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FILM OVERVIEW
Rio

G | 1h 36min | Animation, Adventure, Comedy | 15 April 2011  
Twentieth Century Fox Animation / Blue Sky Studios

When Blu, a domesticated macaw from small-town Minnesota, meets the 
fiercely independent Jewel, he takes off on an adventure to Rio de Janeiro 

with the bird of his dreams.

Voice Actors:
Leslie Mann - Linda (voice)
Jesse Eisenberg - Blu (voice)
Wanda Sykes- Chloe (The Goose) (voice)
Jane Lynch- Alice (The Other Goose) (voice)
Jamie Foxx- Nico (voice)
Will.i.am- Pedro (voice) (as will.i.am)
Anne Hathaway- Jewel (voice)
Jake T. Austin- Fernando (voice)
Jemaine Clement- Nigel (voice)
George Lopez- Rafael (voice)
Tracy Morgan- Luiz (voice)

Directed by: Carlos Saldanha

Story by:
Carlos Saldanha
Earl Richey Jones
Todd R. Jones

Screenplay by:
Don Rhymer
Joshua Sternin
Jennifer Ventimilia
Sam Harper



DIRECTOR CARLOS SALDANHA ON BRINGING 
RIO TO THE SCREEN

“Well, I had the idea for a while, I want to say about 10 years (laughs), but when I first had 
the idea, it was pretty much just kinda like a paragraph or a thought of an idea. Because I was 
working on the “Ice Age” movies, I put that on the backburner in the back of my head. But you 
know when you have something in the back of your head that you’re always thinking about, 
that was like, this movie. Every free time that I had, it was thinking about, “How can I make 
this movie? How can I make this movie?” But only about three years ago that really started to 
become more real. That’s when it became more of a reality for me. Probably because I was 
always putting it in the backburner because of the successes of the “Ice Ages.” We kept making 
more “Ice Ages” so I never had a chance. (laughs) The timing of those movies was very quick, 
once they finished one I was almost starting the next one. I was happy doing that, but then it 
got to a point that I said, “I have to make this happen, otherwise I won’t have anything beyond 
‘Ice Age.’” I’d prepare a package of the story, like some visuals and stuff. They allowed me some 
time to do it. I presented the story. I think definitely with the success of “Ice Age,” I think that 
the comfort level with them with a new property was high and they know me and how I work, 
so when I pitched the story, they were excited about it. They saw the potential and decided to 
do it.



I started off with the story, the plot was mostly about this character that came to Rio got in-
volved with the local colorful birds, and then got caught into this whole thing about bird smug-
gling and taking the last of the species, extinction and all that. But the character that came to 
“Rio” originally was a penguin. This goes way way back because I kept collecting ads in news-
papers about penguins washing out to the shores of Rio like on the Ipanema Beach and that 
happens every year, you know? I thought it was an interesting idea, some foreign creature that 
comes into Rio and kind of finding his soul, finding his heart in Rio with the sum of the culture, 
the colorful birds. I think it got caught into the middle of this issue of the bird smuggling and all 
that. But unfortunately, a few years back, there were a lot of movies in development with pen-
guins like “Surf’s Up,” “March of the Penguins.” There was “Happy Feet,” “Madagascar” pen-
guins, there was all this stuff happening and then the studio said, “Well, penguins are not really 
great.” But I loved that idea of bringing a foreign eye coming into Rio and then explore the city 
with a fresh eye. When I took the penguin out, I still had the story of the rare blue macaw and 
all that, so I decided to create more of a love story and adapt it to the whole thing about the 
two rarest of them all, who comes to Rio as a person that never actually lived in Rio for a long 
time, so I captured the essence of my original story. 



