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During her family's move to the suburbs, a sullen 10-year-old girl wanders into a world ruled 
by gods, witches, and spirits, and where humans are changed into beasts.

Voice Actors:
Rumi Hiiragi- Chihiro Ogino / Sen (voice)
Miyu Irino- Haku (voice)
Mari Natsuki- Yubaba / Zeniba (voice)
Takashi Naitô- Akio Ogino (voice)
Yasuko Sawaguchi- Yûko Ogino (voice)
Tatsuya Gashûin- Aogaeru (voice)
Ryûnosuke Kamiki- Bô (voice)
Yumi Tamai- Rin (voice)

Directed by: 
Hayao Miyazaki

Written by: 
Hayao Miyazaki



THE MAKING OF 
SPIRITED AWAY



BRINGING SPIRITED AWAY TO THE 
SCREEN

After announcing his retirement in 1997, the filmmaker took friends to his 
mountain cabin. His friend’s daughter and her peers inspired Miyazaki, as they 
were on the verge of adolescence and extremely apathetic. The auteur decided 
he needed to make a movie for ten-year-old girls. There wasn’t a lot out there 
for them; their magazines were heavily focused on romance and crushes. “I felt 
this was not what they held dear in their hearts, not what they wanted,” the 
filmmaker recalled. “And so I wondered if I could make a movie in which they 
could be heroines.”

Miyazaki wanted a movie that was made for regular ten-year-olds. The main 
character had to be ordinary, with no special abilities or traits. The girls needed 
someone human to relate to and show them that they could be heroines too. 
The main character, Chihiro, was made with the girls from the cabin in mind. 
“Every time I wrote or drew something concerning the character of Chihiro and 
her actions, I asked myself the question whether my friend's daughter or her 
friends would be capable of doing it,” Miyazaki explained. (Mental Floss)



John Lasseter is the chief creative officer of Pixar and is responsible for the "Toy 
Story" and "Cars" franchises. When he was a young animator at Disney, 
members of Miyazaki's company, Studio Ghibli, came to visit the office to learn 
the American style of animation. Wowed by the Japanese animators, Lasseter 
became inspired.

After working with computer animation, Lasseter visited Studio Ghibli in 1987. 
Ignoring warnings that Miyazaki hated computer animation, Lasseter showed the 
filmmaker Luxo Jr. and Red’s Dream. The videos were a hit and a friendship was 
born.

The first screening of "Spirited Away" outside of Japan was at Pixar Studios. 
Miyazaki then asked Lasseter to help him with the English dub. The Pixar director 
convinced Disney to buy the distribution rights, and went on to be the executive 
producer of the film’s American version. Thanks to his tireless campaigning, the 
movie was a hit. (Mental Floss)

Pixar and "Spirited Away"



ON THE ANIMATION

To help the animators understand how the characters moved, Miyazaki 
would ask them to draw inspiration from animals. When explaining the scene 
when an injured Haku falls into the boiler room, the filmmaker uses three 
animals to describe the action. The dragon clings to the wall like a gecko, 
before falling to the ground like a snake. When Chihiro feeds Haku the 
medicine, Miyazaki asks the animators to use a dog’s mouth as a model. No 
one on the team had a dog, so they went to a veterinarian’s office with a 
camera.

Quiet scenes of inaction, where a character might glance off into the distance 
or sit quietly, are a common occurrence in Miyazaki’s films. In an interview 
with Roger Ebert, Miyazaki explained the usefulness of these. "If you just 
have non-stop action with no breathing space at all, it's just busyness, But if 
you take a moment, then the tension building in the film can grow into a wider 
dimension. If you just have constant tension at 80 degrees all the time you 
just get numb." (Mental Floss)



Names themselves are important as a signifier of identity throughout.

 Chihiro's name literally means "a thousand" and "asking questions" or 
"searching/seeking." 

When Yu-baaba takes a character from Chihiro's name to cruelly rename her 
and sign the contract handing the girl over to her, Chihiro's new name, Sen, just 
means "a thousand."

 She's stripped of that meaning; she's herself, but there's a part of her that's 
missing. The other characters' names also have literal connotations. 

