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Assault complaint in Stockbridge 
leads to massive drug bust in county

Kody Krusinski, 21, of Stockbridge was arrested 
Jan. 9 on charges related to a felonious assault
 Photo credit Courtesy image

    by Hope Salyer
    A domestic assault call in Stockbridge led police 
to a massive drug bust in Washtenaw County, 
where police found 3,000 milliliters of suspected 
liquid fentanyl and tens of thousands of unidentified 
pills.
    At about 11:30 p.m. on Jan. 9, Ingham County 
Sheriff’s deputies were called to Stockbridge for a 
report of a felonious assault after Kody Krusinski’s 
girlfriend reported he’d physically assaulted her 
and pointed a gun at her, according to a Jan. 16 
Lansing State Journal article.
    En route to the home, deputies stopped and 
arrested 21-year-old Krusinski, of Stockbridge. 
During this process, deputies discovered numerous 
vials of suspected liquid fentanyl and anabolic 
steroids.
    A search warrant was executed the next day with 
members of the Tri-County Metro Narcotics Squad 
at Krusinski’s home in the 4500 block of Shepper 
Road. After finding suspected liquid fentanyl and 

anabolic steroids, deputies located information which led them to a commercial facility in Pittsfield 
Township.
    According to Lt. Greg Harris, during the second search, investigators found: three liters of 
suspected liquid fentanyl, 4 pounds of suspected anabolic steroid powder, tens of thousands of 
various unidentified pills and several hundred vials of suspected liquid fentanyl and liquid anabolic 
steroids.
    At the time of publication, Krusinski had been arraigned in Mason’s 55th District Court on one 
count each of armed robbery, assault with a dangerous weapon, domestic violence and a weapons 
charge. 

Major study recommends comprehensive 
reform to school funding in Michigan

   by Patrice Johnson
    According to Education Week, in 2017 Michigan’s educational performance ranked 35th among 
the 50 states. Results of a major study released Jan. 17 indicate major changes in the state’s school 
funding are in order. Over the past two years, the School Finance Research Collaborative has been 
conducting a statewide survey to re-examine Michigan’s approach to how it funds schools. 
    The effort, composed of more than 250 top business and education experts, found that the base 
per-pupil cost to educate a regular education K-12 student in Michigan is $9,590 per year. This 
figure does not include transportation, food service or capital costs, and it includes pension costs at 
4.6 percent of wages. 
    See Study on page 3. 

Old Katz school to become 
Katz Communities

Cassie Watson shows the plans for Katz Com-
munities. Her mother, Cindy Lance listens to the 
description. Photo credit Judy Williams

    by Judy 
Williams
    Rumors are 
swirling around 
the community 
as to the fate 
of the old Katz 
Elementary 
School in 
Munith, so this 
reporter went 
to the horse’s 
mouth, so 
to speak. In 
January 2016, 
Doug and 
Cindy Lance 

purchased the building and property. Since then, Cindy Lance 
and the couple’s eldest daughter, Cassie Watson, have been 
working to repurpose the building. When asked why she and her 
husband had bought the property, Cindy Lance’s eyes took on a 
faraway look.
    “This building has a special meaning to me,” the Stockbridge 
Community School Board member explained. “I attended school 
here, and every time I go through that building, I picture Aunt 
Barb in the kitchen and my mom in the office.” 
    See Katz on page 3.

Consultant calls for immediate 
evacuation of downtown 
Stockbridge retail building

This sign now hangs outside of the condemned BA Sports 
building in Stockbridge. Photo credit Rose Collison

    by Patrice Johnson
    Sources report that when Judi Cook, owner of BA Sports and 
Cravingz, hired an architectural consultant to look at her buildings 
in the hope of expanding seating for Cravingz, what she received 
for her troubles was a letter of condemnation. 
    See Consultant on page 3.

Over the past two years, the 
School Finance Research 
Collaborative has been 
conducting a statewide 
survey to re-examine 
Michigan’s approach to how 
it funds schools.
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Who we are
    The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization, (IRS 
#C4-4001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print 
newsletter serves nearly 8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the 
Stockbridge school district, reaching approximately 24,000 residents. Our website 
and Facebook pages are pleased to serve more than 20,000 viewers each month 
with a growing list of more than 600 daily followers. Any proceeds beyond one 
year’s operating expenses will be donated to a charity of the Board’s choice.

Our Mission
    To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the local 
Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg community through the collection and 
dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit information.

Our Board of Directors:
Name        Roles and Responsibilities
Patrice Johnson, President     Editor-in-Chief
Molly Howlett, Vice President     Local Government & Nonprofit Liaison. School News
Judy Williams, Treasurer             Chief Financial Officer 
Bev Glynn, Secretary      Gregory & Unadilla News
Rose Collison     Photography
Roberta Ludtke                     Sales and Public Relations    
Diane Rockall                              Historian: “A Look Back in Time,” Obituaries 
Hope Salyer                     Technologist. Graphics Designer. Reporter.
Nancy Wisman                     Operations & Assistant Editor
Adjunct Directors
Mary Krummrey      Graphics Design 
Debbie Nogle                     Business Development
Connie Risner      Sales and Online
Rachel Sweet                              Community Calendar, Billing
Volunteers
Reporters: Lorrie Brooks, Bruce Wm. Brown, Bob Castle, Cindy Lance, Tina Cole-
Mullins, Don Porter and Abigail Walls. 

Contact Us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews
Website: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
Email: stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

    
    We are grateful for the encouragement and support of all who have helped 
 bring the Stockbridge Community News to light. While those who have 
 contributed their time and effort are too numerous to mention here, the News 
 gratefully wishes to recognize our Charter Sponsors for their monetary donations. 
Platinum                                                       $5,000 to $7,999
  SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*
Gold                                                              $2,000 to $4,999  
 Silver                                                                             $1,000 to $1,999 
  Michigan Press Women*       Trinity Health*
  Roberta and Gary Ludtke*       Diane Rockall*
 Bronze                                                          $500 to $999
  Abbott and Fillmore*           Adiska Family Dental*
  Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*              Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*
  Eleanor R. Cosgray*        Five Health Towns Foundation         
  Granger*             Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*                  
  Friend                                                          $100 to $499
  American Legion Post 510*       Andrea and William Stickney*
  Anonymous*        Audrey Price
  Bev and Dave Glynn*            Cameron and Debra Corts*      
  Chuck and Nancy Wisman*       Dale and Sue Kellenberger    
  Donna Erhart*        Don Hannewald Construction      
  Dorothy and Aaron Craft*       Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner*     
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  Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore        Judy and Bob Williams*       
  Kenneth & Evelyn Stoffer        Linda and Clair Risner*       
  Linda Walker, Attorney at Law          Marilyn Potter        
  Minnie Lathrop        Molly and Rick Howlett*       
  Open Air Market of Stockbridge*          Roger Liebman*                  
  Stockbridge Area Arts Council         Stockbridge Area Garden Club*                          
   Stockbridge Community Education*      Stockbridge Lions Foundation*                         
   Taylor Gary and Joan Allen       Vivian May*         
  Warren & Anita Scheppe       Wendy and Mitch Hause*         
  * Charter Sponsors    

Thank You sponsors

Feb. 1 - 17 - Blind Date with a Book, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 1 - Fiber Fun, 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Feb. 3 - Gregory Community Church Clothes 
Closet, 10 a.m. to noon at the Gregory 
Community Church
Feb. 6 - Personalized Technology, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 7 - The Coyote, 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Feb. 10 - Open Air Market Indoors, 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church
Feb. 10 - Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Plainfield United Methodist Church
Feb. 12 - Kids Read to Oliver (Ages 6 & up), 6 
to 6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day Stories and Fun 
(Ages 3-6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the Stockbridge 

Community Calendar
Library
Feb. 15 - Third Thursday LEGO Junior Makers 
(Ages 4-7), 4  to 5 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Feb. 20 - Personalized Technology, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 21 - The Secret Lives of Skunks, 4 to 5 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 23 - Book Discussion Group, 12 to 1 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 27 - CADL Digital Downloads, 4 to 5 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Feb. 28 - Coffee Chat, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Library

Community Calendar 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

DEATH NOTICES 
    Included below are the names of community residents who have recently died 
and of whom we have been notified. The included names were also listed on 
Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you wish to have 
a death notice included in a future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community 
News. There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are also available 
for a fee.
 · Jan C. Greene - died Dec. 18, 2017 - services and burial Dec. 28, 2017 - Stockbridge 
 · Judy (Terrell) Williams - died Dec. 28, 2017 - services Jan. 5, 2018 - Mason.
 · Shelly R. Hursh - died Dec. 30, 2017 - services and burial Jan. 4, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Rosalie N. Brown - died Jan. 6, 2018 - services - Stockbridge
 · Wilma J. Simmons - died Jan. 8, 2018 - services Jan. 15, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Janice E. Lawrence - died Jan. 10, 2018 - services and burial - Chelsea
 · Mary A. Wright - died Jan. 19, 2018 - services Jan. 22, 2018 - Munith
 · Betty L. Caudill - died Jan. 21, 2018 - visitation and services Jan. 24, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Sharon M. McInnes - No specifics given

Draft of Stockbridge Area five-year Parks 
and Recreation Plan now available

Local stakeholders in Stockbridge have been 
working since late summer 2017 to produce 
a five-year Parks and Recreation plan that 
the Village of Stockbridge and Stockbridge 
Township can use to help shape the future of 
open spaces within the local area. Pictured 
above: Eric Rasmussen and LD (Little Dog) 
enjoy a stroll along a local woodland trail. 
Photo credit Kelsey Rasmussen

    by Matt Pegouskie
    Local stakeholders in Stockbridge have 
been working since late summer 2017 to 
produce a five-year Parks and Recreation 
Plan that the Village of Stockbridge and 
Stockbridge Township could use to help 
shape the future of open spaces within the 
local area. A draft plan will be available for 
public review and comment through Feb. 
17. The plan may be found at Stockbridge 
Library – Capital Area District Library, 
the Village of Stockbridge offices and 
Stockbridge Township offices. The plan will 
also be made available online through the 
Village, Township, and 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation. 
     Following public input through surveys 
and feedback, the Stockbridge Parks and 
Recreation Plan Team drafted the plan. 
The plan does not commit the township or 
village to any projects, and the planning was 
not funded with public funds. Stockbridge 
Area Wellness Coalition – through the 5 
Healthy Towns Foundation – funded the 

project. 
     The creation and adoption of the 5-year Parks and Recreation Plan will allow the 
Township and/or Village to partner with other local organizations like Stockbridge 
Community Schools and Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition to work on priority projects 
around Stockbridge. As importantly, having a plan will allow them to seek grant funds 
from the Department of Natural Resources to support different parks and recreation 
opportunities. 
  The edited plan will be brought before the Village and Township Planning Commissions 
on Feb. 27th before going to their respective councils for adoption. For more information, 
please email Matt Pegouskie, 5 Healthy Towns Foundation community investment 
manager, at matt@5healthytowns.org. 



