


FILM OVERVIEW
Chicken Run

PG | 84 min / Animation, Adventure, Comedy / June 23, 2000

Aardman Animations / DreamWorks Animation / Pathé / Dreamworks Pictures

The creators of "Wallace & Gromit" bring you an exciting and original story about a 
group of chickens determined to fly the coop-even if they can't fly! It's hardly poultry in 

motion when Rocky (Mel Gibson) attempts to teach Ginger and her feathered friends to 
fly...but, with teamwork, determination and a little bit o' cluck, the fearless flock plots 

one last attempt in a spectacular bid for freedom.

Voice Actors:
Phil Daniels- Fetcher (voice)
Lynn Ferguson- Mac (voice)
Mel Gibson- Rocky (voice)
Tony Haygarth- Mr. Tweedy (voice) 
Jane Horrocks- Babs (voice)
Miranda Richardson- Mrs. Tweedy (voice) 
Julia Sawalha- Ginger (voice)
Timothy Spall- Nick (voice)
Imelda Staunton- Bunty (voice)
Benjamin Whitrow- Fowler (voice)

Directed by: 
Peter Lord
Nick Park

Screenplay by:
Karey Kirkpatrick

Original story by: 
Peter Lord
Nick Park

Additional dialogue by: 
Mark Burton
John O'Farrell



THE MAKING OF 
CHICKEN RUN



BRINGING CHICKEN RUN TO THE SCREEN 

The story starts back in 1996, after the release of the 30-minute Wallace 
and Gromit short A Close Shave. The film's creator Nick Park had an idea. 
The 61-year-old had grown up with chickens in his garden and had once 
drawn one digging its way out of its coop with a spoon. “It suddenly struck 
me how similar chicken coops are to films like The Great Escape,” he says. 
“That seemed like it had legs, really.” The Great Escape, but with chickens. 
A beautifully concise premise was born.

While Park and Aardman co-founder Peter Lord were at Sundance for "A 
Close Shave," a new company called Dreamworks sent a private jet to 
bring them to LA for a dinner meeting. In the air, Park carried the Chicken 
Run pitch scribbled on the back of an envelope. As if it were fate, Park and 
Lord sat down with producers Jake Eberts and Michael Rose at a chicken 
restaurant. Also at the dinner was Steven Spielberg, who co-founded 
Dreamworks in 1994. Spielberg told Park and Lord that The Great Escape 
was his favorite film and that he had 300 chickens on his farm. Dreamworks 
was on board.



Chicken Run tells the story of a group of chickens on a farm owned by Mr. 
Tweedy and the cruel Mrs. Tweedy, who is plotting to turn them into pies. 
With a revolutionary fervor, the chickens of Tweedy’s farm hatch an 
escape plan. At the time, a film like this was a seriously ambitious 
undertaking. Aardman had never made a film longer than half an hour, and 
Chicken Run would end up running almost three times that. Dreamworks' 
resources and patience proved essential. “It was a liberation to have that 
amount of time and that amount of investment,” says Tristan Oliver, a 
director of photography on the film. “We were trying to take what had been 
a sort of aggressively kids-TV medium and turn it into something that was 
beautiful and cinematic.” 

There are a lot of considerations making a feature-length movie using 
claymation characters. The style is labor-intensive and visually complex. 
For example, it was non-negotiable that Chicken Run’s characters would 
boast expressive sets of teeth. “It comes with the territory, really,” Park 
says. The animators had to decide how each character was going to be 
built. The chickens themselves, which were about a foot tall, needed to be 
made principally from silicone because plasticine would be more 
vulnerable under hot lights and too heavy for their spindly legs. Their most 
expressive parts — their heads and arms — could be made from 
plasticine, and an armature department furnished each chicken with a 
delicate metal skeleton.



The film's human characters, the Tweedys, complicated things. “We started 
off by building a large-scale farmer but that was impossible to animate 
because he was about four, five feet tall,” says Dave Alex Riddett, the 
senior director of photography. In the scenes in which the couple interact 
with the chickens, tiny chickens were used in wide shots. They tried laser-
cutting these smaller chickens, says production designer Jan Sanger, but 
ultimately had to build them by hand. A whole mini-chicken department was 
required. Meanwhile, the script was taking shape. After playwright Jack 
Rosenthal turned in a first draft that wasn't up to scratch, Karey Kirkpatrick, 
who wrote James and the Giant Peach, got a call in LA. Aardman wanted to 
meet him in Bristol. After he arrived, they asked for his thoughts on the 
script. One of his notes was that Rocky — the flash rooster who is 
catapulted into Tweedy's Farm and tells the chickens he can teach them 
how to fly — should be voiced by an American. He had seen how the lack 
of stars on James and the Giant Peach caused apathy at press junkets. “I 
realized it was kind of a bold suggestion,” he says, “because the American 
was coming in, saying, 'Put an American in it.' But it did work with the story.” 
This was ultimately how Mel Gibson — an Australian with huge box office 
clout at the time — came on board.

