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Gov. Snyder praises Stockbridge 
Schools and Superintendent 
Heidrich while unveiling $100M 
“Marshall Plan for Talent”

Stockbridge area to 
receive $809,000 for 
trail upgrades

Stockbridge students make a splash in underwater 
robotics at  Innovative Vehicle Design Challenge

The team, from Left, Kael Bunce, Colin Lilley, 
Chelsey Asquith, Faith Whitt, Hailey Howard and 
Madi Howard explaining the ROV’s control system 
to the event judge. Photo credit user supplied photo

    by Patrice Johnson 
    Saturday, March 10, students from Stockbridge 
Jr/Sr. High School placed first in Design and 
Innovation at this year’s Square One Education 
Network’s Underwater Innovative Vehicle Design 
Challenge. The IVD challenge, which took 
place at the Roseville High School in Roseville, 
Mich., marked the 10th annual event for Square 
One. This year’s Stockbridge team consisted 
of seniors Madi Howard, Colin Lilley, and Faith 
Whitt along with sophomore Kael Bunce and 
freshmen Chelsey Asquith and Hailey Howard.
    “Our team was very excited to be part 
of Square One’s Underwater Robotics IVD 
Challenge this year,” the team’s faculty mentor 

Bob Richards said.
    See Students on page 3

When Gov. Rick Snyder unveiled the $100 million “Marshall Plan 
for Talent” on Feb. 21, he praised 11 schools and administrators 
in Michigan as “already leading the way.” Stockbridge schools 
rank among fewer than a dozen trailblazers recognized for making 
strides in pursuit of this strategy. Photo credit Crain’s Detroit

    by Patrice Johnson
    When Gov. Rick Snyder 
unveiled the $100 million 
“Marshall Plan for Talent” on 
Feb. 21, he praised 11 schools 
and administrators in Michigan 
as “already leading the way.” A 
sparse list of predictably large 
and affluent schools dotted a 
PowerPoint slide. But among 
the planetary giants, a small, 
rural school system held sway. 
Orbiting on the same plane as 
Oakland, Grand Haven and Kent 
was “Stockbridge Community 
Schools, Superintendent Karl 
Heidrich.”
    The governor described the 
“Marshall Plan for Talent,” a 
reference to post-World War 
II efforts to rebuild Western 
Europe, as a revolutionary 
partnership among educators, employers and other stakeholders. If approved by the Legislature, 
Snyder said the plan would “transform Michigan’s talent pipeline and redesign the ways we invest, 
develop and attract talent in our state.” The plan proposes a variety of student scholarships, 
transportation or child care stipends, teacher incentives and school-business collaborations.
    Snyder explained that employers look for a talented workforce when choosing places to grow 
and locate. Once companies locate to Michigan, their presence, in turn, triggers a cycle of more and 
better jobs. He said the Great Lakes State is facing a talent shortage across multiple industries, and 
this shortage is “the single greatest threat to the state’s continued economic recovery.”
    See Snyder on page 4

    by Matt Pegouskie
    On Tuesday, March 13, 
the Ingham County Board 
of Commissioners voted 
to approve a Parks and 
Recreation Trail Millage 
resolution that includes more 
than $809,000 for upgrades to 
the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail 
State Park segment within the 
Stockbridge school district. The 
resolution includes 13 other 
trail projects that will be funded 
throughout the county.
    The Lakelands Trail project 
will run the entire length of the 
segment located within Ingham 
County. The Stockbridge 
funding will be split evenly 
between 2018 and 2019, 
allowing for the entire 4.2-mile 

Sue Lindemer and Linda
Risner snowshoe along the
Trail. Photo credit Molly Howlett

Alternative energy company 
in talks to locate solar farm 
in Stockbridge Township

    by Bob Castle
    If details can be worked out, 
plots of land on the former 
Krummrey farm in Stockbridge 
Township may become home 
to an alternative, energy-
producing solar farm.
    Last year, the Krummrey 
farm was divided and sold 
to several different farm 
development investment 
companies. Now, Arizona-
based Cypress Creek 
Renewables, a provider of 
solar farm development, has 
approached Stockbridge 
Township officials as to the 
zoning requirements for the 
establishment of a solar farm.
    By definition, a solar farm 
is a site that hosts a large 
quantity of ground-mounted 
photovoltaic (PV) solar panels.
    See Energy on page 4

By definition, a solar farm is a site 
that hosts a large quantity of ground-
mounted photovoltaic (PV) solar 
panels. Photo above represents 
a sample solar farm. Photo credit 
Cypress Creek Renewables website

segment within the county limits to be resurfaced with a 10-foot-
wide crushed aggregate base that can accommodate all non-
motorized users.
    The 1-mile segment within the Village of Stockbridge will then 
be finished with asphalt. Construction is scheduled for completion 
by June 2019.
    “We are grateful for the support Ingham County’s Board of 
Commissioners and Ingham County Parks and Recreation 
Commission has given this proposal,” said Matt Pegouskie, 5 
Healthy Towns Foundation Community Investment Manager. 
    See Trail on page 4
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An informative and educational program  
for adults and adolescents to learn:
n What a vape is and how it is used
n The effects of vaping
n Legal issues surrounding vaping

Sponsored by SRSLY Stockbridge:
May 9, 2018 - 6pm – 7pm

Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School, Library
416 N. Clinton St, Stockbridge, MI

For more information, call 734-398-7518

Letters we receive
    Dear Editor:
    Some time ago I wrote an article about a wonderful old barn 
and the joy I got from seeing it as I passed by on my way to 
worship. The barn was showing signs of neglect but still held 
the promise of continued usefulness if given some attention and 
loving care. I’m sorry to say that the wonderful old structure has 
been torn down—with only a remnant of its foundation standing 
testimony to its former existence. 
    As I thought of the hopes and dreams of those who originally 
built it, and the treasures it protected for them, I was saddened 
to think that something—once held in such high esteem—was no 
longer wanted. Many things in life suffer a similar fate—loved and 
cherished for a time—only to be relegated to distant memory or 
forgotten altogether. 
    Of course, the tearing down of the old barn will not change the 
lives of very many people, if any, but the same cannot be said 
about the tearing down of the Bible’s influence in our society 
and in our world. Many have decided the Bible has outlived its 
usefulness and lost its relevancy in our modern world—and so–
should be torn down. The truth is—we need the Bible as much 
now, and perhaps more, than ever. Its timeless truths are the only 
things offering real hope, comfort, and direction in our lives. 
    I don’t think those who would destroy its influence have 
considered what our society would be like without it. History has 
shown us over and over again what happens to the ideal of “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness” in societies where the Bible 
is forgotten or ignored. The strong take what they want from the 
weak, and might determines what is right. 
    Personally, I think “love thy neighbor as thy self” makes a lot 
more sense. For those who haven’t read the Bible in a while, 
maybe this would be a good time to begin reading it again.
    Larrel Whitaker, Minister
    Church of Christ, Stockbridge

Groundbreaking ceremony 
launches Chelsea-to-Stockbridge 
trail construction

The 2.6-mile trail segment will begin just north of the 
roundabout at the intersection of Werkner Road and 
Michigan 52, north of Chelsea. Running parallel to M-52, 
it will stop at Green Lake Campground in Waterloo 
Recreation Area and provide access to the DTE 
Mountain Bike Trail.

    Article and image by Matt 
Pegouskie
    A groundbreaking ceremony 
on Feb. 24 celebrated a new 
trail that will connect Chelsea to 
Stockbridge and the Washtenaw 
County Border-to-Border Trail. 
Stockbridge Parks and Recreation 
representatives joined with Huron 
Waterloo Pathways Initiative (HWPI), 
the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, Michigan Department 
of Transportation and Washtenaw 
County Parks and Recreation 
Commission (WCPARC) to mark 
the start of construction on a new 
segment of Washtenaw County’s 
B2B trail.
    The 2.6-mile trail segment will 
begin just north of the roundabout 
at the intersection of Werkner Road 

and Michigan 52, north of Chelsea. Running parallel to M-52, it will 
stop at Green Lake Campground in Waterloo Recreation Area and 
provide access to the DTE Mountain Bike Trail. The new segment 
will form part of the Iron Belle Trail, a major component of Michigan’s 
longest statewide trail network.
    The non-motorized trail will be paved, 10 feet wide and Americans 
with Disabilities (ADA) compliant. It will feature a separated pathway, 
intended to accommodate multiple types of users, including bikers, 
runners, wheelchair users and walkers. The new trail is anticipated to 
open in the fall of 2018.
    The B2B was conceived by WCPARC as a planned non-motorized 
trail that begins in Ypsilanti and roughly follows the Huron River 
through the county to its exit in the northwest corner near Lyndon 
Township. When complete, it will connect Ann Arbor, Dexter, Chelsea 
and Stockbridge.
    “This will be another important link,” said Molly Howlett, a member 
of the Stockbridge Parks and Recreation committee. “Stockbridge is a 
hub for several intersecting trails.”
    B2B will ultimately connect to the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail State 
Park to the north through both Stockbridge and near Pinckney.
    HWPI works in partnership with WCPARC and countless other 
governmental organizations to facilitate the development of non-
motorized recreational pathways in Washtenaw and surrounding 
counties. HWPI facilitates trail development by encouraging 
community engagement and raising private sector money. For more 
information about HWPI, plans for the trail and how to get involved, 
please visit huron-waterloo-pathways.org.



Let the “GU” Crew Work For You!
Call for a FREE Consultation.
Ask about our 100%

Money Back Guarantee!

Your Local Real Estate Couple
GREG (734) 905-0990    GERI (734) 644-0544

Real Estate • Mortgage • Title • Insurance

Real Estate  Mortgage  Title  Insurance
1301 S. Main St., Chelsea, MI  48118

“Our mission is to raise property 
values. Call us today for YOUR 
customized marketing plan.”

 
Please inquire about our exclusive 

“Second Opinion” mortgage 
application and our

 “Buy before you sell” program.

(734) 644-0544
thegucrew.com
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Boyd Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

Bryant Dealer
 “Whatever it Takes”

New Construction / System Replacements
http://www.boydhc.com Mike Boyd - Owner

517.851.7557 office
517.812.7127 cell

3410 Morton Rd., Stockbridge

Shhh! Let’s not talk about that
    by Tina Cole-Mullins
    The word suicide is often spoken in 
hushed tones with lowered heads and 
sidelong glances. Yet many families in 
our community are all too familiar with 
this taboo topic’s heartache and loss. In 
fact, suicide ranks as one of the leading 
causes of death in the United States. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, almost 45,000 
Americans—about the population of 

East Lansing—die by their own hand each year. One out of every 25 attempts succeeds, according 
to the American Foundation of Suicide Prevention and Awareness.
    Why? The haunting question may feel impossible to answer, but the potential for insight exists if 
one is open to asking the right questions. Sometimes neither family nor loved ones are able to see 
the deep anguish hidden behind a suicidal person’s smile. Maybe they don’t know how to approach 
a loved one whom they suspect may be experiencing suicidal thoughts. Perhaps the suicidal person 
hears and sees the love and help offered, but in the downward spiral, simply feels others would be 
better off with them gone.
    Local resident Marsha Williams shared tragic recollections of loved ones lost to this darkness in 
the following excerpt to her song lyrics:
        I can’t un-see what my eyes have seen.
        I can’t undo the damage that’s been done to me.
        I relive it every night in my dreams –
        Oh Lord! Put down the gun
        Oh Lord! What have you done?
    Heredity, chemical and hormonal imbalances, mental illness, trauma—any number of factors may 
give rise to suicidal tendencies. Of the 25 who attempt suicide, what about the 24 who, on average, 
survive? These struggling souls face the stigma, real or imagined, and the self-doubt that comes of 
learning to pick up the pieces of their lives and to go on. Most critically, they must work through the 
issue(s) that prompted them to attempt self-harm in the first place.
    Stability and success may be achieved if properly addressed through groups like the Depression 
Center at the University of Michigan. This organization offers ongoing support for both patients and 
families touched by suicide.
    Sadly, statistics indicate that depression and suicide are occurring at alarmingly younger ages. 
At a time when children should be enjoying the innocence of childhood, they often face issues that 
older generations can hardly imagine. As an example, social media is enabling bullying to reach 
new and unforeseen heights. Through it, cruel perpetrators can spread hurtful messages to virtually 
limitless audiences under the shelter of anonymity and with impunity.
    This reporter recently spoke with a local mother who fears for her son’s emotional state due to 
ostracism by his classmates. This mother, an educator, cited a lack of trained counselors, both 
locally and across the nation.
    The grave concern for our children’s safety and wellness came into the spotlight once again on 
Valentine’s Day with the Florida school shooting and with the threat of violence experienced in our 

own school system.
    Clearly, recognizing the early warning signs of mental health 
issues, depression, and suicidal ideations is critical to suicide 
and homicide prevention. Awareness, open communication 
and forthright action can help our youth and loved ones, our 
community and ourselves.
    No right or wrong answer exists. No overnight solution or no 
quick fix awaits around the corner. 
    But shining the light on dark thoughts, engaging and 
empowering can be important first steps. Ignoring the problems 
will make them fester and brew, not go away.
If you or a loved one is in crisis, contact:
        • 1-800-273-8255: National Suicide Prevention organization 
           offers 24/7 hour crisis line as well as hosting an online chat 
           at http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org.
        • Contact 734- 615-1441: U-M’s Psychiatric Emergency  
          Services or email survivors-of-suicide-group@umich.edu.
        • Contact 517-337-1717: The Listening Ear in Lansing offers 
           a 24-hour crisis line or email www.theear.org. Or Text 
           “Start” to 741-741: Crisis Text Line.

