
Y6 Thinking Skills
Preparing for life at George Abbot School 
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As you get ready to join us at 
George Abbot, there is a lot 
that you can do to prepare for 
your transition to secondary 
school. One of these things 
includes developing your 
thinking skills. Below are 
some suggestions to help 
you. Have a go at some of the 
tasks working on them with 
friends and family. We want 
you to be confident in 
expressing your ideas and 
thinking through tasks.
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Develop independent thinking

One way to develop thinking skills to engage in 
philosophical discussions. Try having a discussion 
about these questions with someone else, and see 
if you can come up with ideas. This will help you 
gain the confidence to contribute to discussions in 
class.

➢ How are humans and animals different? 

➢ What does it mean to be free?

➢ What is the difference between good and bad?

➢ Is it always right to tell the truth?

➢What is happiness made of?
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Diamond 9 Thinking

This is a good activity to help you organise and prioritise 
ideas and one that you may use in class. The aim is to 
rank ideas with the most important at the top to the 
least important at the bottom. Use pieces of paper or 
sticky notes to write the ideas on, then you can 
rearrange them. You need to be able to justify your 
chosen order. This could be used in many different 
subjects. Try these ideas: 

9 ways you could improve your local park.

9 ways you could improve your school.

9 objects you could not do without.

9 different professions in order of importance. 
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Have you heard of 
THUNKS?

➢If I borrow a million pounds, am I a 
millionaire?

➢If we borrowed all the books from a library, is 
it still a library?

➢If you always got everything you wished for, 
would you always be happy?

➢ Can you love and hate something?

➢Is it more important to be right or to be 
nice?
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Developing your imagination
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What can you create from a squiggle? Put this sentence in to a 
search engine and there are lots of ideas including video examples.



Delve deeper in to the book you are 
reading
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➢Which character would you most like to be and why?

➢Which character would you most like to meet?

➢What’s always true about a specific character?

➢What might happen next?

➢What one thing would have changed the story completely?

➢Could you think up a different ending?



Observational Skills

➢ Pick a painting drawing or photo or piece of 
text.

➢ Study it carefully for 3 minutes.

➢ Now turn it over.

➢ Can you reproduce it? Or can you make a 
list of the contents including colours?

➢ With a piece of text, can you study it and 
then summarise it?

Sometimes we do this kind of task in groups, 
each group numbers their group members 
then each one takes it in turn to visit the 
information, return to the group and add to the 
reproduction.

You could try reproducing a diagram that you 
need to learn for science for example.
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Compare and contrast
➢ Take two objects (These can be anything e.g. two tins from 

your kitchen cupboard, two fruits etc ).

➢ Make a list of similarities and differences. 

➢ Now decide, are the two objects more similar than 
different?

➢ How would you justify your conclusion? 

You could make this subject specific e.g. by comparing two 
characters in a book, two proposals to reduce global warming 
etc.

Students might be expected to weigh up evidence for and 
against a statements and explain how far they agree. 
Remember simply having more points to agree does not 
necessarily make that the strongest argument, it may 
depend on the quality of each point!
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Memory Skills

One way to remember a list of facts is to create a 
story around them and visualise them. Try linking 
them objects that you see on your journey to 
school. Or linking them to body parts head to toe! 
Linking facts to a ‘journey’ can help you learn 
them in order, for example, if you had to 
remember the following list of animals in order 
how could you use this technique? 

• Dolphins.

• Whales.

• Elephants.

• Dogs.

• Monkeys.

• Ravens.

• Parrots.

Now think of your journey to school 
and key things you do, or you go past.

1) You shut the front door (Imagine a dolphin 
swimming through the letter box).

2) You turn the key in the lock (imagine a whale with a 
key round its neck).

3) You walk past the post box (imagine an elephant 
sitting on top). 

Get the idea? Try it and see! 

Apparently these are animals with the best 
memories!
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Asking Questions

You will be asking and 
answering questions all the 
time, but how good are you at 
creating your own? 

Try thinking about your top 5 
questions that you might ask 
about a topic in any subject. 

Or what 5 ‘magic’ questions 
would you want to ask a 
historical figure? A famous 
composer etc?
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What was the 
question?

This sounds easy but is actually quite tricky!

Find a word or phrase, this is the answer to a 
question. Now formulate possible 
questions for which that answer would be 
correct. 

E.G The answer to the question is gold, 
what was the question? 

How many different questions can you 
come up with?
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Take an article from the news and summarise it in 20 words. 
Being able to summarise requires you to pick out the key points 
and limiting the number of words is quite tricky but will help you 
develop your vocabulary.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

CBBC Newsround website is a great place to get articles.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround


Mind Maps

Mind maps are a great 
way to record 
information and can 
be useful for all 
subjects. There are 
some great 
resources, check out 
Tony Buzan.
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Be inventive

Choose an everyday 
object and think of an 
alternative use for it.

➢ A glue stick.

➢ A fork.

➢ A cheese grater. 

➢ etc
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Magic Eye Pictures
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Looking at these takes 

concentration, you need to be 

persistent and not give up!

There are loads on line, can you spot 

the cat in this one? 



Advertising

We are surrounded by advertising every day and at some point we will 
all be swayed by it. It is important that we learn to see it for what it is, 
persuasion! When you are next in a supermarket, (or look through the 
cupboards at home) look at packaging, watch adverts on TV. What 
are the advertising tricks used to sell products?

➢ Do they use celebrities?  

➢ Do they make promises?

➢ Are statistics used? How reliable are these?

➢ What messages are portrayed in the packaging?

Once you become aware of these advertising techniques, you will be 
more able to make informed decisions. 

Now try using your knowledge, and be creative, create a campaign to 
see something e.g. Grass, water, stones etc! 

These skills will also help you be more aware of how the media can be 
unreliable, look at websites for example, think:

➢ who created them? Are they trying to sell something? Do they use 
official logos?  Where does the information come from?
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Reverse Thinking…

One way of developing good 
ideas is to think in reverse. For 
example, take a situation that 
relates to school such as ‘How 
can I ensure I do well in an 
assessment?’ then consider it in 
reverse ‘How can I ensure I do 
badly in an assessment?’ 

Listing ideas for the reverse 
situation can often result in 
creative solutions to the original 
queastion.
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Learn to look at the positives 

You will inevitably face challenges in life, but it is how you 
react to them that makes the difference. Remember 
you CHOOSE how to react. 

➢ Keep a journal in which you record 3 positive things 
that happen each day.

➢ If something doesn’t go according to plan then note 
down what you have learnt from the experience 
(Good side bad side chart).

‘Success consists of going from failure to failure without 
a loss of enthusiasm’

Look up these people, why are they role models for 
persistence?

J.K Rowling, Abraham Lincoln, Christopher Reeve, Walt 
Disney.
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We hope you enjoyed working 
through these activities, and 
developing your thinking skills. 
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