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     In order for our club to have a successful sailing season… a lot of planning, work, and time goes into each 

of the events that are held.  May is one of the busier months that makes the rest of the season go smoothly.  

Now that we are heading into June, we get to start reaping some of the rewards of that hard work.  

 

     Preparing for the race season, a large number of members (see Lance’s article) worked to make sure the 

buoys were ready for the season and then ventured forward to set the marks -- Thank you to everyone that 

helped!  And as for racing, F/C Chris McCardell and V/C Lance Yee were ready for the first race which was 

called after we spent a couple of hours just floating around… but the second race reminded us all why we do 

this and I am really excited for more racing this year.  

 

     Not to be out done, the WSSC Cruising group has also been working hard and it shows – thank you to eve-

ryone that has been putting in their time and effort to support our cruising events!  The Icebreaker boat trip 

was again cancelled but P/C Carver & Alison Dumke were kind enough to have everyone to their house for 

the second year in a row. I could not make this year’s event but I heard that everyone that went had a wonder-

ful time – thank you very much Carver and Alison!   Also, tomorrow we will be heading out for the Memorial 

Day Cruise and I am expecting that will be another wonderful event… hope you are there as well!  

 

     With everything now in full swing; it’s time to start putting your WSSC membership to good use...whether 

it is using your boat for the Cruises or Racing, or join us by car at one our social events, or even visiting one 
Continued  on page 2… 
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From the Commodore...continued from page 1…   

 of our 175 sister clubs… get out there and enjoy your membership; that is what it is here for!  If you need in-

spiration… please check the articles from V/C Lance and R/C Tim regarding the racing and cruising events or 

see the WSSC calendar and then come join us!   

 

     In May I also had the honor of representing WSSC at the North Cape Burgee Ball and in June, I will again 

have the privilege to represent our club at the Grosse Ile Yacht Club Commodore’s Ball.   This is a great time 

be part of WSSC and I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the June 7th Meeting at Mr. Nick’s! 

 

       Quick Reminders:  

WSSC June GMM meeting on June 7, 2018 at Mr. Nick’s in Trenton.  

WSSC Commodore’s Tea in Leamington ON on June 9th.  

Opening of the Island events for those not attending the Commodore’s Tea – June 8 – 10; with the cere-

mony at FYC on June 9th. 

Lighthouse Challenge Sailboat Race or WSSC Golf Outing and then the WSSC Regatta - June 23rd   

Also, check the newsletter for other upcoming club events.  

 

David  

From the Vice Commodore...  
     Buoy Launch on May 5th was a big success; they all floated! Thank you to the 14 volunteers who made 

easy work of it: Captain Tim, Carver, Bryce, Sharon, Tim L, Steve, Chuck, Chris, Steveo, Dick, Andrew, 

David, Tom and Christy! Fueled by a sunny day and mild temperatures as well as coffee and muffins to keep 

the crew fed, we even got the entrance buoys for Ford Yacht Club in place!   

 

     We had the annual Skipper’s meeting at Grosse Ile Yacht Club on Sunday May 6th. It was well attended 

and the racing season is already underway! The first Wednesday Night At The Races (WNATR) was on the 

slow side, being called off at 9:10 p.m. Bryce turned on the motor at 9:00 p.m. since we had not made it to 

the center mark from the North mark. The wind must have gotten the memo, because there was enough to 

race for the second race of the WNATR Spring Series. Chris, thank you for an excellent Skipper’s Meeting 

and a great start to the racing season!  

 

     The 16th annual Light House Challenge is coming up soon, June 23rd. The Regatta will be held at the 

Water’s Edge Pavilion next to Smokey’s at 4:00 p.m.  We are raising funds for Scarlet’s Smile to help build 

Michigan’s largest accessible playground. Scarlet has been feeling well the past few weeks, and I have been 

told that if she continues to be feeling well, she will make an appearance at the Regatta! Christy is very excit-

ed for everyone to meet her!  

