
Sorors,

It is with great pleasure that I bring 
you words of greeting for this 
addition of our newsletter. 

As we are nearing the close of the 
2018-2019 Sorority year, I would 

like to applaud and thank each of you for your support 
and dedication to Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. and 
Iota Epsilon Sigma that play an integral part in the Chapter 
accomplishing a majority of the goals that we set at 
the beginning of the year. Each of your hard work and 
contributions to the planning and implementation of our 
programs and events during the course of this Sorority year 
was greatly appreciated. I am proud to announce that we 
successful presented events for all our National programs 
and make donations to support our National partnerships 
with St. Jude and March of Dimes which helped our Chapter 
be the alumnae chapter winner of the 2019 Hattie Mae 
Redford Award. MISSION ACCOMPLISHED AND JOB WELL 
DONE!!!

We are proud and delighted to welcome the Fall 2018 
TORCH- Class Golden Dynasty and the Spring 2019 TORCH 
Class-Royal Opposites our newest members of Iota Epsilon 
Sigma Alumnae Chapter. These vibrant and vivacious ladies, 

in true Sigma spirit, bring enthusiasm and commitment to 
our Sorority and Chapter along with hard work and willing, 
open minds. They have already proven to be invaluable to 
the mission and the vision of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, 
Inc.

Our R3 efforts have been rewarded with the retention over 
90% of our current Chapter members and the reclamation 
of several Sorors thorough transfers and reactivation. 
Because of the increase in our Chapter’s membership we 
have achieved Pearl status and was awarded the 2019 
Membership Award at our Northeastern Region Conference. 
Also, thanks to our Membership Committee, who is still 
working to reclaim and recruit more! Also, we are making 
strides in technology with a fabulous new website to 
enable us to continue to reach out to our Sorors and our 
communities to assist in any way we can.

As we come to the end of the 2018-2019 Sorority, and 
enter the 2019-2020 year, we look forward to continuing 
to “Move to the Next Level in Sigma” and honor our 
commitment to Greater Service, Greater Progress!!!!

Sincerely,

Jackquline May
Basileus

Website:
IESigma1922.org

 

Social Media:
Facebook.com/IESigma1922

Twitter.com/IESigma1922
Instagram.com/IESigma1922

Mailing Address:
Iota Epsilon Sigma Chapter

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6901 

Woodbridge, VA 22195 
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Iota Epsilon Sigma kicked off the 
annual Youth Symposium on Satur-
day March 9 at the Dr. AJ Ferlazzo 
Building in Woodbridge, VA. 

The Youth Symposium is a nationally 
mandated program of Sigma Gam-
ma Rho that takes place the second 
Saturday of March to ensure youths 
in the community are educated and 
involved in certain topics. 

This year’s theme was “Mission Pos-

sible: A Safe Space for Our Youth”.  
During registration, each student 

was provided 
with an IES Youth 
Symposium tote 
bag that included 
gum, fruit snacks, 
a notepad, grano-
la bar and water 
bottle. As the day 
began, students 
recited the H3 
pledge and went to their respective 
workshops. 

IES provided the following work-
shops for students in middle school 
and high school, as well as parents:

• 13 Reasons (Mental health guid-
ance for high school students)

• Bullying (Middle school stu-
dents)

• Identifying Mental Health Issues 
in Youth & Resources (Parents)

• High School to College Transi-
tion (High school students & 
parents)

• Wee Savers Financial Planning 
(Middle school students) 

• Financial Planning (High school 
students)

• Vision Board Making 
• Self-Defense/Personal Safety

Workshop presenters ranged from 
chapter sorors, other D9 Greeks, 
Prince William County Police De-
partment and financial bankers.



 

Hosting...77th Annual Northeast Region Conference
Move over Amazon!  Crystal City, the 
future home of its next headquarters in 
Arlinlington, Virginia, was flooded by an 
overwhelming sea  of royal blue and gold 
April 25 – 28, 2019 as the site of the 77th 
Northeast Regional Conference where Iota 
Epsilon Sigma was honored to serve as the 
host chapter.

IES Basileus Jackquline May led an all-
hands on deck effort as preparations for 
got underway in summer, 2018.  Under 
the leadership of Soror Rae Belle, who 
served as the chapter’s liason with the 
region’s planning committee, sorors 
committed their time and talent organizing, 
painting, designing, and crafting for various 
conference activities including its scavenger 
hunt and awards banquet. 

In addition,  sorors prepared gift bags 
for the NER board and snack bags 
for conference attendees.  Gifts to 
International Grand Basilus and Syntatkes 

Gore were presented by Soror Jasmine 
Robinson-Cooper, on behalf of the chapter, 
during the chapter’s welcome remarks at 
the 1st plenary session.  

