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Introduction

This guide is intended for students, parents and staff, and our aim is to explain how we will structure and organise Key Stage 4 

incorporating Year 9, 10 and 11. It will detail specifically the curriculum offer we have for students across the three years of Key 

Stage 4. We want to ensure our students have the best chance to succeed and we believe we have structured our curriculum to 

allow this. Our priority has been to preserve breadth of subjects studied and to provide students with guidance to create a more 

personalised timetable. The process we follow over the next few months will enable students to make an effective transition to a 

more varied and personalised curriculum for Year 9 and beyond. We aim to provide advice and guidance that is informed, accurate 

and impartial and to do this we have planned a programme of support which will supplement the regular careers teaching 

delivered through personal and social education. The key dates in this programme are:

 Tuesday   10   December 2019 Extended assembly on KS4 Curriculum

 Tuesday   10   December   Year 8 Parents’ Information Evening

 By Friday  13 December    KS4 Curriculum booklet issued

      Letters sent notifying parents and students of recommended number of  

      subject choices

 Friday  17  January 2020  Assembly to explain interviews and online choices

 Tuesday   21  January  Key Stage 4 Subject Presentation Evening

 Monday  27  January  Interviews with senior staff begin

 Monday  10 February    Taster Day – Students will experience a day of GCSE                                      

      level lessons and learning

 Friday    7 February  Interviews with senior staff end

 By Friday   14    February   Online KS4 Curriculum form distributed

 Monday    9   March   Deadline for return of online KS4 Curriculum form

We will be writing early in the process to inform each student and their parents of the proposed personalised curriculum 

recommended by school, based on each student’s strengths and individual needs. This will provide the basis for any subsequent 

decision making and is aimed at creating a strong subject profile maximising progression opportunities post 16. 

Students need to have an accurate and realistic picture of themselves and their strengths and weaknesses when considering 

the suitability of opportunities available to them. We will arrange a personal interview for every Year 8 student with a senior 

member of staff. These interviews will take place between Monday 27 January and Friday 7 February 2020.  The interview provides 

individual time for each student to discuss their personalised curriculum and any choices available to them. We will also collapse 

the Year 8 timetable for a day and set up a day of taster lessons that will allow students to sample GCSE learning in potential Key 

Stage 4 subjects. 
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Points to consider when making any required course choices:

Achievement: students should recognise where their previous achievement has been experienced and where success is possible 

with the right amount of hard work.

Interest: success is often related to hard work, which in turn is linked to the interest and motivation that a student has in the 

subject.

Career and Qualifications: very few students in Year 8 know exactly the career, higher or further education path on which they 

would like to embark. Later on, certain subjects may become an essential requirement for certain careers but at this stage our 

guidance for shaping each student’s Key Stage 4 curriculum is designed to minimise restricting future career paths.

Easy Choices: there can be a tendency to assume that it is easier to gain a qualification in some subjects rather than others. All 

subjects are rigorous in their own way. A student’s aptitude and interest in a subject will be the best guide.

Course related charges: whilst parents cannot be required to provide items for a course, we hope that, as in previous years, 

parents will be prepared to make a contribution towards the consumables required by certain courses, particularly practical ones. 

We emphasise, however, that no student will be excluded from a course because of financial limitations.

Flexibility: be prepared to have alternative ‘reserve choices’ considered because some subjects will only be timetabled if there are 

sufficient numbers of students who wish to take them. Equally, subjects may be oversubscribed.

Advice: pastoral and subject staff will provide guidance to the students throughout this period of discussion and decision 

making. Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require any further assistance in making the final decision.

What is the EBACC?

The English Baccalaurate (EBacc) is the title for a suite of what are considered the more traditional subjects. The subjects that 

make up the EBacc are English, Mathematics, Science (including Computer Science), a Modern or Ancient Foreign language and a 

Humanities subject; either History or Geography.

At George Abbot, Mathematics, English language and literature and Science are part of the Foundation Element of the Key Stage 

4 curriculum and taken by all students. Based on academic aptitude, progress and attainment, the vast majority of our students 

also take a qualification in Humanities, Computer Science and/or a foreign language.

It is important to note that universities have not made the EBacc a part of their admissions criteria. However, EBacc subjects are 

categorised as ‘facilitating subjects’. This means that they are expected to provide students with the academic grounding that 

will help them progress to A Levels and university alongside the study of other subjects that might be drawn from the creative, 

technical and practical subject areas. Top universities expect students to have two of their three A Levels in these ‘facilitating 

subjects’. Our Key Stage 4 curriculum model is designed so that students combine more traditional classroom-based subjects with 

other creative, technical, practical and vocational subjects from a broad range on offer, to keep future options open.
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Following a review of the Key Stage 4 curriculum, we are really pleased that George Abbot students and parents 

feel that the curriculum is well suited to our context, aims and to our students’ needs. Through our curriculum, 

we aim to deliver a broad and balanced educational experience. We believe that depth is equally important to 

enable the levels of understanding and knowledge that epitomise an excellent education. It is our long held 

view that education must challenge young people to think, analyse, evaluate and create. We base our curriculum 

philosophy around the concept of belonging.

For 2019/20, we are acting on feedback from students, parents and staff, that choosing 4 personalised subjects 

to study in Key Stage 4 is quite challenging to do by the end of Year 8. So for this cohort we are introducing a 

new system, whereby students will personalise 5 subjects in their Key Stage 4 timetable for Year 9, and then 

narrow down this selection to 4 subjects of study for Years 10 and 11. There will then be further opportunities for 

personalisation of timetables at the end of Year 10, when all students’ progress will be reviewed.

The Key Stage 4 curriculum has been designed to adapt to national educational developments and to meet the 

varied needs of all our students, whilst providing breadth of study. The Key Stage 4 curriculum at George Abbot 

consists of a Foundation of compulsory subjects which consists of: English, Maths, Science and RE that lead to the 

award of a qualification, as well as non-examined subjects that also form part of our balanced curriculum; PSE and 

core PE.

Upon this Foundation, a combination of 5 of the following subjects will complete your child’s Key Stage 4 

curriculum:

Humanities & Computer Science: Students will be assigned to choose from this category which consists of the   

    following subjects – History, Geography, Computer Science.

Languages:   Students will be assigned to choose from this category which consists of the   

    following subjects – French, German, Spanish

Breadth subjects:  Students are free to choose any subjects in this category, which consists of   

    a full variety of Visual Arts (Fine Art; Graphics; Photography; Textiles),   

    Performing Arts (Dance; Drama; Music), Technology (Children’s Play, Learning  

    & Development; Design Technology; Digital Information Technology; Food &   

    Nutition), Social Science (Business Studies, Sociology) subjects and    

    Media Studies and PE Studies

Vocational:   Some students are encouraged to take a vocational course, but all students   

    are free to indicate they would like to take a course in this category, which   

    consists of the following subjects – Sports Studies, Construction,    

    Hair & Beauty, Digital Information Technology and Children’s Play, Learning &   

    Development.

Complementary  This element is ‘by invitation’ and designed to facilitate selected students   

(by invitation only):  who will benefit from flexibility in their weekly curriculum, which may provide  

    opportunities, for example, for supplementary Maths or English provision to   

    boost their GCSE progress.

Students will be given guidance concerning their personalised curriculum and will complete a ‘Key Stage 4 

Personalised Curriculum form’ during the Spring term which will also allow them to indicate any required subject 

preferences.

KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 2020 - 2023
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM MODEL
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A Key Stage 4 Curriculum to Suit All Learners

Our curriculum has been designed to ensure flexibility in 

meeting student needs in Key Stage 4. Following guidance, 

students will finalise their personal curriculum which will 

be based on a combination of academic aptitude, learning 

needs and subject preferences. The George Abbot curriculum 

model combines academic, practical and vocational subjects 

to provide a broad and balanced learning experience. We 

expect the typical student to study 10 GCSEs. However, our 

model is flexible and does allow students to complete a 

minimum of 9 GCSEs with the possibility of working for 11 

GCSEs. This allows us to tailor the curriculum to ensure the 

correct amount of support or challenge for each individual 

student. We offer students personal and impartial advice and 

guidance throughout the process of shaping their Key Stage 

4 curriculum. The first step in this process is a letter detailing 

the school’s guidance and expectations, based on analysis of 

each student’s progress and attainment at Key Stage 3 and 

projected outcomes for Key Stage 4.

Assessment
For any GCSE courses beginning in September 2020, all 

external exams will be completed at the end of the course. 

Re-sits of individual modules are not available. BTEC and 

other vocational courses may expect students to sit exams 

at different stages throughout the course and these can 

be retaken if time permits. In some cases, where additional 

GCSEs are taken, we may be able to enter students for these 

earlier. Pupils will still be able to retake full GCSEs in Maths 

and English. Marks for accurate spelling, punctuation and use 

of grammar will be awarded in exams that have a sufficient 

written English component – English Literature, Geography, 

History and Religious Studies. In most GCSE courses the 

volume of assessment continues to be significant for students 

who take 10 or more subjects. It is important for students to 

be aware of the requirements of each course and to aim for 

the highest standards by keeping up to date with assignments, 

project work and exam revision. Details and specific 

information about the various courses on offer can be found in 

this booklet.

Open Evenings
To explain more about the non-foundation subjects offered 

in the Key Stage 4 curriculum, we are organising an Open 

Evening at which parents and students will be able to 

hear more about the courses on offer. Staff will give short 

presentations in their subject bases which will give those 

interested the opportunity to listen to up to date information.

This will take place on:

Tuesday 21 January, from 6.00 – 8.30pm. Students will also get 

further guidance through their lessons in careers education 

and through special assemblies.

Taster Day
To give students an experience of what lessons and learning 

will be like at Key Stage 4, and to assist with making any 

final subject choices available to them, we have planned a 

taster day. Students will select five subjects to attend and 

will experience lessons in all of these instead of their usual 

timetabled lessons for that day. This will take place on Monday 

10 February. We will invite you to book these sessions in the 

New Year.

Additional Support in Maths and English
For a small number of students who would benefit from 

additional support in Maths and English, we will assign them 

to access the Complementary Element of the Key Stage 4 

curriculum. This curriculum provision is designed to improve 

the literacy and numeracy standards of these students so that 

they can most effectively access the rest of their curriculum.

Visually Impaired Study Support
A small number of students, selected by the VI unit staff, will 

be offered Study Support, which will take the place of one 

GCSE/BTEC subject. During Study Support lessons, students 

will consolidate work being done in their exam subjects whilst 

also reinforcing and developing skills such as note taking, 

essay writing, word-processing and revision. Parents will be 

consulted on this option before a decision is made.
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Vocational Provision

School offers a number of vocational courses, all of which lead to respected qualifications that are the equivalent to a 

GCSE. Vocational subjects allow students to learn about particular areas of employment and work within their Key Stage 4 

curriculum. The following courses are offered here at George Abbot School.

The subjects that offer vocational learning are:

• Sport Studies (Cambridge National)

• Digital Information Technology (BTEC)

• Children’s Play, Learning and Development

• Hair and Beauty*

• Construction: Heating and Plumbing* (BTEC)

*  Please note that there are a limited number of places on the Hair and Beauty course and Construction   

 course.

