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        By now you have received the latest Chispa and 
hopefully enjoyed our re-print of the 1930s era Majestic Tuolumne Coun-
ty promotional booklet. The production of this collector edition has been “on the 
back burner” with the Publication Committee for the past few years.  
 We had initially planned to print Majestic Tuolumne County as a separate publi-
cation and sell it along with the other books in our Museum store. Encouraging to 
learn was that the reprint process would produce a high quality copy of the original, 
clearly reproducing all of the vintage black-and-white photographs, and that the full-
color cover would turn out nice enough to frame. Then the design firm we had been 
working with closed up shop and the owner moved.  
 The project remained on hold until earlier this year, when the Publication Com-
mittee decided the best way to get this document into the hands of our membership 
was to produce it as an issue of Chispa.  
 Under the assumption that Majestic Tuolumne County might be of interest to 
people outside of our membership, a limited number of additional copies were print-
ed for retail sale. These collector issues come in a clear, re-sealable bag and sell for 
$7.50. Included in the bag is a coupon for a limited time SPECIAL OFFER of $10 
off a one-year membership (NEW or EXPIRED only) to the Historical Society. We 
think it makes a great Christmas gift as well as a nice way to welcome back folks 
who have been thinking about renewing an expired membership.  
 Majestic Tuolumne County is currently on sale at the Museum store (call ahead  
for an appointment—532-4227) and can also be purchased at Columbia Mercantile 
1855, Mountain Home Gifts, and the Visit Tuolumne County Information Center. 
 
          Chuck Holland 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Interested in becoming a TCHS Board member? We are looking for directors, 
and 1st and 2nd Vice President positions to be filled. If you are interested, please 
email your interest to info@tchistory.org. The 2022 Slate of Officers and Directors 
are as follows: 
 President—Chuck Holland     Continuing as Directors 
 Treasurer—Cheri Holmes      through the following years:  
 Recording Secretary—Betty Sparagna    Michael Ghiorso (2022) 
 Membership Secretary—Kathy Boone    Dan Blake (2023) 
 Director—Linda Crocker       Sandy Fisher (2023) 
 Director—Lisa Mayo        Janet Montano (2023) 

The TCHS Board of Directors has voted to suspend the annu-
al in-person business meeting in December due to the contin-
uing pandemic. Your safety is a priority to us.  We wish all of 
you a safe holiday season and hope you have an opportunity 
to be with family and friends. 

No In-Person Meeting in December 
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Sheriff Sweeney in Bloody Battle 
By Pat Perry 

 
 Shortly before midnight on Monday, December 
30, 1918, Tuolumne County Sheriff William Sweeney 
engaged in a gun battle that left him with three bullet 
wounds and his assailant suffering from a fatal gunshot 
wound. The story of this shooting comes from the Jan-
uary 4, 1919 Union Democrat. 
 On Christmas day, two Mexicans, Marcus Guillen 
and Aurelio Vera, accompanied by a mulatto woman 
arrived in Sonora on the evening train. According to 
newspaper accounts the woman, Annie Britton, was a 
prostitute and forced to give her “earnings” to Marcus 
and Vera. 
 On the Saturday night after the trio’s arrival, the 
glass in the street window of F. F. Ball’s gun store was 
broken and five revolvers were stolen. From the begin-
ning of his investigation, Sheriff Sweeney suspected 
Guillen and Vera, as their actions had been suspicious 
since arriving in Sonora.   
 Having found that Vera had disposed of one of the 
guns, Sweeney began looking for the two men. Vera 
was found in the Verdi Saloon, engaged in a card game. Giving no resistance, he was handcuffed and taken by 
Deputy Frank Moyle to the Victoria Hotel (Sonora Inn) while Sheriff  Sweeney continued to look for Guillen. 
 Seeing Guillen coming out of the Gem Saloon, Sweeney immediately started to intercept him. He gently laid 
his hand upon Guillen’s shoulder, telling him he was under arrest. At the same time, he let his hand slide down 
the prisoner’s arm to the wrist, clasping it firmly. Sweeney had also partly drawn his gun, but when Guillen 
seemed to make no attempt to free himself, the Sheriff returned his gun to his holster.   
 Suddenly Guillen sprang back and simultaneously jerked his hand loose, drawing his 38-Ivor Johnson re-
volver from a place in his shirt, and fired a shot. The bullet tore through Sweeney’s left ear, above the lobe, pass-

