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From the Prez…..  
 

2021 kicked off with a virtual Annual Meeting via “Zoom”, the login 

hosted by Liz Gibson.  Alas, there was no Banquet but nineteen club 

members joined the meeting to visit with each other and listen to our 

excellent guest speaker, Dr. Naomi Rich, Veterinary Dermatology 

Resident at the Animal Skin and Allergy Clinic in Lynnwood, WA.  Both 

new Board members and new club members,  were announced at the 

meeting.  Thank you to all members who participated in the virtual 

election of the 2021 Board as well as those who attended the meeting.   

The Corona virus caused many challenges in 2020—cancelling two hunt 

tests as well as the club’s annual Ten Series and Fun Day.  The Snoqualmie 

Valley Retriever Grounds (where we hold our Hunt Test events) reside in 

King County which is currently in phase two of the “stay at home order”. 

This phase allows outdoor recreation events to place with some 

restrictions. 

Currently, we have commitments from our judges for the 2021 Spring 

Hunt Test and will be resuming our event, hosting two flights of the 

Master Stake as well as Senior and Junior Stakes. Two Master Flights, along 

with new AKC registration guidelines should accommodate both the 

amateur and junior handler entries.  Additionally, this year’s test will also 

be moved to May 22 and 23, a change from the Mother’s Day weekend 

from years past.  The event is now posted on Entry Express.  

Looking forward to a fun, productive year to showcase our lovely dogs 

and mingle with friends.  As always, we need volunteers to help with the 

May test. 

Stay tuned, 

       Betsy 

  Betsy Reali, RHRC President 
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Meet Betsy Reali—RHRC Club President 

 

RHRC Club President, Betsy Reali, has always 

been passionate about animals and has owned 

dogs all her life.  Here is her story—in her own 

words: 

 

“In the mid 90’s I purchased a chocolate Labrador 

Retriever, Kona, to accompany my Quarter Horse 

mare out on the trail. As it turns out, Kona had a 

natural prey drive and flushed and retrieved two 

pheasants on an afternoon walk out on the Cherry 

Valley grounds.  The next dog I purchased was 

specifically purchased for hunting and again I chose a chocolate Labrador 

Retriever, Mona.  Mona and I began training for both the AKC and HRC 

formats and with the help of books and weekend training groups, I titled Mona 

as a Senior Hunter. Presently I own a Master Hunter and have another younger 

dog in training with two legs of her Master Hunter title with a goal to compete 

at the Master National level. Training the dogs to enhance their natural abilities 

is both rewarding and enjoyable while providing an opportunity to meet a variety 

of interesting people and their dogs. 

 

As a club member I have served as Hunt Test Chair for several tests and have 

been a board member at large for the past three years helping behind the 

scenes.  As your new Club President, I 

will pursue to the club standards “to 

encourage and promote quality in 

purebred dogs and to do all possible to 

bring their natural qualities to 

perfection”.  I will also  safeguard that 

AKC rules and regulations are followed 

to ensure “to protect and advance the 

interests of the breeds by encouraging 

sportsmanlike competition at hunting 

retriever tests”.  

 

Betsy Reali 



Update on Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Training Grounds 
William Hart, owner of Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds (formerly called Pepper’s) would like trainers who 

use the grounds to adhere to the following opportunities and respect for the grounds: 

1.      Prepaid coupons are available: Instead of establishing a monthly fee for use of the property, Will has 

printed coupons you can purchase so you can prepay and just put the appropriate coupons in the box 

when training.  This way you can eliminate paying cash each time you go out to train.  A coupon book of 10 

coupons sells for $135.  If you wish to purchase the coupons, fill out an envelope, add your check and Will 

will mail you the 10 coupons. 

2.      Driving in wet fields is not allowed.  He has added parking areas at certain locations.  If these are full, 

please park with two wheels on the road.   

3.      During an event, judges can drive in the fields along with one set up truck.  Again, this is important 

when the fields are wet. 

4.      Steel shot only.  William has found expended shotgun shells from lead shot.  This is not acceptable, 

please use steel shot only. 

5.      For events.  He will hold  corresponding test dates for the following year for a club event but the club 

must reserve the space within two weeks after the current event is held.  Corresponding dates will not be  

automatically reserved.  William will try to call the club contact after the event to check but it is still the 

club’s responsibility. 