Boh means "little boy" or "son," Kamaji means "old boiler man," Yu-baaba 
means "bathhouse," "old woman," or "witch," and Zeniiba means "money witch."
(Vice)

THE MEANINGS BEHIND THE NAMES 
IN SPIRITED AWAY



MEET WRITER AND DIRECTOR 
MIYAZAKI HAYAO

Miyazaki Hayao was born on January 5, 1941 in Tokyo, Japan. Miyazaki’s 
father was the director of Miyazaki Airplane, a manufacturing concern that 
built parts for Zero fighter planes. The family business instilled in Miyazaki a 
love of flying that became apparent in virtually all of his work. After having 
completed studies in economics at Gakushūin University, Tokyo, in 1963, he 
took a position as an entry-level animator at Tōei Animation, a division of the 
Tōei studio and Asia’s largest producer of animation. While at Tōei, he met 
fellow animators Takahata Isao and Ōta Akemi. The former became a lifelong 
friend, collaborator, and business partner, and the latter, after a one-year 
courtship, became his wife. Miyazaki moved through the ranks at Tōei, 
working on such projects as the television series "Ōkami shōnen Ken" (“Wolf 
Boy Ken”) and Takahata’s feature directorial debut, "Taiyō no ōji: Horusu no 
daibōken" (1968; "Little Norse Prince"). After leaving Tōei in 1971, Miyazaki, 
accompanied by Takahata, continued to work for various studios throughout 
the 1970s. Highlights from this period included the "Panda kopanda" ("Panda! 
Go Panda!") film shorts and Miyazaki’s first full-length film, "Rupan sansei: 
Kariosutoro no shiro" (1979; "Lupin III: Castle of Cagliostro"), an adventure 
story featuring the gentleman thief Lupin and his compatriots.



Miyazaki’s individual style became more apparent in "Kaze no tani no 
Naushika" ("Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind"), a monthly manga 
(Japanese cartoon) strip he wrote for Animage magazine. The story followed 
Naushika, a princess and reluctant warrior, on her journey through an 
ecologically ravaged world. Its success inspired a film of the same name 
(released in 1984) and encouraged Miyazaki and Takahata to undertake a 
more permanent partnership arrangement. Together they launched Studio 
Ghibli in 1985. The following year Miyazaki’s "Tenkū no shiro 
Rapyuta" ("Castle in the Sky") was released in Japan and "Nausicaä" was 
released in the United States as "Warriors of the Wind."...

Miyazaki and Studio Ghibli continued to produce works for the domestic 
market, however. His "Tonari no Totoro" ("My Neighbor Totoro") debuted 
alongside "Takahata’s Hotaru no haka" (Grave of the Fireflies) in 1988. While 
both films were well received critically, the financial success of the studio 
was secured by the phenomenal sale of Totoro merchandise. Miyazaki 
followed with "Majo no takkyūbin" (1989; "Kiki’s Delivery Service"), the story 
of a young witch’s coming of age, and "Kurenai no buta" (1992; "Porco 
Rosso"), an adventure yarn about a World War I flying ace who has been 
cursed to have the face of a pig. These successes set the stage for 1997’s 
"Mononoke-hime" ("Princess Mononoke"), a blockbuster that broke Japanese 
box-office records. The film revisited some of Miyazaki’s recurring themes, 
such as the conflict between human progress and natural order and the 
persistence of the spiritual world alongside the mundane. In addition, its 
depiction of kodama (Japanese tree spirits) as white humanoid creatures 
with clattering heads provided one of the more enduring images in anime.

Miyazaki’s "Sen to Chihiro no kamikakushi" (2001; "Spirited Away") captured 
the top prize at the 2002 Berlin International Film Festival, won best Asian 
film at the Hong Kong Film Awards, and was named best animated feature at 
the 2003 Academy Awards. In his native Japan it won best picture at the 
2002 Japanese Academy Awards and replaced Titanic as the top-grossing 
film in Japanese history. In the film, Chihiro, an ordinary if slightly spoiled 
young girl, wanders away from her parents and enters a realm of gods and 
magic. There, dubbed with the name Sen, she is forced to make do with her 
wits in an effort to reclaim her name and return to the human world.



