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KEEP THE FAITH 

REFLECTION 

Begin your study by sharing thoughts on this question. 

1. Think of a time when a Christian friend encouraged your faith. What did this person do to 
help you? 

BIBLE READING 

Read Hebrews 3:1–14 from the NCV or the NKJV. 

NCV 
 

NKJV 
 

1So all of you holy brothers and sisters, 
who were called by God, think about Jesus, 
who was sent to us and is the high priest of 
our faith. 2Jesus was faithful to God as 
Moses was in God’s family. 3Jesus has more 
honor than Moses, just as the builder of a 
house has more honor than the house 
itself. 4Every house is built by someone, but 
the builder of everything is God himself. 
5Moses was faithful in God’s family as a 
servant, and he told what God would say in 
the future. 6But Christ is faithful as a Son 
over God’s house. And we are God’s house 
if we keep on being very sure about our 
great hope. 

7So it is as the Holy Spirit says: 
“Today listen to what he says. 

8Do not be stubborn as in the past 
when you turned against God, 
when you tested God in the desert. 

9There your ancestors tried me and tested 
me 

and saw the things I did for forty years. 
10I was angry with them. 

I said, ‘They are not loyal to me 
and have not understood my ways.’ 

1Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our confession, Christ 
Jesus, 2who was faithful to Him who 
appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful 
in all His house. 3For this One has been 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 
inasmuch as He who built the house has 
more honor than the house. 4For every 
house is built by someone, but He who built 
all things is God. 5And Moses indeed was 
faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which would be 
spoken afterward, 6but Christ as a Son over 
His own house, whose house we are if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of 
the hope firm to the end. 

7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: 

“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
8Do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion, 
In the day of trial in the wilderness, 
9Where your fathers tested Me, tried 

Me, 
And saw My works forty years. 
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11I was angry and made a promise, 
‘They will never enter my rest.’ ” 
12So brothers and sisters, be careful that 

none of you has an evil, unbelieving heart 
that will turn you away from the living God. 
13But encourage each other every day while 
it is “today.” Help each other so none of you 
will become hardened because sin has 
tricked you. 14We all share in Christ if we 
keep till the end the sure faith we had in 
the beginning. 

 

10Therefore I was angry with that 
generation, 

And said, ‘They always go astray in their 
heart, 

And they have not known My ways.’ 
11So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ” 

12Beware, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God; 13but exhort one 
another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest 
any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 14For we have become 
partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning 
of our confidence steadfast to the end. 

 

DISCOVERY 

Explore the Bible reading by discussing these questions. 

2. Why is Jesus worthy of greater honor than Moses? 

3. How can people demonstrate that they belong in God’s house? 

4. What warning does the Holy Spirit give to us? 

5. Why do some people turn away from God? 

6. What practical advice does this passage offer us on remaining faithful to God? 
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INSPIRATION 

Here is an uplifting thought from the Inspirational Study Bible. 
 
In reading carefully through the New Testament to see just what kind of an experience you can 
expect, I find that the New Testament sets forth only one. There is just one experience for 
which you can look—only one feeling you can expect—and that is the experience of faith. 
Believing is an experience as real as any experience, yet many are looking for something 
more—some dramatic sensation that will bring a physical thrill, while others look for some 
spectacular manifestation. Many have been told to look for such sensations, but the Bible says 
that a man is “justified by faith” and not by feeling. A man is saved by trusting in the finished 
work of Christ on the cross and not by physical excitement or religious ecstasy. 

But you may say to me, “What about feeling? Is there no place in saving faith for any 
feeling?” Certainly there is room for feeling in saving faith, but we are not saved by it. Whatever 
feeling there may be is only the result of saving faith, but it in itself is not what does the 
saving!… 

Finally, someone may say, “I believe the historic facts of the gospel, but still I am not saved.” 
Perhaps so, for the faith that saves has one distinguishing quality—saving faith is a faith that 
produces obedience, it is a faith that brings about a way of life. Some have quite successfully 
imitated this way of life for a time, but for those who trust Christ for salvation, that faith brings 
about in them a desire to live out that inward experience of faith. It is a power that results in 
godly living and surrender. 
 

(From Peace with God by Billy Graham) 

RESPONSE 

Use these questions to share more deeply with each other. 

7. Why should believers distinguish between faith and feelings? 

8. How can you determine if your faith is real? 

9. What can you do to ensure that your faith will endure? 

PRAYER 

Father, we ask you to deepen our faith in you. Give us the strength to withstand temptation, 
overcome doubt, and remain loyal to you. At the end of our lives, may we hear your words, 
“Well done, my good and faithful servant.” 
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JOURNALING 

Take a few moments to record your personal insights from this lesson. 

What steps can I take this week to strengthen my faith in God? 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

10. How can you avoid hardening your heart against God? 

11. What is the danger for Christians who neglect the fellowship of other believers? 

12. What Christian friend can you encourage in spiritual matters? How? 

For more Bible passages about remaining faithful, see Deuteronomy 11:13–18; 1 Samuel 12:24; 
2 Samuel 22:26; 1 Kings 2:3,4; 2 Chronicles 19:9; Psalm 97:10; Proverbs 28:20; Matthew 25:19–
23; 1 Corinthians 4:2; 10:12, 13; 3 John 3–5; Revelation 2:10; 17:14. 
 
To complete the book of Hebrews during this twelve-part study, read Hebrews 3:1–19. 
 


