


FILM OVERVIEW
Wolfwalkers

PG | 103 min / Animation, Adventure, Family / November 13, 2020

An Apple Original Film / Cartoon Saloon / Mélusine Productions  

A young apprentice hunter and her father journey to Ireland to help wipe out the last wolf 
pack. But everything changes when she befriends a free-spirited girl from a mysterious tribe 

rumored to transform into wolves by night.

Voice Actors:
Honor Kneafsey- Robyn Goodfellowe (voice)
Eva Whittaker- Mebh Óg MacTíre (voice)
Sean Bean- Bill (voice)
Simon McBurney- Lord Protector (voice)
Tommy Tiernan- Seán Óg (voice)
Maria Doyle Kennedy- Mebh's Mother, Moll MacTíre (voice)
Jon Kenny- Stringy Woodcutter, Ned (voice)
John Morton- Stumpy Woodcutter (voice)
Nora Twomey- Head Housekeeper, Bridget (voice)

Directed by: 
Tomm Moore 
Ross Stewart

Screenplay by: 
Will Collins

Story by:
Tomm Moore
Ross Stewart

Story & Script Consultant:
Jericca Cleland 



THE MAKING OF 
WOLFWALKERS



BRINGING WOLFWALKERS TO THE 
SCREEN

The idea for Tomm Moore and Ross Stewart’s “Wolfwalker” came together largely 
over a lunchtime conversation. Moore, who directs and produces the animated 
film, and Stewart, who also directs, discussed their co-directing process and the 
outside influences that shaped their storyline during a collaborative event by 
Variety and Apple TV Plus. “We set the movie in Kilkenny, where we both grew up, 
and the folklore from around Kilkenny about Wolves of Ossory — like the wolf 
people of this area,” he said.

 “We both wanted to speak to what would it be like if someone who was hunting an 
animal ended up becoming that animal, they were being hunted.” Combining their 
interests and stories from their childhood homes, the directors landed on a 
storyline about a young girl who sets out to help her father eliminate the last wolf 
tribe. Befriending a girl from another tribe, she learns of people with powers to 
transform into wolves. But production for the film extended multiple years, and as 
time passed, the directors found their film becoming increasingly relevant. With 
fires raging across multiple countries this year, the message of environmental 
protection took on more meaning.



“I wouldn’t say tropes, but (the inspirations are) things that have been tackled in 
stories in older times. But I think we just got little bits from here, little bits from 
there,” Stewart said. “I’m so glad we picked things that we were passionate about 
because it took us several years to make it. Really, if you’re not passionate about 
it, you’ll get bored doing it.” (Variety)



INTERVIEW WITH CO-WRITER & 
DIRECTORS TOMM MOORE & ROSS 

STEWART

How did you decide that the leads would be two young girls?
Moore: "Robyn was a little boy in the first drafts, and it wasn't really working and it 
didn't click together until we realized that she needed to be a girl, because the 
world was going to create all this natural tension and she's going to have 
something to push up against. When she met Mebh, who was from that kind of 
matriarchal pagan society, she was going to see a mirror of somebody -- a young 
woman -- who was allowed to live instinctually, where she was being told to keep it 
all repressed and to just stay down, keep her head down, work, follow orders and 
not break the rules. So it all made much more sense when they were two girls, 
when Robyn was the mirror of Mebh gender-wise as well."

Stewart: "Yeah, they're two girls from such contrasting societies, and Robyn 
would have been told by her society that Mebh was the enemy and also that 
wolves were the enemy. So the fact that Robyn is able to suddenly meet Mebh 
and meet the wolves and go into the wolf den and realize that, actually, they're not 
bad! The wolves are actually friendly pack animals, and Mebh is my friend now -- 
that they're able to reach across the divide. So we really wanted to speak to that 
polarization of society and the fact that people are being told that a certain bunch 



of people are the enemy and especially autocratic leaders are using that fear to 
control their little cult members. So we wanted to show that these two characters, 
these two girls are so different in society but so similar that they can become 
friends and can actually have a life together. So, yeah, the matriarchal society that 
Tomm was talking about too, like that there were a healer women and wise 
women, but there were also strong queens of the time. Even when Queen 
Elizabeth was in control in England, Gráinne Mhaol, which was a pirate Queen of 
the West Coast, went over and met her and bartered with her -- like this 
supposedly savage pirate queen came in and met Queen Elizabeth as an equal. 
So Ireland at the time was a place where there wasn't this suppression of women, 
whereas with the whole puritanical movement, there really was a suppression of 
women in that society. So there's a natural conflict for the story in that place."