Students from page 1
    “Participating in this event has sparked our students’ 
imagination and reasoning abilities to create vehicles that can 
effectively move underwater, providing them with practical 
application of their STEM classroom learning.”
    Students from SJSHS and other schools that were enrolled in 
the Square One Education Network’s STEM-focused curriculum 
came together to test their knowledge of marine robotics at the 
organization’s IVD Challenge.
    Representing the next generation of technical talent, 29 teams 
of third-through 12th-graders competed in various challenges 
using underwater remotely operated vehicles that they had 
designed and built for the competition. The underwater vehicle 
teams were evaluated based on design innovation, engineering 
and craftsmanship, performance, ambassadorship, presentation, 
enthusiasm and use of social media. The challenges encouraged 
fun, problem solving and teamwork and followed a civil 
engineering theme, including a traffic jam, an underwater 
expressway, an underwater surveying task, and an underwater 
IVD drag race.
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April 1 - Easter Sunday Morning Services, 9:15 and 11 
a.m. at Crossroads Community Church
April 3 - Fiber Fun, 5 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
April 4, 11, 18, 25 - Coffee Chats, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
April 4, 11, 18, 25 - Preschool Storytime with Crafts (Ages 
3-6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
April 5, 12, 19, 26 - Family-to-family and peer-to-peer 
mental illness education programs, Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 
for 12 weeks at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
April 7 and 17 - Clothes Closet, 10 a.m. to noon (7th) and 
6 to 8 p.m. (17th) at Gregory Community Church
April 10 - Free Cervical and Breast Cancer Screenings, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor
April 14 - Union 4 Life Bowling Night, 6:30 to 10 p.m. at 
Airport Lanes Bowling Complex (see article on pg. 18)
April 14 - Free Food and Clothing Giveaway, 10 a.m. to 
noon at Stockbridge Church of Christ
April 14 - Open Air Market, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. indoors at 
the First Presbyterian Church
April 14 - A Chicken and Biscuit Supper, 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Plainfield United Methodist Church

Community Calendar
April 17 - Drawing with Droids, 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
April 19 - Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition meeting, 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Old Middle School, Room 108
April 19 - LEGO Junior Makers (Ages 4-7), 4 to 5 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Library
April 20 - Minecraft Game Night (Ages 8-15), 7 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
April 21 - Kids Read to Oliver (Ages 6 & up), 12 to 12:30 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
April 27 - Adult Book Discussion, 12 to 1 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
April 27 - Grant Whitaker Baseball Game Scholarship 
Fundraiser, 5 p.m. at the Stockbridge High School 
Baseball Field
April 28 - Millville UMW Pork Loin Supper and Bake Sale, 
5 to 7 p.m. at Millville United Methodist Church

Community calendar 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

Snyder from page 1
    The governor’s TED talk predicted more than 811,000 openings through 2024 in 
fields facing current and future talent shortages. These high-skill, high-salary and 
high-tech careers offer average salaries in excess of $60,000 per year, he said, and 
include information technology and computer science, health care, manufacturing and 
other professional trades and business careers. As importantly, jobs in these areas are 
obtainable through a variety of pathways, from certificates to four-year degrees.
    Stockbridge schools rank among fewer than a dozen trailblazers recognized for making 
strides in pursuit of this strategy.
    According to a Feb. 22 article in the Detroit News, the plan proposes a “one-time transfer 
from a scholarship reserve fund Snyder says has an excess balance due to refinancing. 
The state would use the funding to launch the talent initiative as a five-year pilot project.”
    With Stockbridge Community Schools pioneering through uncharted space, it may 
indeed help transform Michigan’s talent pipeline. But if so, the benefit is likely to accrue 
from the school’s single-minded focus on opening doors for its students and providing them 
with the tools and self-confidence necessary to make inspired career choices.
    As Karl Heidrich writes on page 7 of this edition in his ‘From the Superintendent’s Desk’ 
column, “Our goal is to safeguard that as our students graduate, they are well prepared to 
pursue their dreams.”

   We at the Stockbridge Community News are grateful to all who have 
expressed their encouragement and financial support. While those who 
have contributed their time and effort are too numerous to mention here, 
the News gratefully wishes to recognize our Annual and Charter Sponsors 
for their monetary donations.
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Who we are
The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization (IRS #C4-
4001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print newsletter 
serves more than 8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the Stockbridge 
school district, reaching approximately 24,000 residents. Our website and Facebook 
pages are pleased to serve more than 20,000 viewers each month with a growing 
list of more than 1,000 regular followers. Any proceeds beyond one year’s operating 
expenses will be donated to a charity of the Board’s choice.

Our Mission
To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the local
Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg community through the collection and
dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit information.
Board of Directors
Patrice Johnson, President
Molly Howlett, Vice President
Judy Williams, Treasurer
Bev Glynn, Secretary
Rose Collison
Roberta Ludtke
Diane Rockall
Hope Salyer
Nancy Wisman
Adjunct Directors
Mary Krummrey
Nathan Myers
Debbie Nogle
Connie Risner
Rachel Sweet

Roles and Responsibilities
editor-in-chief
local government & nonprofit liaison, school news
chief financial officer 
Gregory & Unadilla news
photography, Rural Perspectives & contest admin.
sales & public relations 
historian, ‘A Look Back in Time,’ obituaries 
technologist, graphics designer, reporter
operations, assistant editor, classifieds
Roles and Responsibilities
graphics designer
intern
business development
administrative support
Community Calendar

Volunteer Reporters:  Heather Asquith, Bruce Wm. Brown, Mike Burtch, Bob
Castle, Tina Cole-Mullins, Paul Crandall, Amy Heydlauff, Ron Kaiser, Cindy Lance, 
Matt Pegouskie, Don Porter, Michael Sweet, Abigail Walls, and Cassandra Watson.
Contact Us:  stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews or www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

Trail from page 1

Energy from page 1
    Township Supervisor C.G. Lantis said he is following the guidelines for solar farm requirements, and he has 
suggested to the company that several plots could serve as possible locations for such an endeavor.
    As of this date, the size and scope of the project under consideration have not been disclosed, and Cypress 
Creek has yet to submit an application and site plan to the Stockbridge Township Planning Commission.
    The company is scheduled to discuss the topic at the upcoming planning commission meeting at 7 p.m. April 
4.
    According to its marketing brochure, “Cypress Creek Renewables is the largest and fastest-growing 
dedicated provider of local solar farms with well over $1 billion raised and invested and 2,500 acres of 
operating solar farms deployed or in development—that’s enough energy to power 1.5 million homes.”
    Cypress Creek’s brochure states that the company’s projects “are located across the country in 14 states 
and growing.” The company’s website states, “We partner with communities and utilities to provide widespread 
access to clean energy. Our local solar farms produce energy at or below market costs, making solar power an 
option for everyone.” Cypress Creek claims to be “the fastest-growing provider of local solar.”
    “This is far from being a done deal,” Supervisor Lantis said. “There are lots of details yet to be worked 
out relating to state laws, an agreement with Consumers Energy and compliance to the township’s zoning 
requirements.” However, Lantis indicated he felt this development held the potential to be positive addition for 
the township.

    “The improvements will allow more people to use the trail system and continue to make 
Stockbridge a destination for trail enthusiasts around the region.”
    The project occurs at a time when trail construction and improvements are happening around 
the Stockbridge area. As the Stockbridge Community News reported on Dec. 20, 2017, MDOT has 
granted $700,000 for the Unadilla Township leg.
    In addition, Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative, Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Michigan Department of Transportation and Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources broke ground on a trail segment that will connect Chelsea to Green Lake Campground 
in Waterloo Recreation Area. Improvements and trail construction are also happening along the 
Lakeland Trail in Jackson and Livingston Counties. The improvements include the same 10-foot 
wide crushed aggregate surfaces in Jackson County and Unadilla Township, with some asphalt 
improvements happening in Gregory.
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Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition wants your ideas
    The Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition is seeking proposals for projects and programs that aim to improve the health 
and wellness of Stockbridge school district residents. The coalition, one of five that are a part of the 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation’s 5H Project, is made up of community members and organizations that meet monthly to work together to support 
initiatives that fit into four key elements: Move more, eat better, connect with others, avoid unhealthy substances.
    Each year, the coalition receives funding from the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation to develop a Comprehensive Wellness 
Plan. As we work on developing our Year 7 Plan, covering the period from September 2018 – July 2019, we ask for your 
input and ideas! Projects should focus on one or more of the above elements, should be measurable, demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility, and have an important impact on wellness. 
    We’d appreciate your input by April 5th. Email Ashley Tomasi (ashley@5healthytowns.org). SAWC meetings are open to all 
community members. The coalition meets the third Thursday of the month at 305 W. Elizabeth St., Room 108.

2018 A Day in the Village 
Art Show set for June
    The Stockbridge Area Arts Council will be sponsoring the “A Day 
in the Village Art Show” at the Stockbridge Township Hall. It will be 
held Friday, June 15, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday, June 16, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The annual event gives local artists a chance 
to display their work for others to enjoy. Some of the media used in 
the past were oils, watercolors, colored pencil on suede mat, photos 
on basswood, and mixed media, to name a few.    
    Each year the SAAC centerpieces the work of a featured artist. 
This year the Art Show honors the legacy of Ronald Fillmore, 
founder of the annual event, who together his wife Hester were 
devoted supporters of the arts in our community. 
    For a fee of $5, artists can submit up to three pieces of art.  
Awards will be presented for first, second and third place, as well as 
Honorable Mention. In addition, a prize for People’s Choice will be 
awarded and is determined by votes cast by visitors to the show on 
Friday and Saturday.
    If you would like to participate in the art show or for more 
information, entry forms will be available at the library sometime in 
April or go to the Stockbridge Area Arts Council Facebook page for 
updates and copies of the entry forms when they become available.

Beautiful hearts and beautiful minds thriving 
despite lack of essential school supplies

    by Hope Salyer
    Positively Chiropractic, Adiska Family Dentistry and 
Crossroads Community Church have teamed up to supply 
the students of Jack’s River Primary School with school 
supplies at the end of May.
    According to Ryan Henderson, the students of Jack’s 
River Primary School and their surrounding community of 
St. Mary, Jamaica, don’t have many material possessions, 
but are wealthy in joy. Henderson says the students derive 
happiness and joy from a completely different set of values 
and principles.
    “They don’t have much and truly measure people by the Photo credit Anchorage Daily News

kindness in their heart and joy in their soul,” Henderson said. “They are truly remarkable people 
who you instinctively want to help with supplying them with ‘first world’ things, but end up walking 
away in awe, learning more about yourself and humanity, that far outweighs any of the material 
possessions that you could gift.”
    Starting April 1 and running through May 17, donations of school supplies will be collected 
at the three businesses in Stockbridge. Positively Chiropractic, Adiska Family Dentistry and 
Crossroads Community Church will all be filling suitcases with the donations. Dr. Erin Clifton of 
Positively Chiropractic will be delivering the donations directly to the students at Jack’s River 
Primary School at the end of May.