 Let the "GU" Crew Work For You! 
Call for a FREE Consultation. 
Ask about our 100% 

Money Back Guarantee! 
Please inquire about our exclusive 

"Second Opinion" mortgage 
application and our 

 "Buy before you sell" program. 
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Consultant from page 1 Study from page 1

    In addition, the study determined the cost of educating a preschool student, age 3 
or 4, to be $14,155.
    In order to meet Michigan’s educational standards and prepare all students fully 
for jobs and success, the study recommended the following: 
 • Charter and traditional public schools should be funded equally.
 • In addition to the base per-pupil cost, a percentage of the base cost should 
be provided for special education, English Language Learners, students living in 
poverty and programs to provide Career and Technical Education.
 •Transportation costs should be funded at $973 per rider until further study 
can be carried out.
 • Because Michigan’s school district sizes vary widely and small districts 
lack economies of scale, district size must be taken into account, with funding 
increases provided for all districts under 7,500 students.
    In a news release, the School Finance Research Collaborative said it brought 
together the nation’s two leading school funding research firms to develop the report 
and collected data from educators and school districts, public school academies 
(charters), and intermediate school districts all over the state. The announcement 
stated the report “provides the most complete data available on school funding 
and gives policymakers the building blocks to reform the school funding system in 
Michigan.”
    Of note, in Appendix G of the report, “List of Successful Schools,” Stockbridge 
was listed and noted as “above average standard.”
    According to Karl Heidrich, superintendent of Stockbridge Schools, “Equity is 
increasingly a concern for public schools. I am pleased the study is examining 
today’s cost to educate children in school districts across Michigan. A more equal 
distribution of funding for all districts is needed.” Heidrich went on to emphasize, 
“Having an adequate increase in funding for additional resources from early 
childhood through high school would enhance our ability to meet the needs of 
educating our students.” 
    Bob Moore, School Finance Research Project director, said the comprehensive 
analysis shows what it costs to educate every child, regardless of ZIP code or 
circumstance, “and we hope policymakers will use it as a road map to take action on 
behalf of Michigan’s students.”
     “Regardless of whether a child attends a traditional public or charter school, 
they deserve the best possible education, and that starts with establishing a school 
funding program that’s data-driven and works for all students,” said Mary Kay 
Shields, president of CS Partners. 
    The study, launched in 2016, was funded by the W.K. Kellogg, Charles Stewart 
Mott and Skillman foundations, plus more than 22 Michigan intermediate school 
districts and nonprofit organizations statewide. The full Collaborative report is 
available at fundMIschools.org.

Katz from page 1
    For years, Barb Smith served as elementary school cook, and Jan Kitley, as 
school secretary. “It seems like just yesterday, and yet it was 40-plus years ago,” 
Lance mused, and then added, “It’s a great location for assisted or independent 
living apartments, and there is a need in our community.”
    Now two years into the project, Lance admitted that progress has gone 
slower than hoped but is inching forward. “We have created a 501c3, nonprofit 
organization, Katz Communities Inc.,” she said, “which will be an affordable 
assisted/independent living facility serving up to 30 residents for the surrounding 
communities.”
    At this point, Watson piped in, describing with enthusiasm the systematic 
process she and her mother had undertaken in an effort to ensure their project’s 
success. “Our first step was to have a market study,” she said. “This was 
conducted by Plante Moran. This proved that we do have a need for assisted and 
independent apartments in our community.”
    The next step was to put together a business plan, Watson said. “My mom, an 
accountant, worked on the financial issues, while I worked on the resident care 
part.” Watson holds a bachelor of science degree in human biology and a master’s 
degree in public health. She plans to start nursing school in the fall of 2018. 
“Resident care is my interest,” she said.
    See Katz on page 11.

3410 Morton Rd, Box 582
Stockbridge, Mi. 49285

Mike Boyd
Owner/License # 71-11798
boydhc@gmail.com
Boyd Heating and Cooling, Inc.
Bryant Dealer “Whatever It Takes”
http://www.boydhc.com 51
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    After onsite inspection, the consultant, working in conjunction with 
Tiger Construction Management, issued a report calling for the immediate 
evacuation of the building housing BA Sports. Apparently the report 
cited deterioration of the original brick pillars that support the structures’ 
eyebeams.
    On Tuesday, Jan. 16, the Village of Stockbridge, fire department and 
police department all received letters from the engineer stating that the 
building housing BA Sports was unsafe. As a safety precaution and for 
liability reasons, the township building inspector, Charlie Barnum, had little 
choice but to issue a letter of condemnation and post it on the building until 
repairs could be made. 
    Cravingz is reported to be unaffected and will remain open for business. 
Cook indicated she had scheduled a structural engineer for the week of 
Jan. 22.
    It should be noted that although condemnation is an alarming word, 
it may occur for many remedial and temporary reasons. For example, 
a structure is subject to condemnation if a sewer pipe or furnace is 
nonfunctional. Once the cited problem is fixed, a building is allowed to 
reopen. 
    According to Village President Rob Hollenbeck, “the office is working 
with helping Ms. Cook to expedite the repairs needed to get the property 
back up and running and safe.”
    A local citizen remarked that since the structure’s issues could well have 
been in this current condition for the past decade, there is probably little 
need for immediate concern. 
    For details as news breaks, go online to 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 17
Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School 
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For Grades 4–12 
More details will be posted to: 

SRSLYstockbridge.org
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Staff Spotlight: Michelle Burke adds 
STEAM to STEM at Smith Elementary

    by Patrice Johnson
    In 1957 when Russia launched its 
Sputnik satellite, images from space sent 
shock waves across the world. Fear of 
Russian control of the final frontier chilled 
Americans to their bones and roused the 
nation’s competitive spirit. Within a year, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower proposed 
the creation of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, and NASA soon 
grew to spearhead the U.S. space program. 
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy raised 
the ante, challenging the nation to land 
the first human on the moon. Discoveries 
from the space race ushered in a string of 
innovations during the ’70s and ’80s: Hello 
to cellphones and permanent artificial hearts. 
Hello to the first Space Shuttle launch and 
the personal computer. Then came the ’90s, 
and the National Science Foundation coined 
the acronym STEM, based on the idea of 
educating students in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.
    Fast-forward to 2018, and an observer 
will see a fair-haired woman teaching an 
interdisciplinary program called STEAM—
STEM with a capital A because it includes 
art. Here in Michelle Burke’s classroom at 
Smith Elementary School, teams of early 

Michelle Burke took over the STEM classroom at 
Smith Elementary School last year, and added art to
make an interdisciplinary program called STEAM for 
her young learners.  Photo credit Family of
Michelle Burke
elementary students are learning how to make a cloud rain and writing code with 
Scratch Jr. One day they may construct spaghetti towers that hold marshmallows, 
and the next they may outline their hands and bones with crayons on paper, using 
Q-tips to fill in the spaces with cooking oil and holding them to the light for what 
appears to be an X-ray. Around the holidays, they use a chemical reaction to 
construct Christmas ornaments, of course. Using STEAM, Burke sets the stage for 
each kindergartner and each first- and second-grader to learn critical thinking skills 
and to experience eureka moments.
    According to Smith Elementary Principal Brad Edwards, the program is working. 
“When Mrs. Burke took over the STEM classroom last year, she really created 
a sense of purpose and direction for the program. She has such a wide range 
of teaching skills and knowledge of all core areas, including music, art, and 
technology. She uses that knowledge and unique skills when she teaches STEAM 
to make her projects more meaningful and relevant across all curricular areas. By 
doing this, students have expanded their learning from their core classroom and 
can apply them beyond the walls of the school to their own lives.”
    Burke explained that she immerses her students in real-world ideas and teaches 
them to solve real-life problems. “My STEAM classroom focuses on blending 
project-based learning and the design process with activities I plan for instruction,” 
she said. “I often present students with a set of materials and a goal with 
parameters. It is up to them to work collaboratively in planning a solution, trying 
their ideas, identifying problems and making adjustments as needed to reach their 
goal.”
    Colleague Angie Filice and Burke were recently selected to present at the 
2017 miGoogle conference in Fenton. “We shared a few of our projects that we 
developed for teachers of elementary students using Google products in their 
classrooms,” Burke said.
    Not long ago, Burke was awarded a grant to purchase eight Dash robots and 
their operating devices. The Star-Wars-like Dash robots respond to voice, navigate 
objects, dance, and sing. “These will enhance the K-12 coding and robotics 
programs.” Burke smiled.
    Born to parents Paul and Dorothy of Conklin and Ferndale, Mich., respectively, 
Burke grew up in Farmington, where she met, married Don Burke in 1987, and 
taught kindergarten and second grade for six years before coming to Stockbridge. 

She attended Western Michigan University for two years and 
earned her teaching degree at Eastern. At EMU, she completed 
a master’s degree in early childhood education in 2000, the year 
she accepted a teaching position with Little Stars preschool 
at Stockbridge Schools. Burke taught first grade, second, and 
kindergarten prior to launching Smith’s special STEAM class.
    Cindy Lance, a school board member whose son, Isaac, 
has attended Burke’s class, praised the teacher as caring and 
dedicated. “She embraces new ideas, technology and challenges 
each child to success,” Lance said. “Her recent ownership of the 
STEAM offerings at the lower elementary is just another example 
of her commitment to educate and inspire our youth.”
    Together, Michelle and Don Burke have raised daughter Briana 
and son Don. Both children went off to college and now pursue 
careers in the sciences. “My daughter married her high school 
sweetheart, Sam, in 2013.” Burke grinned with pride. “They 
recently became parents to a beautiful baby girl, Madelyn, just 
this past June.”
    What led horse-riding, dog-loving Burke to become a teacher? 
Well, she credits her aunt, uncles and father for their involvement 
in education. Her grandmother taught in a one-room schoolhouse, 
she said. “I suppose,” she added, “it would be cliché to say that I 
chose a career in education because I wanted to have a positive 
impact in the lives of children and their futures, even though it is 
true.” Burke also wanted to provide for her own children and be 
home with them as much as possible. “Being a teacher meant I 
could find a balance between a career and family,” she noted.
    Burke indicated she felt as if she had lived in Stockbridge all 
along. “When I was first hired,” she said, “I remember meeting 
many teachers and parents who grew up here and still are here, 
having raised their families. 
    See Burke on page 5.
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Heritage ~ 3/24/2018 ~ 9 pm 

2nd Place: $200 
3rd Place: $100 

Need not be 
present to win. 

License #R45323 
Visit http://panthernet.net/ 
district/saef/ 
Follow us on Facebook: 
Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation 

Help support the 
Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation 
Proceeds fund scholarships and grants. 

  
 

5 tickets for $20 
or $5 each 

Tickets may be purchased at: 
Smith Elementary 

Heritage School 
JR/SR High School 

Also, tickets may be purchased from any 
SAEF director. 

Burke from page 4
    “Their children are staying here and raising their families. It 
means a lot to have that feeling of belonging and know that what 
you’re doing is valued and recognized by the people who take the 
most pride in seeing what this community is all about.”
    Burke, a S.T.A.R. Award recipient for making a difference in 
Stockbridge Schools, attributed her most memorable moments to 
when students learn how to read. “When a child suddenly realizes 
that he or she can truly say what’s on the page of a book, and 
it clicks, you see that look of amazement in their eyes and that 
knowing expression of I can really do this! It’s magical.”
    Burke emphasized that she shares her greatest 
accomplishment with most early elementary teachers. “When 
20 to 30 students walk through your door each day, you are 
presented with the challenge of providing the best educational 
experience for them.” Students differ, she said, in family 
dynamics, learning styles, emotional needs, health, and cognitive 
development, “yet we are able to devote ourselves to identifying 
what we need to do to help each of them discover their talents, 
skills, strengths and value as little human beings who can do 
anything. We teach them how to count, read, hold a pencil, write 
stories, make friends, clean up and look out for one another. It 
truly is the place where we are laying the educational foundation 
for the rest of their lives.”
    Her advice to students? “Work together,” she declared. “Help 
one another. Collaborate. Celebrate.”
    If travelers could leap across the space-time continuum into the 
future, they might meet the scientist to first make fusion energy 
safe or to perfect an interplanetary carbon ladder. Perhaps they 
would hear this scientist reminisce about a warmhearted, awe-
inspiring teacher who first nurtured his or her love of science, 
technology, engineering, art and math.