What do you hope viewers take away from this film?
Stewart: "Personally, I think, from what we were talking about the polarization of 
society, the fact that, in this day and age, when there's climate change and the 
whole planet has been assailed from every direction and we've only got a finite 
amount of time, really, all of humanity has to come together, even people that 
you're told is your enemy. We all have to come together to figure out how to help 
save this world that we live in. It's the only one we have. I think that's one of the 
stronger messages." (cbr.com)



With “Wolfwalkers,” Cartoon Saloon has achieved a hand-animated tour de force 
in completing its Irish folklore trilogy, led by Oscar-nominated director Tomm 
Moore (“Song of the Sea,” “The Secret of Kells”) and art director-turned director 
Ross Stewart. The mystical adventure about two young girls saving the hunted 
wolf population of Kilkenny (home of Cartoon Saloon) in the mid-17th century 
offers a compelling story about female empowerment and animal rights, told with 
a bold visual aesthetic...“Wolves are important to Irish folklore,” Moore said. “They 
are associated with the countryside and with human transformation. As 
teenagers, both Scott and I were familiar with a story of the wolf people of 
Ossory. We borrowed [some of that mythology] but took our own artistic license. 
The wolf was seen as a person and a partner, an apex predator, rather than a 
monster, that we had to fight against, and that was really inspiring to us.”

 “And, when we were doing the research, we came across so many old myths 
involving wolves, and in most of them, the wolves were seen as these wise 
creatures, that if you were fair to them, they would help you back,” added Stewart. 
In “Wolfwalkers,” a young English apprentice hunter, Robyn Goodfellowe, helps 
her father (voiced by Sean Bean) to wipe out the last wolf pack. However, 
exploring the forbidden woods outside the Puritan town, Robyn befriends a free-
spirited girl, Mebh, a member of a mysterious tribe rumored to have the ability to 
transform into wolves by night. As they search for Mebh’s missing mother, Robyn 
uncovers a secret that draws her further into the enchanted world of the 
Wolfwalkers.

ON THE ANIMATION AND MAKING OF 
WOLFWALKERS



Moore had great ambitions and twice the budget on “Wolfwalkers,” and he 
entrusted more responsibility to Stewart after his enormous visual contributions to 
“Song of the Sea” and “The Secret of Kells.” This was important in designing the 
two contrasting worlds of the town (rigid line work) and forest (warm curves), 
which carried over into the character designs as well. Whereas Robyn, Mebh, and 
the wolves are drawn as round and loose, Robyn’s father and the rest of the 
townspeople are more solid and square. “It made sense for the Puritan world to 
be based on the artwork that they were creating at that time, which was printed 
texts with art illustration and they were done in wood cuts a lot of the time,” Moore 
said. “And it was very rough because wood cuts generally have this aggressive 
line: very sharp and very angular marking with big, solid colors underneath. And 
sometimes they’d be offset from the mark making.”

And against that, for the forest, they wanted a freer look that wasn’t as controlled. 
It made sense to sketch in pencil the wild land of the Wolfwalkers with loose, 
energetic curves. “And even in the compositions, they would flow into the scene 
and flow out, not so angular and blocked off,” added Moore. “It wouldn’t be like a 
cage, which the town was for Robyn. And then, even in the coloring, it made 
sense for [the forest] to be loose watercolor painting and very organic.” Stewart 
also wanted the forest to reflect the authenticity of Ireland, with the orange of the 
oak trees weaving into the lush, green vegetation deeper inside. “The forest has 
to embody that wild energy that the wolves have,” he said. “It’s more rounded and 
softer in shapes versus the town, which was hard, woodblock geometry. We also 
did a lot of art direction notes for final line and color background scenes, like 
squaring off the compositions if you’re in the town or having flowing, curved lines if 
you’re in the forest.”