Miyazaki followed the phenomenal success of "Spirited Away" with Hauru no 
ugoku shiro (2004; "Howl’s Moving Castle"), the story of a young girl cursed 
with the body of an old woman and the quest that leads her to a legendary 
moving castle; it was nominated for an Academy Award in 2006. In 2005 
Disney unveiled a restored version of "Nausicaä" on DVD. Featuring both the 
original Japanese sound track as well as a new professionally recorded 
English dub, this release marked the first time that the film was commercially 
available in its original form in the United States. "Gake no ue no 
Ponyo" (2008; "Ponyo") was targeted to a younger audience than were most 
Miyazaki films, but nevertheless it was the top Japanese box-office draw of 
2008. Miyazaki later cowrote the screenplays for the Studio Ghibli releases 
"Karigurashi no Arietti" (2010; "The Secret World of Arrietty"), which was 
based on Mary Norton’s children’s book "The Borrowers," and "Kokurikozaka 
kara" (2011; "From Up on Poppy Hill"), a coming-of-age tale adapted from a 
manga series. The latter film was directed by Miyazaki’s son Gorō.

"Kaze tachinu" (2013; "The Wind Rises") was an impressionistic take on the 
life of engineer Horikoshi Jiro, who designed fighter planes used by the 
Japanese during World War II. The film was based on Miyazaki’s manga of 
the same name, and it was nominated for an Academy Award in 2014. 
Miyazaki declared that "Kaze tachinu" would be his last feature-length film, 
and he began work on "Kemushi no Boro" ("Boro the Caterpillar"), a short film 
for the Ghibli Museum in Mitaka. Miyazaki’s retirement appeared to be 
temporary, however; in 2016 he announced that Kemushi no Boro would be 
expanded to a feature-length release. The film marked Miyazaki’s first project 
to be done entirely in computer animation. In 2015 he received an honorary 
Oscar from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. (Brittanica)



MEET COMPOSER JOE HISAISHI

While at Kunitachi College of Music, Joe Hisaishi discovered his passion for the 
musical movement of Minimalism, and began his career as a composer of 
contemporary music and film scores. His first album, MKWAJU, was released 
in 1981, with Information being released a year later. After that, with albums 
including "Piano Stories," "My Lost City," "Etude: a Wish to the Moon," "Asian 
X.T.C," and "Another Piano Story: End of the World" among others, he has 
established his own style for composing and performing within many different 
musical genres.

Starting with "Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind" (1984), Hisaishi has 
produced music for nine films directed by Hayao Miyasaki, including "Ponyo on 
the Cliff by the Sea" (2008), "Princess Mononoke" (1999), "Howl’s Moving 
Castle" (2004), and "Spirited Away" (2002 Academy Award Winner, Best 
Animated Feature).



Character Bios

Chihiro Ogino / Sen 
Chihiro is a 10-year old in the process of moving to a new 
town when her family stumbles upon the entrance to the spirit 
world. She is renamed "Sen" (千, sen, lit. "a thousand") by the 
proprietor of the bathhouse, Yubaba. In Japanese 
orthography, "Sen" is an alternative pronunciation of "Chi", the 
first kanji in her name "Chihiro", which roughly translates as "a 
thousand fathoms". 

Haku
A young boy who helps Chihiro after her parents have 
transformed into pigs. He helps protect her from danger and 
gives her advice. 

Yubaba / Zeniba 
Yubaba is an old witch who supervises the bathhouse.



Aogaeru
She is a servant in Yubaba's Bathhouse in the Spirit 
Realm. She becomes Chihiro Ogino's caretaker when the 
latter (as Sen) is assigned to her as an assistant, and 
helps her several times during the course of the film.

No Face
No Face is a spirit and is shown to be capable of reacting to 
emotions and ingesting other individuals in order to gain 
their personality and physical traits.

Bô 
Bô is the infant son of Yubaba.



