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Welcome 
back!
We are delighted to welcome all students back to school for the 2020/2021 
academic year. It will be the first time since March that we have had the 
whole school back at the same time and we are very much looking forward 
to seeing the whole community back together. What a year it promises to 
be!

This booklet contains important information about the year ahead. It is 
vital that you read this booklet carefully with an adult at home and that you 
contact your Head of Year or Inclusion Manager if you are still unsure of 
anything before starting school next week.

It is the responsibility of every single member of our school community to 
help the national effort of keeping Coronavirus away. The changes detailed 
in this booklet have been made to ensure that all stay healthy, by:

• Limiting unnecessary movement around school

• Keeping the school uncrowded and uncongested

• Keeping the school clean 

We look forward to seeing you all next week.

Mrs Carriett and the staff at George Abbot School
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Our values, our culture
Creating the right environment for learning

Students, parents and staff all play an important part in creating the 
right environment for learning. This year, being a positive member of 
the school community is going to be more important than ever to keep 
us all safe and healthy so we can focus on our learning.

Our expectations for students are simple:

We are Aspirational

We work hard to be the best we can be and allow others to do the same

We are a Community

We look after each other. We are stronger, together

We have Respect

For ourselves, one another, our teachers and our families

By attending school you agree to:

• Follow our three simple expectations

• Stay within your year group bubble

• Move around the school in a calm and sensible manner

• Be on time for school and lessons
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Hygiene and 
Cleanliness

The most effective way we can stay healthy is by keeping clean and not 
sharing equipment.

• There are 10 hand sanitizer stations around school. Please use these 
regularly

• There is hand sanitiser in every classroom – please use this lesson by 
lesson

• Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly throughout the day.

• Do not share equipment, food or water

• Do not make physical contact with each other

• Dispose of tissues in lidded bins only. These are now located around 
school

• Do not drop litter on the floor, someone else will have to pick it up

• If you feel unwell, tell a member of staff
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Face Masks

Students should have a face mask with them at 
school and a sealable plastic bag to store it in.

Face masks will not be worn in lessons, but should 
be worn in the lunch queue or if we need to use a 
large indoor space for break or lunch owing to 
very bad weather.

Face masks must never be taken off and placed 
on the table.

Hands should be sanitised or washed 
immediately after removing a face mask and 
placing it in a sealable bag.

On wet days, we will try and stay outside unless it 
is very bad rain. On those days you should bring a 
coat or umbrella.
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Face Masks
Government Guidelines

How to wear a face covering

• A face covering should:

• cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably

• fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face

• be secured to the head with ties or ear loops

• be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton

• ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation recommends three 

depending on the fabric used)

• unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric 

washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged

When wearing a face covering you should:

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before 

putting a face covering on

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead

• avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be 

contaminated with the virus

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it

• avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession (for example, when leaving and 

entering shops on a high street)

When removing a face covering:

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before 

removing

• only handle the straps, ties or clips

• do not give it to someone else to use

• if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle

• if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature 

appropriate for the fabric

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once 

removed
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‘Bubbles’

To minimise the potential spread of Coronavirus within school the main 
change that you will notice is that you will be part of a Year Group Bubble. This 
means that your year group will largely be taught in one area of the school, 
with one playground and one canteen. Please read the following carefully as it 
is vitally important that you stay in your bubble:

Year 7 and 8

• Year 7 and 8 will be taught in their tutor groups for all lessons, except 
Languages, Art and Design Technology. 

• Year 7 and 8 will have zones of classrooms in Wilson (Year 7) and Elmslie
(Year 8) buildings only. 

• One classroom will be allocated to each tutor group where all lessons will be 
taught, meaning students will not have to move for different lessons. Your 
teachers will come to you.

Year 9, 10 and 11

• Year 9 and 10 Science and Maths classes will be identical, you will be in the 
same class for both.  Option groups will stay as they were last year.

• Year 11  students will be in the same classes they were in Year 10.

• Years 9 – 11 lessons will be taught in allocated zones, around school. 