The boldest decision of all was creating the POV of the Wolfwalkers (wolfvision) 
in collaboration with Irish animator and director Eimhin McNamara. Wolfwalkers 
are people that possess a spiritual connection with the wolves and roam among 
them at night as avatars. And wolfvision, according to Moore, was “an attempt to 
show how the world appears to wolves, with a limited palette but heightened 
colors and expressive styles for scents and sounds. This final style uses a much 
more three-dimensional camera than our previous projects.” (IndieWire)



World music band Kíla also described the immersive experience of creating the 
sound for Wolfwalkers. "This is our third outing with Bruno Coulais and Cartoon 
Saloon and it has become a hooking up with old friends to be honest," Kíla tell Hot 
Press. "We all get sent animatics of the film, (animated storyboards) and it's a little 
bit like a race as to who gets the juicy parts!" "We all try out ideas to grab the 
atmosphere of a scene and throw them back to Cartoon Saloon/ Bruno and see 
which shit sticks to the wall," Kíla add. "We have to accept that much wont make it 
but that's part of the process. Some of us met with Bruno and the Salooners in 
Kilkenny and discussed direction and feel. At this stage Bruno has a sketch of the 
score in demo form and we have our selection of pieces and it's here where we 
feel out what works best. Bruno is in charge of the overall score that will eventually 
get played by orchestra. After, some of us flew out to Bruno in Paris to meet about 
direction then later in the year we all went to a large studio, where we record 
alongside the score with percussion and whatever else suits."

Often defined as contemporary Irish World music, Kíla fuse the effects of their own 
melodies and Irish (Gaeilge) lyrics, Irish folk instruments such as whistles, fiddles, 
Uilleann pipes, bones and bodhrán with djembe, congas, drums, mandolins, brass 
and acoustic/electric/ bass guitars. Kíla's eight members come from the differing 
musical backgrounds of traditional, classical and rock. With a myriad of members, 
the band's collaboration with the Cartoon Saloon team and Bruno Coulais must 
have entailed a lot of workers in the room. "There's many cooks involved and 
sometimes a piece that you've worked on doesn't get used but again that's part of 
the process!" the band continue.

ON THE MUSIC



"It's an honour and pleasure to work and share with these incredibly talented 
people and hopefully we look forward to the next one! add We have to accept 
that much wont make it but that's part of the process. Some of us met with Bruno 
and the Salooners in Kilkenny and discussed direction and feel. At this stage 
Bruno has a sketch of the score in demo form and we have our selection of 
pieces and it's here where we feel out what works best. (Bruno is in charge of the 
overall score that will eventually get played by orchestra). After, some of us flew 
out to Bruno in Paris to meet about direction then later in the year we all went to 
a large studio, where we record alongside the score with percussion and 
whatever else suits." "Working with the best brings out the best in yourself," Kíla 
mention. "It's great for us to be involved with these professionals - it brings up our 
game."

Hot Press also spoke to Tomm Moore and Ross Stewart earlier this month about 
their collaboration with Norwegian artist Aurora for the soundtrack alongside 
Bruno Coulais and Kíla. “We reached out to her in the very early days,” Tomm 
recalled. “We thought that ‘Running With The Wolves’ would be interesting to 
adapt for the film, but we knew the original recording of it was a bit too pop, and 
too electronic. We wanted it to fit in with the soundscape, and she was up for 
that. So she worked with Kíla and Bruno Coulais to adapt her song, to bring in 
the orchestra and the Irish traditional instruments. She even tweaked some of the 
words, so it would fit the movie more.” “We’re big fans,” he beams. “She’s away 
with the fairies! There’s a good chance that she herself is a fairy, too.” (



THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

Archaeologists think the first people to settle in Ireland arrived around 6000 B.C. 
By 3500 B.C., settlers were using stone tools to clear farmlands. Around 700 B.C., 
a diverse and technologically advanced culture from central Europe called the 
Celts began to settle the island. They would thrive there for nearly 2,000 years. In 
the ninth century A.D., Viking invaders began raids into Ireland. They established 
settlements that later became some of the country's main cities, including the 
capital, Dublin. The Vikings and Celts fought often for 200 years until a battle in 
1014 united the country. Peace broke down quickly though, and Ireland was 
divided into many kingdoms.

In 1170, Norman Vikings who had taken control of England invaded Ireland and 
made it an English territory. In the early 1600s, England's official religion became 
Protestant while most Irish remained Roman Catholic. This would create tensions 
that would eventually lead to revolution and Ireland's independence.