Selected students will be prioritised to follow a course in the ‘Vocational Element’ of the Key Stage 4 curriculum, based on 

aptitude and interest in entering careers related to these vocations. Students who think they might plan to leave school 

aged 16 and progress to an apprenticeship or Further Education College to complete training in one of these areas, or a 

related area, should find out more about them. These courses suit students who learn well through practical work and 

coursework style assignments rather than just preparing for written exams.

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR ALL STUDENTS: Students who are not prioritised to take one of these Vocational Element 

courses, may still indicate their interest when making their subject choices on their Personalised Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

Form that will be filled in later in the year.

You can read more about all subjects on the subject pages in this booklet.
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Online Career Resources

Online Apprenticeship Resources

Labour Market Information
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What Should I Choose For a Future Career?

Art Therapist
Art Valuer
Auctioneer
Book Illustrator
Production Assistant
Concept Artist
Curator
Exhibition Designer
Fabric Designer
Hairstylist
Medical Illustrator
Model Maker
Prop Maker
Visual Merchandiser

Art

Animal Physiotherapist
Biochemist
Dental Nurse
Diagnostic Radiographer
Environ. Health Officer
Geneticist
Geologist
Medicine
Nanotechnologist
Research Scientist
Pharmacy Technician
Physiotherapist
Science Journalist
Veterinary Nurse

Biology

Hotel Manager
Human Resources Man.
Insurance Loss Adjuster
Logistics Manager
Marketing Assistant
Operations Manager
Project Manger
Public Relations Officer
Restaurant Owner
Recruitment Consultant
Self-employed
Supply Chain Manager
Tour Manager
Visitor Attraction Man.

Business Studies

Analytical Chemist
Art Conservator
Chef
Chemical Engineer
Environmental Consultant
Forensic Scientist
Medicinal Chemist
Perfumer
Pharmacist
Science Journalist
Sport Scientist
Toxicologist
Vet

Chemistry

Child Psychotherapist
Education Psychologist
Family Support Worker
Health Visitor
Holiday Representative
Housing Manager
Immigration Officer
Nursery Nurse
Paediatric Nurse
Play Specialist
Safeguarding Officer
Social Worker
Teacher

Children’s Play Learning 
& Development

Building Control Surveyor
Contracts Manager
Drone Pilot
Estimator
Facilities Manager
Landscaper
Project Manager
Shopfitter 
Site Manager
Stage designer
Stonemason
Thatcher
Town Planning Assistant

Construction

Business Studies
Hotel Manager
Human Resources Man.
Insurance Loss Adjuster
Logistics Manager
Marketing Assistant
Operations Manager
Project Manger
Public Relations Officer
Restaurant Owner
Recruitment Consultant
Self-employed
Supply Chain Manager
Tour Manager
Visitor Attraction Man.

Computer Science & ICT

Community Arts Coord.
Drama Therapist
Events Manager
Live Event Riggers
Make-up Artist
Music Therapist
Outside Broadcast 
Engineer 
Personal Trainer
Primary School Teacher
Radio Presenter
Runner
Screenwriter
Speech Therapist
Theatre Director

Dance & Drama

Architect
Building Control Officer
Cabinet Maker
Construction
CAD Technician
Civil Engineering
Electrician
Engineering Model Maker
Fashion Designer
Innovation Manager
Luthier
Product Designer
Theatre Set Carpenter
Wedding Dress Designer

Design & Technology

Aerospace Engineer
Business Development 
Manager
Electrician
Environmental Advisor
Estates Manager
Gas Installation Engineer
Health and Safety Advisor
HGV Mechanic
Industrial Project Manager
Maintenance Engineer
Marine Engineer
Marketing Manager
Medical Engineer
Structural Engineer

Engineering

Academic Librarian
Advertising Copywriter
Business Manager
Communications Assistant
Editorial Assistant
Journalist
Media Researcher
Director of Photography
Regional Development 
Officer
Solicitor
Sub-editor
Theatre Manager
TV/Film/Video Producer
Web Content Manager

English & Media

Brewer
Chef
Dietician
Food Development 
Manager
Food Scientist
Food Technologist
Nanny
Nutritionist
Personal Trainer
Quality Manager
Restaurant Manager
Sommelier
Supply Chain Practitioner
Wedding Planner

Food Technology 
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What they found most useful/helpful in making their choices

What they prefer about KS4

Agricultural Ecologist
Cartographer
Conservationist
Drilling Engineer
Farmer
Geoscientist
Environmentalist
Meteorologist
Mudlogger
Sustainability Consultant
Transport Planner
Travel Consultant
Volcanologist
Water Resources Specialist

Geography

Advertising Art Director
Animator
Book Illustrator
Creative Director
Exhibition Designer
Fine Artist
Games Developer
Greeting Card Designer
Landscape Architect
Landscape Gardener
Stylist
Urban Designer
VFX Artist
Web Designer

Graphic Design

Barber
Body Piercer
College Lecturer
Image Consultant
Massage Therapist
Reflexologist
Sales Representative
Salon Manager
Skin Technician
Spa Therapist
Special Effects Make-up 
Artist
Tattooist
Wardrobe Assistant
Wig Designer

Hair and Beauty

Anthropologist
Archeologist
Archivist
Cartographer
Chartered Legal Executive
Curator
Editorial Assistant
Heritage Manager
Hist Buildings Inspector
Insurance Underwriter
Lawyer
Museum Education Officer
Political Assistant
Tourism Officer

History

Broadcast Journalist
Civil Service
Customs Officer
Digital Copywriter
Diplomatic Service Officer
Hotel Receptionist
Intelligence Analyst
Language Analyst
Patent Examiner
Social researcher
Speech Therapist
Tour Manager
Translator
Travel Advisor

Languages

Actuary
Buyer
Carpenter
Coder
Doctor
Economist
Engineering
F1 Engineer
Investment Analyst
Mortgage Advisor
Quantity Surveyor
Research Scientist
Software Engineer
Statistician

Maths

Acoustic Consultant
Booking Agent
Broadcast Engineer
Composer
Music Licensing Manager
Music Therapist
Music Promoter
Private Tutor
Radio Broadcast Assistant
Radio Producer
Road Crew Technician
Soldier
Sound Technician
Venue Manager

Music

Armed Forces
Exercise Physiologist
Firefighter
Health Promotion 
Specialist
Holiday Representative
Life Coach
Paramedic
Personal Trainer
Physiotherapist
Sports Coach

Sports Development 
Officer
Sports Therapist
Stunt Performer
Youth Worker

PE/Sports Studies

Advertising Manager
Archive Digitiser
Film/Video Editor
Forensic 
Photographer
Lighting Technician
Location Manager
Magazine Features 
Editor
Media Planner
Medical 
Photographer
Photojournalist
Photo Restorer
Social Media 
Assistant
Studio Manager
TV Camera Operator

Photography

What Should I Choose For a Future Career?

Applications 
Developer
Atmospheric 
Physicist
Geophysicist
Materials Scientist
Biomedical Engineer
Lighting Technician
Medical Physicist
Metallurgist
Nuclear Engineer
Prosthetist
Radiotherapy 
Radiographer

Radiation Protection 
Officer
Research Scientist
Technical Author

Physics

Archivist
Chaplain
Charity Fundraiser
Community Officer
Editorial Assistant
Health Service 
Manager
Humanitarian Aid 
Worker
Immigration Officer
Palliative Care Nurse
Patient Services 
Manager
Police Officer
Policy Officer
Recruitment 
Consultant
Youth Worker

RE

Carer
Communications 
Manager
Community Worker
End of Life Coach
Family Support 
Worker
Grant Fundraiser
Heritage Officer
Market Researcher
Medical Sociologists
Recruitment Officer
Social Researcher
Social Action 
Manager
Town Planner
Volunteering           
Co-ordinator

Sociology

Fabric Curator
Fabric Technologist
Fashion Historian
Interior Designer
Laboratory 
Technician
Make-up Artist
Magazine Journalist
Production 
Supervisor
Retail Buyer
Retail Manager
Stylist
Textile Designer
Wallpaper Designer
Wedding Planner

Textiles
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Tips and advice from current Year 10 students

Advice from current Year 10 students to the current 
Year 8s on choosing their options

Kerry
“Pick what you want even if no one you 
know is, because you can meet new 
people even from the other half of the 
year group. ”

Hafsah
“Choose subjects you are confident in.”

Sofia
“Choose subjects you enjoyed in Year 7 
and 8.”

Finlay

“My advice to current year 8 students is 
to always aim high and don’t give up.”

     Oriane
 “The subject presentation evening and the taster day were the things I found 
most useful when choosing my options.”

Lazar
“I would recommend that you choose the subjects you are passionate about and would 
wish to persue in your further education. This will lead you to better grades in class.” 

What they found most useful/helpful in making their choices

Alex

“I wanted to do practical, academic and language subjects, so that I had a mix of 
lessons on my timetable.”

Zolt

“My advice is think about what you 
would like to be when you are older and 
based on that, choose your subject. ”

Mahia

“The taster day was pretty helpful 
giving us an insight of what the subjects 
were like.”

Jack

“The work is more challenging but 
more enjoyable. ”

Amy 
“I asked older students and teachers 
what the subjects were like.”

Zolt
“I am an artistic person so I chose Music and Art because I knew that I had to improve          
those skills.”

Philip

“Fewer subjects, as it allows me to do  
each in more detail.”

Emily

“In your lessons you are surrounded 
by people who also enjoy the 
subject.”

Zoe
“I like it as it is more challenging than 
KS3 which is good because it helps you 
improve in aspects that you are not 
as strong in and allows you to push 
yourself in areas that you feel confident 
in.”

Rebecca

“I prefer Key Stage 4 because the 
topics we do in each lesson are more 
interesting.”

What they prefer about KS4

Ryan

“I like the new teachers and the new 
T-Block. ”

Felix

“I would say that you should choose 
carefully and be sure that you will like 
that subject in the later years. ”

Kevin
“I was inspired by my teachers.”

Max
“I thought about what the best choices 
for me would be.”

Isabel

“I listened to my teacher in the 
interview.”

Lucie
“My parents helped me.”

Laura
“In Year 9 everything will become more 
challenging and you will need to work 
harder for longer, but the teacher, form 
tutors and heads of year are there for 
one reason - to help you learn.”
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English Language and Literature

English is taken by all students. In Years 10 and 11 the year group will be divided into 12 teaching groups based upon their ability 

and their performance in English in Year 7, 8 and 9 (in Year 9, students will follow a course of study aligned to GCSE skills working 

with KS4 level texts) as well as the end of KS3 assessment in English. For all students, the courses will comprise of English 

Language and English Literature and this will lead to two separate GCSEs. 

Grading in both English Language and English Literature has changed from A*-G to 9-1 (with 9 being the highest grade 

available). In the new Specifications in both English Language and English Literature, there is a greater emphasis on technical 

accuracy in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. There is a single tier of entry in both English Language and English Literature. 

We use AQA for both English Language and English Literature. Students are strongly advised to buy copies of the texts they are 

studying.

Course code: AQA 8700

English Language

In AQA English Language students complete two examinations that assess their ability to respond to unseen fiction and non-

fiction tests. The unseen texts will be from the 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries. Similarly, both examinations assess the students’ 

ability to write in a descriptive or narrative style, or write to present a particular viewpoint.

