
 

        3rd Quarter, 2013    
                                           AN INDEPENDENT NON-PROFIT AEROSPACE ORGANIZATION                                                    

P.O. Box 394 

      El Segundo, CA  90245     1 

                                   

                             GENERAL BERNARD A. SCHRIEVER  

                           LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 147 

                          AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

President Message 3Q13 & AFA Convention Report 
 

     Marcia and I recently had the honor of representing our Chapter as California Delegates to the AFA National 

Convention at the Gaylord Center at National Harbor, Maryland.  What a nice facility for the Convention and the 

annual Air and Space Conference!  Years ago during my Pentagon tours, I remember attending the Conference at 

a hotel on Connecticut Avenue near the National Zoo.  Compared to that facility, the Gaylord is sure a step up.   

 

      

     The Conference starting on Monday following the Convention featured an address by the Secretary of the Air 

Force and several breakout sessions.  Also featured were Industry Exhibits.  A major disappointment to me was the absence of any 

space-related exhibits.  The exhibits concentrating on air power-related hardware were interesting as usual.  Obviously “Space” in 

“Air and Space” was only a place holder. 

 

     During the convention on Saturday, we re-elected key members of the AFA National Board of Directors, including Chairman 

and President along with their supporting cast.  On Sunday two new members, Peter Jones and David Warner, were elected Direc-

tors at Large, and Marv Tooman was elected National Secretary.  These elections were conducted by vote of State delegations, with 

California having 35 votes.  The allocation of California’s 35 votes was decided during a caucus of Far West Region delegates late 

Saturday after the Awards Dinner.  During this caucus Wayne Kauffman was elected to replace Rich Taubinger as Far West Re-

gion President.  Congrats, Wayne! 

 

     On Sunday we heard reports from George Muellner, Chairman; Scott Van Cleef, Vice Chairman, Field Operations; Jerry White, 

Vice Chairman, Aerospace Education; Len Vernamonti, National Treasurer; and President Craig McKinley.  Suffice it to say Field 

Operations’ major concern is membership retention, attracting new members, and viability of Chapters.  National is concerned 

about falling below 100,000 members and losing clout with Congress and National decision and opinion makers.  Field Operations 

is building training modules to be made available on-line for Chapter leaders.  They are also trying to come up with State level ap-

proaches for improving Chapter viability.  Education’s concerns are donations falling year by year.  The Treasurer reported a clean 

audit.  Disappointing was the absence of a resolution of National’s 501(c)(3) status.  In response to Lee Barnby’s query, National 

claims it is an IRS problem without acknowledging the impact to States and Chapters dependent upon National’s non-existent blan-

ket. 

 

     I walked away from the various reports with the sense that National is in a state of flux.  National is dealing with a totally re-

vamped web site that is a work in progress, with new people in key positions learning their jobs, and with trying to do business 

with Air Force leaders facing sequestration and budget cuts.  These are having an impact, as we well know, on our ability to hold 

events with government participation.  During his report, Chairman Muellner announced National would no longer hold a symposi-

um in conjunction with the 2014 Los Angeles Air Force Ball due to the inability of the Air Force Chief and Secretary to support 

more than two Conferences or Symposia.  He received an indication from the Chief they would be able to support the 2014 Ball 

and a half day Mitchell Institute (MI) event in L.A.  For those of you who don’t know, National views MI as the answer to Air 

Power advocacy.  During discussions I had with Muellner and McKinley, I pointed out MI had no credibility regarding space-

related issues.  I was assured space and cyber would be added to the Charter being written to guide recently hired MI Dean LTG 

(ret) David Deptula.  Don’t hold your breath; the proof will be in the doing. 

