understand their goals 
and develop a program for them that is different than a program for those of us 
who aren’t youthful anymore. The program is free and is for those who aren’t 
athletes, wish they could be athletes and in some cases, are off-season. Their 
quotes are the last two. 

See SWC on page 9.
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SWC page 8
These are actual quotes from members of the Stockbridge Wellness Center then and now. 
“I joined with worries about my balance worsening because of my multiple sclerosis. After an 

assessment, my trainer planned a program to increase strength and improve balance. I go to the 
SWC several days a week. When I had my second assessment, I was excited to learn I have 
improved in EVERY area except one. I am eager to continue to improve my quality of life.”

“I joined the SWC in May, two weeks after having surgery to help me lose weight. The surgery I 
had can cause muscle wasting so strength and cardio training is important. I’ve lost 50 pounds. I am 
no longer diabetic and I stopped taking all my medicine.”

“I enjoy my workout routine and feel good after every session.”
“I lost several pounds, but the best part is I have more flexibility and strength. I like having a 

trainer there to help me and answer my questions.”
“Ten years ago I had bilateral hip replacement. My left hip failed first so I had partial atrophy of 

the left leg because I favored my right leg. Even after the hip replacements, I had weakness in my 
left knee. After doing the recommended exercises the weakness disappeared and my capacity for 
climbing, cycling, etc. is significantly improved.”

“When I started at the SWC I weighed 335 pounds. Now I weigh 285 and am still losing weight.  
My flexibility and overall health have improved dramatically. The only problem is I have to buy new 
clothes.”

“My husband has dropped six points on his BMI and continues to reap amazing health benefits 
from his workouts three days a week. He says if nothing else good happens that day he still feels 
it was a success because he worked out. He worked out right up until a recent surgery and his 
recovery was much faster.  He was back to a modified workout three weeks after the surgery. I have 
also gained a great deal of strength and endurance with the workout I was given by the trainer.  I 
have a great deal more muscle, less fat and feel better than I have in years.”

And from the Be Fit students: 
Dominic Hoeppner: “ Be-fit has helped me get stronger, stay motivated and it allows me to work 

out more.”
Arianna Place: “Be Fit helps me stay in shape and stay motivated to work out.”
All of these testimonies are from regular people with all sorts of health issues – or maybe no 

health issues. The thing they have in common is a desire to make the best of what they have.  
Maybe the SWC isn’t the place for you – perhaps you’d like to work out somewhere else or some 
other way. It doesn’t matter. The important thing is finding a way to move more.  

I hope you too find it heartwarming to hear their stories. They must be very proud of themselves. 
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April Student of the Month: Senior Ethan Jones

Teacher Jason Rickli said, 
“Ethan is an incredibly brilliant 
and hardworking student who is 
a leader and example to many 
of the younger students in the 
building.” User provided photo

by Cindy Lance
Senior Ethan Jones has attended Stockbridge Community 

Schools his entire academic career and says he loves the feel of 
a small town and living in the community. Ethan, son of Mike and 
Christine and younger brother to Wesley, credits his parents as 
the biggest influencers in his life. 

While science and English top Jones’ favorite fields of 
study, he credits his most memorable class to an independent 
environmental impacts study that he and two other students 
completed with teacher Miss Reyes. 

Teacher Jason Rickli said, “Ethan is an incredibly brilliant and 
hardworking student who is a leader and example to many of the 
younger students in the building.” 

Teacher Laura Bell said, “He picks up on new ideas quickly 
and is skilled at applying what he’s learned to novel situations.” 
Jones shares a mutual respect, stating that most teachers in the 
Stockbridge Community Schools are above average. 

Ethan has been involved in extracurricular activities as 
a student, including recently leading the Homecoming and 
Coming Home events and actively participating in ROAR, a 
program to help the junior high students adjust to high school 
life. When asked how he thinks his friends would describe him,                   
he said funny, weird, humble and smart. 

From the 
superintendent’s 
desk

by Karl Heidrich
Stockbridge Community 

Schools makes every effort 
to develop college and career 
ready graduates. Our goal K-12 
is to prepare students who have 
mastered educational standards 

Jones’ coach and teammates provided insight into the beauty and strength of his character.
Varsity soccer coach Brent Young said Jones “exhibits excellent leadership skills both on 

and off the field and wants people to succeed. You will often see him mentoring teammates after 
the season is over. He is a hard worker that doesn’t want to let the team down, even when he is 
hurting.” 

Jones was awarded Team Leader award as captain this year, after pushing through a painful 
injury all season with little complaint. 

Future captains Ben Young, Isaac Lance and Luke Suojanen expressed gratitude and respect 
for the work Jones has done with and for his team, both on and off the field. Young said Jones “is 
a strong working player who doesn’t give up even if we’re down by ten. He’s a great friend and a 
better captain.”

 Lance chimed in that Jones “is a very respectable young man that cares deeply for his 
teammates and his peers. He rarely gives up and encourages people to keep going.” 

Suojanen stated, “Ethan is a great guy that really cares for everyone and is always there for you. 
I’ve known Ethan for a few years but in that time I realized that he is a smart, intelligent young man 
that has a bright future ahead of him.” 

Jones tries to live by the saying, “Fun is the best thing you can have.” His main goal is to make 
people happy, whether that is through making animals happy or just being kind to people. 

When he isn’t studying, Jones likes to play guitar, bass, Dungeons and Dragons, and video 
games. Jones future plans include studying zoology and moving to Australia to help koalas and 
other endangered species.

    Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Stevie Bradley - died Feb. 24, 2019 - Dansville
 · Robert “Bob” German - died Feb. 26, 2019 - formerly Stockbridge
 · Karen Irene Tifft - died Feb. 27, 2019 - Munith
 · Charles Brusseau - died March 1, 2019 - Chelsea - Plainfield burial
 · Joyce Irene Campos - died March 1, 2019 - Stockbridge graduate
 · Maxine M. Corser - died March 6, 2019 - Gregory
 · Perry Keith Patrick - died March 7, 2019 - Jackson - Stockbridge burial
 · Thomas R. Mills - died March 11, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Todd Denny Page Bates - died March 16, 2019 - Lansing - formerly Stockbridge
 · Rex Hannewald - died March 20, 2019 - Waterloo Township

Death Notices

that are relevant and rigorous.  We also strive to have students 
build communication skills and relationships that will benefit them 
in their post-secondary endeavor. Graduation is the beginning of 
a new chapter in learning for our students, and the diploma is a 
milestone and step into continuous learning. Senior High School 
Graduation is right around the corner for Stockbridge Community 
Schools. Graduation will take place on Sunday, June 2 at 3 p.m. 
in the Senior High School Gymnasium. Our students that will 
walk across the stage in June will have a lot of successes that 
our staff, community, and parents can be proud of. We have 
soon-to-be graduates that will be attending four and two-year 
universities and colleges and students who will be pursuing 
career and technical educational opportunities and internships. 
Let us encourage and cheer on all of our seniors to finish strong 
throughout this final semester of high school!

 In other news, Stockbridge Community Schools had 
Kindergarten Roundup on March 21. We currently have 100 new 
incoming kindergarten students. We welcome this new class and 
will begin to focus all of our efforts to ensure that every day your 
child’s instruction and growth is being attended to by our excellent 
staff. We will continue to provide and ensure that each year your 
child will achieve academic growth. In 13 years, we will look 
forward to another fantastic graduation ceremony at Stockbridge 
Community Schools.

Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich, 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community 

Schools since 1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.
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Stockbridge Lions traditional annual 
Easter Egg Hunt to be held April 20

Children search for hidden eggs at the 2018 Stockbridge 
Lions annual Easter Egg Hunt. Photo credit Andrea Stickney

 Stockbridge Lions 
traditional annual Easter 
Egg Hunt will be held 
at noon on Saturday, 
April 20 at Veteran’s 
Park,  Stockbridge.  
Children’s ages range 
from toddlers on up. This 
very popular event will 
be held rain or shine, as 
evidenced by this picture 
from last year’s hunt.

Start spring with walks on local trails
by Jo Mayer
Spring is a great time to accept nature’s invitation to venture outside. Stockbridge area residents are 

blessed with many areas to walk, play, and socialize. Not only is moving good for your health, but doing so 
in the company of friends is, too. While there is construction on the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail State Park 
centered in Stockbridge, other opportunities beckon. Of course, even during improvements to the Lakelands 
Trail, the recently completed playground and basketball courts will be open and available for play. 

Veteran’s Memorial Park in Stockbridge offers many opportunities for outdoor activity. There you can find: 
tot play areas with sandboxes, two pavilions, two tennis courts, a marked pickleball court, skate park, swing 
sets, a playground for school-aged kids, a sand volleyball court, basketball courts, asphalt-paved circular trail, 
connection to the Community Pathways’ around town trail, a t-ball/coach-pitch baseball field, open fields for 
group sports, picnic tables and grills. This summer SAWC hopes to add an equipment box filled with sports 
items for free use in the park.