Paper 1 English Language GCSE: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1 hour 45 minutes/ 50% of GCSE)

Section A: (Reading) Students are asked a range of questions in response to an unseen literary fiction text (40 marks).

Section B: (Writing) Students are asked to complete an extended writing task that assesses their ability to construct a narrative 

and write descriptively (there are 24 marks for content and organisation with 16 marks available for technical accuracy in 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar).

Paper 2 English Language GCSE: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 hour 45 minutes/ 50% of GCSE)

Section A: (Reading) Students are asked a range of questions in response to one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction 

text. Students are expected to identify similarities and differences between the two texts (40 marks).

Section B: (Writing) Students are asked to complete an extended writing task that assesses their ability to adapt their writing to 

present a particular viewpoint or opinion (there are 24 marks for content and organisation with 16 marks available for technical 

accuracy in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar).

All students are expected to pass GCSE English Language at grade 4 or above by the age of 16. If they do not achieve this they 

will be expected to continue studying English until they have passed or up to the age of 18. We will expect students to have 

grade 5 or above to progress to the Sixth Form.

Course code: AQA 8702

GCSE English Literature

All students will follow the AQA Specification for English Literature. This is assessed through 2 examinations. Students will study a 

range of poetry, prose and drama texts from a range of literary periods in preparation for their examinations. 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (1 hour 45 minutes/ 40% of GCSE).

Section A: (Shakespeare) Students will respond to an extract of a Shakespeare play they will have studied in class. Their response 

must demonstrate understanding of the whole text.

Section B: (19th Century Novel) Students will respond to an extract from the novel showing an understanding of the whole text.

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (2 hours 15 minutes/ 60% of GCSE).

Students will answer one essay question on a prose or drama text they will have studied in class. Students will then answer a 

comparative question on two poems from an anthology of poetry studied in class. Students are then asked to respond to two 

unseen poems in a comparative essay. 

Details of the specifications can be found at:

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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Mathematics
Course code: EDEXCEL 1MA1

What will you learn?
Mathematics is taken by all students. The work covered in Years 9, 10 and 11 continues the study of number, algebra, ratio, 

proportion and rates of change, statistics and probability and geometry and measures, all of which the students will have 

become familiar with in Years 7 and 8. Half the marks at the foundation tier will be testing number and ratio, proportion and 

change.

Assessment
There are two tiers of entry, Higher and Foundation. Grades available are 9 – 1 overall, with questions targeted at grades 1 – 5 

at Foundation tier and at grades 4 – 9 at Higher tier. There is no coursework for GCSE Mathematics.  All students will sit three 

papers:  two calculator papers and one non-calculator paper. All papers will have a weighting of 33.3%, be marked out of 80, and 

last for 1 hour and 30 minutes. Examinations will take place at the end of Year 11 in June. 

We use the Edexcel examination board, the reference is Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 1MA1. To find more details, visit www.

edexcel.com/gcsemaths2015guide

All students will be placed in classes with careful consideration given to their performance in Maths in Years 7 and 8 as well as 

their end of Key Stage 3 assessment.  A decision on the tier of entry will be made two months before the exam.

Next Steps 
All students are expected to pass GCSE Maths at grade 4 or above by the age of 16. If they do not achieve this they will be 

expected to continue studying Maths until they have passed or up to the age of 18. We will expect students to have grade 5 or 

above to progress to the Sixth Form.

GCSE Mathematics students can progress on to A Level Maths if they achieve a high grade 6  in the final exam.  Many other 

subjects request GCSE Maths if you wish to study them at an advanced level; for example, Physics.

Career Information
Jobs directly related to mathematics degree include:

• Actuarial analyst

• Actuary

• Forensic accountant

• Operational researcher

• Research scientist (maths)

• Secondary school teacher

• Statistician

• Stockbroker

And many more...
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Science 

There are two possible routes through the GCSE Science Curriculum.  All students will cover the same programme of study in Year 

9. Students  who attain highly in the Year 9 exam and end of topic test are offered Treble science separate science. 

Combined Science: Trilogy GCSE  (Double Science)

Course code: AQA 8464

The majority of students at George Abbot will follow this course, which leads to two GCSEs in Science. The Combined Science 

course contains a mixture of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics. The topics covered are the same as those covered in the 

Separate Science course, but Combined Science students are not required to learn the advanced material covered in Separate 

Science. More information about these topics can be found under the descriptions of the Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE 

courses in this booklet. 

The Combined Science course is examined by written examination only. There are 6 exams (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics) 

all of which are taken in the Summer term of Year 11.

Throughout the course students will carry out ‘required practicals’. Although these practicals do not count directly towards the 

GCSE grade, the written examinations will include questions which test the students’ knowledge of this practical work.

Please note that the Combined Science course is suitable for students who wish to take A Levels in Science subjects.

Treble Science GCSEs (Separate Science)

Course code: AQA 8461, 8462, 8463

Treble Science Students take separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students are awarded three GCSEs - a separate 

grade in each subject. The course covers more challenging material in addition to the material covered in Combined Science. It is 

therefore most appropriate for students who are particularly able in the Sciences. 

All three GCSEs are examined by written examination only. There are two exams in each subject. All examinations are taken in the 

Summer term of Year 11.

Throughout the courses students will carry out ‘required practicals’. Although these practicals do not count directly towards the 

GCSE grade, the written examinations will include questions which test the students’ knowledge of this practical work.

More information about the Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses can be found in the relevant sections of this booklet.
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Course code: 
8461- GCSE Biology (Treble Science) 8464- GCSE Combined 

Science with Chemistry and Physics (Trilogy)

What will you learn?
1. Cell Biology

2. Organisation

3. Infection and response

4. Bioenergetics

5. Homeostasis and response

6. Inheritance, variation and evolution

7. Ecology.

Assessment
GCSE Biology (Treble Science): 

Paper 1 - Topics 1-4 - 1hr 45mins- 50%

Paper 2 - Topics 5-7 - 1hr 45mins- 50%

No coursework - 10 required practical activities to be 

covered.  Practical skills will be assessed on in the written 

exam papers.

GCSE Combined Science:

Biology element will make up 33% of GCSE Combined 

Science course with Chemistry and Physics

Paper 1 - Topics 1-4 - 1hr 15mins- 50%

Paper 2 - Topics 5-7 - 1hr 15mins- 50%

No coursework - 7 required practical activities to be 

covered. Practical skills will be assessed on in the written 

exam papers.

Biology

Next steps
To study A level Biology at George Abbot School you will need 

a 6-6 or above in GCSE Combined Science or an average of 

a 6 or above in Treble Science (i.e. an average of 6 or above 

in Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs) and 6 or above in 

GCSE Biology (Treble Science) or a 6 or above in the Biology 

exams in GCSE Combined Science and 6 or above in GCSE 

Mathematics.

Successful GCSE students will be welcomed to continue 

the study of Biology in the George Abbot Sixth Form. GCSE 

Biology provides the necessary analytical and research skills 

that are often needed in a range of industries.

Careers information
With further training, you could go into a job related 

to Science and Biology such as a Science Teacher, 

Physiotherapist, Sport Scientist, Marine Biologist, Vet or 

Doctor. You could also go straight into employment and do 

further training or part time study with the support of your 

employer (e.g. NHS).

Extra costs and requirements
Optional purchase of a revision guide.
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Chemistry

Course code 
AQA Combined Science: Trilogy 8464, AQA Chemistry 8462

What will you learn? 
The course deals with all aspects of Chemistry: in other 

words how substances are made or extracted, how they 

are purified, what they are used for and how they can be 

analysed. There is also an emphasis on the relationship 

between Chemistry and environmental problems, both as a 

cause and as a solution.

Assessment 
Assessment for separate Science Chemistry

Paper 1 Topics 1-5 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2 Topics 6-10 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

Assessment for Combined Science: Trilogy

Two papers of 1 hour and 15 minutes in each science: 

Biology Chemistry and Physics.

There are also a number of, ‘required practicals’ that must 

be completed for both the separate Science Chemistry 

GCSE and the Trilogy Combined Science GCSE.

Course content: 

 • Atomic structure and the periodic table

 • Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

 • Quantitative Chemistry

 • Chemical changes and energy changes

 • The rate and extent of chemical change

 • Organic chemistry

 • Chemical analysis

 • Chemistry of the atmosphere

 • Using resources.

Note about the Chemistry GCSE and Combined Science: 

Trilogy students study the same topics, but the Chemistry 

GCSE students have extra content towards the end of each 

topic.

Next steps 
You could take this course to prepare for advanced level 

courses such as an A/AS level in Science and specialise 

further in Chemistry.

You will need to pass GCSE at Grade 6 to study A Level 

Chemistry at George Abbot School.

Careers information 
Chemistry is such a central science that it leads to a whole 

host of further areas from medicine through forensic 

science to various forms of engineering.

Extra costs and requirements 
None
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Course code Physics: 8463  Combined Science: 8464

What will you learn?
There are 8 topics:
1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Particle model of matter
4. Atomic structure
5. Forces
6. Waves
7. Magnetism and electromagnetism
8. Space physics (Trebles only).

The detail of each module is as follows:

Forces: engineers analyse forces when designing a 
great variety of machines and instruments, from road 
bridges and fairground rides to atomic force microscopes. 
Anything mechanical can be analysed in this way. Recent 
developments in artificial limbs use the analysis of forces to 
make movement possible.

Energy: the concept of energy emerged in the 19th 
century. The idea was used to explain the work output of 
steam engines and then generalised to understand other 
heat engines. It also became a key tool for understanding 
chemical reactions and biological systems. Limits to the use 
of fossil fuels and global warming are critical problems for 
this century. Physicists and engineers are working hard to 
identify ways to reduce our energy usage.

Waves: wave behaviour is common in both natural and 
man-made systems. Waves carry energy from one place 
to another and can also carry information. Designing 
comfortable and safe structures such as bridges, houses 
and music performance halls requires an understanding of 
mechanical waves. Modern technologies such as imaging 
and communication systems show how we can make the 
most of electromagnetic waves.

Electricity: electric charge is a fundamental property 
of matter everywhere. Understanding the difference in 
the microstructure of conductors, semiconductors and 
insulators makes it possible to design components and 
build electric circuits. Many circuits are powered with 
mains electricity, but portable electrical devices must 
use batteries of some kind. Electrical power fills the 
modern world with artificial light and sound, information 
and entertainment, remote sensing and control. The 
fundamentals of electromagnetism were worked out by 
scientists of the 19th century. However, power stations, like 
all machines, have a limited lifetime. If we all continue to 
demand more electricity this means building new power 
stations in every generation – but what mix of power 
stations can promise a sustainable future?

Magnetism and electromagnetism: electromagnetic 
effects are used in a wide variety of devices. Engineers 
make use of the fact that a magnet moving in a coil can 
produce electric current and also that when current flows 
around a magnet it can produce movement. It means that 
systems that involve control or communications can take 
full advantage of this. 