By the 1820s, British laws unfair to Catholics had sparked a mass movement 
for Irish sovereignty. In 1829, many of those laws were overturned, but Ireland 
still wanted freedom. In 1922, after violent uprisings, the Irish Free State was 
created within the British Empire. In 1948, most of Ireland became an 
independent country, while six mainly Protestant counties in the northeast 
remained a British territory. (kids.nationalgeographic.com)



Ireland is an island nation on the westernmost edge of Europe. It is the continent’s 
second largest island (after Great Britain). The Republic of Ireland occupies 80 
percent of this landmass, while a large chunk of land in the north, called Northern 
Ireland, is part of the United Kingdom. All together, the island of Ireland is made up of 
32 counties.

Ireland is known for its wide expanses of lush, green fields – so much so, that its 
nickname is the Emerald Isle. But there are also large areas of rugged, rocky 
landscape, too. About 15,000 years ago, Ireland was completely covered by thick 
glaciers. The movement of these giant sheets of ice stripped the soil, leaving huge 
tracts of flat, limestone ground. The midlands and west coast of Ireland are dotted 
with damp peat bogs, the soggy remains of dried-up ancient lakes left by the glaciers. 
Ireland’s highlands rise mainly in the southwest, often ending at sheer cliffs that 
plunge thousands of feet into the Atlantic Ocean. (kids.nationalgeographic.com)

THE GEOGRAPHY & LANDSCAPE OF 
IRELAND



The many myths and legends of Ireland form the basis of early Irish history and the 
structure of Gaelic society. Yet unlike much Celtic mythology, the mythology of 
Ireland, it's legends, its folklore and mythical figures, have stood the test of time 
informing elements of Irish culture throughout its history. The survival of Irish 
mythology and folklore owes much to the Romans and the fact that they decided 
Ireland was too distant a territory to conquer and left the country alone. This 
allowed the Celts of Ireland to develop a Gaelic society of their own that even with 
the conversion to Christianity, held a certain autonomy from the rest of Christian 
Europe. Indeed, though they altered the religious significance of the mythologies, 
the religious clerics of the Dark Ages and Medieval Period transformed much of 
Ireland's ancient oral history into texts such as the Annals of the Four Masters and 
the Book of Leinster, which are found at Trinity College.

Irish mythology, folk tales and history is separated into four cycles - the 
Mythological Cycle, the Ulster Cycle, the Fenian Cycle and the Historical Cycle. 
These cycles define important events in Irish history, from the Invasions of Ireland 
by the various Celtic tribes, to the division of the country into the five Gaelic 
provinces of Ulster, Leinster, Meath, Connacht and Munster, which (with the 
exception of Meath) are still used in the administration of Ireland. Within the early 
cycles are the stories of legendary heroes such as Cu Chulainn and Fionn Mac 
Cumhaill, while the historical cycle outlines the lineage of the High Kings of Ireland 
up to Brian Boru in the 11th Century. As well as illustrating the origins of Irish 
History many of the legends and folktales have influenced the writings of some of 
Ireland's most prominent literary figures such as W.B. Yeats and Seamus Heaney 
and even today the folktales and legends of old are taught in Ireland's schools. 
(discoveringireland.com/)

IRISH MYTHOLOGY



About Tomm Moore
...Tomm has worked as Director, Art Director, Storyboarder, 
Animator and Illustrator on a range of projects from 
commercials to service work for feature films and TV series, 
as well as a number of short films projects.  Tomm has 
directed 2 universally successful feature films. Both were 
nominated for Best Animated Feature at the ACADEMY 
AWARD® The Secret of Kells in 2010 and the spiritual follow-
up, Song of the Sea in 2015. Tomm also co-directed (with 
Ross Stewart) the “On Love” segment for The Prophet, a 
feature animation produced by Salma Hayek based on one of 
the best-selling books of all time. He is currently working on 
his latest feature film “Wolfwalkers” which he will co-direct 
with Ross Stewart.  Tomm Moore received the Directors Guild 
of Ireland and America’s Finder’s Series Award in 2008 and 
European Director of the year at Cartoon Movie in 2009. 
(cartoonsaloon.ie)

About Ross Stewart
Ross Stewart has been painting, illustrating, designing and 
working in animation for over 20 years. Earlier in his career, 
Ross worked primarily in Visual Development and Art 
Direction including roles on 3 Oscar-nominated movies - Art 
Director and Concept Artist for “The Secret Of Kells” and 
“Song of the Sea” Respectively, both for Cartoon Saloon, and 
Visual Development on “ParaNorman” with Laika Studios. 
More recently he has moved from art direction into directing, 
working with Tomm Moore on “The Prophet” and now the 
latest Cartoon Saloon feature, “Wolfwalkers.” As a freelance 
conceptual artist he has worked for many animation and film 
studios worldwide on award winning projects and has 
illustrated books and literature for a variety of publishers. His 
paintings are exhibited throughout Ireland and the UK and 
held in collections worldwide. He is a nature lover and would 
gladly sit under an oak tree all day long. (cartoonsaloon.ie)