Obituary
Rosalie Normagene Brown. 88, passed away 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 at her home in 
Jackson, Michigan. She was born June 1, 1929 
in Leslie, Michigan, daughter of William and May 
Belle (Hatch) Chesney. She graduated from 
Stockbridge High School in 1947.
    On June 30, 1948 she married Robert 
Coleman Brown in the garden of his Stockbridge 
home. This year would mark their 70th 
anniversary. Rosalie is survived by her husband 
and their children: Sue (Russell John) Wagner 
of Gregory, MI; Donald (Margaret) Brown of 
Mason, MI; David (Judy) Brown of Tipton, MI; 
grandchildren: Noel (Paula) Wagner, Jocilyn 
Wagner, Samuel Wagner, Martin Brown, 
Phillip Brown, Brandy Brown and two great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a 
daughter Deborah Brown of Kalamazoo.
    As a full-time homemaker, Rosalie enjoyed 
cooking, gardening, crocheting, china painting 
and writing poetry. When her children were 
in 4-H, she taught outdoor cooking and 
entomology. She led many group outings, 
catching and mounting butterflies and bugs, 
even making the butterfly nets. Many of her 
students received the prized top State Show 

honors. As a past member of the Stockbridge First Presbyterian Church, she taught Sunday School 
for many years. She took great pride in her flower gardens and in the houses she and her husband 
restored in Kalamazoo.
    While living in Kalamazoo, she volunteered at Bronson Hospital. After moving to Jackson about 
15 years ago, her favorite pastimes included feeding and watching the birds and squirrels on her 
deck. About three years ago she befriended a wild stray cat feeding it, neutering and providing it 
with warm shelter and bed on her deck. The family, friends and animals of Rosalie will greatly miss 
her.
    A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. at the Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Stockbridge. The family will receive friends from 1-3 p.m.
    The family would like donations to be given to the Stockbridge First Presbyterian Church.

Photo credit Family of Rosalie Normagene Brown
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A look back 
in time
    by Diane Rockall
    Ninety years ago this month, 
1928, the village of Stockbridge and 
its surrounding communities were 
bustling with renewed enthusiasm. 
Newspapers included columns from 
Plainfield, South Iosco, Munith, 
Gregory, Unadilla, White Oak and 
Millville. Ten years after the Great 

War to end all wars (World War I) the economy was doing well 
nationwide, and we were at peace.
    Early in February of that year Stockbridge announced an open 
(to the public) school day. Morning classes were held as usual 
with spectators looking on. The junior class served lunch, and 
then in the afternoon spectators were treated to a collection of 
featured exhibits in the Stockbridge Township Hall. Students from 
Stockbridge and other surrounding schools staged the event. 
Exhibits featured chemistry, music, physics, antique collections 
and “Fancy Work,” to name a few. The Munith report indicated that 
students from their high school had participated as well.
    Glenn and Lantis opened as a direct factory representative for 
Chevrolet Motors, becoming a forerunner for today’s automobile 
dealerships. At the time, The Coach sold from $585. Prices for the 
variety of new vehicles ran from $375 to $715.
    Carl Hannewald, born in 1853 in Waterloo, died in late January 
of 1928 in Stockbridge.
    Also in ’28, Ford Sales of Webberville suffered a $30,000 fire 
destroying its sales and service garage.
    Thirty years earlier in 1898, G.W. Nichols was selling salt pork 
for 7 cents a pound. That year the ice harvest at Nichols Lake was 
12 inches. Gilliam Mill in White Oak blew up, seriously injuring 
two. Farmer Frances Jesse bought wood for construction of a new 
house.
    There are no filmed copies of area newspapers in 1958, 
although children were born, students graduated, businesses went 
on and people died. An interesting website called Onthisdate.
com lists events that occurred in years gone by. In February 1958, 
the first Explorer 1 was launched and Egypt merged with Syria to 
become the United Arab Republic. Two days later, Gamal Nasser 
became the first UAR president. Later in the month, Ted Williams 
signed with the Cincinnati Red Sox for $135,000. making him 
the highest paid major league ballplayer. In the same month, the 
Dodgers officially became the Los Angeles Dodgers Inc. and the 
comic strip BC first appeared. G. Mennen Williams served as 
governor of Michigan and Dwight David Eisenhower as president 
of the United States.
    In 1988, the weekly Town Crier was filled with articles about the 
potential construction of a Supercollider in the Stockbridge area. 
There were meetings in the township hall as well as in the high 
school. Every paper during the month had some aspect related to 
the Supercollider as its lead article. Secondary articles discussed 
general public support, relocation information, and environmental 
testing. The discussion went on for some time and to this date the 
Supercollider has yet to be built although one was begun in Texas.
    During that time period, Rob’s Pizza, Farmers State Bank, Rob’s 
Ford, and Dancers were major advertisers, along with many others. 
Metalform Fitness opened in Munith in the Metalform machine 
shop owned by Chris Salow.
    Diane Rockall, a member of the board of directors of the Stockbridge Community 
News, currently writes “A Look Back in Time” and posts the Police Blotter. She also 
publishes death notices and obituaries on the website when information is made 
known to SCN.

    VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE Council Meeting January 4, 2018 at 7:00pm
    Meeting called to order by President Hollenbeck at 7:00 pm.
    Roll Call:  PRESENT: President Robert Hollenbeck, Trustee Frederick Cattell, Trustee Patrick Harden, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 
Molly Howlett, Trustee Carmelita Valdez-Weaks ABSENT: Trustee Christina DuWig Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk; Johnnie 
Torres, Police Chief; John Gormley, Village Attorney; Citizens were also present
    Pledge of Allegiance President Hollenbeck led the pledge of allegiance.
    Approval of Agenda MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve the January 4, 2018 agenda as amended to add Blight to 
unfinished business. 
Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
    Approval of Minutes MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden to approve the minutes of December 4, 2017 as amended; to fix the 
sentence to be more understandable regarding Blight.
Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
    Public Comment Tom Wallace discussed his disappointment of blight and unlicensed vehicles in the village. Wallace requested the village 
start enforcing the blight ordinance.
    FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Howlett SUPPORTED by Cattell, to approve the accounts payable as presented by 
Clerk Nogle in the amount of $61,691.90. AYES:, Howlett, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Cattell, Harden,  Hollenbeck NAYS: None ABSENT: DuWig 
MOTION PASSED 
    NEW BUSINESS 2018 Village Council Dates MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the January 4, 2018 agenda as 
amended to add Blight to unfinished business. Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Temp Office Position MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED 
by Valdez-Weaks, APPROVED; to eliminate the temporary position on February 28, 2018.  Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Parks and 
Recreation Plan Howlett discussed the joint Parks and Recreation Plan Masterplan between the Village of Stockbridge and Township. The 
Ingham County Tax Mileage funded over $800,000 for communities to assist in funding for Lakeland Trail Improvements. Color Copier Office 
Machine
MOTION by Howlett SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to authorize the Village resident to enter into a lease for a color copier in the village 
offices. AYES:, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Howlett, Harden, Cattell,  Hollenbeck NAYS: None ABSENT: DuWig MOTION PASSED Dan Cabage 
updated the council on the SAW grant and the condition of the Lift Station. 
    UNFINISHED BUSINESS Water and Sewer Ordinance MOTION by Mullins SUPPORTED by Harden, to approve the Ordinance to amend 
Chapter 34, Article 2, Water System and Article 3 Sewer System AYES:, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Harden  NAYS: Howlett, Cattell, Hollenbeck 
ABSENT: DuWig MOTION FAILED MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Valdez-Weaks to table the Ordinance to amend Chapter 34, Article 
2, Water System and Article 3 Sewer System. Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Municipal Civil Infraction Ordinance MOTION by Mullins 
SUPPORTED by Harden, to approve the Ordinance to amend Article 1, Section 1-6(c)(5) of the Village of Stockbridge Municipal Code. AYES:, 
Cattell, Harden, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Howlett, Hollenbeck NAYS: ABSENT: DuWig MOTION PASSED Owens Property Village President 
Hollenbeck advised the council Owns Property is on the Foreclosure list of properties and to help save monies, the village can purchase 
the property directly from the Ingham County Land Bank without paying attorney costs. Blight Howlett discussed her article that she wrote in 
the Stockbridge Community Newspaper so that people would be educated about the blight ordinance.  Howlett will continue to write articles 
highlighting the enforcement of blight in the village. A committee will be beneficial to assist the office. Hollenbeck informed the council that the 
village will be getting a dumpster as done in the past due.  Hollenbeck would like to wait until after April to allow for the snow to melt.
    Public Comment Mills discussed the water and sewer ordinance as well as blight.
    Council Member Comments Hollenbeck would like to have a special meeting to discuss priorities of projects for the upcoming budget and to 
hire a part-time police officer.
    Attorney Comments None
    ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:10pm.  

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

 

Meeting minutes

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES January 15, 2017
    Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to order on January 15, 2018 at 7:32pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at the meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris Lauckner, Trustee Terry Sommers, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell. Member absent from meeting: None
    Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Supervisor CG Lantis
    Moment of Silence: 7:33 pm
    Lauckner motion to accept the agenda with the amendment of adding SAESA Resolution to the agenda. Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
    Citizen’s Comments: Discussion Sheriff Scott Wrigglesworth was present and went over 2017 briefly. State records management system is complete Ingham 
County is the first county in Michigan to have all jails on the same system. Evidence issues is fixed. In 2017 all reports with evidence has been checked and 
from January 2017 to November 2017 all evidence is there. Sheriff has ordered 2018 evidence to be checked as well. Ingham county Sheriff can now do blood 
draws at the office so will no longer need to take person to hospital for a blood draw if they refuse to do the breathalyzer test. There will be a sign unvailing in 
the spring for the Grant Whitaker Highway, Sheriff Wrigglesworth will keep the board posted on when that will happen. Ingham County needs a new jail it has 
been in operation for 53 years it has run at full capacity all of 2017 with 76 days being over crowded. 63 Mil project for a new jail will be on the ballot August 
2018 to pay for new facility. Sheriff Wrigglesworth will back June or July 2018 meeting with another update. Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Board meeting minutes from December 18, 2017 as printed Lauckner second All in favor Motion Carried Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Financial Report as printed Lauckner second. All in Favor Motion Carried 
Lantis motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Building Department Quarterly Report as printed Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried. Katrina 
Griffith went over the Stockbridge Township Building Department Annual Report 2017 Township Zoning 28 new permits, Building 44 new permits Pole Barn 
-14, Modulars-1, New Homes-4. Electrical 32 new permits, Mechanical 24 new permits, Plumbing 12 new permits, Driveways 7 new permits, Address 12 new 
permits, Demolition 3 new permits. Village Zoning 6 new permits, Building 20 new permits, Electrical 6 new permits, Mechanical 8 new permits, Plumbing 3 new 
permits, Demolition 3 new permits, Fences 9 new permits, Signs 2 new permits.
    Old Business: Wetherell is working on the Weather Siren he is waiting to hear back from Ingham County Road Commission on what location will work best 
for the siren. He spoke with someone on Tuesday about the permit and they had said it is still in the basket. He will call again and follow up.
The Planning Commission has 2 open seats on it. Supervisor Lantis has spoke with Brian Diffenbaugh and Ryan Cornish about filling the seats. Lauckner 
motion to accept Brian Diffenbaugh and Ryan Cornish for the seats on the Planning Commission Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried. Muraf has 
spoke with Titan Trash and they will be placing a recycling dumpster at L and B Outlets at 420 W. Main Stockbridge for residents to drop off recycling. You can 
recycle paper, plastics, cans, glass, boxes. You will have to place all objects in a clear plastic bag prior to placing in the dumpster. Large boxes must be broken 
down before being placed in dumpster. Thank you L and B Outlet for allowing the Township to place our recycling dumpster on your property.
    New Business: Suzy Greenwood asked the board to approve a usage agreement for the Open Air Market Dates are May, 4, 11, 18(Community Garage 
Sale), 25. June 1, 8, 15 (A Day in the Village), 22, 29. July 6, 13, 20, 27. August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. September 7, 14, 21, 28. October 5, 12, 19, 26. Motorcycle 
Events May 6 All Clubs Ride Coffee, Donuts and Swap Meet. September 16 All Clubs Day (Breakfast at Church, Lions Club lunch and street closings). 
Lauckner motion to accept proposed date for Open Air marker and Motorcycle events for 2018 Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried. Lantis spoke with 
Clyde Whitaker about the Derby Cemetery We will look into this at the budget meeting in March. Lauckner motion that we give Supervisor Lantis permission to 
spend up to $2,000.00 for a snow blower, spreader and multi-purpose brush and other maintence tools as need for the Township. Sommer second All in Favor 
Motion Carried Lauckner motion we will waive MCL211.27B not charged penalty and interest for PTA that are filed after 45 Days. Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried. Lantis motion to accept Resolution 2018-02 authorizing installment purchase agreement entered into by Stockbridge Area Emergency Services 
Authority Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried. Sommer motion at pay the Stockbridge Township Board bills in the amount of $114,292.23 Lauckner 
second All in Favor Motion Carried Citizen Comments: No comments Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge Township Regular Board Meeting at 9pm on 
January 15, 2018 Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried Citizen Comments: Discussion 
    Supervisor Lantis had adjourned the Stockbridge Township Board at 8:36pm Sommer second All in favor motion Carried