Save the bees
    by Michael Sweet
    Bugs that chase us around the yard and try to 
sting us are no doubt annoying, but those buzzing 
dive-bombers are more likely wasps than bees. Bees 
pollinate 90 percent of wild plants and more than 
30 percent of the world’s food crop, valued at $325 
billion. If we humans wish to survive, we need to 
protect our bees. 
    It is true that these pollinating powerhouses of 
the garden can be belligerent. Queenlessness, a 
shortage of nectar-producing flowers, the presence 
of predators and honey burglars tend to make the 
little creatures cranky. But the only real aggressive 
bee found in the United States is the honeybee, and 
this non-native European immigrant species can be 
scarce.
    Honeybees are the only bees in the USA that have 
advanced social behavior, meaning they live in hives. 
The convenience of accessing honey in these hives 
accounts for their popularity with beekeepers. But 

honey is bee food, so chances are an aggressive bee is defending its hearth and home. 
    Michigan hosts more than 450 bee species, many of them better pollinators than the honeybee. 
A Cornell University study found that mason bees, named for their habit of using mud or other 
masonry products to construct their nests, pollinate three times as many plants as honeybees. 
They can be raised at very little expense, require almost no care and do not sting. Attracting them is 
simple: Bees, like any other animal, need shelter, food, water, and prefer to not be poisoned. 
Most native bees make their homes either through tunneling into the ground or burrowing into wood. 
To lure ground bees to a yard or garden, avoid digging up the soil, mowing, tilling, or disturbing 
select areas. 
    See Bees on page 7

Jim’s Gutter Service

Jim Weiland
Free Estimates ~ Insured

Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Installation or Repairs
Cleaning and Screening

517-851-4673

Trinity Lutheran
Church, lcms

10:00 am ~ Sunday Worship
  8:45 am ~ Sunday School & 
                   Adult Bible Study
Communion Celebrated the 
First & Third Sundays Monthly.
Church Office (734) 878-5977
Pastor Merelyn Snider

5758 W. M-36 Pinckney | trinitypinckney.org

3/29 ~ 7 pm Maundy Thursday Service
3/30 ~ 7 pm Good Friday Service
Easter ~ 8 am Sunrise Service
               9 am Breakfast & 9:30 am Egg Hunt
             10 am Easter Celebration Service

Healthy Nails Manicures &
Pedicures

SENIORS, VETERANS AND DISABLED WELCOME

Margaret Turner
734-498-3585 or 734-709-3827

Available at Hairworks II
Gregory, MI

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

A mason bee loaded with pollen. Mason bees, 
named for their habit of using mud or other 
masonry products to construct their nests, 
need almost no care and do not sting. Photo 
credit The Honeybee Conservancy
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Meeting minutes and announcements

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES March 19, 2018
    Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
to order on March 19, 2018 at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at the meeting 
Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris Lauckner, Trustee Terry Sommer, Trustee Ed 
Wetherell.  Member absent from meeting: None
    Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Faith Young, Parker Sandecki, Colton Stowe, Lucy Chapman, Rhyan Davis
    Moment of Silence: 7:32 pm
    Sommer motion to accept the agenda. Wetherell second With the add on of Private Drives and Associations 
and Plaque for Robert Erhart All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments: Discussion
    Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Board meeting minutes from February 19, 2018 
Lauckner in favor Motion Carried.
    Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Financial Report as printed Lauckner second. All in 
Favor Motion Carried.
    Old Business: Supervisor Lantis spoke to Mr. Cole at L and B Outlets about moving the Recycling Dumpster 
behind the little building the old wash house on the property. Mr Cole said he has the equipment and will move 
the recycling dumpster. You can purchase clear plastic bags from L&B outlets for recycling Lauckner motion to 
purchase a metal sign with wooden frame from Kelly Vogel at charliekdesigns@gmail.com for the amount of 
$215.00 Sommer second all in Favor Motion Carried. 
    Stockbridge Township Board will be partnering with the Free and Accepted Mason Lodge #130 for the Day in 
the Village on June 16, 2018 to do the Child Id Program. The Stockbridge Township Board is working with the 
Mason to confirm date and times for this program. 
The Weather Siren will be going up on the corner of Green Rd and Sheppard Rd the material has been ordered 
and we are just waiting for the frost laws to be lifted then the Siren will start to be constructed.
    New Business: Lauckner Motioned to allow Bike MS Great Lakes Mid-Michigan Breakaway Ride scheduled 
for July 21, 2018 and July 22, 2018 to allow the usage of square grounds on above dates. Sommer second All 
in Favor Motion Carried
    Lauckner motion to accept the Draft Stockbridge Area Park and Recreation Plan Muraf second Roll call vote 
Lauckner Yes, Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, Sommer Yes, Lantis Yes
    Lantis motion to accept the rate increase from $100.00 a month to publish Stockbridge Township Board 
minutes to $150.00 a month to publish Stockbridge Township Board minutes in the Stockbridge Community 
News for the fiscal year 2018-2019 Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
    Stockbridge Township reached out to Unadilla Township to see if they are interested in doing a Cleanup day 
again this year. Unadilla has a board meeting on March 22, 2018 and will see if the board is interested in doing 
it again this year.
    Lantis motion to form a committee for Trick or Treating on the Stockbridge Township Square. Becky Muraf, 
Ed Wetherell and Betty Wetherll will be the committee All in Favor Motion Carried
    Lantis motion to get an environmental study done to the Fire Station for the safety of the building and for 
Outreach if an agreement is made between Stockbridge Township and Outreach Sommer second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
    Lauckner motion to accept Stockbridge Township Board budget amendment # 2 moving $7600.00 from 
Building & Grounds  Equipment making balance $42400.00 to $7300.00 making balance $14300.00 for building 
Department Clerk and $300.00 to Planning Salaries making balance $2300.00. Sommer second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
    Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township Board monthly bills in the amount of $48,306.90 Lauckner 
second All in Favor Motion Carried
    Private Drives/Associations Stockbridge Township board is asking the Planning Commission to amend the 
ordinance for private drives and associations to keep up maintenance of the private drives. Muraf will call 
Stockbridge Township Board attorney Pete Flinton and look for recommendations.
    Lantis will look into a plaque for Bob Erhart.
    Citizens Comments: Discussion
    Lantis adjourned the Stockbridge Township Regular Board meeting at 9:22pm on March 19, 2018

BM

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting Minutes 27 February 
2018 7:00 p.m. 9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259

    Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
    Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, Morency.  Also present:  John Beck, Zoning 
Enforcement Officer; 8 residents and 2 visitors.
    Public Comment:  None.
    Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from Walz to accept the consent agenda as 
presented.  Yes/all; no/none. Motion carried.
    Old Business: Discussion on the Broadband Cooperative Internet Service and the 
importance of a feasibility study was addressed by Rose LaForest. She spoke of the number 
of people who supporting the idea and want a feasibility study done. The cost to the Township 
could be between $15,000 and $20,000 for the study. She has asked for another informational 
meeting to be scheduled and will be contacting the clerk to set it up. Those who missed the first 
meeting on January 30 will have a chance to get more information and ask questions. Bids will 
also be submitted from 3 companies to do the feasibility study. There is also the possibility of a 
paper or internet survey to find out numbers of those interested in the study.
    New Business: Morency gave a synopsis of the Planning Commission meeting that took 
place on February 20, 2018. They are ready to begin Article 4. Beals stated that it has been 
good to have Rohn Tripp and John Beck in attendance giving their input regarding Zoning 
Administration and Zoning Enforcement since it is now a 2 person position. Walz motioned 
with support from Kitley to have Westshore Services install a new emergency siren over at 
Coachman’s Cove at a cost of $20,800 replacing the old siren which is no longer able to be 
repaired and is not functioning. Roll call vote: Yes/Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/
none. Motion carried. 
    McAlister motioned with support from Kitley to purchase the Cardiac Science Powerheart 
G5 Automatic Defibrillator at the quoted price of $1,577.36 from Bound Tree Company. Roll 
call vote: Yes/Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance. No/none. Motion carried. There will be 
training on how to use the defibrillator in an emergency at the Township. 
    Lance motioned with support from McAlister to publish the meeting minutes in the 
Stockbridge Community News which is published once a month. Yes/all; no/none. Motion 
carried. 
    Lance motioned with support from McAlister to discontinue posting meeting minutes in The 
Sun Times News. Yes/all; no/none. Motion carried. 
    Beals stated that in the future signs may be posted in the yard of any address that will be 
having a special hearing pertaining to a ZBA or Planning Commission issue. A letter also goes 
out to all addresses surrounding the issue to be addressed. 
    Walz motioned with support from McAlister to adjourn at 8.20 p.m.
    The next Planning Commission meeting will be on March 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. The next 
regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. Unapproved minutes 
will be published in the Stockbridge Community News at the end of each month, on our website 
at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

Unadilla Township Police responded to the 
following calls for service March 1-10:
    by Unadilla Police Chief David Russell
    3-1: A report was received of harassing telephone calls. It is believed to be 
telemarketers that were calling 2 to 3 times a week. The calls were not abusive, it is 
the frequency that bothered the resident. An officer was dispatched to assist medical 
personnel at a residence on Mickey Ln. for a person that had sustained an injury 
from a fall. An officer was dispatched to a single vehicle accident at the intersection of 
Worden Rd and Doyle Rd,  The driver of the red Nissan Armada had been traveling 
too fast for the snowy road conditions and slid off the road striking a tree. The driver 
was not injured. The vehicle had to be towed from the scene.
    3-2: An officer was dispatched to a residence on Stockbridge St. to assist a mother 
who had locked herself out of the house with a small child inside. The officer was 
able to help the woman get back into the residence and the child was fine. An officer 
investigated a report of threats that were made against an employee of Unemployment 
Insurance Agency. 
    See Police on page 21

    Want to advertise? 

        • Print: 15 words (or one half-inch by two inches) 
$35 (published monthly, 1st of the month)
        • Online: $30 per posting, includes website and 
Facebook posting
    To place a classified advertisement or 
discuss possibilities, please email your ad to 
StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com or phone 
Nancy at 517-851-8087. Send payment to SCN, P.O. 
Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Stockbridge • Single fam. 
2 bdrm. • Washer / dryer 

Cent. Air • Water & garbage 
$700 / month 

Joseph 734.216.4908

Care Tech Needed        
Flexible Hours
734-562-2620

Meadow View
Assisted Living 

Chelsea

House for rent: 
Stockbridge, single fam., 
2-bdrm., washer/dryer, cent. 
air, $700/mo., water and 
garbage included. Contact 
Joseph, 734-216-4908.

Help wanted: Care Tech. 
flex. hrs, Meadowview 
Assisted Living, Chelsea, 
734-562-2620.



From the superintendent’s desk

    by Karl Heidrich
    Feb. 21, Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder unveiled the “Marshall Plan 
for Talent,” a statewide partnership promotion among “educators, 
employers and other stakeholders to transform Michigan’s talent 
pipeline and redesign the ways we invest, develop and attract talent 
in our state.” During the rollout, the governor recognized Stockbridge 

Community Schools, along with 10 other school districts across the state, as “already leading 
the way.” 
    Our district continues to offer a diverse secondary curriculum. We have several advanced 
placement courses, career and technical education courses, and a strong group of electives, 
including Fine Arts, Robotics, Leadership, and Journalism. 
    Within our curriculum is a focus on problem-based learning and real-world, authentic 
learning experiences, as in our comprehensive K-12 STEM education program. STEM and 
other programs offer authentic instruction in education and can lead to the development of 
talent that employers seek. 
    As we continue to strengthen our curriculum, we shall maintain our commitment to helping 
guide students to their postsecondary choices and endeavors, whether they aspire to a 
four-year university, community college, apprenticeship, or technical school. We recognize 
the importance of maintaining effective communications with employers, colleges and 
universities to ensure that our curriculum matches their needs and the needs of our students. 
Our goal is to safeguard that as our students graduate, they are well prepared to pursue their 
dreams.
    For more information about the Marshall Plan for Talent, check out https://www.michigan.
gov/ted/.
    During Governor Snyder’s rollout of the statewide “Marshall Plan for Talent” Feb. 21, he 
recognized Superintendent Karl Heidrich as one of 11 “Educators Who Are Already Leading 
the Way.”
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Governor recognizes Stockbridge Schools 
as one of 11 leading the way

Steve Doran
Event Photographer
517-507-7418
Www.ShotsbyStevePhotography@gmail.com
4900 S. M 52
Stockbridge, MI  49285
Www.facebook.com/shotsbysteve

Grit & Gravel bike race winds 
through Waterloo Recreation Area

Local rider, Tom Clark of 
Munith (pictured above) 
described the stretch of 
Cassidy Road as “particularly 
rugged.” Other local riders 
included Deb Roels of Munith 
and Traci Brown of Gregory. 
Photo credit Greg 
Sadler Photography

    by Mike Burtch
    Nearly 600 cyclists competed in the Grit & Gravel on 
March 17. The race started and ended at Portage Lake 
State Park. The challenging 50k course winds through 
Waterloo Recreation Area on primarily gravel roads and 
includes steep climbs and rolling hills.
    Riders from all over Michigan as well as Ohio and 
Canada, and as distant as New York, Washington, and Utah 
were attracted by the unique geologic area of lakes and 
hills. Mike Casey of Aberdeen Bike & Outdoors, Chelsea, 
described the course as “a hidden gem in southern Michigan 
supporting all kinds of biking and enjoyment of nature.” 
    The Wolverine was a two lap or 100k (60-mile) race, while 
the Black Bear was a 50k (30-mile) race. Special categories 
for Fat Tire and Single Speed competition were included as 
well as a 50k Tandem grouping. There was also a 10-mile 
ride. In addition to biking competitors, about 24 volunteers 
and 100 or so observers and family members were in 
attendance.
    Weather conditions were very good for March with 
sunshine and temperatures into the 40s. Road conditions 
were tougher with snow and ice in areas, and all riders 
received a degree of mud coating. Local rider, Tom Clark, 
of Munith, described the stretch of Cassidy Road as 
“particularly rugged.”  Other local riders included Deb Roels, 

of Munith, and Traci Brown, of Gregory.
    Lori and Gary Rideout, of Pittsburg, had typical responses for the day. Gary enjoyed 
the course and wanted to stop and take pictures. Lori, a first-time competitor, loved the 
courteous and supportive riders. She particularly enjoyed the mutual support of other 
female riders. Approximately 20 percent of the field were women.
    Angela Webster, of Kitchener, Ontario, Candada, a second place finisher in Women’s 
100k, uttered a response that was representative of the group’s, saying, “I love to ride in 
Michigan.”
    For more information, see https://epicraces.com/event/g-and-g/.