 

     For those who are not racing, remember there is also a golf outing at Water’s Edge Municipal Golf 

Course. Tee time is 12:00 pm and $12.00 gets 9 holes and a golf cart for 2. Golfing should end in perfect 

time to join us for dinner at the Regatta! Dinner will be $11.00 per person and catered with all of my favor-

ites: baby back ribs, fried chicken, red skin potatoes, coleslaw, and green beans (being Vice Commodore 

does have its privileges)!  Please RSVP by June 16 to Sharon Boardman: wsscactivities@gmail.com for the 

Regatta and/or Golf! 

 

     I have to say that Sharon and Christy have done a tremendous job planning the Regatta (still thinking  
Continued on page 3... 
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about those baby back ribs); I, on the other hand, have not done so well finding a committee boat for the Light-

house Challenge; no reasonable offer refused, no experience necessary, and my undying gratitude to the volun-

teers! Please contact me ASAP!  

 

     I am very pleased to report that Bryce has volunteered to be the committee boat for the Jack and Jill  

Race September 2nd. Christy and I are still working out the details on the afterglow, but the one thing I know 

for sure… the Jack & Jill afterglow will be at Gibraltar Boat Yard, thanks to a very gracious Tim! Details will 

follow soon. 

 
     It has been an eventful May for Christy and I! Our youngest son’s last day of High School is May 31st and 

family is coming in from as far as Hawaii (Oahu, not the volcanic one) for the graduation. As soon as life 

calms down, Christy and I will have the afterglow flyer complete for the Doublehanded Race, August 25, 

2018! Here is what I know for sure: (1) The afterglow will be at The Sandbar, Toledo Beach Marina; (2) 

Christy and I will be the committee boat for the end of the race; (3) I need a committee boat to start the race 

(please and thank you).  

 

     The Garage Sale at Sharon and Bryce’s home raised $193.50 for next year’s Commodore’s Ball. Thank you 

to everyone who donated: Bryce and Sharon, Carver and Allison, Tim and Cindy, as well as Sharon and 

Bryce’s generous neighbors, Mike and Shannon, Tom and Linda, and Amanda. Not only did Christy and I 

have a great day and raise some money towards the Ball; we were able to help out two young brothers who 

were buying bikes (with their own money) to fix up and donate to the Detroit Bike-A-Thon; giving transporta-

tion to work for those in need! It was serendipitous timing and a very meaningful day!  

 

Smooth Sailing 

Lance Yee 

From the vice Commodore... continued from page 2... 

   

The Buoy Launch Crew:      

Captain Tim, Steve, Chuck, 

Chris, Steveo, Dick, Tim,      

Andrew, David, Don, Lance, 

and Tom. Not Picture d are  

Carver, Bryce, and Sharon, 

who helped at the beginning 

but didn't go along for the 

ride! 
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     As I write this article,  the weather is finally forecast to be dry for the next two days!   We all know that     

April was a wash,  and we now know that May was particularly shower-filled also.   It is a welcome and much 

needed sunny forecast indeed.   If April showers bring Mayflowers,  then let’s hope that May Showers bring 

June sunshine and fair winds! 

 

     Speaking of showers,  we had two last weekend-   Plenty of rain for the Ice Breaker Cruise held at Carver 

and Allison Dumke’s home made for close conversations under umbrellas and gazebos as well as indoors.   

Good thing Allison chose to go with the beautiful new wood flooring versus white carpeting!  A great turn out 

with plenty of food and some fine BBQ work by Gale. 

 

     Meanwhile another shower was going on at my home.   My son Andrew and his fiancé Juliann, (both 

WSSC members btw) are getting married in July and the wedding shower was held in my backyard.   Thank-

fully we had a large tent set up since 50+ women wearing large Kentucky derby style hats attended the rainy 

affair.   I am told that it was a beautiful time but was happy to exit stage left and go to the Carvers! Congratula-

tions to those love birds! 

 

Cruising- the Memorial Day Cruise to Toledo Beach Marina was a huge success!   Six boats sailed there,  and 

many other members showed up by car for a very warm and sunny meeting on Sunday.  Don Baumgartner 

stepped in as Port Captain here since Jeff and Jean Giles were still busy mopping up their home and launching 

their boat.  (May Showers again a problem here)   I am sure they welcomed the dry forecast as well.   