ing into the neck, caressing the jugular vein, and passed 
out at the rear. Sweeney grabbed Guillen’s gun with his 
left hand, but Guillen fired again. The ball entered near 
the knuckle joint of the index finger, splitting the bone, 
ploughing its way diagonally across Sweeney’s palm and 
emerging near his wrist. The men continued to grapple. 
Sweeny felt another stinging wound through the abdomen. 
Finally, Sweeny was able to fire his pistol, fatally wound-
ing Guillen. 
 Deputy Moyle heard the shooting at the Hotel Victo-
ria and came running, but by the time he got there the 
shooting was over. When Moyle arrived, the Sheriff was 
standing with blood gushing from his neck wound, his left 
hand almost paralyzed and a sharp pain shooting across 
his abdomen. Yet he still retained a good grip between his 
teeth on a cigar he had been smoking! 
 Guillen had been wounded three times. He was taken 
to the county hospital where he died soon after. Vera was 

found guilty of burglary and sent to Folsom Prison.   
 As serious as Sheriff Sweeney’s wounds appeared to have been, he was back on the job by January 20th. His 
left hand was giving him some trouble, but he was expected to make a full recovery. 

TP3658 
 Probably Adabelle Sweeney (Sweeney’s wife),  
William Sweeney, and Charles Burden (driver) 

Courtesy of Author 
Prison Photo of Aurelio Vera 
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Museum Corner 
TCHS is looking for a volunteer to be  
responsible for our FACEBOOK page.  

Interested? Contact info@tchistory.org. 

 The Museum continues to be closed unless you make reservations ahead of time. However, that hasn’t 
stopped the Exhibits Committee from revamping some exhibits in the Main Gallery. The latest to be com-
pleted is the Jamestown and the Way West display. To enrich this exhibit, Allan Bryant and Betty Sparagna 
went on a “shopping spree” at the Dome, where some of the Collection is stored. There they found the large 
bellows, a display of various barbed wire, and the large Apple Cider House sign.  
 The Apple Cider House (or Cider House, as it was sometimes known) sign was especially fun to mount 
since many people still remember stopping by the rest stop going to and from Oakdale. From the early 
1930s until 1976, that was where overheated cars and motorists cooled down. The stop included a small café 
and roadside counter where ice-cold apple cider was served. In 1945, the business was sold to the Dunkel 
family, and the stop became an attraction that included a small animal zoo. When Caltrans turned the high-
way into a four-lane divided road in 1976, the Apple Cider House closed eighteen months later. 
 A group of volunteers also continue to make progress organizing artifacts in the History Research Cen-
ter. Coordinator Sherry Blake has given several tours to families who have made appointments to visit the 
Museum and to researchers needing to access records. Familiar faces are welcomed back and new volun-
teers are encouraged to join by emailing info@tchistory.org or coordinator.tcmuseum@gmail.com. 

Jamestown and the Way West Exhibit in the Main Gallery of the Museum 
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Next to the County Gold Col-
lection in the Main Gallery is 
an exhibit which tells the story 
of the gold collections owned 
by cousins John and Peter 
“Pete” Ghiorso. John’s collec-
tion ended up at the Nugget 
Casino in Carson City, NV, and 
was later sold. Pete’s collection 
contained two large specimens 
that he bought in the late 
1940s—one weighing about 66 
ounces. In 1955, he sold the 
two specimens to a man in An-
gels Camp. These two speci-
mens are now on display in the 
Smithsonian’s Natural History 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 
Pete purchased most of the 
gold from old miners who 
came into his barbershop on 
Washington Street, Sonora. 

Additional Gold Exhibit 