Bees from page 5
    Enticing cavity-nesting bees, such as mason bees, may 
take more effort. Cavity nesters prefer to build their homes and 
lay their eggs in east-facing wood tunnels. To create a more 
appealing habitat, drill holes into old logs, set out bundles of 
bamboo with open ends, or purchase bee houses to replace 
every few years to prevent disease. 
    Feeding bees can be as easy as taking no action. We can let 
our land go native and avoid killing dandelions and other early 
blooming flowers. An alternative is to plant flowers, vegetables, 
fruit trees, flowering trees, and anything that flowers. Keeping 
a diverse landscape will serve to attract more bees and provide 
food throughout the seasons. 
    Along with food, bees need clean water. Adding a few flat 
rocks to a birdbath will provide safe landing pads. Consider 
making a fountain or pond. Even putting out shallow dishes and 
keeping them filled with fresh water can help bees survive.
    Digging and tilling the land, cutting trees, filling in wetlands—
nearly any change to the natural environment can destroy a 
bee’s habitat. The use of pesticides will kill insects, but bees 
are insects, too. Herbicides kill weedy plants that provide 
sustenance for bees. Fungicides destroy beneficial yeasts and 
microorganisms in bees’ guts, causing malnutrition and other 
health issues. 
    Leave chemicals on store shelves, and save time and 
money.
    A word of caution: Bee friendly plants may seem perfect for 
bees, but how the plants are treated makes a critical difference. 
Large retailers often apply a class of pesticides that alleviates 
their employees from having to spray. These additives contain 
neonicotinoids that roots readily take up and provide long 
term protection from plant-damaging insects. But once a 
plant internalizes  this pesticide, the chemical contaminates 
everything the plant produces, from its sap and seeds, to its 
pollen and (unfortunately for bees) its nectar. When tested, the 
nectar will show low levels of the pesticides. But the more the 
bees eat, the more the poison accumulates in their bodies. 
    Plus, neonicotinoids act like cigarette nicotine and cause 
bees to become addicted. Craving the drug, the witless 
creatures consume ever more of the contaminated nectar. 
    Avoiding neonicotinoid-treated plants can be a challenge 
because they are seldom labeled. The best solution is to buy 
organic or shop at a trusted retailer willing to answer questions.
    If we have ever wanted to be super heroes, here is our 
chance. We can save the world by saving the bees. 
    See article on Stockbridgecommunitynews.com for source 
and reference information. 
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Rural 
perspectives
    Photos and column by Rose Collison
    Even though March came in like a 
lion, signs of spring are showing. Tulips 
and daffodils nudge their way toward the 
light, lilac trees are sprouting buds on 
their branches and pussy willow trees are 

 

Let your local 
independent 

agent shop for 
you, and find 
the coverage 

you need. 

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS 

Abbott & Fillmore 
Agency, Inc. 

517-851-7777 
www.InsuranceMichigan.com 

Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008

Daffodils nudge their way toward the light.

blooming. Red-winged blackbirds have returned, as have the robins. 
Geese are scouting for places to lay their eggs.
    Our area, in its own version of the Swallows of Capistrano, 
welcomed the return of majestic sandhill cranes on Feb. 21.
    It’s time to start thinking about sharpening our gardening tools and 
selecting our flower and garden seeds. Mother Nature and Ole Man 
Winter are bound to cooperate soon and let us scratch in the soil.
    I never plant my flowers or garden until after Mother’s Day, and for 
good reason. When my brother, sister and I were growing up, Mom 
used to recite an old Czech adage: “You don’t plant until after the 
three Ice Kings come: Pankrac on May 12, Servac at May 13, and 
Bonfac on May 14.” I go by that adage to this day and have, in turn, 
retold the story many times to my own children.

Pussy willow trees are blooming.

Geese scout a place to lay their eggs. Tulips peek through the mulch.

Buds are popping out on lilac branches. Sandhill cranes return on February 21.
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HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED
Phone: 517-851-7500 | Fax: 517-851-7917

17154 M-106, Stockbridge
Hours

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5
Saturday 9-3

Closed Tue & Thur
Gary  517-861-6029 | Ben  517-861-6027 | Sam  517-861-9203

Chili maestros, dust off your recipes. The American Legion 
Riders are rolling a cook-off into town

The American Legion Riders donate to a wide range of charities, all with an 
eye toward helping veterans, and plans are underway for one of the local 
chapter’s most popular fundraisers. L-R: Jean Buurma, Debi Kunzelman 
and Becky Whitaker meet at Cravingz to plan the American Legion Riders 
ninth annual Chili Cook-Off. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

    by Patrice Johnson
    At first glance, an observer may assume that American Legion Riders are all about riding 
motorcycles, but you know what they say about ass-u-me. The Riders donate to a wide range 
of charities, all with an eye to helping veterans, and plans are underway for one of the local 
chapter’s most popular fundraisers. April 14 the Stockbridge Mackinder-Glenn Post 510 will 
host its ninth annual Chili Cook-Off.
    “It’s a lot of fun,” planning committee member Becky Whitaker said. “We have vendor 
booths, 50-50 drawings, and door prizes donated by the community.” She said the event will 
host up to 16 chili-cooking contestants. “There’s also a contest for the best-decorated booths, 
and some get pretty elaborate,” she added. Whitaker said vendors pay no entry fee, and hot 
dogs will be available, along with alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.
    “It’s open to the public.” Debi Kunzelman chimed in with a smile. “Last year, more than 200 
people attended.”
    “We had moved the date from February to April, so other Legion Riders could attend,” 
Whitaker said, “and we had clubs visit from as far as Garden City.”
    Jean Buurma explained that a panel of judges will award first-, second- and third-place 
cash prizes and plaques. “The first-place winner will also have his or her name engraved on 
a plaque displayed in the Legion Club room,” she said and then talked about the People’s 
Choice competition. “Each person entering the door pays $5 to sample the different chilis, 
and they’re given two tokens.” She gestured as she spoke. “They stroll from chili station to 
chili station and vote with their tokens for their favorites.”
    When asked how many people comprise the planning committee, Whitaker grinned at her 
two compatriots. “You’re looking it.”

    Owning a motorcycle is one prerequisite for membership in the American Legion Riders, Whitaker said, plus each Rider must also be member of the American Legion, 
in the Auxiliary, or a member of the Sons of the American Legion. “All the funds go toward veterans and to help with veteran causes,” she said. Rider funds have helped 
replace the Legion Hall roof and repave its parking lot, Whitaker said, adding, “We donate to Outreach along with many other organizations that help our vets out.”
“Don’t forget the Tide Me Over program,” Buurma added, “and the school robotics program.”
    Kunzelman pointed to lettering on her pink sweatshirt that read ‘One last treat.’ “Can you guess my personal favorite?” she asked. Then she explained how the 
veteran-founded, nonprofit organization brings comfort, companionship, and compassionate treatment to senior animals.
    According to its website, the American Legion organization counts more than 110,000 American Legion Riders among its ranks nationwide. Its chapters, the website 
states, “are well known for their charitable work.” Meanwhile, here in Stockbridge, three devoted Riders are plowing through project plans and checking off their to-do 
lists, all to make a difference in their local community.

 

      For more
    information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

LAST WINTER MARKET
Saturday, April 14 ~ 11 am to 3 pm

First Presbyterian Church ~ CEB
Lunch & local music until 2 pm

MAY 4 ~ OPENING DAY On-the-Square
Lake Divide Farm returns &

introducing Steffey Farm - Para Para 
Creamery Cheese

Village trustees approve contract for building inspection in effort to 
move BA Sports debacle forward
    by Abigail Walls
    Inching toward a solution for the condemned downtown building that spans the distance from Cravingz to the pharmacy, the Village Council this month approved a 
contract establishing a new building inspector for the Village of Stockbridge.
    The resolution approved at the March 5 meeting established a contract between the Village and Associated Government Services (AGS), designating AGC employee 
Bert Gale as the Village’s building inspector and zoning administrator. The establishment of a Village building inspector may help resolve an impasse with local 
businessperson Judi Cook, owner of Cravingz and BA Sports. Cook’s BA Sports business, located at 122 S. Clinton, has been on hold since Jan. 16, more than seven 
weeks since an independent architectural consultant determined the building was not safe for habitation. (See Stockbridge Community News,

http://stockbridgecommunitynews.com/architectural-consultant-calls-for-immediate-evacuation-of-
downtown-stockbridge-retail-building/) and http://stockbridgecommunitynews.com/village-council-
moves-forward-on-budget-and-blight-as-ba-sports-remains-closed/)
    Stockbridge Township building inspector, Charlie Barnum, had been working with Cook to resolve 
South Clinton Street property issues with mixed results. Then at the Feb. 5 Village Council meeting, 
discussions were held regarding dropping the township’s building inspector and contracting an 
outside firm. On Feb. 20, the Township notified the Village it would cease to subcontract building, 
mechanical and electrical services, requiring the Village to work quickly to establish its own 
inspector.
    Cook’s struggle to bring her building, which makes up roughly two-thirds of the Village’s 
downtown commercial space, back online has been something of a flashpoint for the community. 
During the public comment period, community members spoke in defense of Cook’s business 
and expressed their disappointment in both the lengthy process Cook has gone through and the 
Village’s action in contracting with AGS.
    “I wanted to express my frustration tonight with what I call the nitpicking and what I perceive to be 
power struggles regarding the local business here,” former village councilman Howell Wynne said 
during public comment. “I want to say the issue is creating a very bad image for how we treat small 
business in this town. Of course, the image is not always the truth, but what’s in the eyes of the 
beholder speaks truth to them.” Wynne added a piece of advice. “I believe it’s time for all parties to 
sit down, get involved, and figure out what’s step one, two, three and four.”
    The council and Cook arranged to meet Tuesday, March 13, to discuss next steps for her 
beleaguered building.
    See Village on page 11.
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Student of the Month

    Article by Cindy Lance
    When asked to name any recent accomplishments, 
eighth-grader Rylee Tolson rattled off statistics from an 
indoor track and field event at the 14U Youth National 
Championship in Ypsilanti where she broke a state record.    
    “I ran the 3000 in 10:22,” she said of an eighth-grade 
race and “the 1500 meter race in 4:55.” 
    Come to find out, this athletic brunette is a two-time 
national champion in indoor track and field, and she 
recently received the Coaches’ Award…in basketball.
    Junior high principal Joe Wenzel described the teen in 
terms of her work ethic and attitude. 
    “Rylee Tolson is a focused, mature and diligent 
worker,” he stated. “She produces high-quality, thoughtful 
assignments. Rylee asks excellent questions and helps to 
facilitate discussions. She is kind to her peers and leads 
through her positive choices and behavior.”  
    What stood out most to Tolson’s eighth-grade math 
teacher, though, was her student’s exceptional intellect. 
Lissa Avis described her student as rarely missing a single 
point in her class’s rigorous mathematics curriculum. “As 
a matter of fact,” Avis said, “she frequently pushes the 
boundaries of the course with her questions during class. 
Her admirable positive attitude and passion to excel in 
academics are energizing to the classroom. What a great 
kid!”
    Tolson says she enjoys mathematics and science 

“because I love to challenge myself to complete the problems that earlier I thought would be 
impossible.” She says she also enjoys science “because I find it interesting the way that everything 
connects in the world, and how doing something small could affect the entire world.”
    Having attended Stockbridge Community Schools since preschool, she finds “the school’s very 
friendly and open to all kinds of people, despite not being very diverse.”
    Tolson looked to her parents, Ronald and Rosemarie Tolson, and to her family as the greatest 
influences on her life. “I owe everything to them, my achievements, my grades, everything. Without 
them, I would never, ever do anything in life, and I am very grateful for how supportive they are of me.” 
    Older brother Ronald, or Ronnie as she calls him, introduced her to running and “always tries to 
push me toward my goals, in every way he can.” 
    Eldest sibling, Ryan, an MSU student, inspired a love of the oceans in her, she said, through making 
her watch Shark Week when she was very young and through his studying marine biology/zoology in 
college.
    She is “so so so so thankful” to her teachers “because I know that whenever I have a question, they 
will either already know the answer and immediately explain it to me, or look for an answer for me.”  
    Tolson appreciates the area’s open and peaceful qualities, and she likes Stockbridge school’s 
“friendly environment.” She said she rarely hears negative comments about others, and when they are 
uttered, “almost immediately there is another person who steps up to say how amazing that person 
really is.” She also likes the school size. “I have friends in every class, and I can talk and collaborate 
with them.” 
    Tolson is hoping for full-ride scholarship to college, possibly in cross country and track. Her future 
field of study? “A degree in marine biology,” she replied, “or veterinary medicine.” 
    She said she tries to stay mindful of a saying, author unknown: “I run because I can. When I get 
tired, I remember those who can’t run, what they would give to have this simple gift I take for granted, 
and I run harder for them.” 
    As far as role models go, Tolson looks up to her her first generation, American-born grandmother. 
“Once a job has begun, never leave it till it’s done,” she said, quoting her grandmother. “Be the labor, 
big or small, do it well, or not at all.” 
    In addition to running and basketball, she likes to play trumpet in the school band and is involved in 
National Junior Honors Society, robotics, and Yearbook. 
    “I love to read, hang out with my friends, and listen to music,” she said, “and I just want to say that I 
honestly love school.” 