 

     There was only one change to the cruising schedule-  due to bridge construction,  the Port Clinton port of 

call has been cancelled.   The schedule is flexible, and you can choose to stay longer at Middle Bass or move 

on to Kelly’s Island.   Just have fun and enjoy the expected sunshine and fair winds. 

 

      Christy Yee is our #1 sales rep and showed off her skills by signing up eight new members!  Her personali-

ty is infectious and after Don’s professional meeting presentation not one of the “guests” to the gathering left 

without a WSSC burgee and a smile.    Welcome to the new members and great job Christy.  

 

     After the quick and concise meeting members milled around the marina and enjoyed the sunshine before 

the scheduled dinner at the Harbor Inn.   It was fun to watch the racing boats returning and flying their spinna-

kers all the way into the harbor until the last minute.   It’s nice to have a good crew like that onboard!  Toledo 

Beach and North Cape sure have a great location for our sport. 

 

Guest Speaker-  Due to a scheduling change Dr. Sharon Bianco will be unavailable but will present in the fall.   

And the presentation will be……a Surprise.  

     

Welcome June and 

welcome sunshine!   

 

 Let’s go Sailing!  

 Tim Lozon 

Dinner at Harbor Inn & Ale.   Great Food and Great Service too! 
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Membership News... 

                                                     
 

ANNIVERSARY ALBUM NEWS 
 

Would you believe we have already had two major summer events, the Icebreaker  and the Memorial Day Cruise 

(not including the Wednesday night races).  That means pictures, many pictures.  Please send me  your precious 

photos by an e-mail attachment, and I will place them on your album page.  

Send to:    frankpavia001@comcast.net   

 
 

Frank Pavia 

          www.westshoresailclub.org 

 
 

WSSC  April 2018 Meeting Minutes continued... 
 

 

We had 8 new members join WSSC at the May Cruising Meeting...WELCOME!! 
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Leah and Paul Harmon Pete and Joni Show 

Bruce and Mary Garrison Matt and Judy Longfield 

Photos courtesy of Christy Yee 
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Event Date & Time (tentative) Contact 
January GMM & Change of Watch January 4, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC Cruising Committee  Meeting January 7, 2018 Tim Lozon 
WSSC Cruising Logs Due January 10, 2018 Kathy Howe 

Euchre Tournament January 13, 2018 Sharon Boardman 

WSSC BOTY Entry Due January 31,2018 David Monk 
February GMM February 1, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC Race Committee Meeting February 7, 2018 Chris McCardell 
Euchre Tournament February 10, 2018 Sharon Boardman 
Dinner Cruise to MBC February 15, 2018 David Monk 
WSSC Membership Renewal Due March 1, 2018 Ray King 
March GMM March 1, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Euchre Tournament March 10, 2018 Sharon Boardman 
April GMM April 5, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WSSC 2018 Commodore’s Ball April 14, 2018 Commodore’s Ball Committee 
WNATR Buoy Inspection April 21, 2018 Lance Yee 
WNATR Buoy Work Day April 28, 2018 Lance Yee 
May GMM - ANNUAL SWAP MEET May 3, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Buoy Launch Day May 5 (rain date May 6), 2018 Lance Yee 
WNATR Skipper's Meeting - GIYC May 6, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Spring #1 - GIYC afterglow May 16, 2018 Chris McCardell 
Ice Breaker Cruise/Bob-lo Island May 19-20, 2018 Doug & Kathy – Carver & Allison 
WNATR Spring #2 - GIYC afterglow May 23, 2018 Chris McCardell 
Memorial Day—Toledo Beach Cruise May 26 - 28, 2018 Jeff & Jean Giles 
WSSC Cruising Committee Meeting May 27, 2018 Tim Lozon / Don Baumgartner 
WNATR Spring #3 - GIYC afterglow May 30, 2018 Chris McCardell 
June GMM June 7, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Leamington Cruise/Commodore's Tea June 9-10, 2018 Don & Sandy Baumgartner 
WNATR Spring #4 - GIYC afterglow June 13, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Spring #5 - GIYC afterglow June 20, 2018 Chris McCardell 
Lighthouse Challenge - WSSC Regatta June 23 (rain date June 24), 2018 Lance Yee 
WNATR Summer #1 - FYC afterglow June 27, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Week-long Cruise July 14-22, 2018 Tim Lozon - Multiple 
WNATR Summer #2 - FYC afterglow July 25, 2018 Lance Yee 
WNATR Summer #3 - FYC afterglow August 1, 2018 Chris McCardell 
August GMM August 2, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Summer #4 - FYC afterglow August 8, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Summer #5 - FYC afterglow August 15, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Fall #1 - FYC afterglow August 22, 2018 Chris McCardell 
Late Summer Cruise - Middle Bass Island August 18-19, 2018 Carver & Allison Dumke 
WSSC Doublehanded Race August 25,2018 Lance Yee 
WNATR Fall #2 - FYC afterglow August 29 2018 Chris McCardell 
WSSC Jack & Jill Race September 2, 2018 Lance Yee 
WNATR Fall #3 - GIYC afterglow September 5, 2018 Chris McCardell 
September GMM September 6, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Fall #4 - GIYC afterglow September 12, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Fall #5 - GIYC afterglow September 19, 2018 Chris McCardell 
WNATR Buoy Pull September 22, 2018 Lance Yee 
Harvest Moon Cruise/Monroe Boat Club September 22-23 or 29-30, 2018 Dan Williamson & Peggy Hillen  
October GMM October 4, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
WNATR Awards Night October 19, 2018 Lance Yee 
October Fun Fest (TBD) TBD 
November GMM November 1, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 
Dec GMM - WSSC Christmas Party December 6, 2018 Mr. Nick’s, Trenton 