Our community schools offer myriad choices: In the area of the Heritage and Smith school campus, 
(for before and after school use), there are walking trails, a nine-hole disc golf course, a pavilion, three 

playgrounds, a small basketball court, soccer fields, three 
tracks (about a quarter mile each), a sledding hill, outdoor adult 
exercise facilities, baseball & T-ball fields and open field space. 
On grounds surrounding the junior/senior high school, nature 
trails lead to a pond or to Veteran’s Memorial Park, an asphalt 
track, football, soccer, baseball, and softball fields. There is also 
access to Beckwith Preserve and Community Pathways across 
the street from the junior/senior high school front parking lot.

Gregory and Unadilla Township offer outdoor enticements as 
well. In downtown Gregory, you will find an inviting trailhead to 
the Lakelands Trail that is friendly to horseback riders, walkers 
and bikers. Unadilla Township Park, at the corner of Barnum and 
Hadley Roads, has a pavilion, a playground, an asphalt-paved 
trail around the park, and grills and picnic tables.

Things are happening in the Waterloo/Munith area as well 
to draw people outside and moving.  The Munith Lions Club, 

A bridge leads into the westside woods at 
Beckwith Preserve. User provided photo

along with SAWC and the Waterloo Township Parks & Recreation Committee, plan to make improvements to 
the park in Munith, updating the basketball facilities, sprucing up the picnic tables and the pavilion, adding tot-
friendly play items and a “little library.” (A volunteer work day is scheduled for April 22 at 4:30 p.m.—all invited!)  
In addition, Waterloo Township is putting in a walking trail around its facilities this spring.  

Step outside and become a part of the burgeoning life of Michigan in spring.

For maps of these and other trails, please stop by the Stockbridge 
Library or come to a SAWC meeting.

Jo Mayer is the chair of the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition.  Meetings 
are held the third Thursday each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Stockbridge Activity 
Center, Room 108—come in door #20 in the back parking lot off Cherry Street. On 
Facebook at Stockbridge-Area Wellness Coalition. 

Trailhead in Gregory. User provided photo

Full-Time Bus Drivers Needed

STOCKBRIDGE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
517-851-8452

NOW HIRING 2 FULL-TIME BUS DRIVERS

$105.00 PLUS FOR FULL-TIME DRIVERS, PER DAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

TRACEY WOODEN woodent@panthernet.net or

KIM CARPENTER carpenterk@panthernet.net

JOIN OUR FAMILY
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A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
The first land purchases in this area were made in the beginning of the 1830s. During the period shortly thereafter the nation experienced 

what was then called a panic, which today we would call a depression.  Settlers from the East who had lost everything decided to move West 
where they could start over.  Those who arrived earlier lost all they had left behind in the East. Property values evaporated to almost nothing, 
especially in the vast West of which Michigan was then a part. Supplies were also wanting.

Silas Beebe, according to his diary, “bartered with Mr. Smith for his townsite.”  As a result Elijah Smith’s townsite named Pekin became 
the Village of Stockbridge on deeds registered Sept. 14, 1843. 

The village incorporated in 1889.  At that time it had two newspapers, The Sentinel and the Munith-Stockbridge Tidings.  Also in 1889, 
a hotel was built on the north side of Main at Clinton in downtown Stockbridge  to replace one that had burned in 1860. That property had 
many owners, the first ones are listed in A Corner of Ingham County -  Stockbridge on page 28.

The first map of the early village, published in 1859, included listings for stores and businesses in the downtown 
area and their owners.

As Easter nears, a short history of some of the area churches seems appropriate. The area’s first church services 
were held in homes by circuit riders. Sometimes schoolhouses were used for meetings as well. Circuit riders were of 
various Protestant denominations, but usually everyone in the area attended. Catholic families had Father Kelly to 
administer to their needs and provide them with services.

Unadilla seems to have been the source of most of the area’s evangelical work. One Presbyterian and two 
Methodist Churches were offshoots of Unadilla churches. The town’s Baptist Church was begun as a cooperative with 
a Unadilla congregation as well. Unadilla on North Territorial Road was settled earlier as most settlers from the east 
used that road to move west.

The first church society recorded in Stockbridge in 1853 was First Presbyterian, a branch of Unadilla Presbyterian. 
They had a brick building constructed in 1855 at 315 S. Center. The building became a community social center as 
well as a place of worship. Other groups also used the building for their services until their structures were completed. 
The building was abandoned in 1890 and torn down about 10 years later. The Presbyterian Society reorganized in 
1901. Services at that time were held in the Episcopal Church building.  

User provided photo

Methodist Episcopal was the second group to organize in the township. They began construction on their building in 1857 in section 2 of the township on the north 
township line adjacent to the  burial ground. The Unadilla pastors served congregations in Stockbridge and Unadilla. That congregation was discontinued in the 1890s 
and the building was torn down in 1906.

Methodist Episcopal in Stockbridge formed Oct. 4, 1877.  Again the minister served both communities. The Episcopal Church although formed early had a building 
constructed in 1886 on the west side of Wood between Mechanic and Elizabeth. The society discontinued 14 years later. For a time, the building was used by the 

History of Hispanic outlaws 
in America

Carlos Villegas-Castaneda displays a National 
Geographic while presenting a lecture on 
Hispanic outlaws. Photo credit Jenny Smith

by Jenny Smith
On Wednesday, March 

13, Carlos Villegas-
Castaneda presented an 
informative lecture on the 
history of 19th-century 
Hispanic outlaws at the 
Stockbridge Library. 

This little-known part of 
American history had a big 
impact on the shaping of 
our nation, and even served 
as inspiration for the folk 
character Zorro.

Villegas-Castaneda is 
an instructor of Spanish 
language, literature and 
culture at Adrian College. 

Capital Area District Library 
Stockbridge Library Branch 
launches new program, ‘20 a Day 
Paves the Way!’ for second-grade 
students

User provided photo

Calling all second-grade parents!
Would you like to help your child pass 

the third-grade reading test next year? 
The CADL Stockbridge Library Branch is 
here to help with a new program, “20 a 
Day Paves the Way!”

Studies show that having your child 
read at home for just 20 minutes a day 

will help improve their reading ability. This program will give your child prizes for 
doing just this, including a free book if they complete the program, running from April 
8 to June 7, 2019. They can pick up prizes at school, or at the library.

The library is also hosting Family Literacy Events. These will give parents and 
guardians a toolbox of helpful techniques to support their children to become 
stronger readers. Bring your children to enjoy a storyteller and other games during 
the evening. Pizza will be served.

There are three sessions held at the Stockbridge Branch, which will all go over 
the same material. 

Tuesday, April 9 and Thursday, April 11 from 5 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 13 from 1 to 2 p.m.
Registration is required. Please call 517-851-7810 today to register.

Presbyterian Society and then became Reeves Machine Shop and the site of the 
Township Library. 

This listing covers but a small segment of the area’s wide variety of religions 
and churches within our region. Information and history on other congregations 
and churches is welcomed by the author.

Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge 
Community News Board of Directors.
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The Wonders 
of Science: Ulcers

by Eric Rasmussen  
Uh oh. It’s that time of the year again. Tax season: 

W2 forms, spreadsheets, stress...and ulcers? A long-
lived old wives’ tale blames stress for causing ulcers, 
but is that actually true? 

The human stomach is essentially a muscular bag 
full of hydrochloric acid manufactured by specialized 
cells called parietal cells. Amazingly, these cells can 
secrete acid that has a pH as low as 1.5. 

Columnist Eric Rasmussen 

appears to be drinking a cup 

of coffee, or is he downing H. 

pylori to prove it causes ulcers?

Now, if you were to stick your 
hand into a jar of 1.5 pH HCL, bad 
things would happen. Proteins in 
your skin would break down, and 
your hand would slowly dissolve. To 
prevent such an event happening 
to itself, your stomach produces a 
thick mucosal lining, replenished 
about once a week. 

However, sometimes that 
protective layer can be reduced, 
thereby allowing the digestive juices 
to chemically burn and eat away at 
the tissues lining the stomach -- an 
ulcer!

A common belief has always 
been that stress causes these 

situations. Television programs often show an individual working himself or herself 
to the bone and then collapsing to the floor. But medical literature indicates 
essentially two causative agents of ulcers, and stress is not one of them. 

The first, less prevalent agent is NSAIDS. Medications like ibuprofen and 
aspirin must be taken on a full stomach. Otherwise, they can damage the 
gastroduodenal mucosa, the mucous layer. 

The second agent, and key player in this whole process, is a bacteria called 
H. pylori. This little bugger is able to survive in stomach acid because it secretes 
enzymes that neutralize the acid, thereby allowing it enough time to burrow into 
the stomach lining. Once there, the growing colony degrades the protective 
mucous coating of the stomach, thereby allowing acid to erode the sensitive lining 
beneath.

Amazingly, this bacteria was not discovered until 2005. Barry Marshall and 
Robin Warren were awarded that year’s Nobel Prize for medicine for their 
discovery. Not only was this a breakthrough moment for our understanding of 
ulcers, it also is an amazing story in itself. 