• Year 9 and 11 will be based in Raynham

• Year 10 will be based in Elmslie

The Sixth Form

• Year 12 and 13 will be based in the Sixth Form centre and will be allocated 
separate study areas.



5

Structure of 
the day

On the first day back, you will be issued with a temporary 
timetable which will be a bit different to your regular 
timetable (which you may have seen on the SIMS parent 
app or SMHW).

To minimise movement around the school and remove 
mixing year groups in the canteens:

• There will be only 4 lessons per day and these lessons will 
be 75 minutes, instead of 60 minutes. 

• Each week, a different lesson will be taken off so you 
don’t miss too much of the same subject. 

For September, the following lessons will not be taught:

• Week 1 and 2 – there will be no lesson 2

• Week 3 – there will be no lesson 3

• Week 4 – there will be no lesson 4

You will have time during tutor, to familiarise yourself with 
your new timetable for the year.
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Timings of the day

Lesson Time

Tutor Time 8.30am – 8.55am

Lesson 1 8.55am – 10.10am

Break 10.10am – 10.35am

Lesson 2 10.35am – 11.50am

Break 11.50am – 12.15pm

Lesson 3 12.15pm – 1.30pm

Break 1.30pm – 1.55pm 

Lesson 4 1.55pm – 3.10pm
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Arrival and 
Departure

Using Public Transport

• If you are using public transport to get to school you must wear a mask. If 
you are reusing your mask you must ensure you have a clean and secure 
container to keep it in during the school day.

• If you arrive on a bike, please use the bike shed closest to your 
playground.

Entrances

• Students must use the entrance closest to their ‘zone’.

• Year 7 will enter Wilson from the Sculpture Garden end and exit via 
Moloney

• All other students will use the external exit/entrance nearest to the 
classroom they are arriving at/leaving – SLT will direct you to the nearest 
door when dismissing you from playgrounds

• Teachers will allow students into classrooms as swiftly as possible to 
avoid queuing in corridors

Staggered Start Times

• Year 7 will start at 8.30am every day. 

• All other year groups will start school at either 8.30am or 8.50am and this 
will swap on a weekly rotation (see next page)

• Tutors will always be supervising their tutor room from 8.30am for those 
arriving early on public transport. If you arrive early to school on a day 
when you do not have tutor time, you must go straight to your tutor 
room.

Staggered Finish Times

• Starting at 3pm year groups will finish at 5 minute intervals. Students 
must leave school quickly and sensibly and not wait for friends in other 
year groups

• Final classes in Elmslie, Sports Hall, Wilson, PJ or Moloney will be taken to 
Elmslie exit. Final classes in Raynham will be taken to Raynham exit. You 
must not leave via any other route.
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Tutor Rotation (start 
times)

Year Group Week A Week B

Year 7 8.30am Tutor 

Time

8.30am Tutor 

Time

Year 8 8.30am Tutor 

Time

8.55am Straight 

to Lesson 1

Year 9 8.30am Tutor 

Time

8.55am Straight 

to Lesson 1

Year 10 8.55am Straight 

to Lesson 1

8.30am Tutor 

Time

Year 11 8.55am Straight 

to Lesson 1

8.30am Tutor 

Time

IMPORTANT: The first week back is WEEK A, 

but there will be different start times on the 

first day back for some year groups. Please 

read the ‘First Day Back’ page carefully… 

When you arrive at school you must go straight to 

your playground and wait for your tutor or teacher.
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Tutor time and 
assemblies

• At first you will only have tutor every other 
week but it remains an incredibly important 
part of the George About Journey. 

• As usual there will be important tasks around 
literacy, numeracy, wellbeing and study skills. 
These are essential for your development and 
success at school.

• You will continue to have two assemblies on 
the weeks you have tutor time, but these will 
be broadcasted into your classroom and you 
will watch in silence with your tutors.
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In class and in 
corridors…

•Government guidance says that 
staff should stay 2m away from 
students as they have to move 
between year group bubbles.

•Teachers will not be able to move 
around each classroom in the same 
way as usual if they are to maintain 
their 2m distance, this is for 
everyone’s health. 

