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Learning Objectives:

 Better understanding of what Neuropsychology is and how it can be 
useful to school professionals

 What are the major areas assessed and how do the results lead to 
specific school recommendations

 What makes an appropriate referral for an evaluation and what 
information would be helpful for the clinician

A Bit About Me
 Where I come from:

 Educated in a Jewish day school through middle school and attended yeshiva for most of high school

 Gap year in Yeshiva in Israel

 Undergraduate degree from University of Maryland in Psychology and Human Development

 Doctoral Degree from The Chicago School of Professional Psychology with specialization in Child and Adolescent Psychology 

 Training:

 United Stand Center for Inclusive Education

 The Pediatric Developmental Center at Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center

 Umass Memorial Medical Center – Community Healthlink Youth and Family Services – APA accredited pre-doctoral internship

 Rush University Medical Center – Rush Neurobehavioral Center – two-year fellowship in pediatric neuropsychology

 Current Practice:

 Rush Neurobehavioral Center – Clinical Neuropsychologist – 3 years

 Provide comprehensive assessments of developmental, learning, emotional, and behavioral challenges. Provide supervision for doctoral 
students training in neuropsychology.

 Program development for providing assessment for children in the Jewish day school system.

 Rush Craniofacial Center – Clinical Neuropsychologist

 Multidisciplinary assessment clinic assessing for academic, social, and emotional challenges of children with craniofacial disorders.
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What Is Clinical Neuropsychology? 

 Clinical Neuropsychology is a specialty field within clinical psychology dedicated 
to understanding the relationships between brain and behavior, particularly as 
these relationships can be applied to the diagnosis of brain disorders, assessment 
of cognitive and behavioral functioning, and the design of effective treatment. 

 Evaluations are specifically to help understand how the different areas and 
systems of the brain are working and what can be done to improve functioning 
overall. 

 The job of a neuropsychologist is to determine current functioning and provide a 
greater understanding as to the underlying causes. A greater understanding of 
where the challenges are coming from can help develop targeted interventions 
to help a child in the specific areas of need while also identifying areas of 
strength. 

What Does The Evaluation Look Like?
 We assess for functioning across a variety of domains including:

 Cognitive

 Academic

 Language

 Learning and Memory

 Visual-motor skills

 Executive Functioning

 Social and Emotional

 The child typically spends between three to eight hours, depending on his or her age, completing a variety 
of activities geared to assess functioning across relevant domains

 The Process:

 Intake with parents

 Testing with child

 Gathering and reviewing outside information – parent and teacher reports, treatment notes, etc.

 Scoring and report writing

 Feedback with parents

 School Meeting 

How Can Neuropsychological Assessment 
Enhance My Understanding of a Student?
 Learn about the underlying functional deficits that are impacting 

the student

 Identify which challenge to prioritize for intervention

 Identify what modifications can be done in the school to help the 
child access the material more efficiently

 Identifying other underlying processes that are contributing to 
deficits
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My student is just not getting It! My student 
doesn’t have a lot going on up there!

 Cognitive Domain

 The ability to problem solve, think rationally but 
also abstractly, adapt to circumstances, act in a 
goal directed manner, reason, learn, and 
comprehend.

 This domain helps us to better understand 
abstract and concrete reasoning skills and how a 
child takes in and manipulates information. This 
measure can also assess for challenges with 
processing speed and how efficiently a child can 
complete simple tasks.

 Academic Impact of Cognitive Delays

 Slowed processing speed – increased time on task

 Slowed reasoning and problem-solving skills

 Poor adaptive functioning

 Social skills challenges.

 Diagnoses that relate to the cognitive domain:

 Intellectual Disability

 Slowed Cognitive Tempo

 Autism Spectrum Disorder (in some cases)

 Gifted profile/Twice Exceptional Profile

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for these 
challenges can include:

 Extended time and/or stop-the-clock breaks on 
timed tests and assignments

 Decreasing academic workload. 

 Small group or individual instruction

 Breaking down tasks into manageable chunks

 Providing for breaks to help with work fatigue.

 Focus on accuracy over speed.

My student is always last to complete 
anything!

 Processing Speed Domain

 Processing speed refers to a child’s ability to 
engage in simple tasks efficiently and 
accurately. This is particularly evident on 
timed tasks.