When Marshall first presented his ideas, he was met with skepticism. So, 
to demonstrate that H. pylori was the real deal, he drank a beaker of H. pylori 
culture and quickly became ill with nausea and vomiting. Ten days after his self-
inoculation, he underwent an endoscopy that revealed signs of the formation of an 
ulcer. Now that’s conviction to the scientific process!

With all of this being said, it is not inherently wrong to profess that stress 
does play a role in the development of ulcers. Compelling research indicates that 
chronic stress can create opportunities for bacteria like H. pylori to wreck havoc. 

For example, individuals who have continuously up-regulated immune systems 
due to stress exhibit increased inflammation and immunological responses. 
These can comprise natural bacterial populations that exists inside us*. When this 
happens, H. pylori can establish itself and begin the path toward gastritis. 

In this light, stress may be seen as a contributor to the development of ulcers, 
but not the actual agent causing the condition. Either way, it still might be a good 
idea to have some calming music playing while working your way through this 
year’s tax forms. 

Amazing work underway at the Lowry lab at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder demonstrates that chronic stress in individuals can be attributed to the 
LACK of a bacterium called ‘Bifidobacterium’ in the body. Patients inoculated 
with cultures of bifido show overall decreases in stress, and the down regulation 
of hyperactive immune systems. Essentially, this bacteria are being used as 
a natural remedy for stress and depression with results that rival traditional 
medications and antidepressants! 

Eric Rasmussen, BS, M.Ed., obtained his bachelor of science degree at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder. He majored in ecology and evolutionary biology, and now serves as 
a Learning Technology Coach at Erie High School and Erie Middle School in the St. Vrain 
Valley School District, CO.

Rural perspectives

Female eastern bluebird comes to 
enjoy mealworms, also.The male eastern bluebird eats 

mealworms.

by Rose Collison
Look for eastern bluebirds in open country with 

patchy vegetation and large trees or nest boxes. 
Meadows, old fields, and golf courses provide good 
habitats for them as well. Bluebirds typically sit in the 
open on power lines or along fences, with an alert, 
vertical posture. When they drop to the ground after 
an insect, they make a show of it, with fluttering wings 
and a fairly slow approach, followed by a quick return 
to the perch.They are marvelous birds to capture in 
binoculars. Male eastern bluebirds are a brilliant royal 

blue on the back and the head and warm red-brown on the breast. Blue tinges 
in the wings and tail give the grayer females an elegant look. Eastern bluebirds 
typically have more than one successful brood per year. Young produced 
in early nests usually leave their parents in summer, but young from later 
nests frequently stay with their parents over the winter. Some do stick around 
Michigan throughout the winter but many of us think of spring when we see 
them.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer and manages the Where’s 
Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the area for a number of years.
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

March 18, 2019

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order 
on March 18, 2019 at 7:32 pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
Kris Lauckner, Trustee Ed Wetherell 
Trustee Terry Sommer  Member absent 
from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance Lead by 

Cheyenne Johnson and Gabe Nielson 
Moment of Silence 
Citizen’s Comments Discussion 
Lauckner motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Regular meeting 
agenda with Amended to add Fire 
House to old business and 1 Ton trucks 
to new business Sommer second All in 
Favor Motion Carried.
Lauckner motion to except the 

Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
Minutes as printed from February 18, 
2019 and March 6, 2019 Wetherell 
second All in Favor Motion Carrier
Lauckner motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board financial 
report as printed from April 1, 2018 thru 
March 18, 2019 Sommer second All in 
Favor Motion Carried.
Old Business
Lantis is looking into permits for 

the upcoming renovations to the 
Stockbridge Township Hall 
Lantis motion to get 3 bids and take 

the best bid for the Stockbridge Township 
Recycling stairs not to spend more then 
$500.00 a set in total of $1500.00 for 3 
sets Lauckner second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Muraf will talk with Ken Palka and ask 

how Stockbridge Township can process 
the funds that would be received from 
Marihuana Lantis is looking into how to 
detect odor from facilities. Stockbridge 
Township is still doing our research on 
Marihauna. 

New Business
Katrina Griffith asked if Stockbridge 

Board will allow General Clerk Amanda 
Schellar to go to Front Desk Safety & 
Security training on one of the days that 
is available Muraf will register Amanda 
Lantis motin to accept Article 4 Zoning 

District Regulations Section 4.11 CSC, 
Community Service Commercial District… 
Section 4.11.1 Permitted Principal Uses.. 
as written Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Sommer motion to pay Stockbridge 

Township Board bills in the amount of 
$43,794.68 Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments Stockbridge 

Township Board is canceling their 
budget meeting for March 20, 2019 and 
rescheduling it for Monday March 25, 
2019 at 6:00 Pm
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Board regular monthly meeting 
at 9:07 PM Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE SYNOPSIS 
March 4, 2019 at 7 p.m. 

Meeting called to order by President Pro-Tem Cattell at 7:00 pm. Roll Call:  
PRESENT: Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee 
Greg Uihlein, Trustee Patrick Harden, Trustee Heath Corey; ABSENT: Trustee 

Richard Mullins, President Molly Howlett; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village 
Clerk, Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, John Gormley, Village Attorney, Citizens 

were also present; Pledge of Allegiance President Pro-Tem Cattell led the pledge 
of allegiance.Approval of Agenda MOTION by Quintanilla SUPPORTED by 

Harden to approve the March 4, 2019 agenda; to add special minutes of February 
13, 2019 and February 25, 2019.Motion carried with unanimous ayes.Approval 

of Minutes MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve the 
minutes of February 4, 2019, special minutes of February 13, 2019 and February 
25, 2019 as presented.Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Public Comment – 
There were comments made by the public. PROMCLAIMATION: MOTION by 
Harden SUPPORTED by Quintanilla to approve the proclamation to recognize 

Alexander Michael Stefan Sanford achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout. 
Motion carried with unanimous ayes. FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable  

MOTION by Quintanilla SUPPORTED by Uihlein APPROVED; the accounts 
payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Quintanilla, Corey, Harden, Cattell, 

NAYS: None ABSENT:  Howlett, Mullins MOTION PASSED President Report 
President Pro-Tem Cattell reviewed the DPW Report.Police Report – Police 

Chief Torres gave his report.NEW BUSINESS: None; UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
RTS (Ready to Serve) Water/Sewer Rates Increase MOTION by Corey, 

SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve RESOLUTION 2019-03.04.002 Amending 
a Previous Resolution Establishing Rates, Charges and Administrative Policies 
as amended to add charge S.A.E.S.A $10.00 per fire hydrant fee for unlimited 

access to water for fighting fires only. Motion carried with unanimous ayes; 
MDOT-Elizabeth Street Culvert Improvements/David Arthur Consultants MOTION 

by Corey, SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve RESOLUTION 2019-03.04 A 
Resolution To Establish A Request For Funding, Designate An Agent, Attest To 
The Existence Of Funds And Commit To Implementing A Maintenance Program 

For Elizabeth Street At LOWE LAKE DRAIN, Funded By The Transportation 
Economic Development Fund Category B Program.AYES: Uihlein, Corey, 

Quintanilla, Harden, Cattell,NAYES: NONE,ABSENT: Mullins, Howlett MOTION 
PASSES;Public Comment-  There were comments made by the public.Council 

Comments ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 8:33pm.  

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes 26 February 2019   7:00 P.M. 

9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, 

Morency. Also present: 6 residents and Charlie 
Barnum, Building Inspector.

Public Comment:  Jim Moss asked the board to 
start the process for a speed study on Portage 
Lake Road from Seymour to Schrah Drive.  There 
is too much speeding through the area and a lot 
of foot traffic.  Charity Steere asked for following 
the legal process with Aggregate Industries 
regarding the natural beauty road.

Consent Agenda:  Kitley motioned with support 
from Walz to approve the consent agenda as 
presented.  Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried. 

Correspondence: None
Old Business:  Walz gave a report on the Parks 

and Recreation Committee meeting.    There is 
the possibility of monthly events at the Township 
such as a farm market, local businesses bringing 
in their products for people to see, and a free 
library service.  She also mentioned that April 
22nd is Earth Day and there will be work being 
done with new Items in the Munith Park at 4:30.  
They are looking for volunteers.

New Business:   • Morency stated that the 
Planning Commission had a request from Beals 
to remove the standing microphones s on the 
table and replace them with mobile mics instead. 
There will be a public hearing at 7:00 on April 
16th  regarding the solar farms, onsite and 
commercial solar farms.  The small wireless 
communications systems wording is on hold now 
waiting for the law firm to look it over.  Looking 
at items concerning ordinance wording, such 
as definition of family, maybe using household, 
contract zoning and zoning compliance permits. 
Beal is looking at State laws to keep everyone 
informed on various subjects.  Small cell towers 
are not under our jurisdiction.  The Planning 
Commission is still working on and reviewing 
Article 4.  • Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to change the pay of the Deputy 
Treasurer salary from $400 a month to $12 
an hour beginning April 1, 2019.  Aye/all; no/
none.  Motion carried.  • Lance motioned with 
support from Morency to advertise for and hire a 

handyman to work on as needed basis at $20 an 
hour.  Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried. • We will 
be putting an ad in the paper and online taking 
bids for cleaning the Township building and hall. • 
Lance spoke of formally requesting a speed study 
and it will need to be done through the County 
Engineer and crossroads Seymour and Schrah 
Drive will need to be given.   • Lance motioned 
with support from McAlister to enter a request 
for a speed study between Seymour and Schrah 
Drive.  Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried. • Walz 
motioned with support from McAlister to purchase 
a new server from I.T. Right at a cost of $5,698 
including labor/installation.  Roll call vote:  Yes/
Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz. No/none. 
Motion carried.