•Some teachers may be wearing 
masks or visors – this is their choice.
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Departure times

Year Group Week A Week B

Year 7 3pm 3pm

Year 8 3.05pm 3.05pm

Year 9 3.05pm 3.05pm

Year 10 3.10pm 3.10pm

Year 11 3.10pm 3.10pm

Year 12 3.15pm 3.15pm

Year 13 3.15pm 3.15pm
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First day back

Thursday 3rd September - ALL

Year Tutor Time

830am – 8.50am

Lesson 1

8.55am – 10.10am

Year 7 Assembly video Tutor activities

Year 8 Assembly video Timetables and 

activities with tutor

Year 9 Come in for Lesson 1 Assembly video, 

timetables and 

activities with tutor 

Year 10 Come in for Lesson 1 Assembly video, 

timetables and 

activities with tutor 

Year 11 Come in for Lesson 1 Assembly video, 

timetables and 

activities with tutor 

Wednesday 2nd September – YEAR 7 ONLY

Year Start Time: 9.30 am

Year 7 ONLY Year 7 should register in the Wilson building 

at 9.30am. Induction tasks

When you arrive at school on the first day, go straight to 

your playground and wait for your tutor to collect you. 

Playgrounds are detailed on the next page…

IMPORTANT: The first week back is WEEK A, 

but there will be different start times on the 

first day back for some year groups. 
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Playgrounds for 
2020/2021

Year 7 – Gym playground and sculpture garden

New Year 8s – PA Playground

New Year 9s – Same as last year (Raynham)

New Year 10s – Same as last year (Elmslie)

New Year 11s – Same as last year (Raynham)
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Break Times and the 
Canteen
• There will a 25 minute break between each lesson but no 

additional break for lunchtime. Year groups will be allowed 
to use the canteens during one of these break times, 
meaning there will only be one year group in a canteen at 
any one time. The Canteen rota is on the next page.

• Heads of Year and Inclusion Managers will be supervising 
the canteen queues to ensure only students from the 
allocated year group enter.

• Year groups not on their canteen break, will be taken to 
the playground by their teacher.

• As usual, each year group is allocated a playground and 
students must stay on their playground to avoid breaking 
their bubble.

• At the end of each break, students will line up in their 
classes, on the playground before being taken back to 
lesson by the teacher. The senior leaders (SLT) will be 
supervising this process and will expect silence for the 
whole process.

• For hygiene reasons the water fountains at school will not 
be in use. You must bring adequate water for the day in 
your own container or buy from the canteen.

• There will be no seating in the canteens, all food will be 
‘grab and go’.

• There will be no cash top up system in operation at school. 
This must be done at home
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Canteen Rotation

Break Elmslie

Canteen

Raynham 

Canteen

Sixth Form 

Canteen

Food Hut

1st Break

10.10am –

10.35am

Year 12 Year 11 STAFF

2nd Break

11.50am –

12.15pm

Year 7 Year 9 Year 13 STAFF

3rd Break

13.30pm –

13.55pm

Year 8 Year 10 STAFF
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Toilet Allocation

Year Group Toilet

Year 7 Girls Wilson

Year 7 Boys Moloney

Year 8 Humanities

Year 9 Raynham 1 (left hand 

side)

Year 10 PJ

Year 11 Raynham 2 (right hand 

side) 
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Moving around the 
school

• A new one-way system has been designed 
for this year. 

• In certain areas of the school you must walk 
on the right hand side of corridors where 
sign posted

• Signs have been placed all around school so 
please look out for these and follow them if 
unsure.

• It is extremely important that we move 
around school in a calm and sensible 
manner.

• If you see someone who is not in your 
bubble you must try to keep 2m distance.

• Students should not be unsupervised in 
corridors at any time. If you find yourself in 
this position, go to your playground 
immediately.
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Behaviour and sanctions
Creating the right environment for learning

Our expectations for students are simple:

We are Aspirational

We work hard to be the best we can be, and allow others to do the same

We are a Community

We look after each other. We are stronger, together

We have Respect

For ourselves, one another, our teachers and our families

If students persistently challenge these values and expectations, 
sanctions will apply in the same way they did last year. Here is a 
reminder:

• In the first instance you will be given a verbal warning, if a student 
does not correct their behaviour a Log or Referral can be issued by a 
member of staff.