Particle model of matter: the particle model is widely 
used to predict the behaviour of solids, liquids and gases 

and this has many applications in everyday life. It helps 
us to explain a wide range of observations and engineers 
use these principles when designing vessels to withstand 
high pressures and temperatures such as submarines and 
spacecraft. It also explains why it is difficult to make a good 
cup of tea high up a mountain!

Atomic structure: ionising radiation is hazardous but can 
be most useful. Although radioactivity was discovered 
over a century ago, it took many nuclear physicists several 
decades to understand the structure of atoms, nuclear 
forces and stability. Early researchers suffered from their 
exposure to ionising radiation. Rules for radiological 
protection were first introduced in the 1930s and 
subsequently improved. Today radioactive materials are 
widely used in medicine, industry, agriculture and electrical 
power generation.

Space physics: questions about where we are, and where 
we came from, have been asked for thousands of years. 
In the past century, astronomers and astrophysicists have 
made remarkable progress in understanding the scale 
and structure of the universe, its evolution and ours. New 
questions have emerged recently. ‘Dark matter’, which 
bends light and holds galaxies together but does not emit 
electromagnetic radiation, is everywhere – what is it? And 
what is causing the universe to expand ever faster?

Assessment
There will be no coursework element for either GCSE Physics or 
double Science.

Double Science

Two exam papers both 1 hour 15 mins and worth 16.7% of final 
GCSE

Questions will be multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response.

Physics

Two exam papers both 1 hour 45 mins and worth 50% of final 
GCSE

Questions will be multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response.

Next steps
Successful GCSE students will be welcomed to continue the 
study of Physics into the George Abbot Sixth Form.

You will need to pass GCSE at Grade 6 to study A Level Physics 
at George Abbot School.

Careers information
As well as learning about how the universe works, you will 
get a broad training in skills that all employers value – an 
ability to grasp concepts quickly, a determination to find 
coherent answers, not to mention problem-solving, analytical, 
mathematical and IT skills.

Even if you do not end up working in a physics-related industry, 
these skills are still highly regarded. Studying physics is a good 
way of keeping your options open and earning a good salary.

Extra costs and requirements
Speak to a member of the Science Faculty.                         
www.aqa.org.uk 

Physics
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Religious Education

Course code: AQA 8062BA 
All students study Religious Education in Key Stage Four. Students have two hours a week of RE in Year 9 and 10 and sit the AQA 

Religious Studies A GCSE in the Summer of Year 10 (course code: 8062). Students are taught in mixed ability classes.

In Year 9 students learn about the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Buddhism. In Year 10 students explore 

different religious, philosophical and ethical themes including crime and punishment, peace and conflict, social justice and 

relationships and families.

Students sit two exams, one is on the study of religions (Christianity and Buddhism), the other is on the thematic studies. Each 

exam lasts 1 hour 45 minutes and is worth 50% of the GCSE.

“Learning about other religions 
has helped me widen my view of 
religion and cultural awareness.”   
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Course Code:  
Art and Design (Fine Art) - WJEC Educas GC56 - C651QS

What will you learn? 
Fine Art is defined here as that aspect of art, craft and 
design that is developed primarily for aesthetic, intellectual 
or conceptual purposes rather than considerations that are 
principally functional and utilitarian. Students undertaking 
this course must explore practical and relevant critical 
and contextual sources such as the work of historical and 
contemporary fine artists and the different purposes, 
intentions and functions of fine art as appropriate to their 
own work.

At the beginning of the course students will learn the 
foundation skills to be successful in this GCSE, especially 
how to draw from direct observation using a variety 
of drawing methods. Candidates are then taught how 
to research a project, developing initial research using 
experimentation in, for example etching, lino or ceramics. 
This work is ultimately developed into a final piece which 
could be figurative, representational or abstract. The 
understanding of the formal elements of Art and Design 
is extremely important to ensure high quality work is 
produced and this is taught by studying a variety of 
contemporary and traditional artists’ work. 

The qualification is a linear 3 year course, with the first 
year being a foundation year, enabling students to learn a 
number of skills in preparation for the full GCSE course. 

The students must complete two components: Component 
1: Portfolio; Component 2: Externally set assignment.

Component 1: A Portfolio will be produced to include a 
number of Art projects undertaken throughout the 3 years. 
The Portfolio will be marked out of 120 marks, and will form 
60% of the final mark.

Component 2: Externally set assignment. Students will 
complete an externally set assignment, or practical 
examination, selecting one topic from a range of questions. 

The remaining 40% (80 marks) comes from a ten hour 
practical exam, externally set assignment, which is 
undertaken in the Spring Term of Year 11- from January 

until May.

Assessment 
Component 1 - is assessed as a whole, using the assessment 
objectives. This forms 60% of the overall mark.

Component 2 - the preparatory studies and the work 
undertaken in the supervised time, must be assessed 

together; contributes 40% to the overall mark.

Next Steps
If you want to develop your creative side while following 
a GCSE course which is intellectually challenging, then Art 
and Design GCSE could be the course for you. It offers you 
the chance to complete units of coursework in Years 9 and 
10, then consolidate and develop your skills further in your 
GCSE year. As a qualification, it can lead towards any of the 
following:

A Levels or BTEC in Art & Design, Graphics, Textiles or any 
design related subjects.

Art Foundation and Degree courses at university or Art 

College.

Careers information
You could take this course to prepare for advanced level 
courses such as an A/AS Level in Art and Design or you 
may need to strengthen your grades by completing a 
foundation or intermediate vocational qualification. With 
further training, you could go into a job related to Art and 
Design such as an architect, animator, being an artist and/
or art lecturer or art teacher and a wide range of other 
creative opportunities. Many do choose art related subjects 
such as film and television, advertising, journalism, gallery 
work, conservation, interior design, jewellery design, 
photography, graphic design, set design and fashion and 
textiles. You could also go straight into employment and 
do further training or part time study with the support of 
your employer. Some students take Arts A Levels as part 
of a varied course to gain a place at university on courses 

unrelated to art.

Extra costs and requirements
A1 plastic portfolio, sketchbooks (X4) and any media 
needed by the student. Students are also encouraged to 
buy paints, brushes and/or coloured pastels. 

Art and Design - Fine Art “Art because it is a nice break from all the writing in 
subjects and it encourages creativity.”  
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Course code:
GCSE Art and Design (Photography) -  AQA 8206

What will you learn?
 • Photography GCSE offers new and exciting 

opportunities for students as it is a subject that they 

have not previously studied at Key Stage 3. 

 • The students will be taught to use their creative and 

imaginative powers which will enable them to develop 

new artistic and practical skills, they can work in the 

areas of: - 

 – Portraiture

 – Documentary and Photo-Journalism 

 – Landscape and Environmental photography

 – Experimental photography

 – Film making.

 • GCSE Photography

 – is fun and exciting 

 – is interesting and relevant in experimenting with 

new imaginative and creative techniques.

You will need to enjoy taking photographs or films and be 

prepared to use Apple Macs. 

You will be set homework each lesson and will need to be 

organised because all the work completed goes towards 

your coursework portfolio.

Assessment
 • Coursework will involve producing a Portfolio of Work 

comprising-  a number of different projects which 

makes up 60% of the final total marks. The Coursework 

is completed during lesson and homework time.

 • The Externally Set Task (Exam) involves preparation 

time and 10 hours of supervised time to produce the 

final piece. This unit is 40% of the total marks.

Next steps
To find out more about this qualification please contact-  

Ms Ferguson or come and see us in the Photography 

department.

Careers information
Photography GCSE can lead to: - 

 • A Levels in Photography, Art or design related subjects, 

this can then lead to degree courses at University or Art 

College.

 • BTEC, HND in Photography or a related art.

 • A range of career opportunities including: - 

photography, film making, media, journalism, graphic 

design, teaching, interior design, fashion promotion, 

communication, advertising, animation and game 

design.

Extra costs and requirements
 • Students will need use of a  digital camera.

 • As with all Art subjects there is a small cost factor, 

students will need to provide: - their own printing 

paper for final prints (approximately 10 pieces per 

project), Flip books to organise their projects and card 

to mount.  Supplies of these items can be bought at 

cost price from the school virtual shop via Wisepay. 

Though students will use Adobe Photoshop in school 

it is not compulsory that they have this at home. The 

Department run after school sessions on a Wednesday 

and Thursday until 4.30pm to provide support and 

extension.

 • We hope to offer a school trip during the course of the 

GCSE.

Students will discover creative talents that they didn’t know 

they had and will be well equipped for the “Digital Age” in 

today’s computerised society.

(Photography uses the same specification as Textiles).

Art and Design - Photography

“I personally would recommend 
choosing Photography since it 
teaches you many things based 
around using MACs and many 
skills on programmes such as 
Photoshop.” 
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Art and Design - Textile Design

Course code: 

Art and Design (Textile Design) – AQA 8204

What will you learn?
Textiles is an exciting and broad subject which combines 
artistic drawing and design skills together with inventive 
and decorative practical techniques. Students who love 
fashion and textiles will find this subject highly rewarding 
as it prepares them for a range of artistic and creative 
further studies or careers. Students will explore the work of 
historical and contemporary textile designers and makers, 
as well as the different purposes, intentions and functions 
of textile design. During the course you will be able to 
study constructed, embellished, printed, sewn and dyed 
methods of textile design together with fashion design 
and installed textiles. You will have the opportunity to 
work creatively with processes and techniques such as: 
screen-printing (block, screen and digital printing), pattern 
making, pattern cutting, embroidery (machine or hand), 
soft sculpture, applique and collage.

You will be able to study many aspects of Textile Design 
which encompasses a very broad range of materials, 
techniques and processes, including recyclable materials 
and a growing number of interdisciplinary approaches. The 
range of different Textiles is increasing as new materials and 
technologies emerge; for example, in the field of ‘intelligent 
textiles’.

The qualification is a linear, 3 year course, with the first 
year being a foundation year, enabling students to learn a 
number of skills in dying, printing and embellishing textiles 
in preparation for the full GCSE course. 

The students must complete two components: Component 
1: Portfolio; Component 2: Externally set assignment.

Component 1: A Portfolio will be produced to include a 
number of practical projects undertaken throughout the 
3 years. The two main areas of study in Textiles will be 
embellishing fabric/making a Textile piece or garment, and 
screen-printing a fabric length.

The portfolio will be marked out of 96 marks, and will form 
60% of the final mark.

Component 2: Externally set assignment. Students will 
complete an externally set assignment, or practical 
examination, selecting one topic from a range of questions 
– students will develop their own personal response to 
their chosen question.

The component will be marked out of 96 marks, and will 
form 40% of the final mark.  The remaining 40% comes from 
a ten hour practical exam, externally set assignment, which 
will start in January with a preparatory period, and which 
finishes in May, at the end of the practical examination.

Assessment
Component 1 - is assessed as a whole, using the assessment 
objectives. This forms 60% of the overall mark.

Component 2 – the preparatory studies and the work 
undertaken in the ten hour practical examination, must be 
assessed together and contributes 40% to the overall mark.

Next steps
If you want to develop your creative side while following a 
GCSE course which is intellectually challenging, then Textile 
Design could be the course for you. It offers you the chance 
to complete coursework in Years 9 and 10, then consolidate 
and develop your skills further in your final GCSE year. As a 
qualification, it can lead towards any of the following:

A Levels or BTEC in Textile Design, Art or design related 
subjects.