Kirkpatrick came back to the UK and travelled with Park and Lord to 
Yorkshire, where they were to get a feel for the northern accent. When Park 
arrived at the Wensleydale cheese creamery, “It was like the Queen was 
arriving,” says Kirkpatrick. “We left there with tons of cheese.” Apparently 
Wallace's fondness for Wensleydale in Wallace and Gromit had saved the 
creamery from bankruptcy.



Aardman's studios used to be a banana warehouse by the Bristol docks. But 
for Chicken Run, they needed something bigger. “We needed more of a 
football field, really,” says Park. They found a vast space outside Bristol 
which Park likens to a giant silver biscuit tin. Inside, the directors would walk 
between approximately 30 sets, overseeing a crew of around 250 people. “It 
was incredibly exhausting,” Park says. Every night the footage that the team 
had captured would be driven to Heathrow — the closest laboratory to 
Bristol — where the film would be processed overnight and driven back the 
following morning. There are more than 120,000 frames in the film, and the 
team filmed roughly 11 seconds per day for 18 months.

The ambition of the project presented a complicated set of challenges. The 
models, once only seen on small TV screens, needed to look good on giant 
movie screens. Riddett recalls going to Leicester Square's Empire cinema to 
see how close-ups of Mrs. Tweedy held up. “It was like looking up at a high-
rise building,” he says. Here there was something of a division between 
those who thought the 'thumby', handmade style was charming, and those 
who believed Aardman needed to leave it behind. Tristan Oliver's thoughts 
after seeing the Empire footage were clear: “'Oh my God, we can't possibly 
leave it that rough because it looked horrendous'.”



When the film was about 85% done, composers Harry Gregson-Williams 
and John Powell came on for the score. “It was fascinating walking around 
their premises: open a cupboard and a bunch of lips falls out,” Gregson-
Williams says. It took them a while to escape the Great Escape theme that 
loomed large over the whole project but eventually, they managed it. They 
recorded the score in Abbey Road Studio 1, watching footage of the film as 
an orchestra played. “The spirit that the movie encapsulates was very 
much evident at Aardman, I thought,” says Gregson-Williams. “They all 
seemed like a real happy bunch – working away on their rather eccentric 
beauties.” (www.mic.com)



"My sister kept pet chickens when we were kids and we’d make up these skits 
and cartoons where they’d always be the heroes of the story. Aged 17, on a 
foundation art course, I did a couple of stints at a chicken-packing factory. 
One day they sent me to the slaughterhouse and I saw all the live chickens 
hanging on a conveyor belt, held upside down by their legs – it was horrifying. 
In a way, chickens have always been in the back of my mind." When 
[Aardman Animations co-founder] Peter Lord and I began discussing the 
concept of The Great Escape with chickens, the whole thing just fitted 
together. It was when we were at the Sundance film festival showing A Close 
Shave that we got a call from DreamWorks.  Jeffrey Katzenberg and Steven 
Spielberg sent a private jet to fly us to Los Angeles for a night – they wanted 
to know if we had any feature film ideas. By coincidence they arranged for the 
meeting to take place in a famous chicken restaurant. At that point all we had 
were a few thoughts scribbled on a scrap of paper, but the idea of chickens 
plotting their grand escape went down really well. I remember Steven saying 
that The Great Escape was his favourite film, and he had 300 chickens on his 
farm.

CO-DIRECTOR, WRITER & PRODUCER, 
NICK PARK ON CHICKEN RUN



So that was pretty much the green light for Aardman – a fairly unknown 
British outfit – to get things going. For a while we toyed with various ideas and 
storylines, but then [American screenwriter] Karey Kirkpatrick came on board 
and suggested introducing a romance between Ginger and the maverick 
cockerel, Rocky [voiced by Mel Gibson]. Karey brought a Hollywood angle to 
the team, which was excellent for bringing Rocky to life. Sometimes our 
American colleagues would be confused by British slang. Because the film is 
set in Yorkshire we used some very specific phrases. We’d then get notes 
asking: “What is a wassock?” Sometimes we got away with saying things 
because they simply didn’t know what we meant.