BM



From the superintendent’s desk
    by Karl Heidrich
    It has been a very cold winter so far this season. 
    I sometimes receive inquiries on the threshold regarding frigid 
temperatures and wind chill factors that cause school to be closed. 
A variety of factors are part of the decision, including the amount 
of time children are waiting at bus stops and the amount of time 
students are walking to school. Generally, the superintendents in 
the Ingham ISD service area work together through established 
guidelines and thresholds for extreme cold and wind chill 
temperatures. Each local superintendent will then make the final 

decision and determination for their individual district. If the temperature/wind chill 
reaches minus 20 F, our school district will likely close. 
    Below is the National Weather Service/NOAA Wind Chill Chart which outlines 
frrostbite times when Wind Chill temperatures near minus 20 F.  
    I am looking forward to warmer weather and spring!
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Did you know?
    by Molly Howlett
    The Village of Stockbridge office and police 
department are still located in the former Middle 
School. They aren’t moving,  and want you to know 
that the entrance is in the rear of the building off 
Cherry Street.
    As the weather warms and the snow disappears, 
activities in our community increase and people want 

to advertise what is happening. Everyone should be aware of the rules 
that govern public advertising:
Sec. 18-49.  Littering.
    (2) Posting.
    a.  No person shall attach, place, paint, write, stamp or paste any sign, 
advertisement or any other matter upon any lamp post, electric light, 
railway, telephone pole, shade tree, or fire hydrant, or box covering the 
same; or any bridge, pavement, sidewalk or crosswalk, public building, 
or any property belonging to the village or any article within any park 
excdept a public official authorized to do so in an official capacity.
    b.  No person shall attach, place, paint, write, stamp or paste, any sign 
advertisement or any matter upon any house, wall, fence, gate, post, 
tree, or treebox, without having first obtained the written permission of the 
owner, agent, or occupant of the premises.
This means no signs along the right of way between the sidewalks and 
street, but you can put up signs on private property with the owner’s 
permission. 
    Molly Howlett, a founding director of Stockbridge Community News, serves on the Village Council, 
Township Planning Commission, 5 Healthy Towns, and Parks & Recreation boards. An active Lioness, 
she taught English and Spanish at Stockbridge High School for many years before retiring in 2004.

In other words, no signs 
along the right of way 
between the sidewalks 
and street, but you 
can put up signs on 
private property with 
the owner’s permission. 
Photo credit Connie Risner

Public 
announcements
S.A.E.S.A. annual subscription application now available
Stockbridge Area Emergency Services Authority (S.A.E.S.A.) has sent out its annual subscription application. If 
you have not yet received one, please return the form below to 125 S. Center St., P.O. Box 336, Stockbridge, MI 
49285. You may also pick up forms from Farmers State Bank in Stockbridge and Munith; Stockbridge State Bank 
in Stockbridge and Gregory; Township offices in White Oak, Bunkerhill, Waterloo and Stockbridge; and at the 
Stockbridge Ambulance offices. Any questions, please call 517-851-7943.
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Rural 
perspectives
    Photos and column by Rose 
Collison
    With the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays now a memory, most of us are 
tired of snow and cold weather. Time to 
take a few moments to appreciate the 
winter in our local area.
    There is beauty to the snow and ice 

if we pause to notice. Going out to feed the different birds often proffers 
a glimpse of deer and rabbit tracks in the snow as the creatures search 
for a bite of food. The sight of bright red cardinals in snow-covered trees 
and little chickadees flitting about feeders can be invigorating. At times, 
chickadees, made bold through hunger, may settle on the feeder as we 
fill it. Others grab a sunflower seed and whisk off.
    Snow glistens in the sunshine, and some call the sparkles snow fairies 
dancing. Frost on the trees in the morning can be breathtaking. Every 
now and then, stop for a few seconds and take in the charm of winter. It 
awaits.

A cardinal nestles in a snow-covered pine outside Stockbridge.

Ice crystals reflect early morning sunlight.

Frost coats the trees.

 

Let your local 
independent 

agent shop for 
you, and find 
the coverage 

you need. 

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS 

Abbott & Fillmore 
Agency, Inc. 

517-851-7777 
www.InsuranceMichigan.com 

When one plus one adds to more than two
    by Matt Pegouskie
    When I was a director of a small department at Chelsea Community Hospital, my boss, Maggie Morehouse, 
taught me one of the best things I ever learned about leadership and life.
    She said some people lead with an attitude of abundance. Working together, there is enough for everyone. 
Others lead with an attitude of scarcity. These leaders are concerned about getting their fair share. Their 
attitude leads to greed and stingy behavior. 
    That sense of abundance as a result of working together is the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s (5HF) Board 
of Director’s (BOD) approach to grant distribution. The BOD decided to allow the communities – not individual 
organizations – the opportunity to decide how each community’s share of the funds would be used. They are 
working together.
    Even before the 5HF BOD made this decision, the Village of Manchester understood the concept. In 2010 
the organizational leadership in Manchester came together and said to each other “If we compete against each 
other for 5 Healthy Towns Foundation funds we won’t be efficient – no one ‘wins’. But if we come together and 
prioritize our needs, applying for funds together, we will be able to do more with less.”
    What Maggie and Manchester understand is the quirk of nature that allows one plus one to equal more than 
two in certain circumstances. It can’t be explained, really. It’s a feeling and it’s contagious. And it’s fun.
    How do I know it’s contagious? Because I’ve seen it in action many times. As an example, in 2011 
Stockbridge’s new Wellness Coalition decided they needed a wellness center in their community. Commercial 
wellness centers could not be sustained in a community their size. Their enthusiasm spread and soon the 
coalition pulled together volunteers who identified space, demolished existing walls, floors and other existing 
structure, hired a contractor and turned the space into the community’s very own Wellness Center. The 
Coalition, landlord, 5HF, volunteer labor and others came together to do something none of them could do 
alone. Everyone involved is proud of the outcome. One plus one is more than two.
    The same thing happens with individual health. Most of us plug away, all alone, trying to exercise and eat 
veggies. Yet research shows we have more fun and are most successful in a class or with a partner. This 
research is the basis of training classes like pre-diabetes group education (often offered for free in 5HF’s 
Wellness Centers). In addition, you are more likely to complete a weight-loss program as part of a group than 
on your own, by a longshot.
    You are more likely to show up and you will leave more determined and enthusiastic if you are exercising or 
learning as part of a group. You are accountable to someone – both the instructor and your classmates. Group 
workouts tend to push participants further than they’d go on their own. Group exercise leads to a greater “high” 
because endorphins are released from the workout but also from the positive interactions with classmates.
    So for most of us, wherever two or more are gathered, we each benefit to a greater degree. And it’s 
contagious, so pass it on.
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Because 

Everyone 

Deserves  a 

Beautiful 
Smile  

Our Stockbridge location: 
100 W. Main Street 

Phone: 517-851-8008 

Noteworthy Philanthropy
Farmers State Bank donates 
$1,850 to Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation through 
its Casual ‘Because We 
Care’ program

    by Hope Salyer
    The employees of Farmers State Bank recently presented a check for 
$1,850.00 to Chuck Wisman for the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation.  
These funds came from the bank’s Casual Because We Care Program, an 
optional program for employees to wear jeans on Fridays for a small fee.
    According to Chief Marketing Officer Laurie Goodlock, CFMP, “Each year, our 
employees choose a local nonprofit to share the proceeds from this program.”

After sponsoring five families for Christmas, Stockbridge Lions Club president 
Gordie Kunzelman presented a check for an additional $1,000 to Karen Smith for 
Stockbridge Community Outreach at the first regular 2018 dinner meeting of the 
group in the Township Hall, where Karen gave an informative and entertaining 
presentation to the members. Photo credit Andrea Stickney

Pictured from left to right: Dawn Ransom, Craig Goodlock, Chuck Wisman, Jolene 
Hitt, and Sara Bruss. Photo credit Laurie Goodlock

Lions Club presents donation 
to Community Outreach

    Stockbridge Community Schools invites you 
to our Kindergarten and Young 5's Round up on 
March 22, 2018, at Smith Elementary. Please call 
the Smith Elementary office at 517-851-7735 to 
begin the registration process for your child.   
    Families interested in attending Stockbridge 
Community Schools through Schools of Choice 
may also contact Central Office at 517-851-7188 
for more information. 
    We look forward to seeing you there!

Stockbridge Kindergarten Round Up
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The great indoors. We didn’t check 
the forecast for cold weather. Or bring 
out the coloring books and crayons. 
But we did provide the heat so this 
family could enjoy the day together. 
When the energy you invest in life 
meets the energy we fuel it with, indoor 
fun happens.