 

     Several Chapter members were recognized with National Awards.  Receiving Medals of Merit were Ben James, Tav Taverney, 

and Steve Quilici.  Rick Reaser was recognized with an Exceptional Service Award.  During the awards dinner, presentations were 

made to those recipients present; the other awards are to be mailed.  Congrats to Ben, Tav, Steve, and Rick, who made major con-

tributions to our success.  
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We Lost an Air Force Hero this Quarter 
 

 

Medal of Honor Recipient Bud Day Dies 

 

Retired Col. George E. "Bud" Day, a Medal of Honor recipient who spent 

nearly six years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, died on July 27 in Shalimar, 

Fla., following a long illness. He was 88. "I owe my life to Bud, and much of 

what I know about character and patriotism," said Sen. John McCain (R-

Ariz.), who was Day's cellmate in captivity in Hanoi. "He was the bravest man I ever knew," said 

McCain. Day's funeral service was in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., with burial at Barrancas National Ceme-

tery in Pensacola, Fla. A native of Sioux City, Iowa, Day was born on Feb. 24, 1925. He served as a 

marine in World War II and then became an Air Force pilot during the Korean War. On Aug. 26, 1967, 

the North Vietnamese shot down Day's F-100 Super Sabre during a dangerous forward air control mis-

sion. He endured extreme hardship and torture in captivity. On March 14, 1973, Day regained his free-

dom. After recuperating, he returned to active flying status. He then retired from active duty in 1977 as 

the most decorated officer in the service's history and went on to practice law in Florida, becoming a 

crusader for veterans' issues. Day chronicled his Vietnam War experiences in the 1989 book Return 

with Honor. (See Associated Press report, via the Colorado Springs Gazette, and Sioux City Journal 

report.) (See also The Strength of Bud Day and Valor: The Long Road to Freedom from Air Force 

Magazine's archives.) 

 
 
 

Chapter News   
 

A few things to report; school has started so maybe we’ll get some ROTC news next quarter. The coming 

quarter will have the AF Ball, which always has some interesting highlights. We held this edition to present 

some news on our October mixer, which although technically not in this quarter, was on the 4th, so we want-

ed to include it here. As you will read elsewhere, the budget uncertainty is still with us, and with that comes 

less participation by local Air Force leadership. That, in turn, will affect how the AF Ball is run. If you have 

any questions, contact any board member. The list of Board members and many other things are on our new 

and improved website, http://afa147.org ; you should check it out. Please give us feedback about what you’d 

like to see there. 

 

We did, however, have several awards presented to some Board members by the California AFA 

President, Lee Barnby. We are very fortunate to have active and dedicated volunteers and the   

local base population and activities. It allows our chapter to be one of the more active in Califor-

nia. 
 

 

 

 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/897f2oz/3jlkc
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/897f2oz/3jlld
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/897f2oz/3jlme
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/897f2oz/3jlnf
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/897f2oz/3jlog
http://afa147.org
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President's Awards to Tav Taverney (L) and Wayne Kauffman  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                

                    Sustained Outstanding Performance                Meritorious Service Awards to 
                                      Award to Ed Peura                    Brenda Pluntze for doing this newsletter                                                                                                                         
O                                                                                                   once a quarter, and to her husband,                                                                                                                          
f                                                                                                    Steve, for no reason we can think of.  
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Exceptional Service Awards to Nancy Insprucker and Steve Quilici 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meritorious Service Award to Glenn Dildy (although Glenn has left the Board, he did an 
outstanding job with the Cyber Patriot Program and because of him, there are several 
active high school Cyber Patriot teams in the area) and Elaine Knauf. 
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AFA 4 Oct Mixer a Huge Success 
 

     Of course we put it on and we’re a little biased, but, yes, it was a huge success. Full disclosure…… we were 
helped by having it on a First Friday afternoon, when at least GPS folks would have come anyway, but perhaps 
that showed outstanding planning by Nancy Insprucker, a member of the Chapter 147 AFA Board, and one our 
membership chairs. 
     We had door prizes to give away, plenty of free food and liquid refreshment for those brave enough to risk 
talking to an AFA Board member, and many military and civilians in attendance. Several folks grabbed a copy of 
Air Force Magazine and a few even took an application. Both Gen Pawlikowski and Gen Feehan were able to at-
tend, even though the government was technically ‘at rest’. They were able to use that as an excuse to avoid 
making a speech, so they were probably happier than anyone else in the room. President Ed spoke eloquent-
ly—and kept it short.  It was a very enjoyable afternoon, with AFA representation from the state level, and the y 
got to see what a great Chapter we have.         
 