Note: Driving in wet fields causes ruts and they have been 

filling the ruts in order to smooth out the fields.  In 

William’s conversations with the farmer cutting the fields, 

the farmer services the fields that are smooth and easy to 

mow first and the difficult rutted fields last.  If we want the 

fields cut early in the season, he needs to improve the fields 

so the farmer will move this field to the top of the list. 
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RHRC May Hunt Test 

May 22/23, 2021 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds 

Master A, Master B, Senior, and Junior Stakes 
 At long last we are looking forward to holding our spring event.  We encourage you to volunteer to 

help us put on this event.  There will be plenty for you to do as we will be ensuring safety and health for all 

volunteers and participants.  We will be following all AKC Best Practices including all state and local 

guidelines, social distancing, mask wearing, and sanitizers.  Handlers are encouraged to bring their own 

handler’s gun if possible.  For additional information on the AKC guidelines we will be following, visit: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/15121939/FINAL-2ND-

EDITION-Retriever-Hunting-Tests-Suggested-Best-Practices.pdf 

 

Additional Information and to Volunteer contact:  Dianne Clark, Hunt Test Chair—

<dianneeclark@comcast.net> 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/15121939/FINAL-2ND-EDITION-Retriever-Hunting-Tests-Suggested-Best-Practices.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/15121939/FINAL-2ND-EDITION-Retriever-Hunting-Tests-Suggested-Best-Practices.pdf
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Jim Olson welcomed all to the meeting. Attendees 

were Jim and Cindy Olson, Liz Gibson, Jean Fowler, 

Katie Mearns, Betsy Reali, Dianne and Randy Clark, 

Terrie Sato, Bill Woll, Sharon Collins, Eric Marek, 

Christine Robertson, Lee Redd, Cat Martini-Rashid, 

Doug Gallucci, Kevin and Micheel Medved and Susan 

Bell.  

 

We had a guest speaker, Naomi Rich DVM a Resident 

in Animal Dermatology. Her topic was Seasonal and 

Food Allergies in Canines. This was a fascinating 

presentation on the types of allergies, what causes 

them and how they are treated. It was followed by a 

question-and-answer period which we all participated 

in.  

 

The next topic Jim put up was Reflections on the 

Club Activities of the past year, 2020.  

 

Susan Bell gave a short synopsis of the very successful 

AKC Advanced Judging Seminar the club put on at 

Jerry Leitch’s training grounds on March 7th and 8th. 

Joe Rheinhart and Kevin Bunnell were our AKC 

presenters. The seminar was indoor and outdoor. 

Our group especially appreciated the outdoor 

segments where we divided into groups and set up 

tests which were then critiqued by the AKC reps.  

We also ran dogs on the tests and judged them. It 

was a great and highly instructive two days.  

 
We also covered the Hunt test dates for 2021 as they 

are different than what we had in the past. This year, 

our tests will be on May 22nd and 23rd plus another on 

August 14th and 15th.  

 

We normally have awards at our annual meeting, but 

Jim Olson (outgoing President) decided to postpone 

them until 2022 when we can hopefully have this 

event in person with the exception of one award. He 

decided to give Jean Fowler the President’s award for 

her continued service to the group over the years.  

Jim gave a short thank you to this year’s officers. We 

had our elections by mail this year. The results were 

as follows: 

 

Betsy Reali - President 

Doug Gallucci - Vice President 

Jean Fowler - Secretary 

Sue Meyring - Treasurer 

At Large Members:  Susan Bell, Jim Olson, Bill Woll, 

Dianne Clark, Eric Marek and Cat Martini-Rashid.  

 

One board member from last year is not returning:  

Christine Evans.  Jim thanked her for her service.  

 

Other items covered were Dues for this coming year. 

Jean reported that almost all members had paid their 

dues and that we had two new members: Kevin and 

Michelle Medved.  

 

Bill Woll brought up that Will Hart (owner of the  

Snoqualmie Retriever Training Grounds) has now 

implemented a coupon book method of payment. Just 

put a note in the daily envelop with your email 

address and he will send you a book of 10 Coupons 

for $135.00.  
 

Our next meeting will be March 2, 2021 via Zoom. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Bell, RHRC Secretary 

RHRC Annual Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, January 30, 2020 

Zoom Meeting@6:30 PM 
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The Following Dogs and their Handlers were recognized at our Annual Awards Meeting: 

 

Titles Earned 

 Cat Martini-Rashid:  Brut titled Senior Hunter, Show Champion 

 Christine Robertson:  Keller – Master Hunter Upland Title  (First Toller to attain that title) 

                            Echo – Junior Hunter Upland Title 

 Terrie Sato:  Grouse Creeks The Natural BN SH (Hobbs) earned his Senior Hunter title (in   

   Oregon) and finished his Beginner Novice in January 2020 at the Western Washington  

   Cluster. 