Stockbridge Community News is 
grateful to SRSLY for sponsoring 

‘Student of the Month’

Stockbridge Community News is pleased to launch this column in order to recognize outstanding 
students, nominated by Stockbridge Community School teachers and administrators.

Rylee Tolson

Stockbridge native plays 
role in Olympics

As athletic trainer for the Olympic 
team, Karen Ocwieja provided support 
and medical care to the athletes. “You 
have to look at quads,” she said, “a 
four-year cycle to get to the Olympics. 
The main goal is to minimize injuries 
and keep the athletes healthy, so they 
are able to compete.” Photo credit US 
Speedskating

    by Cindy Lance
    If you watched the 
2018 Winter Olympics 
opening ceremony, you 
may have caught a 
glimpse of a Stockbridge 
graduate walking 
proudly with Team 
USA. Karen Ocwieja, 
daughter of John 
and Nancy Ocwieja, 
was named the U.S. 
Speedskating Short 
Track head athletic 
trainer in 2015 and 
made the journey to 
support her team in 
this year’s games in 
Pyeongchang, South 
Korea.
    “It was truly a once in 
a lifetime experience,” 
Ocwieja said of 
participating in the 
opening ceremonies. 
“This is not common and 

to be able to do so was an honor.”
    As athletic trainer, Ocwieja provided support and medical 
care to the athletes. “You have to look at quads,” she said, 
“a four-year cycle to get to the Olympics. The main goal is to 
minimize injuries and keep the athletes healthy, so they are 
able to compete.”
    Before the games, athletic trainers plan ahead to handle 
injuries by knowing the available medical facilities and having 
necessary supplies. Once onsite, there are many meetings at 
the venue with staff, she said.
    Ocwieja watched the athletes and their commitment to the 
sport grow over the past three seasons.
    “They work so hard for years to get this chance,” she said. 
“After all the sacrifice, it is inspiring to watch them do their best 
and perform in the sport they love.”
    Prior to Ocwieja’s current role, she spent a year operating 
her own business in Montana, and three years working at the 
Lake Placid Olympic Training Center providing health care 
services to Olympic and Paralympic athletes. Additionally, 
she served on the medical staff for the United States Olympic 
Committee during the 2014 Winter Paralympic Games in 
Sochi, the 2014 Four Nations Cup for USA Hockey and the 
2012 Bobsled/Skeleton World Championships.
    “For me, all of this started in Stockbridge,” Ocwieja said. 
    See Olympics on page 11

Rylee Tolson is a two-time national 
champion in indoor track and field, and 
she recently received the Coaches’ 
Award…in basketball. Photo credit 
Cindy Lance
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Trust is earned. We are committed to doing what it takes 
to uphold our pledge to protect our Great Lakes while 
safely meeting Michigan’s energy needs.

We have been listening to the concerns of the people 
of Michigan about protecting water, and have formally 
entered into an agreement with the State of Michigan. 

Seven new ways we’re 
protecting Michigan’s water

Find out more at enbridge.com/MichiganAgreement

Proudly
delivering
energy in
Michigan.YEARS

65

This agreement includes seven key actions that we are 
undertaking to move toward a long-term solution for the 
future of Line 5.

Learn more at 
enbridge.com/MichiganAgreement 

    Brian P. Sommer, CFP a 
private wealth adviser with 
Ameriprise Financial Services 
Inc. in Okemos, has qualified 
for the company’s Circle of 
Success annual recognition 
program and will be honored 
for this achievement in 2018.
    To earn this achievement, 
Sommer established himself 
as one of the company’s 
top advisers. Only a select 
number of high-performing 
advisers earn this distinction. 
    As a private wealth adviser, 
Sommer provides financial 
advice that is anchored in 
a solid understanding of 

Brian P. Sommer achieves 
Circle of Success 
recognition at Ameriprise 
Financial

client needs and expectations, and is delivered in one-on-one 
relationships with his clients. Brian Sommer has served the 
Okemos area since 1980. For more information, please contact 
Kelli Fenstemaker at 517-349-2880 or visit the Ameriprise office 
at 2182 Commons Parkway, Okemos, MI 48864. 

Village from page 9
    The use of private companies for municipal services is fairly common in Michigan, and the 
University of Michigan’s CLOSUP survey finds that 35 percent of municipalities report that they are 
unable to fill critical positions to deliver the desired level of service themselves.
    During the recession years following 2008, many communities cut budgets by eliminating their 
inspector positions or simply not replacing employees once they retired or quit. Contracted services 
have presented themselves as an attractive middle ground that allows municipalities to maintain 
local control over inspections and permits while avoiding the expense of retaining their own full-time 
employee.
    Village trustees voiced concern that the fees for permits and inspections set by AGS might be 
more than residents are accustomed to paying or may exceed rates set in the surrounding area. The 
Village resolution provided to Stockbridge Community News for this report did not specify the cost, 
and AGS’s Gale explained the difficulty of establishing set fees, as many aspects of properties affect 
cost.
    “If you start comparing properties in other communities around here, I’m not sure what other 
communities’ rates and fees are other than the ones that we do around here,” Gale said. “We do the 
City of Williamston, Locke Township and Vevay Township.”
    AGS is headquartered in Richland, MI north of Kalamazoo. In addition to the Village of 
Stockbridge, it has contracted with the communities throughout greater Michigan, including 
Charleston Township, Village of Chesaning, Climax Township, Ionia County, Lansing Township, 
Lawrence Township, Locke Township, Paw Paw Township, Ross Township, Village of Schoolcraft, 
Vevay Township, and the City of Williamston.

Olympics from page 10
    “I had great teachers with good foundations and made the most of everything that was offered. 
Even though I am thousands of miles away, I am an SHS alumni, and from that I springboarded into 
college,” she continued. She credited her background, networking and making good impressions for 
carrying her forward. As far as advice to others, Ocwieja suggested to “watch for opportunities and 
be willing to take risks.”
    Now that the Olympics are over, Ocwieja will leave shortly for the World Championships.
    “My husband and I are just enjoying life right now with our dog,” she said, although lessons and 
memories linger from her Olympic experience. “My takeaway is that you never know what path 
you are going to go down.” Ocwieja added that while her lifetime dream was always to go to the 
Olympics, the path that culminated in her actual participation was far different than the one she had 
imagined and was not attributable to a singular event.
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Pickup & Delivery Available

David Davis
Owner

2070 Fitchburg Rd.
Stockbridge, MI  49285

All Makes & Models, Offering New  & Used Parts

Small Engine &
Equipment RepairDavis

(517) 563-3280 │ M-F 8 to 5 pm │ Sat 8 to 2 pm

Seeking Fallen Vet Information for Memorial Day Remembrance
The Stockbridge Community News 
wishes to honor deceased veterans 
by publishing information about 
them. Please complete and return 
this form with information about 
your deceased military family and 
friends before April 10.

Email to Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail a printed copy to Stockbridge Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Contact name / Person submitting form:

Address:

Email:

Phone:

Fallen service member’s full name:

Date of birth:                   Date of death:

U.S. conflict and theater (if applicable):

Describe role in military and honors if any:

Gormley and Johnson
LAW OFFICES, PLC

Local Attorneys & Counselors at Law — Committed To Your Goals

John L. Gormley, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

517.851.7014, Ext. 104

Christopher S. Johnson, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
517.851.7014, Ext. 106

101 E. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville │gormleylawoffices.com

A reflection on past choices from prisoner 
Donovan Buckner
    by Judy Williams
    Dear Readers,
    In the February edition, the Stockbridge Community News printed questions to and responses 
from Donovan Buckner, a prisoner in the Oaks Correction Facility. We felt readers would be 
interested in what led him to a lengthy prison sentence and what kind of a life he is now leading 
in prison. Part one in the February edition prompted some negative reactions from readers. SCN 
hopes that this series will be read by young men and women who will then realize that their 
actions have consequences. 
    Buckner has granted permission to print his address (Donovan Buckner 981139, Oaks 
Correction Facility, 1500 Caberfae Highway, Manistee, MI 49660), and he has indicated 
a willingness to correspond with those who have questions. Prison regulations require all 
correspondence to be made in black ink, blue ink, or a graphite pencil and to include contact 
information. Below are SCN’s questions and Buckner’s responses:
    My Day in Prison:
    What is your living facility like? Is it a dorm style room with several men or a cell with how 
many others? Please describe your living conditions.  A: Currently because of my level it’s a cell 
with only one other person. Some prisons have cube settings with six to eight inmates in a cube. 
The temp in my cell stays cold. Since I’ve arrived at my current facility it’s been very depressing 
with the living conditions. Let’s just say I’ve lived in a lot worse, and it could be a lot better.
    Your letter stated, “living in prison is stressful.”  Please tell us about the worries and fears? A: 
You never know what’s going to happen every day. This is a world all of its own. Everything you 
know from not being incarcerated goes out the window when you’re locked up. A fear or worry 
I have is that one day someone is going to kill me. I know that’s a slim chance, but it’s a fear 
everyone has in prison.
    When do you get up and when do you go to bed? A: On an average weekday I wake up at 5 
a.m. and go to bed at 11 p.m. On the weekends I wake up at 7 a.m. and go to bed at midnight. 
You can also get call outs. When you have a “call out” to see the doctor or get new state issue 
clothes, you get a sheet [of paper] with [information] on it the night before.
    What is the food like? A: The food is horrible. Sometimes it has no flavor and other times it has 
too much flavor. The MIchigan Department of Corrections (MDOC) says as long as the food is 
edible, serve it. The food company contracted my MDOC is Trinity Food. The food is bottom of 
the line quality. Food served to us is always raw and cold. Sometimes we get moldy bread or a 
rotten potato in our mashed potatoes. 
    How is the food served? A: The food is served by other inmates in a serving line. Word of 
advice, never upset a person on the serving line. They will spit in your food.
    Do you get to select what you eat? A: You have your main dish or a substitute with no meat. 
Then you have restricted diet meals for Muslims, Jews, and other religions or diabetics, high 
blood pressure, etc. 
    Do you eat as much as you want or as much as they give you? A: You eat a much as they give 
you. Sometimes you leave the chow hall full, and other times you leave still hungry. My joke is “I 
just burnt more calories from coming and going to the chow hall than what I ate.”
    What do you do all day? (Some people say that prisoners just sit around and watch TV all day. 
Is that true? A: Yes and no. That can be true depending on your security level. [Levels] (4,5) are 
in their room 95 percent of the day, so there’s not much to do . Level (1,2) get to move around 
all day other than at count time. We do get a chance to go outside every day. During the spring, 
summer and fall you can play softball, basketball and many other sports. I just go outside to 
exercise and hangout with a group of my “tight nit friends” or as close to friends as they can be. 