Several sorors also provided assistance 
with conference registration and manned 
the chapter’s raffle table where it was 
looking to raise money for the chapter 
book scholarship. Members of IES also 
coordinated the conference’s annual 
community service project, a partnership 
with a national not-for-profit group with 
a local chapter, Happy Period, assembling 
1000+ menstrual hyigene kits for women 
who are homeless, low income, and/or 
living in poverty. 

As the first NER Conference for the Fall 
18 and Spring 19 TORCH classes, a few of 
them shared their thoughts on this special 
occasion:

Soror Camilla Cryer (Fall 18) – “I enjoyed 
my first experience with Regionals. I 
was an alternate delegate, so having 
the opportunity to participate in the 
parliamentary process for the plenary 
hearings was truly a learning experience. 
Additionally, all of the presentations which 
followed were excellent and allowed me 
as a new member to learn the business of 
Sigma Gamma Rho. Finally, the fellowship 
with my sorors and my TORCH class was the 
best of all!” 

Soror Keshia Ellis (Fall 18) – “The regional 
conference was a great way to experience 
Sigma Gamma Rho on a broader scale. I 
especially enjoyed meeting Cultured Pearls 
and hearing about their journey to become 
members of Sigma Gamma Rho.”

Soror Shareem Annan (Spring 19) – “I 
had a great experience at the Northeast 
Regional Conference and I really enjoyed 
getting to know sorors from across the 
region. Working registration was fun and 
really helped me make connections. Also, 
attending the Helping Undergrads Succeed 
(HUGS) workshop was a great way to learn 
about the undergrad chapters and connect 
with them. The best part of the conference 
was bonding with the members of IES!”

Soror Sakina Blunt (Spring 19) – “I thought 
I was going to be in class/workshops ALL 
DAY LONG! But that wasn’t the case. We 
had a great deal of free time and I was 
happy about that because while I worked 
registration, I met so many sorors and 
actually enjoyed registration. My favorite 
part was Plenary because although there 

were time I felt lost, it was interesting to 
watch SGRho do Sigma Business (minus the 
stockings lol).” 

Soror Monique Lilakos (Spring 19) – “I 
enjoyed the conference. I attended the first 
day of plenary sessions and felt that I got 
a good sense of how the organization runs 
and the importance of having discussions 
about agenda items. It felt organized and 
made me feel proud to be a part of Sigma 
Gamma Rho.”

IES was recognized by the Region and its 
Awards & Recognition Committee for its 
efforts in service. First, as one of the top 10 
chapters to raise money for the March of 
Dimes;  as the recipient of the Membership 
Development award and finally; with the 
Hattie Redford Alumnae Chapter award for 
the best chapter display. 

Finally, IES always takes care of business, 
with delegates and alternates on hand to 
represent the chapter’s interests at plenary 
sessions. Several sorors also prepared 
and  sat for the partliamentarian exam 
and are now certified by the National 
Parliamentarian Association.

While an exhausting experience, the 
conference was wildly successful due in 
part to the dedicated Sorors of the Iota 
Epsilon Sigma Chapter.  As the host of the 
2020 Midwinter Meeting, the chapter is 
certainly up to the task!
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Rhoyal Opposites

Sisterhood, Scholarship & Service

INTRODUCING...

Rhoyal Opposites

Shareem Annan, 
Sherry McWilliams, 

Sakina Blunt & 
Monique Lilakos 

SPRING 2019  IES TORCH Class
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Interested in reactivating? Would you like to speak with a member of our Membership Committee? Contact Soror 
Jasmine Robinson-Cooper at: jasmine.robinson22@gmail.com or membership@iesigma1922.org.

Membership has its privileges...

Sorors, we would love to have you active with IES.  We want to help as many people in our communities 
as possible, and your involvement with IES will help us do just that! We’re waiting with open arms!   

Reactivating with IES offers many benefits including:

 Σ Leadership and personal development sessions 
throughout the Sorority Year 

 Σ Sisterhood of like-minded, talented and professional 
ladies who honor the meaning of My Sister’s Keeper 

 Σ Various opportunities to make a difference in the 
community 

IES understands that it is challenging balancing life so 
we offer multiple ways to make it easier:

 Σ By utilizing our online web conferencing solution, 
you don’t have to physically be at the chapter 
meeting in order to actively participate

 Σ As a chapter, we are very flexible with schedules 
and various levels of commitment

 Σ We offer flexible payments plans including easy 
online payment options

Congratulations to Charter Member & 
Life Member, Soror Tara Tinsley-Pelitere 
on her recent promotion as an SES 
(Senior Executive Service) at the Federal 
Reserve Board. 

Soror Pelitere is now serving as the 
Senior Associate Director & Chief 
Technology Officer in the Technology 
Service Branch in the Management 
Division. 

We’re so proud of Soror Pelitere and all 
of her accomplishments!

Welcome Home!

Soror Destinee’ 
Moragne

Soror Raven 
Moore

Soror Monica Womack & 
Soror Andrea Alvelais

Soror Giovanna 
Richardson

Soror Becky GastonSoror Taylor 
Graham