…we brought a team of people, like writers, animators. We got the art director because I want-
ed them to capture what was the essence of Rio. Because I’m from Rio, so I’m very biased and 
I know things that I probably take for granted or I think that everybody would know. But it’s 
tricky when you take somebody that’s never been there and it’s just having an experience for 
the first time. So I took a group of people. We were six total. We went during Carnival, so we 
actually became Blu for six days because nobody had ever been to Rio. I told them, “Look, I 
want you guys you to capture what catches your attention, something that strikes you as be-
ing different or odd or unique to what you’ve never experienced before because this movie is 
about new experiences and the story takes you to those places and allows you to change as a 
person, as a character.” We did the whole thing. We went and saw a very crowded beach. They 
went hang gliding. We went to the neighborhoods. We paraded in Carnival, so we went out 
in the big crowd and we had costumes on. It was really interesting to get all the reactions and 
their first impressions. That’s the stuff that we tried to capture. We all know and have enough 
reference to build Corcovado, Sugarloaf and all those sights, but the details of the sidewalks, 
the telephone booths, there was graffiti on the walls. The clocks on the city, the style of the 
buildings, that stuff, they managed to capture in the very accurate detail. Of course, the whole 
city was constructed in the computer, so we took a lot of liberties just to make it possible to 
construct it, but in essence, when you look at the movie, you can’t deny that you are in Rio. 
You feel that you are there. I think that’s what I wanted to capture the most – the vibe or the 
feeling of Rio.” (comingsoon.net)



PRODUCER JOHN C. DONKIN ON THE CASTING 
PROCESS

“The way we think about putting together a cast is we try and think of the ensemble and how 
the characters play off of one another. Unlike a live action movie where you might think about 
how people look, it’s an audio thing. It’s a personality thing and how they sound ultimately, so 
what we end up doing is we take clips from other movies or television interviews and we inter-
cut them together so we can get a preview of what the voice sounds like against other charac-
ters. Also, we’ll do animation tests with our early versions of the characters to the voices. What 
we want to try and achieve there is that it sounds like the voice is coming from that character. 
After doing some of this, you get a sense of how it’s going to work. In the case of Anne Hatha-
way we took a little clip from Get Smart because she was kind of sassy and a little bit similar to 
her Rio character. We did the animation test and it was just great. Because we sort of wanted 
to have her be natural and wild as opposed to Jesse Eisenberg who is sort of book-smart and 
sheltered. At that point, this was before A Social Network came out so a lot of people didn’t 
know who Jesse Eisenberg was, but we’d seen a couple of his earlier films and we liked the 
sound quality of his voice and we thought he’d be great as that sort of book-smart, sheltered 
character.” (awardsdaily.com)



FACTS ABOUT MACAWS

COMMON NAME: Macaws

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Psittacidae

TYPE: Birds

DIET: Omnivore

GROUP NAME: Flock

AVERAGE LIFE SPAN IN THE WILD: Up to 60 years

SIZE: 11.8 to 39.5 inches

WEIGHT: 4.5 ounces to 3.75 pounds

(nationalgeographic.com)



FACTS ABOUT RIO DE JANEIRO

1. Rio is named for a river that doesn’t exist.

2. It was once part of a colony called Antarctic France.

3. The French once held it for ransom.

4.  It served as the capital of the Portuguese Empire for almost seven 
years.

5. Its residents might be named for a house, or maybe a fish.

6. Its giant statue of Jesus is struck by lightning several times a year.

7. For five days a year, the city is run by a mythical jester named King 
Momo.

8. It hosted the world’s biggest soccer game.

9. The city put QR codes in its mosaic sidewalks.

10. Street art is legal there.
(Source: smithsonianmag.com)



CHARACTER BIOS

Blue
Blu is a flightless – bird who is totally lost until he 
meets new friends, finds his inner-hero, and figures out 
a way to return to the best friend a bird ever had. 

Jewel
Jewel is beautiful and fiercely independent macaw 
from the city of Rio. She and Blue find themselves on 
the adventure of a lifetime. 

Rafael
Rafael is a suave and charming toucan and a family 
man. Rafael quickly becomes one of Blu’s new friends 
and helps him and Jewel on their adventure.