                                      If you missed it, be on the lookout for the next one in the spring. 

There was standing room only (well, except for that one chair) as 

the SMC family celebrated together. 

Yes, from experience I can tell you the beer was good. Gen P talking 

with President Ed & Steve Pluntze 

It figures that Ed Alexander, Jim Knauf, and Rick Reaser 

would hog all the food. It was a good spread. 
Government shutdown and the General is s

miling. Can’t 

ask for more than that. Thanks for coming down, Gen P. 
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Arnie was an ‘Arnie’ 
 

The Arnold Air Society GICE Squadron was honored to have AFA Board Member and guest speaker, Col 
Arnie Streland, USAF (ret) on 27 Sep 13. The event was planned to start off after Detachment 040’s Air 
Force ROTC training day at 1930. Mr. Streland offered to meet with the squadron and go over a range of 
topics, including information on AFA activities, AF career advice, and his own involvement with Arnold 
Air Society (AAS). Even after a long day of ROTC, Mr. Streland was able to easily capture the attention of 
the cadets.  The cadets in attendance were surprised to hear that Mr. Streland was an “Arnie” once upon 
a time. His unique perspective connected with the incoming members of Arnold Air Society and opened 
the eyes of cadets who were previously unaware of the Schriever chapter’s involvement with AAS and 
Det 040.  The General Ira C. Eaker Squadron looks forward to hosting Mr. Streland during the upcoming 
spring semester and becoming more involved with their local AFA chapter. Their next speaker will be 
Jim Knauf. 

 

Another AAS newsbyte from Nancy Fitzgerald 

 

On 18-20 October, Arnold Air Society’s Area & Region Conclave (ARCON) 2013 will take 

place at the Sheraton Hotel in Anaheim, CA.   This month the General Bernard A. Schriever 

Chapter funded two cadets to attend from Arnold Air Society, Captain Don Brown Squadron, AFROTC De-

tachment 055, University of California Los Angeles.   ARCON is an event where all the squadrons from a 

geographic area get together to discuss training and community service projects for the year.  We were 

pleased to show our support for such a worthwhile event and look forward to continuing to build a close rela-

tionship with AAS and AFROTC Detachments in the Los Angeles community. 

  

Nancy 
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SMC & Space News 
 

Sequestration is the Space Pearl Harbor 
Budget sequestration, if left unaltered, will prove more devastating to US space capabilities than 

any threat an adversary could think up, warned Gen. William Shelton, head of Air Force Space 

Command. If there is no budget flexibility soon, Fiscal 2015 will look very dire, he said in his ad-

dress at AFA's 2013 Air and Space Conference in National Harbor, Md. "All programs will get bro-

ken," said Shelton. As the United States ends its long engagement in Afghanistan and rebalances its 

investment portfolio, space assets—from missile warning to weather to GPS satellites—are "must 

haves" for the American way of war, and their importance to the joint force is only growing, he said. There is a 

danger in thinking the United States just needs to work on being less reliant on space assets, said Shelton. Due 

to the difficulties caused by the budget sequester, he said he has had to raid operations and maintenance ac-

counts and sustainment capability, deferring systems engineering and depot maintenance in certain areas, 

thereby taking on more risk. 