MEET CO-WRITER AND DIRECTORS 
TOMM MOORE & ROSS STEWART



MEET COMPOSER BRUNO COULAIS

Bruno Coulais is a French composer, most widely known 
for his music on film soundtracks. He is also being declared 
the Danny Elfman of France due to his scores have a 
chorus singing light in his scores. Coulais was born in 
Paris. Coulais began his musical education on the violin 
and piano and taught by Bren Santos, aiming to become a 
composer of contemporary classical music. However, a 
series of acquaintances gradually re-oriented him towards 
film music. Coulais met François Reichenbach, who asked 
him in 1977 to sonorize his documentary “México 
mágico”(1977) who permitted him to compose the first 
soundtracks for Jacques Davila "qui trop embrasse" en 
1986 . Until the end of the 1990s, he remained low-profile, 
composing mainly for television. His name can often be 
found from TV films by Gérard Marx and Laurent 
Heynemann. He also composed the soundtracks for 
Christine Pascal's 1992 film “Le petit prince a dit”(1992), 
and Agnès Merlet's “Le fils du requin”(1993) in 1993. In 
1994, he met the television producer Josée Dayan, who let 
him write a theme for the TV series “La rivière 
esperance”(1995), aired on the France 2 network in autumn 
1995. He worked with Dayan again with other major 
productions such as “Le Comte de Monte-Cristo”, “Balzac”, 
and “Les nuiteux”. The largest turning point of his career 
came in 1996, when he worked with directors Claude 
Nuridsany and Marie Pérennou of the documentary 
“Microcosmos”. This single film, which gave a great 
significance to the music in it, was a great success and 
made Coulais one of the most wanted composers of French 
film music. In 1997, he won the César award for the best 
musical score in a film, as well as a “Victoire de la 
Musique”. His reputation was confirmed by the soundtracks 
to “Himalaya” (1999) and “Les rivières pourpres” (2000), 
and after that Bruno Coulais's name was to be found on 
most new French blockbusters, such as “Belphégor”(2000) 
and “Vidocq”(2000). 



After producing the soundtrack to “Winged 
Migration”(2001), Coulais announced that he wanted to 
significantly reduce his contributions to film music, and 
instead concentrate on other projects, such as the creation 
of an opera for children, and collaborations with Akhenaton, 
Akhenaton's group IAM and the Corsican group A Filetta, 
with whom he had worked since he had made the 
soundtrack for Jacques Weber's film “Don Juan”(1998). In 
2002, his name was found on the ending credits of the 
animation “L'enfant qui voulait être un ours”(2002), and in 
2004, on Frédéric Schoendoerffer's “Agents 
secrets”(2004). The same year, he wrote the soundtrack to 
the film “Les choristes”(2004) by Christophe Barratier, 
which subsequently became an international hit. The music 
for this film received as great praise as the film itself, and it 
won Coulais his third César award. Since then, Coulais's 
collaborations in cinema seem to be limited to works by 
directors with whom he already shares some history, in 
particular Jacques Perrin, Frédéric Schoendoerffer, and 
James Huth. In 2009, he won the 37th Annie Awards in the 
"Music in a Feature Production" category for 
“Coraline”(2009). In 2009 he also collaborated with Irish 
band Kíla to produce the soundtrack for the beautifully and 
uniquely animated feature film, “The Secret of Kells”(2009), 
which tells the story of a parentless boy, Brendan, and his 
involvement with The Book of Kells. The music is equally 
light and dark and the textures and sounds equally 
European and Irish. In 2013, he wrote the soundtrack for 
"Lady Ô", the evening show of the Futuroscope, directed by 
Skertzò and starring Nolwenn Leroy as the storyteller.



Mebh Óg MacTíre 
A free-spirited girl from the titular tribe whom Robyn strikes up 
an unexpected friendship with, leading to her unexpected 
metamorphosis. 

Bill Goodfellowe
Ireland is where Bill (Sean Bean), accompanied by his 
daughter, Robyn, has been chosen to journey to in hopes of 
ridding a village of the numerous wolves that have put its locals 
in fear. 