CHARACTER BIOS

Nigel
Nigel is a conniving cockatoo who smuggles exotic 
birds and is hot on the trail of Blu and the others.

Pedro
Pedro is Nico’s best pal and Blu’s new friend with a big 
heart and a love for music.

Luiz
Luiz is a mean-looking but friendly bulldog that aids Blu 
and the other in their journey. 

Source: animationsource.org



MEET DIRECTOR CARLOS SALDANHA

Carlos Saldanha is a Brazilian director, producer and animator...In 2002, Saldanha co-directed 
the animated feature film “Ice Age.”..After co-directing the 2005 film “Robots,” he broke his 
previous March opening record with the 2006 “Ice Age” sequel, “Ice Age 2: The Meltdown”...
He would later direct the 2009 sequel, “Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs.”...Saldanha’s next proj-
ect was the 2011 film “Rio,” which is set in Saldanha’s hometown of Rio de Janeiro...In October 
2012, Saldanha signed a five-year exclusive deal with 20th Century Fox to develop and pro-
duce animated and live-action projects. For this purpose, he formed in June 2013 a Fox-based 
production company, named BottleCap Productions. In 2014, “Rio 2” was released, which he 
directed and co-wrote. Saldanha is also directing for Fox a live-action adaptation of Royden 
Lepp’s graphic novel “Rust: Visitor in the Field,”...He is also developing an animated feature film 
based on a book “Alienology” from the Ologies fantasy book series.



MEET COMPOSER JOHN POWELL

John Powell has become the go-to writer for family animated films, scoring such hits as 
“Shrek,” “Chicken Run,” “Ice Age” (2 & 3), “Bolt,” “Rio,” “Happy Feet” (1 & 2) and “Kung Fu 
Panda” (1 & 2). His pulsating action music has provided the fuel for “Hancock,” “Green Zone,” 
“Stop Loss,” “Mr. and Mrs. Smith,” and “The Italian Job.” His music has also sweetened the ro-
mance of “Two Weeks Notice” and “P.S. I Love You,” empowered “X-Men: The Last Stand,” lent 
tenderness to “I Am Sam” and gripping drama to “United 93.” His infectious score for “How to 
Train Your Dragon” earned him his first Academy Award nomination...His work can be found in 
Warner Bros.’ Pan, “Jason Bourne,” “Ferdinand” and Disney’s “Solo: A Star Wars Story”...Pow-
ell’s recent work includes DreamWorks Animation’s “How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden 
World,” “The Call of the Wild” starring Harrison Ford, and Doug Liman’s ambitious pandemic 
heist feature for Warner Bros. “Locked Down.” (kraft-engel.com)



MEET THE VOICE ACTORS

Jesse Eisenberg- Blu (voice)
Jesse Eisenberg is known for his Academy Award-nominated per-
formance in the film “The Social Network.” Eisenberg has appeared 
in “Holy Rollers,” “Rio” (2011)  “Rio 2” (2014); “30 Minutes or 
Less” (2011); “To Rome With Love” (2012), “Now You See Me,” and 
“Night Moves.” “The End of the Tour,” “American Ultra,” “Now You 
See Me 2” and “Batman v Superman.” Eisenberg also has exten-
sive theater career in New York...He has also written (and acted in) 
two plays: “Asuncion” and “The Revisionist” (2013)...In September 
2015, Eisenberg released his first book, “Bream Gives Me Hiccups,” 
a collection of comedy writing. (caa.com)

Anne Hathaway - Jewel (voice)
Anne Jacqueline Hathaway is an American actress who is the re-
cipient of many awards, including an Academy Award, a Primetime 
Emmy Award, and a Golden Globe, she was one of the highest-paid 
actresses in the world in 2015. As a teenager, she was cast in the 
television series “Get Real” and made her breakthrough as the pro-
tagonist in her debut film, the Disney comedy “The Princess Dia-
ries.”  Hathaway won an Academy Award, a Golden Globe, a Screen 
Actors Guild and a BAFTA Award for Best Supporting Actress for 
Tom Hooper’s film, “Les Misérables” (2014). (oregonherald.com)

