
3/24/21, 10:44 AM

Page 1 of 5https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email

March 2021

Special Olympics Hawaii Newsletter: March 2021
Thank you for your continued support! Take a look to see what Special Olympics Hawaii has been up to

this past month.

Support Our Athletes

Share the love with our athletes

An easy way to support our athletes is by shopping
through smile.amazon.com. Be sure to shop with
Amazon Smile and select Special Olympics Hawaii as
your charity of choice. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to programs for our local athletes!

Got extra miles? Share your HawaiianMiles and help
our athletes!
Donate today!

What's going on at SOHI?
Don’t Miss Out: Sign Up for Our Cheer for Champions Dinner Today

https://support.specialolympics.org/a/hawaii?ms=IDMP_EMAIL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IDMP
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.hawaiianairlines.com/hawaiianmiles2/donate-miles-to-charity
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Join us and support our athletes during our Virtual
Cheer for Champions event on Friday, April 30 by
having dinner delivered to your home that evening!
Individuals who donate $200 or more will receive two
meals along with desserts and drinks from Duke’s
Waikiki and delivered by Elite Delivery to the address
of their choice between 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Dinner will
include an 8 oz. Prime Rib, four pieces of Coconut
Shrimp, Mashed Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetable
Medley. Guests who order our Dinner for Two special
will also be provided with more information on the
Virtual Cheer for Champions exclusive After Party
and how to purchase tickets — you’re not going to
want to miss it! Visit bit.ly/2021DinnerForTwo by April
9 to take part in this delicious way to support our
athletes.

 
The Virtual Cheer for Champions event will include a live broadcast, online auction, delicious meals,
musical entertainment and much more! The event is open to the public for those who want to watch the
live broadcast starting at 7 p.m., participate in the online auction and donate to Special Olympics Hawaii. 
 
To view the live broadcast on April 30 at 7 p.m. visit channel808.tv/2021cheer. The online auction will be
open to the public on Monday, April 26 at bit.ly/2021CheerAuction. Table sponsorships are also still
available. To learn more about this year’s Virtual Cheer for Champions event, please
visit www.sohawaii.org. 

Your Feedback is Important 

Please help us by participating in a brief survey so that we may better
understand what's important to you about our work and programs. Together we
can provide children and adults with intellectual disabilities opportunities to
develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy, and participate
in sharing gifts, skills and friendships. Take the survey here.

The Guardian: Congratulations Sgt. Jason Grouns!

Congratulations to our very own Law Enforcement
Torch Run Neighbor Island Liaison, Sgt. Jason Grouns.
Jason is the first recipient of the Hawaii Police
Department's Administrative Employee of the Year
Award in recognition of his exemplary service and
dedication to the Hawaii Police Department and the
county of Hawaii.
 
Jason has been with the Hawaii Police Department for
22 years and has been a Torch Runner for his entire
career. Although past assignments may have made it
difficult for him to volunteer in East Hawaii, Jason
always found a way to support our athletes and has
participated in at least the past 15 consecutive Torch

Runs. When asked why he chooses to be a Torch Runner, Jason simply replied “Because the athletes
are important to me and I’m capable. I’m in a position where I can make a difference, so why not!” 
 
We are so grateful for Jason’s dedication to Special Olympics Hawaii and his caring, compassionate and
humble spirit. Congratulations again!

http://bit.ly/2021DinnerForTwo
http://www.channel808.tv/2021cheer
http://bit.ly/2021CheerAuction
http://www.sohawaii.org/
https://solegacygiving.org/2021survey/?ref=enewssohi
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Unified Spotlight: Spreading Aloha and Inclusion in the 2021 Spread the
Word Campaign

This year’s Spread the Word Campaign looked a little different due to the pandemic. The very thing that
bonds us together — human interaction — seemed unattainable due to the loss of on-campus learning.
However, this year’s Spread the Word Campaign was stronger than ever. 
 
The Spread the Word Campaign is a year-round effort with an annual day of awareness held on the first
Wednesday of March. The campaign was built on the idea that inclusion is a skill each of us can learn
and practice together. Having listened to and reflected on the experiences of the grassroots leaders of
the Spread the Word campaign, it was now more important than ever to build connections through
inclusion. In light of this, the renewed focus of the Spread the Word campaign was announced as
“Inclusion on the Importance of Connection.” Though the tools we use to connect may change, our
shared need for connection does not.
 