Other Business That Comes Before The Board:  
Lance stated that he will be meeting with the 
County regarding the Truck Route Ordinance 
which would limit trucking in the Township and 
would also put regulations on the use of exhaust 
brakes.  The meeting is scheduled tentatively for 
March 5. The County gave us a price on signs 
for the truck routes.  Also being discussed is the 
Green Road topic.  

Public Comment: Jim Moss expressed concern 
over the issue of bike marathons in our Township 
in the summer and wished we could do something 
to get alternate routes for them. He asked about 
getting permits from the bike groups so that 
the residents can know ahead of time and be 
prepared.  He also asked about the possibility 
of having police again. Charity Steere thanked 
Lance for addressing and working on the Green 
Road issue. 

Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  The 
next regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, 
March 26, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.   Minutes will be 
published in the Stockbridge Community News at 
the end of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by:
Janice Kitley, 

Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT Activity from February 15 to March 
11, 2019:

Thursday, 2/14: Property Damage Accident-M-36/Dexter Trail, Welfare Check-
Spearswood Dr./Thorton Dr.

Friday, 2/15: Assist EMS-Orlando Dr/Oliver Ct., Assault Report-Main St./Dewey St.
Saturday, 2/16: Noise Complaint-Park Dr./Woodside Dr., Welfare Check-Main 

St./M-36, Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department/Barn Fire-Doyle Rd./VanSyckle Rd.
Sunday, 2/17: Welfare Check-Doyle Rd./Kane Rd.
Monday, 2/18: Verbal Domestic Disturbance-Bowdish Rd./Walnut Ln., Assist EMS-

Orlando Dr./Oliver Ct., Assist Village of Pinckney Police Department-E. Main St./Stuart St.
Tuesday, 2/19: Property Damage Accident-Vehicle versus Deer-M-106/Dutton Rd.
Wednesday, 2/20: Animal Complaint-W. M-36/Arnold Rd., Suspicious Situation-W. 

Trebesh Cir./Winifred Ct.
Thursday, 2/21: Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department-Donohue Rd./Spears Rd., 

Assist Village of Pinckney Police Department-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Suspicious 
Situation-Woodside Dr./Lakeview Dr., Animal Complaint-Graves Rd./Doyle Rd., Welfare 
Check-Wasson Rd./Weller Rd.

Friday, 2/22: Property Damage Accident-Woodside Dr./Kaiser Rd., Property Damage 
Accident/Vehicle versus Deer-W. M-36/Arnold Rd.

Saturday, 2/24: Property Damage Accident/Car versus Deer-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd.
Monday, 2/25: Property Damage Accident-Park Dr./Kaiser Rd.
Wednesday, 2/27: Personal Injury Accident-Worden Rd./Doyle Rd.
Friday, 3/01: Suspicious Vehicle-W. Lakeland Trl./Dutton Rd.
Saturday, 3/02: Road Hazard-Injured Deer-Bradley Rd./Wasson Rd., Larceny-San 

Luray Dr./San Marino Ave.
Sunday, 3/03: Domestic Verbal-Main St./Bullis Rd., Suspicious Person-Raspberry 

Ridge/Meadow Park Dr.
Monday, 3/04: Stalking-Kuhn St./Main St., Noise Complaint-Park Dr./Woodside Dr., 

Property Damage Accident-San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave.
Tuesday, 3/05: Welfare Check-Kuhn St./Main St.
Saturday, 3/09: Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd., Welfare Check-Berkshire 

Dr./Gregory Rd.
Monday, 3/11: Property Damage Accident

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

126 Webb St.
Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325
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Think you know the area? Here’s 
a chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will 
be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

April’s winner will receive a 
$20 Farmers State Bank Branded 
Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to 
Farmers State Bank.

April’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

Congratulations to last month’s winner, 
Suzi Greenway for correctly identifying 
the photo of the Beckwith Preserve trail 
off M-106. To participate, enter your best 
guess as to the subject of the photo along 
with your name, address and phone 

Recognize the subject of this picture and 
its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. 
Photo credit Rose Collison

number. Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail 
mail to Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 
48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than April 5.
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES
March 6, 2019

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Special Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order 
on March 6, 2019 6:05 pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
Kris Lauckner, Trustee Ed Wetherell 
Member absent from meeting: Trustee 
Terry Sommer
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Citizen’s Comment
Lauckner motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Special meeting 
agenda as printed Wetherell second All 
in Favor Motion Carried.

Citizen’s Comments 
New Business
Stockbridge Outreach has declined the 

offer of 219 Elm (Old Fire Hall)
Lauckner motion to accept the recycling 

bid from Granger for the average of 
$646.00 a month Wetherell Second Roll 
Call Vote Lauckner yes, Wetherell yes, 
Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes Motion Carried
Lantis motion Stockbridge Township 

Board concisidering SAGHS both 
rooms (Old Offices) downstairs in 
the Stockbridge Township Hall  after 
remodeling is complete. Wetherell 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizens Comments  
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Special meeting at 6:39pm 
Wetherell second all in Favor Motion 
Carried 

BM

Waterloo Township Board Special 
Meeting Unapproved Minutes
18 February 2019   7:00 P.M.

9773 Mt. Hope Road
Munith, MI 49259

Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, 

McAlister, Morency.  Also present:  
Matthew Kuschel, Attorney from Fahey, 
Schultz, Burzych, Rhodes.
Public Comment:  None.
Old Business:  Matt Kuschel stated 

that after conversation with Jackson 
County Department of Transportation, 
we will need 24 road signs regarding 
our Truck Ordinance and Jake Brake 
Ordinance.  The 24 signs will cost $175 
each totaling $4,200.
Lance motioned with support from 

Morency to close the regular meeting 
session and go into closed meeting 
session.  Roll call vote:  Yes/McAlister, 

Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency.  No/none.  
Motion carried.
Lance motioned with support from 

McAlister to close closed session and 
reopen open session.  Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried.
Lance motioned with support from Kitley 

to approve our attorneys to contact the 
Jackson County Commissioners and the 
County Transportation Department to 
represent our interests in an attempt to 
get the proposed road closure removed 
from their agenda and to attend the 
County Commissioners meeting Tuesday 
night, February 19, 2019 to verify any 
actions they do or do not take.  Aye/all; 
no/none.  Motion carried.
Public Comment:  None.
Adjournment:  Walz motioned with 

support from Lance to adjourn at 7:45 
p.m.  Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
WATERLOO TOWNSHIP

TUESDAY APRIL 16, 2019 AT 
7:00 PM

The Waterloo Township Planning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at 7:00pm 
at the Waterloo Township Offices 
located at 9773 Mt. Hope Road, 
Munith, MI 49259.  The purpose of 
the Public Hearing is to receive public 
comment on a proposed addition to 
the Waterloo Township Master Plan, 
Chapter 2, Farmland Resources 
regarding alternative energy production.  
Also to receive public comment on 
proposed additions to the Waterloo 
Township Zoning Ordinance adding 
Section 20.25 on Onsite Solar Energy 
systems, adding definitions to Section 
21.02, making additions to Tables 9-2 

and 9-3, adding text to Section 9.05 
and the addition of Section 11.26 on 
Special Land Use for Commercial/Utility 
Photovoltaic Solar Energy Systems. 
Copies of the proposed changes may 
be viewed at the Township Offices 
during regular business hours or online 
at the Township’s website.  (www.
waterlootwpmi.com)
Written comments should be mailed 

to:  Waterloo Township Office, 9773 
Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259 or 
dropped off at the office during regular 
business hours prior to April 15, 2019.
Individuals with special needs requiring 

auxiliary aids or services should contact 
the Waterloo Township Board by writing 
or calling the Clerk’s Office, 9773 Mt. 
Hope Rd., Munith, MI 49259.  Phone:  
517-596-8400

Ralph Schumacher
Planning Commission Secretary

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
WATERLOO TOWNSHIP

THURSDAY APRIL 18, 2019 
AT 7:00 PM

The Waterloo Township Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing 
on April 18, 2019 at 7:00pm at the 
Waterloo Township Offices located 
at 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 
49259. The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input on a request 
for multiple setback variances as well 
as a total lot size coverage variance on 
parcel 000-05-31-151-003-00 owned by 
Ali Beydoun and located at 7879 Welch 
Lake Road, Munith, MI 49259. 
A copy of the request for variance and 

supporting documents may be viewed 
at the Township Offices during regular 

business hours.  Written comments 
should be mailed to:  Waterloo Township 
Offices, 9773 Mt. Hope Rd., Munith, 
MI 49259 or dropped off at the offices 
during regular business hours prior to 
April 17, 2019.
Individuals with special needs requiring 

auxiliary aids or services should contact 
the Waterloo Township Board by writing 
or calling the Clerk’s Office, 9773 Mt. 
Hope Rd., Munith, MI 49259.  Phone: 
517-596-8400.