 

 

Anti Access and Fifth Generation Space 
Much like air-breathing capabilities have adapted to defenses and technology, so too must space capabilities, 

said Gen. William Shelton. This is especially the case as space assets are increasingly enablers for a defense 

strategy that relies on access and power projection. AFSPC has space and cyber experts involved in the AirSea 

Battle office and its initiatives, said Shelton. There has been a great deal of dialogue about the reliance of air 

and naval assets on space and cyber, and how to protect the space and cyber capabilities. "If you're critically 

dependent on space and cyber capability, and suddenly it's not there, what's next? What's plan B?" asked Shel-

ton. "We are working very hard to construct what plan B would look like." AFSPC planners are examining 

concepts addressing survivability, such as hardening and dispersal of space assets, he said. AFSPC has a few 

years to study the issue, but by Fiscal 2017, it will have to make some fundamental decisions on what capabili-

ties to invest in. 

 

 

Shelton Sounds Early Warning 

The Air Force's Space Based Infrared System satellites will require modernization in the next decade to remain 

viable, said Gen. William Shelton. "With the threats that are coming, we don't believe that SBIRS, in its cur-

rent incarnation, will be survivable past the mid-2020s," he said during a speech on Capitol Hill sponsored by 

AFA, the National Defense Industrial Association, and Reserve Officers Association. Shelton said by then, 

there will be a "very different space environment than what we are operating in today," which will require a 

"different kind of capability." SBIRS satellites are designed to provide early warning of missile launches. Two 

of the six SBIRS satellites ordered are already in geosynchronous orbits—and the first one is now operation-

al—plus there are two SBIRS sensor payloads hosted on classified intelligence satellites in polar orbits. Look-

ing ahead, Shelton said AFSPC is exploring alternative architectures that would be sustainable for both the up-

coming threat and budget environments. Some ideas involve separating the strategic and tactical missile warn-

ing missions onto different satellites or posting infrared sensors on other platforms, he said. (For more cover-

age of Shelton's talk, see On the Fence and More Cyber Jobs Coming.) 

 

 

Legacy Space Surveillance System on Sequestration's Chopping Block 

Due to resource constraints caused by budget sequestration, Air Force Space Command is preparing to discon-

tinue operations of the Air Force Space Surveillance System by Oct. 1, a move that would save $14 million per 

year, announced the command. A final decision on this action is expected in the next few weeks. By discontin-

uing operations, the command would not maintain the system in operational status, but would not remove 

equipment until determining final disposition, states the release. AFSSS has been operational since   

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/88edcup/3i0wz
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/88edcup/3i0wz
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/88edcup/3j809
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/88edcup/3j81a
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8anmlyp/3kauc


 

        3rd Quarter, 2013    
                                           AN INDEPENDENT NON-PROFIT AEROSPACE ORGANIZATION                                                    

P.O. Box 394 

      El Segundo, CA  90245     8 

1961 as part of Air Force's broader space surveillance network. The system comprises a series of three radar 

transmitters and six receivers along the 33rd parallel stretching across the southern United States. To account  

for the loss of AFSSS coverage, the command said it has "devised modified operating modes" for surveillance 

radars at Cavalier AFS, ND, and Eglin AFB, Fla. The Air Force wants to replace AFSSS—often referred to as 

the "space fence"—with the new Space Fence system, but has been waiting on the Pentagon's acquisition lead-

ership to decide whether there's the money, when weighing other acquisition priorities, to procure it. 

DARPA Announces Experimental Spaceplane Project 

DARPA is launching the Experimental Spaceplane, or XS-1, program to develop a 

fully reusable unmanned vehicle that provides routine aircraft-like access to space to 

launch small-sized satellites into low Earth orbit. The goal is to operate with a small 

ground crew at the launch sites with no need for expensive specialized infrastructure 

and with a one-day turnaround of the reusable vehicle, according to the agency's re-

lease. "XS-1 aims to help break the cycle of launches happening farther and farther 

apart and costing more and more," said Jess Sponable, the DARPA program manager heading XS-1. "It 

would also help further our progress toward practical hypersonic aircraft technologies and increase opportu-

nities to test new satellite technologies as well," he said. DARPA plans to meet with industry in early Octo-

ber to discuss ideas and technical proposals for XS-1. The agency said XS-1 developmental activities will 

complement the agency-sponsored work under the Airborne Launch Assist Space Access program. 