Robyn Goodfellowe
A young hunter who suddenly becomes her prey at night.

Character Bios



Seán Óg 
A Kilkenny native.

Lord Protector 
The main antagonist of Wolfwalkers who is also referred to a 
“The Lord Protector” by members of his kingdom in Kilkenny, 
Ireland.

Moll MacTíre
The leader of the titular wolfwalkers and mother of Mebh.



Stumpy Woodcutter
A member of the Woodcutter clan.

Ned Stringy Woodcutter
A member of the Woodcutter clan.



Voice Actor Biographies

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 

Honor Kneafsey- Robyn Goodfellowe (voice)
Honor Kneafsey is a British actress born in London whose career took 
off at the age of seven with her role in the British sitcom, “How Not to 
Live Your Life.” Since her television debut, she has appeared in 
numerous films and television series, as well as multiple West End 
stage productions. In 2015 she appeared in the British romantic 
comedy-drama film “Miss You Already.” In 2017 she appeared in five 
films including the successful holiday romantic comedy “A Christmas 
Prince” as Princess Emily. She reprised the role in the following sequels 
“A Christmas Prince: The Royal Wedding” (2018) and “A Christmas 
Prince: The Royal Baby” (2019). Kneafsy followed this recurring role 
with “Legacy of Lies” (2020) and “Wolfwalkers” (2020) for which she 
voiced the leading character, Robyn Goodfellowe. 

Eva Whittaker- Mebh Óg MacTíre (voice)
Eva Whittaker is a young actress from Prosperous, a town in northern 
Kildare, Ireland. Eva attended a performing arts school in Kildare where 
she developed her passion for acting. In 2017, she was cast to play the 
role of Mebh Óg MacTíre in  "Wolfwalkers" (2020), her feature film 
debut. She has since been busy acting in television commercials, voice 
roles, and a stage production of “The Sound of Music.” 

Sean Bean- Bill (voice)
Sean Bean's career since the eighties spans theatre, radio, television 
and movies. Bean was born in Handsworth, Sheffield, South Yorkshire, 
working for his father's welding firm before he decided to become an 
actor. He attended RADA in London and appeared in a number of West 
End stage productions including RSC's "Fair Maid of the 
West" (Spencer), (1986) and "Romeo and Juliet" (1987) (Romeo) , as 
well as "Deathwatch" (Lederer) (1985) at the Young Vic and "Killing the 
Cat" (Danny) (1990) at the Theatre Upstairs. Bean’s roles are so varied 
that he convincingly plays angst-ridden villains, as in “Clarissa” (1991), 
passionate lovers like Mellors in “Lady Chatterley” (1993), rough-and-
ready soldiers such as Richard Sharpe, heart wrenching warriors as the 



 emotionally torn Boromir in "The Lord of the Rings," and noble Greeks, 
like Odysseus in “Troy” (2004). Recently, he did a turn in Shakespeare's 
"Macbeth," where as the principal lead, he so transfixed the audience that 
the show was extended in London and critically acclaimed. Bean resides 
in London where he enjoys raising his beautiful daughters. A few of his 
more recent projects include "Game of Thrones" (2011), "The 
Martian" (2015), "The Frankenstein Chronicles" (2015-2017), 
"Wolfwalkers" (2020) and most recently "Snowpiercer" in 2020-2021.

Simon McBurney- Lord Protector (voice)
Simon McBurney, (born 25 August 1957) is an English actor, writer and 
director. The founder and artistic director of the Théâtre de Complicité, 
London, he has had roles in the films “The Manchurian 
Candidate” (2004), “The Golden Compass” (2007), “The 
Duchess” (2008), “Robin Hood” (2010), “Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 1” (2010), “Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy” (2011), “The Theory 
of Everything” (2014), and “Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation” (2015). 
A few of his most recent projects include "The Conjuring 2" (2016), "The 
Loudest Voice" (2019), "Carnival Row" (2019) and most recently 
"Wolfwalkers" in 2020.