The animators generally got through around two or three seconds a day. 
We’d crack open the champagne if we managed to get a minute in a week. 
The pie machine sequence, my favourite scene, took around three months. 
There was an atmosphere of excitement on set as it was our first proper foray 
into feature films. There was a nervousness, too – we were determined to 
prove that we hadn’t sold out, despite signing with a Hollywood studio. When 
the film came out, the reviews were mostly good – certainly good enough to 
feel like we’d hit the mark, although some accused Aardman of getting in bed 
with Hollywood and losing its national-treasure status. It’s incredible to me 
that 20 years have passed since we made that film and it’s still thought of as a 
classic." (theguardian.com)



MEET DIRECTOR & CO-WRITER
PETER LORD

PETER LORD is Creative Director of Aardman 
Animations, which he co-founded with his long-
time collaborator David Sproxton in 1972. Their 
breakthrough success was with the clay character 
Morph, who later starred in his own series The 
Amazing Adventures of Morph. They developed 
the technique of stop motion animation, usually 
with clay puppets, which became the company’s 
hallmark. As a director, Peter has been honoured 
with three Academy Award® nominations for 
Adam in 1992, for Wat’s Pig in 1996 and for his 
first solo feature The Pirates! Band of Misfits. In 
November 2018, Aardman became an Employee 
Owned organisation, ensuring that the studio 
remains independent and securing the creative 
legacy and culture of the company for the future. 
(wildscreen.org)



MEET CO-DIRECTOR & WRITER 
NICK PARK

Nick was born in Preston, Lancashire. As a boy, Nick 
loved drawing, especially cartoons as he was a huge 
fan of the The Beano comic. He would use his 
mother’s home movie camera to record his early 
films; his childhood interest in film-making continued, 
leading Nick to study animation at the National Film 
and Television School in Buckinghamshire. It was 
during his time here that Nick created the characters 
that would develop into Wallace and Gromit. Nick 
created a bald inventor and his intelligent dog 
assistant for his graduation project, and used 
traditional stop-motion techniques to bring his 
characters to life. However, the labour-intensive 
nature of creating an animation in this way meant 
that Nick’s film wasn’t complete when he finished his 
film course.

Nick invited Aardman's Peter Lord and David 
Sproxton to the National Film and Television School 
as guest speakers, having seen their animated films 
and Morph on television. At the time Nick was 
making his graduation film, which was to become the 
much loved "A Grand Day Out". Peter and David, 
who had only recently established Aardman, 
mentioned they were on the lookout for an animator 
to come and help with various projects, and Nick 
ended up visiting Bristol for 2 summers to help them 
mostly with their work for BBC TV. Nick first worked 
on prop-making for Morph, Aardman’s lovable 
terracotta hero! He then moved onto animating 
Morph the following summer and later joined 
Aardman full time in 1985 to work on various other 
projects including a Channel Four funded short 
called Babylon, and the multi award-winning video 
for the track 'Sledgehammer' by Peter Gabriel.



The Aardman team then to helped Nick complete his 
graduation film and later embarked on the "Lip Sync" 
series of 5 minute films for Channel Four. Nick took 
on one of these films and created "Creature 
Comforts". By the time both films were finished it was 
1989 and both "A Grand Day Out" and "Creature 
Comforts" got Oscar® nominations in the short 
animated film category. Creature Comforts took the 
award at the 1990 ceremony and Nick started on his 
collection of the gilded statuettes, adding to it 
regularly over the next few years.

One of the most frequently asked questions to Nick is 
where he got the inspiration for Wallace and Gromit 
from. In Wallace’s case, this came from his own 
family: "After making the film it became very apparent 
that Wallace was incredibly like my dad in many 
ways, particularly because of his whole attitude to 
life. He’s naïve – not that my dad was naïve, but he 
had ideas and got on with them…." The visual look of 
Wallace was inspired by a postman Nick knew called 
Jerry; he was later renamed after a Labrador Nick 
encountered on a bus in Preston. Gromit, meanwhile, 
got his name after Nick heard his brother, an 
electrician, talking about ‘grommets’ – rings, or 
washers, used in the trade. Gromit’s intellectual, 
cultured character is perhaps a little inspired by the 
character Snowy from Tintin - Hergé's classic cartoon 
creation was a favourite of Nick’s when he was 
growing up.