Katz from page 3
    Step three was to conduct a design study, Watson continued, so the family 
contracted Prominent Design & Build Inc. PD&B’s engineers determined the building’s 
structure was sound and could be fully repurposed, with the addition of a new kitchen. 
“We’ll use repurposed brick in an effort to blend with the existing structure,” Watson 
said, adding that the engineering firm will do the construction work. “We have created 
our bylaws, and now it’s time to create our five-member board. The last piece of the 
puzzle is financing,” she said.
    To make this dream a reality, Lance has been sending out funding requests to 
foundations and private investors. “After the board is established, we will also be able 
to accept private donations. It is our hope to have funding in place by June, so that 
we can start on the construction portion of the project.” If all goes as planned, she 
said, “We have a projected opening date of spring 2019.” Lance expects to hire 11 
employees prior to opening. “Nine staff members will be needed for the direct care of 
our residents.”
    She said maximum occupancy will be 30 residents with two categories of living: 
independent and lower-level care. Five independent living apartments, she said, will 
consist of two studio apartments of 430 square feet, a one-bedroom apartment of 662 
square feet, and two one-bedroom apartments of 710 square feet. All will offer the 
option of coming furnished or unfurnished, and all will have their own kitchens, plus 
one meal a day and weekly housekeeping. “There will be a laundry room for residents’ 
convenience,” Watson added.
    Regarding the lower-level care category, Watson explained that the planned facility 
will feature 10 rooms of 380 square feet, two of 500 square feet, and one of 660 square 
feet to accommodate two residents. “These rooms, too, will be available furnished or 
unfurnished,” she said, adding that lower-level care residents will benefit from 24/7 staff 
monitoring, laundry service, housekeeping, meals, assistance with medicines, exercise 
equipment, exercise classes, and transportation to and from appointments.
    Lance sighed and said, “We have come a long way in our planning since we 
purchased Katz Elementary, but we have a long way to go before our dream becomes 
a reality. This whole project has been a leap of faith.”
    Daughter Cassie smiled and nodded in agreement.

Nationally acclaimed rock ‘n’ 
roll nutrition show tours SHS

    Stockbridge Junior and Senior High hool students recently 
enjoyed a nationally acclaimed rock ‘n’ roll nutrition show, “Jump 
with Jill” in support of health, community and the environment. 
Michigan’s Dairy Farmers in partnership with the United Dairy 
Industry of Michigan (UDIM) awarded the show to 35 Michigan 
schools as part of its Milk Means More initiative. Now in its fifth 
year, the partnership has reached 167,539 students. 

Photo credit Milk Means More initiative
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Mona Moeckel: Turning 97 years old
and family-focused as ever

Mona Moeckel grew up during the Great Depression, kept the home 
fires burning as her husband trooped off to World War II, and raised 
eight children. Front row L-R: Betsy (Moeckel) Lewis, Mona (Mills) 
Moeckel, Sheri (Moeckel) Williams, Wendell Moeckel. Back row L-R: 
RoxAnn (Moeckel) Jarrell, SueZelle (Moeckel) Nottingham, Chita 
(Moeckel) Kunzelman, Kim Moeckel, Tim Moeckel. 
Photo credit Moeckel Family

    by Patrice Johnson
    Mona (Mills) Moeckel has 
witnessed the emergence of 
aerosol cans and movie cameras, 
of jet engines and radar. She 
grew up during the Great 
Depression, kept the home fires 
burning as her husband trooped 
off to World War II, and raised 
eight children. In March this 
petite, compassionate woman 
who was born and raised on the 
corner of North Michigan 52 and 
Dexter Trail in Stockbridge will 
turn 97 years old.
    Born to Claude L. Mills, of 
Stockbridge, and Florence Emily 
Collins, of Cedar Lake, young 
Mona Mills played clarinet and 
oboe in the band and sang in the 
choir while attending Stockbridge 
Schools. As a preteen and 
teenager, Moeckel worked during 

summers as what was then called a hired girl and is 
now referred to as a nanny.
    “I worked for a wealthy family in Bellevue,” she 
explained and then credited the experience for 
teaching her how to cook, care for a family, and “to 
make the best apple pie.”
    A major turning point in Moeckel’s life came 
during her senior year when her mother fell ill, 
and she was called home to care for her. Moeckel 
graduated from SHS in 1939 but had to give up 
her dream of going to nursing school to become a 
surgical nurse. “Sometimes, the fates have a way 
of choosing your life path for you,” she recalled. 
“My responsibilities at home foiled my dreams of 
becoming a nurse. However, I was able to meet and 
marry the man of my dreams and have had a full life 
raising my children.”
    Moeckel said she met her future husband when 
he was engaged to one of her best friends, Betty. 
“Ken was shorter than Betty, and she didn’t like 
dancing with him, so she ended up eloping with 
someone else.” Moeckel grinned. It was then that 
Mona Mills and Ken Moeckel started dating. The 
two asked pastor Arthur Fockler of the Millville 
Church if he would marry them. 
        See Moeckel on page 22. 

 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Feb 3 ~ Daddy Daughter Date Night 
Feb 4 ~ Super Bowl Party: 4 pm to midnight 
Feb 10 ~ Valentine's Date Night / Steak Night 
Feb 13 ~ Kid's Night Out Valentine Crafts: 5 to 7 pm 
Feb 24 ~ Local Live Music Jam: 7 to 9 pm 
March 17 ~ St. Patrick's Day Party / Music & Dancing 
March 31 ~ Lunch with the Easter Bunny: 11:30 to 1 pm 
See our menu & events @ backstreetrestaurantbar.com 

HOMEMADE CHILI & SOUPS 
ROAST BEEF  CORNED BEEF 
MEATLOAF  SOUL CHICKEN 

MAC & CHEESE  BUILD YOUR 
OWN BURGER.  YUMM! 

any Appetizer 
with the purchase of a 

dinner entree. Not to be 
combined with any other 
offer. Must show coupon. 

Future basketball stars:  
K-2nd grade boys & girls

Kindergarten through second-grade boys and girls 
scrimmaging. Photo credit Trisha Rickel.
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What is the 
biggest threat 
to America? 
Opioids, hands 
down

    by Chief Johnnie Torres Jr.    
    I recently attended a training session on opioid addiction and 
the public health crisis that it has become, but many reading this 
are well aware of the harmful impact it has on our communities 
throughout this great nation and certainly here in Stockbridge. I 
wanted to share some recent data that was startling to me and 
underscores the need for us as a community to be more aware of 
this growing threat and to find ways to combat it.
    According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), from 2000 
to 2014 nearly half a million people in the United States died from 
drug overdoses. More recent data, from 2016 show the number of 
overdose deaths attributed to opioids to be 64,000. According to 
the Stockbridge Area Emergency Services (S.A.E.S.A.) data, there 
were 48 overdoses in 2017 and five of those resulted in death. 
We have been fighting ISIS and other terrorist organizations for 
many, many years now overseas and are nowhere even close to 
those numbers of deaths. Again, those deaths all occurred here 
within our borders. Currently drug overdoses have surpassed car 
accidents and gunshot deaths as a leading cause of death from 
injury. 
    Moving from the physical harm to the economic harm felt by 
federal, state, and local budgets, recent data show the estimated 
societal cost of substance abuse in the United States to be more 
than $510 billion, a $60 billion increase since 2005. Furthermore, 
governments are spending nearly 60 times as much on cleaning 
up the mess that comes from opioid addiction, way more than it 
spends on prevention and treatment. It would surprise no one to 
know that nearly 80 percent of crime offenders abuse drugs or 
alcohol or that nearly half of all jail/prison inmates are clinically 
addicted. Moreover, approximately 60 percent of arrested offenders 
test positive for illegal drugs. This is a huge strain on budgets, and 
people are not receiving the help they desperately need. About 
70 percent of people with health problems such as  hypertension, 
major depression, and diabetes receive treatment. However; only 
about 10 percent receive treatment for addictions including alcohol 
and other drugs.
    With all that said, what can we do as a community to help 
combat this growing health crisis?  We can start by educating 
ourselves and seeking help when we see signs of abuse and 
addiction in ourselves or family and friends. Look for signs 
or addiction referred to in this recent training as the 4 “C’s” 
of addiction. (1) Loss of control. (2) Compulsive use. (3) Use 
despite consequences. (4) Craving. Once you see these types of 
behaviors seek help. A good start is with your physician or Families 
Against Narcotics (F.A.N.). I encourage you to visit their website for 
more information, www.familiesagainstnarcotics.org. There is also 
the “Angel Program” run through Michigan State Police, and the 
Stockbridge Police is a cooperating member. Call or come into the 
station for more information about the program. 
    This rapidly growing problem is not going away soon, in fact, 
estimates are that it will get worse in the near future. We as a 
community have to work together to take this monster head-on 
to avert any more destruction of lives. This crisis may not have 
affected everyone, but it may soon. Let’s work together to help 
those individuals whose lives have been destroyed by their 
addiction become productive members of society instead of ones 
who depend on it. 
    Chief Torres, a native of Flint, began his career as a reserve 
police officer before joining the City of Lansing Police, where he 
served for more than 14 years. He joined the Stockbridge Police 
Department in 2009 and became its chief in 2011. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan-Flint and is 
married with two adult children.

Stockbridge starts moving for change

A Neighbors’ Meal Train of beef stew and homemade 
bread is prepared and awaits delivery.

    by Tina Cole-Mullins
    Often people talk about what is wrong 
in the world or our community without 
taking any action to change the issue. 
But many will do good deeds if given an 
opportunity, as on some level everyone 
wants the chance to make a difference. 
As Kevin Costner said in the movie, 
“Field of Dreams,” “If we build it, they will 
come.” 
    The idea of providing a forum for 
people to discuss, brainstorm and 
make a difference became the basis 
behind Wake Up Stockbridge. The 
group represents a growing online 
forum and movement of like-minded 

individuals who support community unity and pride while hosting community projects. But Wake Up 
Stockbridge is much more than that. The true meaning behind Wake Up Stockbridge is whatever 
people as individuals and the community as a whole make it out to be.
    Good deeds
    So far, the group has become an outreach to address many needs since it started in August 
2017. Wake Up Stockbridge’s first project was to provided needed school clothes with the purchase 
of new outfits and shoes for a set of twins. At the same time, other group members gathered home 
medical equipment for an individual about to undergo double knee surgery. The items included a 
seated wheelchair, cane, walker and a shower chair. 
    This was just the start, as volunteers came together to host two community cleanups in town and 
along roadsides. In October, the group gathered donations on the village square for a community 
rummage sale to purchase winter boots for local children, raising enough money to warm the 
feet of 31 local kids. Twenty bags of clothing donations from the sale also were re-donated to the 
Stockbridge Community Outreach. 
    Latest activities
    Already this year, its outreach efforts support an ongoing Meals For Our Neighbors project to 
deliver home-cooked meals for those who are seriously ill, recovering from surgery, or grieving a 
death in the family. The Outreach Focus of the Month project highlights helping a local outreach by 
volunteering or gathering needed donations. All projects and ideas come from members, and the 
projects have made a true difference for many.
    Holiday spirit
    As 2017 came to a close, the Back Street Bar & Family Restaurant hosted a cocoa party for 
the distribution of the winter boots. A cornucopia of items also was collected for a single mom’s 
Thanksgiving basket. In keeping with the holiday spirit and generosity, an adopt-a-family project 
began. Stockbridge Bowling Alley became a collection point for food items for family Christmas 
baskets. A generous donation of a gift card from the Munith Lions was given directly to one family. 
Wake Up Stockbridge was able to give families gifts of toys, clothes, winter wear, multiple gift cards 
and food. The Munith/Stockbridge Area Pay It Forward aided with the needs of yet another family. 
All together, the community effort helped 10 families in various ways, double the original plan of 
five.
    The year ahead
    Where 2018 will take Wake Up Stockbridge remains to be seen, as the group’s projects, events 
and needs are not determined by managers of the group, but by you, your neighbors and anyone 
who simply wants to make a difference. 
    After all, it does not take a village, township or district to make a community — it takes like-
minded people who simply care. Wake Up Stockbridge may be found on Facebook or email at 
www.wakeupstockbridge.com.