Tommy Tiernan- Seán Óg (voice)
Tommy Tiernan (born 16 June 1969) is an Irish stand-up comedian, writer 
and occasional actor. His humour has been referred to as controversial 
though he describes his style as "based on instinct.” Born in Cork, Ireland 
and raised in Donegal, Zambia, London and Meath, Tiernan began 
performing in 1992 around small-circuit comedy clubs. In 1998, he 
appeared in the final episode of Channel 4 series Father Ted and has 
occasionally acted since. He has released seven live DVDs since 2002: 
Live, Loose, Bovinity, Jokerman: Tommy Tiernan in America, OK Baby, 
Cracked: Live at Vicar Street and Crooked Man. Tiernan once held the 
Guinness World Record for the longest stand-up routine at thirty-six hours 
and fifteen minutes from 2009 to 2011. He also holds the record of the 
highest selling DVD sales in Ireland. Cracked and Loose both debuted at 
number 1 upon their release and reached four times Platinum and eight 
times Platinum, respectively. Jokerman: Tommy Tiernan in America 
reached four time Platinum status. Tiernan also holds the second highest 
ticket sales in Ireland, next to only U2. As an actor he is known for his 
work in “Derry Girls” (2018), “About Adam” (2000), and “Little 
Crackers” (2010). A few of his most recent projects include  "Captain 
Morten and the Spider Queen" (2018), "Dark Lies the Island" (2019), 
"Derry Girls" (2018-2019) and most recently "Wolfwalkers" in 2020.



Maria Doyle Kennedy- Mebh's Mother, Moll 
MacTíre (voice)
Maria Doyle Kennedy is an Irish singer, songwriter, and actress. With a 
singing and acting career that has spanned more than 30 years, she has 
established herself as one of Ireland's most prolific artists and 
entertainers. As an actress, she is best known for her extensive television 
roles as Patsy in “Father Ted” (1998), Catherine of Aragon in “The 
Tudors” (2007–2010), Vera Bates in “Downton Abbey” (2011), Siobhán 
Sadler in “Orphan Black” (2013–2017), and Jocasta Cameron in 
“Outlander” (2018–present). Doyle Kennedy has also appeared in 
numerous films, including “The Commitments” (1991), “The 
General” (1998), “Miss Julie” (1999), “Tara Road” (2005), “Albert 
Nobbs” (2011), “Byzantium” (2012), “Jupiter Ascending” (2015), “Sing 
Street” (2016), and “The Conjuring 2” (2016). In 2020, she was listed as 
number 46 on The Irish Times list of Ireland's greatest film actors. As a 
singer, Doyle Kennedy has released two studio albums with The Black 
Velvet Band and nine as a solo artist.



WOLFWALKERS TRIVIA
• In early drafts of the story, Robyn was a male character.

• It became the first animated feature to be nominated for "Best International 
Feature" at the Gotham Awards.

• Voice actors Sean Bean and Maria Doyle Kennedy were previously 
castmates in Jupiter Ascending (2015).

• The character Medb is named after Queen Medb, who is buried on top of a 
mountain in ireland.

• Robyn is named after an English folklorical fairy.

• The film is the third installment in Moore's "Irish Folklore Trilogy", following his 
previous films “The Secret of Kells” (2009) and “Song of the Sea” (2014).

• A Series of cut scenes includes Robyn and her father William travelling to 
Ireland from England. The sequence was cut to keep focus on the 
relationship between Robyn and Medb.

• The film had a group of wolf experts as consultants on the production’s team. 

• The movie takes place in Kilkenny, Ireland and the animation was inspired by 
Kilkenny. Even the vibrant colors represent Kilkenny.

• The wolves’ sense of smell and hearing is depicted in the animation.  Director 
Tomm Moore said that they represented the wolves’ senses with different 
colors.

• The creators cut a sequence that would explain to the audience what a 
wolfwalker is, but decided to let them discover that as Robyn discovers it 
herself. 

• Mebh’s second name, Og MacTire, translates to “young wolf.”



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What is the setting at the beginning of the film? 

2. What things in the setting are important to Robyn? 

3. Who are the main characters of this story? How are they introduced to us?

4. What is Robyn’s father Bill’s duty in their town?

5. What animal does Robyn keep as a pet?

6. In her town, what standards was Robyn held to specifically because she’s a 
girl? 

7. How is the visual style of Robyn’s town different from the visual style of the 
forest? 

8. Do you think Robyn would have had the same conflict with her father around 
hunting if she was a boy?

9. Mebh has two magical powers. What are they?

10. The film’s directors wanted to explore people’s connections to nature. What 
were Robyn and Medb’s personal connections to the forest?