 

 

Weather Satellites Need Full, Stable Flow of Funding 

Weather satellites are an essential component of US weather monitoring and forecasting, so it is therefore 

critical that full funding is provided for the next-generation polar-orbiting and geostationary systems in de-

velopment to minimize gaps in coverage, states a newly issued Space Foundation white paper. "Program of-

fices should provide accurate and stable lifecycle cost estimates for weather satellite programs, and Congress 

should respond with full and stable funding for these programs," states the white paper. Mariel Borowitz, a 

Space Foundation research analyst, authored the work, which the organization released. The paper also urges 

the United States to seek increased cooperation with international partners on weather satellite programs as a 

means of reducing costs and increasing capabilities. It also recommends that the United States consider 

working with commercial weather satellite data providers to augment capabilities. (White paper text; caution, 

large-sized file.) (See also Risk Reduction for Future Weather Satellite.) 

GAO Calls for Through Evaluation of Funding Program 
The Air Force should systematically evaluate a pilot program that funds its civilian space acquisition work-

force from research and development accounts to determine if there's merit in applying this approach to more 

of its civilian employees, recommended Government Accountability Office auditors. Nearly 1800 civilians at 

the Space and Missile Systems Center in Los Angeles manage the acquisition of the service's space assets, 

and in 2012, the Air Force began the pilot program, which moved the funding for them from operation and 

maintenance coffers to the R&D accounts, according to the summary of GAO's new report. However, the Air 

Force did not define clear and consistent goals, and, as a result, "anecdotal opinions on the advantages or dis-

advantages of the pilot varied significantly," states the summary. Without a thorough evaluation, the Air 

Force cannot gauge if there's is an advantage to expanding this initiative, states the summary. 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8anmlyp/3j809
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8fi4vt9/3m419
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8fi4vt9/3m419
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8fi4vt9/3m42a
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8916xzq/3ji3p
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8916xzq/3ji4q
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8916xzq/3ji5r
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/87sizee/3iyei
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                                     Air Force News________________________ 
  
AFA has been doing a pretty good job about getting the word out concerning sequestration, 

the upcoming QDR, and what the AF leadership is talking about. Usually, we try to keep AF 

news to a minimum and concentrate on Chapter news if we have it, but because this is such 

a significant budget year, here are a few of the AFA news bites. Since AFA recently had its 

Air & Space Conference, it’s all very recent. 
 

 
 

The Trade-Off 
The Defense Department's Strategic Choices and Management Review concluded 
that the Pentagon could either "trade away size for high-end capability" or "trade 
away high-end capability for size," said Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel. Under the 
first approach, the Air Force would retire its "older" bombers, the Navy would re-
duce the number of carrier strike groups from 11 to "eight or nine," and the Army 

and Marine Corps would face significant reductions in end strength, Hagel told reporters during a Pen-
tagon briefing on the review's findings. At the same time, this option would "protect investments to 
counter anti-access and area-denial threats, such as the long-range-strike family of systems, subma-
rine cruise-missile upgrades, and the joint strike fighter," he said. Cyber would also remain a top prior-
ity under that path. "This strategic choice would result in a force that would be technologically domi-
nant," but much smaller and "able to go fewer places and do fewer things," said Hagel. Conversely, the 
second approach would sustain DoD's existing capacity for "regional power projection and presence 
by making more limited cuts to ground forces, ships, and aircraft," he said. However, it would force 
DoD to "cancel or curtail many modernization programs, slow the growth of cyber enhancements, and 
reduce special operations forces," he said. Hagel said the second option would essentially establish a 
"decade-long modernization holiday" at a time when many weapons systems are in dire need of up-
grade. (Hagel statement and Hagel-Winnefeld transcript) 

  
  

Make Cuts Smartly… 
A new report out from the Stimson Center, a nonpartisan think tank, recommends how DoD should 
cut the $50 billion per year required by current law. Their recommendations fall into three broad cat-
egories: 

$22.4 billion in management reforms, (including reforming military retirement and  health bene-
fits.) 