Ralph Schumacher
ZBA Secretary

Waterloo Township seeking 
bids for custodial and 
handyman services

Waterloo Township is seeking bids for cleaning of the township building and the 
attached hall. Cleaning has usually been done on a monthly basis. If interested, 
please call to schedule a time to come in and look the buildings over and discuss 
duties. All interested persons need to have their own liability insurance and be 
bonded.  Address:  Waterloo Township, 9773 Mount Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259. 
Please call 517-596-8400 or 517-596-8200 if you have questions. We would like 
to have bids submitted by April 15, 2019, to the attention of Janice Kitley, Waterloo 
Township clerk.

Waterloo Township is looking for a person to be a handyman on an as-needed 
basis. This position would require purchasing and putting salt in the water ––the 
person applying have their own liability insurance and tools. The position will pay 
$20/hr. Address: Please submit applications by April 15th to Township Clerk, 9773 
Mount Hope Road, Munith MI 49259.  If you have questions, please call us at  517-
596-8200.  

FOR RENT Clinton West & Lakewood Apartments are now 
taking applications. Clinton West Apartments is Senior 
housing for persons 62 and older or Disabled at any age. 
It is a barrier free Community offering one (1) bedroom 
apartments. Lakewood Apartments are Family housing, 
offering 1 & 2 bedroom apartments. We are located at 839 S. 
Clinton St. in the beautiful town of Stockbridge, MI.  
517-851-7093 or Lakewood@pkhousing.com

Home Help Aide - Stockbridge: Severely disabled male living 
with parents in Stockbridge, need ADL’s of bathing, dressing, 
feeding, toileting, transferring, exercises. Prefer some experience 
but not necessary since primary care mother is a nurse who will 
train and assist in care. Essential that person is respectful, reliable 
and responsible. Hours 8AM-12noon, 7 days a week, starting pay 
$16 per/hour. Needed immediately. Contact Bob at Giving Tree 
Farm/Services 517 490-1396.
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Obituaries
Maxine Marie Corser

Maxine Marie Corser, of Gregory, MI, age 89, passed away on 
March 6, 2019. She was born on May 26, 1929 the daughter of Emery 
and Ethel “Louine” (Hopkins) Pickell. Maxine married Harold Elvin 
Corser on April 1, 1951 in Fayetteville, North Carolina.

Maxine was a devout Christian and lifelong member of the Unadilla 
Presbyterian Church. She served as a Deacon, an Elder, choir director, 
and took part in the Women’s Missionary Group, bake sales, and taught 
Sunday school. Growing up, Maxine’s family grew watermelon and 
sweet corn which they took to the Eastern Market in Detroit and sold. 
She worked for Rockwell and then Tuttle Spring in Chelsea. She also 
carried mail on weekends for several years. Maxine had a beautiful 
singing voice and sang in community and church choirs. She enjoyed 
going to yard sales and refinishing furniture.

She is survived by her children: Kim (Susan) Corser, of Brooklyn, 
Eric (Amy) Corser, of Stockbridge, Kyle (Gina Van Riper) Corser, of 
Gregory, and Wade Corser, of Gregory. Also surviving are her brother-
in-law, Fredrick (Joan) Corser, of Monroe; six grandchildren, Chad, 
Cassie, Derek, Rachel, Alex, Clint; two step-grandchildren, Kelly and 
David Murray; two great-grandchildren, Oakley and Owen, and several 

nieces, nephews, and cousins. Preceding her in death is her husband, and two sisters, Beulah Landis and 
Donna Lee.

The family would like to express their appreciation of Tonya Lynn Corser. Tonya and Maxine’s shared faith 
served them well for 3 1/2 years. Tonya’s devotion, kindness, and loving care allowed Maxine to stay in her 
home, which was her wish, and pass away in peace.

A Memorial Service were held Saturday, March 16, 2019 at the Unadilla Presbyterian Church. The family 
received friends at the church. Lunch will be provided following the service. Burial will take place at Unadilla 
Cemetery at a later date. Memorial contributions may be made to the Unadilla Presbyterian Church, 20175 
Williamsville Rd., Gregory, MI 48137, or the Chelsea Senior Center Meals on Wheels, 512 E. Washington, 
Chelsea, MI 48118.

Pitching in to recycle saves lives, money and land

Recycling bins available in Stockbridge 
Township. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

by Michael Sweet
April 22 is Earth Day, a day to reflect on all of our 

recycling efforts.  
We take our carbonated beverage containers back to 

the store. We put our paper in the proper bins at work, 
and we even put our plastic containers in the recycling 
bins whenever we see one. But how do Michiganders’ 
recycling efforts actually compare to the rest of the 
country?

In former Gov. Rick Snyder’s 2018 State of the State 
address he said: “… recycling. This has probably been 
one of the most disappointing initiatives I’ve had in my 
time as governor. We’ve gotten complacent. We thought 
we did the deposit law so were doing great on recycling. 

We’re behind. We’re half the national average on recycling. We have to do more. It’s for our own 
good, and it’s for the well-being of our society and our world.”

He was right.  According to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Michigan’s 
residential recycling rate in 2018 was 15 percent, dead last in the Great Lakes region, well below 
the national average of 25.8 percent.

So why are Michigan’s recycling rates so low?
One issue is that throwing items into the trash is cheap, monetarily speaking. In fact, Michigan’s 

landfill costs are so low it is less expensive for Canada and other states to ship their trash to 
Michigan landfills. In 2018 approximately 24 percent of the waste which went into Michigan’s landfill 
came from out of state. 

Recycling is expensive. States and companies have to 
purchase designated collection equipment, open recycling sites, 
and pay people to sort the recyclables. It is much cheaper to 
dump everything into a big hole and cover it with dirt. Finally, 
our state lacks convenient access to recycling drop-off locations.  
Only 25 of Michigan’s 83 counties have access to convenient 
recycling locations. 

So what can we do to improve these numbers? First off, 
know why we should recycle. For instance, did you know that the 
estimated market value of the recyclables that end up in Michigan 
landfills is $435 million every year? That recycling one ton of 
paper can save 7,000 gallons of water? That thousands of marine 
animals are killed every year and 22 million pounds of plastic 
end up in Michigan waterways due to improper disposal of plastic 
goods?  

Not a good thing for the Great Lakes State.  
If those reasons are insufficient, remember that the amount 

of land available is finite. Eventually,  landfills will reach capacity 
and there will be a need to create new ones.  Where will they be 
placed?  Maybe downwind of your house, maybe right next door. 
Now is the time to act to prevent the need for additional refuse 
collection space.  

See Recycling on page 18.

Kids read to Oliver

David reads to Oliver. Photo credit Diane Rockall

by Diane 
Rockall

On 
Wednesday, 
March 13, 
young people 
ages 6 and 
older were 
invited to visit 
with Oliver, 
a specially 
trained golden 
retriever, at the 
Stockbridge 
Branch of the 
CADL library 
group.  

Oliver was 
on his third visit with “grandma” Shannon and dog trainer 
Ruth. He will be looking for visitors again on April 10 and 
May 8. The crowd was small, but all enjoyed meeting and 
playing with Oliver.
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Recycling page 17
To help control recycling costs, we need to make sure we 

recycle correctly. Know what is acceptable to put in our recycling 
bins, what items need sorting, what are the rules for collections at 
drop-off locations? The more non-recyclable materials we put into 
the collection locations, the more labor is needed to re-sort the 
items. Keep items like garden hoses, lights, styrofoam take home 
containers, and batteries out of the bins. Places will recycle them, 
but we need to confirm first.  

Also, we should clean our items thoroughly. The cleaner the 
recycled item, the more valuable when  resold.  Finally, remember 
that there are people hand sorting the recyclables. Never put 
items like needles, razors, or knives in the recycling. Someone 
can be seriously injured by these items. Dispose of them properly, 
and not in the recycling.  

Finally, for those who wish to recycle but are unable to find 
a way to do so, talk to the local politician or contact the trash 
collection service. Demand a recycling program. Talk to our 
neighbors. Find out if they are recycling and where they are 
taking their recycling. If they are not, encourage them to start.  
Speak to co-workers and expand recycling at in the workplace. 
When people take action, government and companies take 
action.

 Together we can make a difference not for just this Earth Day, 
but for all the days that we are on this Earth.