 

Qualified for the 2020 Master Amateur Invitational 

 Island Acres Glorius Vintage MH/Susan Bell 

 Brassfire’s Its5oclocksomewhere MH/Chris Braswell 

 Justin Time Salty Margarita MH MNH/Dianne and Randy Clark 

 Rattlin Ridge’s Willin O Ranmar MH/Dianne and Randy Clark 

 Autumn’s Ruffcut Diamond at Fernhaven MH/Chuck and Jean Fowler 

 Obsidian Corinna Corinna MH/Bob and Katie Mearns 

 Topgun Have a Little Faith MH/Bill Woll  

 Kingsland Topgun Nellie Benelli MH MNH4/Bill Woll – (Crossed the Rainbow Bridge) 

 

Qualified for the 2021 Master Amateur Invitational 

 Brassfire’s Its5oclocksomewhere MH/Chris Braswell 

 Topgun Have a Little Faith MH/Bill Woll 

 

Qualified for the 2020 Master National 

 Brassfire’s Its5oclocksomewhere MH/Chris Braswell 

 Rattlin Ridge’s Willin O Ranmar MH/Dianne and Randy Clark 
 Justin Time Salty Margarita MH MNH/Dianne and Randy Clark 

 Autumn’s Ruffcut Diamond at Fernhaven MH/Chuck and Jean Fowler 

 Topgun Have a Little Faith MH/Bill Woll 

 Kingsland Topgun Nellie Benelli MH MNH4/Bill Woll – (Crossed the Rainbow Bridge) 
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RHRC Hosts Dr. Naomi Rich at the 2021 Annual Meeting 

 
Dr. Naomi Rich, Veterinary Dermatology Resident at the 

Animal Skin and Allergy Clinic in Lynnwood, WA gave an 

informative presentation on Seasonal and Food Allergies in 

Canines 

 

Dr Rich grew up in a household shared with a rabbit, a cat, 

birds, fish, lizards, a Brazilian tarantula, and a dog.  She received 

her education from Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon 

as well as her doctorate in Veterinary Medicine (Cum Laude) 

from the University of Wisconsin in Madison, Wisconsin.  

 

With a broad background gained from working on small animal and avian medicine, especially 

dermatology, pain management and preventive care, she provided a wealth of information on 

allergies in dogs.   

 

Hypersensitivity, in some form, is exhibited in 15% - 27% of dogs.  Interestingly, this is similar to what 

is shown in the human population.  Reactions can initially show up at any age and in any breed of dog.  

Most symptoms are manifested in the skin and most frequently first appear in young to middle aged 

dogs (1—4 years old). 

 

Studies have shown that approximately 50% of allergy is environmentally influenced and 50% is 

affected by an animal’s genetics.  The most common environmental cause is fleas while pollen, dust, 
mold, food and insect bites can also cause allergic reactions.  Atopic Dermatitis (known as eczema in 

people) is environmentally caused and usually initially presents in dogs 1—4 years old.  Food Allergies 

are usually presented in young dogs (less than 1 year old). 

 

When an animal comes to her clinic with symptoms of an allergy, a variety of tests are performed.  If 

it is a food allergy, a strict veterinary diet containing no known allergens is prescribed.  If a flea allergy 

is suspected, all fleas must be removed from the dog and the dog’s environment.  If further 

investigation is needed, the animal is given a series of skin pricks containing allergens to determine 

what the animal is allergic to.  This can include pollen, mold, dust mites and foods  Any reaction, such 

as a reddening of the skin in the area of the skin prick, will help isolate the specific cause of the 

allergy.  Subsequent treatment will depend on the results of this skin test. 

 

After her presentation, Dr. Rich responded to several questions posed from RHRC members at the 

meeting.  We were most grateful for her informative and timely presentation. 

 

 

 

Dr. Rich and Milo 



Page 7 RHRC News Volume 18,  Is sue 1 

The Holding Blind 

AKC Hunt Test Rule Change 

(1) Chapter 1. General Regulations (17th paragraph) 

 

A club will not be approved for a licensed or member test if 

the proposed date(s) coincides with an approved licensed or 

member test(s), and the distance between the events is 150 

miles or less. An exception may be made if a club receives 

clearance from the club(s) holding the established licensed or member test(s). 

 

The second change will allow clubs to set aside either 25% or 35% of the entries of a limited master hunter 

test for amateur handlers. The set aside amount chosen by the club, will apply to the total number of entries 

prior to worker set aside entries. Entries reserved for amateurs will open one day prior to the general 

opening. Any unused entries remaining after closing can be filled by any handler after the general opening. 

