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G E O R G E   A B B O T   S C H O O L 
 
 

Policy Title:    Infection Control Policy – COVID-19 

Author: Sarah Jones 

Date of most recent review:  May 2020 

Date of next review: April 2022 

School Mission Statement: 
Academic excellence within a strong community of equality and respect, where potential and opportunity are 
realised. 

 
Introduction 
This policy is intended to provide the school community with guidance when preparing for return to school following 
an outbreak of the infection Covid19 or other similar infectious diseases. 
 
Schools are common sites for transmission of infections. Children are particularly susceptible because: 

• They have immature immune systems. 

• Have close contact with other children. 

• Sometimes have no or incomplete vaccinations. 

• Have a poor understanding of hygiene practices. 
 
Planning and preparing 
Infections in children are common. Infection prevention and control measures aim to interrupt the cycle of infection 
by promoting the routine use of good standards of hygiene so that transmission of infection is reduced overall. This is 
usually through: 

• Immunisation of pupils and staff. 

• Good handwashing. 

• Making sure the environment is kept clean. 
 
Where a case of infection is known, measures aim to reduce or eliminate the risk of spread through information and 
prompt exclusion of a case. Infections are likely to spread particularly rapidly in schools and closing the school may be 
necessary in exceptional circumstances. We will always strive to remain open unless advised otherwise.  
 
In the event of a school becoming aware of an outbreak of an infection or contagious disease, this guide will be used 
as a checklist to aid planning and clarify communication procedures. The school recognises that whilst the current 
Covid19 pandemic is causing significant disruption, pandemics are not new and it is likely that the school may well face 
either a second wave or another pandemic at some point in the future. It is therefore necessary to be prepared. 
 
Infection Control 
Infections are usually spread from person to person by close contact, for example: 

• Respiratory spread: Infected people can pass a virus to others through large droplets when coughing, sneezing 
or even talking within a close distance. 

• Direct contact: if you shake or hold the hand of an infected person then touch your own mouth, eyes or nose 
without first washing your hands you may become infected. 

• Contaminated Objects: if you touch an object (e.g. door handle, light switch, desk) that has previously been 
touched by an infected person then touch your own mouth, eyes or nose without first washing your hands 
you may become infected. 

• Gastrointestinal spread: resulting from contact with contaminated food or water, infected faeces or unwashed 
hands after using the toilet. 
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• Blood borne virus: by contact with blood or bodily fluids. 
 
Transmission of Coronavirus mainly occurs via respiratory droplets generated during breathing, talking, coughing and 
sneezing. These droplets can directly infect the respiratory tracts of other people if there is close contact. They can 
also infect others indirectly e.g. via surface contamination. 
 
Staff and students are given the following advice about how to reduce the risk of passing on the infection to others: 

1. Wash your hands regularly, particularly after coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose. 
2. Minimise contact between your hands and mouth/ nose unless you have just washed your hands. 
3. Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing – use a tissue where possible or sneeze into your 

elbow. 
4. Dispose of tissues into the bin and then wash your hands with soap for 20 seconds. 
5. Follow the guidance in the attached poster Education Guidance. 

 
To control the spread of infection during a pandemic: 

• We will put in place systems and structures as recommended by the Government and Public Health England. 

• We will conduct a thorough risk assessment to ensure that we have considered as many eventualities as 
possible and taken steps to minimise risk of exposure to infection for all members of our school community. 

• We will minimise group sizes and contact levels in line with Government guidance. 

• We will inform all stakeholders of requirements and expectations regularly. 

• Hand washing is one of the most important ways of controlling the spread of infections, especially those that 
cause diarrhoea, vomiting and respiratory disease. We will strive to ensure that stocks of liquid soap are in 
place in all toilets. 

• All stakeholders should cover cuts and abrasions with a waterproof dressing.  
 
Cleaning 

• Cleaning schedules will clearly describe the activities needed, the frequency and who will carry them out. 

• Cleaning standards will be monitored by the school. 

• Cleaning staff will be appropriately trained and have access to PPE. 

• The comprehensive cleaning contract will include daily, weekly and periodic cleaning schedules. 

• Colour coded equipment will be used in different areas. 

• Cleaning chemicals will be stored in accordance with COSHH. 
 
Steps taken relative to COVID-19 

• A risk assessment is in place to assess the risk of Covid and the control measures. The risk assessment will be 
reviewed on a regular basis and in light with any change in guidance. 

• Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell – send immediately to the medical room or EM1 for 
assessment. Parents/ carer to be notified of need to pick up urgently. 