Art Foundation and Degree courses at university or Art 
College.

Apprenticeships with a bespoke tailor, interior designer or 
company; working for freelance stylist, interior designer or 
fashion designer. 

Careers information
This subject could lead to a range of career opportunities 
including fashion/textile design, fashion media production, 
product design, graphic design, teaching, interior design, 
fashion promotion, costume/theatre design, accessory 
design, fashion retail/marketing, fashion and business, fibre 
technology, fashion forecasting and management within 
the fashion and textile industry.

Extra costs and requirements
There will be some costs involved with this course to 
provide materials/equipment for students: portfolio, sketch 
books, A1 boards, art and design media/paint, fabric for 
garments. 

“I would recommend Textiles as it is a fun and 
interesting subject where you learn a variety 
of skills.” 
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Course code
OCR J204

What will you learn?
Our GCSE (9-1) Business uses a variety of real business 

contexts to consider issues and challenges facing 

entrepreneurs and commercial organisations. Students 

have the opportunity to develop as enterprising individuals 

with a practical set of key skills, including problem solving 

and decision-making, interpreting and analysing data. 

Students will learn about business terminology, concepts 

and understanding the wider business environment. They 

will investigate real life business scenarios and increase 

their understanding of how small and large businesses 

operate within a global environment. We study the main 

business functions; finance, marketing, operations and 

human resources and relate them to the global world of 

business.

Assessment
During the course of Year 9 you will create your own 

business plan and have the opportunity to make a profit in 

our Enterprise Zone project. You will have to create a cash 

flow forecast and present your business idea before being 

allocated a stall at Gabbot Fest. 

At the end of Year 11 you will take two written 

examinations which are 90 minutes long to achieve a GCSE 

in Business based on the content we have studied. 

Next steps
No matter which route you follow, these business courses 

can help you prepare for further and higher education. 

It prepares you for a range of A Levels as well as BTEC 

courses in many different subjects. You will become skilled 

in making decisions, being creative, solving problems, 

understanding finance, dealing with data, communicating 

and working as part of a team. Even if you do not want to 

go on to study business further you will have benefited 

from studying a GCSE business course because many jobs 

you do will involve working for a business. However, a GCSE 

business course could lead to work in a business related 

profession such as accountancy, law, marketing or the 

leisure and tourism industry.

Careers information
This qualification offers an ideal foundation to gain 

insight into future career paths in business. It can also 

provide a useful stepping stone to many further education 

qualifications including A Level Business and Economics. 

Extra costs and requirements
You will be required to purchase the OCR GCSE Business 

textbook: 3rd edition Schofield and Williams.

You can also invest £10 into your own Enterprise Zone 

project in Year 9 with the aim to make a profit at our 

Gabbot Fest. 

Business

“I would recommend Business as it 
teaches you important life skills such 
as budgeting and how to organise 
your money. If you are thinking about 
starting a business or working in 
business it is an important subject to 
take.” 
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Children’s Play, Learning & Development BTEC First Award Level 1 / 2                                  

Course code
600/6814/0

What will you learn?
Year 9 will provide you with an introduction to children and 

factors that affect their upbringing and the development 

of skills. After this you will gain a broad knowledge and 

understanding of children’s physical, cognitive, language, 

emotional and social development from birth to 8 years 

old. You will learn how children learn, what skills they 

usually have at different ages and what can affect that. You 

will also develop personal skills that will enable you to look 

after children and learn about how play can promote the 

development of a child. You will develop resources such as 

display material and toys and activities that could be used 

with different ages of children.

Assessment
The course is assessed through coursework and written 

examination.

The written examination is 25% of the grade and consists of 

a one hour paper.

The other 75% is assessed through a selection of tasks that 

will show knowledge and understanding of units 2 and 3; 

they include real world case studies and scenarios.

Next steps
You could complete a Level 3 BTEC in Children’s Play, 

Learning and Development at George Abbot. It also links 

well with sociology and provides a recognised qualification 

for working with children. It gives you an understanding of 

children that could be applied to further study in medicine, 

nursing, midwifery, social working and many other caring 

professions.

Careers information
This course would naturally lead into work-related 

opportunities in the area of childcare, early years education 

or child healthcare in the hospital sector, such as pediatrics, 

nursing and midwifery. You would need to complete 

further studies at college or university.

Extra costs and requirements
We would recommend that you buy the necessary 

textbook, approximately £25, for home use. 

Important note:

Some students are assigned to this subject. However, 

students who are not assigned to this subject, may still 

apply and a decision of acceptance will be made on a 

case by case basis.

“This is a good subject to choose 
because you learn so much and it 
is enjoyable.”   
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Course Code: 
AQA - 8520 

What will you learn?
The course and qualification enables students to:

 • Build on their knowledge, understanding and skills 

established at Key Stage 3.

 • Understand and apply the fundamental principles 

and concepts of Computer Science, including 

abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data 

representation.

 • Analyse problems in computational terms through 

practical experience of solving such problems, 

including designing, writing and debugging programs.

 • Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and 

critically.

 • Understand the components that make up digital 

systems, and how they communicate with one another 

and with other systems.

 • Understand the impacts of digital technology to the 

individual and to wider society and apply Mathematical 

skills relevant to Computer Science.

Assessment
Students will have to undertake the following examination 

assessments:

 • Paper 1 - Computational Thinking and Problem 

Solving (50%)

 • Paper 2 - Written Assessment (50%)                                               

These assessments will cover the following Assessment 

Objectives:

 • AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

the key concepts and principles of computer science.

 • AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of key 

concepts and principles of computer science.

 • AO3: Analyse problems in computational terms:

 • To make reasoned judgements

 • To design, program, evaluate and refine solutions.

Next steps 
This course is both highly vocational and counts towards 

the prestigious English Baccalaureate, offering students a 

new option that achieves maximum recognition. 

It provides excellent progression to A level Computer 

Science, vocational courses and on to degree level in the 

areas of Computing, Engineering and Science.

Careers information
This course is an excellent starting point for a career in 

Computer Science. The range of possible options for 

careers include database administrator, games developer, 

information systems manager, IT consultant, multimedia 

programmer, systems analyst, systems developer and web 

designer.

Extra costs and requirements
Students will need to download and install specific 

programming software such as Python and Thonny, for 

free. In addition, the students would benefit greatly from 

purchasing the text book, ‘AQA Computer Science for 

GCSE Student Book (AQA GCSE): Steven Cushing : ISBN-

10: 147186619X’, which is the recommended Computer 

Science reference book, as this is written for the newest 

2016 specification. A further set of textbooks from CGP 

Books are recommended for Years 10 and 11.

There may also be an additional cost if field trips are 

arranged.

Important note: Due to the mathematical demands 

of the Computer Science GCSE, some students will be 

recommended for this course by the school based on 

their Maths attainment levels. However, any student 

wishing to take this course should apply and a final 

decision of acceptance will be made on a case-by-case 

basis.

Computer Science

“Computer Science is a good choice that is not 
offered in all schools and has the potential to be 
extremely useful in a technologically advancing 
world. ”  
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Course code
500/6591/9

What will you learn?
All the content of the qualification relates directly to the 

skills, knowledge and understanding needed to enable 

students to progress to further study in the construction 

sector. In recognition of the need to introduce students to 

a broad sector, all students will select from units covering; 

health and safety, bricklaying, carpentry, painting and 

decorating, plumbing, plastering and electrical installation. 

There are also opportunities to understand more about goal 

setting and what it means to work as part of a team, and to 

explore the range of job opportunities in the sector.

Assessment
The course is assessed by students completing a portfolio. 

This demonstrates their skills and understanding of the 

units covered.  Students will complete the course and will 

pass the course at either Pass or Fail upon completion of a 

satisfactory portfolio.

The portfolio based approach to assessment also supports 

the development of communication skills such as extended 

writing and drafting, critical skills of analysis, team-working, 

working from a prescribed brief, working to deadlines, 

presenting information effectively, accurately completing 

tasks and processes and study skills such as research and 

time management. The range of activities undertaken 

provides opportunities for students to apply and enhance 

these skills in a wide range of contexts. This will help support 

progression to Level 2 and any future chosen course. 

BTEC Level 1 Construction

Next steps

Students who complete this qualification may progress to 

Level 2 construction qualifications or use their acquired 

transferable skills to progress to other vocational related 

sectors.

Careers information
This course allows students to gain the fundamental skills 

needed in the construction industry.  This would allow 

them to go on to pursue a career in one of the construction 

sectors. 

There are many opportunities this might lead to in further 

education.

“Construction, you learn all the different 
trades if you want to go into Carpentry, 
Brick laying or plumbing.” 

Important note:

Some students are assigned to this subject. However, 

students who are not assigned to this subject, may still 

apply and a decision of acceptance will be made on a case 

by case basis.
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Dance

Course code:
 AQA 8236

What will you learn?
 • Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which 

encourages students to develop their creative, physical, 

emotional and intellectual capacity. 

 • The course is split into two components: 1) 

Performance and Choreography, and 2) Dance 

Appreciation.

 • Component One involves Performance of set 

phrases as a soloist, and a duo/trio performance. 

Choreographically, students will create a solo or group 

piece based on a range of themes set by the exam 

board.

 • Component Two develops students’ knowledge and 

understanding of a broad range of professional works, 

as part of the Dance Anthology, in different styles and 

genres. 

Assessment
Component One:

Practical assessment which is internally marked and 

externally moderated. 

30% =  Performance (40 marks, 15 marks for   

  the solo performance and 25 marks for the duo/trio  

  performance).

30% =  Choreography (40 marks). Students can choose  

  between a solo or group dance for two to five   

  dancers.

Component Two:

Written assessment which is externally marked.

40% =  Written exam (80 marks) 90 minutes. To include 

Performance, Choreography and the GCSE Dance 

Anthology.

Next steps
Dance GCSE leads naturally on to the A Level Dance course 

that we offer at George Abbot, as well as providing a strong 

foundation for the BTEC Performing Arts courses that run at 

a number of further education colleges. 

The course also provides a strong base for other Visual 

and Performing Arts subjects that can be taken at A Level 

including Drama and Theatre Studies or art based subjects, 

as well as linking directly to PE.

Following on from further study, students can take 

dance further into Higher Education, with a number of 

universities offering the subject including the University 

of Surrey, as well as Dance colleges such as Laban, London 

Contemporary Dance, GSA, PPA, and Central School for 

Dance. 

Careers information
Students can move into a variety of careers including 

performance, choreography, education, community 

arts, dance journalism, or dance movement therapy, 

and even careers that require public relations due to the 

communication and expressive skills gained through 

studying dance.

Extra costs and requirements
Students are required to wear all black during lessons and 

specifically for assessments. Students are asked to purchase 

dance kit that allows for full range of movement and will be 

advised on items at the beginning of the course.

Theatre trips and visits are also arranged throughout the 

course to broaden students’ experience of dance. Ticket 

prices will vary, but where possible the lowest price seats 

will be purchased.