Voice Actor Biographies

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 

Rumi Hiiragi- Chihiro (voice)
Rumi Hiiragi was just 14 when she voiced the starring role in the award-
winning anime film “Spirited Away” (2001). Her acting career took off 
and she gave her talents to both voiceover and on-screen roles for 
Japanese cinema. She followed “Spirited Away” with a collection of 
television roles, voicing the role of Chobi in the mini-series “The Animal 
Doctors” (2003), and making appearances in  “True Horror 
Stories” (2004), and “Dark Fantasy” (2004), as well as playing a 
recurring character on the teen comedy drama “Nobuta Wo 
Produce” (2004). Her film credits include “Ponyo” (2008), “Yakuza-
Busting Girls” (2010), and “From Up on Poppy Hill” (2011). A few of her 
most recent projects include the TV series "Kamiya Genjirô Torimono 
Hikae" (2015) "The Woman of S.R.I." (2015), "Kounodori" (2017) and 
most recently, "Dying Eyes" in 2019.

Miyu Irino- Haku (voice)
Miyu Irino (born February 19, 1988) is a Japanese actor and voice actor. 
He voiced Haku in Spirited Away, Shoya Ishida in A Silent Voice, 
Yuichiro Hyakuya in Seraph of the End, Jinta "Jintan" Yadomi in 
Anohana: The Flower We Saw That Day, Nuts in Yes! PreCure 5 and its 
sequel GoGo!, Apollon Agana Belea in Kamigami no Asobi and Sora in 
the Kingdom Hearts video game series. He released his debut mini-
album Soleil on June 26, 2009 and his first single album, Faith, on 
November 25, 2009. On December 2016, he announced that he would 
go on a hiatus to study abroad, which he followed with film highlights 
“Amanchu! Advance” (2018), “Midnight Occult Civil Servants” (2019) 
and the third film in the “Mr. Osomatsu” series in 2020.

Mari Natsuki- Yubaba / Zeniba (voice)
Mari Natsuki is a Japanese singer, dancer and actress. She was born in 
Tokyo, Japan, and started work as a singer from a very young age, 
specializing in jazz. She continued to work as a singer and performer, as 
well as an actress. She performed in an extensive variety of musical 
theatre productions even working for Yukio Ninagawa. She provided the 
voice of the witch Yubaba in Hayao Miyazaki's film, 
“Spirited Away” (2001), portrayed the young witch's mother in the TV 
series “Bewitched in Tokyo”, and has twice been nominated for a 
Japanese Academy Award. She plays the character Big Mama in the 
Japanese version of “Metal Gear Solid 4: Guns of the 
Patriots” (2008). She has also acted in television dramas, such as the 
2005 series “Nobuta wo Produce” (2004), in which she played the Vice 
Principal, Katharine. In 2007 she announced that she was engaged to 
marry percussionist Nobu Saito in spring 2008. Natsuki's most recent 
projects include "Fortysomething Rugby" (2018), "I Shared My 
Husband" (2019) and most recently "Followers " in 2020.



Takashi Naitô- Akio (voice)
Takashi Naitô was born in 1955 in Osaka, Japan. He is an actor, 
known for Spirited Away (2001), Tales from Earthsea (2006) and From 
Up on Poppy Hill (2011). He has acted in a plethora of Japanese 
television series in his lengthy career, such as “Mahiru no 
Tsuki” (1996), “Kurenai” (1998), “Cheap Love” (1999), 
“R-17” (2001), “Let's Go Nagatacho” (2001), “Innocent 
Love” (2008), “The Woman of SRI” (2001-present), and “Tokyo 
MPD” (2020).