I would lie if I said only one thing was the worst part of being in jail. 
If I had to choose, it’s being away from my children and family. The 
loneliness is a hard thing to deal with. 
    You just mentioned children. How many children do you have? 
Did you ever marry? A: I have four children my two oldest are twins 
at 4 years old this February 25. My middle child is about to turn 3 
and my youngest is currently 1. No, I never married. I had plans to 
marry when I caught my case. I only know my oldest 2.                                                                     
    Do you attend any counseling or other type of class that 
discusses what went wrong in your life and how to make changes 
for when you are released? A: I do attend counseling with a 
therapist about my life and how I can change my future for the 
good. I also see them about some past traumatic incidents also 
to help me overcome those barriers in my life. But yes, the parole 
board requires us to takes classes like advanced substance abuse 
treatment (ASAT) which is a cognitive/substance abuse and other 
classes you might be able to check out on the MDOC website.
    Are you able to take classes or get any kind of training to help you 
get a job when you get released? A: The MDOC allows all inmates 
a chance at education, either GED/ABC (a vocational course) or a 
credited college course.    
    Did you pass your GED? A: I currently do not know. They have 
not received the results, but I KNOW I PASSED!--not to sound 
arrogant.      
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Lock it or 
lose it
    by Chief Johnnie Torres Jr.    
    Like most of us, I am 
looking forward to spring. 
What I am not looking forward 
to is the increase in crime 
often associated with warmer 

weather. One such crime is the breaking and entering 
of vehicles. With comfortable temperatures comes 
increased foot traffic in the Village. Most out walking 
at night are upstanding citizens out to enjoy the peace 
and quiet of an evening stroll. However, some out at 
night are opportunists looking to take advantage of an 
innocent mistake, as in a car door left unlocked. 
    One of the most common complaints to police 
agencies involves theft from parked automobiles. 
According to the U.S. Department of Justice statistics, 
larcenies from automobiles make up about 36 percent 
of all reported larcenies. Although the total dollar value 
of stolen property in these crimes is generally low, the 
amount of police resources required to investigate 
these crimes is considerable. These crimes also 
increase resident fears that their community is unsafe. 
This is untrue, of course, but fears are not necessarily 
rooted in reality.
    The Stockbridge Police Department has taken many 
of these complaints over the years, and I cannot recall 
a single incident in which the perpetrator actually 
damaged the car via a broken window, pried door, 
etc. Rather, the door was simply opened and property 
taken, as in loose change in the ashtray, cellphones or 
other electronic equipment. 
    Please remember to lock your cars and your homes. 
Gone are the days when a resident could leave 
everything unlocked. We all must remain vigilant to 
lower our chances of becoming a victim. 
    Here are some tips to help decrease the odds of 
your vehicle having something stolen:
        1. Lock the doors. Even if just going in for gas or 
            a pop. It takes only a few seconds to become 
            a victim. 
        2. Increase lighting around your home 
            or driveway.
        3. Keep valuables out of sight or stored in 
            compartments. Criminals look inside your 
            vehicle for valuable items. 
        4. Completely close windows and sunroofs.
    In taking these few simple, preventive measures, 
you can make the future warm-weather nights 
more enjoyable and feel secure knowing you have 
substantially decreased the likelihood that your car 
may be broken into as you sleep or enjoy time away. 
Don’t become a victim. Lock it or lose it!
    Be vigilant, be safe.
    Chief Torres, a native of Flint, began his career as a reserve police officer before joining 

the City of Lansing Police where he served for more than 14 years. He joined the Stockbridge 

Police Department in 2009 and became its chief in 2011. He holds a bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Michigan-Flint and is married with two adult children.

Grandma’s secret to a long life
    By Amy Heydlauff
    This month I attended a memorial service 
for my grandmother who died closer to the 
age of 104 than to 103. Not surprisingly, all in 
attendance spoke of her long and satisfying 
life, and I believe I may have identified her 
single greatest secret to this achievement. 
    She did many of the things they talk about 
in “The Blue Zones,” a book about pockets 

of people on earth who live the longest. As far as her health habits, many were as 
one might expect. Of course, she ate well with a focus on whole grains, fruits and 
especially vegetables, at least until her last decade when she indulged her sweet 
tooth. Unlike many who live alone for decades, she prepared real, balanced meals 
for herself.
    Most of her life she was active. She gardened, growing and preserving much 
of her family’s produce. She also raised five children in a time when parents 
walked upstairs to check on their children rather than depending on a monitor. In 
one of my earliest memories of Grandma, I recall walking into a darkened room 
and discovering her doing yoga. For decades, Grandma stretched, balanced and 
focused through her yoga practice. 
    Grandma, who loved a good party, went to speakeasies during Prohibition. But 
by her mid-30s, she crossed tobacco and alcohol off her list of pleasures. She gave 
them up for good and never looked back. 
    She was fully engaged in the world. She believed her life had purpose and 
sought opportunities to provide value to her days and the days of the people 
around her. Right up until her last few years she learned. And learned. And 
learned. She read everything, followed politics closely and wrote her local and 
national elected officials regularly. She also wrote to her family. She was a master 
correspondent, and this activity kept her connected to the world around her. 
    When in her early 90s, Grandma gave her minister a letter she wanted read at 
her funeral. It sat sealed throughout the years, and we were intrigued to hear from 
her, from the grave. In it, I believe, lay the key to her long and satisfying life. 
    Like the centenarians in The Blue Zones, Grandma was a person of faith. To the 
end she trusted in a higher power, and she gave thanks for the blessing of her life. 
    We weren’t surprised to hear her humble thanks, but we also knew this gratitude 
wasn’t her default mode. She worked her whole life to become her best self, and 
she gracefully accepted the painful things that inevitably occurred. I believe a 
big part of the reason she lived so long stems from the fact that she was always 
striving. She never saw herself as a finished product and kept working to grow. 
    Whatever we want to change about, enhance or banish from our lives, we need 
to keep working toward achieving those goals. That is the legacy Grandma left, and 
now she has earned her peaceful rest. 
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

We offer many products...
 give us a call or stop by.

517-851-7500
17154 M-106, Stockbridge

HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5 • Saturday 9-3 • Closed Tue & Thur

Stockbridge Community Schools Winter 2018 
Sports Team Awards Photos by Heather Asquith

Kyle Lilley - Basketball Madi Howard - Basketball Tayler Varner - Bowling Victoria Rattai - Bowling Ashley Gunn - 
Competitive Cheer

First Team All-League

Kassidy Allen - Competitive 
Cheer

Ron Tolson - Bowling Ashley Blanzy - Bowling Madison Aiken - Bowling

Second Team All-League

Stockbridge Community News gratefully expresses appreciation to Hickory Ridge Farm and Feed for sponsoring this page.

Honorable Mentions
 • Chris Hall (Basketball)
 • Chelsey Asquith (Basketball)
 • Emily Breslin (Basketball) 
 • Cassandra Chapman 
(Competitive Cheer)
 • Corey Marshall (Wrestling)
 • Darrick Kraatz (Bowling)
 • Tyler Gipson (Bowling)
 • Ashleigh Maze (Bowling)
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Stockbridge Boys Varsity 
falls to Leslie in Districts

Kyle Lilley soars for 2. Photo credit 
Steve Photography

    by Steve Doran
    The Stockbridge 
boys varsity 
basketball team kept 
it close to the end, 
but could not prevail 
against a tough Leslie 
Blackhawk team, 
losing 55-50 in the 
district game. 
    Stockbridge was 
led by Christopher 
Hall, who added 18 
points. Kyle Lilley 
grabbed 7 boards and 
14 points.

Kael Bunce wins 
Wrestling District

    Photo and 
information by 
Heather Asquith
    Kael Bunce 
won the district 
championship in 
the 125-weight 
class.

World-Famous Harlem Wizards coming to Stockbridge Community Schools
    Get ready Stockbridge: A high-flying, slam-dunking, rim-rattling basketball show is coming to town! 
    The world-famous Harlem Wizards will visit Stockbridge Community Schools on Monday April 30 at 6:30 p.m. for an evening of great fun and 
fundraising. The Wizards will play a game against our Stockbridge Panthers, a team of administrators, teachers and community leaders. Proceeds will 
benefit Stockbridge Community Schools’ Athletic Department.
    The event will feature a variety of fun interactive extras to complement the Wizards’ dazzling demonstration of hoops artistry: Pregame “Wiz Kids” 
warm-up, contests, comedy, awesome slam-dunks, audience participation, merchandise giveaways, and more. The game will conclude with the Wizards’ 
signature dance extravaganza that will have the crowd on their feet!
    “We are delighted to host the Wizards,” says Meghan Kunzelman, Stockbridge Community Schools, athletic director. “They are superb showmen who 
deliver fantastic all-ages entertainment for a great cause.”
    Founded in 1962, the Wizards have played over 15,000 games throughout the U.S. that have raised over $25 million for schools and charitable 
causes. The Wizards have also played in over 25 foreign countries on five continents.
    Tickets are priced as follows:
    General Admission ($10 advance and $12 at the door)
    Reserved Courtside Plus ($25)
    Reserved Courtside Plus ticket holders receive front row seating and meet privately with selected Wizard players before the game for a meet-and-greet 
and show. Only 50 available.
    The home team players will be thrilled to play in front of family, friends, fans and spectators will delight in seeing their beloved teachers, principals and 
community leaders run the court. Come out and cheer—you will not want to miss this fantastic experience that will benefit our most precious resource: the 
kids.

Stockbridge Community News gratefully expresses appreciation to Kootsi Quilting for sponsoring this page.
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Save up to
$12,000 off MSRP

of any 2018 Chevrolet
Silverado 1500.

* See sales associate 
for details.

S T R E N G T H 
 YOU CAN 

DEPEND ON.

www.chelseachevy.com | 734-475-8663 | 2038 McKernan Dr., Chelsea

Double your tire rebate 
when you use your GM 

or BuyPower Card.
* See service advisor for details.

Up to $100
mail in rebate on the
purchase of a set of 

four tires.
* See service advisor for details, 

some exclusions apply.

Mention this ad for
$25 OFF

any four wheel alignment.
* Most makes and models, 
some exclusions. Not valid 
with any other offers. See 

 service advisor for details.
Mention this ad for

$10 OFF
any oil change service.
* Most makes and models, 
some exclusions. Not valid 
with any other offers. See 

 service advisor for details.

Union 4 Life charity to host annual 
family-friendly Bowling Night

    by Hope Salyer
    The Ann Arbor Electrical Joint Apprenticeship Training Center’s 
Union 4 Life breast cancer charity will host its annual Charity 
Bowling Night on Saturday, April 14 at the Airport Lanes Bowling 
Complex in Jackson, Mich.
    Tickets for the event are $30 per person or $55 per couple and 
include three games, shoe rental costs and dinner. Activities at the 
event will include bowling, a silent auction, 50/50 raffle and a cash 
bar. All proceeds from the event go to the University of Michigan 

Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Breast Cancer Research program.
    “The Bowling Night is a great family-friendly event for all ages,” Union 4 Life member 
and Stockbridge High School graduate Pat Ulanowicz said. “You can come out, listen to 
music and spend quality time with your whole family while supporting a great cause.”
    Founded in 2012 by the AAEJATC Training Director John Salyer and the AAEJATC/
IBEW Local 252 apprentices, Union 4 Life has raised more than $70,000 for the UMCCC. 
The charity has raised $20,000 each year for two consecutive years, and it is hoping to 
increase that number in 2018.
    “The events we host and the money we raise all go directly toward funding breast cancer 
research,” Union 4 Life Public Relations Director Hope Salyer said. “Our donations help 
get research started at UMCCC before grants can be obtained, which allows the doctors to 
focus on their research rather than worry about getting funded.”
    Union 4 Life has hosted many fundraising events to help raise money including annual 
golf outings, 5K walk/runs, bowling tournaments, sporting clays, archery shoots and 
motorcycle poker runs. The charity’s next fundraiser will be the 5th Annual Charity Golf 
Outing at Eagle Crest Golf Course in Ypsilanti, Mich., on Saturday, April 14.
    For more information on the Bowling Night or 5th Annual Golf Outing, visit 
www.facebook.com/Union4LifeCharity or www.union4lifecharity.wixsite.com/home.

Bankruptcy might
be the answer.

Save your home
and get rid of

credit card debt.

DROWNING IN DEBT?
MCGivney Law Firm, PLLC

104 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285

517.851.7507
No charge for initial consultation

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people
file for bankruptcy relief under the

Bankruptcy Code.”

Redi-Mix Concrete • Septic Tanks
CONTRACTORS &
HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!
Open Mon-Sat
Fowlerville 555 Van Riper Rd • 5

17-223-5000 • W
WW.BIGOSPRECAST.C

OM  

 EQUIPMENT
RENTAL

Mini Excavators with hydraulic grapple
Track & tire skid steers

Attachments - auger, trencher, grapple bucket
50’ JLG Manlifts

Self propelled & pull style
Concrete Buggies

Daily & Weekly Rental
Pick up or Delivery

GRAVEL DRIVEWAY
RESTORATION
& GRADING
LAND RESTORATION

SITE MAINTENANCE 
TRENCHING

DRAINAGE
DEBRIS REMOVAL

517.375.2789
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“Where kindness
         and excellence meet”

120 E. Main St., Stockbridge 
517-851-8455pauldobosdds.com

    Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. There is no charge for this public 
service. Full obituaries are also available for a fee.
 · Harry M. Barnett - died Feb. 19, 2018 - burial and services Feb. 24, 2018 - Mount Olivet Cemetery
 · Philip J. Clark - died March 6, 2018 - services March 17, 2018 - First Congregational Church
 · Kody J. Krusinski - died March 15, 2018 - services March 25, 2018 - Charles R. Step Funeral Home

Death Notices People in our community – Making a 
difference: Spotlight on Alma Back

    Article and photo by Cindy Lance
    On any given Sunday, Alma Back can be found 
making announcements in front of the congregation 
in Munith United Methodist Church. The latest was 
the “toilet paper challenge.” At least once each 
year, Back makes a competition out of toilet paper 
collection for Stockbridge Outreach. 
    Members of the church draw a small piece of 
paper with either a smiley face or a star, the kids 
make posters for each side of aisle to identify the 
collection sites, and the race is on. 
    Back announces that there is a twist this time. 
    “We are collecting toilet paper until we hit 2,400 
rolls!” she said.
     Several times each year, Back also organizes 
collections of items in support of Stockbridge 
Outreach’s “Tide Me Over” program that provides 
100 backpacks of food to kids each week. Outreach 
is not the only organization that Back tirelessly 
supports. 
    Over the years, she has volunteered in 4-H cake 
decorating and been a den mother for Boy Scouts. 
She also served many roles at Munith United 
Methodist Church, which she started attending as a 
4 year old.