14 Stockbridge Community News February 2018

STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Madonna University makes it a  
Stockbridge twofer

Standing: Coach Rachel Steinbarger, Sitting: Alexis’ Mother 
Crystal Rose, Alexis Craft, and Charlie Young.

    by Judy Williams
    Recently, 2017 SHS graduate Alexis Craft signed a letter of intent to play 
basketball at Madonna University in Livonia, Mich. She will be joining her 
former teammate and friend Mackenzie Williams, Class of 2018.
    “Since graduating last year, I have been working to earn money for school,” 
Craft stated. “I’m so excited to receive this basketball scholarship. My dream of 
attending college and pursuing a degree in physical education is becoming a 
reality. Plus, I’m thrilled to be able to play for coach Steinbarger.”
    Madonna’s head women’s basketball coach, Rachel Steinbarger, spoke 
enthusiastically about adding Craft to her roster of signees for the 2018-2019 
season.  
    “Alex is going to be a great asset to Madonna University not only 
academically but also athletically,” she said. “She is a student who will continue 
to grow while being here, but she is also going to touch many lives with her 
generosity, kindness and overall selfless acts. I can’t wait to truly get to know 
her on a deeper level and see the woman she is going to grow to become in 
the next four years. Overjoyed for Alex and her family.”
    When asked how Williams felt about Craft’s signing with Madonna, Craft’s 
good friend, former teammate and now Madonna teammate laughed and said, 
“The dynamic duo is back.”

The dynamic duo of Mackenzie Williams and Alexis Craft at 
Madonna University.

High school girls varsity basketball 
beats Maple Valley 56-26
    The Panthers started off slow Jan. 19, but a well-played second half 
secured the lead.  
    Leading scorers were Madi Howard with 15, Chelsey Asquith with 14, Taylor 
Carey with 7, Faith Whitt and Emily Breslin with 5, Grace Hall with 4, and 
Michelle Zemke and Kaylee Shephard with 3.

High school boys varsity basketball 
beats Maple Valley 62-44
    The Stockbridge varsity boys basketball team brought home its first win of the season Jan. 19 when it took on 
Maple Valley in another road conference game. 
    The Panthers were led by Senior Kyle Lilley with 21 points in only his second game back from injury. Lilley 
also added 6 rebounds. Sophomore Adam Twining added a career high of 11 points on the evening. 



STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

 

 First Presbyterian Church ~ CE Building 
 11 to 2 ~ Presbyterian Women Luncheon 

soup, sandwich and/or salad 
and dessert 

 12 to 2 ~ Local Musician 
 For more information, Suzi 517-851-7437 
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Redi-Mix Concrete • Septic Tanks 
CONTRACTORS & 
HOMEOWNERS 
WELCOME! 
Open Mon-Sat 
FOWLERVILLE 

All Brand New Equipment 
Mini Excavators with Hydraulic grapple 

Track skid steer 
Rubber tire skid steer 

50 ft JLG Manlifts 
Self propelled & Trailer pull style 
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rentals 

Pick up or Delivery 

Stockbridge High School 
competitive cheer 
hosts meet
    by Hope Salyer
    The Panthers’ competitive cheer team hosted a competitive cheer meet here in Stockbridge on Wednesday, Jan. 10. 
    The results of the meet were as follows: Lakewood Vikings, first; Perry Ramblers, second; Maple Valley Lions, third; Leslie 
Blackhawks, fourth; and Stockbridge Panthers, fifth.
    Members of the 2017-18 competitive cheer team include Laurynn Kittle, freshman; Alexis Hightower, freshman; Alexis Killinger; 
sophomore; Anna Schlaff, sophomore; Cassandra Chapman, sophomore; Ashley Gunn, senior; Kassidy Allen, senior; Emma 
Humrich, senior; Caitlin Fowler; sophomore; Kaitlin Miller, freshman; and Justice Clark, junior.

During the third round of the competition, 
the cheer team complete a liberty stunt. 
Pictured are as follows: On the floor in 
front, Kassidy Allen, Base of the stunt: 
Alexis Hightower, Flyer: Laurynn Kittle. 
Photo credit Photos by Steve

Bowling Team

Bowling team: Front row: Ashleigh Maze, Madi Aiken, Tayler Varner, Tyler 
Gipson, Chloe Miner. Back Row: Victoria Rattai, Ashley Blanzy, Amanda 
Brussow, Jarrett Caudill, Ron Tolson, Jacob Rooke, coach Kathy, Darrick 
Kraatz. Not Pictured Craig Holland. Photo credit Bonnie Rattai

Wrestling Team

Wrestling team L-R: Cody Freiermuth, Jake Sutton, Kael Bunce, Corey 
Marshall & Mike Keeler. Coached by Foster Bunce. Photo credit 
Heather Asquith
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ORDINANCE NO. 2018 - 01.04.001
VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE

(Enacted January 4, 2018)
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 1 SECTION 1-6 (c) (5) OF THE VILLAGE 

OF STOCKBRIDGE MUNICIPAL CODE
             IT IS ORDAINED:
 
     SECTION 1: Section 1-6 (c) (5) of the Village of Stockbridge Code of Ordinances is amended in its 
          entirety to read as follows:

          (5)    Violations of the following code sections are designated as municipal civil 
                                                 infractions:

                                                 1)   18-21   Smoke
                                                 2)   18-22   Noise
                                                 3)   18-23   Garage and Yard Sales
                                                 4)   18-24   Canvassers and solicitors  
                                                 5)   18-48   Curfew
                                                 6)   18-49   Littering
                                                 7)   18-50   Noxious Weeds
                                                 8)   18-51   Junk
                                                 9)   18-71   Sidewalks and streets: Note, only the following subsections of
                                                                   18.71 are to be considered municipal civil infractions (2), (3),  
                                                                   (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and (10). Subsection (1) is to remain
                                                                    a misdemeanor.

                    Section 2:     If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is, for any
                                        reason, held to be invalid, or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 
          validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Village
          of Stockbridge declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and each section,
          subsection, clause, or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more 
           section, subsections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional.

         Section 3:     That this Ordinance and the related rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders
          and matters established shall take effect immediately upon publication, except any 
          penalty provisions which shall take effect twenty (20) days after publication, pursuant 
          to MCL 66.1; MSA 5.1271.

     Section 4:     Repealer - All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are 
          repealed only to the extent necessary to give all provisions of this Ordinace full effect.
   
               Adopted at a Regular Meeting of the Village of Stockbridge held on the 4th day of January, 2018.
    
             Moved by Harden, Seconded by Catell. YAYS: Catell, Harden, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, 
      Howlett, Hollenbeck. NAYS: None. ABSENT: DuWig ABSTAIN: None.
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Free Registration • Free Fitness Tracker for Early Registration 
 Nutritional & Wellness Seminars • Community Exercise Events 

Prizes & Awards to Top Performers 

 
Find out more information at www.5healthytowns.org or join our open format meeting and discussion 

 at 305 W. Elizabeth St., Room 108 at 5:30 pm in the Stockbridge School Administration Building. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR CREATIVE IDEAS    
                                 AND PASSIONATE PARTICIPANTS 

Register at Stockbridge Wellness Center or request a registration 
form at bridgetowellnesschallenge@gmail.com. 

REGISTRATION OPENS JANUARY 2, 2018 
                                         CHALLENGE STARTS MARCH 3, 2018 
 

Rainbow mountain of ice 
glows in the Gregory night

A colored volcano? A rainbow mountain? 
Cruise along Michigan 36, just east of 
Brogan, and chances are this inspirational 
work of ice art will capture your eye and 
trigger your imagination. Photo credit Abigail 
Walls

Munith Cafe opens under 
new management

While the Sasquatch statue still stands guard over the Munith Café, 
big changes are afoot. Photo credit Cindy Lance

    by Cindy Lance
    While the Sasquatch 
statue still stands guard 
over the Munith Café, 
big changes are afoot. 
After a brief shutdown, 
the restaurant reopened 
Jan. 1 under new 
management. Thanks 
to owners Jesse Fowler 
and Patrick Crabtree, 
breakfast is now served 
daily from 8 a.m. to noon 
with more hours to come 
in the future.
    According to Fowler 
and Crabtree, who are 
both members of the 
local community, the 
two embarked on the 

partnership venture to bring meals made from scratch with good portions to their 
patrons.
    Crabtree, a regular customer of the former restaurant, said he would “stop 
in daily to have breakfast.” On hearing that the restaurant was up for sale, he 
approached Fowler and the two started planning their strategy.
    Fowler, already well established in Munith as co-owner of Big Chuck’s Pizza, 
saw an opportunity to provide additional meal options to the community. “I love 
the small-town feel and the local support.” He smiled.
    Now the Munith Cafe is back in operation, and the new owners invite one 

After a brief shutdown, the Munith Café reopened Jan. 
1 under new management. Pictured above L-R: Owners 
Jesse Fowler and Patrick Crabtree. Photo credit Cindy 
Lance

and all to stop in and sample their 
wares. “Especially the sausage 
gravy,” Crabtree said. “It’s 
homemade from locally sourced 
ingredients.” 
    This reporter sampled the 
veggie omelet and can attest to its 
delicious taste.
    Hours of operation are limited 
as yet, while the partners work 
through the licensing process and 
determine the best times to serve 
their customers’ needs. But rest 
assured, the two partners are 
cooking up new ideas for the near 
future.
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www.chelseachevy.com    734-475-8663    2038 McKernan Dr., Chelsea, MI  48118 

$30.00 OFF 
Radiator / Coolant 

System Service 
Coupon price for  Dex-Cool®. 

Not valid with other offers. 
*See Advisor for details. 
Offer ends 3/31/2018 

Up to $100 Statement Credit 
for New BuyPower Card and 

GM Family Cardmembers 
*See Advisor for details. 

TIRE PRICE MATCH 
GUARANTEE 

Provide us with a better price at the 
time of purchase, we'll match it. Find 
a better price within 30 days of the 

purchase, we'll refund the difference. 
*See Advisor for details. 
Offer ends 12/31/2018 

 

$10 ACDelco 
Mail-in 

Battery Rebate 
On the purchase & installation 

of an ACDelco battery. 
*See Advisor for details. 

1/1/2018-2/28/2018 

Local Girl Scouts troops 
provide Christmas gifts

Beverly Basore’s family and 
friends gather to wish her a 
happy 80th birthday
    Beverly Basore’s family and friends wish her a happy 80th 
birthday and say, “Love you so much!”
    Beverly Basore’s children and grandchildren joined her at 
Tomato Brothers restaurant in Howell in celebration of her 
80th birthday.

Pictured above front row L-R: Jody Crandall (Stockbridge); Beverly 
Basore (Stockbridge); and Kim Quinn (Howell). Back row L-R: Greg 
Basore (Williamston) and Bob Basore (St. Louis, Mo.). Photo credit Basore 
family

Front: Clara Bierbaum, Annabelle Lane, Anya Harden, Emma Marshall, 
Laura Humrich, Madeline Topping, Dahlia Baird, Michaela Hill and Kira 
Puckett. Back: Samantha Cowan, Lily Hansen, Olivia Patterson, Haley 
Warren, Chloe Tilkins, Hannah Marshall, Alexis Hansen, Emily Poole and 
Wendy Cowan.