 Academic impact of Processing Speed 
Challenges

 Slow to complete work

 Inability to keep up with the pace of the class

 Difficulty with gathering up material in time 
for the next activity.

 Significant difficulty with timed tasks

 Diagnoses that relate to the cognitive domain

 Slowed Cognitive Tempo

 Developmental Disabilities

 Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD)

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for 
these challenges can include:

 Decreased workload

 Extended time

 Stop-the-clock breaks

 Competing against his/her own time

 Repetition of new and complex materials 
presented in different ways. 

 Forecasting transitions

My student just can’t keep up with the 
material!

 Academic Domain

 The ability to learn and grow 
academic skills such as reading, 
mathematics, written expression, 
and apply them to the variety of 
academic subjects taught in 
school. 

 Academic Impact of Academic Deficits

 Failing classes

 Unable to keep up with grade level 
expectations. 

 Held back a grade

 Unable to read or write

 Diagnoses related to Academic Deficits

 Specific Learning Disorder with impairment in reading 
(Dyslexia)

 Specific Learning Disorder with impairment in 
mathematics (Dyscalculia)

 Specific Learning Disorder with impairment in Written 
Expression (Dysgraphia)

 Language Disorder

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for these 
challenges can include:

 Pull out services to address specific areas of academic 
challenge

 Access to reading material ahead of time for students 
to practice at home

 Preparing student ahead of time before they complete 
a task publicly (allowing practice before having a 
student read in front of the class)

 Access to a calculator

 Allowing student to use a Gemara with vowels

 Positive reinforcement for effort and skill growth

 Small group instruction

 Consultation with a learning specialist/tutor to ensure 
appropriate work expectations
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My student is always forgetting the 
material!

 Learning and Memory Domain

 The ability to take in information, hold it in a 
memory space, and encode it into longer term 
memory for later retrieval

 In children, a true memory deficit is extremely rare 
without an accompanying medical condition such 
as epilepsy, traumatic brain injury, or pediatric 
cancer

 Oftentimes when children present as having 
“memory problems,” it is often a result of 
something other then a true memory deficit such 
as attention challenges, academic deficits, or other 
challenges that impact encoding abilities

 Academic Impact of Learning and Memory 
Deficits

 Inability to retain learned knowledge

 Inability to encode new information despite 
repetition or mode of instruction

 Inability to retrieve information they previously 
demonstrated mastery over

 Diagnoses that relate to the learning and 
memory domain

 Multiple medical diagnoses

 ADHD

 Learning disabilities

 Language disorder

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for these 
challenges can include:

 Provide multisensory instruction – present 
information verbally, written, visually, 
motorically etc. 

 Provide periodic check-ins with the students to 
ensure they are attending and following task 
instructions

 Consistent communication with families to track 
assignments and material

 Executive functioning strategies such 
organizational systems and color coding can help 
as well

My student never pays attention when he or 
she is supposed to! My student is always 
looking out the window! My student is never 
in his or her seat!
 Attention and Concentration Domain

 The ability to regulate and sustain attention to a 
specific task or activity over longer periods of time 
and recognize when distracted in order to return 
attention to the specific task on hand

 Attention is integral to memory and if a child is not 
attending to the material, then the material 
cannot be encoded into memory

 Academic impact of Attention Deficits

 Difficulty attending to class material

 Increased chance of developing disruptive behavior

 Easily distracted from material, fidgety, in and out 
of their seat

 Inability to wait to be called on to answer a 
question – blurting out answers

 Missing information – if a child is not attending, 
he/she is not encoding the information into 
memory

 Missing directions – may complete work incorrectly

 Diagnoses that relate to the attention and 
concentration domain

 ADHD 

 Inattentive, hyperactive/impulsive/combined

 Executive Function Disorder

 Various Medical Disorders

 Anxiety, Depression, and other mood disorders

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for these 
challenges can include:

 Sensory diet

 Medication

 Adaptive seating/preferential seating

 Regularly scheduled breaks

 Positive reinforcement strategies

 Multi-modal instruction

 Highlighting relevant passages or directions

 Increased structure and visual supports

My student can’t find the right words!
My student answers questions but it’s not the 
question that I asked!
 Language Domain

 The ability to effectively communicate in a 
familiar language in order to express wants, 
needs, and ideas (expressive language); 
understand what is spoken in order to respond 
effectively and appropriately (receptive 
language); and use language to communicate 
for the purpose of socialization (social 
pragmatics). 