    This spunky volunteer with a giving heart is a lifelong resident of Stockbridge, and 
graduated from Stockbridge High School in 1956.
    “When I was younger, there used to be a theater in the Town Hall,” she said. “We would 
go there every Saturday for a show, and then we could walk across the street to Stanfield’s 
grocery for a 5 cent bottle of root beer.”  
    Back met her husband, Al, on a blind date. They wed in 1958 and were married for 56 
years before he died. They have two sons and three grandchildren.

    Back’s focus throughout her life has been outreach, love and service. When 
there is a need, she is there with a helping hand, a meal or companionship. She 
does this not for praise or recognition, but simply because it is part of her nature. 
“Always try to be honest with everyone, work hard toward your goals, and always, 
always help others,” she said. “There is always someone in need.”
    This giving spirit can be contagious, as members of the Munith congregation well 
know. Inside the church on the “Smiley Side,” the pile of donated toilet tissue rises 
so high the pastor is almost hidden from view.

Dewey School: Still ringing 
students back to class

From 1844 to 1963, a full 119 
years, Dewey School operated 
as a one-room country school 
in District 15 in Waterloo 
Township, Jackson County.

    Article submitted by the Waterloo 
Area Historical Society from archived 
information
    From 1844 to 1963—over the course 
of 119 years—Dewey School operated 
as a one-room country school in District 
15 in Waterloo Township, Jackson 
County. The first school, constructed 
when farmers drove to market with 
horse-drawn wagons, was constructed 
of logs, heated with a wood stove 

and had no running water. To call pupils together, the teacher rang a 
hand-bell. The Deweys, Owens, Hawleys, Cromans, Kleins, Willmores, 
Mayers, and probably many others helped start the school.
    As the number of settlers grew, the building became overcrowded with 
pupils. 
    See Dewey on page 20.

Uncaged Student News wins Silver 
Crown at CSPA Nationals

    by Nathan Myers
    The Stockbridge Schools 
Uncaged news team 
earned a Silver Crown from 
the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association for its print 
and web publications for the 
second year in a row. The 
CSPA crowns were announced 
at the national convention held 
in New York City over the St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend. Crown 
Awards honor top student 
publications and are selected 

The Uncaged News Team in Dallas attending 
the National Scholastic Press Association 
Award Ceremony. Back Left: Will Cox, Abbey 
Salyer, Matt Hill, Arianna Gomez, Logan 
Connolly. Front Left: Lauren Morris, Zabrina 
Yannella, Kali Roskwski, Anna Baird, Cami 
Ford, Cassandra Chapman Photo credit 
Elizabeth Cyr

for overall excellence in a head-to-head comparison. During Crown 
consideration, publications are judged on their excellence as shown 
by their design, photography, concept, coverage and writing.

On any given Sunday, Alma Back can be 
found making announcements in front 
of the congregation in Munith United 
Methodist Church. The latest was the 
toilet paper challenge.
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Lady’s Tea

Sponsored by Gee Farms &
Stockbridge Area Garden Club

Proceeds will be donated to SCN.

Wed ~ May 16 ~ 2 to 3 pm
$30 per person—incl. beverage, sweets 

and teacup succulent garden craft.
Please mail payment by May 9th to SCN

P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137.
Make checks payable to Gee Farms. Limited

to 30

Dewey from page 19
    One evening in 1884, while a group of adults was holding 
a meeting in the school, a portion of the building collapsed. 
The structure was later condemned for school purposes, 
and a new brick building was erected at the present 
location. In 1885, the building we know today as “Dewey 
School” was completed.
    No one knows for sure why the school was named 
Dewey. But one of the most likely explanations is that  
Solomon Dewey, a local carpenter with five sons to 
help, did much of the work. In early days, a carpenter or 
cabinetmaker made all the furnishings for the school. Black 
boards, wide boards planed very smooth and painted black, 
were where the teacher put the lessons. Because paper 
was scarce, most pupils had a slate that they used for 
arithmetic, penmanship, spelling and grammar.
    The Waterloo Area Historical Society acquired Dewey 
School in 1963. The interior, furnished with a wood stove, 
desks, books, blackboards, and lunch pails, re-creates the 
look and feel of a turn-of-the-century school.
    Students from several counties spend a half day during 
May or September immersed in the one-room country 
school experience. During this time, many volunteers 
are needed to facilitate the educational program. For 
additional information, please call 517-851-8745 or check 
the website: www.waterloofarmmuseum.org. Dewey 
School, 11501 Territorial Road, Stockbridge, 49285, is near 
the corner of Territoral and Mayer Roads off Michigan 106.    

AP courses: A golden nugget in 
Stockbridge School’s curriculum

    by Cassandra Watson
    Most parents, students, and employees of Stockbridge 
Community Schools know that the school system supports 
exceptional educational programs for its students. Many are 
undoubtedly aware that local students continue to perform above 
average in all standardized testing. But how many realize that the 
school system also supports a robust and successful advanced 
placement course program?
    In fact, the Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School 
currently offers six AP courses in biology, physics, calculus, 
English, computer science principles, and world history. Plus, 
administrators hope to add a seventh course, U.S. History, during 

the 2018-2019 school year.
    Given the statistics, the priority the school is placing on its AP offerings can hardly be over-
estimated. According to the website of the College Board, which administers the AP program, “Over 
the last 10 years, both the number of U.S. public high school graduates who’ve taken an Advanced 
Placement® (AP®) exam and the number who have scored a 3 or higher on at least one AP Exam 
have increased by about 70 percent.”
    Jeff Trapp, principal of SJ/SHS, summarized the school’s perspective in an email, “AP coursework 
prepares students for college, based on the workload of the course, high stakes testing, and the 
rigor of the content.” He added, “AP coursework enables an educator to increase the depth and 
breadth of content covered. It also provides great opportunities for relevant coursework that mimics 
what a college-aged student would be exposed to.” 
    Trapp indicated that a total of 97 students are currently enrolled in AP courses at Stockbridge, 
with 15 of those students taking two or more AP courses. “From an administrator’s perspective, the 
benefit is the rigorous and relevant curriculum, as well as the opportunity for students to gain college 
credits while still being in high school,” he said. 
    In addition, AP students are more likely to graduate from college on time, and timely graduation 
results in earlier entry into the workforce and lower overall college costs. 
    Stockbridge Community Schools offer more AP courses than Dansville, Leslie, and Webberville 
schools with their two, five, and zero AP courses, respectively. Compared to significantly larger 
Pinckney and Williamston Schools, which list 10 or more AP courses, Stockbridge Community 
Schools remain competitive, despite fewer financial resources. 
    “Stockbridge wants to provide opportunities for our students that prepare them for their future,” 
Trapp said. “AP courses are a great opportunity [for students] to excel in high school and prepare for 
college.”

Stockbridge schools find ‘LINKS’ 
to success

Hunter Alvarado has participated in the 
LINKS program since its implementation. 
Pictured above with escort Anna Baird, 
Alvarado was crowned the 2018 Coming 
Home King for Winterfest on Feb. 17. Photo 
credit Frazzini Photography

    by Cindy Lance
    Students with disabilities often face extra challenges 
in the classroom. But the Stockbridge Community 
Schools district discovered that some extra help and 
emotional support from a classmate can make a big 
difference.
    Parents Greg and Mary Mezo 
are “impressed with all the things 
and programs that Stockbridge 
Community Schools offer.” They 
called the LINKS program the “best 
so far” that they have seen in action.
John Twining, the school social 
worker, along with other staff, 
including Mary Waterhouse, worked 
to implement the program.
    “LINKS are the students who help 
students with disabilities, especially 
students with autism and cognitive or 
emotional impairments,” he said. “We 

call the students they help ‘buddies.’”
Twining said LINKS students attend classes with their buddies and provide 
social, emotional and academic support for success in the classroom—and the 
experience benefits both groups. 
    See LINKS on page 21.
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(517) 648-6982                        Rob Clark (owner) 
Installation ~ Refinishing 

LINKS from page 20
    LINKS students receive a high school credit, learn about 
disabilities and the helping professions. 
Buddies are able to attend classes that they might not otherwise 
be able to take, and they are able to learn, firsthand, the social and 
academic skills necessary to succeed in the world.
    “Many students who have completed the LINKS program have 
gone on to study in the field of teaching and special education, as 
well as physical therapy and other helping professions,” Twining 
said. “Some LINKS are not interested in these fields, but simply are 
learning the skills of mentoring and about autism and emotional or 
learning disabilities.”
    As for the buddies, most “become increasingly independent and 
need far less LINKS support as they progress into their junior and 
senior years of high school,” he said.
    Twining describes the most satisfying and rewarding part of the 
program in one word: magic. “Seeing the independence of these 
buddies grow, as they learn alongside their peers in the least 
restrictive environment, is amazing,” he said. “These students stay 
in their communities and are part of the general education student 
body.”
    More than four years ago, the Mezos, previously of Grand Rapids, 
researched schools and decided to settle in Stockbridge because 
of the support of the staff and commitment to students with special 
needs. Their son, Stockbridge High School senior Hunter Alvarado, 
has participated in the LINKS program since its implementation. 
    His parents describe him as a “shy and kind boy that, like so 
many others diagnosed with autism, was capable of so much more.”
    While he is still shy, this program has helped him socially, they 
said, adding that the buddies understand Hunter and his triggers 
and help him through those situations. 
    As for Hunter, he was crowned the 2018 Coming Home King for 
Winterfest on Feb. 17.
    The Mezos said the “community has embraced LINKS and the 
students it serves, and LINKS is good for everyone, a win-win.” 

    The complaint was that a subject threatened to go on a shooting spree if his claim was not handled 
the way he wanted it. The subject who was accused of making the threat stated that the statement 
was generic about why people go on shooting sprees, was intended to express frustration, and not 
intended as a threat. Officers found the individual was not in possession of firearms and did not 
appear to have ready access to any. The case is being forwarded to the Prosecutor’s Office. An officer 
assisted the Fire Department at the scene of a tree that was down blocking the roadway on Bowdish 
Rd east of Worden Rd. An officer was requested to assist the Stockbridge Police Department in 
checking on the welfare of a subject that may be suicidal. It was determined that the subject was at 
another residence in another jurisdiction and the Stockbridge Police Department was notified of this.
    3-3: An officer was dispatched to a residence on Doyle Rd to assist medical personnel with a 
subject requesting an ambulance for a medical condition. An officer was dispatched to a residence on 
Doyle Rd to assist medical personnel with a subject requesting an ambulance for a medical condition.
    3-04: A man who resides on Unadilla Road reported that he was assaulted by his wife during an 
argument. After an investigation the woman was arrested and lodged on charges of domestic assault.
    3-05: An officer was dispatched to a Williamsville Road residence to assist medical responders on a 
call for a medical problem.
    3-07: An Officer responded to a garbage truck that had slid into the ditch in the area of Michigan 
36 and Kane Road and was laying on its side. M-36 had to be shut down to tip the vehicle back onto 
its wheels and tow it. A Trailblazer was reported in the ditch near Unadilla Road and Doyle Road. It 
was not in the area when an Officer responded. An Officer was dispatched to an alarm at a Tamara 
Drive residence. It was determined that it was set off accidentally by the homeowner. An officer was 
dispatched to assist fire and emergency medical personnel with a medical emergency at a residence 
on Doyle Road.
    3-8: A traffic crash was reported in the area of Oliver Court and Williamsville Road involving a Chevy 
Traverse and a Dodge journey. A domestic dispute involving a family member, one of whom was 
reported to be making suicidal statements, was reported at an undisclosed address. One person was 
transported to the hospital by ambulance for psychological evaluation. An officer assisted the Pinckney 
Police Department by conducting traffic control at that scene of an injury accident in the Village.

