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Aims

• Provide an overview of the KS3 English curriculum at George Abbot 
School. 

• Experience what it is like to be a student at GAS.  



Welcome

• Three English lessons per week.
• One piece of HW per week.

• Currently reading ‘Private Peaceful’ by Michael Morpurgo. 

• Texts are studied over a whole term. 
• 2 assessments per term. 

• Reading (analytical)
• Writing (creative)



KS3 Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 7 Conflict
‘Private Peaceful’ by 
Michael Morpurgo and 
poetry from WW1

The Gothic 
‘Frankenstein’ by Phillip Pullman
with extracts from Mary Shelley’s 
text.  

Persuasion in Literature
A range of persuasive extracts 
(fiction and non fiction)

Year 8 Dickensian London
‘Oliver’ by Nigel Bryant 
with extracts taken from 
Charles Dicken’s Oliver 
Twist 

New Worlds and Travel
‘The Tempest’ by William 
Shakespeare

Politics and Persuasion
‘Animal Farm’ by George 
Orwell 

Year 9 Identity and Place
‘Of Mice and Men’ by John 
Steinbeck

Love through the Ages
‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William 
Shakespeare

GCSE Prep
‘Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Language 
Paper One



Assessment for Learning 

• Assessment for Learning 
 Both formative (feedback) and summative (grade) assessment and feedback is 

given. This is individual to each student. 
 Targets will be written and verbal. 
 Look out for the sticky label with the yellow border! 

• Presentation of work
• SIMS
 All formal assessment data is recorded on SIMS. 
 There are 2 assessments per term: 1 reading assessment and 1 writing. 



Private Peaceful

Lesson Objectives: 
• Understand what a PEEZA paragraph is.
• Develop an understanding of Grandma Wolf. 
• Produce your own PEEZA about Grandma Wolf.
• Give constructive feedback and targets for some example 

students. 



PEEZA Paragraphs

• PEEZA paragraphs help students to structure their analytical writing.
• It is a key skill that they will need all the way to their GCSEs.
• PEE is also used in History, RE, Geography, Sociology and Psychology!



Private Peaceful

• Private Peaceful is written from the perspective of Tommo Peaceful, a 
young man in WW1 who is recounting his life experiences from past 
to present day. The text explores the death of his father, the learning 
difficulties he witnessed in his eldest brother, the admiration he had 
for his other brother and the love he found on his first day of school. 



What is PEEZA? 
How is the character of Grandma Wolf presented? 
• Point – this is how you should start every paragraph. You outline what the paragraph will 

be about by using the words from the question and answering it really simply. This is 
your argument! 

• Evidence – this is where you prove your point/argument by using words from the text. 
You must take the words directly from the text and use quotation marks. Remember to 
keep your quotes short – no longer than a line! 

• Explanation – now you have to explain your quote. What is suggested/implied by the 
quote. Outline how your quote helps prove your point. 

• Zoom – now focus on ONE word or phrase that has been used in your chosen quotation 
and write about the different layers of meaning that it might have and how it proves your 
point even further. 

• Author – explain why the author has presented the character in this way. What might 
have influenced the author? What was happening in society when the text was 
set/published? Audience – how might this make the reader/audience feel? How might 
different audiences respond and why? 



How is the character of Grandma Wolf 
presented?
• Read pages 30-33.
• As we read, think about how Grandma Wolf has been presented. 
• Draw your own image of image of Grandma Wolf and label her with 

short quotes from the text. 
• In pairs, write your own PEEZA paragraph that answers the question 

above.



Self/Peer Assessment

• We often use self and peer assessment. 
• Student marking is done in green pen. 
• Look at the 3 sample answers  provided and: 

• write down what you think the student has done well
• write what you think this student needs to do to improve



Example One

WWW:
• Lovely analysis of the word “lair” and good explanation that it is 

something a wild animal would live in.
• Well done for trying to follow PEEZA.

Next steps:
• Practise PEE some more before moving onto ZA. 



Example Two

WWW:
• An excellent understanding of Grandma Wolf.
• Good quotes used and explanation of what the quote tells us about 

Grandma Wolf.
• Well done for beginning to think about the author and the reader. 

Next steps:
Use a dictionary to check spellings carefully in your next essay.



Example Three

WWW:
• A detailed and mature response, using much of the essay vocabulary 

from lessons (eg. it is suggested, this highlights).
• A clear response that follows PEEZA. 

Next steps:
Develop your ideas further, to explore how a character could be 
further interpreted in an alternative way – remember to give layers of 
meaning.  



Help at home

READING
• https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
• https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/ks3
• https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/37/Year-7-age-11-12

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/ks3
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists/37/Year-7-age-11-12


Questions

• Thank you for coming this evening. 
• If you have any specific questions about your child, please address 

them to your child’s English teacher, Mrs Short, who is Head of 
English or to Miss Tank who is responsible for KS3 English: 

• eshort@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk
• mtank@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

mailto:eshort@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mtank@georgeabbot.surrey.sch.uk

	KS3 English 
	Aims
	Welcome
	KS3 Curriculum Overview 
	Assessment for Learning 
	Private Peaceful
	PEEZA Paragraphs
	Private Peaceful
	What is PEEZA? �How is the character of Grandma Wolf presented? 
	How is the character of Grandma Wolf presented?
	Self/Peer Assessment
	Example One
	Example Two
	Example Three
	Help at home
	Questions