Sources:
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/2018_Michigan_

State_of_the_State_Transcript_612009_7.pdf
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/

michigan-was-once-leader-recycling-today-its-pits
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/Michigan_

Recycling_FAQs_453439_7.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-

and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials
https://greatlakes.org/great-lakes-plastic-pollution-fighting-for-

plastic-free-water/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/

local/2019/02/19/michigan-recycling-market-weathers-global-flux-
how-to-help/2883514002/

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-wmrpd-
sws-2018_Part_175_Annual_Report_FINAL_645622_7.pdf

https://www.record-eagle.com/state/michigan-s-trash-imports-
surge-as-low-fees-discourage-recycling/article_e2cc8c52-1724-
5d09-9415-b0028d8e93af.html

https://recyclingfacts.org/

Think you’re recycling? Beware, you 
could be contaminating instead

Local recycling bins located behind the 
SAESA building in Stockbridge. Photo 
credit Patrice Johnson

by Michael Sweet
Think you know how to recycle? A recent spot check of 

bins at a local recycling collection site indicated many of 
us need to think again. The following items contribute to 
higher recycling costs, and they lower the quality of recycling 
results:

Plastic bags and plastic tarps. Unless a drop-off 
location specifically states it will take plastic bags, do not 
put them in recycling bins. When the bags go through the 
plastic grinders, they bind up the machine. It then has to be 
shut down and a maintenance employee must climb in it to 
clean it out. Better to drop off clean empty bags at the local 
grocery store. Almost all big chains have collection bins near 
their front doors.

Automotive fluid containers (oil containers, etc). 
These items should be used to collect the old fluids and 

taken to an auto repair shop that offers free oil drop off. If unable to do that, clean the containers with 
soap and water and dispose of them in the trash.

Christmas lights. These are not recyclable in regular recycling programs. Instead, check with the 
local government office or collection company to see if they offer any collection. Alternatively, companies 
such as Christmas Light Source will recycle our lights and use the donate the funds from those lights to 
Toys for Tots.

Pizza boxes. For the most part, pizza boxes are recyclable. However, if they are contaminated with 
food or grease, they cannot be recycled. Instead, cut off the contaminated portion of the box and dispose 
of it in the garbage. Recycle the rest. Wishful recycling does not help anyone.

Coffee cups, paper plates, wrapping paper and gift bags. The coatings on these paper products 
makes them very hard to recycle. Unless certain the recycling collection location will accept them, do not 
recycle them. 

Electronics. Electronics are a complex assembly of recyclable materials. Some of which are very 
valuable. These items need to be taken to places like Best Buy that know how to handle them properly.

Textiles. Items like blue jeans, shirts, and rags should not be placed in recycling bins. If clothing has 
some life left in it, better to donate the items to charity. If they are no longer useful, find a local clothing/
shoe drop off location where they can be changed into new and useful items.

Batteries, incandescent bulbs, compact florescent lights and miscellaneous household items. 
These items can be a little harder to recycle, but every year gets easier. Check with the nearest big box 
store, and they are likely to have drop off bins. These items should not be placed in regular recycling bins 
and, since they contain hazardous materials, should not be put into the garbage.

Foamed packaging material and insulated take home containers. These items are recyclable; 
whereas plastic lined paper containers and coffee cups are not. However, these items cannot be placed 
in regular recycling unless posted that it is specifically collected. Instead, they should be taken to a 
location that does take them such as Dart Container in Mason or Recycle Ann Arbor, in Washtenaw 
County.

Remember, people work in the recycling facilities to sort the items. Never place medical devices or 
personal hygiene items in recycling. Syringes, diapers, and medical waste pose a health and safety risk 
to workers. 

Let’s all do our part to help control recycling costs and protect the environment. Know and understand 
our local drop off location’s rules, avoid wishful recycling, and continue to lead the way to a greener 
tomorrow. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge 
presents its annual Easter Cantata

The First Presbyterian Church will be presenting an Easter Cantata “Calvary’s Love, Christ’s 
Sacrifice and Triumph” on Saturday, April 20 at 7 p.m. The cantata will be conducted by Marina 
Stojanovska and performed by the FPC Choir and musicians from MSU and Alma College. Dale 
Schoenberg will be guest narrator.

   Admission for the concert is free and there will be a light reception to follow with a freewill 
offering to help Stockbridge Community Outreach. For questions, please contact 517-851-7015.   

Wondering where to 
recycle?

by Michael Sweet
Bunker Hill Township no longer provides recycling. The 

provider, Titan’s Trash, canceled because they no longer have 
a place to take recyclables. The township is hoping to provide 
recycling in the future.

Henrietta Township provides recycling on Saturdays at 
their transfer station from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The transfer station is 
located on M-106 and Wetmore Drive. The township operates the 
facility and pays Modern Waste Systems to provide the trucking. 
Household trash can be dropped off at the facility for a fee.

Stockbridge Township provides recycling behind the SAESA 
building located at M-106 and M-52. The township recently 
contracted Granger to provide this service to their township 
residents.

Stockbridge Village provides recycling as part of their 
curbside trash pickup service. Residents of the village pay 
$35.28 per quarter for this service. Granger is the company under 
contract to provide this service.

Waterloo Township does not provide recycling at this time. 
This is a service they may provide in the future.

White Oak Township no longer provides recycling. The 
provider, Titan’s Trash, canceled because they no longer have 
a place to take recyclables. The township is hoping to provide 
recycling in the future.

Unadilla Township no longer provides recycling. The 
provider, Titan’s Trash, canceled because they no longer have 
a place to take recyclables. The township is hoping to provide 
recycling in the future.
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Rough and Readys step 
up to the plate

Coach Wes Perry. User provided 
photo

by Amy Haggerty
Wes Perry worked for two 

years researching the idea of 
an historically accurate baseball 
team to exemplify the Civil War 
era. Now Saturday, June 2, at 1 
p.m. his vision is set to become a 
reality. The local Rough & Ready 
team will launch its first season 
at the Gregory Field, playing the 
Chelsea Monitors. Perry will serve 
as team captain.

Come to find out, back to 
1867, the Stockbridge area had a 
such a team. 

The Rough & Readys of 
Stockbridge play without baseball 
gloves and use wooden bats, 
hard balls, 90-feet bases and 

underhand pitching. They wear a red shirt with a Civil War blue 
vest. These uniforms are all handmade, and took weeks to make. 

Perry said, “It’s not just a baseball game, it’s more like a play.” 
They dress the part and have strict rules, no sliding, spitting 
or foul language. It’s a total gentleman’s game of batting and 
fielding. 

Perry invites people in the community to come out and support 
the team. His goal is to have 200 spectators to watch the games. 

Game Schedule:
June 2 - 1 p.m. Home vs. Chelsea Monitors
June 22 and June 23 - 10 a.m. at Frankenmuth Festival
June 30 - 1 p.m. Home vs. Detroit Early Risers
July 4 - 11 a.m. at Gregory Parade
July 27 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Fort Wayne, Detroit
Aug. 24 - 2:45 p.m. vs.  Chelsea Monitors

Beat the heat: Spay or neuter your pet

Kittens and puppies, adorable as they are, 
ought not contribute to the problem of 
overcrowded shelters. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

Author anonymous
The days are lengthening, the birds are singing, and...

the cats are yowling? As spring thaw arrives, so does a 
heat of another kind. This heat, however, is not quite so 
welcomed. If you have pets, now is the perfect time to 
have them neutered or spayed before unwanted litters 
pop up.

Kittens and puppies, adorable as they are, ought not 
contribute to the problem of overcrowded shelters. In 
addition to services that local veterinary clinics offer, there 
are many low-cost alternatives available, even programs 
to help control the feral cat population by fixing stray and 
unowned cats. 

For those who would like a kitten or puppy to brighten 
their homes, consider contacting a shelter or rescue and 
inquiring about fostering. Service dog organizations are in 

need of foster caretakers for their puppies in training. 
Think your kids need to witness the miracle of birth firsthand? Many farms are open to the public 

and have livestock birthing daily this time of year. Or check out the “Miracle of Life” exhibit at the 
Ingham County Fair. Better yet, consider fostering a pregnant dog or cat, as overcrowded shelters 
often lack resources to house these vulnerable animals. 

This spring, let us resolve to do what’s right for our pets and the strays who choose us. Unless 

Service dog organizations are in need 
of foster caretakers for their puppies 
in training. Colt celebrates his gender 
neutrality. Photo credit Kelsey Rasmussen.

we are a responsible breeder, we should consider 
spaying and neutering our pets—for their sakes and for 
others waiting for placement in homes.

The author of this piece asked to remain anonymous 
because too many people dropped off cats when she 
tried to help before. 

Further resources: 
Ingham County Spay/Neuter assistance: http://

ac.ingham.org/SpayNeuteringAssistancePrograms.aspx
http://ac.ingham.org/

SpayNeuteringAssistancePrograms/PitStopProgram.aspx
http://ac.ingham.org/WildlifeFeralCatsLiveTraps/

FeralCats.aspx
Jackson County Spay/Neuter: http://hsjc.com/

programs/low-income-spayneuter-certificates/
https://chspets.com/spay-neuter-assistance-program/
https://chspets.com/forgotten-felines/
http://www.katsnips.org/spayneuter-process.html
Livingston County Spay/Neuter: http://humane-livingston.org/spay-neuter-services/

Brian P. Sommer becomes Ameriprise 
Financial Hall of Fame member

Brian P. Sommer, CFP, a private wealth advisor with 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., in Okemos, has earned 
membership in the company’s exclusive Hall of Fame. 