$21.4 billion in changes to force structure. 
$5.7 billion in reduced modernization costs. 

The authors, among them a former CSAF, two former vice chairmen of the joint chiefs and a former 
Navy chief, acknowledge none of these recommendations are easily accomplished, but address the 
difficult choices.  This report will undoubtedly contribute to the ongoing dialogue on how to deal with 
fiscal realities. Click here to view the report: 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/89n1s25/3jtcc
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/89n1s25/3jtdd
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8fjgz1y/3m45d


 

        3rd Quarter, 2013    
                                           AN INDEPENDENT NON-PROFIT AEROSPACE ORGANIZATION                                                    

P.O. Box 394 

      El Segundo, CA  90245     10 

Why Sequestration is Like Chemotherapy 
Don't expect the Quadrennial Defense Review to transform the Air Force, said Maj. Gen. 
Steven Kwast, the service's QDR director, during AFA's 2013 Air and Space Conference 
in National Harbor, Md. "It will be politically constrained. In 2014, there are election 
seats up for grab and there is a lot at stake," said Kwast. "The only way you take big, bold 

steps is if Congress is able to take risk with you, and there is not a huge appetite right now for that 
kind of risk," he said. However, it's important to pay attention to the debate. Then it's up to the Air 
Force to transform itself, said Kwast. "We have a lot more authority to do that than you think," he said. 
Kwast cautioned that the Air Force must be careful that it doesn't look back 40 years from now and 
realize it lost an opportunity to be "bold" and "brave." He compared today's fiscal reality to chemo-
therapy, saying "like chemo, it hurts. It kills some parts, but it heals patients." 

 

The Three C's 
Air Force Chief of Staff Mark Welsh said there are three keys to strengthening the Air Force 
team: common sense, communications, and caring. "We've got to make sure common sense 
is the first standard we apply," he said in his address to AFA's 2013 Air and Space Confer-
ence. Welsh said the service has "hundreds and hundreds" of Air Force instructions, "many 
of which haven't been rewritten in a long time." The world changes "real quickly in this 
business," he said. He acknowledged that the Air Force possesses many "frustrated" people 

operating on the front end, not understanding why they are asked to do what doesn't make sense to 
them. "If it doesn't make common sense, if it doesn't make the mission better . . . don't do it," he said. 
As for communications, specifically "corporate communications," Welsh said he was not doing a "good-
enough job" getting information out to airmen. It gets "stuck in stovepipes" or in publications not be-
ing viewed. Welsh emphasized the need to fix this issue because airmen "want answers." Finally, he 
said, "we have to care more" about fellow airmen. "The people we work beside are the greatest people 
on Earth," he said. 
 

Who You Gonna Call? 

Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh also said he is really tired of answering the question: Why do we need 

an Air Force? "You've got to be kidding me? We're still on that," he said during his speech at AFA's 

2013 Air and Space Conference. "Let's just shoot this one in the head," he said. Whenever a command-
er needs airpower, noted Welsh, he calls the Air Force. Welsh emphasized his point by showing a brief-

ing slide mapping out the number of personnel per service who do ”anything airpower-related." The 
Air Force, with 690,000, far surpassed the other services. The Navy came in second with 70,000, fol-
lowed by the Marine Corps at 39,000, and then the Army at 34,000. Welsh said what the other services 

do is just as important, but there is only one service that can do what the Air Force does. 