“I am genuinely really enjoying all of my GCSE 
options but I think dance and music have to be my 
favourites. They are the ones that I am considering 
using in the future and both departments are 
amazing to be part of. They are so welcoming and 
go above and beyond in their efforts to know and 
get you involved in clubs and classes.“ 
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Design & Technology

Course code
AQA Design and Technology (9-1) 8552

What will you learn?
Design Technology GCSE will have two different options 
to give better support for the demands of the new 
specification and act as excellent preparation for our A level 
courses. 

You will be able to opt for: 

 •   DT – Design Engineering
 •   DT – Product Design                                                                            

The new DT course has a lot more focus on theoretical 
content including applied Maths and Science and focuses 
more on problem solving through an iterative design 
approach. 

During Year 9, a variety of ‘design and make’ activities have 
been chosen, enabling the student to build up a portfolio 
of experience common to both Engineering and Product 
Design.  All students will follow the same teaching material  
to develop the work covered in Key Stage 3, encouraging 
students’ greater freedom to design and make their own 
projects.  They will work in a variety of materials; these will 
include woods, metals and plastics.  

In year 10 and 11 Design Engineers will focus on 
mechanisms and electronics and functionality of products 
whereas the Product designers will focus on materials and 
the aesthetics of a product.   Areas of study will include the 
design process, manufacturing skills, ICT skills (including 
Computer Aided Design and Manufacture) and the study of 
materials. The GCSE Non Examined Assessment (NEA)  will 
be carried out during the end off Year 10 until February of 
Year 11. The new design and technology (D&T) GCSE will 
give students the chance to design their own briefs and 
projects, and could lead them to produce anything from 
computer-controlled robots to tools and furniture to help 
disabled people. 

Some of the areas students study will include:

 •  Specialist techniques and processes that can be used to 
shape, fabricate, construct and assemble a high quality 
prototype, including techniques such as wastage, 
addition, deforming and reforming, as appropriate to 
the materials and/or components being used.

 • The developments in modern and smart materials, 
composite materials and technical textiles. 

 • How electronic systems provide functionality to 
products and processes, including sensors and control 
devices to respond to a variety of inputs, and devices to 
produce a range of outputs.

 • The use of programmable components to embed 

functionality into products in order to enhance and 

customise their operation.

 • The functions of mechanical devices to produce 

different sorts of movement, changing the magnitude 

and direction of forces.

Assessment
The course will be assessed with both controlled 

assessment and examinations. They will be evenly split: 

50% controlled assessment and 50% exam.

Next steps
Successful GCSE students can continue the study of 

either Design and Technology Product Design or Design 

Engineering A Levels. Students have also continued into 

employment and vocational education in associated 

subjects.

Careers information
The following career options are available to students with 

a background in GCSE Design and Technology: product 

design, automotive design, jewellery design, engineering, 

manufacturing, furniture design, architecture, aeronautical 

engineering, civil engineering, manufacturing, mechanical, 

engineering, product engineering, marine engineering and 

electrical engineering.

Extra costs and requirements
The majority of the course costs are covered by the 
department and school. However a contribution will be 
requested.  This will help us develop and provide a varied 
and exciting curriculum.

Additional cost may be incurred if students choose to build 
a product that includes more expensive components.

“I would recommend DT as it is a fun, interactive 
lesson in which you learn a lot of life skills.” 
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Digital Information Technology 

    Course code Pearson BTXV9  BTEC Tech Award Level       
                                             1/ Level 2

What will you learn?  
 The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop 
sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning 
environment, including:

 • Development of key skills that prove their aptitude 
in digital information technology, such as project 
planning, designing and creating user interfaces, 
creating dashboards to present and interpret data

 • Processes that underpin effective ways of working, 
such as project planning, the iterative design process, 
cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of 
conduct

 • Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, 
processes and attitudes in the sector, such as how 
different user interfaces meet user needs, how 
organisations collect and use data to make decisions, 
virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical 
issues.

The Award complements learning in GCSE programmes, 
such as the GCSE in Computer Science, by broadening 
experience and skills participation in different type of 
activities. It gives learners the opportunity to apply 
knowledge and skills practically through project work, such 
as planning and designing a user interface and developing 
a dashboard to interpret trends in data. 

Assessment 
Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design 
Principles and Project Planning Techniques

Learners will develop their understanding of what makes 
an effective user interface and how to effectively manage 
a project. They will use this understanding to plan, design 
and create a user interface. 

Component 2 – Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting 
Data

Learners will understand the characteristics of data and 
information and how they help organisations in decision 
making. They will use data manipulation methods to 
create a dashboard to present and draw conclusions from 
information.

Component 3 – Effective Digital Working Practices 
(Externally Assessed)

Learners will explore how organisations use digital systems 
and the wider implications associated with their use.

Next Steps
The choices that learners can make post-16 will depend 
on their overall level of attainment and their performance 
in the qualification. Learners who generally achieve at 
Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:

 • A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in 
a range of subjects

 • Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as 
a BTEC National in IT, which prepares learners to enter 
employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to 
higher education by studying a degree in the digital 
sector.

Learners who generally achieve at Level 1 across their Key 
Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:

 • Study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes 
designed to lead to work, progression to employment, 
apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3. 

Career Information  
Whilst this specification is not specifically mapped to any 
particular industry standard IT qualification, it will provide 
a sound preparatory basis of study for them. In addition the 
course provides the knowledge, skills and understanding 
that employers value highly.

Extra costs and Requirements
With the exception of a field trip, this course comes with no 
additional expenditures.

Important note:

Some students are assigned to this subject. However, 

students who are not assigned to this subject, may still 

apply and a decision of acceptance will be made on a 

case by case basis.



31 Key Stage 4 Curriculum Booklet 2020-2023

Course Code:
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) in Drama (1DR0)

What will you learn?
 • A wide range of dramatic skills and knowledge. 

 • The ability to work as a member of a team, cooperating 

and understanding others. 

 • Confidence to stand in front of an audience to perform 

and present. This is a useful skill in life and a definite 

advantage in many other subjects. 

 • The perfect qualification to join the A Level Drama & 

Theatre Studies course to take your skill and interest to 

further heights. 

Assessment
The GCSE course is in three parts:

Component One: Devising: developing creative drama 

skills to express feelings and ideas about a specific project 

theme.

Component Two: Performance from Text: performing (or 

designing for) two extracts from a play script.

Component Three: Theatre Makers in Practice: written 

examination of 1hr 30mins.

Next steps
The core skills developed in this qualification are:  

 • the ability to recognise and understand the roles and 

responsibilities of performer, designer and director  

 • the study and exploration of texts and extracts must 

include the relevant social, historical and cultural 

contexts  

 • the ability to analyse and evaluate their own work and 

the work of others  

 • the ability to understand how performance texts can be 

interpreted and performed. 

GCSE Drama students can go on to study a wide range of 

subjects aged 16. At George Abbot, students can progress 

specifically to A Level Drama and Theatre Studies.

Careers information
Places on Drama degrees are highly sought after. Drama can 

be studied as a Single Honours degree, or can be taken as 

a Combined Honours degree with other subjects such as: 

Drama and English, Drama and Foreign Languages, Drama, 

Film and Television, Drama and Business Studies and any 

other combination. 

Many of our students are successful in gaining places at 

the country’s most prestigious Drama Schools where they 

study acting, musical theatre and technical courses. Previous 

students have gained places at: RADA; Guildford School of 

Acting; Mountview; Drama Centre; East 15 and Birmingham 

Acting School.

Extra costs and requirements
Two theatre trips will be arranged for students to see 

professional productions in London’s West End; this will give 

students the opportunity to analyse the work of professional 

actors, directors and designers as well as to take inspiration 

from the outstanding performances that they will see. 

In addition to this, students will have the opportunity to 

view two A Level comedy performances, and to observe 

A Level devised performances which will further develop 

students’ knowledge of practitioners and different 

performance styles. 

Drama

“I would recommend 
drama as you learn 
so many skills for 
acting on stage and 
communication skills 
used later on in life.” 

“I would 
recommend drama 
because it can 
boost confidence 
and it is also 
a fun creative 
GCSE.”    
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Food Preparation & Nutrition

Course code
EDUQAS 601/8093/6

What will you learn?
You will learn both theoretical and practical skills related 

to nutrition and food preparation. You will learn about 

different nutrients and the needs of different population 

groups. You will practise a wide range of high level food 

preparation skills using a variety of ingredients such as 

meat, fish, eggs, dairy products, fruit and vegetables, cereal 

foods, fats and sugars and you will be tested on these 

practical skills. It will involve researching, choosing dishes 

and meals for a variety of situations whether that be as a 

student or for a family, planning your practical sessions, 

making, nutritionally analysing  and sensory evaluating 

dishes. You will learn about the functions of different 

ingredients so that you can successfully adapt existing 

recipes. You will carry out food science investigations to 

gain an understanding of what happens when you cook 

a variety of materials such as sugars, starches, fats and 

proteins. We try to teach a lot of the knowledge through 

practical application.

Assessment
This course is assessed in two ways:

50% is assessed by a Food Preparation and Nutrition 1 

hour 45 minutes examination paper which assesses food, 

nutrition, health, food science, safety, food choice and food 

provenance.

50% is assessed by two Non-Exam Assessment tasks. 15% 

is assessed by a Food Investigation involving researching, 

hypothesising, carrying out experiments, analysing 

results and concluding.  The other 35% is assessed by a 

Food Preparation assessment which involves researching, 

choosing, preparing, cooking and presenting a menu of 

three dishes in a practical exam of 3 hours. You will test 

dishes, make final choices, planning in detail, make and 

evaluate the final dishes comparing them to the brief. 

You might also nutritionally analyse and cost for the very 

highest grades.

Next steps
After this course we offer a Level 3 extended certificate and 

Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition.

Careers information
This leads to a variety of degree courses and careers in 

food, medical, caring and education professions.

Extra costs and requirements
Students will need to provide their own ingredients for 

cooking. Practical food lessons can take place up to twice 

each week. In addition, they will need named containers to 

take their food home in. We ask for a yearly £30 donation 

to cover the cost of extras that are used in practical lessons 

and for experimental work. Students will also benefit from 

a copy of the text book that we use in class but can be 

purchased for use at home, currently £23. In Year 11 they 

will be offered a revision guide and workbook which will 

also be useful to purchase at a cost of £5.50. We usually 

get tickets for the Good Food Show. This is optional and 

usually costs about £40. Last year and the current year we 

are running an optional but highly successful and praised 

Food Trip to Normandy in conjuction with the French 

Department; we hope that this will also be offered next 

year. This trip runs workshops and visits to a French bakery, 

chocolatiere, sable biscuit producer, goats cheese farm and 

a traditional market along with a traditional 3 course lunch 

at a typical French restaurant.

“Food and Nutrition sets you up for the future as 
it teaches you all about cooking and how to stay 
healthy. ”  
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Geography

Course code: 
Edexcel B 1GB0 

What will you learn?

The Geography course includes a mixture of human and 

physical topics looking at both a UK and world scale:

 • Global geographical issues including natural hazards, 

developing countries such as India, and the growth of 

cities and mega cities and the lives of the people within 

them.

 • Global geographical issues including natural hazards, 

developing countries such as India, and the growth of 

cities and mega cities and the lives of the people within 

them.

 • The geography of the UK looking at both human and 

physical features and their interactions. 