With the release of subsequent Wallace and Gromit 
films, the public quickly took Nick Park’s creations to 
their hearts. The film industry was pretty impressed 
too, with Wallace and Gromit films winning three 
Oscars® to date! On the back of his Oscar® win for A 
Close Shave, interest in the man behind the Wallace 
and Gromit films really started to pick up, with Nick 
featuring in the Sunday broadsheets and tabloids. 



4Nick was also awarded a CBE 1996 and later that 
year flew out to New York to do some publicity for 
fans in the US. It was during this trip that the 
original Wallace and Gromit models from a Close 
Shave went missing during a mix up in a New York 
taxi! Thankfully Nick was eventually reunited with 
the models. On their flight back to the UK, Nick’s 
fellow passengers were assured by the captain 
that “We have Nick Park on board, and Wallace 
and Gromit are safely in the hold!” The whole plane 
gave Nick a hearty round of applause! Having built 
up a huge fan following and winning critical acclaim 
for his short films, it was a natural step for Nick to 
make his first foray in feature films, with the 
release of Chicken Run in 2000. With a central 
character voiced by none other than Mel Gibson 
and an imaginative storyline, Nick’s first cinematic 
release was a hit with both Aardman fans and film 
critics, winning a BAFTA for Best British Film.

Then, in 2005, the first full-length Wallace and 
Gromit film was released, entitled The Curse of the 
Were-Rabbit. Nick teamed up with writers Steve 
Box and Bob Baker for the film which took five 
years to complete. Shot entirely in Bristol, the plot 
fused some of Nick’s earlier story ideas and was 
originally intended to feature Wendolene from A 
Close Shave as the female lead. Gradually the 
story began to evolve – Lady Tottington was 
introduced as a love interest, the giant vegetable 
competition was invented and ‘Anti-Pesto’ was 
born. The Curse of the Were-Rabbit was number 
one at the box office worldwide for three weeks in 
a row and earned Nick another Oscar®...a fourth 
statuette to add to his trophy cabinet! 



Karey Kirkpatrick began his career as a screen and 
songwriter for Disney Animation where he penned 
"The Rescuers Down Under" and "James and the 
Giant Peach." With more than a dozen feature films 
produced, screenplay credits include "Chicken 
Run" (Golden Globe nomi-nee for Outstanding 
Comedy), "Charlotte's Web," "The Hitchhiker's Guide 
to the Galaxy," "The Spiderwick Chronicles" and 
"Over the Hedge," which he also co-directed. He 
directed the Paramount Pictures film "Imagine That" 
starring Eddie Murphy and co-produced, wrote and 
performed on the film's soundtrack. He recently 
directed the Warner Brothers animated musical 
"Smallfoot" for which he also co-wrote the 
screenplay and the songs (with brother Wayne). He 
has won a number of Tony, Oscar and Grammy 
awards and that number is zero. Other credits: 
husband of Nada, father of Sami, Maia and Finn. 
(mtishows.com)

MEET SCREENWRITER KAREY 
KIRKPATRICK



Character Bios

Ginger
Ginger is the unofficial leader of the chickens, who is 
determined to escape and free her fellow chickens.

Rocky
Rocky is an American rooster on the run from the circus.

Fowler
Fowler is a grumpy old cockerel who always goes on 
about his time in the Royal Air Force.



Babs
Babs is dim-witted but cheerful chicken constantly 
seen knitting.

Bunty
Bunty is a cynical chicken who doubts Ginger's plans.

Mac
Mac is a Scottish chicken who is Ginger's right hand.



Mrs. Tweedy
Mrs. Tweedy is the cruel owner and "warden" of the 
chicken farm.

Mr. Tweedy
Mr. Tweedy is the long-suffering husband of Mrs Tweedy 
who is convinced (and correct) that the chickens are 
organized.

Nick & Fetcher 
Nick and Fletcher are a pair of enterprising rats who 
supply the chickens with equipment.