This change becomes effective for events approved by the AKC after April 1, 2021. Events 

receiving AKC approval prior to April 1, provided they have not yet started accepting entries, may 

implement the amateur set aside program, provided the host club reaches an agreement with their entry 

service provider (Entry Express will not be able to handle this change until April 1, 2021). The exact wording 

of this change is underlined and will appear in the next printing of the regulations as follows: 

 

(2) Chapter 1. Section 4. Entry Requirements (new 7th paragraph) 

 

Amateur Set Aside Entries. A club holding a limited entry Master Hunter test must set aside either 25% or 

35% of the Master entries for amateur handlers. The amateur set aside level of 25% or 35% is at the host 

club’s option and shall be provided at the time the event application is submitted to the AKC. This 

percentage applies to the total entries, prior to worker set aside entries.  

GUNS  UP—Master National News 
2021 Master National will be held in Valley County, Idaho—

September 30—October 10 
Visit http://masternational.org/mnrc-sets-new-requirements-for-2021-event/ 

to learn how to qualify for this event. 

In Memoria:  The Retriever Community mourns the passing of Former MNRC President, Bill Teague.  Bill passed 

away peacefully at his home in Texas on December 25, 2020.  He is remembered for his deep love for the sport 

of competing with his beloved Labrador retrievers.  Bill was instrumental in setting up the Master National 

Retriever Club Foundation.   



Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged 

companions to canine cancer and 

many are currently fighting this 

disease.  

 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with The National 

Canine Cancer Foundation (NCCF).  ChaseAway is a 

designated fund within the NCCF, a nationwide, 

contribution funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation 

dedicated to eliminating Cancer as a major health issue 

in dogs by funding grants directly to Cancer researchers 

who are working to save lives, find cures, better 

treatments and accurate, cost effective diagnostic 

methods in dealing with canine Cancer.  

To date we have raised $1,312,853.33   

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at 

www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To : Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 

POO Box 65456, Port Ludlow, WA  98365 

     You will receive a tax deductible donation card as 

your receipt. 

Did You Miss This??? 

 
 

 
 

 
Follow this link to a hilarious interview with the 

”CYNICAL HUNT TESTER”! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=OjEtM9Gnlqg&t=65s 
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Master Amateur Retriever Club News 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Invitational will be held in Corning, CA on  

April 18-25, 2021. All dogs that qualified for the 

2020 Invitational are automatically qualified for both 

the rescheduled 2020 Invitational and the 2021 

Invitational.  

 

The 2021 Invitational will take place in Emporia, VA, 

May 16-23, 2021. Dogs that qualify during the 2021 

qualifying period of March 1, 2020 to February 28, 

2021, are also qualified to enter both events. 

  

Passes at each event will count as two credits for 

the 2022 qualifying year. A dog that passes both 

the rescheduled 2020 Invitational and the 2021 

Invitational will have four credits toward the 2022 

Invitational.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjEtM9Gnlqg&t=65s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjEtM9Gnlqg&t=65s
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RHRC Board Meeting Minutes 

Sept 1, 2020 

 
Attendance:  Jim Olson, President; Susan Bell, Secretary; Doug Gallucci – Quorum was not attained. 

Zoom meeting—6:29—6:57 PM 

Notes from meeting: 

Guest Speaker:  Cindy Olson spoke about the future of hunt tests this year and next.  We may be able to 

hold our May 2021 test even if Covid is still around, by following the rules for Agricultural events.  Cindy will 

speak further about this possibility at our November meeting. 

Training Day in March 2021 may be a possibility. 

Adjourned at 6:57 PM 

 

Submitted by, Susan Bell, RHRC Secretary 

RHRC Board Meeting Minutes 

November 9, 2020—6 PM via Zoom 
 

 

I Call to Order by Jim Olson at 6:02 PM. 

Attendees were Jim, Doug Galucci, Patti Gallucci, Liz 

Gibson, Cat Martini-Rashad, Betsy Reali and Susan 

Bell 

II There were no revisions to the proposed 

agenda  

III Approval of prior meeting minutes – the minutes 

were published in the latest newsletter.  

IV Reports 

 A Treasurer's report:  Sue was not on the call 

so the report will given at the next meeting.  

 B Secretary's report:  Susan Bell brought up a 

donation request from the AKC. The board decided 

that they would prefer to give locally. Old Dog 

Haven was the unanimous vote by the Board.  