 • The study and evaluation of human and environmental 

issues including energy resources, ecosystems and 

forests.

 • It includes a focus on fieldwork to investigate urban 

inequality in Guildford and river flooding on the River 

Tillingbourne.

Assessment
There will be 3 exams at the end of Year 11

Paper 1 : (37.5%) Global Geographical Issues (1hr 30)

Paper 2 : (37.5%) UK Geographical Issues (1hr 30)

Paper 3 : (25%) Decision Making Exam (1hr 30).

Next Steps
GCSE Geography students can go on to study a wide 

range of subjects aged 16. At George Abbot, students can 

progress specifically to A Level Geography. Geography 

students can use the skills gained during the course in a 

wide range of subjects beyond GCSE such as anthropology 

and environmental conservation at college. 

Career Information 
Studying GCSE Geography can be the starting point for 

a variety of careers such as energy, waste management, 

environmental science and engineering.  Students who 

study the subject have gone into teaching, engineering and 

energy provision. Geography degrees were recently stated 

to be one of the most desirable degrees that employers 

looked for in the UK job market.  

Extra costs & Requirements
Students will need to attend two compulsory half day field 

work sessions at no cost as these are completed locally. 

There will also be a variety of trips running through the 

course to places such as the London Docklands and the 

Jurassic Coast. These trips cost approximately £25 per pupil.

“Study Geography because it is interesting and 
the teachers are good, teach lessons very well and 
interactively.” 
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Course code 
AQA Art and Design: Graphic Communication 8203

What will you learn? 
We offer an exciting course at George Abbot which 

provides students with the opportunity to explore the 

world of graphic design, looking at advertising, illustration, 

promotional materials and packaging. Students will learn 

a range of 2D and 3D processes and develop their skills in 

drawing, mixed media and digital software. Students will 

research an array of exciting topics and study the work of 

inspirational artists and designers. For the first part of the 

course students will learn new design skills and techniques 

during a series of short projects and will learn to use design 

software such as Photoshop and Illustrator. Students will 

then develop their skills further with a series of more in 

depth project work. For this course students must complete 

two components – Component 1: a portfolio of work worth 

60% and Component 2: an externally set assignment worth 

40%.

Assessment 
Component 1 is a portfolio of work worth 60% and 

Component 2 is an externally set assignment worth 40%. 

At the end of the externally set task students will complete 

a 10 hour practical exam which will take place in the 

Graphics Department and will be spread out over two days. 

Students will be assessed on their investigations, research, 

experimentation, techniques and completed final pieces. 

Both components are marked out of 96.

Next steps 
To find out more about the course we run at George Abbot 

please speak to your Graphics teacher or to Mr Gollon and 

we will answer any queries you have.

Careers information
Taking this course at GCSE will provide excellent 

preparation for a variety of Art and Design courses offered 

here at George Abbot. From then on most students will 

further their knowledge and skills on a Foundation or 

Degree course. Many of our students go on to study and 

gain a career in graphic design, advertising, illustration, 

animation, web design, videogame concept art, fashion 

and architecture.

Extra costs and requirements
Students will be asked to make a £5.00 contribution at 

the beginning of Year 9. Students will gain a starter pack 

consisting of an A4 folder and a selection of drawing 

equipment, including fine liners, paint brushes, glue sticks 

and pencils. Students will also need to purchase a hardback 

sketchbook for their coursework.

Graphic Design

“I would recommend Graphics because it is fun and 
lets you show your artistic flair. You will learn new 
computer skills and produce beautiful art works.” 
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Course code
City and Guilds - 5546                                                                     

Level 2 Technical award in Hair and Beauty Studies 3038-21

What will you learn?
The Year 9 course will provide you with a foundation and 

the key knowledge you need to begin a job in hair and 

beauty: it will prepare you for applying for a job. You will 

learn vital information on health and safety, employment 

rights and responsibilities, communication skills, applying 

for a job and interview skills. We work on building the 

student’s confidence, how to deal with the general public 

and communication. The theory work will be joined by 

practical hair and beauty work, learning basic skills and 

preparing you for the Year 10 course. Throughout Year 9 

you cover skills that will benefit those going on into the hair 

and beauty industry. From Year 10 onwards you will work 

towards Level 2 City and Guilds Technical Award in Hair and 

Beauty Studies. The Year 10 and 11 course will then cover all 

of the practical skills and knowledge that you need to work 

in the hair and beauty industry.

Assessment
Units: 

 • Exploring the world of hair and beauty

 • Science of hair and beauty

 • Design in the hair and beauty sector

These units are covered by a portfolio folder and practical 

work.

Hair and Beauty – Practical and Employability Skills

Next steps
The Year 10 - 11 course - Technical Award in Hair and Beauty 

Studies. This course will prepare you for an apprenticeship in 

hair, beauty or barbering.

Careers information
This course will give the student an insight into the hair and 

beauty industry, gaining skills that will benefit them when 

they leave. Apprenticeships are available to students once 

they have completed the course. 

Extra costs and requirements
Equipment and tunics are provided. There may be the 

occasional folder/scrap book to buy for assignments. 

 

“I would recommend Hair and 
Beauty because if you want to get 
into a career in hairdressing nail art, 
spa therapist or barber then you 
should take this.” 

Important note:

Some students are assigned to this subject. However, 

students who are not assigned to this subject, may still 

apply and a decision of acceptance will be made on a 

case by case basis.
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History

Course code  
Edexcel 601/8092/4

What will you learn? 
The History course includes 5 elements: 

 • Thematic study: Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1000-

present.

 • Historical environment: Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: 

crime, policing and the inner city.

 • British depth study: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, 

c1060-88.

 • Period study: Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 

1941-91.

 • Modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39.

  

Assessment
There are 3 exams at the end of Year 11:

Paper 1 (30%): Crime and Punishment in Britain with Historical  

  Environment (1h 15).

Paper 2  (40%): Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, and  

  Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941-91 

  (1h 45).

Paper 3 (30%): Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 (1h 20).

There is no coursework.

History GCSE assesses the same skills that students practise 

in Years 7 and 8, which are:

 • Cause & Consequence

 • Change & Continuity

 • Evidence

 • Interpretation

 • Chronology and specific historical vocabulary

 • Narrative analysis.

Next steps
As an EBACC subject, GCSE History fits well with many other 

courses and qualifications. It provides a good balance to 

Science, Technology, creative and other Humanities subjects. 

You could take this course to prepare for Advanced Level 

courses such as an A Level in History, Law or Government & 

Politics.

Careers information
Some History students enter careers in which they 

continue their historical interests and apply their specialist 

knowledge directly (i.e. research degrees, teaching, or 

museum work). Many more historians apply their skills to 

careers not directly related to History, but in which they 

have much to contribute. These include journalism and the 

arts, computing, finance, banking, accountancy, the legal 

profession, commercial and industrial management, the civil 

and public services, retailing, leisure services, health and 

social services, charities, voluntary organisations, the police, 

the armed forces, the security services.

Extra costs and requirements
 Year 10 Battlefields trip to Ypres, with a particular focus 

on how WW1 shaped Germany in the 1920s and 1930s 

(approximately £105).

“I recommend choosing History as I 
personally really enjoy the topics and the 
teachers are really helpful. You learn a lot 
of exam techniques that you can use in 
most subjects. ” 
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Media Studies

Course code
Eduqas  GCSE Media Studies  C680QS

What will you learn?
Media Studies is an exciting and ever-changing course 

which allows students to strengthen and test their 

creativity as well as begin to debate and share ideas 

and opinions on major topics in the media, developing 

confidence and critical thought.  

 • Students develop both a theoretical and practical 

understanding of audio-visual, print and online media 

products.

 • Students will also apply various media theories, 

perspectives and debates, covering all concepts under 

the ‘theoretical framework’ (Media Language, Audience, 

Representation, Industry).

 • Students will cultivate skills in critical thinking, applying 

an analytical mind to modern media and its effects on 

society. 

Assessment
The GCSE Media Course will assess in three ways:

Examination: 

Component 1: 40% of GCSE – 1 hour 30 minutes

Focus: Media Language & Representations

Component 2: 30% of GCSE – 1 hour 30 minutes

Focus: Understanding Media Forms & Products

Both exams feature a mix of : short answer, stepped answer, 

and extended response questions to check for depth and 

breadth of knowledge.

Non-Exam Assessment:

Creating Media Products:  30% of GCSE 

Focus: An individual media production for an intended 

audience in response to a choice of briefs set by Eduqas 

(WJEC).

Course content

Media Studies covers three main media platforms: 

Broadcast, Print and E-Media.

Through our investigation of these platforms we learn 

about media contexts, industries, audiences and analyse 

representations found in the media. 

Additionally, we make use of technology to imagine, 

plan and produce our own media texts, developing skills 

and establishing each student’s particular interests and 

strengths. 

Finally, Media Studies students will be exposed to varied 

types of media (both contemporary and historical), learning 

about different genres and forms and understanding the 

purpose of their conventions in attracting an audience. 

Next Steps
Completion of GCSE Media Studies is an excellent lead 

up to A Level Media Studies courses. The analytical and 

inference skills developed make this course an excellent 

supplement to further English studies as well.

Career Information 
Many major universities offer a wide range of degrees 

dealing with the media. Our students go on to study in a 

varied range of fields including television production, film, 

photography, graphic design, marketing and pure media 

studies. 

The media industry is a rapidly growing area which can 

offer careers in production, development, camera work, 

direction, set or costume design, marketing, social media 

management, app development - and far more!

Extra costs and Requirements
Students are encouraged to buy the Eduqas GCSE 
Study & Revision Guide. They may also look forward to 
specification-specific courses directly linked to elements of 
the exams and the NEA.

“Media Studies is a fun subject where 
you get to discuss media and analyse 
magazines, film posters, short clips and 
many more.”  
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Modern Foreign Languages - French/Spanish/German

Course code
AQA French 8658 / German 8668 / Spanish 8698 

What will you learn?
Students study all of the following themes on which the 

assessments are based:

 • Theme 1: Identity and culture

 • Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas 

of interest

 • Theme 3: Current and future study and employment

Students will also learn how to understand and respond to 

different types of spoken language, to communicate and 

interact effectively in speech for a variety of purposes, to 

understand and respond to a variety of written language 

and to communicate effectively in writing. 

Assessment
GCSE French, Spanish and German have a Foundation Tier 

(grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must 

take all four question papers at the same tier. All question 

papers must be taken in the same series. This qualification 

is linear, which means that students take all examinations at 

the end of Year 11.

Paper 1 – Listening 

25% = Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 
  45 minutes (Higher Tier) 

            40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier).

Paper 2 – Speaking 

25% = The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher  
  Tier, but with different stimulus questions for the  
  Photo card and different stimulus materials for the  
  Role-play
               Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2  
  minutes at Higher Tier)
                 Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier;  
  3 minutes at Higher Tier)
                 General conversation – 30 marks (3–5 minutes at  
  Foundation Tier; 5–7 minutes at Higher Tier).

Paper 3 – Reading 

25% = Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour  
  (Higher Tier) 

                 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier).

Paper 4 – Writing

 25% = Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15  
  minutes (Higher Tier)
                 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher  

  Tier.