Voice Actor Biographies

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 

Julia Sawalha- Ginger (voice) 
Famous for her performance as the mousy daughter Saffron on the 
popular comedy series "Absolutely Fabulous" (BBC, 1992-2012), 
Julia Sawalha had a chameleon like ability to slip into seemingly any 
role. As the daughter of a British mother and a Jordanian father-actor 
Nadim Sawalha-Sawalha attended the Italia Conti Academy of 
Theatre Arts before beginning her career on screen with a small, 
non-speaking role in an episode of the series "Keep It in the 
Family" (ITV, 1980-83). Before long, she was making memorable 
appearances on shows like "Inspector Morse" (ITV, 1987-2000) and 
starring on the early Steven Moffat series "Press Gang" (ITV, 
1989-1993). Then in 1992, Sawalha joined the cast of the outrageous 
comedy series "Absolutely Fabulous," a show that would become 
such a sensation that Sawalha found herself etched into popular 
culture for seemingly the rest of her career. The show would run from 
1992 to 1996, and was then revived for three more seasons 
beginning in 2001. In the meantime, Sawalha participated in many 
more projects, notably playing Lydia Bennet for the popular 1995 
miniseries adaptation of Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice" (BBC, 
1995) and starring on the series "Faith in the Future" (ITV, 
1995-1998) and "Time Gentlemen Please" (BSkyB, 2000-2002). After 
starring in the chilling "Remember Me" (BBC, 2014), she then 
reprised the role of Saffron for the much anticipated "Absolutely 
Fabulous: The Movie" (2016). (tcm.com)

Mel Gibson- Rocky (voice)
Mel Gibson (born in Peekskill, New York January 3, 1956) moved to 
Sydney, Australia at age 12, worked with Australian directors George 
Miller in "Mad Max" (1979), and sequels The Road Warrior (1981), 
Beyond Thunderdome (1985), Peter Weir in "Gallipoli" (1981) and 
"The Year of Living Dangerously" (1982) with Sigourney Weaver, 
Gillian Armstrong in "Mrs. Soffel" (1984) with Diane Keaton, Roger 
Donaldson in "The Bounty" (1984) with Anthony Hopkins. He acted 
with Danny Glover in 4 "Lethal Weapon" movies (1987, 1989, 1992, 
1998) directed by Richard Donner. He starred in "Tequila Sunrise" by 
Robert Towne, "Hamlet" (1990) by Franco Zeffirelli, "Air 
America" (1992) by Roger Spottiswoode with Robert Downey Jr., 
"Maverick" (1994) with Jodie Foster, "Ransom" (1996) by Ron 
Howard, "The Patriot" (2000) by Roland Emmerich, "What Women 
Want" (20020) by Nancy Myers with Helen Hunt, "We Were 
Soldiers" (2002) by Randall Wallace, "Signs" (2002) by M. Night 
Shyamalan, "The Beaver" (2011) directed by Jodie Foster. Gibson 
directed and starred in "The Man Without A Face" (1993), 
"Braveheart" (1995), directed and produced "The Passion of the 
Christ" (2004), "Apocalypto" (2006), "Hackshaw Ridge" (2016) a 
World War II drama starring Andrew Garfield. (goldenglobes.com)



Miranda Richardson- Mrs. Tweedy (voice)
Miranda Richardson is an accomplished stage, film and television 
actress with a prodigious range. Her performances have been 
widely met with critical acclaim and award nominations. Miranda 
trained at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. She made her first 
impression on film audiences in Mike Newell’s "Dance with a 
Stranger." Her first US production was Steven Spielberg’s "Empire 
of the Sun." In 1992 Miranda’s performances in "The Crying Game," 
directed by Neil Jordan, "Enchanted April," directed by Mike Newell 
and "Damage" directed by Louis Malle, garnered her the New York 
Critics Circle Award for Best Supporting Actress of the year. 
Miranda won the Best Supporting Actress award for her role in 
"Damage" at the BAFTAs in 1993 and two Golden Globe awards for 
Best Actress (1993) and Best Supporting Actress in a Series (1995) 
for "Enchanted April" and "Fatherland," respectively. In total, she 
has been nominated for seven BAFTAs (for her roles in "After 
Pilkington" (1988), "The Crying Game" (1993), "Tom & Viv" (1994), 
"A Dance to the Music of Time" (1998), "The Lost Prince" (2004) 
and "Made in Dagenham" (2011) and seven Golden Globes (for her 
roles in "DAMAGE" (1993), "Tom & Viv" (1994), "Merlin" (1999), 
"The Big Brass Ring" (2000) and "The Lost Prince" (2005). Miranda 
has received two Academy Award nominations for Best Supporting 
Actress (1993) for "Damage" and Best Actress (1995) for her 
portrayal of Vivienne Haigh-Wood, the wife of poet T S Eliot, in 
"Tom & Viv." Miranda was nominated at the 1988 Olivier Awards in 
the Best Actress category for "A Lie of the Mind." Miranda is also 
well known for her role as Queen Elizabeth I, aka Queenie, in the 
British television comedy, "Blackkader." Additional high-profile 
supporting roles include; Lady Mary Van Tassel in "Sleepy Hollow," 
the voice of Mrs Tweedy in the Aardman animation "Chicken Run," 
Vanessa Bell in "The Hours" and Rita Skeeter, the toxic Daily 
Prophet journalist in "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire" and Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1."