    Three local Girl Scout troops provided Christmas gifts for two local families 
through the Stockbrige Community Outreach Adopt-a-Family program.
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 120 E. Main St., Stockbridge 
517-851-8455 

Bridges ~ Crowns ~ Implants 
Dentures ~ Root Canals 
Gum Disease Treatment 

Extractions 

"Where kindness & 
excellence meet" 

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea appoints 
new board chairman and three new 
board members

Michael Coghlan appointed as chairman of 
board of trustees, effective January 2018. 
Photo provided with news release

    St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea has appointed 
Michael Coghlan, managing partner of KHK 
Ventures, LLC, and director of Ann Arbor State 
Bank, as chairman of its board of trustees, 
effective January 2018. Coghlan replaces 
Paula Rode, DVM, owner and president of 
Chelsea Animal Hospital, who has transitioned 
to the role of vice chair of the board.
    Until 2002, Coghlan was co-founder and 
chief operating officer of TFM Investment 
Group, based in Chicago. In 2002, he returned 
to Ann Arbor with his family. Coghlan has 
served on St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea’s Board 
since 2011, in addition to having held positions 
on various other community boards. In 2002, 
Coghlan and his wife Suzi created the Coghlan 
Family Foundation to support local charities 
that focus on children and the community.
    “Michael has an impressive background 
in the financial and investment world and 
has his roots firmly planted in the local 
area,” said Nancy Graebner, president and 
CEO of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. “He is 

an accomplished and well-respected business leader with 
investment acumen and a great love for his community.  He 
is a tremendous asset for the hospital and our board.”
    Also effective January 2018, St. Joe’s Chelsea announced 
the addition of three new board members. They are:
    • Honorable Patrick J. Conlin Jr., circuit court judge, 
Washtenaw County.
    • Jason F. Lindauer, CRPC, senior vice president, Bank of 
America/Merrill Lynch.
    • Michael G. Mikhail, M.D., senior vice president, 
Emergency Physicians Medical Group (EPMG), and 
emergency medicine physician, EPMG.
    The  new board members join Vice Chair Paula Rode, 
DVM; Secretary Ann E. Feeney; Peg Bravo, vice president 
of medical integration, Power Wellness Management; Rob 
Casalou, president and CEO, Mercy Health and Saint 
Joseph Mercy Health System; Peter Flintoft, attorney, 
Keusch Flintoft & Fink, PLLC; Randall T. Forsch, M.D., 
MPH, chief medical officer, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea; 
Nancy Graebner, president and CEO, St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea; Russell D. Keinath, M.D., Huron Gastroenterology 
Associates; Eric Skye, M.D., University of Michigan Health’s 
Chelsea Health Center; Julie Soriano, M.D., Huron River 
Radiation Oncology Specialists; Jeff Hall, founder and 
president, Second To None, Inc.; and Stephen Wampler, 
M.D., University of Michigan Health’s Dexter Health Center, 
who will replace Bradford Wylie, M.D., as the medical staff’s 
chief of staff (effective January 2018).  Michael Dorsey, M.D., 
Anesthesia Associates of Ann Arbor will serve on the Saint 
Joseph Mercy Health System Regional Board.    

 Volunteers Needed
 Like having a local paper and  
 website? Come lend a hand. 
 Stockbridge Community News is 
 seeking volunteers to assist with all 
 sorts of tasks. Interested in assisting 
 with bookkeeping? Editing? Website 
 maintenance? Reporting? Email us
 Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com 
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If you build it, they will come: A tribute to local manufacturers.
This month’s edition of the Stockbridge Community News is pleased to feature some of the manufacturers that provide jobs and attract talent 
to our community.

Stockbridge Manufacturing: Home to a 
proud past and promising future

Pictured: The Thorrez family. In the 
early part of November 1948, Osborne 
Builders from Gregory put up walls for 
what would soon become Stockbridge 
Manufacturing. On Nov. 15, the builders 
took a week off for deer hunting season, 
and when they returned, heavy winds 
had knocked down the walls. Today, 
this company that started with a shaky 
beginning has withstood the test of 
time, thanks to good management and 
dedicated employees. Photo credit www.
thorrez.com

    by Roberta Ludtke
    In the early part of November 1948, Osborne 
Builders from Gregory put up walls for what 
would soon become Stockbridge Manufacturing. 
On Nov. 15, the builders took a week off for deer 
hunting season, and when they returned, heavy 
winds had knocked down the walls. Today, this 
company that started with a shaky beginning 
has withstood the test of time, thanks to good 
management and dedicated employees.
    Stockbridge Manufacturing has been in 
business since 1948 when Camille Thorrez 
asked Estel Cornish and Barney DeCoste to start 
a machine shop in Stockbridge. The two men 
had worked for years at Thorrez Corporation in 
Jackson, so they felt up to the challenge. Cornish 
and DeCoste together comprised 49 percent 
ownership with Thorrez Corporation holding the 
remaining 51 percent.
     Estel Cornish and Barney DeCoste managed 
Stockbridge Manufacturing until 1972. Then Estel 
retired for health concerns, and Barney died. 
Larry and Gary Cornish, Estel’s sons, took over 
management of 54 workers. In 1989, Gary left 
the company to try his hand at selling real estate. 
Larry continued to run the company along with 
Phillip Thorrez, Camille’s son. A short time after 
Larry’s death in 2005, ownership transferred to C 
Thorrez Industries.
    Today, Stockbridge Manufacturing is an 
Acme Gridley screw machine shop, specializing 
in tubing parts for semitrailers that mount the 
brakes. The biggest company it works for is 
Bendix Brakes, according to Trevor Wheeler, 
great-grandson of Camille Thorrez. 
    During an interview, Gary Cornish stated that 
over the years the company has made parts for 
Ford, General Motors, Chrysler, refrigeration, 
railroad and oil drilling. Gary Sawyer, a 30-year 
employee of Stockbridge Manufacturing, said 
they often have individuals come in and ask to 
have specific parts made to fix anything from 
lawn tractors to garbage trucks.
    The company is home to 20 CNC, computer 
numerical control machines. “These machines,” 
Sawyer explained, “allow us to make a part in 20 

seconds compared to the old Cave Machines 
that took over two minutes.” Cave Machine is a 
term for screw machines that the government 
kept in hiding in case of war. These machines 
were set to produce anything the military 
needed. Gary Cornish recalled that he once 
went to a government auction in Indiana and 
purchased one such 30,000-pound machine that 
had been literally buried in the sand. Sawyer 
stated that the new computerized machines bring 
better speed and accuracy, but the workers still 
need to load the 12- to 16-foot steel rods.
    Trevor Wheeler indicated the company is on 
the upswing after some lean years. They are 
looking to hire more employees and perhaps 
begin a second shift. Finding good employees 
is a challenge. Wheeler said, and added that 
they are willing to train individuals willing to 
show up every day and work hard. Wheeler said 
he has been lucky to hire some of his current 
employees’ children, an example of such a 
hire includes Sawyer’s son, who brought new 
computer programming skills with him. 
    It seems this family-focused business has 
done an excellent job of retaining employees. 
Don Mullins has worked 41 years, Gary Sawyer 
30, Todd VanHorn (Phillip Thorrez’s stepson) 
27 years, and Trevor Wheeler, great grandson 
to Camille, has worked 21 years. VanHorn 
calculated that two thirds of the 15-person 
workforce has been working 15 years or more. 
     The family atmosphere and quality 
workmanship has no doubt led to the numerous 
awards this small company has compiled. 
Enter the lobby of the building, and the wall is 
filled with plaques of recognition from Eaton 
Corporation, Hydramatic, and New Venture Gear 
Inc. An award of which employees are most 
proud includes being named ZF Lemforder 2003 
Supplier of the Year.
    C Thorrez Corporation will celebrate 100 
years of manufacturing in 2019. Stockbridge 
Manufacturing and its dedicated employees are 
proud to be part of the company’s continued 
success.

Munith: Spotlight on 
manufacturing

RTC/Enviro-Fab, Inc. has been in business in Munith for more than 
50 years, the last 24 years as a family-owned business. Photo credit 
Cindy Lance

    Munith’s lack of stoplights can be misleading. 
This diminutive community has long been home 
to a number of successful businesses. While the 
railroad’s departure in the 1960s altered the economic 
scene, Munith continues to contribute to our nation’s 
commercial and industrial sectors. The commitment 
and success of businesses operating in this 
unincorporated community in the northeast of Jackson 
County stand as testament to the welcoming and 
supportive nature of the community that surrounds 
them.
    The spotlight below features two manufacturing 
operations in Munith that provide products for several 
industries and bring jobs to the area. 

    by Cindy Lance
    Located at 9043 Plum Orchard Road, RTC has 
been in business in Munith for more than 50 years, 
the last 24 years as a family-owned business. The 
company currently employs 12 full-time workers, and 
its products service many industries, including steel 
mills, paper mills, power generation, pharmaceutical, 
private, commercial, industrial, municipality, 
agricultural and environmental. With all of these 
markets, RTC has to be one of the most diverse 
manufacturing companies in Jackson County. 
    The company was founded in Munith, probably for 
the community’s convenient location and low-cost 
environment. 
    See RTC on page 21. 

RTC/Enviro-Fab, Inc: Providing jobs 
in Munith for 50 years
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If you build it, they will come: A tribute to local manufacturers.
RTC from page 20

SMW, incorporated into Munith in 2004, operates five facilities in 
multiple states with a workforce of more than 240 full-time and part-
time employees. Photo credit Cindy Lance

Boos Products contributes to the 
marvels of modern machinery

Founded in 1952 by Harry Boos, Boos Products Inc. currently employs 10 full-time employees to 
machine and tool detailed specialty parts, and the company is seeking to hire more people. Photo credit 
Judy Williams
    by Bob Castle
    Many of us stand amazed at the feats of modern machinery. From the production of 
hair-thin hypodermic needles to the life-support equipment and docking stations of the 
International Space Station, machines impact our lives in phenomenal ways. Behind the 
scenes and often unnoticed are the design engineers who ply their genius to create these 
incredible contraptions. Enter machining factories like Boos Products, Inc. of Unadilla. Here 
lathes, mills and gear-cutting machines use computer numerical control (CNC) to contour 
design engineers’ dreams into reality. 
    Founded in 1952 by Harry Boos, the company currently employs 10 full-time employees 
to machine and tool detailed specialty parts, and the company is seeking to hire more 
people. 
    Boos Products’ storied history speaks to its management’s quality focus and long-term 
vision. In the early ’70s, Harry Boos transferred control of the company to his sons Paige, 
Dennis, Tim and Tom. The business continued to do well under the brothers’ stewardship, 
and then a Detroit-based gear manufacturer caught their attention.
    Boos Products Inc. was in the machining and tooling field; Michigan Gear & Engineering 
manufactured gears. A merger made sense. In 1988 Boos Products acquired MG&E. 
The combined company, operating at Boos Products, Inc., moved under one roof at the 
Unadilla location.
    In 2000, the sons sold the company to Darwin Snider and Bill Jewell. Fourteen years 
later following Darwin Snider’s untimely death, the company once again operated under 
sole proprietorship with Jewell becoming its owner and president. 
    In an interview, Jewell said he was “impressed with the ethics of the Boos family” and 
how those ethics impacted the business when he purchased it. He said he intends to 
continue that vision of keeping a healthy work atmosphere with motivated employees 
producing quality products. Jewell indicated he hopes to see future company growth, and 

fortunately, the property has 
adequate room to do so. 
    Today the company 
offers both prototypes 
and production along with 
CNC machining and gear 
manufacturing. 
    See Boos on page 23

