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From the Prez…..  
 

     RHRC events are over until next the 2020 season This year we had 2 

hunt tests , one 10 series and a judges seminar.  It's now time to sit back 

and review the last 12 months.  What was a success and what was not.  

 

     Clearly we had some very unhappy members when our master hunt 

tests filled so quickly that some members could not get entered.  A judges 

committee has been formed to try to get judges now so we can have a 

limited 120 master vs limited 60 master next year.  To go back to a 

double master, we are going to need more volunteers and paid help.  We 

will be looking to all of you to make suggestions for locating "kid" help as 

we have had a difficult time this year.  Somehow they grow up and have 

better things to do with their time. 

 

     Our annual meeting, which includes our awards ceremony and 

elections,  is coming up early next year.  We will be forming a committee 

to put on this event.  Please contact an RHRC board member if you are 

interested in participating on the committee. 

 

     Coming up in March or April we plan to have a 2-day Advanced Judges 

Seminar.  We currently plan to hold this event at Jerry's place in Monroe.  

In addition we plan for the 2020 season to include two hunt tests (with 

double masters) and the 10 series as usual.  More to come on this.   

 

     In the meantime, good luck to all going to the MNRC, going hunting or 

just relaxing after a busy 2019 season. 
 

 Jim 

Jim Olson, RHRC President 
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DATE CHANGE 

 

Just a little advance notice that we 

have successfully moved the date of our May Hunt 

Test from Mother’s Day Weekend to the 

THIRD WEEKEND IN MAY 

 

When you get your 2020 Calendar, mark 

May 16 and 17 for the RHRC Spring HRT. 

 

Hopefully this change will increase our volunteer 

and worker options. 

Cherry Valley Update 

As of September 1, all gates are closed and 

locked.  15 acres are available for dog training 

(just off the South Parking lot by the street) as 

well as the safety zones.  The North gate will 

reopen on Feb 1, 2020. 
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RHRC  Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday,  August 6, 2019 
This month the meeting was held at the Tutta Bella 

Pizzeria, Issaquah, WA 

 

Attendance:  Jim Olson, Doug/Patti Gallucci, Cat Martini-
Rashid, Sue Meyring, Eric Mareck, Liz Gibson, Betsy Reali 

Not present:  Susan Bell, Misalyn Armstrong 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President 
Jim Olson. 

 

 A general discussion took place about possibly 
replacing Master Stake Judge Susan Bell due to a foot 

injury for the Rainer weekend test.  A handful of 

names were suggested as back up judges as a 
contingency plan. 

 
 The minutes were read and approved based on 

the newsletter that Jean Fowler published and sent 
out. 

 

 Sue Meyring provided a Treasurer report: 
Checking balances $5,152, savings account balance 

$687.85 going into the test weekend. The required 
Secretary of State report has been mailed.  The filing 

is good until August 2020. 
 

 Jim Olson reminded the board that no re-bar is 

allowed on Jerry’s Letch’s Monore property effective 
September 1, 2019.  Re-bar is not allowed at 

Snoqualmie Valley Retrievers Grounds as well. A 
replacement strategy is a club priority for existing 

holding blinds requiring re-bar. Jim will explore other 

options to modify existing equipment. New stake 
poles are an option. 

 
Weekend Hunt Test Updates: 

 Sue Meyring and her mother are preparing 
lunches for all Hunt Test Volunteers and Staff for the 

coming weekend. 

 
 The Judges dinner will be provided by Diane & 

Randy Clark.  Other members will be bringing 
additional items to add to the Friday night meal. 

 Liz Skyllingstad. has arranged for dumpster and 

port-potties for the weekend test, which have been 
delivered. 

 
 Jim Olson has inventoried available shotgun 

ammunition.  We have ample for the weekend test. 
After the test we will re-evaluate storage and/or 

need. 

 
 Jean Fowler has created magnetic strips for the 

weekend running order for dogs and their handlers. 
 

 A motion was made by Jim Olson to allow for a 

Hunt Test participant to sponsor banner at the Hunt 
Test to promote the business the needed volunteer 

support for future tests. All in favor, aye, motion 
passed unanimously.  

 
 Susan Bell requested that discussion of Hunt Test 

Chair responsibilities be moved to next meeting. 

 
 Banquet Committee discussion moved to next 

meeting in October. 
 

 May HRT Test Dates:  Report will be made at 
next meeting. 

 

 New Communication Forum:  Cat Martini-Rashid 
and Doug Gallucci suggested a group site called, 

“Slack”. Doug Gallucci will send out a meeting invite 

in the coming days for board members to join and 

test out. 

 
 The meeting location was a bit loud; the Issaquah 

Library was suggested for the next meeting location. 
 