In 2017, Miranda starred in "Stronger" alongside Jake Gyllenhaal. 
"Stronger" is an inspiring true story of tragedy and rebirth after two 
peoples’ lives are forever altered by a terrifying act of violence... 
"Stronger" screened at both the Toronto International Film Festival 
and London Film Festival in 2017. Last year, Miranda was seen in 
ITV’s brand new six-part drama "Girlfriends" ... "Girlfriends" has 
been nominated for the Drama Series Award at the National 
Television Awards 2019. Miranda will next be seen in Neil Gaiman's 
TV adaptation of "Good Omens," based on the beloved cult novel 
he wrote with Terry Pratchett. Miranda will star alongside David 
Tennant and Michael Sheen...Miranda has also joined the cast of 
Sky’s "Curfew" starring Sean Bean and Robert Glenister. The series 
follows group of amateur drivers from all over the world who  
compete in an illegal night-time street race. CURFEW will air in 



February. It was recently announced that Miranda has joined the 
cast of "RAMS" ...Miranda is very focused on raising awareness 
for animal welfare, both for domestic and wild animals. She is 
also keen to promote the importance of biodiversity within our 
ecosystems. Miranda is a trustee for the International Centre for 
Birds of Prey (ICBP). She is also an ambassador for the Whitley 
Fund for Nature (WFN), which aims to support outstanding 
nature conservationists around the world, and for the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF), a charity that works to stabilise and 
increase populations of many of the world’s most iconic and 
threatened species. Miranda has also worked with Blue Cross, 
Battersea Dogs and Cats Home, The Galapagos Conservation 
Trust (GCT), Brooke, an international animal welfare charity 
dedicated to improving the lives of working horses, donkeys and 
mules, and World Animal Protection (WAP). (wwf.org.uk)

Timothy Spall- Nick (voice)
Timothy Spall OBE is one of Britain’s best-loved and most 
talented character actors. He received wide acclaim for his role 
as ‘J.M.W Turner’ in Mike Leigh’s Mr. Turner (2014), for which he 
won seven international awards, including the Cannes Film 
Festival Best Actor Award. He trained at the National Youth 
Theatre and RADA, and began his acting career in the theatre, 
with seasons at Birmingham Rep and the RSC. Recently, 
Timothy returned to the stage in the most lauded "The Caretaker" 
at The Old Vic. Timothy is perhaps best known for his role as 
‘Peter Pettigrew’ in the "Harry Potter" film series, and his diverse 
film work includes: "The King’s Speech," "The Damned United," 
"Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street," 
"Pierrepoint," "All Or Nothing," "Lucky Break," "Topsy Turvy," and 
"Secrets and Lies." TV credits include: "Fungus the Bogeyman," 
"The Enfield Haunting," "Blandings," "The Syndicate," "The 
Fattest Man In Britain, Oliver Twist, The Street, Bodily Harm, Auf 
Wiedersehen Pet," "Perfect Strangers," "Shooting the Past," "Our 
Mutual Friend," and his own documentary "Timothy Spall: 
Somewhere at Sea." Other recent screen credits include: Sally 
Potter’s "The Party," Phillip K. Dick’s "Electric Dreams" for 
Channel 4, "Hatton Garden" for ITV, "Denial" with Rachel Weisz 
and Tom Wilkinson, Nick Hamm’s "The Journey" and "Finding 
your Feet" with Imelda Staunton and Celia Imrie. Upcoming 
releases include the films "Mrs. Lowry and Son," "The 
Corrupted," and "The Changeover," as well as the series 
"Summer of Rockets" from Stephen Poliakoff for the BBC, in 
which he leads a cast that includes Toby Jones and Keeley 
Hawes. (press.epix.com)