Next Steps
You will be able to continue studying one or more foreign 
languages in the Sixth Form. Qualifications in a foreign 
language will for most students be a vital support skill for 
their main area of expertise: Law, Engineering, Business, 
Computing, Science etc. The better your grade at GCSE and 
the higher the level of qualification you achieve, the more 
attractive you will be to a prospective employer. Some 
universities including UCL and Imperial require at least a 
grade 5 at GCSE in a foreign language for all their courses.

It’s amazing how far an additional language can get you, 
especially in a world in which global relationships are 
often a necessity for businesses and organisations to 
thrive. Because of this, graduates of modern language 
degrees have long been in demand across many sectors 
of business and industry, in roles that extend well beyond 
interpretation and translation to encompass all elements 
of business transaction, international cooperation and 
politics. Common skills gained from a modern languages 

degree include:

 • The ability to communicate clearly in a foreign 
language, both verbally and in writing

 • Professional communication, spoken and written
 • Sensitivity to different cultural contexts
 • The ability to work independently
 • General research skills, including use of academic 

literature
 • General IT skills
 • Self-management, including planning and meeting 

deadlines
 • Analysing written and visual sources
 • Constructing and defending a coherent argument

 • Approaching issues from multiple perspectives.

Career Information 
Employers in the following areas are especially keen to 
see good language skills as a support to their employees’ 
main qualification: Science, Engineering, Computing, Law, 
Financial Services, conservation work, Politics, Business and 
Marketing, secretarial work, jobs in the tourist, fashion and 
catering industries. Since it is hoped that every student in the 
country will leave school with a Foreign Language GCSE, we 
strongly advise you to keep up a foreign language after Year 

11.

Extra costs and Requirements
For this 3 year GCSE course, students are recommended 
to purchase a GCSE textbook for around £20 and they 
may wish to also purchase a dictionary and a grammar, 
vocabulary and revision book. There may be opportunities 
to attend an enrichment trip to a foreign country in Year 9 
and 10 to enhance their subject knowledge, for which there 
will be a cost.
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Music

Course code: 
Edexcel 1MU0 

What will you learn?
Students study a variety of genres including:

 • Vocal music

 • Instrumental music from 1700 -1820 

 • Music for stage and screen 

 • World music fusions.                  

Students will also develop their composition skills and skills 

in performance on their chosen instrument/voice.   

Assessment
Unit 1 – Performance (30%)

15% = Solo performance (30 marks)

15% = Ensemble performance (30 marks)

Both performances combined must be at least 4 minutes in 

duration. 

Unit 2 – Composition (30%)

15% = Composition set to a brief (30 marks)

15% = Free composition (30 marks)

Both compositions combined must be at least 3 minutes in 

duration.

Unit 3 – Appraising (40%)

Written exam of 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)

Section A – Areas of study, dictation and unfamiliar pieces 

(68 marks)

Section B – Extended response comparison between a set 

work and unfamiliar piece (12 marks).   

Next Steps
GCSE Music students can move on to study Music at A 

Level as well as other courses at college such as Performing 

Arts, Music Technology and Performance courses. The 

GCSE course also complements those students studying 

their instrument or voice through graded exams. There 

is a wealth of research which shows a strong correlation 

between success in Music and other subjects, in particular 

STEM subjects.

Career Information 
Studying Music can lead to a multitude of careers within 

the music industry. As well as a career as a professional 

musician, music students can find careers as instrumental 

or classroom teachers, sound engineers and producers, 

composers, music therapists and journalists. There are also 

numerous jobs to be found for music companies such as 

A&R and public relations as well as for musicians, bands, 

orchestras and theatres/venues. Music is highly valued by 

both employers and Universities as an enabling subject, as 

it demonstrates commitment and discipline, as well as an 

ability to work effectively with others.

Extra costs & Requirements
While it is not essential for students to have taken grades, 

aptitude on an instrument is crucial and students are 

therefore expected to have vocal or instrumental lessons 

either with a private teacher or a Surrey Arts teacher at 

school.

“I would recommend Music to anyone who 
can play an instrument to any standard, it 
is by far the most enjoyable subject. Don’t 
be too worried by the written work as it is 
all learnable. ”  
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Physical Education

Course code Edexcel 1PE0

What will you learn?
GCSE PE will provide students with the opportunity to: 

 • Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of 

the factors that underpin physical activity and sport 

and use this knowledge and understanding to improve 

performance. 

 • Gain an understanding of physiological and 

psychological effects on sporting performers

 • Perform effectively in different physical activities by 

developing skills and techniques and selecting and 

using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas

 • Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve 

performance in physical activity and sport 

 • Understand the contribution that physical activity and 

sport make to health, fitness and well-being 

 • Understand the key sociocultural influences that can 

affect people’s involvement in physical activity and 

sport.

Assessment
Two examinations (60%) 

Fitness and Body Systems (36%) and 

Health and Performance (24%)

Practical performances in 3 sports (1 team, 1 individual and 
1 of choice) (30%)

Personal Exercise Programme (10%). 

Theory 70%, Practical 30%

Next steps
Studying GCSE PE creates a pathway for studying GCE A 

Level PE. This will allow students to enrol on university 

courses such as sports science, sports coaching and 

sports development. However, for students who are not 

looking to make a career in sport, GCSE PE offers fantastic 

transferable skills. Students will gain confidence in working 

cooperatively with others and enhancing leadership skills, 

whilst enjoying their learning experience. 

A Level study – Students MUST attain a grade 6 or higher 

in the theory paper to enrol onto GCE A Level PE at George 

Abbot Sixth Form. 

BTEC Sport Study - Students MUST attain a grade 5 or 

higher to enrol on a BTEC Sport Course

Careers information
Students who take the route of GCSE PE can move onto 

GCE A Level PE, BTEC Sport  Level 3 and various sporting 

careers such as; physiotherapy, sports coaching, sports 

conditioning, teaching, personal training, management and 

sports development.

Extra costs and requirements
£20 for a practical polo shirt and the purchase of a revision 

resource plus, a workbook. In recent years there has 

also been an opportunity in Year 11 to take part in an 

enrichment trip for kayaking and climbing (assisting with 

the individual activity grade).

“I would recommend PE because I really 
enjoy it. I enjoy the physical activity as well 
as learning the theory part of PE.”  
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Sociology

Course code: 

AQA 8192

What will you learn? 
Sociology is the study of society and, in particular, the 

different groups we belong to and the institutions that 

affect us; for example: education, the family, the mass 

media, religion and the law. Students will learn to apply 

their sociological knowledge, understanding and skills 

to develop an understanding of the interrelationships 

between individuals, groups, institutions and societies, 

within a UK and global context. They will need to critically 

analyse information and use evidence in order to make 

informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements 

and to draw conclusions. Students will have to use and 

apply their knowledge and understanding of how social 

structures and processes influence social control, power 

and inequality and use sociological theories to explain 

social issues and debates. Students will understand and 

evaluate sociological methodology and a range of research 

methods and use sociological terminology appropriately 

and make connections between the key areas of subject 

content. Sociology is a new subject for students. It is 

exciting, interesting and relevant to their lives.

The key topics to be studied are:

 • The Sociological Approach 

 • Families 

 • Education 

 • Crime and deviance

 • Social stratification

 • Sociological research methods.

Assessment 
There are two exam papers. 

Paper 1 is on the sociology of families and education. 

Paper 2 is on the sociology of crime and deviance and 

social stratification. 

Both papers are 1 hour and 45 minutes long. Both are 

worth 50% of the final grade. The exams contain a mixture 

of short and extended written responses. In Sociology there 

is no controlled assessment or coursework.

Next steps 
GCSE Sociology does not have to be studied for students 

choosing A Level Sociology. 

However, many GCSE Sociology students continue to 

study Sociology at A level. Due to the written demands in 

GCSE Sociology students are prepared for a wide variety 

of subjects. Studying GCSE Sociology also helps students 

with their next steps because it is linked to a wide variety of 

occupations. 

Careers information 
Sociology encourages the skills of interpretation, analysis 

and evaluation.  It is useful for anyone planning a career 

where the main focus is people.  

Past students have gone on to study a variety of courses 

including sociology, law, psychology, journalism, 

criminology, social work, counselling, politics, teaching, 

human resources, advertising and English.

Extra costs and requirements 
No extra costs or requirements are involved. 

“I would study Sociology because the 
teachers make the lessons really clear and 
support you when essay writing. ”  

“Sociology makes me think about things in 
a different way.”
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Course code 
J813

What will you learn? 
 • Develop a range of skills through involvement in sport 

and physical activity in different contexts and roles

 • Develop the ability to apply theoretical knowledge to 

practical situations

 • An understanding of the complexity of different areas 

of sport and the sports industry

 • An increased awareness of different ways to stay 

involved in sport and physical activity and of different 

careers and roles within sport.

Assessment 
 Equivalent of 1 x GCSE 

3 x Internally Assessed and Moderated Units;

 • R052 Developing Sports Skills

 • R053 Sports Leadership

 • R054 Sport and the Media

1 x 1 hour Examination:

 • R051 Contemporary Issues in Sport.

Next steps 
Students taking this course can go on to study BTEC Sport 

Level 3 at 6th form. You could also progress to a range of Level 

2 and 3 sports and coaching courses at a Further Education 

College. This can lead on to Higher Education and enrolment 

on courses such as sports coaching, sports science and sports 

psychology.

Careers information 
Students taking this route could gain a career in sporting 

areas such as:  coaching, nutrition, psychology, science and 

also teaching PE.

Extra costs and requirements 
£20 course fees which include a navy polo top for practical 

activities and contribution to a revision resource book and an  

enrichment activity.

Important note:

Some students are assigned to this subject. However, 

students who are not assigned to this subject, may still 

apply and a decision of acceptance will be made on a case 

by case basis.

Cambridge National – Sports Studies 120GLH
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Contacts 

Subject Staff contact Email address

Art and Design – Fine Art Mrs K Clifford kclifford@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Art and Design - Photography Miss K Ferguson kferguson@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Art and Design - Textiles Mrs R Cook rcook@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Biology Miss J Wheeler jwheeler@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Business Mr C Brinsden cbrinsden@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Chemistry Dr M Taylor mtaylor@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Children’s Play Learning and 
Development

Mrs S Furse sfurse@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Computer Science Mr J Hunter jhunter@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Construction Mr J Monem jmonem@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Dance Mrs V Haste vhaste@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Design Technology Mr J Monem jmonem@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Digital Information Technology Mr J Hunter jhunter@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Drama Mrs A Hunt ahunt@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

English Mrs E Short eshort@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Food Preparation & Nutrition Mrs E Ho eho@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Geography Mr R Mudie rmudie@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Graphic Design Mr L Gollon lgollon@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Hair and Beauty Ms S Gibelli sgibelli@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

History Mrs K Bennett kbennett@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Mathematics Miss C Coles ccoles@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Media Studies Mr B Radford bradford@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk 

Modern Foreign Languages Miss K Chandler kchandler@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Music Mr M Hartley mhartley@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Physical Education Mr B Rodgers brodgers@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Physics Mr R Rowe rrowe@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Religious Education Mrs V King vking@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Sociology Mrs C Burford cburford@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

Sports Studies Mr B Rodgers brodgers@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk
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