    While the distance to main highways and suppliers 
can be problematic at times, the potential for cost-
effective expansion brings a unique opportunity for the 
company.
    Ron Bubp, project manager, said the Bubp family 
hopes to “grow and expand our capabilities in the near 
future, allowing us to employ additional skilled trades 
locally.” The goal for 2018, Bubp said, is to adapt 
“to our current and new customer base, giving RTC 
the competitive edge over the competition through 
expansion of our fabrication and installation services.”
    The mission of RTC/Enviro-Fab Inc. is “100 percent 
customer satisfaction and growth through new 
customers,” Bubp added.
    

    by Cindy Lance
    SMW Manufacturing Inc. Located at 11500 Plum 
Orchard Road, SMW was incorporated into Munith in 
2004. The company operates five facilities in multiple 
states with a workforce of more than 240 full-time and 
part-time employees. 
    SMW manufactures high-precision components, 
mainly from low carbon steel, but also from stainless 
and aluminum. Its core market portfolio includes the 
following:
    — Sensors, brake pistons, transmission and safety 
critical components for the automotive industry.
    — Weld studs, mining and construction tools for the 
mining and construction industries.
    — Hydraulic ferrules and stems for industrial uses.
    — Wheel bolts, bearing spacers and spindle nuts for 
heavy trucks.
    See SMW on page 23

Munith’s SMW 
Manufacturing Inc: Growing 
and Going Strong
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    “He said sure!” Moeckel declared with her characteristic smile. 
“Margaret and Dave Collins were our best man and maid of 
honor.”
    Less than a year into the couple’s marriage, the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor, and the US entered World War II. Ken 
Moeckel volunteered for duty, and Mona Moeckel became a 
stay-at-home wife and mother to Wendell Moeckel, now of Grass 
Lake. “I also kept busy with taking care of my father and in-laws,” 
she said, “as well as doing sewing alterations.”
    After the war, more babies followed: Chita Kunzelman, now 
of Gregory; Timothy Moeckel, Munith; Kim Moeckel, Gregory; 
SueZelle Nottingham, deceased; RoxAnn Jarrell, Napoleon; Sheri 
Williams, Holland; and Betsy Lewis of Stockbridge. Throughout, 
Moeckel loved playing the piano. “We had one in the basement, 
and I would play in between loads of laundry,” she said.
    In 1979 after 38 years of marriage, Ken died and Mona was left 
with two children at home. “I began working with Evelyn Bowdish 
in the real estate business,” she said. “I also did sewing here and 
there.”
    “I am proud to say that all eight of my children also graduated 
from Stockbridge,” Moeckel added. Of her 14 grandchildren and 
22 great-grandchildren, she counts seven grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren among her roster of SHS graduates, 
and “I have five currently attending. Go Panthers!”
    Moeckel said the most memorable parts of her parenting 
experience came from trying to teach her kids “the right way 
to go.” She told them, “Start out on your own and do the right 
things.”
    Asked about her life’s highlights, Moeckel was quick to reply, 
“My husband. He was the love of my life, and of course, all of my 
children. I am very proud of every single one of them.”
In addition to pursuing her passion for music, for the past 40 
years Moeckel has researched her genealogy, tracing her 
Mills ancestry back to the Mayflower. To help her cope with the 
heartbreak of losing her husband, she turned to traveling. “I 
joined a camping club, Loners on Wheels,” she said. Through 
LOW, Moeckel traveled throughout Michigan and Indiana during 
the summer months. “I also took several long road trips.” She 
recalled one to California with Marion Clark, another to Arizona 
with Nora Phelps, and several solo trips to St. Louis, Missouri, to 
visit a daughter.
    Moeckel said she loves the people and the familiarity of the 
local area. She credits her grandmothers for most influencing her 
life. After Clarence Mills died, Moeckel’s grandmother Frances 
Lillian Bates Mills used to take in high school girls as boarders, 
so they did not have to walk to school during the cold winter. 
“She also had beautiful flower and vegetable gardens,” Moeckel 
recalled, “and would share with others in town to cheer them up 
when hard times hit.” Moeckel described her other grandmother, 
Alice Adela Bennett Collins, as “a good grandma, and she loved 
me.”
    Things she would do differently if she had life to live over? 
“Nothing,” she quipped. “I have had a good time!”
    Her advice to others? “Keep your nose clean!” Moeckel blurted 
and then demurred, “I’ve never really been one to give advice to 
someone else.”

Moeckel from page 16 Time to get your garden on

The weather outside still may be frightful, but if you are like 
me, the recent warm snaps have you ready to get outside and 
start your vegetable garden. Photo credit Google garden images

    by Michael Sweet
    The weather outside 
still may be frightful, 
but if you are like me, 
the recent warm snaps 
have you ready to get 
outside and start your 
vegetable garden. 
This is a good thing. It 
is motivation to begin 
the prep work needed 
to make your organic 
garden a bountiful 
success.
    The first thing to do is 
develop a plan. Look at 
where your plants were 
placed the previous two 
years. Plan to rotate 

your crops accordingly to prevent disease and infestations. Three or four 
distinct plots will make your plan easier to prepare and follow.
    If the plan includes vining plants such as cucumbers or melons, go vertical 
to save your back and garden space. You also can use the shade of trellised 
plants to grow late-season lettuce and other vegetables that do not like heat. 
Also consider the bees, the real garden heroes.  Plan for plenty of flowers 
(marigolds, zinnias, bachelor’s buttons, etc.) to attract beneficial insects and 
repel harmful bugs.
    The next task is inspecting and organizing your seeds. Start by discarding 
any seeds older than three years, as their viability drops off significantly. 

Also consider the bees, the real garden heroes. Photo credit 
Google garden images

Next, organize your 
seeds in order of 
starting date. I keep 
my seeds in an index 
card box with labeled 
dividers for the 
beginning, middle and 
end of each month. 
Make sure you have 
enough seed for your 
garden plan. If not, 
now is the time to order 
more. The internet is 
a great source to find 
companies that sell 
organic heirloom seeds. 
Links to some of my 
favorite seed companies are posted below.
    The final, and perhaps most important chore to complete before planting 
is to clean and sanitize your seed-starting equipment and sanitize the 
compost/soil. To clean the equipment, scrub it with plain warm water to get 
rid of most of the dirt. Then soak it for 10 minutes in a mixture of 1 gallon of 
water, 1 teaspoon organic dish soap, and ½ cup of vinegar. Air-dry nonmetal 
equipment. Towel dry other equipment to prevent rust.
    To sanitize the soil/compost, preheat the oven to 250 degrees. Put 4 
inches of the medium in an oven-safe container, cover, and insert an oven-
safe thermometer into the center of the soil. Put the soil into the oven and 
watch for it to reach 160 to 180 degrees. Turn the oven to warm and hold 
the temperature for 30 minutes. Turn off the oven and wait for the soil to 
completely cool before using.
    Soon the days will grow longer and the snow will disappear. Your dreams 
of warmth and sun will become a reality, and the time to dig out into the 
garden will be here. When this reality hits, will you be ready?
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Boos from page 21
    To quote the company’s website, “We are currently producing parts for the following 
industries: Defense, Computer, Robotic, Heavy Equipment, Food Processing, Medical and 
General Manufacturing. 
Our customer base numbers in the hundreds throughout the U.S.” 
    Also according to the website, “In the defense area, we have the highest quality rating by 
General Dynamics Land Systems Division, known as Inspection Delegation (ID) Supplier, 
which enables us to ship direct to General Dynamics without their inbound inspection. We 
also service our customer’s QS 9000 requirements.” No minor achievements, considering 
that QS stands for quality standards specific to suppliers to automobile and truck 
manufacturers.
    When asked about the positive aspects to operating in the vicinity, Jewell cited “good 
workers from the area that stick with you.” The downside to running a manufacturing 
company in this area, he said, was “the pool of qualified workers is smaller than in a 
metropolitan area.” 
    Regardless, Jewell is happy to be one of the local area’s manufacturers, and he looks 
forward to years of quality manufacturing at Boos Products. If present success is prelude, 
the company’s future looks promising.

SMW from page 21
    SMW’s mission and vision is to use its innovative 
forming and precision machining technologies, along 
with the problem-solving culture of its people, to 
provide its customers with cost-effective solutions to 
establish a competitive advantage.
    Jamie Grassmyer, with the company’s sales and 
marketing department, praised Munith as a business 
site.
    “Munith is rich in technical and manufacturing 
expertise specific to the industry we operate within, 
and the supplier network is ideal in supporting 
the day-to-day operations,” Grassmyer said. “The 
community is highly supportive with a local talented 
workforce to draw from.” He went on to emphasize, 
“The success of SMW can be directly attributed to the 
strength of its Munith location. It strives to maintain a 
strong relationship within the community, and the local 
support has been paramount to our success.”
    SMW recently opened its fifth location in Oxford, 
Miss. 
    When asked about the manufacturer’s future 
plans, Grassmyer said, “the plan moving forward 
is to continue the growth of each individual facility, 
improving efficiencies and furthering our effort in 
creating a productive, safe and sustainable work 
environment.”
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DROWNING IN DEBT? 

Bankruptcy might 
be the answer. 

Save your home 
and get rid of 

credit card debt.

"We are a debt relief agency. We help people 
file for bankruptcy relief under the 

Bankruptcy Code."

New business opens in Munith

The corner of M-106 and Coonhill Road in Munith 
is home to a new business. On January 8, Kim 
Pelham and Kasey Ousley opened an automotive 
repair shop, Our Family Garage. Photo credit Our 
Family Garage.

    by Patrice Johnson
    The corner of M-106 and 
Coonhill Road in Munith is 
home to a new business. 
On January 8, Kim Pelham 
and Kasey Ousley opened 
an automotive repair shop. 
Our Family Garage is 
starting out with one full time 
mechanic and hopes grow.
    “We have seen a few 
new faces already.” Pelham 
smiled. “And we truly look 
forward to helping the 

community with their automotive needs.” Pelham said she handles 
the paperwork, estimates and marketing while Kasey manages 
the shop. In addition to opening its doors for business, Our Family 
Garage sports a new website, Facebook page and an eye-catching 
logo. The entrepreneurs hope to have signage shortly.
    “We saw the need for an automotive repair shop in the area,” 
Pelham said, “and we feel that we are at a good location.” She and 
fiancé Ousley plan to run monthly specials, she said, and will be 
hosting a grand opening Feb. 23.  Our Family Garage specializes 
in tune-ups, brakes, lift kits and maintenance, and its slogan, “Let 
our family help your family” may be said to double as its mission 
statement.

    
    Think you know the area? Here’s your 
chance to prove it. Each month, SCN 
photographer Rose Collison plans to 
provide a photo of a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. Names of 
readers who correctly identify the subject of 
the photo will be entered in a drawing, one 
overall winner to be selected. February’s 
winner will have a $20 gift donation made 
to the American Red Cross in his or her 
name. Thank you to an anonymous donor for 
contributing this prize.
    Congratulations to last month’s winner, Jill 
Nichols, who correctly  identified the silo as 
located on a farm on Bunkerhill Road near 

Announcing: February’s ‘Where’s Waldo’ 
mystery location

the intersection of Territorial Road.
To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 
and its location along with your name, address and phone number. 
Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail 

Recognize the subject of this picture 
and where it is located? Enter to win a $20 gift donation made to the 

American Red Cross in your name. 
Photo credit Rose Collison.

Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137. Entries must 
be dated or postmarked no later than the 
February 10.
    Thank you to an anonymous donor for 
sponsoring this month’s contest, and good 
luck, participants.


