
 

 

 

 

Sixth Form Parent Forum – Friday 12th June 2020 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1)”Zoom sessions are good but please can you advise how the timetable is agreed amongst the teachers as there 

have been some clashes. Much appreciated.” 

“Teachers should be attempting to provide zoom lessons in the timetable slots that students would normally have in 

school. However due to teacher's varying home circumstances this may not always be possible. We have recently 

conducted a review asking for departments to identify their regular Zoom slots so we can see an overview and help 

to resolve clashes and guide departments appropriately. Please let us know if particular subjects are problematic in 

this area.” 

2)”How does the GA plan for exams compare to other similar schools? What, if anything are GA doing different?” 

“As a Sixth Form team we have been in contact with other Sixth Forms locally and across Surrey to review other 

models and come to a decision on what is best for the students, whilst adhering to government guidance. Every 

school has a different context in terms of student and staff numbers, but several large school based sixth forms and 

colleges are adopting a similar approach to us. We are ahead of many in terms of being able to offer a significant 

amount of live/pre-recorded Zoom teaching from the start of the lockdown. Many schools are only just starting to 

offer this level of provision.”  

3)”When will the students get the results of the mocks?’ 

“An updated TEG (teacher estimated grade) will be made available to parents and students for each subject via the 

SIMS app at the start of the Summer holidays. Students will receive electronic feedback on how they performed in 

the assessments and what next steps they should be taking over the Summer for further improvements.”  

3)”Are there plans for more mocks in September?” 

“Further assessments will take place in late September to allow students to show more evidence towards their 

predicted grades. If we are in a position in school to offer these in exam settings then of course we will as it is 

important that students practice in these conditions regularly. This decision will be determined by government 

advice on the management of school settings.” 

4)”Are they expected to continue revising over the summer holiday? Will the assessment in autumn term be exam 

form?” 

“Further assessments will take place in late September to allow students to show more evidence towards their 

predicted grades if required. If we are in a position in school to offer these in exam settings then of course we will as 

it is important that students practice in these conditions regularly. This decision will be determined by government 

advice on the management of school settings.  I would expect students to keep refreshed on their learning over the 

Summer but also prioritising rest and relaxation as all students deserve a break following this period of extreme 

challenge. A focus on developing a first draft of the personal statements over the summer, if they are considering 

university applications, would also be very worthwhile.” 
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6)”Hi- how will the question papers be shared for the exams?” 

“The assessment papers for the exams will be released to students via email with secure links to the assessment 

materials. Students will submit these assessments within an allocated time period via our virtual learning 

environment. Further details on how students will do this will be released to parents and students a week before the 

exams.” 

7)”Will the exams be open-book?” 

“No. One of the primary reasons for end of year exams is to provide key insight into a student’s progress during the 

first year of Sixth Form This can be easily achieved if students embrace this opportunity to practice testing 

themselves under exam conditions whilst at home and through the feedback their teachers will provide, enable 

them to target the next steps in their learning. We would ask for parents to support that students are able to access 

a quiet, calm space to complete the assessment under, as close to exam conditions as possible.”  

 8)”It is going to be hard to enforce a non-open book policy for the mocks. Surely this will make them unfair?” 

“Students will only be cheating themselves if they choose to not try the assessment under exam conditions and get a 

true reflection of their progress this year. However what would be unfair is to base any predicted grade for 

university or other post 18 application on these exams alone. On this point we are clear as a school that we need to 

apply a more holistic approach to deciding on predicted grades. To ensure fairness we will look at a range of 

evidence from across this year, and also in the first term of Year 13, to ensure students get the predicted grades they 

deserve.”  

9)‘If you can’t accommodate all students in school now what measures are in place moving forward for Sept’ 

“We can clearly only be guided on government policy on planning for further opening from September. We will 

continue to consult with other schools to find workable solutions around any further guidance that is released. Our 

first focus is looking to further develop our online teaching model to support students even more effectively if 

schools do not open to all students from September.” 

10)”What is happening with AS grades this year?” 

“AS grades, in the same manner as GCSE and A level grades, will be calculated using centre assessed grades provided 

by the school and undergo moderation by the exam boards. Therefore all students entered for an AS this year will 

receive a grade this summer. The current guidance states that students will have an opportunity to sit an exam in the 

Autumn if they are unhappy with this calculated grade. We are awaiting the result of the Ofqual consultation, due to 

be released by the end of the academic year, on what this Autumn exam series will look like and how it can support 

students taken AS exams.” 

 

 

  