 Academic Impact of Language Deficits

 Delayed reading skills

 High likelihood of reading and writing disorder

 Social challenges

 Difficulty with emotional and behavioral 
regulation

 Diagnoses that relate to the language domain

 Language disorder

 ADHD

 Autism or developmental delay

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for 
these challenges can include:

 Pull out speech therapy

 Alternative and Augmentative 
Communication Devices (AAC)

 Use of visual supports

 Repetition of instructions

 Multi-modal instruction

 Attention checks – make sure student is 
attending and looking at you before 
providing instruction.

 Asking student to repeat instructions. 
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My student loses everything!
My student is always forgetting their 
assignments!
 Executive Functioning Domain

 Executive functioning refers to the ability to 
plan and organize, multitask, follow multi-step 
directions, attend to the correct information, 
inhibit behaviors, control emotions, adapt to 
unexpected changes, and problem-solve

 Academic Impact of Executive Functioning 
Deficits

 Disruptive behaviors in the classroom

 Extremely disorganized – locker or desk is 
always a giant mess

 Forgetting or losing supplies

 Forgetting assignments, books, or forms at 
school or home

 Forgetting to turn in assignments

 Difficulty breaking down long term projects in 
order to complete the project on time

 Highly reactive to social conflict

 Emotional dysregulation – cries easily, lashes 
out, irritable, easily frustrated

 Diagnoses that relate to the executive function 
domain

 ADHD

 Executive Functioning Disorder

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for 
these challenges can include:

 Class wide organizational system

 Assignment notebooks

 Color coding notebooks and folders

 A place for everything and everything in 
its place

 Graph paper for writing and math tasks

My student doesn’t play with others in the 
class!
My student is always in other kids’ spaces and 
the other kids don’t like it!
 Social-Emotional Domain

 The ability to recognize, label, and regulate 
positive and negative emotions, as well as be able 
to interact appropriately with same aged peers in 
developmentally appropriate activities

 Academic Impact of Social-Emotional Challenges

 Bullying or other forms of peer aggression in school

 Social isolation

 Inability to cooperate, wants to always tell others 
what to do

 Does not ask for help when needed and falls behind 
or completes work incorrectly

 Excessive emotionality – cries easily, is easily 
triggered

 Diagnoses that relate to the social emotional 
domain

 Anxiety, depression, and other mood disorders

 ADHD

 Autism/Aspergers*

 Social Pragmatic Communication Disorder

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for these 
challenges can include:

 Check-ins with a school mental health provider

 Calm down corner (for younger aged kids)

 Emotional labeling and language throughout the 
classroom

 Stop Think Act Review (STAR), Second Step, or 
other formal emotional thinking program

 Identifying potential triggers and helping 
child/ren through using coping skills

 Take deep breaths

 10 second Muscle relaxation exercise

 Ask for a break

My student is out of control! My student 
never listens to me! My student is a 
nightmare!
 Behavior Domain

 A child’s activities in response to internal or external 
stimuli results in an observable action

 Academic Impact of Behavioral challenges

 Disruptive in the classroom

 Unable to stay seated

 Always in other’s faces

 Bullying/school aggression

 Talking back/Chutzpadik

 Spends more time in the principal's office then learning 
in the classroom

 Diagnoses that relate to behavioral challenges

 ADHD

 Oppositional Defiant Disorder/Conduct Disorder

 Autism Spectrum Disorder

 Language Disorder

 Executive Dysfunction

 What can I do in my classroom for this?