Meeting adjourned about 7:55 pm 
 

Notes prepared by: Betsy Reali 
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 A year ago, 

on opening day 

of the waterfowl 

season in Illinois, my ego was bruised when my pride-and-joy 
retriever became the focal point of a verbal jab. What 

followed provided a wake-up call. 
 

 Half a dozen guys were standing on a private duck club 

deck, drinking coffee and wondering out loud what the 
morning would bring in terms of birds. A 20-something duck 

hunter to my left looked quizzically as three dogs on the 

ground below took turns sniffing each other. 
 

 "Whose fat Lab?" he queried.  
 

 I turned slowly to face the speaker. "First, she's a 

Chessie. And she's mine." 

 
 "Oh. Well, we've got an old Lab about that big and we 

retired her," he replied. Some youths can be so endearing. 

 

 I looked down at Kayla, my Chesapeake Bay retriever, 
and sure enough, she all but dwarfed both the young and 

feisty black Lab pup and the much older and mellower 

yellow Lab who were doing their best to try her patience. 

She did indeed look big. Maybe too big. 

 
 We stayed and hunted a couple of days and Kayla 

appeared to be fine-both physically and socially. There were 

no issues. A week later, however, she developed a limp, 

which led to a visit to our veterinarian. "You've got to knock 

some weight off her," the veterinarian said. "She's gotten too 
heavy. She may have done her job on your hunt, but it's 

going to take a while for that soreness to go away. Her 

weight's causing too much stress on her joints." 

 
 So there it was. Kayla was out of shape. I had not 

prepared her well enough in advance for the rigors 

that waterfowl hunting regularly entails. I knew better, but 

did not address the fact that retrievers are athletes. And just 

like the athletes who play football on weekend afternoons, 
she needed preseason training to prepare for the 

physical demands she was bound to face. 

 
 

 With the opening of waterfowl season just around the 

corner, do not forget to make time for preseason 

conditioning. Dogs will not exercise themselves into shape. 

It's up to you, the owner, to put together some sort of 
training schedule that will help ensure peak performance-and 

perhaps lessen the possibility of injury due to fatigue or 

stress. 

 
 You don't have to run your dog for hours every evening 

after work. But you do have to get the dog out and get it 

moving. Early morning and evening may provide the 

most comfortable times of day. Try to avoid exercising in 

extreme heat. 
 

 Start slowly, whether walking the dog or allowing it to 

swim. Increase the exercise time and distance at a 

reasonable rate over a period of weeks. Long walks are 
great, but rather than setting out on a roadway or sidewalk, 

look for a grassy area. Hard surfaces can be tough on a dog's 

joints. And rough surfaces can be abrasive on your 

retriever's foot pads. Check the pads for cuts and bruises, 

both of which can result in pain. 
 

 Swimming provides a number of upsides and a good 

starting point. In addition to promoting fitness, swimming 

also allows you the opportunity to sharpen your dog's 

retrieving and handling skills. But be careful not to push the 
dog's physical limits at the start, or overdo it during any one 

outing. Keep in mind, too, that several short (15- to 30-

minute) sessions are better than two-hour workouts. 

 
 Feeding is another primary consideration. Kayla's weight 

issue, caused in part by overeating, was not of her doing. 

When she sees me or a family member with a cookie or 

cracker or anything else that appears edible, she figures that 

some of it must be hers. Cut out the extra treats. They are 
empty calories and do nothing for the dog's physical well-

being. 

 

 The message here is that you cannot take your dog's 
conditioning for granted. Its performance this season will 

depend on the amount of off-season training and 

conditioning you've provided. You still have time to get your 

dog prepared, but a long walk the day before the opener is 

simply not going to cut it.  

THE HOLDING BLIND 
Pre-Season Retriever Conditioning Tips 

It’s up to you to get your retriever into shape 
Excerpted from Ducks Unlimited 2019....Article by Gary Koehler 

http://www.waterfowl360.com/
http://www.waterfowl360.com/
http://www.ducks.org/illinois
http://www.waterfowl360.com/
http://www.ducks.org/hunting
http://www.ducks.org/hunting/retriever-training
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 So—another testing season is winding down.  

August was a busy month with two local tests (RHRC 

and PSRLA) as well as several out of town events.  

The Rainier test, held on August 10 and 11 had 

beautiful weather for the event at the Snoqualmie 

Valley Retriever Grounds that were well prepared by 

Will Hart.    

 Junior and Senior Stakes were judged by Misalyn 

Armstrong and Darlene Pado.  27 Senior Dogs 

started on Sunday and 17 qualified.  24 Junior dogs 

started on Saturday and 17 qualified. 

 The Master stake was limited to 60 entries and 

after scratches, 54 dogs actually began the tests on 

Saturday morning.  Because of the limited entry 

number, several RHRC members were not able to 

enter or run their dogs in the tests.  In order to 

alleviate this bottleneck—RHRC will offer a double 

master (limited 120 dogs) next spring.   