Phil Daniels- Fetcher (voice)
He was born in King's Cross, London, on 25 October 1958 into a 
working-class family. At 13, he joined an after-school drama club 
run by the legendary teacher Anna Scher who taught techniques 
based on free improvisation. He landed his first role soon after as a 
street urchin in a BBC version of Verdi's Falstaff, and was getting 
regular acting work by the time he was 16. Daniels' first significant 
appearance was as a Borstal boy in Alan Clarke's television movie 
"Scum" (BBC, 1977), a character which he reprised in the director's 
1979 cinema re-make. That year he also landed a signature role, 
as a charismatic Mod in "Quadrophenia," Franc Roddam's iconic 
film about Sixties teenage subcultures. In "Breaking Glass" (d. 
Brian Gibson, 1980), Daniels was the hustling boyfriend of a punk 
rocker who sells out in the early days of the Thatcherite counter-
revolution. He was also developing his own musical career, which 
would cross over intermittently into his acting work, with the new 
wave band The Cross. One of his best parts, as a sardonic 
layabout, was in "Meantime" (Channel 4, tx. 1/12/1983), Mike 
Leigh's blistering portrait of underclass life. Daniels worked with 
Clarke again as a cocky snooker player in the offbeat musical "Billy 
the Kid and the Green Baize Vampire" (1985) and was Mr. 
Pickwick's servant Sam Weller in "The Pickwick Papers" (BBC, 
1985). As screen roles dried up, he stepped up his stage work, 
touring with the Royal Shakespeare Company in 1987 and 
appearing over the next decade in West End plays such as Doug 
Lucie's "The Green Man." 

In 1994, he narrated the lyrics for Blur's award-winning Britpop 
anthem "Parklife." On screen, Daniel appeared in "Still Crazy" (d. 
Brian Gibson, 1998), about a band of ageing rockers, voiced a 
crafty rat in the animated film "Chicken Run" (d. Peter Lord, Nick 
Park, 2000) and was one of the eponymous "Nasty Neighbours
 in Debbie Isitt's 2000 film comedy. In recent years, his highest 
profile has been on television: as a creepy 1960s crooner in "Sex, 
Chips and Roll'n'Roll" (BBC, 1999), a bulimic restaurant critic in 
Tony Marchant's acclaimed mini-series "Holding On" (BBC, 
1997)...and a cynical lawyer in "Outlaws" (BBC, 2004). In 2006 he 
joined the BBC soap opera "EastEnders" as the struggling single 
father Kevin Wicks until the character was killed off in a car crash 
at the end of 2007. In "Rock & Chips" (BBC, 2010), a prequel to 
"Only Fools and Horses" (BBC, 1981-96), Daniels portrayed Ted 
Trotter, Del Boy's grandfather. He returned to the role for two more 
specials (2010-2011). In 2010 he published his autobiography, 
"Phil Daniels, Class Actor," and filmed "Vinyl" (d. Sara Sugarman), 
playing a character based on The Alarm's frontman Mike Peters. 
(screenonline.org.uk) A few of Daniels' most recent works include 
"Vinyl" (2012), "This House" (2013), "Moonfleet" (2013), "The 
Hatton Garden Jo" ( 2017), "Access All Areas" (2017), 
"Endeavour" (2018), "Sliced " (2019) and most recently "The 
Mallorca Files " in 2021.



Lynn Ferguson- Mac (voice)
Scottish writer / performer Lynn Ferguson is a self-confessed 
entertainment mongrel. After gaining her Bachelor’s degree from the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Lynn performed in all manner of 
places, from hosting her own stand-up comedy club in London, 
playing generally slightly psychopathic characters on TV, to the 
being lead in a Brecht’s “Good Woman of Setzuan” at the Royal 
National Theatre, picking up a Stage Award for acting and two 
further nomination, and a Fringe First award at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival along the way. As a writer, she’s constructed theatre 
pieces, several solo shows, the odd documentary, and three series 
of her own sitcom for the BBC Radio 4, and several afternoon plays. 
Moving to LA in 2008, with her husband and two sons, she was a 
staff writer on Peabody Winning, "The Late Late Show" and a script 
consultant with Pixar for the Oscar Winning Movie, "Brave." She has 
also regularly hosted and told stories for "The Moth" throughout the 
US and helped take this successful NPR broadcast show to the UK 
and Ireland. Her story, “Before Fergus” is included in The Moth’s 
latest New York Times bestseller, “Occasional Magic”. Though this 
makes her sound mightily impressive, Lynn contents herself in the 
knowledge that it’s likely she will always be best known as the voice 
of a plasticine chicken (Mac) in the movie "Chicken Run." 
(pbjmanagement.co.uk)