11. How did Robyn’s relationship with her father change throughout the film?

12. How did Robyn’s father Bill change throughout the film?

13. How does the relationship between the townspeople and the wolves change 
throughout the film? Who are the predators in the beginning of the film, and who 
are the predators at the end? 



CRITICAL ACCLAIM

● “Kids will be enchanted, adults will be enraptured. It’s somehow light as air yet
overwhelming, both ineffable and unforgettable. “
-Bilge Ebiri, Vulture

● “Not only is Wolfwalkers easily the best animated film of the year, but a stirring
masterwork, as stunningly gorgeous as it’s philosophically profound.”
- Carlos Aguilar, The Playlist

● “Every aspect of Wolfwalkers is thoughtfully, beautifully rendered, and the
story is full of twists that keep things unpredictable until the finale.”
- Karen Han, Polygon

● “Wolfwalkers deserves a new level of praise for the way it takes previous
Cartoon Saloon themes... to new heights of artistry.”
- Christian Holub, Entertainment Weekly

● “Exciting, thought-provoking and visually striking, it is everything an animation
can and should be for viewers young and old.”
- Matthew Anderson, CineVue



ACTIVITIES







Pups Growing Up
B y  K y l e  M r a k

When wolf pups are born, they’re very weak, and they must rely on their 
mother and their pack mates in order to survive. The mother and other 
adult pack members provide the pups with food, shelter and warmth 

until they’re old enough to become active members of the wolf pack.
Let’s take a closer look at how pups spend the first year of their lives.
Wolf pups can’t see or hear anything for the first two weeks after they’re born, 

and they need their mother to give them a lot of attention. She feeds the pups milk 
and stays with them inside the den. Pups are born with only their undercoat, so 
they have to stay close to their mother to keep warm.

When they are 2 to 3 weeks old, their eyes open, and they can see. Their ears rise 
upright within a week or two after that, letting them hear the sounds around them. 
Pups start moving around much 
more after this—walking, exploring 
outside the den and meeting their 
pack mates. Their mother and older 
brothers and sisters begin spitting 
up food to them when the pups are 
3 weeks old. 

After 8 to 10 weeks of age, pups 
stop drinking their mother’s milk 
and rely on the food their adult 
pack mates bring them. At this 
point, the pups have grown strong 
enough to go farther distances from 
the den, and the whole pack moves 
to the rendezvous site, a protected 
area above ground where the pups 
explore and play together while the
adults hunt.

By the time they are 6 months old, 
the pups look a lot like the adults— 
just a little smaller. They start to grow 
more slowly at this point, and they’re 
full-grown at about 1 year of age. 1-year-
old wolves will help defend the pack’s 
land—called their territory—from other 
wolves. By the time they are a year old, 
the next litter may arrive, and it will be 
their turn to help raise the new pups. n

K I D S

Den  A small area, 
well-sheltered by rocks 
or roots, or dug out of 
the ground, where the 
mother wolf has her 
pups.

Litter  A group of wolf 
pups that were born 
from the same mother.

Rendezvous Site 
 An area where the pups 
are moved to at about  
8 weeks old, where the 
pups play, eat, sleep  
and are watched over  
by the adults.

Scent Marking 
A way that a wolf can 
communicate with other 
wolves through smell, 
usually to defend their 
territory.

Undercoat  The 
second layer of a wolf’s 
fur coat; the thick layer 
beneath the guard hairs 
that keeps wolves warm 
in the winter or cool in 
the summer.

Vocabulary

Did you know?

Wolf pups lose their first 
set of teeth, called milk teeth, 

just like we do! It usually 
happens when they’re about 4 

to 6 months old, and their adult 
teeth come in soon after. 
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Horizontal
1. A wolf’s first set of teeth 

2. The site where younger 
wolves meet up with  
older wolves

3. A way wolves communicate 
through smell, usually to 
defend their territory

Vertical
1. A group of newly  

born wolves

2. An area that a pack  
of wolves defends  
from other wolves

3. Baby wolves  
are called ____.

Word Bank
Territory 

Litter

Milk Teeth

Pups

Rendezvous

Scent  
Marking

Meet Grayson 
Grayson is an Arctic subspecies of 
the gray wolf and joined the Exhibit 

Pack in 2016. Although he is very 
social with the Exhibit Pack, his 

strongest bond was with Aidan, our 
former pack leader. Grayson is 

keenly aware of his surroundings 
and prefers to seek some cover 
and be the observer rather than  

be the focus of the pack. 
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Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 



The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  

.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 



Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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