• If a student receives three Logs within a half term, they will be issued 
with an hour after school detention the following Wednesday.

• If a student is issued with a Referral, they will receive an immediate 
one- or two-hour detention, on a Wednesday at the teacher’s 
discretion.

Any actions or poor behaviour related to Covid, or behaviour 
that endangers the wellbeing of others will be dealt with by 
Mrs Carriett or Mr Goulborn. In this instance, sanctions will 

be more severe and parents contacted immediately.



Uniform
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For the beginning of term students are 

required to wear Summer Uniform. 

This means:

• Shoes and school trousers

• House polo shirt

• Blazer (if cold)

• No tie

Remember:

• Hoodies and trainers are not allowed and will be confiscated

• New plimsolls will be issued in place of trainers

• Canvas or branded footwear does not constitute a school shoe. If you 
are unsure, please email your head of year before purchasing

We plan to revert to full school uniform later in the term.

On the days you have PE:

• Students should wear George Abbot PE kit for the full day when they are 
timetabled to have a practical PE lesson. 

Expectations for PE kit include: 

• George Abbot logo embroidered Blue shorts/skort/blue 
leggings/tracksuit bottoms.

• George Abbot yellow PE polo shirt.

• George Abbot yellow socks. 

• Students may also wear non uniform blue (or black) sports bottoms for 
PE if the weather is cold. 

• Students could also bring in a spare PE polo shirt or house polo shirt to 
change into after their PE lesson if required

Please make sure you are 

regularly washing any 

clothes worn to school



Equipment
Students will not be able to borrow equipment. Therefore, it is important 
students have all the equipment they need for their lessons.. The basic 
equipment list is below, PE and Arts subjects will require additional 
equipment. 

Basic equipment list for students: 

• Blue or black biro/pen 

• Pencil x2 

• Pencil sharpener 

• Rubber 

• Ruler

• (30cm ruler for Geography) 

• Green biro/pen 

• Calculator 

• Protractor

• Set square 

• Coloured pencils/pens

• Glue stick

• Scissors (child’s scissors with rounded ends)

• Highlighter pens (optional

• Bi-lingual dictionaries (ideal) OR from year 9 onwards buy GCSE vocab 
books from MFL

• Sixth form students need to bring lined paper 

• Year 7 & 8 and students doing DT or Food as an option must have an 
apron of their own for these lessons

• There is a long list of suggested Arts/Tech equipment which has been 
sent out, but please start with an apron plus a good set of coloured 
pencils and 4 x pencils – H/HB/B/2B as a priority
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Extra-Curricular 
Clubs
• There will be a reduced extra-curricular timetable initially

• All clubs will be one-year group only (with the exception of 
Homework Club where social distancing measures can be 
put in place)

• The Gallery will be open for different year groups at 
different times for book borrowing and reading – look out 
for more information once term starts

Full list of clubs will be soon available here:

https://www.socscms.com/login/5097
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https://www.socscms.com/login/5097


If you miss school…
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If you miss school it is your responsibility to catch up any work 
you have missed.

You can access all lessons and work via the Student Learning 
Environment (SLE). Your teachers will give you more information 
on this during the first few weeks of term.

What to do if you miss school:

1. Check the lessons you have missed

2. Access the Student Learning Environment (SLE) Click Here
(use school email address and password to log in)

3. Find your subject and click your year group

4. Find the lesson you missed eg Topic: Normans, Lesson 2: 
Battle of Hastings

5. Complete the work to the best of your ability. You may not 
be able to complete all of the tasks but do your best.

6. Your teacher will expect you to have done as much as you 
can on your own, but email them for help or speak to them 
in the next lesson if needed.

https://georgeabbotschool.sharepoint.com/sites/SLE/SitePages/Home.aspx