WSSC 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Border Crossing Information: 

 Updated, 1/2018 

 

The best way to return to the US is to obtain either an I-68 or Nexus card for everyone on the boat. The captain 

is to report in at 313 393-3793 in the Detroit Area (Monroe to south of Selfridge). If you have BR numbers, the 

report in interview is normally very short and easy. 

 

The cost of an I-68 is $16 per year per person, with a maximum of $32 for a family. Children are included on 

their parent’s I-68. It is only good for one season. You can fill out the forms and obtain the I-68 at the bridge or 

tunnel. Request your BR number at the same time. This is the letters BR followed by seven digits such as 

BR0123456. 

  

A Nexus card is $50 for 5 years ($10 per year). One should enroll online. You will have to report to get the card. 

You can do this at the Ambassador Bridge or the Tunnel. We reported to the Border Patrol station at the Am-

bassador Bridge. As you approach the Bridge, shortly after turning to the east there is a gate on the left (prior to 

paying the toll). Go through the gate (you may have to tell an officer at the gate your purpose) to the offices. Ob-

tain your boater number (BR#) when you pick up your Nexus card(s). When we renewed our Nexus cards at 

the Bridge, the U. S. officers that could help with the BR number were at the same desk as the Nexus 

(Canadian) Officers, just on the right side of the counter.  For more on Nexus go to: https://www.cbp.gov/travel/

trusted-traveler-programs/nexus. Once you have the Nexus card, you can enroll in the GOES program online. 

This allows using the TSA precheck line at U.S. airports (and is the least expensive way to get this).  

 

If your boat 30 feet long or more payment of the user fee is required. You can obtain a DTOPS (Decal / Tran-

sponder Online Procurement System) number for $27.50 per calendar year. Information on this is at: https://

www.cbp.gov/trade/basic-import-export/uftd-info. The main change is that as of December, the cost of the Cus-

toms Decal {users fee} (for boats 30 feet or longer) is increased to $28.24 (from $25). You must have this decal if 

your boat is 30 feet or more in length. You can obtain it at https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov/main under the Private 

Vessel block. 

 

   If you wish to use the online float plan, you will need a SVRS number. This is the letters BR followed by 9 

digits for example BR123456789. More information is available on SVRS at https://svrs.cbp.dhs.gov/

Default.aspx . Note, these are not the same as the BR number for calling in.  