• Ensure that everyone is aware of social distancing principles and adhere to accepted distances. 

• Ensure that good handwashing procedures are in place – encouragement to clean hands often, with soap, for 
20 seconds.  

• Ensure that there are adequate soap and hand sanitiser supplies in the school. 

• Encourage students to blow their own nose and dispose of soiled tissues hygienically. 

• Ensure that cleaning systems of high contact areas e.g. toilets, corridors, door handles are in place are 
thorough and occur throughout the day. 

• Ensure that thorough deep cleaning and disinfecting of areas in use in school occurs daily. 

• Ensure that students, staff and parents are aware of expectations and adhere to guidelines. 

• We will monitor the health of staff and students vigorously and ensure that anyone with suspected symptoms 
is immediately sent home and cleaning occurs of the areas in which they have been. 

• Ensure that adequate PPE equipment is in place for those who need it e.g. Medical officer, cleaners, caretakers. 

• Ensure that those using PPE are aware of safe methods of putting on and removing PPE  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qilLP_UnaHg). 

• Ensure that there are clear procedures at reception and screens put in place to minimise contact ensure that 
adequate barriers and designation of distancing is in place. 

• Ensure that classrooms are adapted to ensure social distancing is complied with. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qilLP_UnaHg
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• Ensure that staggered breaks and arrival/exit times are put in place. 

• If a case of Covid is suspected, the clothes of the first aider or child may be contaminated. Clothing should be 
removed as soon as possible and washed separately in a washing machine, using a prewash cycle on the 
hottest temperature that the clothes will tolerate.  

• All objects which are visibly contaminated with body fluids must be cleaned using disposable cloths or paper 
roll then cleaned using a suitable disinfectant solution.  

• Waste should be put into a plastic rubbish bag and tied when full, then placed in a second bin bag and tied. It 
should be stored for at least 72 hours before being put in with the normal waste. 

 
To raise awareness of hygiene procedures: 

• All stakeholders are to be regularly informed of the policy and procedures. 

• There is clear and frequent signage around the school site informing of the need to follow good hygiene 
procedures. 

 
To prevent the further spread of infection: 

• We will be vigilant as to signs of infection. 

• We will ask parents to keep their child at home if they or a member of the family is ill or has a suspected case 
of COVID-19. 

• If a case of COVID-19 is identified, we will follow the Covid Symptoms flow chart. 
 
What to do if you suspect an outbreak of infection 
An outbreak or incident may be defined as: 

• An incident in which 2 or more people experiencing a similar illness are linked in time or place. 

• A greater than expected rate of infection compared with the usual background rate for the place and time 
where the outbreak has occurred. 
 

When to report 
Headteachers to contact GEP/ PHE as soon as they suspect an outbreak to discuss the situation and agree if any actions 
are needed.  
 
It is useful to have the information listed below before the discussion as it will help to inform the size and nature of 
the outbreak: 

• Total number of affected (staff and students). 

• Symptoms. 

• Date when symptoms started. 

• Number of classes affected. 
 
See full list of notifiable diseases: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/notifiable-diseases-and-causative-organisms-how-to-
report 
 
Staff welfare 

• Staff testing is available to all essential workers. 

• Clinically extremely vulnerable individuals are advised not to work outside the home and to rigorously follow 
shielding measures in order to keep themselves safe. 

• George Abbot School will follow all Government and Health advice and support individuals in working safely.  

• If a child or member of staff or lives with another who is classified as clinically extremely vulnerable, they can 
attend their education setting only if stringent social distancing can be adhered to.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/notifiable-diseases-and-causative-organisms-how-to-report
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/notifiable-diseases-and-causative-organisms-how-to-report
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Education Guidance 
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Covid Symptoms flow chart 

Stage 1
• Pupil/ member of staff 

displays Covid 19 symptoms

Stage 2
• Send home & advise to self 

isolate for 14 days

• Household members self 
isolate for 14 days

• Encourage to get tested

Stage 3
• Test negative: return to school

• Household ends self isolation

• Test positive: move to 
confirmed case scenario

Stage 1
• Pupil/ member of staff tests 

positive for Covid 19

Stage 2
• Individual receives medical 

advice/ treatment

• Class and teacher sent home 
and told to self isolate for 14 
days

Stage 3
• If other cases detected within 

school, report to PHE who will 
investigate and advise

Step 2: Positive case of Covid 19 in school

Step 1: suspected case of Covid 19 in school

 