Introduced in 1986, the Hall of Fame is designed to recognize 

Brian P. Sommer. Photo courtesy 
of Ameriprise Financial

exceptional professionals who have achieved 
years of consistently high performance. The 
Ameriprise Financial Hall of Fame is considered a 
lifetime achievement award.

Less than 3 percent of Ameriprise financial 
advisors have earned the prestigious Hall of 
Fame distinction.  Sommer, a Stockbridge native, 
was one of only 25 advisors to achieve this status 
and will be recognized at the 2020 National 
Conference in Chicago.

He has 39 years of experience with Ameriprise Financial.
 As a private wealth advisor, Sommer provides financial advice that is anchored 

in a solid understanding of client needs and expectations and is delivered in one-
on-one relationships with his clients. For more information, please contact Kelli 
Fenstemaker at 517-349-2880 or visit the Ameriprise office at 2182 Commons 
Parkway, Okemos, MI 48864.
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Grassroots efforts for grassland 
conservation taking flight in Michigan
Pheasants Forever enters the homestretch of 650 acres of 
prairie restoration on 10 properties

Article provided by Enbridge
Picture a to-do list that stretches out over three 

years—but instead of groceries and dry cleaning, it’s 
restoring grasslands, preserving habitat, and improving 
water quality.

In Michigan, Pheasants Forever has undertaken 
such a list of 17 projects through its Michigan Pheasant 
Restoration Initiative (MPRI). The most recent three-year 
initiative, called the Enbridge Habitat Fund, will reach 
completion this fall.

“Historically, there was a lot of grassland in southern 
Michigan,” says Ben Beaman, Michigan coordination 
biologist for Pheasants Forever.

Pheasants User provided photo

“We’ve lost almost all of our native grasslands, due to a number of factors, which is why the 
MPRI focuses on establishing new native grassland habitat and enhancing existing habitat that has 
been degraded.”

Once finished, the Enbridge Habitat Fund will have enhanced or restored roughly 650 acres of 
land across ten properties. 

The year 2017 saw mostly projects that involved removal of invasive trees and shrubs in order to 

Pheasants User provided photo

prepare for new grassland habitat. Subsequent projects 
in 2018 and 2019 focus on establishing grasslands by 
removing invasive and undesirable vegetation, and 
planting native grasses and wildflowers.

Pheasants Forever doesn’t work alone, however.
The organization worked closely with the Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) on projects involved with 
the Enbridge Habitat Fund, and regularly engages with 
Ducks Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect a wide range of 
species.

“Pheasants are obviously one of our priority species, 
but there are a whole slew of birds and mammals that 
depend on grasslands,” says Beaman.

The list is extensive: turkey, ducks, butterflies, white-tailed deer, songbirds, rabbits, and many 
more.

In 2016, Enbridge donated $500,000 towards the Michigan Pheasant Restoration Initiative, 
which was managed by the DNR and Pheasants Forever. Enbridge was also recently recognized as 
Corporate Partner of the Year at the 2019 Michigan Pheasants Forever Convention.

In April, Enbridge will be building two public educational kiosks in St. Clair County, on properties 
where projects have been completed in support of the MI Adopt-A-Game program.

Apart from the clear benefits of restoring habitat that is native to the state, Beaman says his role 
is particularly rewarding in seeing the tangible improvements in the landscape of Michigan’s Lower 
Peninsula.

“I’m privileged to be able to witness the drastic ecological changes that take place when 
you transform a harvested bean field or a thicket of invasive brush to a diverse native prairie—
sometimes only two years after planting,” he says.

New grassland landscapes will also foster recreational activities including hunting, dog training 
and bird-watching, another mandate outlined in the MRPI.

“Getting to see these grasslands species, which are pretty sparse on today’s landscape, start to 
reappear as soon as they are given suitable habitat is pretty amazing.”

Community Research Guide addition
Panther Cubs PTO K-8 The Panther Cubs PTO is a 501C3 nonprofit composed of parent 

volunteers, teachers and administrators.  The mission of the PTO is to support the needs of the 
staff and students of Stockbridge schools.  Funds raised by the group pay for teacher supplies, 
field trip transportation, movie licensing, special assemblies, playground equipment and more.  The 
PTO also organizes events such as family fun nights, dances for students and teacher appreciation 
lunches.

Meetings are held at Heritage Elementary the first Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m. Additionally a 
parent volunteer meeting will be held the third Tuesday of the month at Heritage at 6 p.m. with the 
first meeting Jan. 22. To get involved or get more information, please contact President Jill Ogden at 
panthercubspto@gmail.com.

Kael Bunce finishes eighth 
at the MHSAA Wrestling 
State Finals

Kael Bunce, left, at the MHSAA Wrestling 
State Finals. Photo courtesy of Stockbridge 
Jr/Sr High Facebook page

Kael Bunce 
finished in eighth 
place at the MHSAA 
Wrestling State 
Finals - Division 3 - 
140 pounds. 

He lost his final 
match 5-2.

Bunce is the first 
Stockbridge All-State 
wrestler since Joey 
Hodges in 2011.

Fitchburg rings of history
by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
The burg of Fitchburg, like many founding communities 

in Michigan, has shrunk to a grouping of houses and farms.  
Schools, businesses and the post office have all disappeared.  
The following, compiled for the Stockbridge 125th anniversary in 
1960, provides an account of how, when and by whom this once 
prosperous community began. 

The village of Fitchburg was named in honor of the Fitch 
family. In this family were a governor, representatives in the 
Legislature, register of deeds, and superintendent of public 
instruction. All of these were Bunkerhill residents and most of 
them claimed that place as their birthplace.  

The agricultural resources of the township were developed as 
general farming. In the early days, large peat beds were found 
and furnished fuel for many families. Cranberry marshes were in 
abundance, producing fruit for many Thanksgiving dinners.

 Asa Dubois came in 1840 and taught district school when 
only 15 years old to earn money to graduate in the Medical 
Department of the University of Michigan. When graduated, he 
started practice in the village of Unadilla. His name will never be 
forgotten, and acts of skill and kindness will ever be remembered.

Among other well-known names is G.W. Holland, historian 
and poet laureate of Bunkerhill, where he resided for 40 years. In 
1876, he became the regular correspondent for the Stockbridge 
Sun. He was justice of peace for 22 years, so could write from his 
court docket all kinds of stories. His pen name was “Rough and 
Ready” and he wrote a set of stories about White Oak and Leroy 
townships, “Chronicles of Break of Day.” These were revised and 
made into a book by E. Everett Howe which had quite a sale. 
Four editions were published.

Prominent among those we have already mentioned were 
Vicary, Ewers, Eaton, Markey, Case, Birney, Wilcox, Lord, 
McCreery, Peek, Hawley, Wood, DeCamp and Holt. Many of 
these names remain recognizable as roads in the area.

The first post office was established in 1848. Chester Tuttle 
was postmaster. In 1855, a new post office was established and 
Fitchburg was founded. The first public improvement was made 
by David Fuller on section 7 in 1837. Mr. Wood made the second 
in the same year, and John O’Brien and Job Earl finished the 
year with their improvements. The first white child was born April 
7, 1837. Thus, began the community of Fitchburg.
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Wood shop class presents 
projects to SCN 

Adam Twining works on the boat he made 
from walnut, cherry and maple in wood 
shop class. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

by Hope Salyer
Wes Perry’s high 

school wood shop 

students presented 

their projects to 

SCN reporter Amy 

Haggerty.

Students’ projects 

ranged from a boat 

constructed from 

walnut, cherry and 

maple to a large 

replica of the game 

Connect Four.

Bethany Plennert displays a large replica of the game Connect 
Four. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

Small-scale houses were built by students so they could learn how 
construction works. Project based learning at its best. Photo credit Amy Haggerty
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Foraging page 3
Violets are another edible 

found just outside your door. 
Both the leaves and flowers are 
often used in salads.  

Not all edibles are easily 
found, such as the elusive 
morels. True mushroomers 
keep their favorite spots 
to themselves and their 
families. One longtime 
mushroom hunter, Lambert 
Mulzer, eagerly watches for 
the signs that will send him 
searching. Each year Mulzer 
gathers a sizable amount of 
mushrooms, allowing him 
to store his bounty to enjoy 
throughout the year. Although 

A local mushroom the size of a 
man’s foot. User provided photo
Michigan is a forager’s paradise, take caution and do your 
research on what is safe to ingest, as there a many look-alike 
mushrooms that are poisonous. 

In addition to morels, Mulzer looks for forest edibles such as 
ramps (wild leeks), and fiddle-head ferns (picked early before the 
fronds unfurl), both of which he often sautées as a side. Along 
with these finds, Mulzer gathers, asparagus, which is easily found 
along the sides of our country roads. 