 

More information on travel requirements is available at: https://www.cbp.gov/travel/pleasure-boats-private-flyers  
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To Members of West Shore Sail Club: 

            I, past commodore Dennis Hunter (1987), feel that it is my responsibility to submit a short biography.  Our involvement 

began with a chance meeting with Dan Rutledge (1980).  He and other members of the club, that moored their boats at        

Gibraltar Boat Yard, explained to us the meaning and advantages of West Shore Sail Club and we were immediately interested. 

We then joined at the next meeting. At that time we owned a 24 ft. S2, 7.3 boat named Cinnamon.  Subsequently, I was elected 

commodore. I would like to say at this time that the position of being a commodore was one of the most enjoyable opportuni-

ties that I have got to experience in my lifetime.  The club as a whole with its promotion of sailing and its activities was a pure 

pleasure to be part of.   

A great funny memory that I would like to share involves the breaking and entering of my boat by Ron Doom and 

Matt Dubois.  They thought that stealing my spinnaker and placing it on the ceiling above the Crystal Gardens was hilarious, I 

myself also found it to be quite humorous. The boat we owned during that time was a 30 ft. S2, 9.2C  boat named Oh Tay. That 

is one of the great memories that I will forever cherish, as being part of my West Shore Sailing Club experience.  During  my 

involvement with the West Shore Sail Club and while I was commodore I also became the chairman of WNATR for three con-

secutive years.  Although that position was very demanding and rigorous, at the same time I found it to be quite rewarding and 

enjoyed it immensely. I was still able to participate in the Mills Race, Bay Week, Port to Port Race, Down the River Race and 

several others.  I was fortunate enough to participate in five Port Huron to Mackinaw races, ten Bay Week (my liver survived), 

all the various club sponsored races, cruised all over Lake Erie, the North Channel, one designed racing on Lake St Claire and 

Little Travers Bay.  Also cruised the Welland and Erie cannels.  Although unable to sail currently, I was able to participate in a 

fulfilling sailing career in years past. 

In August of 1997 I retired from the Ecorse Fire Department. This afforded us the opportunity to move to our vacation 

home in Petoskey, Michigan, thus ending our sailing career on Lake Erie and our activity with West Shore Sail Club.  At that 

time we owned a 28 ft. S2, 8.5 boat named Hullacious (product loyal).  Recent changes involved our desire to get out of the 

snow and moved to Florida, which subsequently on that same day we were moving into our new home, I suffered a massive 

stroke.  From that I started suffering grand mall seizures.  To resolve this issue I was required to receive not one but two crani-

otomy surgeries in one week.   At this time, due to my medical care,  my Lady Jean and I reside in Holland, Michigan along the 

lakeside. 

In conclusion I would like to say that all the past commodores were invaluable with their assistance.  I would like to 

give an extra special thanks to Mike Jablonski (1979) and Dick Synowiec (1979).  Their useful knowledge helped make my 

commodore experience that much more fulfilling.   I must admit our activity with West Shore has left us with many friends and 

acquaintances that we still have to this day.  We have missed our club participation dearly. 

Sincerely, 

Past Commodore Dennis Hunter (1987)    

Hunter.dennis@yahoo.com 

772-284-8000 
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Promoting the sport of  sailing and seamanship since 1972 

West Shore Sail Club  

P.O. Box 369 

Trenton, MI 48183-0369 

E-mail: jsstarboardtack@outlookmail.com 

Website: www.westshoresailclub.org 

 
 

 
Member participation in the production of the WSSC monthly newsletter the ‘Starboard Tack’ 
is encouraged.   If you have an article, photo, question, member biography or topic you would 
like to see or have published in the SBT, please email the editors  at:     
 jsstarboardtack@outlook.com 

West Shore Sail Club Executive Board 

Commodore - David Monk 

Vice Commodore -  Lance Yee  

Rear Commodore - Tim Lozon 

Treasurer - David Sakowicz   

 Secretary - Lori Monk  

Membership - Ray King 

Activities Chairperson –  Open 

Fleet Captain Racing - Chris McCardell 

Fleet Captain Cruising - Don Baumgartner 

Starboard Tack Editors - Joan & John  
                                           Samuelson  

 

jsstarboardtack@outlook.com 

CORK BOARD 