 Common supports and accommodations for these 
challenges can include:

 Positive reinforcement strategies such as behavior 
charts

 Frequent check-ins

 Consistent implementation of strategies across 
classrooms, home, and therapy

 Pull out services with school mental health provider

 Functional Behavior Analysis

 Why is the child behaving in such a fashion, what is 
he/she getting from that behavior

 ABCs of behavior – Antecedent, Behavior, 
Consequence

 Identifying replacement behaviors – what behavior 
would you want that student to have instead of the 
negative behavior
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What to Look For in the Classroom

 Obvious signs:

 Disruptive behavior

 Unable to sit still

 Frequent outbursts

 Aggression towards peers

 Social isolation

 Poor eye contact, unusual 
motor movements

 Failing grades

 Under-the-Radar Signs:

 Underperforming but not disruptive

 Sits nicely but zoned out

 Limited social interaction

 Always appears nervous, talks quietly 
when asked a question

 Slow to complete work

 Disorganized, constantly losing things

 Always being the last to get ready or 
leave the classroom

 Requires constant one-on-one 
support to gather their material or 
get started on a task

 Unsure if the child is learning or 
knows the material

What Would Be Helpful for Me to Know 
From a Child’s Teacher?

 A child is more than the sum of challenges. As the clinician, it is important for me 
to know about both areas of strength and areas of challenge in the classroom. 

 The most helpful areas for me know about are:

 Academic skills

 Behavioral functioning in the classroom

 Any supports that you have found helpful with the child

 What are your specific concerns about the child

 The parents and teachers know the children the best as they spend the most time 
with the children. I rely heavily on parent and teacher reports to help ensure that 
the data that I obtain through the evaluation is representative of the child as a 
whole. 

 I get a “snapshot” of a child’s abilities

How Do I Collect Information From 
Teachers?
 If I am evaluating one of your students, you are likely to receive an email with:

 A free response questionnaire that asks for your input and thoughts on the child’s strengths and challenges, as 
well as what support’s work and in what areas you may need additional support. 

 Rating scales: You may receive links for some or all of the below measures. Additional measures may be 
included based on the specific needs of the child. 

 BASC-3 - Behavior Assessment System for Children, Third Edition: This is a rating scale that asks specific questions 
across areas of functioning that include behavioral, attentional, mood and anxiety, and general skills. 

 Each question is answered as either Never, Sometimes, Often, or Always

 We are aware that not every question asked is directly related to the child being asked about. However, it is better to answer each 
question to the best of your ability. There are systems in place for scoring that account for some uncertainty. 

 BRIEF-2- Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Function, Second Edition: This rating scale asks specific questions 
related directly to areas of executive functioning such as task initiation, organizational skills, emotional 
regulation, transition skills and more. 

 Each question is answered as either Never, Sometimes, or Often. 

 ABAS-3/Vineland-3: One of these measures may be sent out if there are concerns related to daily functioning and 
help us better assess for a child’s ability to engage in day-to-day tasks such as cleaning up after themselves, 
community safety, and social skills. 

 We understand that these measures take time to complete and that they can be lengthy and 
seemingly repetitive. However, we are greatly appreciative of your time as we value your input 
about the child and use it to help create a comprehensive picture of each child we evaluate. 
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How Do You Refer a Child for an 
Evaluation?

 If you have a child who you feel is struggling and would benefit from additional support, please 
reach out. While teachers cannot directly refer children, many schools have systems in place to 
identify students in need and begin the process of identifying the need for an evaluation. 

 I am happy to consult with teachers or other school professionals to help navigate the referral 
process or to determine the need for an evaluation. 

 If families reach out to you or the school for resources for an evaluation or you have identified the 
family as in need of an evaluation:

 Insurance:

 If parents are open to an evaluation, the school can provide my name and contact information and the parents can 
reach out to begin the scheduling process. 

 If the family is in financial need or has Medicaid insurance:

 Many Chicago area schools are participating in a fund set up by the Chicago Chesed Fund to help manage the cost 
of the evaluation. 

 Each participating school has a process in place and a direct contact person that knows the procedures and can 
begin the referral process.

 No matter what, it is better to reach out and discuss your concerns.

Questions/Comments?

Contact information:
Meir Hauser, Psy.D.
Rush Neurobehavioral Center
4711 Golf Rd. 
Suite 1100
Skokie Il, 60076
meir_hauser@rush.edu
www.rnbc.org

Referrals and scheduling*:

Contact our front desk staff at 847-933-9339

Chesed Fund program: Please coordinate with your school student services 
department.

*we currently accept most commercial insurance. Medicaid and Medicare plans are not accepted for assessments at this time. 
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