What to Expect from the QDR 

Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh said he hopes the Quadrennial Defense Review turns into a Defense Depart-

ment plan for 2023, much like one underway right now for the Air Force. It's important for the individual 

services to have the debates, but then DoD needs to fund the priorities and get going, said Welsh at AFA's 

2013 Air and Space Conference. Maj. Gen. Steven Kwast, the Air Force's QDR director, echoed that senti-

ment later in the day. However, Kwast said long-time followers of the QDR might be a disappointed this 

year. "It's going to be something a little unexpected," said Kwast. "In the past, it was deep and it covered 

every subject and was extensive. Then, it was turned into a nice glossy that was usually ignored by Con-

gress," he said. This year, though, with so much fiscal uncertainty, the review will be more focused. "We 

will not take a full year. The deep work will happen over the next few months," said Kwast, who said the 

plan is to deliver the QDR to Congress by February. 
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Concerns About Consolidations 
Combining air staff directorates that oversee ISR operations and warfighting integration 
may "refocus the attention" of an office that has traditionally provided broad support Air 
Force-wide, said Lt. Gen. Michael Basla, the Air Force's chief information officer and head 
of its warfighting integration office. Based on the Strategic Choices Management Review 
briefed to the public earlier this summer, Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh directed Air Force 

headquarters and major commands to review their organizational structures. Consolidation of offices remains 
on the table, Basla said. Basla has overall responsibility for networks and network-centric policies, communica-
tions, and information resources management. He noted that such a consolidation could transfer attention 
"from supporting all mission areas to specific areas," and added, "I have concerns about that." However, in a 
separate session, Basla emphasized, "There is significant value" in having the warfighting integration office and 
the CIO connected because his role as the CIO gives him the "authority" to deliver warfighting capabilities. 
 

Donley Inducted into Order of the Sword 
The Air Force's enlisted force inducted former Air Force Secretary Michael Donley into the Order of the Sword. 
CMSAF James Cody led the ceremony, which took place on Sept. 13 at JB Anacostia-Bolling, D.C. Donley, who 
retired in June, became the 9th person in Air Force history to enter the order at the service's headquarters lev-
el, states the service's release. "Every time I was with Secretary Donley, he wanted to talk about you," said Cody 
to the enlisted airmen gathered at the event. "He always had you—and all of our 690,000 airmen—on his mind. 
He truly cared about us," said Cody. The order is the highest honor that the enlisted force can bestow upon an 
individual. "I am sincerely touched and humbled to be placed in the company of the many great Air Force lead-
ers who have been honored to receive this award," said Donley. 
 

Budget Guesses 
Political conflict makes it very difficult to predict where defense budgets are headed, but Todd Harri-
son, senior budget fellow with the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, spots some 
trends. Based on the precedents set by past post-war drawdowns, Harrison said defense procure-
ment accounts could still see significant declines from their 2008 highs when the Defense Depart-
ment's massive mine-resistant, ambush-protected production program helped acquisition funding 
reach a recent peak. Research, development, test, and evaluation funding, however, may have al-
ready bottomed out, said Harrison. Unfortunately, the overall spending levels mandated by the Budget Control 
Act may actually represent a best case scenario in the outyears, he said. A $475 billion sequestration budget is 
still far above the $415 billion his models predict—based on the reductions after other wars. One of many prob-
lems for DoD to solve: personnel costs are continuing to rise even as Active Duty end strength declines to a post
-World War II low. 
  

Roll it All Together 

AFA Remains Tax-Exempt Organization  
It has come to our attention that AFA does not appear as an Exempt Organization on the IRS's Exempt Organ-

ization Master File, complicating attempts to donate. This issue is due to a system failure at the IRS, but rest 

assured, AFA remains an income tax-exempt entity under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

(IRC). For more information go to www.afa.org or contact Larry Dilworth at ldilworth@afa.org 

In testimony to the House Armed Services Committee, Air Force Programmer,  Lt. Gen. Michael Moeller, 
addressed the impact of uncertainty; "However, the totality of all the unknowns—FY13-18 baselines, 
continuing resolution transfer authorities, new start rules, quantity increases etc.—make all our plan-
ning efforts little more than an exercise in futility."  Check out the editorial in this month's Air Force 
Magazine on sequestration by Adam J. Hebert, Editor in Chief. (link) 
http://www.airforcemag.com/MagazineArchive/Pages/2013/September%202013/0913edit.aspx 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8ekkvpp/3ls42
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8ekkvpp/17odr
mailto:ldilworth@afa.org
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8dysx2m/3l4dn