Yasuko Sawaguchi- Yûko (voice)
Yasuko Sawaguchi was born in June, 1965 in Sakai, Osaka, Japan. 
When she was 18, the Japanese movie studio Toho held their first 
Toho Cinderella beauty contest, and Yasuko won, beating out the 
other 30,000 contestants. Shortly after, she made her film debut in the 
film “Karate Cop III: Song of the Sea” (1984), before co-starring as the 
heroine Naoko Okumura in “The Return of Godzilla” (1984), which was 
the grand comeback film for the famous movie “Godzilla” (1954). She 
appeared in the next Godzilla film 5 years later,”Godzilla vs. 
Biollante” (1989). She has since appeared in numerous movies and 
television series and is considered one of Japan's most beautiful and 
talented actresses. She has played scientific criminal investigator 
Mariko Sakaki, the lead role in the television show “Kasōken no 
Onna” (1999) and it’s spinoff series. She has portrayed Iroha-hime in 
“Dokuganryū Masamune” (1987), Akahashi Tōko in “Taiheiki” (1991), 
and Nene in “Hideyoshi” (1996). She starred as Rui in “Shin On'yado 
Kawasemi” (1997). She also voiced Chihiro's mother in the original 
Japanese version of “Spirited Away” (2001). Her most recent projects 
include "Single Mothers" (2012), "Kasôken no onna: Nenmatsu 
Special " in 2014 and "The Woman of S.R.I." from 1999-2020.

Tatsuya Gashûin- Aogaeru (voice)
Tatsuya Gashûin was born on December 10, 1950 in Tokyo, Japan as 
Akinosuke Sugano. He is an actor, known for "Spirited 
Away" (2001), "Howl's Moving Castle" (2004) and "Shark Skin Man" 
and "Peach Hip Girl" (1998).  A few of his most recent projects include 
"The Legend of Red Dragon " (2006), "Kamen Rider W " (2009), 
"Smuggler" (2011), "Replay & Destroy " (2015) and most recently "The 
Confidence Man JP " in 2018. 



SPIRITED AWAY TRIVIA

• "Spirited Away" was written without a script.

• Pixar’s John Lasseter championed the film.

• The first screening of "Spirited Away" outside of Japan was at Pixar
Studios. Miyazaki then asked Lasseter to help him with the English dub.
The Pixar director convinced Disney to buy the distribution rights and went
on to be the executive producer of the film’s American version.

• Chihiro was inspired by the daughter of one of the director’s friends.

• Spirited Away broke box-office records

• The movie earned 30.4 billion yen, making it the highest-grossing film in
Japanese history, overtaking Titanic at the box office.

• Miyazaki wrote, directed, and drew the storyboards for the movie;
essentially writing the movie with drawings



• The characters' names reflect who they are.

• Dialogue was added to clarify certain elements in the American version.

• You can visit the setting for Spirited Away in real life.

• The packed streets and elaborate bathhouse of the movie can thank 
downtown Juifen in Taiwan for its beautiful design.

• You probably know the American voice actress for Chihiro. It is the 
same actress who voiced Lilo from Lilo and Stitch.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What gift is Chihiro holding at the beginning of the film?

2. What does Haku tell Chihiro when they meet at the bridge?

3. What is Chihiro’s challenge as she walks across the bridge?

4. What alternate name does Yubaba give to Chihiro?

5. Which kind of spirit is Haku?

6. What different forms does Haku take on over the course of the film?

7. Where does Zeniba live?

8. How does Chihiro’s going away card help her?

9. How did Chihiro travel to the witch’s twin sister?\What happened to Chihiro’s parents?

10. How many pigs does Chihiro have to choose from in Yubaba’s test?

11. What did Yubaba want in return for sending Chihiro and her parents back to the real 
world?



CRITICAL ACCLAIM
• "The result is nothing less than magical, a throwback to the very best of 

early Disney. If I can't remember the last time I was this enchanted by an 
animated film, it's because I was too young." - New York Daily News

• "Artful but not arty, 'Spirited Away' is a handcrafted cartoon, as personal 
as an Utamaro painting, yet its breadth and heart give it an appeal that 
should touch American viewers of all ages." - TIME Magazine

• It's an amazing work, filled with a visual intelligence that's meticulously 
composed and obscenely clever." - New Yorker

• "Spirited Away has much to say about many worthy things: the life of the 
spirit, materialist greed, the importance of words, the power of love."
 - Wall Street Journal

• "Magical is a word used casually about films like this, films about fantasy 
and childhood. Yet this one really does deserve it." - Guardian

• "One of the most impressive animated features of this year, or any 
other." - BBC



ACTIVITIES















Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 



The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  

.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 



Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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