We were so proud to see many Unified Champion Schools statewide participate in this year’s Spread the
Word Campaign in a variety of creative ways. Schools participated by engaging in inclusionary games,
giveaways, creating flyers, producing videos, doing book readings, and so much more to spread
messages of inclusion and why it’s important to them. 
 
Here are some notable mentions:
●       Farrington High School and Maui High School created videos that featured students, alumni, and
staff, and shared it with the rest of the community. Farrington High School’s special video of students
signing “A Thousand Years” by Christina Perri highlighted the importance of connecting as a community
in order to build inclusion for all. View the video here. 
●       Pahoa High School handed out flyers with information on inclusion during their lunch pick-up.
●       Daniel K. Inouye Elementary School created a mural called “Connecting” and their entire school
participated in contributing to it.
●       Hilo High School collaborated with their school’s Key Club and produced various media promoting
acceptance, respect and UNITY in an effort to instill these values within their fellow classmates. 
 
Even Hawaii’s Youth Activation Committee contributed to this year’s campaign by working together to
create a meaningful Hawaii Spread the Word design. After brainstorming words that describe what
inclusion and connection meant to them — including togetherness, joy, building and relationships — they
displayed Hawaiian translations alongside them. The new design was featured in all of our swag items
this year. Mahalo to the Hawaii Youth Activation Committee for this thoughtful and beautiful design!

Sponsor Feature: First Hawaiian Bank 

http://youtu.be/R46AEZsnvS8
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For nearly three decades, Special
Olympics Hawaii has been able to bank
on the loyal support of our friends at
First Hawaiian Bank. In 1998, the
company became the Title Sponsor of
our First Hawaiian Bank Troy Barboza
Law Enforcement Torch Run and later
joined the elite ranks of our very top
corporate sponsors in 2007 to become
a Mission Partner for our organization.
Their generous support helps Special
Olympics Hawaii provide year-round
services free of charge to our athletes
and families.
 
First Hawaiian Bank has continually
shown their commitment for Special
Olympics Hawaii — even during the pandemic — by becoming the presenting sponsor of the First
Hawaiian Bank Virtual Torch Run when we transitioned our Torch Run efforts online. They also increased
their support at last year’s Virtual Cheer for Champions event and became a Gold Medal sponsor and will
be joining us again this year as a Silver Medal sponsor. During their annual Kokua Mai employee giving
campaign, First Hawaiian Bank employees donated $40,458 to our organization.
 
“We are incredibly grateful to First Hawaiian Bank as they continue to invest in the physical and
emotional well-being of our athletes with intellectual disabilities,” says Special Olympics Hawaii’s Director
of Development, Tracey Bender. “The support we receive from their entire team is invaluable —
especially during this time when our athletes need it the most.”
 
A special mahalo to Senior Vice President and Regional Manager Commercial Banking Group and
Special Olympics Hawaii Board Member, Jeff Higashi, for being instrumental in Special Olympics
Hawaii’s efforts to receive PPP loans in order to keep our doors open so we can continue to serve our
athletes. Jeff’s guidance through the process was invaluable and we are extremely grateful for his help. 
 
Thank you again First Hawaiian Bank!

Spring Fitness Classic Dates

March 20, 2021
Neighbor Island Competition

March 27, 2021
Oahu Competition

April 23, 2021
State-wide Opening Ceremonies

& Dance

April 24, 2021

Save the Date: Paradise Plunge

Mark your calendars: Our second
Paradise Plunge returns with a

splash! Registration will begin on

A McUpdate on the
Virtual High Five Campaign

Happy Meals aren’t the only
things making us happy. We are

excited to announce that
McDonald’s of Hawaii will extend

a helping hand to support our
Virtual High Five Campaign.

From April 17 - 24, anyone who
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State-wide Competition

Congratulations to the neighbor
island athletes that participated in
last weekend's competition. We
can't wait to see the hard work

pay off for our Oahu athletes this
upcoming weekend!

May 10, 2021. For more details
on Paradise Plunge,

visit www.sohawaii.org. 

makes a $10 or more donation to
the Virtual High Five Campaign
will receive a "Be Our Guest"

card for a free 10-piece Chicken
McNuggets. Those who donate
will receive an email to submit

their mailing address and cards
will be mailed to you. Please

allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. The
cards can be redeemed at all 73
restaurant locations statewide.
Mahalo McDonald’s of Hawaii!
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