 Master judges Liz Gibson and Susan Bell had to 

overcome some 

challenging time 

management issues on 

Sunday.  The third 

series lasted late into 

the afternoon.  31 

qualifying ribbons were 

handed out as darkness 

crept over the grounds.  

By the time the trailer 

was packed up by stalwart club members, it was dark. 

 The Puget Sound  hunting test was held on new 

grounds this year:  Jerry’s Place in Monroe and 

Cherry Valley.  Having new and different grounds 

provided interesting opportunities to test our 

retrievers.  We look forward to using these locations 

more in the future.  Thanks to everyone who helped 

get the CV grounds ready and secure them for the 

tests, especially Cindy/Jim Olson and Barbara Hawley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thanks to all the volunteers and workers who 

helped make our Fall event successful.  Be seeing you 

in the spring. 

August Hunting Retriever Test Wrap-Up 

Here we have PSLRA 

Master Judges, Mike 

Collson and Mike 

Jepson judging at 

Cherry Valley.  They 

planned their matching 

outfits!  NOT! 

Dianne Clark, 

with her broken 

foot, running Rita 

in the third 

RHRC master 

series.   
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Keller had a busy August: 

 He was entered in six conformation shows in 
Calgary and won four to earn his Canadian 

championship the first weekend. 
 The second and fourth weekends he ran in 

RHRC and PSLRA hunt tests earning his first senior 
leg at RHRC 

 The third weekend, he ran in an agility trial at 

the Olympic Kennel club picking up another 
Excellent Jumpers leg 

 Over Labor Day weekend he ran in three 
upland (spaniel)) tests, passing the first two at the 

senior level to earn his Senior Hunter Upland title 

(the first Toller to earn this title); on Labor Day, he 
ran at the master level and earned his first Master 

Hunter Upland leg (the first Toller to earn a MHU 
leg) 

 Now he's back home being a beloved 
family pet. 

Submitted by Christine Robertson 

Corinne Mearns earned her Master Hunter Title 

and qualified for the 2020 Master Amateur at the 

PSLRA HRT.  Congratulations! 

From Susan Bell:  The Bell Vernon Kennel 

Association Agility ACT trial at Fun For Paws, 

Saturday (Sept 14) was lots of fun. Sally and Jeffy 

both were entered. They both finished both runs 

but Sally timed out ( due to her being skeptical at 

a new arena on the first run. She settled down 

and her second run 

was fine). The 

surprise dog was 

Jeffy. He got so 

excited, was thrilled 

to meet and greet 

the other dogs and 

tried to open the 

gate to the arena. He qualified on both runs and 

he got the New Title ribbon!!!! lots of fun  

 

Congratulations to RHRC members 

and their dogs for Qualifying to run 

in the 2019 Master National. 

The event will be held on 

October 19—27 in Cheraw, South Carolina. 

 

Susan Bell—Gamay 

Chris Braswell—Tipsy 

Dianne and Randy Clark—Alice and Rita 

Jean Fowler—Lucy 

Barbara Hawley—Cane and Sabre 

Katie Quarles—Bree, Kitty, and River 

Bill Woll—Faith and Nellie 
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Joe Kevin 

Check out the RHRC website.  It has been updated.  You will find past newsletter issues as well as 

minutes of previous board meetings and information on upcoming events.  If you have a photo you would 

be willing to have on our website, please send to Jean — fernhaven@comcast.net 

www.rainierhrc.com 

 

A Ray of Sunshine 

In Times of Need 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a 

community of support and love for anyone 

who is ill, who may have lost a beloved 

relative, pet, or is in need in any other 

way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or 

someone you know, could use a helping 

hand, phone call or other support.  You 

can reach Dianne at:  360-568-3368 

(home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 

It’s a 10!!! 

Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged 

companions to canine cancer and many are 

currently fighting this disease.  
 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with 

The National Canine Cancer Foundation 

(NCCF).  ChaseAway is a designated fund within the NCCF, a 

nationwide, contribution funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation 

dedicated to eliminating Cancer as a major health issue in dogs by 

funding grants directly to Cancer researchers who are working to save 

lives, find cures, better treatments and accurate, cost effective 

diagnostic methods in dealing with canine Cancer.  

To date we have raised $1,312,853.33   

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at 

www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To : Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 56425 

Woods Court Warren, Oregon 97053 

 

 



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 

 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 

dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 

to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 

interests of the breeds by 

encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 

 C—To conduct licensed hunting 

retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 

associations or clubs that may 

sponsor these tests. 

 

Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email:fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter 

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

“Everything is inspiration.  If you look at the world as the 

incredible place it is, then each moment is a feast.” 

           ~~ J.D. Means 

“Bree”—Thanks to Dianne Clark for the Photo 