For beginning foragers, Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center 
will host an Edible Plant Walk. Participants will look for edible, 
medicinal, and otherwise useful plants and mushrooms on the 
Discovery Center trails. The walk will be leisurely, but participants 
need to be able to handle uneven, shrubby or muddy ground, as 
they may leave the trail to search for these plants. Sponsored by 
the Friends of Eddy Discovery Center, a $3 donation is requested.

For more information or to register:  https://www.meetup.com/
WillForageforFood-SCMI/events

As spring draws near, we all can take advantage of the bounty 
and beauty of Michigan.

Stockbridge Athletic Boosters to hold Panther 
Draw Down Fundraiser

User provided photo

The wait is over! Stockbridge Athletic Boosters is holding their 
Spring Panther Draw Down Fundraiser on Saturday, April 27 at 
the Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 510, Stockbridge. 
Event starts at 6 p.m. Tickets are $100 each, (one ticket includes 
one raffle entry, and dinner for two prepared by JTZYS Catering 
and Anthony Adkins). Beer and wine will be available by donation. 
Draw Down cash prizes include a first prize of $2,500, second 
prize $1,000, third prize $500 and four $250 cash prize drawings. 
There will also be large basket raffles and multiple 50/50 raffles 
throughout the evening, which will offer many opportunities for 
guests to go home with a prize!

Gordie Kunzelman will be our fearless leader and emcee for the evening — as we enjoy 
fantastic food, fun, and community! So come on out and join us for this great event to support our 
athletes and athletic programs! Only 100 tickets will be sold, so don’t wait! They will sell out fast!  
For more information on the event, tickets, sponsorships, or how to donate, please visit us on 
facebook @stockbridgeathleticboosters or email us at stockbridgeathleticboosters@gmail.com  GO 
PANTHERS! 

Stockbridge Athletic Boosters is a not-for-profit organization. 
Our purpose is to raise funds to support, promote, and encourage athletics within the Stockbridge 

Community.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea to award $8,000 in 
scholarships to four applicants interested in 
pursuing health care career

User provided photo

Application period to close May 1
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea’s Auxiliary Office, the Volunteer 

Department within the hospital, announced that it will offer 
scholarships of $2,000 each to four qualified high school seniors 
or adult students pursuing a career in health care. The application 
deadline for these annually awarded scholarships is Wednesday, 
May 1.

To qualify, applicants must enroll full time in a health career 
program for which certification is given or a degree is granted.  
Applicants must either be a resident of Chelsea, Manchester, 

Dexter, Pinckney, Grass Lake, Stockbridge, or Gregory or an employee or volunteer of St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea.  Scholarship awards are based on academic achievement, community involvement, 
and a sincere interest in higher education in the field of health care.

Applications can be submitted online or picked up at the hospital’s Information Desk, located 
inside the main entrance of St. Joe’s.  The information desk is staffed from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.  Applications can also be mailed upon request.

For more information about this scholarship program, or to request that an application be mailed 
to you, please call the St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Auxiliary Office at 734-593-5793.  Please return all 
applications to:

ATTN: Carol Blotter
Auxiliary Department
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
775 S Main St.
Chelsea, MI 48118
The Auxiliary has over 150 members that come together to volunteer their services inside St. 

Joseph Mercy Chelsea.  It donates over 20,000 hours each year and thousands of dollars to the 
hospital.

Youth celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 
substance-free fun at sixth annual SRSLY 3x3 
Basketball Tournament

The fourth to fifth-grade girls winners: team Shamrock 
Shooters. Photo courtesy of SRSLY

Teams hoped the luck of the Irish was 
on their side at SRSLY’s sixth annual 3x3 
Basketball Tournament on Saturday, March 
16 at Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School. Many 
teams donned green uniforms to participate 
in the annual event, which demonstrates how 
youth can have fun without substances. 

Youth in grades 4-12 participated in the 17-
team tournament. 

Congratulations to the 2019 winners in 
each division! 

• Fourth- and fifth-grade girls: Shamrock 
Shooters

• Fourth- and fifth-grade boys: I Like 
Turtles

• Sixth-grade boys: Ballerz
• Seventh- and eighth-grade boys: The Answers
• High school boys: Nobody’s
• 3 - Point Contest Winner: Tyler Smith 
The tournament kicked off with the singing of the national 

anthem by Stockbridge eventh-grade choir students Josie 
Beautler, Jenna Yelle, Rachel Warrens, and Troy Steenbeke. 

Then the competition began with youth taking to the courts in 
the double-elimination tournament. Nearly 70 youth participated, 
dressed in their homemade uniforms, and gave it their all in the 
12-minute, half-court games.  

More than 100 spectators filled the bleachers to cheer on their 
family and friends. Tournament attendees also voted the Pink 
Panthers as the team with the best name, and for Lucky Charms 
as the best-dressed team. 

“We are thankful to the community for coming together to 
support our youth and making this event a success each year,” 
said Emily Stewart, SRSLY Stockbridge coalition director. 

SRSLY would like to thank its volunteers, sponsors, 
Stockbridge Community Schools, and the 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation for making the tournament possible. Sponsors for the 
tournament included Adiska Family Dental, Simply You ~ Salon, 
Mainstreet Printing, Country Petals, Classic Embroidery, and 
Gregory Mercantile Inn. 

Special thanks to Brian Johnson and Jacob Robidou for 
refereeing all 25 games! 

More photos of the tournament may be viewed on the SRSLY 
Stockbridge Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
SRSLYStockbridge/.
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SAEF’s annual Festival of Tables chalks 
up another success

Auction item on display at Stockbridge 
Library; Painting donated by local 
professional artist Colleen Redfield. Photo 
credit Colleen Redfield

by Jill Ogden
March 23 marked the Stockbridge Area 

Educational Foundation’s 16th annual 
Festival of Tables, generating $35,400 in 
gross revenue for the local community and 
school system—no small change for this 
rural community. So what is SAEF’s storied 
past? 

Nearly 20 years ago, nine founding 
members of the community—Bruce 
Brown, Tom Clark, Meredith Hanna, Bob 
Hannewald, Larry Krummrey, Jill Peck, Jack 
Potts, Gary Topping and Dorene White—
gathered to develop a nonprofit organization 
to support the educational development of 
residents in the Stockbridge area, primarily 
through distributing grants and scholarships.

In the beginning, the foundation was 
fueled through grassroots efforts like 
mailings, often funded from the pockets 
of these founding members. Soon after 
SAEF received a generous donation from 

the Munith-Fitchburg American Legion Post 526, 
the first annual scholarship was established and 
awarded. To this day, this scholarship continues to 
benefit Stockbridge students. 

SAEF raises money through generous 
private donations and endowments, enabling 
the foundation to award more than $192,000 in 
educational grants since 2004. 

The foundation holds one annual fundraiser, 
the Festival of Tables (See last page). Since its 
inception in 2003, the event has grown to become 
a resounding success. The first festival grossed 
over $20,000 and established the event as a major 
social event in the local area,. 

Subsequent festivals have continued the trend, 
grossing between $20,000 and $26,000 annually. 
March 23’s Festival of Tables featured live 
entertainment, mouthwatering food, silent and live 
auctions and, of course, good company. 

Attendees decorated their sponsored tables and 
votes were cast for first, second and third place for 
best table display. 

The festival’s income derives from the 
generosity of donors who provide items for the 
silent and live auctions and from attendees who 
open their pocketbooks for a good cause. 

Thursday night music at 
Cravingz in Stockbridge

Paul Crandall, Gary Allen, and Jack Falk 
enjoy a musical moment at Cravingz.

Thursday 
night music 
is alive 
and well in 
downtown 
Stockbridge. 
Cravingz 
has been 
operating 
on Thursday 

evenings for the usual two hour musical performances 
by a number of regular and special area favorites. On 
March 7,  Gary Allen performed. Then on the 14th 
Paul Crandall provided entertainment. March 21 was 
Greg Adsit, and then to finish off March came Jack 
Falk on the 28th.

April will feature Gary Allen on the 4th, Jack Falk on 
the 11th, Greg Adsit the 18th, Generations featuring 
Debbie Fogell, Bob Johnson, Gary Allen and more 
and on May 2.  Entertainment runs from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Currently limited food and beverage are available for 
purchase, but watch for news soon about a limited and 
altered reopening of Cravingz.

Stockbridge Uncaged news team travels 
to Chicago for National Scholastic Press 
Association conference 

Uncaged students navigate the 
metro system through the city during 
a recent trip to Chicago for the 
National Scholastic Press Assocation 
conference. Photo credit Elizabeth Cyr

The Stockbridge junior/senior high school Uncaged 
newspaper staff members attended the National Scholastic 
Press Association conference in Chicago. Photo provided 
by Elizabeth Cyr

by Hope Salyer
Stockbridge junior/senior high school Uncaged 

newspaper staff members attended the National 
Scholastic Press Assocation Conference in Chicago with 
advisor Elizabeth Cyr.

The Uncaged students have traveled throughout 
the country to receive national awards for the 2018-19 
school year.
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