VI Old Business 

 A 2020 Training Day:  Maybe in 2021  

 B 2021 Judges Committee  We need one 

more Master judge for the May test. 

  1 Will we participate with PSLRA?  No 

  2 If not, who will be on the RHRC 

Committee? 

  3 Thoughts on how the selection process 

should be done.  Review previous discussions.                  

VII New Business - Future Events 

 A Christmas party – yes/no:  The board voted 

no due to Covid 

 B     Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet   We 

may want to do this virtually as a Zoom mtg. Liz may 

have some ideas from her company’s efforts this 

holiday season. 

 C Elections:  Betsy Reali agreed to coordinate. 

We need 2 non Board members.  

 D Budget:   We need to do this in Jan. Susan 

and Patti will assist Sue Meyring.  

 E Play day:  Will try for sometime in the 

spring, perhaps March? 

 F May hunt test change:  This is now the third 

weekend in May instead of on Mother’s day 

weekend.  

VIII New Members:   There was one during the 

summer, covered in Aug. Newsletter. 

IX      Additional news:  Betsy picked up our repaired 

holding blinds plus the additional camo fabric and 

they are now in the trailer. 

IX Next Meeting will be Dec. 1st at 6 PM 

X Adjournment  Susan motioned to adjourn and 

Doug seconded. The Meeting was adjourned at 6:39 

PM. 

 

Submitted by Susan Bell, RHRC Secretary  
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A Ray of Sunshine In Times of Need 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a community of support and love for anyone who is ill, 

who may have lost a beloved relative, pet, or is in need in any other way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or someone you know, could use a helping hand, phone call or other 

support.  You can reach Dianne at:  360-568-3368 (home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 

 

RHRC Board Meeting Minutes 
December 1, 2020—6 PM via Zoom 

 

I Jim called the meeting to Order at 6:17 PM. 

Attendees were Jim Olson, Doug Gallucci, Sue Meyring, 

Eric Marek and Susan Bell   

II There no revisions to the proposed agenda and 

minutes were approved unanimously. 

IV Reports 

 A Treasurer's report:  Sue reported that 

expenses in November were for 2 donations to Chasing 

Away Canine Cancer (Bart and Nellie) plus a check to 

the Sec. of State. Also we were refunded $500 from the 

motel we had planned for the Judges for the August 

test. This was less $20. There were also flowers sent in 

July.  The club balance is $5948.17 and the Tri Club 

balance is $734.45.  

             B Secretary's report:  Susan reported that 

the AKC has modified the number of Amateurs allowed 

to enter Hunt tests before the Pros do. This is 

percentage based on the number of entries set up for 

the test(s).  

VI Old Business 

A Status of May HT Judges:  Susan reported 

that we still need a Master Judge to Judge with Liz 

Gibson if we need a second set of judges.  

B        Annual meeting & awards banquet & 

Elections:   This is a problem due to Covid 19. 

 

 

 

 

The board discussed doing it as a Zoom 

meeting. More information will follow as plans progress. 

We think we will move the auction to the May Hunt 

test.  Perhaps we will offer a winger.   

VII  New Business - Future Events:  Move to next 

meeting.  

 A Events for 2021:  Susan Bell will check with the 

AKC and report back on the new rules and how to 

handle Junior Handlers.  

 B AKC rule change re: 150 miles & amateur code 

%  Susan will check with AKC. 

VIII New Members    none.  

IX         Good of the order:  Sue Meyring proposed 

getting 2 new Pop Ups as our old ones are            

deteriorating. She has rainchecks for $59 that would 

help defray expenses. Motion to approve by Betsy and 

then seconded by Susan. All voted “Aye”.  

             Betsy is working on the Election slate.  

IX Next Meeting   Jan. 5 at 6:30PM 

X Adjournment  Motion to adjourn by Doug, 

seconded by Sue. Vote was unanimous.  

 

Submitted by Susan Bell, Secretary 
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February is Love Your Dog Month  

Take a few minutes on the 14th of each month to Do A Check 

to Chase Away K9 Cancer.  Early detection may affect 

prognosis and treatment!   



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 
 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 
dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 
to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 
interests of the breeds by 
encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 
 C—To conduct licensed hunting 
retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 
associations or clubs that may 
sponsor these tests. 

 
Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email:fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter  

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

We give dogs time we can spare, space we can spare and love 

we can spare.  And in return, dogs give us their all. 

It’s the best deal man has ever made.” 

- M. Facklam 
 

Photo by Marilyn Dalheim 