Jamie Foxx - Nico (voice)
An Academy Award® winning actor, Grammy Award® winning 
musical artist and renowned comedian, Jamie Foxx is one of Hol-
lywood’s rare elite multi-faceted performers. In 1996, he launched 
his own series, “The Jamie Foxx Show,” which was one of the 
top-rated shows on the WB Network during its five-year run. His 
portrayal of the legendary Ray Charles in “Ray” garnered him an 
Academy Award® for Best Actor, shared in a SAG Award nomination 
received by the film’s ensemble cast, and single-handedly swept 
the Golden Globes, Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Awards, BAFTA, and 
NAACP Image Awards, as well as numerous other critical awards 
for his performance. (betpressroom.com)



MEET THE VOICE ACTORS

Will.i.am- Pedro (voice)
Will.i.am has been recognized by seven Grammy Awards, an Emmy 
Award, a CLIO Award, the World Economic Forum’s Crystal Award, 
and an Honorary Fellowship by the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology (IET). He is a member of the World Economic Forum’s 
Fourth Industrial Revolution Advisory Committee and its Global Ar-
tificial Intelligence Council that monitors the impact of technology 
on society, people and work. (iamangelfoundation.org)

Jemaine Clement - Nigel (voice)
Jemaine Atea Mahana Clement is a New Zealand comedian, actor 
and multi-instrumentalist, known as one half of the musical come-
dy duo “Flight of the Conchords” along with Bret McKenzie and the 
voice of Nigel the Cockatoo in the “Rio” film series. (earwolf.com)

Tracy Morgan -Luiz (voice)
Tracy Morgan is one of the most respected comedians in his field. 
Starring for seven seasons on NBC’s Emmy and Golden Globe 
Award-winning “30 Rock”...Morgan has received an Emmy Nomi-
nation in the Supporting Actor category and been nominated mul-
tiple years for the Supporting Actor NAACP Image Award. Morgan 
also received an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Guest Actor 
in a comedy series in 2016 for hosting an episode of “SNL.” Most 
recently, he starred in in Paramount’s “What Men Want.” Morgan’s 
stand up special “Staying Alive” was released globally on Netflix in 
May 2017. Additionally, Morgan received a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in the 2016 class. (mayoarts.org)



TRIVIA

• The crew visited Rio de Janeiro, and also consulted with an expert on macaws at the Bronx 
Zoo. 

• Linda and Blu live in Moose Lake, which is an actual small town in northern Minnesota. 

• During Rafael’s first on-screen appearance, he starts addressing a few of his children by 
their names Manoela and Sofia. These names happen to belong to Carlos Saldanha’s re-
al-life kids. 

• Both Blu and Jewel are Spix’s macaws. 

• Pedro is a red-crested cardinal. 

• Nico (the yellow bird) is a canary. 

• The film was based on a true story of a Spix’s macaw named Elvis, living in the United 
States. His owner agreed to let Elvis join the captive breeding program to help preserve his 
species.



TRIVIA QUESTIONS

What was your favorite scene and why?

What song do Nico and Pedro sing?

What species are Blu and Jewel?

Where does Rio live?

What do Linda and Túlio Monteiro trade the Jeep for?

What is the big event in Rio?

Who was your favorite character and why?



CRITICAL ACCLAIM

“For its stunning iridescent look and infectious music, Rio is a refreshing adventure worth tak-
ing.” - USA Today

“Like its flight-challenged parrot protagonist, Rio takes a while to get off the ground but man-
ages to soar by the end.” - Variety

“Rio’s easily enjoyable, for all ages.” - London Evening Standard

“Carlos Saldhana has here created a sweet-natured animation.” - Guardian

“A tropical-colored wingding that will have kids and their chaperones shaking a tail feather to 
its pulsating Latin beats.” - Hollywood Reporter

(Source: rottentomatoes.com)
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