Jane Horrocks- Babs (voice)
Jane Horrocks is a British actress, voice artist, singer and musician. 
She is widely recognised for playing the role of Bubble in the 
critically acclaimed BBC sitcom Absolutely Fabulous, starring 
alongside Jennifer Saunders and Joanna Lumley. Horrocks career 
has seen her decorated with several prestigious awards, including 
the Olivier Award for Best Actress for her role in "The Rise and Fall 
of Little Voice" and a Golden Globe award for "Little Voice," along 
with numerous BAFTA nominations. Horrocks has received critical 
acclaim for her voiceovers and acting pursuits, she has starred in 
films such as "Chicken Run," "The Witches," "Corpse Bride," 
"Christmas Carol: The Movie," amongst others. Horrocks career 
started at the Royal Shakespeare Company, before being noticed 
for her performance in the film "Life Is Sweet." She has appeared in 
several stage productions, notably "Ask for the Moon," "Sweet 
Panic" and Richard Jones’ critically acclaimed "The Good Soul of 
Szechuan," performed at the Young Vic. Horrocks has appeared in 
many commercials for Tesco and is recognised for her leading role 
in the BBC television drama "Gracie!," which was positively 
received. In 2014, Horrocks appeared in the celebrity version of 
"The Great British Bake Off" in aid of Sports Relief. She was also 
featured in an episode of "Who Do You Think You Are?" In 2006. 
Horrocks has enjoyed a long and fruitful acting career and 
continues to make her name, set to star in "Chicken Run 
2." (mn2s.com)



 TRIVIA

• "Chicken Run" is credited with helping create the category of Best Animated Feature. 
DreamWorks missed out on the Academy Awards with "Chicken Run," but a year later, 
"Shrek" would win the first Oscar in the new category.

• From a young age, Nick Park enjoyed drawing cartoons. When he started to get older, 
he decided to attend Sheffield Hallam University and eventually found himself at the 
National Film and Television School. There, Aardman Animations discovered him 
when he was working on "A Grand Day Out," and Park has been a part of their 
animation team ever since.

• Nick Park and Peter Lord have both made a career for themselves with stop-motion 
animation. Lord is the co-founder of Aardman Animations and he co-directed "Chicken 
Run" with Park. The pair also wrote the original script together, which they wrote at a 
bed and breakfast in Wensleydale, UK.

• Wensleydale is famous for their cheese, which coincidentally, "Wallace & Gromit" 
helped popularize. Before Wallace announced that Wensleydale was his favorite type 
of cheese, the Wensleydale Creamery almost went out of business. However, after 
"Wallace & Gromit" became popular, their sales skyrocketed.

• One of the animators was also a taekwondo instructor, which he was able to include in 
the film. When the chickens and hens are training for their escape, they have a 
workout routine which includes taekwondo moves. (screenrant.com)



CRITICAL ACCLAIM

"This first feature by Nick Park and Peter Lord, the team that brought you 
Wallace and Gromit, is a diabolically witty piece of work, a haymaker." - Slate

"It is not only an amazing technical accomplishment, it's also the wittiest and 
best-voiced animated movie to come along in years." - New York Post

"The level of invention on display, from the vividly detailed models and 
figurines to the gallery of memorable supporting characters, is astonishing at 
any length." - AV Club

"Fab animation from Wallace and Gromit creator." - Common Sense Media

"Funny in eggs-ecution and fabulous in design." - Toronto Star

"A movie both hilarious and sometimes heart-stoppingly exciting." - Chicago 
Tribune

"A delightful, perceptive, funny, detail-perfect fable." - Entertainment Weekly



1 ) The chicken, Gallus gallus domesticus, is a domestic subspecies of the 
red junglefowl, a member of the pheasant family that is native to Asia. 
Genetic studies have found that the grey junglefowl also contributed to the 
chicken’s evolution.

2 ) This bird was probably first domesticated for the purpose of cockfights, 
not as food.

3 ) Chickens aren’t completely flightless—they can get airborne enough to 
make it over a fence or into a tree.

4 ) These birds are omnivores. They’ll eat seeds and insects but also larger 
prey like small mice and lizards.

5 ) With 25 billion chickens in the world, there are more of them than any 
other bird species.

6 ) There are dozens of chicken breeds, such as the Dutch bantam, leghorn 
and Rhode Island red.

CHICKEN FUN FACTS



7 ) Baby chickens are chicks. Female chickens are pullets until they’re old 
enough to lay eggs and become hens. Male chickens are called roosters, 
cocks or cockerels, depending on the country you’re in.

8 ) A rooster announces to a flock of chickens that he’s found food with a 
“took, took, took.” But the hens don’t pay attention if they already know that 
there is food around.

9 ) Roosters perform a little dance called ‘tidbitting’ in which they make 
sounds (food calls) and move their head up and down, picking up and 
dropping a bit of food. Researchers have found that females prefer males 
that often perform tidbitting and have larger, brighter combs on top of their 
heads. (smithsonianmag.com)



ACTIVITIES





















Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 



The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  

.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 



Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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