Police from page 6

    3-9: An officer assisted the 
Livingston County Sheriff’s 
Department by locating a 
vehicle that had fled from the 
scene of a crash they were 
investigating. The vehicle 
was located in the downtown 
Gregory area.
    3-10: A welfare check was 
requested for a person living in 
the Kaiserville area who was 
reported to be depressed. An 
officer made contact and found 
the person was not in need of 
assistance.

Festival of Tables brings joy and laughter to Stockbridge 
community while raising funds for SAEF
    Article by Bruce Brown photos by Judy Williams and Jennifer Hammerberg
    Guests were treated to 29 tables decorated to the “nines” at Heritage School March 24. The 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation hosted 222 people at the 15th consecutive Festival of Tables 
featuring 222 auction items, about 25 percent live and 75 percent silent. 
    Proud winners of the fiercely competitive table decorating contest were: first place, Stockbridge 
Lioness and Lions Club MASH themed table; second place, Animal Blood Resources International Mardi 
Gras table; third place SSB Bank Baloons Galore; and an honorable mention for the Stockbridge High 
School Staff Welcome to the Jungle.  
    The event raised over $24,000, which will be reinvested in the community through educational grants 
and scholarships.  
    Foundation President, Jennifer Hammerberg, expressed her heartfelt thanks to the community for 
their generous support and participation.

First Place

The Stockbridge Lioness and Lions Club won first place. 

Second Place

Third Place
Animal Blood Resources won second place.

SSB Bank won third place.

Honorable Mention

The Stockbridge High School Staff won an honorable mention.
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1st

8
Guest Appreciation Day!

Sunday, April     th

2 to 4 PM
Cake and beverage

No purchase necessary

join
us!

Back Street
BAR AND FAMILY RESTAURANT

Military receive 10% off every day!
114-118 N. Center St., Stockbridge

517-851-YUMM (9866)
backstreetrestaurantbar.com

Having a party? We have a  room available
or we have kegs and beer to go!

SPECIALS AND EVENTS
Tuesday thru Friday 4 to 6 pm ~ Happy Hour: 16 oz

domestic draft beer for $1.00
Tuesdays ~ Kids Night Out: $1.99 meals
Thursdays 5 to 9 pm ~ Bike Nights: food and

drink specials
Thirsty Thursday ~ Free Pool!
Fridays ~ Fish Fry: all you can eat or single serve

cod, perch or catfish (Cajun or regular)
Saturdays ~ Steak Night: Prime Rib, NY Strip,

Ribs and more!

May 13 from 10 am to 2 pm ~ Mother’s Day Brunch

Open 11:30 Daily • Noon Sunday • Closed Monday

$3.00 off
Any meal 
over $20

Exp. April 30, 2018

Staff spotlight: Kerri Allen teaches the joy of reading
    by Amy Haggerty
    Teaching children how to read is one of 
Kerri Allen’s special talents, and for the past 
23 years she has bestowed the gift of the 
printed word to Stockbridge Community School 
children. She thinks of her students as “my 
children when they are in my classroom,” and 
she likes to connect with their families.
    Allen, who is currently teaching a first- 
and second-grade split classroom at Smith 
Elementary, says her golden rule is “Be safe, 
respectful and responsible.” She teaches 
students to “never, ever, give up.”
    Principal Brad Edwards described Allen as 
one of the most dedicated and caring teachers 
he knows. “She has an awesome ability to 
reach each and every student, so they can 
maximize their potential,” he said. “She prides 

herself in having positive connections between home and school to build 
great relationships with each one of her families.”
    Allen credited her mother, retired high-school secretary Mary Carpenter, 
for convincing her to take her first education class.
    “I was hooked,” Allen grinned. “It’s been my passion ever since.” The 

petite, dark-haired educator also cited Joan Toy, 
one of her elementary teachers, as influencing her 
career choice. She said field trips to Toy’s house 
and a variety of projects left lasting memories. She 
smiled to recall how a totem pole that her class 
constructed stood in front of Smith Elementary 
School for many years.
    Allen, maiden name Carpenter, grew up in 
Stockbridge and attended Adrian College. After 
graduating in 1994 with triple majors in elementary 
education, earth science and family life studies, 
she married Jason Allen, her high school 
sweetheart and a fellow Adrian Bruiser. Together 
the couple raised two daughters, Keana and Ellie. 
Both daughters attended Stockbridge Schools.
    Allen, who brims with Panther Pride, said 
growing up in Stockbridge and teaching here has 
been a dream come true. “My award and honors 
are the smiles that walk through the door each 
and every morning. They each have something 
fun to tell me and a hug to share with me.”

Teaching children how to read is one 
of Kerri Allen’s special talents, and for 
the past 23 years she has bestowed the 
gift of the printed word to Stockbridge 
Community School children. Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty
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A look back in time
    by Diane Rockall
    On April 19, 1888, the Stockbridge Sun printed advertisements 
on its front page. Merchants and manufacturers mentioned were: 
clothing — I.J.Kellogg, dress goods — E.V. Johnson, millinery — 
Miss T.W. Branch, meat market — Elmer Nott, lumber — Stockbridge 
Lumber Yard, W.J. Just proprietor, and Michigan Implement Branch 
in Stockbridge — F. D. Bacon, manager. The editor of the Sun. W. 
B. Gildart, wrote feature pieces on Washington, the Mormons, and 
issues from across Michigan.  Area news announced plans by the 
Stockbridge Union Agricultural Society to hold a fair in October. That 

edition of the Sun was the only 1888 paper microfilmed for the month of April.
    Fast forward 100 years and in 1988, the Town Crier reported the Stockbridge Middle School 
received first place in words and English skills in a statewide competition held in Flint, Mich., with 83 
other schools competing. Later in the month, the Stockbridge Development Association introduced 
plans for a recreational park. Ron Fillmore stepped down as chair of the SDA.
    In 1998, the Town Crier reported on community preparation for Holy Week observances, while 
area churches provided lists of special programs and events. Additional community activities 
included the annual Easter egg hunt on April 11. The Plainfield United Methodist Church planned a 
chicken and biscuit dinner. Phyllis Stowe presided over her first meeting as village president on April 
6. Mike Klinkiewicz from Stockbridge Bowl announced plans for a farmers’ market. Plans for the 
June Day in the village also were announced.
    Dairyman Larry Steffey was one of 42 Michigan Milk Producers recognized for his high-quality 
milk. Stockbridge sophomore Nicole Barnes was ranked second in the country for women’s 
wrestling. Dianne Byrum announced her plans to run for a second term in the Michigan Senate. 
Unadilla held a public meeting to discuss its sewage issues.
    A small sampling of ads which usually ran weekly were: Ransom’s, Tom’s Market, Stockbridge 
State Bank, Gary Adiska, Collins Electric, Pennington, Food Center, and Stockbridge Animal Clinic. 
Elsewhere in the world that April, Britain and Ireland signed the Belfast Agreement. Peyton Manning 
was first draft choice for the Indianapolis Colts, and Animal Kingdom opened at Disney World in 
Florida. Dictator Pol Pot in Cambodia died, as did Linda McCartney, wife of The Beatles’ Paul 
McCartney.
    In 1978, Stockbridge elected officials received salary increases under the new budget. President 
Wendall Barber’s salary went from $1,800 to $2,100 per year plus $20 per meeting. Voters 
approved raises for the clerk and treasurer as well. The Munith Orchestra was scheduled to perform 
at Michigan State University. Six candidates ran for school board. They were Robert Jackson, 
Marge Pollok, Ken Martz, Judy Heeney, David Sweet and Kathleen Smith. Thirty-one students 
were inducted into the National Honor Society. The school board asked for a 2-mill increase in 
the upcoming millage election. Brighton lawyer Mike McGivney opened an office in Stockbridge. 
Area residents were warned of a serious measles epidemic in the area and were advised to be 
vaccinated.
    While these local events were happening, on the national scene the TV series “Dallas” premiered. 
Richard Dreyfuss, Diane Keaton and the motion picture “Annie Hall” all won Oscars. Gary Player 
won the 42nd Masters Golf Tournament. The U.S. Senate voted that in 21 years (1999) the Panama 
Canal would be returned to the government of Panama. A pro-Russian military coup was successful 
in Afghanistan.
    Forty years earlier in 1938, the Stockbridge Brief Sun reported brief summaries on a variety of 
topics. Area farmers were honored at a 10th birthday celebration for Wayne Creamery. The WCTU 
held an essay contest. The Stockbridge Community Club had a movie night. Teams were named for 
an area shuffle board competition and local baseball opened.
    Advertisers were: Fowlerville Hatchery, E.B. Stiles Elevator, Paul’s Cleaning Service, Chapell 
Studio, A.W. Brown druggist and C.W. Glenn Chevrolet. During April of that year, the novel 
“Mistress of Monterey” by Virginia Stivers Bartlett was serialized, two or three chapters per week. 
The Michigan Presbytery planned a gala program for the Young People’s League in Stockbridge. 
Gregory boys Edward Rockwell and Jack Young were selected as attendee and alternate to Boys 
State in Lansing. On the national or world front in April 1938, Joe Louis defeated Harry Thomas for 
the Heavyweight boxing title. Anti-Jewish riots occurred in Dabrowa, Poland, and Austrian Jews 
were required to register property over a certain value. Future governor of California, Jerry Brown 
was born.
    Diane Rockall, a member of the board of directors of the Stockbridge Community News, currently writes “A Look Back in 
Time” and posts the Police Blotter. She also publishes death notices and obituaries on the website when information is made 
known to SCN.

Lakeside Treasures
VINTAGE ITEMS

collectibles, dishes, furniture, 
children’s clothes

HANDCRAFTED ITEMS
quilts, baby blankets, jewelry, 
soap/bath bombs, fused glass

We 
sell

12654 Bunkerhill Rd., Pleasant Lake | 517-748-2030

Young girls with 
kind hearts 
help Outreach

Amber Knoll and Ayla Gerisch deliver the 
purchased products to Outreach. Photo credit Judy 
Brune
    by Judy Williams
    On Friday, March 9, Ayla Gerisch and 
Amber Knoll took action to help people in 
our Stockbridge community. These two kind-
hearted 11-year-olds raised $237 in a bake 
sale held at their school, Heritage Elementary.
    How? Ayla and Amber enlisted family 
members and teachers to donate baked 
goods. Then the girls used the money earned 
from the bake sale to purchase much- 
needed products to donate to the Stockbridge 
Community Outreach.
    Ayla and Amber would like to thank school 
teacher, Mrs. Judy Brune for her help.
    Mom, Meghan Gerisch, stated, “I can’t 
believe the girls came up with this idea to help 
Outreach.  I’m so proud of both of Ayla and 
Amber.”
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Heritage fourth-graders enact living wax museum
    Photos by Rose Collison
    The halls of Heritage Elementary 
became a living Wax Museum on March 8 
as fourth-graders donned period clothing, 
posted written reports, and impersonated 
notable people in history.
    Kudos to teachers Katherine Andersen, 
Luke Thorburn, Angie Nichols, Niki 
Spadafore, and Kendra Morabito for 
undertaking a work-intensive project that 
literally brought history to life to both young 
actors and families alike.Ava Reich as Rosa Parks

Logan Churches as Henry Ford Wyatt Coon as Wright Brothers

Shelby Palmer as Susan B. Anthony Ryali Shackleford as Helen Keller Makenna Cole as Blackbeard

Noah Sandecki as John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy

Shane Whitaker as Ben Franklin Noah Beauregard as Squanto

Kyle Cheesman as Crazy Horse

    Think you know the area? Here’s 
your chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison 
is providing a photo of a mystery 
location within the Stockbridge School 
District. Names of readers who 
correctly identify the subject of the 
photo will be entered into a drawing, 
one overall winner to be selected. 

Announcing: April’s ‘Where’s Waldo’ 
mystery location

April’s winner will receive a $20 cash prize. Thank you to Dorothy 
Craft, Stockbridge Community News reader and advertiser, for 
contributing this prize.
    Congratulations to last month’s winner, Deanna Kruger, for 
correctly identifying the Auction House in Gregory. Deanna’s 
name was drawn at random from other correct entries.
    To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the 
photo and its location along with your name, address and phone 
number. Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com 

Recognize the subject of this picture and where 
it’s located? Enter to win $20 cash. Photo credit 
Rose Collison

or snail mail Stockbridge Community 
News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, 
Gregory, MI 48137.  Entries must be 
dated or postmarked no later than 
April 7.

    Thank you to Dorothy Craft for 
sponsoring this month’s contest, 
and good luck participants!

Stockbridge Community News — Subscription Form
Have an out-of-town family member or friend who would enjoy receiving a paper? Want to 

receive the paper at your vaction home? Purchase a 12 month subscription for $30.

Please mail this form along with payment to:  Stockbridge Community News, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.

Name

Address

Email

Payment Type:   Cash            Check

Stockbridge Community News
Donation Form

Name

Address

Email

Amount
Please mail donations to:  Stockbridge Community News,

P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.
Donations may not be tax deductible.


