
Special Olympics Hawaii Newsletter: July 2021
Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to

this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help our
athletes!
Donate today!

What's Going On at Special Olympics Hawaii?
Athletes Score BIG at First Ever Oahu Return to Play Bocce Festival

Last month, we held our very first Oahu Return to Play
Bocce Festival and our first outdoor event at the new
Special Olympics Hawaii Sports and Wellness Center.
Many athletes from across Oahu enjoyed socializing for
the first time since the start of the pandemic, and
competed in singles and doubles games in beautiful
weather. 
 
The bocce festival was held in two sessions (a morning
session and afternoon session) to help practice social
distancing. And all of it was made possible because of
our wonderful volunteers! We would also like to share
our gratitude to the Pearl City Elks Lodge for sponsoring
snacks for our athletes and lunches for the volunteers as
well as to Shirley with the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands for managing event parking.

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity


The Guardian: Mahalo to the Officers of Honolulu Police Department

Mahalo to our amazing Guardians of the Flame from the
Honolulu Police Department for volunteering at our Tip A
Cop fundraising event that was held July 16-18. After 16
months of cancelled Torch Run fundraisers, volunteer off-
duty officers were ready to resume in-person fundraising
efforts for our athletes. Across Oahu, more than 120 of
Honolulu Police Department’s finest were out in full force --
dawning aprons and raising awareness and resources for
our athletes. All proceeds raised by these dedicated
officers will help get our athletes back out on the playing
fields for in-person sports training, competitions and
programs. 
 
Mahalo to Torri Ishida, from our Young Executive Board, for
spearheading this project, along with the following
restaurants for participating:
●      The Beach House by 604
●      The Counter (Kahala Mall)
●      Goma Tei (Ala Moana Shopping Center, Kahala Mall
and Pearlridge Shopping Center)
●      Buffalo Wild Wings (Ala Moana Shopping Center)
●      Lucky Strike (Ala Moana Shopping Center)
●      Olive Garden (Ala Moana Shopping Center)

 
We truly appreciate the support and dedication from everyone involved in this year’s Tip A Cop event. 

Sponsor Feature: Hawaiian Telcom Makes Waves at Paradise Plunge 

This month we want to recognize one of our amazing
sponsors, Hawaiian Telcom. Since 2017, Hawaiian
Telcom has been a sponsor of our Polar Plunge
fundraising events. And their support and commitment for
Special Olympics Hawaii extended even further during
the pandemic when we transitioned Polar Plunge into
Paradise Plunge. For our first-ever Paradise Plunge
event in 2020, Hawaiian Telcom served as a $5,000
Silver Medal sponsor. This year, their Paradise Plunge
Silver Medal sponsorship added to their overall support
of the event totaling $20,000 over the years, and
included 28 of their employees participating in the event. 
 
With the help of Hawaiian Telcom, as well as our
plungers and donors, we were able to raise more than
$37,200. Watch our Paradise Plunge 2021
participant video compilation here.
 

We’d like to extend a special mahalo to Executive Director of Architecture and Cloud Services and a
member of Special Olympics Hawaii's Board of Directors, and a former YEs Board Member, Marcus
Yano, for providing Hawaiian Telcom and its employees with an opportunity to make a difference in the
lives of Special Olympics Hawaii athletes. Marcus and his team were also instrumental in helping to set-
up the infrastructure for our computer network at our new Sports and Wellness Center. 

Welcome Jacie and Maikel to Our Special Olympics Hawaii Ohana!

Our Sports and Wellness Center isn’t the
only new addition at Special Olympics
Hawaii -- we are also excited to welcome
two new members to our Special Olympics
Hawaii ohana. 
 
Jacie Chun is the newest member of our
development team. She will serve as

https://youtu.be/pFxcriUscfI


Development Coordinator for the Law
Enforcement Torch Run and related LETR
fundraising events. Jacie will also work
closely with the development team on
other fundraising events and initiatives
throughout the year. Jacie’s previous
experiences have been in the
administrative and events fields in both the
private and non-profit sectors. Her personal
interests are in leading positive change,
which is in alignment with our mission and
will benefit the athletes and families we
serve.

Maikel Tsuji will serve as our new Director
of Sports. In this position he will offer
ongoing sport-specific and Special
Olympics training for coaches in all sports

offered by Special Olympics Hawaii. Maikel will also oversee sports management and communications for
all training and coaching. As a professional athlete and sports manager Maikel’s expertise will further
guide and elevate Special Olympics Hawaii work as we continue to expand and grow. 

A warm welcome to our newest team members, and we look forward to seeing how they will impact our
organization and programs.

It’s Time to Go Over The Edge

Registration is now open for the 12th Annual Over
the Edge on Saturday, November 6. Join us on the
rooftop of the Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort

and Spa and be one of only 96 participants who
will have the opportunity to go “over the edge.”

Register before September 3, and take advantage
of the early bird registration deposit of just $50. To

register, visit give.classy.org/sohiote2021. 

The Big Winner of Special Olympics Maui’s
Tee-riffic Event

Congratulations to Gabriel who won the grand
prize of a staycation to the Fairmont Kea Lani hotel

that included a poolside cabana and
complimentary breakfast for two at Kea Lani

restaurant. Last month, Special Olympics Maui
hosted their first-ever Helicopter Golf Ball Drop
fundraiser at The Dunes at Maui Lani to raise

funds for Special Olympics Maui athletes. Mahalo
to event sponsor Great Shot Golf, as well as

Windward Aviation, Inc, and all who participated at
the event. 

Sign Up for Our August 7 Blood Drive
 

Blood Bank of Hawaii is currently experiencing a
blood donation shortage and needs your kokua to

ensure a safe and adequate blood supply for
patients here in Hawaii. We will be hosting a blood
drive at our new Special Olympics Hawaii Sports

Mahalo for the Tips! 

http://give.classy.org/sohiote2021


and Wellness Center (91-610 Maunakapu Street,
Ewa Beach, HI 96709) on Saturday, August 7

from8 a.m. to 2 p.m. If you would like to schedule
an appointment, visit bit.ly/August7blooddrive. 

Thank you to all the restaurants, donors and off-
duty, volunteer law enforcement officers who made
our 30th Annual Tip a Cop event a success. This

month’s Tip A Cop event raised more than
$27,270 for our athletes. 

http://bit.ly/August7blooddrive

